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The Bible tells us that God originally planned a 
world that worked perfectly—where everything 
and everyone fit together in harmony. God made 
each of us with a purpose—to worship Him and 
walk with Him. (See Genesis 1:31 and Psalm. 19:1.)

Life doesn’t work when we ignore God and His 
original design for our lives. We selfishly insist 
on doing things our own way. The Bible calls 
this sin. Sin leads to a place of brokenness. The 
consequence of our sin is separation from God— 
in this life and for all of eternity. (See Romans 3:23 
and Romans 6:23.)

At this point we need a remedy—some good 
news. Because of His love, God did not leave us 
in our brokenness. Jesus, God in human flesh, 
came to us and lived perfectly according to God’s 
Design. Jesus came to rescue us—to do for us 
what we could not do for ourselves. He took our 
sin and shame to the cross, paying the penalty of 
our sin by His death. Jesus was then raised from 
the dead—to provide the only way for us to be 
rescued and restored to a relationship with God. 
(See John 3:16, Colossians 2:14, and  
1 Corinthians 15:3-4.)

We don’t have the power to escape this 
brokenness on our own. We need to be rescued. 
We must ask God to forgive us—turning from sin 
to trust in Jesus. This is what it means to repent 
and believe. Believing, we receive new life through 
Jesus. God turns our lives in a new direction. (See 
Mark 1:15, Ephesians 2:8-9, and Romans 10:9.)

When God restores our relationship to Him, we 
begin to discover meaning and purpose in a 
broken world. Now we can pursue God’s Design in 
all areas of our lives. God’s Spirit empowers us to 
recover His Design and assures us of His presence 
in this life and for all of eternity. (See Philippians 
2:13 and Ephesians 2:10.)

Now that you have heard this Good News, God 
wants you to respond to Him. You can talk to Him 
using words like these: My life is broken— 
I recognize it’s because of my sin. I believe Christ 
came to live, die, and was raised from the dead—
to rescue me from my sin. Forgive me. I turn from 
my selfish ways and put my trust in You. I know 
that Jesus is Lord of all, and I will follow Him.

Excerpted from Life on Mission: A Simple Way to Share the Gospel.

LIFE BY DESIGN
We live in a broken world. This brokenness is seen in suffering, violence, 
poverty, pain, and death around us. Brokenness leads us to search for a way 
to make LIFE work.
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  MEET THE WRITERS

Kevin Shrum wrote the commentary for these studies 
from Exodus and Leviticus. Dr. Shrum is the Lead Pastor 
at Inglewood Baptist Church in Nashville, Tennessee. 
He holds degrees from Missouri Baptist University 
(B.A.) and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
(M.Div., D.Min.).

Matt Capps also contributed to the commentary 
for these studies. Matt serves as the Senior Pastor of 
Fairview Baptist Church in Apex, North Carolina. He 
holds degrees from the University of North Carolina 
at Charlotte (B.A.), Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary (M.Div.), and Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary (D.Min.).
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quarter. She teaches adult Bible study at Salem Baptist 
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the federal government and is a freelance science writer. 
She has two adult children and one large brown dog.

Explore the Bible: Adult Leader Guide CSB (ISSN PENDING; Item 005075122) is 
published quarterly by LifeWay Christian Resources, One LifeWay Plaza, Nashville, TN 
37234, Thom S. Rainer, President. © 2017 LifeWay Christian Resources. For ordering 
or inquiries visit lifeway.com, or write LifeWay Christian Resources Customer Service, 
One LifeWay Plaza, Nashville, TN 37234-0113. For bulk shipments mailed quarterly 
to one address, email orderentry@lifeway.com, fax (615) 251-5933 or write to the 
above address. We believe that the Bible has God for its author; salvation for its end; 
and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter and that all Scripture is totally 
true and trustworthy. To review Lifeway’s doctrinal guideline, please visit lifeway.
com/doctrinalguideline.

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Christian 
Standard Bible® © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission.

The suggestions in this resource for pronouncing Bible names are from That’s Easy 
for You to Say: Your Quick Guide to Pronouncing Bible Names by W. Murray 
Severance, © 1997 by Broadman & Holman Publishers. Used by permission.
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A WORD FROM THE GENERAL EDITOR

Life is God’s gift. He fashioned every person in his 
or her mother’s womb. Each of us is “remarkably and 
wondrously made” (Ps. 139:14). At conception, we 
begin to live. As we grow, we learn how to live.

This quarter we will study the Books of Exodus and 
Leviticus. These biblical books are about life. That is 
why they go together. Exodus describes the new life 
the Israelites received when the Lord rescued them 

from Egypt. Leviticus explains how God further taught them to live holy 
lives for His glory.

In Exodus, God set the Israelites free from bondage. He said, “I am the 
Lord, and I will bring you out from the forced labor of the Egyptians and 
rescue you …. I will redeem you …. I will take you as my people, and I will 
be your God” (Ex. 6:6-7). 

In Leviticus, through His laws, God told His people how to live holy lives. 
He said, “You are to be holy to me because I, the Lord, am holy, and I 
have set you apart from the nations to be mine” (Lev. 20:26). 

Together, Exodus and Leviticus make for a powerful study. As you work 
through these fascinating books, may you leave behind the old life of sin 
and bondage and begin a new life for God’s glory through Jesus Christ!

Steve Gaines

Steve Gaines is the Senior Pastor at Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis, 
Tennessee, and currently serves as the president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Dr. Gaines holds degrees from Union University (B.S.) and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (M.Div., Ph.D.). He is the 
author of Pray Like It Matters, Share Jesus Like It Matters, and the 
devotion book, Morning Manna.

© 2017 LifeWay
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WORD WISE

Ahisamach [uh HIZ uh mak]—personal name meaning “my brother has supported”; father of Oholiab, the 

artisan who helped Bezalel build the tabernacle and its furnishings

Ark of the testimony—the original container for the stone tablets on which the Ten Commandments 

were inscribed; later it also held a jar of manna and Aaron’s rod (Heb. 9:4); it was the symbol of God’s 

presence with the people of Israel

Atonement—biblical doctrine that God reconciles sinners to Himself; in the Old Testament sacrificial 

system, atonement was made by blood sacrifice, pointing to the sacrificial work of Jesus Christ on the cross

Bezalel [BEHZ uh lehl]—personal name meaning “in the shadow of God”; son of Uri and great-grandson 

of Caleb (1 Chron. 2:20); he and Oholiab were skilled craftsmen who were responsible for constructing the 

tabernacle and its furnishings

Canaanites [KAY nuhn ights]—a tribe of people who lived in Canaan before the Israelites conquered it

Elim [EE lim]—a place meaning “trees” in the Sinai desert where the Israelites encamped on their exodus 

from Egypt 

Ephod [EE fahd]—a short linen garment or apron worn by a priest; used in connection with seeking a 

word from God

Hethites [HITH ights]—one of the groups of people who opposed the Israelite occupation of Canaan

Hivites [HIGH vights]—one of the groups of people who occupied the land of Canaan before the 

Israelite conquest

Jebusites [JEB yoo sights]—one of the groups of people who opposed the Israelite occupation of Canaan; 

originally controlled Jerusalem before David conquered the city

Oholiab [oh HOH lih ab]—personal name meaning “father’s tent”; a craftsman who assisted Bezalel in 

constructing the tabernacle and its furnishings

Perizzites [PEHR ih zights]—a group name meaning “rustic”; one of the groups of people who opposed 

the Israelite occupation of Canaan; they lived in Canaan as early as Abraham’s time (Gen. 13:7)

Uri [yoo RIGH]—personal name meaning “fiery”; father of the tabernacle artisan Bezalel

© 2017 LifeWay
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BIBLE READING PLAN

SEPTEMBER 

 ❏ 1. Exodus 1:1-22

 ❏ 2. Exodus 2:1-25

 ❏ 3. Exodus 3:1-22

 ❏ 4. Exodus 4:1-17

 ❏ 5. Exodus 4:18-31

 ❏ 6. Exodus 5:1–6:1

 ❏ 7. Exodus 6:2-27

 ❏ 8. Exodus 6:28–7:25

 ❏ 9. Exodus 8:1-19

 ❏ 10. Exodus 8:20-32

 ❏ 11. Exodus 9:1-21

 ❏ 12. Exodus 9:22-35

 ❏ 13. Exodus 10:1-20

 ❏ 14. Exodus 10:21–11:10

 ❏ 15. Exodus 12:1-20

 ❏ 16. Exodus 12:21-42

 ❏ 17. Exodus 12:43-51

 ❏ 18. Exodus 13:1-22

 ❏ 19. Exodus 14:1-14

 ❏ 20. Exodus 14:15-31

 ❏ 21. Exodus 15:1-21

 ❏ 22. Exodus 15:22–16:12

 ❏ 23. Exodus 16:13-36

 ❏ 24. Exodus 17:1-16

 ❏ 25. Exodus 18:1-27

 ❏ 26. Exodus 19:1-25

 ❏ 27. Exodus 20:1-21

 ❏ 28. Exodus 20:22–21:11

 ❏ 29. Exodus 21:12-36

 ❏ 30. Exodus 22:1-20

OCTOBER 

 ❏ 1. Exodus 22:21–23:9

 ❏ 2. Exodus 23:10-33

 ❏ 3. Exodus 24:1-18

 ❏ 4. Exodus 25:1-22

 ❏ 5. Exodus 25:23-40

 ❏ 6. Exodus 26:1-30

 ❏ 7. Exodus 26:31–27:8

 ❏ 8. Exodus 27:9–28:5

 ❏ 9. Exodus 28:6-30

 ❏ 10. Exodus 28:31-43

 ❏ 11. Exodus 29:1-21

 ❏ 12. Exodus 29:22-46

 ❏ 13. Exodus 30:1-21

 ❏ 14. Exodus 30:22–31:11

 ❏ 15. Exodus 31:12–32:14

 ❏ 16. Exodus 32:15-35

 ❏ 17. Exodus 33:1-23

 ❏ 18. Exodus 34:1-28

 ❏ 19. Exodus 34:29–35:19

 ❏ 20. Exodus 35:20–36:7

 ❏ 21. Exodus 36:8-38

 ❏ 22. Exodus 37:1-29

 ❏ 23. Exodus 38:1-31

 ❏ 24. Exodus 39:1-21

 ❏ 25. Exodus 39:22-43

 ❏ 26. Exodus 40:1-38

 ❏ 27. Leviticus 1:1-17

 ❏ 28. Leviticus 2:1-16

 ❏ 29. Leviticus 3:1-17

 ❏ 30. Leviticus 4:1-21

 ❏ 31. Leviticus 4:22-35

NOVEMBER 

 ❏ 1. Leviticus 5:1-19

 ❏ 2. Leviticus 6:1-23

 ❏ 3. Leviticus 6:24–7:21

 ❏ 4. Leviticus 7:22-38

 ❏ 5. Leviticus 8:1-21

 ❏ 6. Leviticus 8:22-36

 ❏ 7. Leviticus 9:1-24

 ❏ 8. Leviticus 10:1-20

 ❏ 9. Leviticus 11:1-23

 ❏ 10. Leviticus 11:24-47

 ❏ 11. Leviticus 12:1–13:17

 ❏ 12. Leviticus 13:18-46

 ❏ 13. Leviticus 13:47-59

 ❏ 14. Leviticus 14:1-32

 ❏ 15. Leviticus 14:33-57

 ❏ 16. Leviticus 15:1-33

 ❏ 17. Leviticus 16:1-34

 ❏ 18. Leviticus 17:1-16

 ❏ 19. Leviticus 18:1-30

 ❏ 20. Leviticus 19:1-37

 ❏ 21. Leviticus 20:1-27

 ❏ 22. Leviticus 21:1-24

 ❏ 23. Leviticus 22:1-33

 ❏ 24. Leviticus 23:1-22

 ❏ 25. Leviticus 23:23–24:9

 ❏ 26. Leviticus 24:10–25:7

 ❏ 27. Leviticus 25:8-31

 ❏ 28. Leviticus 25:32–26:13

 ❏ 29. Leviticus 26:14-46

 ❏ 30. Leviticus 27:1-34
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USING THIS GUIDE TO LEAD

  PRIOR TO THE GROUP TIME

1. Study the core passage. 

Read Understand the Context to get a clear picture of how the core passage connects 
to the whole. Use Explore the Text to gain an understanding of the passage. Consult a 
study Bible and a Bible commentary like Explore the Bible Adult Commentary (available 
at LifeWay.com/ExploretheBible in both print and digital formats) to gain additional 
insight into the passage. Seek to define key words, phrases, places, and actions taken. 
Record ideas and insights gleaned from your personal study. Write a summary of 
the truths you discovered using the statement printed under the session title as a 
starting place. 

TIP: Start preparing early. Life happens, and it tends to happen closer to times we 
are scheduled to lead a Bible study group.  

2. Create a group time plan. 

a.  Review First Thoughts for the session to identify a direction for the session and 
why that session is important to today’s adults.

b.  Review the suggestions included in Lead Group Bible Study, identifying the 
suggestions you believe will work best with your group. 

c.  Consider ways of incorporating a Bible Skill into the study, either following the 
suggestion given (see shaded box in each session) or by developing your own idea.

d.  Consult QuickSource (available from LifeWay.com/ExploretheBible) and the Explore 
the Bible blog (Blog.LifeWay.com/ExploretheBible/Adults/LeaderExtras) for 
additional questions and group time activities.  

e.  Visit the Explore the Bible Ministry Grid page (MinistryGrid.com/Web/
ExploretheBible) for additional ideas and insights.

f.  Review the Explore the Bible Leader Pack items suggested. Determine how to best 
use the items in your group’s setting.  

3. Gather your resources. 

Use the list in Gather the Following Items on the first page of each session as a 
starting place. Make sure you have everything you need to lead the group time using 
the plan you created. Make sure you have additional copies of Explore the Bible Personal 
Study Guide for anticipated guests. 

© 2017 LifeWay
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TIP: If you plan to use the Suggested Music Idea and your small group meets with 
other groups prior to the study time, consider incorporating the music activity into 
the large group time.

4. Review and refine.

  DURING THE GROUP TIME  

5. Arrive early. 

The group time starts when the first person arrives. Make sure you are that person, 
so that you can set the tone and direction for the group Bible study time. Greet 
everyone as participants arrive and focus their attention on the Bible study. 

6. Lead the group in a time of Bible study. 

Use the plan you created to lead the group time. Record notes along the way to help 
you remember how the group responded. Remember, every group experience takes a 
few unexpected twists and turns; be flexible. 

TIP: You can record your plan on a piece of paper and carry that into the group 
gathering, open the Leader Guide to the Lead Group Bible Study page and guide 
with those pages open, or use the DOC file provided on the CD-ROM included in the 
Explore the Bible Adult Leader Pack to create your own custom notes. (The DOC file is 
also included in the digital bundles and digital Adult Leader Pack. See LifeWay.com/
ExploretheBible for more information.)

  AFTER THE GROUP TIME

7. Evaluate and record. 

Review Practice for ideas to encourage the group to put into practice the truths 
discovered. Record prayer requests and other insights you gained about the group and 
specific participants. Use these notes to help you be a better guide in the future.

8. Start preparing to lead the next group time.

© 2017 LifeWay
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INTRODUCTION TO EXODUS; LEVITICUS
The Books of Exodus and Leviticus complement one another. Exodus describes how God 
sets His people free; Leviticus describes how free people are to live. Exodus highlights 
the grace and mercy of God in action; Leviticus highlights how grace and mercy are lived 
out in practicality. Both contain law, and both demonstrate God’s grace. Exodus and 
Leviticus not only belong together, but they form two parts of a five-part whole called the 
Pentateuch. The exciting Book of Exodus and the Book of Leviticus belong together like 
hand in glove. Law and grace meet in Exodus and Leviticus.

  EXODUS

Exodus was written by Moses, most likely during Israel’s wanderings in the wilderness. 
The book begins by locating Israel in Egypt (Ex. 1:1–2:25), exposing their oppression 
under the heavy hand of Pharaoh. God hears the cries of His people for deliverance and 
calls Moses to lead God’s people from Egyptian bondage (Ex. 3:1–4:31). The calling of 
Moses and his aid, Aaron, to deliver God’s people is followed by a confrontation with 
Pharaoh that produces a hardened heart in Pharaoh and the further oppression of God’s 
people. God responds to Pharaoh’s stubborn pride by sending a series of plagues that 
culminate in God’s judgment of death on the firstborn (Ex. 7:8–15:21). God then delivers 
and provides for His people through a series of miraculous interventions (Ex. 15:22–
18:27). The second half of Exodus explains how God’s people receive the Law from God at 
Mount Sinai (Ex. 19:1–40:38). 

In Exodus, we see God’s commitment to His promise to make Abraham’s descendants 
a great nation. But the fulfillment of this promise would not be without its obstacles. In 
opposition to the great powers of Egypt, and despite God’s people’s lack of faith, God 
remained true to His promises. When God’s people were faithless, He remained faithful. 
In fact, the victory of God’s people in Exodus was actually the victory of God. 

Exodus reminds us that our great God is a God who longs to set people free through 
His power and grace. He longed to set the Israelites free from bondage to the Egyptians, 
and He longs to set us free from our bondage of sin through the person of Jesus Christ.

Further, Exodus reminds us that God uses strong leaders, sometimes with feet of clay, 
to lead His people. Moses’ God-enabled faithfulness is a reminder that God is faithful to 
provide leadership for His people.  

Exodus reminds us that our great God is a God who longs to set 
people free through His power and grace. 

  LEVITICUS

Leviticus was written by Moses as well, most likely during the same time period as the 
writing of Exodus. Leviticus is a continuation of Exodus. The second part of Exodus is 
devoted to building the tabernacle, while the first part of Leviticus outlines worship 
within the tabernacle. In Leviticus we see that God provided the relational framework for 
the unfolding covenant relationship He had established with His people. Because God is 
holy, He could not dwell in the midst of an unclean people. Yet the grace of God provided 
a way to atone for their sin and maintain their proper relationship with God. 

© 2017 LifeWay
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Leviticus begins by defining a series of worship offerings (Lev. 1:1–6:7), followed by 
how those same offerings are to be handled and administered (Lev. 6:8–7:38). Leviticus 
8:1–10:20 lays out the establishment of the priesthood, a priestly model that foreshadows 
the priestly person and work of Jesus Christ (Heb. 8). Concerned about cleanliness 
and holiness, laws concerning what is clean and unclean (Lev. 11:1–15:33) are followed 
by the establishment of the details of the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16:1-34), the handling 
and meaning of blood (Lev. 17:1-16), and a call to holiness (Lev. 18:1–22:33). Further, the 
processes of the holy seasons when the people of God would actually participate in the 
feasts is outlined (Lev. 23:1–25:55), accompanied by a series of blessings and curses (Lev. 
26:1-46) and a series of vows and dedications (Lev. 27:1-34). 

If Exodus clarifies God’s desire to set His people free so that they might faithfully serve 
Him, Leviticus unfolds and codifies the nature of that relationship in great detail. Leviticus 
is unafraid to acknowledge that God’s people are sinful and unfaithful at times. Yet, it also 
describes in great detail God’s gracious provision for forgiveness and restoration.  

Admittedly, much of Leviticus seems strange and disconnected from the twenty-
first century world. Perhaps no book of the Bible elicits this kind of response more than 
Leviticus. Its very name may erect mental barriers in even the more diligent Bible student. 

Yet the Book of Leviticus is valuable. When asked about the most important 
commandments, Jesus quoted Leviticus 19:18 as being second only to loving God (see 
Matt. 22:35-40). The repetitious edict in Leviticus to be holy is repeated in 1 Peter 1:14-16. 
In fact Peter was clear that God’s demand for His people to be holy is not nullified by 
His grace as expressed in Jesus Christ. Being holy remains an essential aspect of our 
relationship with the Lord. We are called to be separate from worldliness and to live an 
ethical lifestyle in conformity to God’s Word. Further, Paul affirmed that “all Scripture is 
inspired by God” (2 Tim. 3:16). “All Scripture” includes Leviticus; therefore, Leviticus is 
“profitable for teaching” (v. 16).

God’s demand for His people to be holy is not nullified by His grace 
as expressed in Jesus Christ.

  SUMMARY

The gospel is unveiled throughout both of these Old Testament books. God’s redemption 
of His people from slavery through Moses points to Jesus, the true and greater Moses, who 
would deliver His people from slavery to sin and death. God is not only interested in our 
freedom (Exodus), but He is also interested in how we live once set free (Leviticus). Both 
Exodus and Leviticus foreshadow the person and work of Jesus Christ. The requirement 
of holiness points to the perfect righteousness and holiness of Christ. In this sense, the 
sacrifices we learn about in Leviticus, particularly the sacrifice of atonement, prefigure 
the atoning sacrifice of Christ for our sin—a sacrifice that was made once and for all! All 
of the longings of Exodus and Leviticus find their perfect amen in Jesus. 
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OUTLINES OF EXODUS; LEVITICUS

EXODUS

I. Preparation for Deliverance (1:1–4:31)

a. Hebrew Slavery (1:1-22)
b. A Deliverer in Exile (2:1-25)
c. A Reluctant Deliverer Called (3:1–4:31)

II. Moses Confronts Pharaoh (5:1–13:16)

a. Initial Talks (5:1–7:13)
b. Plagues One through Nine (7:14–10:29)
c. The Tenth Plague (11:1–13:16)

III. Freedom Gained (13:17–15:21)

a. The Departure (13:17–14:4)
b. The Pursuit (14:5-14)
c. The Red Sea (14:15–15:21)

IV. Into the Wilderness (15:22–18:27)

V. At the Foot of Mount Sinai (19:1–34:35)

a. Setting up Camp (19:1-25)
b. God Reveals His Standards (20:1–31:18)
c. Rebellion and Restoration (32:1–34:35)

VI. Building the Tabernacle (35:1–40:38)

LEVITICUS

I. Laws for Sacrifices and Offerings (1:1–7:38)

II. Ordination and Ministry of Priests (8:1–10:20)

III. Purity Laws (11:1–16:34)

IV. God’s Requirements for Holiness (17:1–27:34)
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EXODUS 3:4-14; 4:13-16
MEMORY VERSE: EXODUS 3:14

Reluctance
God calls and empowers people to serve Him and His purposes.

Session 1

PREPARE TO LEAD THE GROUP TIME

READ Exodus 1:1–4:31, First Thoughts (p. 14), and Understand the Context (pp. 14–15). View the video 

introduction by Steve Gaines at Blog.LifeWay.com/ExploretheBible or on the Leader Pack CD-ROM. 

STUDY Exodus 3:4-14; 4:13-16, using Explore the Text on pages 15–19. Pay close attention to how 

God addressed Moses and Moses’ responses. For further insight, consult the Explore the Bible Adult 

Commentary (available in print and digital format from LifeWay.com).

PLAN the group time using ideas under Lead Group Bible Study (pp. 20–21). Tailor the plans for 

your group using More Ideas (p. 22) and ideas included online at Blog.LifeWay.com/ExploretheBible/

Adults/LeaderExtras.

GROW from expert insights on weekly studies through the Ministry Grid (MinistryGrid.com/Web/

ExploretheBible).

GATHER the following items:   Personal Study Guides;   For More Ideas (p. 22), secure from the 

pastor or another church leader a list of responsibilities filled by volunteers in your church without 

the names of the people who fill those roles. Make copies of:   PACK ITEM 4 (Time Line: Exodus; 

Leviticus); and   PACK ITEM 5 (Bookmark: Memory Verses). Prepare to display the following Pack 

Items:   PACK ITEM 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus); and   PACK ITEM 3 (Poster: Fall 2017).
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FIRST THOUGHTS
Most of us likely have doubts about our capabilities in some area. Christians 
are not exempt from those feelings of doubt. Christian history is marked 
by reluctant leaders, struggling sinners, feeble doubters, and weak workers. 
God has accomplished His work through humans in spite of their human 
limitations and failures.

(In PSG, p. 10) What can cause a person to doubt his or her ability to 
accomplish a challenging task? How do our doubts feed our reluctance 
and hesitation to act?

In the first chapters of Exodus we are introduced to Moses. Moses 
is mentioned many times in the New Testament and is almost always 
shown in a positive light. Among God’s people, Moses is rarely criticized or 
disparaged; he is always honored. However, when we encounter Moses in 
the first chapters of Exodus, we get an initial picture of a weak and fearful 
man. Even in light of the burning bush, Moses’ doubt casts a dark shadow 
over the beginning of the narrative. 

In the exodus story, the portrayal of Moses’ leadership focused on 
his weaknesses as well as his strengths. Moses initially had significant 
reluctance based on his feelings of inadequacy to act in accordance with 
God’s will. At this point, Moses’ significance is not primarily based on how 
he stands as an example of godliness and faith. Rather, his significance is 
based on how God’s plan and power worked through him to accomplish His 
will—despite Moses’ doubt and fear. The story of Moses is the beginning 
of redemption for God’s people. The beginning of Exodus sets the stage 
for a supernatural act of salvation by God for a people powerless to help 
themselves. For Christians, weakness should not lead to despair but to 
reliance on God’s power to accomplish His will. 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT 
EXODUS 1:1–4:31

The biblical context that frames the calling of Moses in Exodus 3 is a stunning 
one. The story begins in Genesis with the gracious reunion and restoration 
of Joseph with his father, Jacob, and his brothers who had betrayed him and 
given him up for dead (Gen. 46–50). Because of God’s mercy, Jacob and his 
family were provided for during a severe famine (chap. 47). With Joseph’s 
rise to power as second-in-command under Pharaoh (chap. 41), the fledgling 
nation of Israel survived and flourished in the lush region of Goshen (45:10). 
It was a time of growth and expansion for God’s people (Ex. 1:1-7).

KEY DOCTRINE

God
The eternal triune God reveals 
Himself to us as Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, with distinct personal 
attributes, but without division of 
nature, essence, or being.

BIBLICAL 
ILLUSTRATOR

For additional context, read 
“It Happened at Mount Sinai” 
in the Fall 2017 issue of 
Biblical Illustrator. Available at 
LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator.
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Then Exodus 1:8 tells us that a new ruler came to power in Egypt 
who had not known Joseph. As a result of his rising fear of the populous 
people of God, Pharaoh oppressed God’s people with hard labor (1:9-14). 
Further, in an effort at population control, Pharaoh enacted a type of 
genocide against Israel by ordering the midwives Shiphrah and Puah to 
kill all newborn baby boys but to spare the baby girls (1:15-16). Yet God 
was merciful to His people by putting in the hearts of the midwives a fear 
of the Lord. They directly disobeyed Pharaoh’s command, sparing the sons 
of Israel (1:17-21). God’s people continued to grow in number and strength, 
but so did Pharaoh’s fears.

Into this horrific situation Moses was born to a woman from the 
priestly tribe of Levi (2:1). Moses’ mother hid him for three months for fear 
of Pharaoh’s edict to kill all newborn baby boys. When she felt she could no 
longer safely hide him, she put him in a basket made of reeds and placed 
him in the Nile River, entrusting him to the Lord (2:2-4). God was gracious 
again. As Pharaoh’s daughter bathed at that same point in the river, she 
heard Moses’ cry, took pity on the seemingly abandoned child, and took 
him home to raise him in the house of Pharaoh (2:5-10). Pharaoh’s daughter 
employed Moses’ mother to raise Moses for her (2:7-9). How mercifully 
ironic was it for Moses to be raised with the finest education Egypt could 
afford and in the very house of Pharaoh, while at the same time his mother 
was whispering stories of Israel’s God into his heart and mind. Only God 
could do this! 

Every hero has flaws, and Moses was no exception. In a fit of impatient 
rage, the adult Moses killed an Egyptian guard who had been abusing a 
member of his Hebrew family (2:11-12). Moses’ attempt to cover up the 
murder failed, and he was forced to flee to the desert of Midian (2:13-15). 
In Midian, Moses met his wife, Zipporah, and his father-in-law, Jethro 
(2:16-22). Moses spent the next forty years in Midian, unknowingly 
preparing to lead God’s people out of Egyptian bondage. Moses would go 
from shepherding sheep to shepherding God’s people. Meanwhile, God’s 
people groaned under Egypt’s heavy hand. God heard their cry and delivered 
them (2:23-25). In the midst of this time of opposition and uncertainty, God 
called Moses to lead His people. But would Moses be a willing participant in 
God’s redemption of His people, or would he be a reluctant leader? 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
THE APPROACH (EX. 3:4-6)

VERSES 4-5

Though God is sovereign and self-sufficient, when He gets ready to do 
something, He graciously includes us in His divine purposes. The Lord calls 
us to be co-laborers in His redemptive plans (see 1 Cor. 3:9). When God 
was ready to deliver His beleaguered people out of slavery, He called an 
ordinary man through whom He would accomplish this great task. 

BIBLE SKILL

Use other Scripture to help 
understand a Bible passage. 

Review the following passages: 
Joshua 1:9; 1 Chronicles 28:20; 
Matthew 28:20; Hebrews 
13:5-6. Notice who was 
addressed in each passage. 
Why was it important for the 
person addressed to be assured 
of God’s presence? How does 
God’s presence serve as a 
motivator to action? 

 

EXODUS 3:4-5

4 When the Lord saw 
that he had gone over 
to look, God called out 
to him from the bush, 
“Moses, Moses!” “Here 
I am,” he answered. 
5 “Do not come closer,” 
he said. “Remove the 
sandals from your feet, 
for the place where 
you are standing is 
holy ground.”
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While shepherding sheep on the backside of the Midian desert near 
Mount Horeb, Moses encountered God’s call in the most unusual way. 
Moses saw a bush that was burning but not consumed (Ex. 3:2). Fire is often 
associated with God’s presence (13:21-22; 19:18). Intrigued by this unusual 
occurrence, Moses moved to investigate this unique sight (3:3). As he 
approached the fiery bush, he heard the voice of God from within it: “Moses, 
Moses!” The man who had been “drawn out” of the Nile River (2:10) was 
now being “called out” by God to lead His people out of Egyptian bondage.

Moses’ response was immediate: “Here I am.” God’s response was 
immediate as well: “Do not come closer.” God commanded Moses: “Remove 
the sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy 
ground.” The word holy conveys the idea of being set apart or separated. 
When used of God, it describes His perfect moral purity. In the ancient 
world, to remove one’s sandals in the presence of a monarch was a sign of 
humility and reverence. Further, direct contact with God could be deadly, 
so Moses needed to tread lightly and humbly. (See Ex. 19:21-24; Judg. 
13:20-23.) While the bush was not consumed, it was the sheer grace of 
God that kept Moses from being consumed by the presence of God. The 
place where Moses encountered God was not intrinsically holy; it was holy 
because God was there. 

VERSE 6

God identified Himself to Moses: “I am the God of your father, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” In brief, Moses 
was being called by the God of the patriarchs, connecting Moses’ mission 
with God’s grand story of redemption that had been initiated in Abraham 
(Gen. 12), promised to Isaac (Gen. 17), and fulfilled in many ways in Jacob 
(Gen. 26). God was calling Moses to deliver His people out of bondage so 
that they might fulfill His plan of redemption and continue His purpose of 
salvation that would one day culminate in Jesus (Matt. 2:13-15).

The second part of verse 6 describes Moses’ initial response to the 
sights and sounds of his calling: Moses hid his face because he was afraid 
to look at God. Moses was humbled and afraid. While God would calm 
Moses’ fears, Moses was right to be afraid in this situation. Standing in the 
presence of God, there is no room for pride or arrogance.  

What does it mean to encounter God? How do the sins of pride and 
arrogance keep us from encountering God?

THE ASSIGNMENT (EX. 3:7-10)

God’s calling of Moses had embedded within it a specific assignment. In 
verses 7 and 9 God identified the problem He was calling Moses to address: 
the suffering and oppression of His people. In verse 8 God clarified the 
remedy to this problem: He had come down to deliver His people from 

EXODUS 3:6

6 Then he continued, 
“I am the God of your 
father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.” Moses hid his 
face because he was 
afraid to look at God.

EXODUS 3:7

7 Then the Lord said, 
“I have observed the 
misery of my people 
in Egypt, and have 
heard them crying 
out because of their 
oppressors. I know about 
their sufferings,
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their oppression. God clarified His promise to bring His people into the 
promised land. In verse 10 God articulated His call to Moses to be the 
person through whom God would work to bring His purposes to pass. It 
was a sizable task.

VERSES 7-8

The people cried out to God, hoping He would notice their terrible situation 
and rescue them. Earlier, we were told God heard His people’s groaning, 
remembered His covenant with them, and saw their affliction (Ex. 
2:24-25), but God had not told His people yet that He had heard their cries. 
God’s statement to Moses that He had observed the Israelites’ misery and 
had heard their appeals for help indicated His readiness to act. The word 
translated observed carries the meaning of “I have paid very close attention 
to.” The words I know about indicate a personal knowledge. 

God stated He had left His heavenly dwelling to come down to rescue 
His people. The Hebrew word translated rescue describes a sudden snatching 
away. Pharaoh believed he had the Israelites in his tight grasp, but God 
would snatch His people from Pharaoh’s hands. 

God’s deliverance included not only getting His people out of Egypt 
but also bringing them to a new, fruitful land. God described the land as 
good and spacious, large enough to support the Israelites’ huge population 
and to allow them to experience God’s blessing. The phrase flowing with 
milk and honey describes abundant provisions in a place where life could 
be fully enjoyed. 

Other groups lived in the land to which God would bring the Israelites. 
The •Canaanites [KAY nuhn ights] lived along the Mediterranean seacoast 
in Palestine. The •Hethites [HETH ights] and •Hivites [HIGH vights] were 
peoples of Indo-European origins who lived in the hill country along with 
the Amorites [AM uh rights], a Semitic group. The •Perizzites [PEHR ih 
zights], whose name means “rustic,” probably lived in the countryside. 
The •Jebusites [JEB yoo sights] lived in the area around Jerusalem. 
The territory occupied by all six groups made up the entire area of the 
promised land, an area large enough and productive enough to enable the 
Israelites to thrive. 

VERSES 9-10

God restated His awareness of Israel’s plight. Perhaps like other Israelites, 
Moses wondered why God had waited so long to act. Yet God had been 
acting. He had been preparing Moses to be a deliverer, the one through 
whom God would work to save His people and fulfill His promises. 

God commanded Moses with an emphatic go, stating that He was 
sending Moses to Pharaoh to lead His people out of Egypt. God had been 
preparing Moses his entire life. Moses had learned Israelite traditions from 
his mother, who had served as his nurse. He had received an education as 
a result of growing up in the Egyptian royal court. His father-in-law, the 
priest of Midian, perhaps gave Moses additional insight into serving God. 
God planned to send Moses to face Pharaoh and to lead the Israelites out of 
slavery and into a beautiful land as a free nation. 

EXODUS 3:8

8 and I have come down 
to rescue them from the 
power of the Egyptians 
and to bring them from 
that land to a good and 
spacious land, a land 
flowing with milk and 
honey—the territory of 
the Canaanites, Hethites, 
Amorites, Perizzites, 
Hivites, and Jebusites.

EXODUS 3:9-10

9 So because the 
Israelites’ cry for help has 
come to me, and I have 
also seen the way the 
Egyptians are oppressing 
them, 10 therefore, go. 
I am sending you to 
Pharaoh so that you 
may lead my people, the 
Israelites, out of Egypt.”
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(In PSG, p. 15) Even today, God is not a distant deity. He hears the cries of 
His people and is moved to action. How does this depiction of God in 
these verses comfort you in times of suffering and affliction? How do the 
cross and the resurrection of Christ remind us that God has ultimately 
heard our cries?

THE AUTHORITY (EX. 3:11-14)

VERSE 11

Despite God’s glorious and overwhelming self-revelation, Moses was 
reluctant—almost resistant—to the call of God. Moses’ protest in verse 11 
is understandable but borders on being unduly resistant and reluctant: 
“Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and that I should bring the Israelites 
out of Egypt?” The daunting task of being used to help set God’s people free 
overwhelmed Moses.

VERSE 12

God answered Moses in a surprising but affirming way. Verse 12 lays out 
His empowerment plan for Moses’ task. God gave Moses three promises: 
(1) God would be with him; (2) God would bring the people out of Egyptian 
bondage; and (3) once they were set free from Egyptian bondage, the 
Israelites would worship God at this mountain. God’s purpose in setting 
the Israelites free was not simply for freedom’s sake; God set His people 
free so that they might freely worship and serve Him.

VERSE 13

Moses was not quite convinced about the sustainability of God’s plan. Moses’ 
question in verse 13 was a good one. Given the polytheism (a plurality of 
gods) and pantheism (god is in all and is one with nature) of the Egyptian 
culture, it was critical to know the identity of the one true God. The God 
Moses would represent was not just any god or one god among many gods. 
Instead, God was and is the only true God, the “God of your fathers,” the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (v. 15).

VERSE 14

God’s answer to Moses’ question is stunning. He identified Himself with 
the expression: “I AM WHO I AM.” This phrase comes from a form of the 
Hebrew verb “to be.” It can also be translated “I am because I am,” “I will 
be who I will be,” or “I cause to be what is.” In essence, God was saying that 
He has no reference point, He had no beginning point, and He will have 
no end. He alone defines Himself. God is unchanging and all powerful. 
It was this God who was calling and empowering Moses for an otherwise 
overwhelming task. 

EXODUS 3:11-14

11 But Moses asked 
God, “Who am I that I 
should go to Pharaoh 
and that I should bring 
the Israelites out of 
Egypt?” 12 He answered, 
“I will certainly be with 
you, and this will be 
the sign to you that I 
am the one who sent 
you: when you bring the 
people out of Egypt, you 
will all worship God at 
this mountain.” 13 Then 
Moses asked God, “If I 
go to the Israelites and 
say to them, ‘The God 
of your fathers has sent 
me to you,’ and they ask 
me, ‘What is his name?’ 
what should I tell 
them?” 14 God replied 
to Moses, “I AM WHO I 
AM. This is what you are 
to say to the Israelites: I 
AM has sent me to you.”
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God told Moses to say to the Israelites, I AM has sent me to you. The 
name I AM anticipates the “I am” sayings of Jesus in the Gospel of John, 
which show His deity. (See, for example, John 8:58.) 

(In PSG, p. 16) How did knowing God’s identity bring assurance to Moses? In 
a world filled with unreliable people and broken promises, how does God’s 
promise enable us to trust Him despite our challenges or circumstances?

THE ASSURANCE (EX. 4:13-16)

VERSES 13-16

At this point in the account, God’s self-revelation to Moses was not enough 
for him. Moses was still gripped by fearful reluctance. He began to make 
excuses, each one patiently answered by God. Moses had pleaded his 
first excuse, false humility, in Exodus 3:11: Who am I? God answered in 
Exodus 3:12 by reminding Moses that He would be with him every step of 
the journey. 

In 3:13, Moses pleaded his second excuse, ignorance: What is your 
name and who are you? God answered Moses’ excuse in Exodus 3:14-15 by 
identifying Himself as the all-sufficient, self-existent, and all-powerful 
God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

In Exodus 4:1 Moses pleaded a third excuse: What if they don’t believe 
me? God answered Moses’ concern by giving him various signs as proofs 
that he had been with God (Ex. 4:2-9). 

Unsatisfied, Moses laid out a fourth excuse: I’m not eloquent (4:10). God 
reassured Moses that He had made Moses’ mouth and that when the time 
came He would guide Moses’ words. 

Having run out of excuses, Moses revealed the real issue: he was not 
willing to obey. He said, “Please, Lord, send someone else.” God displayed 
His anger at Moses and reminded him that He would be with him and 
would speak through him. In fact, God promised to send Aaron as his 
faithful companion. The good news for Moses was that God’s call on his 
life to be used as an instrument in the deliverance of God’s people came 
with all the resources he would need—namely, God Himself.

(In PSG, p. 17) How did God plan on demonstrating His power through 
Moses’ weaknesses? What does this passage teach about how God uses 
our weaknesses to accomplish His purposes? 

EXODUS 4:13-16

13 Moses said, “Please, 
Lord, send someone 
else.” 14 Then the Lord’s 
anger burned against 
Moses, and he said, 
“Isn’t Aaron the Levite 
your brother? I know 
that he can speak well. 
And also, he is on his 
way now to meet you. 
He will rejoice when 
he sees you. 15 You will 
speak with him and tell 
him what to say. I will 
help both you and him 
to speak and will teach 
you both what to do. 
16 He will speak to the 
people for you. He will 
serve as a mouth for 
you, and you will serve 
as God to him.”
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LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY

FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

LIST: Prior to the group’s arrival, create a list of chores a person may be assigned at a camp site 
(suggestions: gather wood, set up tents, locate water, clear brush, dig a fire pit or a latrine). As 
the group arrives, explain that the list is a starting point for creating a camp site. Invite them 
to add to the list. After most have arrived, lead the group to assign each task to someone in 
the group as if they are going on a camping trip. Debrief, guiding the group to analyze which 
chores were the most and least desirable based on who volunteered for what. Lead the group 
to discuss factors that determine who would be best to do each chore listed. 

EXPLAIN: In today’s Bible passage, Moses will be called upon to fulfill a very specific task. Challenge 
the group to look for the factors that qualified him to complete the assigned task. 

TRANSITION: Over the next few weeks, the group will examine significant passages in Exodus and 
Leviticus. Call attention to Pack Item 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus; also on p. 12; PSG,  
p. 9). Briefly review the major points. Then introduce Moses, summarizing Exodus 1–2 (Israel 
under oppression by Egypt, Moses hidden in river after birth, retrieved by Pharaoh’s daughter, 
adopted, kills Egyptian, murder discovered, flees). Display Pack Item 3 (Poster: Fall 2017). 
Distribute copies of Pack Item 4 (Time Line: Exodus; Leviticus) and Pack Item 5 (Bookmark: 
Memory Verses) to supplement the introduction of Moses. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT

READ: Direct the group to listen for Moses’ response to what he saw and heard as you read 
Exodus 3:4-6. 

CHART: On a whiteboard or large sheet of paper, create a chart with the headings “God” and 
“Moses.” Invite the group to call out the actions taken by God and by Moses in this passage, 
adding the actions identified under each column. Clarify any actions as needed, pointing to 
the commentary on pages 12–13 of the PSG. 

EMPHASIZE: God took the initiative to reveal Himself to Moses. Highlight items included on 
your chart that relate to how Moses responded to God’s revealing Himself. 

DISCUSS: What does our response to God reveal about our view of God? About our view of ourselves? 
(PSG, p. 13)

READ: Direct the group to read Exodus 3:7-10 silently in their Bibles, looking for the 
progression of the events. 

GUIDE: Call for a volunteer to share any progression he or she saw in the passage (possible 
responses: problem, cry, hearing, solution, plan enacted). Invite others to refine the 
progression identified by the volunteer. Lead the group to come to a consensus. 

DISCUSS: Invite the group to add actions taken by God in this passage on the chart created 
earlier. Ask: What do these actions reveal about God? Then call attention to the first sentence of 
the last paragraph under Verse 10 (PSG, p. 14). Allow for response to the statement. Ask: How 
does this depiction of God in these verses comfort you in times of suffering and affliction? How do the 
cross and the resurrection of Christ remind us that God has ultimately heard our cries? (PSG, p. 15)
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TRANSITION: Moses is told what God will do and that God will use Moses to make all this happen. 
Moses offered some options. 

READ: As you read aloud Exodus 3:11-14, encourage the group to consider the real question 
behind the questions Moses posed. 

CHART: Point to the chart and call for the group to list the actions Moses took in this passage. 
Suggest that Moses’ questions for God were basically “who am I” and “who are You.” Lead 
them to identify God’s response to both questions. On the chart, add how God responded. 

DO: Call attention to the Bible Skill (PSG, p. 15). Assign the four Bible passages to volunteers 
in the group. Invite each volunteer to read aloud his or her assigned passage and then 
respond to the questions included. 

DISCUSS: Lead the group to discuss the relationship between God’s promised presence and 
His identity. Ask: In a world filled with unreliable people and broken promises, how does God’s 
promise enable us to trust Him despite our challenges or circumstances? (PSG, p. 16)

TRANSITION: Summarize Exodus 3:15–4:12, highlighting other excuses given by Moses. 

READ: Read aloud Exodus 4:13. Invite volunteers to create a paraphrase of Moses’ last 
excuse. Direct the group to the PSG for assistance if needed (p. 16). Characterize Moses as 
offering the services of anyone as long as that anyone was not him. 

READ: Direct a volunteer to read aloud Exodus 4:14-16, while the others describe the 
response. Ask: Do you consider God’s response to be firm, diplomatic, conciliatory, or impatient? 
Explain. Clarify from your study as needed. 

DISCUSS: Highlight the provisions God gave Moses (Aaron, signs, presence). Point to how 
the provisions were related to Moses’ weaknesses or perceived weaknesses. Ask: How did 
God plan on demonstrating His power through Moses’ weaknesses? What does this passage teach 
about how God uses our weaknesses to accomplish His purposes? (PSG, p. 17)

CHART: Call attention to the chart and allow volunteers to suggest items that need to be 
added to the lists. Explain that after the exchange with God, Moses informed Jethro (his 
father-in-law) and departed for Egypt. Add “left for Egypt” to the chart under Moses. 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

REVIEW: Look over the chart created during the session. Call attention to the statements 
under In My Context (PSG, p. 18). Lead the group to identify actions on the list that relate 
to each statement. 

RESPOND: Call attention to the first question set under In My Context (PSG, p. 18): Record 
your understanding of the role God desires you to play in redeeming His people. What steps do 
you need to take to carry out the mission you have identified? Lead the group to record their 
responses in their copies of the PSG. Challenge the group to take the steps they identified, 
trusting Jesus to empower and enable them. 

PRAY: Read the summary statement for this session under the title on page 10 of the PSG. 
Lead the group in prayer, thanking God for inviting and empowering the members of the 
group to serve His purposes and asking that they would be faithful to fulfilling that purpose. 
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PRACTICE
• Affirm associate members of your group (people who are leading in other areas that at 

one time were part of your group) by sending them a note of appreciation. Make sure 
to include them in any future fellowship or ministry activities planned by your group. 

• Look for people who may be potential leaders in your group or who could lead another 
group within your church. Ask that God use you to develop and encourage them. 

MORE IDEAS
FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

As the group arrives, inquire if they would rather be the new CEO of a struggling company 
looking for a new direction or the new CEO of a very successful company with high 
expectations for the future. Create two smaller teams based on the responses: the struggling 
group and the successful group. Direct each team to discuss with the others why they selected 
the option they did. After most have arrived, invite representatives from each team to share 
their rationale. Call attention to the paragraph and the questions on page 10 of the PSG. Lead 
the group to look for how God addressed the doubts Moses expressed. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT

• To supplement discussion of Exodus 3:4-6, lead the group to review the Key Doctrine 
(PSG, p. 13). Call for them to identify other Bible stories where God revealed Himself 
to an individual or group (possible answers: Paul on the Damascus road, Samuel as 
a child, Jesus at the transfiguration, Isaiah). Lead the group to review one or two of 
these situations, comparing those events to how God revealed Himself to Moses. 

• To enhance the discussion of Exodus 3:7-10, distribute copies of the list of church 
volunteer responsibilities. Invite group members to identify responsibilities on the list 
that they carry. Lead the group to discuss ways each responsibility is an assignment 
from God and helps your church fulfill her mission and purpose.  

• Pre-enlist two people to role-play the conversation between Moses and God in Exodus 
3:11-14. Ask them to read Exodus 3:11–4:12 for context. Invite the volunteers to 
present their role-play for verses 11-14. Lead the group to discuss different ways the 
conversation could have been portrayed. Include an opportunity for the group to 
propose excuses often used by believers today. 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

Distribute paper and pencils. Guide the group to illustrate one of the provisions given to 
Moses by God that would help Moses succeed (Aaron, God’s presence, staff, etc.). Then 
guide group members to illustrate a provision given by God today that could help a believer 
succeed in a God-given assignment. Allow volunteers to share their illustrations. Conclude by 
directing the group to respond to the second question set under In My Context (PSG, p. 18).  

SUGGESTED MUSIC IDEA

Lead the group to quietly recite the words to “Holy Ground,” by Geron Davis. 

© 2017 LifeWay



23Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________

Confrontation
God displays His power, reminding all that He alone is worthy of worship.

Session 2

EXODUS 7:1-13
MEMORY VERSE: EXODUS 6:7

PREPARE TO LEAD THE GROUP TIME

READ Exodus 5:1–10:29 and Understand the Context (pp. 24–25). Note the escalating intensity of 

the conversations between Moses and Pharaoh and the increased hardening of Pharaoh’s heart.

STUDY Exodus 7:1-13, using Explore the Text (pp. 25–29). Pay close attention to the promises made 

by God. As you review Explore the Text (pp. 25–29), record your responses to the questions included.

PLAN the group time using ideas under Lead Group Bible Study (pp. 30–31). Consult QuickSource 

for additional discussion questions (available from LifeWay.com).

GROW with other group leaders at the Groups Ministry blog (LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry).

GATHER the following items:   Personal Study Guides. For More Ideas (p. 32):   Various newspapers 

and magazines; and   Construction paper and pens. Prepare to display the following Pack Items:  

 PACK ITEM 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus);   PACK ITEM 6 (Poster: The Ten Plagues); and  

 PACK ITEM 11 (Poster: Exodus 6:7). 
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FIRST THOUGHTS
Christians affirm that God is all powerful and is able to perfectly accomplish 
His will. The biblical writers often propose the rhetorical question, “Is 
anything impossible for the Lord?” (see Gen. 18:14; Jer. 32:27). Ironically, 
we often treat God’s omnipotence as hypothetical. While most of us do not 
question God’s power explicitly, many times we live our day-to-day lives 
that way. 

Let’s be honest. We like being in control and calling the shots. We may 
even have our own ideas about how God should work in a specific situation. 
We are not questioning His power, but perhaps we question His wisdom 
or willingness to act. It boils down to us being stubborn and unwilling to 
allow God to be God. 

(In PSG, p. 19) Think about a time when you let your stubbornness get 
the best of you. How did that experience open the door for you to learn 
about God and His power? 

In Exodus 5–10 we enter into the saga of Israel’s slavery under Pharaoh. 
It is important to remember that the Egyptians viewed Pharaoh as the 
divine offspring of their sun god, and they believed he became the god 
of the afterlife upon his death. In other words, Pharaoh was a false god 
waging war against the God of Israel. In this narrative, Pharaoh was not 
only hostile to God’s people but also hostile to the one true God. At every 
turn, Pharaoh used his power to oppose God’s purposes for His people. 
This is a narrative reporting the divine war between the god of Egypt and 
the God of Israel delivering blow after blow at one another. However, in the 
end, the God of Israel was the only one standing as the true sovereign God 
over all creation.

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
EXODUS 5:1–10:29

After Moses’ encounter with God at Horeb (Ex. 3–4), Moses and Aaron 
confronted Pharaoh for the first time about releasing God’s people (5:1). 
They requested permission for the Israelites to go into the wilderness and 
worship God. Pharaoh’s response was swift and decisive: “Who is the Lord 
that I should obey him by letting Israel go? I don’t know the Lord, and 
besides, I will not let Israel go” (5:2). Pharaoh oppressed the people even 
more. The Israelite foremen confronted Moses and Aaron, blaming them 
for the Israelites’ additional suffering (5:3-21).

Moses experienced a major moment of self-doubt. He was confused 
by the results of this first encounter with Pharaoh. Exodus 5:22-23 notes 

KEY DOCTRINE

God 
To Him we owe the highest 
love, reverence, and obedience.

BIBLICAL 
ILLUSTRATOR

For additional context, read 
“Serpents: What the Egyptians 
Believed” in the Fall 2017 issue 
of Biblical Illustrator. Available at 
LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator.

BIBLE SKILL

Read, reflect on, and react to a 
Bible verse. 

Read this week’s memory verse, 
Exodus 6:7. Read it aloud, 
placing emphasis on the nouns. 
Read it aloud a second time, 
placing emphasis on the verbs. 
What emotions are appealed 
to in this verse? What emotions 
did you experience as you read 
the verse aloud? How should 
the reality of this verse impact 
how you worship?
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Moses’ spiritual agony and self-doubt: “Lord, why have you caused trouble 
for this people? And why did you ever send me? Ever since I went in to 
Pharaoh to speak in your name he has caused trouble for this people, and 
you haven’t rescued your people at all.” Moses needed the reassurance that 
what God had called him to do and say was right and true. God answered 
Moses with stunning clarity: “Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh: 
because of a strong hand he will let them go, and because of a strong hand 
he will drive them from his land” (Ex. 6:1). Further, God reminded Moses 
that He would grant His people freedom no matter the consequences of 
this first confrontation. In addition, God did a very gracious thing for 
Moses—He reminded him that He is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and that He is a covenant-keeping God. God was reminding Moses 
that there was a larger, redemptive story—God’s plan to make a people 
for Himself—and no man, not even Pharaoh, would be able to hinder 
God’s purposes. 

When God ordered Moses to return to Pharaoh, Moses protested that 
Pharaoh would not listen to him since he spoke poorly. God answered his 
objection by sending Aaron to speak His words mediated through Moses. 
God declared that since Pharaoh would not let the Israelites go, He would 
bring His people out by His power. Moses and Aaron again confronted 
Pharaoh, showing him a sign by turning Aaron’s staff into a serpent. 
But when the Egyptian sorcerers did the same with their staffs, Pharaoh 
refused to let the Israelites go (6:10–7:13). 

God then sent a series of plagues on the Egyptians. The water in the Nile 
River turned to blood. Then frogs, gnats, and flies overran the land. One 
plague caused the death of livestock. Another brought boils, while another 
was a plague of deadly hail. Still another brought swarms of locusts. Then a 
plague of darkness covered Egypt. 

Moses announced each plague, and each arrived and departed exactly 
as he stated. As the plagues progressed, they became more devastating. 
Several times Pharaoh promised to let the Israelites go, but when each 
plague ended, he refused to free the people. The plagues punished 
Egypt, showed the powerlessness of their gods, and demonstrated God’s 
sovereignty (7:14–10:29). 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
STRATEGY EXPLAINED (EX. 7:1-5)

VERSES 1-2

God explained to Moses His strategy for the release of His people. First, 
He told Moses that He would give him a persona before Pharaoh that was 
powerful and confident: “See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh.” Moses 
was not a god. In fact, we have already learned that he could be rather 
reluctant and obstinate at times. But Pharaoh would experience God’s work 
in Moses as if he were a god, powerful and confident. 

EXODUS 7:1-2

1 The Lord answered 
Moses, “See, I have 
made you like God to 
Pharaoh, and Aaron 
your brother will be 
your prophet. 2 You 
must say whatever I 
command you; then 
Aaron your brother 
must declare it to 
Pharaoh so that he will 
let the Israelites go from 
his land.
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Second, God would give Aaron to serve as Moses’ prophet. Moses 
doubted his effectiveness as a speaker (see 4:10; 6:30), so in response, God 
called Aaron to speak on Moses’ behalf. As God called Moses to be His 
instrument, He also called Aaron to be the instrument through whom 
Moses would speak. The Lord instructed Moses to speak to Pharaoh exactly 
as instructed (whatever I command you). 

Key concepts already mentioned in 4:14-16 are summarized and 
repeated here in 7:1, but with some differences. In 4:16, Aaron was called the 
“mouth”; here Aaron is specifically called a prophet. In 4:16 the emphasis 
was on Aaron’s speaking to “the people”; here the designated audience is 
Pharaoh. Aaron would speak God’s message both to the Israelites and 
to Pharaoh.

The reference to Egypt as his land, that is, Pharaoh’s land, highlights 
the fact that Moses and the Israelites were to think of Egypt as someone 
else’s country, not theirs. The Israelites really did not belong in Egypt. God 
had promised them another land. In contrast to his land, “your land” is the 
term given to the promised land (see 23:26,33; 34:24).

(In PSG, p. 22) How would God’s providing Aaron as spokesperson bolster 
Moses’ confidence? How does the promise of Christ’s presence bolster 
our confidence to share the gospel? 

VERSES 3-4

The Lord repeated His intention to harden Pharaoh’s heart (see 4:21). He 
would do this to accomplish His purposes for Israel. As God used Moses 
and Aaron as His instruments, He would use Pharaoh as well. This raises 
some questions: if God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, was Pharaoh responsible 
for his actions? And does not the Bible also state that Pharaoh hardened 
his own heart? We are introduced here to the mystery of the intersection of 
divine sovereignty and human responsibility. 

Tracing this intersection throughout Exodus is instructive. Before 
Moses left for Egypt, God stated He would harden Pharaoh’s heart so that 
Pharaoh would not free the Israelites (4:21). Exodus 9:12; 10:1; 10:20; 10:27; 
11:10; and 14:8 then tell us that God did what He said He would do—God 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart. Yet the Bible also states that Pharaoh hardened 
his own heart (see 8:15,32), and sometimes it simply reports Pharaoh’s 
heart as being hardened without giving a cause (see 7:22; 8:19). Both God 
and Pharaoh hardened Pharaoh’s heart. How can this be? While many have 
speculated in positive and meaningful ways about how divine sovereignty 
and human responsibility can coexist, in the end, it is a mystery that we 
must embrace with humility and faith.

Hardening referred to an individual’s refusal to accept or obey God. Such 
hardness of heart dulled a person’s sensitivity to sin and led to a life so ingrained 
in sin and disobedience that repentance seemed remote, if not impossible. 

EXODUS 7:3-4

3 But I will harden 
Pharaoh’s heart and 
multiply my signs and 
wonders in the land of 
Egypt. 4 Pharaoh will 
not listen to you, but I 
will put my hand into 
Egypt and bring the 
military divisions of my 
people the Israelites out 
of the land of Egypt by 
great acts of judgment.
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Pharaoh did not know or want to know God. Although the burgeoning 
population of Israelites rattled him, he did not want to lose the cheap labor 
these people provided. Thus he hardened his heart against God’s commands. 
God used Pharaoh’s hard heart to multiply His signs and wonders in Egypt, 
judging the Egyptians for enslaving His people and demonstrating His 
control over all creation. The plagues would demonstrate the Egyptian 
gods’ inability to protect their nation. God’s accomplishing His will would 
demonstrate His sovereignty and power. He would bring the powerful 
nation of Egypt to its knees, not just for punishment but also so that the 
Egyptians might come to know the one true God. 

God’s plan did not depend on Pharaoh’s cooperation. Pharaoh might 
refuse to obey God, but he could never prevent God from delivering His 
people. Neither Pharaoh nor the Egyptian army could stop God from 
accomplishing His will, and neither could the Egyptian gods. 

VERSE 5

This verse reminds us that God is working in the world so all people 
will recognize His power and sovereign rule. The Israelites knew of God 
through the experiences of the patriarchs and through the signs Moses 
and Aaron had already shown them (4:30). But the Egyptians, so far, had 
no experience with God, and they had no desire to know Him. 

God’s words through Moses and His powerful acts of judgment would 
bear witness to Pharaoh and the Egyptians. They would be compelled to 
acknowledge the Lord’s supremacy because of His mighty acts of judgment. 
One day all people will know that the Lord is the one true God, either in 
salvation or in judgment (Phil. 2:10-11). 

(In PSG, p. 23) How do you see people hardening their hearts toward God 
today? How does what you see compare with Pharaoh’s hardened heart? 

SIMPLE OBEDIENCE (EX. 7:6-7)

VERSES 6-7

How did Moses and Aaron respond to this stunning revelation of God’s 
sovereign plan to set His people free and to show Himself as the one true 
God to Pharaoh? They fully obeyed God’s directions, doing exactly what 
they were told to do. God loves this kind of obedience. In fact, God would 
rather have us obey Him than to perform and plan an elaborate series of 
services or special events (1 Sam. 15:22). Believers demonstrate faith in 
God through simple acts of obedience.

There is a kind of physical and spiritual tenacity to the faith of Moses 
and Aaron. Verse 7 draws attention to the ages of Moses and Aaron: Moses 
was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three when they spoke to Pharaoh. 

EXODUS 7:5

5 The Egyptians will know 
that I am the Lord when 
I stretch out my hand 
against Egypt and bring 
out the Israelites from 
among them.”

EXODUS 7:6-7

6 So Moses and Aaron 
did this; they did just as 
the Lord commanded 
them. 7 Moses was 
eighty years old and 
Aaron eighty-three when 
they spoke to Pharaoh.
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When most were moving into retirement age, Moses and Aaron spent 
the next forty years of their lives actively involved in ministry, leading, 
instructing, and shepherding God’s people. 

(In PSG, p. 25) What attitudes toward God do you see demonstrated by 
Moses and Aaron’s obedience? How are their attitudes toward God in 
opposition to the attitude seen in Pharaoh? 

SIGNS AND WONDERS (EX. 7:8-13)

VERSES 8-10

When Moses and Aaron requested that Pharaoh let Israel go in 5:1-3, they 
had not yet performed any of the signs from the Lord demonstrating His 
sovereign power. Exodus 7:8-13 narrates the sign of turning Aaron’s staff 
into a serpent. This was the first sign Moses and Aaron demonstrated 
to Pharaoh before the ten plagues were unleashed on Egypt and the 
instructions were given to the Israelites (7:14–13:16). 

Ten Plagues on Egypt

The Plague The Effect
Blood (7:14-25) Pharaoh’s heart is hardened (7:22).
Frogs (8:1-15) Pharaoh begs for relief, promises freedom 

(8:8), and his heart is hardened (8:15).

Gnats (8:16-19) Pharaoh’s heart is hardened (8:19).
Flies (8:20-32) Pharaoh bargains (8:28); his heart is 

hardened (8:32).

Livestock (9:1-7) Pharaoh’s heart is hardened (9:7).
Boils (9:8-12) Pharaoh’s heart is hardened (9:12).
Hail (9:13-35) Pharaoh begs for relief (9:27), promises 

freedom (9:28), and his heart is hardened 
(9:35).

Locusts (10:1-20) Pharaoh bargains (10:11), begs for relief 
(10:17), and his heart is hardened (10:20).

Darkness (10:21-29) Pharaoh bargains (10:24); his heart is 
hardened (10:27).

Death (12:29) Pharaoh and Egypt beg for Israel to leave 
Egypt (12:31-33).

EXODUS 7:8-10

8 The Lord said to 
Moses and Aaron, 
9 “When Pharaoh tells 
you, ‘Perform a miracle,’ 
tell Aaron, ‘Take your 
staff and throw it down 
before Pharaoh. It will 
become a serpent.’” 10 So 
Moses and Aaron went 
in to Pharaoh and did 
just as the Lord had 
commanded. Aaron 
threw down his staff 
before Pharaoh and his 
officials, and it became 
a serpent.
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VERSES 11-12

Turning Moses’ staff into a serpent was the first of three instances in 
which the magicians of Egypt saw the sign that Aaron performed and then 
did the same by their occult practices (see also 7:22; 8:7). The Egyptian 
magicians functioned as mystical priests in the service of the Egyptian 
gods. The text does not provide any explanation for the means by which 
these magicians performed their signs. It makes it clear, however, that 
Aaron’s staff swallowed their staffs, indicating God’s supreme power 
over the magic of man. 

This minor demonstration of God’s power would only be the beginning 
of God’s unleashing His mighty power in a series of plagues (see chart on 
p. 28) that would (1) overwhelm the land of Egypt; (2) confront the many 
false deities the Egyptians worshiped; and (3) destroy the notion that 
Pharaoh was himself a god. 

VERSE 13

No matter the signs and wonders Moses and Aaron did, Pharaoh 
increasingly hardened his heart. As a result, things went from bad to 
worse for Pharaoh and Egypt. One can only imagine how the land of Egypt 
was ravaged with destruction and disgrace after the series of plagues 
God sent. The stench of death and destruction must have been in the 
air. Further, it must have been a humbling process for the Egyptians to 
see their imaginary deities confronted and exposed as false deities. They 
continued to harden their hearts, refusing to listen to the voice of God 
and set God’s people free. How sad it is when God gives every evidence 
of Himself to us, yet we refuse to listen, obey, worship, and serve Him. 
Pharaoh was without excuse, and so is everyone who sees evidence of 
God’s power and presence, yet does not respond in faith.  

(In PSG, p. 26) How does Pharaoh’s repeatedly going back on his word 
mirror characteristics of false repentance? What is the difference between 
false repentance and true repentance? 

In calling Moses to lead His people out of Egyptian bondage, God 
demonstrated to Moses that He is holy. He then revealed to Moses 
that He is also all powerful and that no false deity or earthly king 
can thwart His plans. In a brief period of time, Moses was exposed to 
God’s holiness and omnipotence. These two attributes of God would 
continually be evident as Moses led God’s people all the way to the edge 
of the promised land. 

EXODUS 7:11-12

11 But then Pharaoh 
called the wise men 
and sorcerers—the 
magicians of Egypt, and 
they also did the same 
thing by their occult 
practices. 12 Each one 
threw down his staff, 
and it became a serpent. 
But Aaron’s staff 
swallowed their staffs.

EXODUS 7:13

13 However, Pharaoh’s 
heart was hard, and he 
did not listen to them, 
as the Lord had said.

© 2017 LifeWay



E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e |  L e a der Gu i de30

LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY

FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

LIST: As group members arrive, direct them to identify things about which a person can be 
stubborn. You may want to recruit a volunteer to keep a list of the things named. After most 
have arrived, review some of the things identified. 

DISCUSS: Lead the group to define “stubborn.” Ask: When can stubbornness be good? When can 
it be bad? Highlight the potential dangers of stubbornness. Lead the group to discuss the 
relationship that may exist between stubbornness and pride or arrogance. Ask: Think about 
a time when you let your stubbornness get the best of you. How did that experience open the door 
for you to learn about God and His power? (PSG, p. 19)

TRANSITION: In today’s study, we will discover how Pharaoh’s stubbornness would prove to be 
costly for his country. Challenge the group to look for how God demonstrated His power 
through the stubbornness of a human. 

MINI-LECTURE: Present a mini-lecture, briefly summarizing Exodus 5–6. Use Pack Item 2 
(Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus; also on PSG, p. 9) to help the group gain an understanding of 
where the passage for today fits into the larger story of Exodus. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT

READ: As you read aloud Exodus 7:1-5, direct the group to listen for the promises God made 
to Moses.  

DISCOVER: Create three teams (an individual can be a team). Assign to each team one 
of the following Scriptures: Exodus 7:1-2; Exodus 7:3; Exodus 7:4-5. Direct each team to 
review the assigned passage and the comments about the assigned passage in the PSG  
(pp. 21–23). Encourage the teams to identify the promise made, insights about that promise, 
and questions that may need to be clarified. After allowing each team to work, call for a 
volunteer from each team to share. Clarify as needed using information gleaned from this 
leader guide (pp. 25–27) and your personal study. Allow the groups to present any questions 
included in the PSG for group discussion. 

DISCUSS: Remind the group of the three promises God made (Aaron as a mouthpiece, 
Pharaoh’s heart hardened, and God will deliver). Lead them to discuss how each of these 
promises could have been a source of encouragement for Moses. Ask: How important do 
you think it was for God to explain to Moses that Pharaoh would become more defiant? How could 
knowing the end result help Moses endure the defiance of Pharaoh? 

READ: Invite a volunteer to read aloud Exodus 7:6-7.

GUIDE: Call attention to the section title for this passage in the PSG (Simple Obedience). 
Guide the group to propose other titles that could have been used to describe the action in 
Exodus 7:6-7. If Moses’ and Aaron’s ages are not referenced, challenge the group to develop 
a title that reflects their ages. 
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DISCUSS: How did the ages of Moses and Aaron impact this story? Why do you think it was 
so important for their ages to be included in the passage? Remind the group that obedience 
to God never stops. Ask: What attitudes toward God do you see demonstrated by Moses and 
Aaron’s obedience? How are their attitudes toward God in opposition to the attitude seen in 
Pharaoh? (PSG, p. 25)

TRANSITION: Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh, knowing the stubbornness they were about  
to face. 

READ: Direct the group to silently read Exodus 7:8-13, noting the progression of the action. 

DO: Point to Exodus 5:1-3, emphasizing that Moses had already appealed to Pharaoh before. 
Invite volunteers to present the progression they discovered. Emphasize that the action was 
unfolding just as God said it would. Lead the group to propose what the actions included in 
this Scripture passage reveal about God. Highlight responses that relate to His sovereignty. 
Help the group understand that God and God alone is worthy of our praise. 

DISCUSS: Call attention to Pack Item 6 (Poster: The Ten Plagues). Review the content included 
on the pack item, identifying the plagues that would follow. Briefly summarize Exodus 
7:14–10:29, characterizing Pharaoh as agreeing to release the Israelites and then changing 
his mind as each plague subsided. Ask: How does Pharaoh’s repeatedly going back on his word 
mirror characteristics of false repentance? What is the difference between false repentance and true 
repentance? (PSG, p. 26)

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

REVIEW: Call attention to the summary statement under the session title on page 19 of the 
PSG (God displays His power, reminding all that He alone is worthy of worship). Call for volunteers 
to suggest ways this truth is demonstrated in today’s Bible passage. Point to the bulleted 
statements under In My Context (PSG, p. 27). Lead the group to propose how each bulleted 
statement relates to the session summary statement. 

RESPOND: Call attention to the second question set under In My Context (PSG, p. 27): List 
some of the powers of this world that hold people in captivity and keep them in the dark about 
Christ. Discuss with your group actions the group can take to point people to the greater power of 
God. What actions can be taken now? Lead the group to follow the directions given. Challenge 
them to find practical ways of demonstrating confidence in God in the next week. 

MEMORIZE: Call attention to Pack Item 11 (Poster: Exodus 6:7) and the memory verse for 
this session. Challenge everyone to memorize the verse as a way of remembering that God 
is the only One worthy of our worship. 

PRAY: Close in prayer, thanking God for working in our world. Express praise for His power 
and for how He is working in the lives of the group members to bring about His purposes. 
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PRACTICE
• Take time to examine your life for areas where you have fallen short in simple obedience. 

Ask God to give you the courage to act and be an example for the group you lead.

• Review the organization of your Bible study group. Identify areas of responsibility that 
may need to be assigned to a volunteer in the group. Put together a plan for recruiting 
and training people to do the work of the group. 

• Pray for your group that God will soften any hearts that may be hardened or that are 
moving toward being hardened. 

MORE IDEAS
FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

To replace the list idea under Focus Attention, provide newspapers and magazines. As 
group members arrive, direct them to locate news stories that reflect stubbornness in 
some way. You may direct them to use electronic devices to search the Internet for stories 
as well. As stories are located, encourage the person who located the story to share how 
stubbornness is demonstrated in that story. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT

• To supplement the team assignments for Exodus 7:1-5, provide each team with a piece 
of construction paper. Direct them to create something by tearing the paper into a 
shape that represents the promise made by God. As each group reports, invite them to 
include an explanation of the item they have created. 

• To enhance the discussion of Moses’ and Aaron’s ages, lead the group to identify the 
potential strengths and weaknesses of being in their eighties. Ask: What role does age 
play in being obedient to God? How does it make it easier? More difficult? Challenge the 
group to be obedient regardless of age. 

• To illustrate the reading of Exodus 7:8-13, distribute pieces of construction paper and 
pencils. Designate some group members to be Moses and the others to be Pharaoh. 
Read the passage slowly, stopping between each action. Direct the group to use emojis, 
faces, or some other images to draw the reaction that their assigned person may have 
had at that point in the story. Allow volunteers to share as desired.  

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

To enhance the memory verse, lead the group to complete the Bible Skill activity (PSG, p. 24). 
Emphasize the importance of worship that reflects a deep understanding of who God is. 

SUGGESTED MUSIC IDEA

To supplement the review idea under Summarize and Challenge, highlight the last phrase 
in the session summary statement in the PSG on page 19 ( … He alone is worthy of worship). 
Invite volunteers to share personal experiences in which they discovered the truth of this 
statement. Close by leading the group to sing “Worthy of Worship,” by Terry W. York.
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Liberation
God provides deliverance for those willing to trust Him.

Session 3

EXODUS 12:1-13
MEMORY VERSE: EXODUS 13:3

PREPARE TO LEAD THE GROUP TIME

READ Exodus 11:1–13:16, First Thoughts (p. 34), and Understand the Context (pp. 34–35). Look for 

different actions that required the Israelites to demonstrate obedient faith.

STUDY Exodus 12:1-13, using Explore the Text (pp. 35–39). Focus on the specifics about the lamb to 

be sacrificed. Also identify the significance of the actions required of the Israelites. Additional insight 

can be found in the Explore the Bible Adult Commentary (available from LifeWay.com).

PLAN the group time using ideas under Lead Group Bible Study (pp. 40–41) and More Ideas (p. 42), 

in QuickSource, and on Blog.LifeWay.com/ExploretheBible/Adults/LeaderExtras. Consider using at 

least one of the More Ideas during this week’s group time.

GROW from expert insights on weekly studies through the Ministry Grid (MinistryGrid.com/Web/

ExploretheBible).

GATHER the following items:   Personal Study Guides;   Pens for each group member;   Clean 

cotton balls;   A bottle of red paint or a red-colored soft drink;   Running shoes;   A blindfold; 

 A Bible dictionary. For More Ideas (p. 42):   Snacks for each person. Prepare to display the 

following Pack Items:   PACK ITEM 6 (Poster: The Ten Plagues); and   PACK ITEM 7 (Chart: 

Jewish Feasts). 
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FIRST THOUGHTS
Throughout our lives we make decisions that have implications for our 
identity. One part of our identity is formed by whom or with what we 
associate. The people with whom we choose to associate and the type of 
activities in which we invest our time form who we are and communicate 
to those around us what we value. In some instances, immediate decisions 
have lasting effects on our identity.

(In PSG, p. 28) What are some of the common identity markers that define 
us and communicate who we are to others?

In the Christian life it is important to understand that our actions 
reveal our identity. When we act in faith against the internal pressures of 
our fears and outside influences of those around us, it sets us apart. This is 
why it is important to remember not only who God is but also what He has 
called us to do. In the narrative of the Passover, we remember God’s saving 
power and grace toward His people. Moreover, we see that Israel was called 
to act in faith according to God’s promised actions. In many ways, their 
actions identified them as God’s chosen people. 

The exodus event is central to the identity of God’s people from 
generation to generation. Time and time again, God called Israel to look 
back and remember their salvation and deliverance from Egypt. Throughout 
the Old Testament, the people of God were called to remember their 
God (Neh. 4:14; Eccl. 12:1; Ps. 105:5). Jesus, when instituting the Lord’s 
Supper, commanded the church to look back: “Do this in remembrance of 
me” (Luke 22:19). God’s salvation is important for our formative memory 
and our ongoing identity.

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
EXODUS 11:1–13:16

Having called Moses (Ex. 3:4-14; 4:13-16) and confronted Pharaoh through 
Moses about releasing His people (7:1-13), God was now ready to set His people 
free from bondage. Both Israel and Egypt would know the identity of the one 
true God. Israel would be established as a nation—with both an identity and 
land—as the fulfillment of God’s promises to His covenant people. 

Egypt had been ravaged by nine plagues (chaps. 7–10). The stench of 
death must have been in the air. Pharaoh and his wise men were astonished 
at the power of God and, simultaneously, at the inability of their nonexistent 
deities to respond. At the same time, Israel must have been wondering if 
God’s actions were producing the desired result. It seemed like every time 

KEY DOCTRINE

God the Son 
In His substitutionary death on 
the cross, Jesus made provision 
for the redemption of men 
from sin.

BIBLICAL 
ILLUSTRATOR

For additional context, read 
“Death of the Firstborn,” 
available digitally in the Fall 
2017 Biblical Illustrator for 
Explore the Bible at LifeWay.
com/BiblicalIllustrator.
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Moses showed up to confront Pharaoh, their suffering and oppression only 
worsened (chap. 5). 

But God was not finished. He told Moses He would bring one final 
plague upon the Egyptians, after which Pharaoh would drive the Israelites 
out (11:1). The Lord instructed Moses to tell the Israelites to ask their 
Egyptian neighbors for gold and silver jewelry. He knew the Egyptians, 
having witnessed His power, would give the Israelites whatever they 
requested (11:2-3). God’s people would not leave Egypt empty-handed. 
Then, God revealed that He would pass through Egypt about midnight, 
killing the firstborn males in every Egyptian family, flock, and herd, 
but sparing the Israelites (11:4-5). Though God would provide a way of 
protection for His people (11:7), so serious was this judgment that God told 
Moses that Pharaoh would beg him and the Israelites to leave Egypt (11:8). 
God would bring a final hardening of Pharaoh’s heart as he refused to let 
God’s people go (11:9-10). 

It was at this point that God told Moses and Aaron how to prepare for 
His deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt, giving specific instructions for 
celebrating the Passover on that night and from then on. The animal blood 
smeared on the doorposts would be a sign for God’s angel to pass over the 
house without killing the firstborn (12:13). God instructed the Israelites 
to remove yeast from their houses and to hold a sacred assembly on the 
first and seventh days of the festival (12:15-16). After Moses and Aaron 
instructed the Israelite leaders, the Israelites worshiped God and did as He 
commanded (12:28) 

At midnight God struck the firstborn of all Egyptian families and 
livestock (12:29). Pharaoh summoned Moses and ordered the Israelites to 
leave (12:30-32). God granted the Israelites favor with the Egyptians, and 
the Egyptians gave the Israelites gold and silver (12:35-36). The huge group 
of Israelites left, carrying their unleavened dough. Non-Israelites also 
accompanied them, along with many animals (12:37-38). 

God gave further instructions regarding the Passover celebration, 
stating that no uncircumcised individuals could participate in the ritual. 
God then commanded that every firstborn son and male animal should 
be consecrated to Him, stating that after the Israelites arrived in Canaan 
they must redeem every firstborn male, both human and animal. When 
children of later generations asked the reason for the redemption of the 
firstborn, the parents were to explain that the custom was based on God’s 
deliverance of His people from Egypt (12:43–13:16). 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
PREPARED (EX. 12:1-5)

VERSES 1-2

God gave Moses and Aaron specific instructions about how the Passover 
was to be instituted. First, the Passover was to be celebrated in the month 

BIBLE SKILL

Use a Bible dictionary (either 
in print or online) to learn more 
about the Passover lamb.

In a Bible dictionary, look up 
“Passover” and “Lamb of God.” 
Review the biblical passages 
listed in the entries. How does 
the Passover lamb point to 
Christ? Having contemplated 
the nature of the Passover lamb, 
write a brief description of how 
Jesus fulfilled that role for us. 

 

EXODUS 12:1-2

1 The Lord said to 
Moses and Aaron in the 
land of Egypt: 2 “This 
month is to be the 
beginning of months for 
you; it is the first month 
of your year.
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of Nisan [NIGH san] (our modern day March–April), the month that would 
become the first month of their new year. Prior to the Babylonian exile, 
this month was known as Abib [AY bib], but after the exile it was finally 
established as Nisan (Neh. 2:1). 

A spring new year would differentiate God’s people from the Canaanites, 
who celebrated an autumn new year. In addition, the Israelite year would 
begin by focusing on God’s deliverance. The people could enter the new 
year trusting in God’s deliverance in the present and future.  

The Bible gives us great detail in these matters to establish the fact 
that the exodus and Passover were actual, historical events. Some critics 
of the Bible suggest that there is no evidence for the exodus event, but 
in fact Scripture gives us details that are affirmed by historical and 
archaeological data. 

VERSES 3-4

The commemoration of God’s deliverance of His people from Egypt 
featured a special meal. Every household needed to select a lamb or a goat 
from the flock on the tenth day of the month. Since the animal would 
not be slaughtered until the fourteenth day of the month (v. 6), each 
household would have to care for the animal for four days. God wanted 
no last-minute preparations for the sacred commemoration. The entire 
household would work, worship, and reflect together by caring for the 
animal, preparing the meal, eating together, and remembering God’s 
amazing deliverance. 

Not all Israelite families in Egypt or in later times would be able to 
eat a whole animal in one night. God allowed neighboring families to 
join together and share one animal. A meal with too many people would 
be better than a meal with too few. The Passover meal was not meant to 
encourage gluttony or to feed a family or several families for several days. 
The meal commemorated that the Israelites were quickly leaving Egypt. 

By eating together the Israelites symbolized their unity under God 
and their commitment to obey Him. We do the same as Christians when 
we participate in the Lord’s Supper. Through this ordinance, believers 
remember Christ’s death for us, experience unity, and reaffirm our 
commitment to Him. 

VERSE 5 

Families could select either a lamb or goat from the flock as long as it was 
an unblemished animal, a year-old male. Sickly or injured animals could 
not rightly symbolize the perfect deliverance of His people by the perfect 
God. The Israelites needed to offer their very best. 

Sheep and goats typically gave birth to lambs and kids in the spring, 
so the lamb or goat would be around one year old and almost full grown. 
Shepherds usually kept a few males in the flock for breeding purposes, 
while selling or eating the others. They kept almost all the females to 
build the flock and to provide milk. Securing a year-old animal would 
constitute a sacrifice, but God would enable the flocks to rebuild and 
even increase. 

EXODUS 12:3-5

3 Tell the whole 
community of Israel 
that on the tenth day of 
this month they must 
each select an animal of 
the flock according to 
their fathers’ families, 
one animal per family. 
4 If the household is 
too small for a whole 
animal, that person and 
the neighbor nearest his 
house are to select one 
based on the combined 
number of people; 
you should apportion 
the animal according 
to what each will eat. 
5 You must have an 
unblemished animal, a 
year-old male; you may 
take it from either the 
sheep or the goats.
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The unblemished sacrifices the Israelites presented each year at Passover 
foreshadowed the perfect sacrifice God made for all time in the death of 
Jesus Christ, God’s Son. Jesus was the perfect sacrifice, unblemished by 
sin (see John 1:29; 1 Pet. 1:19). Through faith in Him, we can have a new 
beginning and a new life. 

(In PSG, p. 32) How does preparation for a tradition or event add to the 
significance of that tradition or event? What preparations help you better 
see the significance of a practice like the Lord’s Supper?

SACRIFICED (EX. 12:6-7)

VERSE 6

Chosen on the tenth day of the month (v. 3), the lamb was to be kept until 
the fourteenth day of the month, at which time it was to be sacrificed 
at twilight (literally, “between the two evenings”). Bible scholars have 
interpreted this expression in at least two different ways. Some view it as 
referring to the time between sunset and dark. Others believe the phrase 
designates the time in the afternoon when the heat of the sun begins 
to lessen (three or four o’clock) and sunset. Deuteronomy 16:6 identifies 
the time for the slaughter as “in the evening as the sun sets.” Eating the 
sacrificial animal took place after nightfall (Ex. 12:8). Jewish historian 
Josephus noted in the first century that the common time for the sacrifice 
of the Passover lambs was three p.m., which was the approximate time of 
Jesus’ crucifixion (Mark 15:33-34). 

VERSE 7

Once the lamb had been sacrificed, the blood of the lamb was to be put on 
the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they would eat it. 
The presence of the blood served as a sign to God to pass over the house 
without killing the firstborn within (see Ex. 12:13). 

Blood was the means through which atonement was made for sins. The 
Israelites believed life resided in the blood. When people lost too much blood, 
they died, so blood must carry the life-sustaining force. Atoning for sin 
required blood to be shed (see Lev. 17:11), so the blood of an animal substituted 
for the blood of a sinful human. No animal sacrifices could ever truly atone 
for human sin, however, so God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to shed His blood 
as the perfect sacrifice to make possible our atonement from sin. The blood at 
Passover protected a family from physical death. The blood of Christ provides 
forgiveness and eternal life to all who believe in and follow Him. 

Because of the shed blood of Jesus Christ, sinners are justified and 
redeemed (Rom. 5:9; Eph. 1:7), a new covenant between a holy God 
and sinful man is established (Matt. 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:25), sinners 
are brought near to God (Eph. 2:13), sinners are granted peace with 

EXODUS 12:6

6 You are to keep it until 
the fourteenth day of 
this month; then the 
whole assembly of the 
community of Israel will 
slaughter the animals 
at twilight.

EXODUS 12:7

7 They must take some of 
the blood and put it on 
the two doorposts and 
the lintel of the houses 
where they eat them.
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God (Col. 1:20), and sinners are made clean before God (Heb. 13:12). Just 
as the sacrificed lamb covered and protected God’s people on that first 
Passover night, sinners are set free by the blood of Jesus, the spotless Lamb 
of God (Rev. 1:5). Jesus is our Passover and our exodus out of sin. 

(In PSG, p. 33) How would you describe the importance of applying blood 
to the doorposts and lintels? How does the sacrifice of the lamb point 
to Jesus?

HURRIED (EX. 12:8-11)

VERSES 8-11

God instructed His people to cook the lambs and goats by roasting the 
meat over the fire. Roasting was the quickest way to cook the meat since 
the process required no drawing and boiling of water and thus no cleaning 
of cook pots or utensils. Unleavened bread was made without yeast and 
thus required no time for rising. Bitter herbs could easily be found, quickly 
gathered, and served with the meat and bread. The bitters herbs would 
also serve as a reminder of the bitterness of the Israelites’ bondage. 

Time would not allow the animals to be completely cleaned and 
dressed, but God instructed the Israelites not to eat the meat raw or cooked 
in boiling water. The Israelites only had time to kill the animal, drain the 
blood, and roast the entire animal, including the head, legs, and organs. 

Any leftover meat would not keep long. Thus God commanded the 
Israelites to burn any meat that remained. The people did not need to keep 
the meat because they would be leaving soon and could depend on God to 
provide for their needs. 

God directed the Israelites to eat the Passover meal dressed for travel, 
ready to leave at a moment’s notice. When people traveled or worked, they 
tucked their cloaks into their belts so as not to hinder the movement of 
their legs. People typically removed their sandals when at home, but God 
commanded them to wear their sandals. They were to waste no time having 
to get dressed. A shepherd did not carry his staff inside the house, since the 
staff was a tool to be used outside for protection and shepherding, but God 
declared that the people needed to have their staffs in hand. When God 
acted and called the Israelites to follow, they needed to be ready. 

Why the hurry? Two reasons: first, when Moses made his final appeal 
to Pharaoh to let God’s people go, he knew that the window of opportunity 
for fleeing would be narrow. Pharaoh would change his mind. Second, once 
Pharaoh agreed to let God’s people go free, there was no time to discuss 
or debate the issue. Immediate obedience was required. God wanted 
His people to trust Him in all that He had instructed them to do in 
preparation for their deliverance. This is the kind of obedience God calls us 
to—faithful, immediate obedience. 

EXODUS 12:8-11

8 They are to eat the 
meat that night; they 
should eat it, roasted 
over the fire along with 
unleavened bread and 
bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat 
any of it raw or cooked 
in boiling water, but only 
roasted over fire—its 
head as well as its legs 
and inner organs. 10 You 
must not leave any of it 
until morning; any part 
of it left until morning 
you must burn. 11 Here 
is how you must eat it: 
You must be dressed for 
travel, your sandals on 
your feet, and your staff 
in your hand. You are to 
eat it in a hurry; it is the 
Lord’s Passover.
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(In PSG, p. 34) How does the manner in which the Israelites ate the 
sacrifice serve as a demonstration of faith in God? What does this teach 
us about obedience to God? 

DELIVERED (EX. 12:12-13)

VERSES 12-13

The tenth plague punished the Egyptians for their harsh treatment of the 
Israelites, but it was also a divine judgment against all the gods of Egypt. 
God’s actions demonstrated to the Israelites and the Egyptians that He 
alone is the one true God; faith in the Egyptian gods was futile. 

God told His people that not only would they be delivered out of 
Egyptian bondage, but they would also be delivered from the judgment 
of death. When He passed through the land, striking all firstborn males, 
God would see the blood on the houses of His people and pass over them, 
ensuring that no plague will be among you to destroy you when I strike the 
land of Egypt.

The blood of the lamb served as a distinguishing mark of God’s people. 
Similarly, through Christ’s shed blood, God has marked us as belonging to 
Him (see Rev. 7:13-14). 

From the Hebrew verb translated pass over came the Hebrew name of 
the festival, pesach. The English word passover derives from the meaning 
of the Hebrew verb. Both terms commemorate God’s grace in sparing His 
people by passing over them. 

God in His mercy has provided a way for us to be set 
free from our slavery to sin through believing in His Son, 
Jesus Christ.

The Israelites had a great problem they could not solve. In His mercy, 
God solved their problem and freed them from Egyptian slavery. Like the 
Israelites of the past, all people today have a great need as well. We all are 
sinners and cannot solve our sin problem (Rom. 2:5). We can never make 
up for what we have done or be good enough to earn forgiveness. God in 
His mercy has provided a way for us to be set free from our slavery to sin 
through believing in His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus is our Passover lamb.

(In PSG, p. 35) What does this passage teach about God’s judgment and 
salvation? Can you have judgment without salvation or salvation without 
judgment? Explain. 

EXODUS 12:12-13

12 I will pass through 
the land of Egypt on 
that night and strike 
every firstborn male in 
the land of Egypt, both 
people and animals. 
I am the Lord; I will 
execute judgments 
against all the gods of 
Egypt. 13 The blood on 
the houses where you 
are staying will be a 
distinguishing mark 
for you; when I see the 
blood, I will pass over 
you. No plague will be 
among you to destroy 
you when I strike the 
land of Egypt.”
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LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY

FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

DISPLAY: As the group arrives, call attention to a display of the following items: clean cotton 
balls, a bottle of red paint or a red-colored soft drink, a pair of running shoes, and a blindfold. 
Invite volunteers to suggest what these items might reveal about a person’s identity if these 
items were seen sitting in the back seat of that person’s car. 

DISCUSS: After most of the group arrives, propose other items that could be added to the 
display that might reveal something about a person’s identity. Ask: What are some of the 
common identity markers that define us and communicate who we are to others? (PSG, p. 28) 
Explain that today the group will examine an event that defined the Israelites.

TRANSITION: Call attention to Pack Item 6 (Poster: The Ten Plagues), reviewing the list 
of plagues. Highlight the last plague, stating that God gave Moses specific directions in 
preparation for the administration of the final plague. Challenge the group to look for 
different ways the Israelites were called upon to trust God in their preparation. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT

READ: Direct the group to read silently Exodus 12:1-5, looking for characteristics of the 
lamb. Call attention to the cotton balls in the display. Ask: How do these cotton balls represent 
the characteristics of the lamb? 

DO: Direct the group to review the comments in the PSG to gain a fuller understanding of 
each characteristic of the lamb. Provide a Bible dictionary and lead the group in completing 
the Bible Skill activity (PSG, p. 31). Guide them to create a consensus statement that explains 
how Jesus fulfilled the requirements of being our Passover Lamb. 

DISCUSS: Lead the group to identify words or phrases in the passage that point to some type 
of preparation. Ask: How does preparation for a tradition or event add to the significance of that 
tradition or event? What preparations help you better see the significance of a practice like the 
Lord’s Supper? (PSG, p. 32) 

READ: Direct the group to read silently Exodus 12:6-7 to discover what was to be done with 
the lamb. Call attention to the red paint or drink included in the display. 

DISCUSS: Highlight the blood placed on the door. Ask: How would you describe the importance 
of applying blood to the doorposts and lintels? (PSG, p. 33) Direct the group to review the 
comments about verses 6 and 7 for insight. Help the group understand that the sacrifice 
required to save a life must be of equal value—thus, a blood sacrifice. Ask: How does the 
sacrifice of the lamb point to Jesus? (PSG, p. 33)

TRANSITION: God gave additional directions about how the sacrificed lamb was to be eaten. 

READ: As you read aloud Exodus 12:8-11, encourage the group to listen for words or phrases 
that reference being in a hurry. Highlight the running shoes in the display. 

MINI-LECTURE: Use the comments in this book (p. 38) and your personal study to present a 
mini-lecture explaining the symbolism of the unleavened bread, bitter herbs, and roasting 
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the lamb. Emphasize both the speed with which God would deliver them and the bitterness 
the Israelites had endured in Egypt. Compare the bread and roasting to the urgency of 
salvation and the bitter herbs to the bitterness caused by sin. 

DISCUSS: How does the manner in which the Israelites ate the sacrifice serve as a demonstration 
of faith in God? What does this teach us about obedience to God? (PSG, p. 34) Help the group 
understand that obedience anticipates that God will act on His promise. Highlight any 
responses that emphasize the urgency of obedience. 

STATE: Delayed obedience is disobedience. Invite volunteers to share their level of agreement 
with the statement and the reasons for their level of agreement or disagreement. Illustrate 
the need for immediate obedience by pointing to the urgency in the first Passover: failing to 
put the blood on the doorposts immediately would have led to death. 

TRANSITION: God then reminded Moses of what would happen during the Passover meal. 

READ: Direct a volunteer to read aloud Exodus 12:12-13, while the group listens for the  
promises God made. Call attention to the blindfold in the display, explaining that God 
promised to pass over (not see) those whose house was distinguished by the blood when 
exacting His judgment. 

DO: Lead the group to underline all the uses of “I will” in this passage (three or four uses, 
depending upon the Bible translation). Invite volunteers to call out the promise that follows 
each “I will.” Then lead the group to determine the significance of God’s saying “I will” the 
number of times He did. Affirm responses about how God was in control of the situation 
and how He can be trusted to keep His promises. 

DISCUSS: What does this passage teach about God’s judgment and salvation? (PSG, p. 35) 
Emphasize God’s sovereignty during the discussion.

PRESENT: Call attention to Pack Item 7 (Chart: Jewish Feasts), highlighting the Passover. 
Read the comments included on the chart about the Passover feast. Explain that everything 
God had promised came true that night and that the Israelites were liberated from their 
slavery to the Egyptians. Note that the Israelites would remember that day in history with 
an annual celebration. Challenge the group to consider ways believers today remember their 
liberation from sin through faith in Christ. 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

REVIEW: Read the three bulleted statements under In My Context (PSG, p. 36). Invite the 
group to propose additional insights that could be added to the list. 

RESPOND: Call attention to and lead in a discussion of the second question set under In My 
Context on page 36 of the PSG: On a scale of 1 to 10, rate your level of preparedness to do what 
God calls you to do and to go where God calls you to go. Identify your reasons for rating yourself as 
you did. What do your reasons reveal about your trust in God? What action do you need to take to 
demonstrate complete trust in Him?

PRAY: Thank God for providing His Son as a sacrifice for our sin. Ask Him to give the group 
a renewed urgency for sharing the gospel with others. 
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PRACTICE
• Create a list of people in your life who have not accepted Christ or whose spiritual 

beliefs you do not know. Pray for those on your list, asking God to give you courage to 
share Jesus with them and for the urgency to do so. 

• Collect future calendar dates from the church office for observing the Lord’s Supper. 
Share those dates with your group, reminding them that the Lord’s Supper is a way of 
remembering Christ’s sacrifice for us. 

• Review your group meetings over the past three sessions. Identify teaching/learning 
styles you have not used yet. (See Teacher, by David Francis, Ken Braddy, and Michael 
Kelley for a list, available as a free download from LifeWay.com/DavidFrancis.) Keep 
the list close by as you prepare for future group sessions. 

MORE IDEAS
FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

As the group arrives, display information about a local festival or annual community event. 
Invite volunteers to share ways they have been involved in the festival or event and their 
favorite memories from that time. Lead the group to discuss how that festival or event creates 
community identity. Ask: How important is this event in the life of our community? Explain that 
during today’s study, the group will examine the beginning of a festival that defined Israel.

EXPLORE THE TEXT

• To supplement the discussion on preparing for an event or tradition, lead the group to 
discuss preparation for observing the Lord’s Supper. Direct the group to think of the 
preparation from different perspectives, including the preparation of the elements, the 
pastor, those assisting the pastor, and the participants. 

• Pre-enlist volunteers to prepare a presentation on the significance of blood sacrifice in 
Scripture. Provide them study resources such as a Bible dictionary or commentary. Invite 
them to share what they discovered about how the Passover lamb pointed to Jesus. 

• To illustrate the urgency called for in verses 8-11, distribute some snacks. As you 
distribute the items, direct the group to begin eating immediately and to eat everything 
provided. Stress the need for eating the items hurriedly. 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

Discuss as a group how the promise of judgment and salvation stir your affections toward 
the grace of God. Ask: How does the promise of judgment and salvation encourage us to urgently 
share the gospel with others? How can the group foster that urgency? Lead group members to 
share their responses. Challenge them to create some type of reminder they can carry this 
week that helps them focus on the urgency of sharing the gospel with others.

SUGGESTED MUSIC IDEA

To remind the group that Jesus met the requirements for being the unblemished Lamb, 
lead them to sing “Worthy Is the Lamb,” by Stephen Leddy.
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Victory
God will ultimately be victorious over His enemies and the enemies of His people.

Session 4

EXODUS 14:13-28
MEMORY VERSE: EXODUS 15:2

PREPARE TO LEAD THE GROUP TIME

READ Exodus 13:17–15:21, First Thoughts (p. 44), and Understand the Context (pp. 44–45). Use a 

Bible map to get a clearer view of the movements of the Israelites and the Egyptians.

STUDY Exodus 14:13-28, using Explore the Text (pp. 45–49). Notice how each progressive scene 

unfolds. Look for ways God assured the Israelites of the impending victory.

PLAN the group time using ideas under Lead Group Bible Study (pp. 50–51). Tailor the plans for 

your group using More Ideas (p. 52), QuickSource, and Leader Extras included on Blog.LifeWay.com/

ExploretheBible/Adults/LeaderExtras.

GROW with other group leaders at the Groups Ministry blog (LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry).

GATHER the following items:   Personal Study Guides; and   Pens for each group member. For 

More Ideas (p. 52):   A mind puzzle like a wooden triangle with golf pegs, twisted joined nails, or 

an interlocking wooden ball puzzle. Make copies of:   PACK ITEM 5 (Bookmark: Memory Verses). 

Prepare to display the following Pack Items:   PACK ITEM 1 (Map: The Route of the Exodus); and  

 PACK ITEM 12 (Poster: Exodus 15:2).
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FIRST THOUGHTS
Many Christians do not like to admit doubt. We see doubt as antithetical 
to the victorious Christian life. But let’s face it—there are times of doubt 
in the Christian life. This is particularly true when we face seemingly 
insurmountable odds. Yet God has revealed His faithfulness throughout 
history and in our lives. His faithfulness should encourage us when we face 
uncertainty. Thankfully, salvation comes from the object of our faith and 
not the strength of our faith! 

(In PSG, p. 37) How does overcoming a difficulty or challenge help us face 
other difficulties or challenges? How does God use difficulties to build 
our faith in Him?  

The good news of the gospel is that God has defeated the two things 
than none of us could overcome on our own: sin and death. These are the 
true great enemies of humanity. Throughout the Bible we are reminded 
that God will ultimately be victorious over His enemies and the enemies 
of His people. This is why Christians are called to “fear not” and “stand 
firm in the faith.” Our salvation, just like the salvation of Israel, is 
completely dependent on God’s work on our behalf. The narrative 
recalled in this session’s Scripture would prove significant in the memory 
of the Israelites as they looked back on God’s mighty acts of salvation 
(Pss. 77:19-20; 78:13; 136:13-16). The same is true for us today. We must 
remember that through Jesus, God has overcome our greatest enemies. 
The act of remembrance is key to our moving forward in faith despite 
our circumstances.

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
EXODUS 13:17–15:21

God was true to His promises to Moses and His people. Recall how the 
entire exodus story began. God called Moses while he was shepherding the 
flock of his father-in-law (Ex. 3). Moses began reluctantly but eventually 
emerged as God’s chosen leader. Moses’ confrontation with Pharaoh was 
epic and consequential (chap. 7). Pharaoh’s confrontation was actually with 
God, not Moses (chaps. 7–10). 

God’s power was put on display as He judged Pharaoh through a 
series of plagues and eventually with death, yet graciously He saved His 
people by instituting the Passover as a sign and symbol of His grace and 

KEY DOCTRINE

God
God is all powerful.

BIBLICAL 
ILLUSTRATOR

For additional context, read 
“The Angel of the Lord,” 
available digitally in the Fall 
2017 Biblical Illustrator for 
Explore the Bible at LifeWay.
com/BiblicalIllustrator.
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a foreshadowing of the coming Messiah. God’s people were saved by the 
blood of the Passover lamb, just as we are saved by the blood of Jesus, our 
Passover Lamb (1 Cor. 5:7). 

God’s people prepared the Passover according to all He commanded, 
ready to depart at any given moment (12:3-11). God’s judgment on Pharaoh 
and the land of Egypt was devastating. Death was widespread across the 
land of Egypt. As God moved throughout the land, the judgment of death 
hit every home, whether rich or poor. Only those with the blood of the 
Passover lamb on their doors survived (12:12-13,29-30). 

In what must have been a humbling act of contrition, Pharaoh 
summoned Moses and Aaron, imploring them and all of Israel to 
immediately leave the land (12:31-42). Since God’s people had been 
obedient in preparing for this moment, they were able to quickly leave the 
oppressive bondage of Egypt. 

God led His people through the Sinai Peninsula rather than the seacoast 
route that would have forced them to confront the Philistines (13:17-18). 
He manifested His guiding presence by a pillar of smoke during the day 
and a pillar of fire by night (13:21-22). The Lord also hardened Pharaoh’s 
heart so that he and his army would pursue the Israelites. God planned to 
utterly defeat Pharaoh and his army (14:5-9).

When Pharaoh and his troops caught up with the Israelites as they 
camped beside the Red Sea, the Israelites were terrified and cried out for 
help. They said that they would have been better off to remain as slaves in 
Egypt (14:10-12). Moses told the people to trust God. God’s angel and the 
pillar of cloud moved between the Egyptians and the Israelites, preventing 
the Egyptians from attacking. Moses stretched his hand over the sea, God 
divided the waters, and the Israelites crossed on dry ground (14:13-22). 
When the Egyptians pursued the Israelites into the dry seabed, God 
brought the waters back together, drowning Pharaoh’s army (14:23-31). 

In response to God’s deliverance, Moses and the people sang a song 
of praise to God. They proclaimed that when other nations heard of His 
deeds, they would tremble before God and His people. The Israelites’ song 
of praise ended with an affirmation that God would surely bring them into 
Canaan. Miriam and the women then offered another brief song, thereby 
exalting and praising God (15:1-21). 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
THE SETTING (EX. 14:13-18)

VERSES 13-14

God’s final judgment on Pharaoh and the deliverance of His people was 
dramatic. As soon as the Israelites left Egypt, Pharaoh changed his mind. 
Exodus 14:5 records the words Pharaoh spoke: “What have we done? 
We have released Israel from serving us.” Pharaoh gathered his army—
six hundred of the best chariots, plus lesser-grade chariots, along with 
thousands of soldiers—and pursued Israel with all his might (Ex. 14:6-8). 

BIBLE SKILL

Dig deeper into key concepts.

God used “signs” and 
“wonders” for a variety 
of reasons. Use a Bible 
concordance or an online Bible 
to identify passages that contain 
both words. Review a sample 
of these passages, looking at 
passages from different Bible 
books. Take note of the purpose 
the signs and wonders served 
in these passages. Write a 
summary statement about what 
you discover. 

 

EXODUS 14:13-14

13 But Moses said to the 
people, “Don’t be afraid. 
Stand firm and see the 
Lord’s salvation that he 
will accomplish for you 
today; for the Egyptians 
you see today, you will 
never see again. 14 The 
Lord will fight for you, 
and you must be quiet.”
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Israel was seemingly trapped with the Red Sea on the one side and 
the pursuing Egyptian army on the other. Can you envision this scene? 
The waters of the Red Sea lapped up on the shores, threatening to drown 
anyone trying to cross the stormy waters, and the red and sandy dust of the 
Egyptian desert rose with every hoof beat of an angry and pursuing army. 
Accordingly, God’s people were afraid (v. 10), even angry, complaining to 
Moses that it would have been better for them to have died enslaved in 
Egypt than in the wilderness at the hands of a pursuing army or in the 
waters of the Red Sea. The people of God felt boxed in with no options or 
escape routes.

Unlike the people, Moses believed and trusted God. He calmly 
comforted them and provided confidence. The phrase don’t be afraid 
typically was spoken by angels when appearing to humans (see Gen. 15:1; 
26:24) and by God to those facing overwhelming odds (see Num. 14:9; 
Josh. 10:8). Moses’ words assured the people they had no reason to fear. 
The people saw only Pharaoh’s army, but God, whom they could not see, 
was with them and would save them. 

Moses told the Israelites to stand firm and see. The verb rendered 
stand firm means to position oneself or to take one’s stand. Thus far they 
had seen only the Egyptian army and their own predicament. Moses 
encouraged them to open their eyes in faith and to see God at work. 
God did not deliver His people from bondage only to let them die in 
the wilderness. They would soon see His victory and then never see the 
Egyptians again. 

The Old Testament describes God as a warrior who fights for His people 
(see Ex. 15:3; Isa. 42:13). Moses declared that the Israelites would not even 
have to pick up weapons in the battle. They needed only to watch and be 
quiet as God defeated their Egyptian enemies. 

VERSES 15-16

God instructed the Israelites to break camp. They needed to take down and 
pack their tents, gather and pack their belongings, round up the livestock, 
and prepare to move out at God’s command. They needed to demonstrate 
their faith by acting with confident obedience and trust. 

God then instructed Moses to lift up his staff and stretch his hand out 
toward the sea. Moses had used this staff in bringing the first and second 
plagues (7:17-20; 8:5-6). At the Red Sea, Moses again would lift his staff 
above a body of water. This time God would divide the water of the sea. 

Moses’ staff possessed no magical properties. The staff represented 
God’s power and presence. Through His power and love, God would provide 
an unexpected way of escape by splitting the sea so the Israelite people and 
livestock could walk across safely on dry ground. 

VERSES 17-18

Thinking that chariots could not maneuver in muddy terrain, no reasonable 
chariot commander would drive a chariot down a pathway between two 
towering walls of water. However, to ensure His victory over the Egyptian 
army, God—just as He had done before—would permit Pharaoh to 

EXODUS 14:15-16

15 The Lord said to 
Moses, “Why are you 
crying out to me? Tell 
the Israelites to break 
camp. 16 As for you, lift 
up your staff, stretch out 
your hand over the sea, 
and divide it so that the 
Israelites can go through 
the sea on dry ground.

EXODUS 14:17-18

17 As for me, I am going 
to harden the hearts 
of the Egyptians so 
that they will go in 
after them, and I will 
receive glory by means 
of Pharaoh, all his 
army, and his chariots 
and horsemen. 18 The 
Egyptians will know that 
I am the Lord when I 
receive glory through 
Pharaoh, his chariots, 
and his horsemen.”
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stubbornly reject Him and to pursue his own plans. The Egyptian ruler 
would order his troops into the seabed to capture the Israelites. In the 
process, he would doom his army. 

God’s purpose included more than punishing the Egyptians. Pharaoh 
and the Egyptians consistently had trusted in their own gods and military 
might. God’s destruction of their army would lead the Egyptian people to 
realize the worthlessness and powerlessness of their false gods, to recognize 
Him as the one true God, and to turn to Him in worship and faith. God 
would receive glory. 

Like many in our day, Pharaoh continued to reject God despite what he 
and his nation experienced. Still, however, God reaches out to all people 
with His truth and gives people opportunities to repent. 

(In PSG, p. 41) How were the directions given by God a call to trust Him? 
Do God’s provisions always require faith? Explain. 

ACT 1: THE SEPARATION (EX. 14:19-20)

VERSES 19-20

As Moses prepared to be used by God to part the waters of the Red Sea 
by stretching out his staff, God separated and protected His people in an 
unusual way. In Exodus 13:21, God had promised that He would lead His 
people through their wilderness wanderings with a pillar of cloud by day 
and a pillar of fire by night.  

As the army of Pharaoh approached, the angel of God, who had been 
traveling in front of them, moved and went behind them. The pillar of 
cloud stood between Pharaoh’s army and God’s people. God’s people were 
being led and protected by God’s angelic emissaries.

How confident God’s people must have felt as God protected them all 
night long while they prepared to cross the Red Sea. God would need to 
continually remind His people that He was both leading and protecting 
them even when they felt trapped and boxed in. How often they would 
forget God’s leading, protecting, and sovereign power. God would 
continually need to remind His people of His care and love for them and 
that their hope was in Him alone.

God’s people can be fickle in their faith. Think about it: the Israelites 
cried out for deliverance, then they complained about the way God 
delivered them. They wanted to be set free from the bondage of slavery, 
then they desired to return to the slavery of Egypt when they felt boxed in 
and trapped (see 14:10-12). 

EXODUS 14:19-20

19 Then the angel of God, 
who was going in front 
of the Israelite forces, 
moved and went behind 
them. The pillar of cloud 
moved from in front of 
them and stood behind 
them. 20 It came between 
the Egyptian and 
Israelite forces. There 
was cloud and darkness, 
it lit up the night, and 
neither group came near 
the other all night long.
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What causes us to doubt God’s delivering power even when we have 
plenty of evidence of His leading and protecting acts?

ACT 2: THE CROSSING (EX. 14:21-22)

VERSES 21-22

To believe that God can perform a miracle is one thing, but to actually see 
God perform a miracle is quite another. A miracle can be shocking, amazing, 
even unbelievable. Though God had told His people to “stand firm and see 
the Lord’s salvation” (v. 13), it must have been astonishing to God’s people 
to see Moses stretch out his arms, staff in hand, and to watch God part the 
sea. While it is simply referred to as the sea, we know from Exodus 13:18 and 
15:4 that the body of water Israel was about to cross was in fact the Red Sea. 

God used His mighty winds to drive back the waters to either side, 
forming a passageway for God’s people to cross over on dry land. This was 
clearly a supernatural event. Israel did not achieve any of this; it was all the 
work of God. God delivered His people through a series of miracles, from 
the plagues to the parting of the Red Sea, and through a variety of miracles 
He would perform throughout their forty years in the desert.

The purpose of a miracle and God’s divine intervention in history is 
always the same—to draw attention to the One who did the miracle rather 
than to the miracle itself. God, who made all of nature, can intervene in 
His created order at any time to accomplish His eternal purposes. God can 
work through natural means (doctors, nurses, science), and He can work 
through supernatural means (miracles). 

(In PSG, p. 43) What is the relationship between faith and obedience? Can 
you have one without the other? Explain. 

ACT 3: THE VICTORY (EX. 14:23-28)

VERSES 23-25

When the Egyptian chariots pursued the Israelites into the dry seabed, God 
caused them to swerve and stall, confusing both the men and the horses. 
Though the Egyptians finally recognized that God was fighting for the 
Israelites, it was too late. The way of salvation for the Hebrews became the 
way of judgment for the Egyptians. Interestingly, the last words on the lips 

EXODUS 14:21-25

21 Then Moses stretched 
out his hand over the 
sea. The Lord drove 
the sea back with a 
powerful east wind all 
that night and turned 
the sea into dry land. So 
the waters were divided, 
22 and the Israelites 
went through the sea 
on dry ground, with 
the waters like a wall 
to them on their right 
and their left. 23 The 
Egyptians set out in 
pursuit—all Pharaoh’s 
horses, his chariots, and 
his horsemen—and went 
into the sea after them. 
24 During the morning 
watch, the Lord looked 
down at the Egyptian 
forces from the pillar of 
fire and cloud, and threw 
the Egyptian forces 
into confusion.” 25 He 
caused their chariot 
wheels to swerve and 
made them drive with 
difficulty. “Let’s get 
away from Israel,” the 
Egyptians said, “because 
the Lord is fighting for 
them against Egypt!”
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of the Egyptians before they drowned were, “Let’s get away from Israel … 
the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt!” 

The same God who so powerfully and faithfully delivered 
Israel centuries ago stands ready to use the same power 
on your behalf. 

VERSES 26-28

At the Lord’s command, Moses stretched out his hand over the sea and 
the water came back. The sea returned to its normal depth, covering the 
chariots and horsemen, plus the entire army of Pharaoh that had gone 
after them into the sea. Not even one of them survived. God’s Word was 
fulfilled, the enemies of God were defeated, and the victory was won.

The sight of the destruction of Pharaoh’s army must have been 
awesome to behold. God’s power and justice were on full display before 
the people of God in judgment of Egypt. Israel was learning that God is a 
gracious, delivering God. Yet they were also learning that God is a God of 
justice. God will bring justice to unrepentant sinners in His time and in 
His own way. This is still true today. God remains true and just even in our 
modern era. God is not only a God of love and grace, He is also a God of 
truth, wrath, and judgment (Rom. 1:18; Eph. 2:1-3; Col. 3:6). 

God’s act of victory over His enemies and His sharp and acute sense 
of judgment and justice can often be disturbing to modern notions of 
judgment and justice. Our sense of justice and judgment is often shallow, 
mercurial, and apathetic. Not so with God. God is true and right. He will 
judge individuals and the nations according to His righteousness, which 
is always true and right (2 Tim. 4:1). God’s deliverance of His people and 
His judgment on Egypt should serve as both a reminder of His grace and a 
warning of His judgment.  

The same God who so powerfully and faithfully delivered Israel 
centuries ago stands ready to use the same power on your behalf. He is 
trustworthy and mighty. Trust Him when you face seemingly invincible 
forces in your life. At the same time, remember how this exodus event fits 
into the bigger picture of God’s story. The exodus event serves as a picture 
of Jesus’ delivering sinners from sin and its consequences. 

(In PSG, p. 44) How did the events experienced at the Red Sea impact the 
Israelites’ understanding of God? How can witnessing a display of God’s 
power cause us to gain a deeper understanding of God? 

EXODUS 14:26-28

26 Then the Lord said 
to Moses, “Stretch out 
your hand over the 
sea so that the water 
may come back on the 
Egyptians, on their 
chariots and horsemen.” 
27 So Moses stretched 
out his hand over the 
sea, and at daybreak 
the sea returned to its 
normal depth. While 
the Egyptians were 
trying to escape from it, 
the Lord threw them 
into the sea. 28 The 
water came back and 
covered the chariots 
and horsemen, plus 
the entire army of 
Pharaoh that had gone 
after them into the 
sea. Not even one of 
them survived.
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LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY

FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

SHARE: As group members arrive, direct them to share a challenge they have faced and 
overcome in their life. Encourage them to also share what they learned from that experience. 
After most have arrived, ask: How does overcoming a difficulty or challenge help us face other 
difficulties or challenges? (PSG, p. 37) 

FOCUS: Comment that the Israelites had exited Egypt but would face multiple challenges 
as they began their journey to the promised land. The first challenge would be Pharaoh’s 
chariots that pursued them. Challenge the group to look for lessons learned as the Israelites 
faced this challenge.

EXPLORE THE TEXT

TRANSITION: Explain that the Israelites had been liberated and had journeyed out of Egypt, 
only to be cornered by the Egyptian army. Using Pack Item 1 (Map: The Route of the Exodus) 
and the map on the inside back cover of the PSG, trace the movement of the Israelites from 
Egypt to the Red Sea. Note that once they arrived at the Red Sea, they saw no way of escape 
and were certain that they would be slaughtered or would drown.

READ: Create two teams, the God team and the Moses team. Direct each team to read 
Exodus 14:13-18 looking for the role their assigned person would play. Invite volunteers to 
share their findings. 

ANALYZE: Using the same group designations, direct each team to review the passage again 
and determine what the passage reveals about God and His character. Direct the teams 
to consult the PSG for assistance and additional insight. Invite a representative from each 
team to share insights gained about God and His character. Highlight any connections 
between the roles identified and God’s character. 

DISCUSS: What role did trust play in the situation the Israelites faced? Reinforce the necessity for 
Moses to trust God as leader and for the people to trust both Moses and God. 

READ: Invite a volunteer to read aloud Exodus 14:19-20, as the rest of the group listens for 
the actions taken by God. 

DO: On a whiteboard, write “Cloud = God’s __________.” Invite the group to suggest 
different ways of completing the equation (possible responses: glory, guidance, protection, 
presence). Lead them to determine how the cloud functioned in these ways in this passage. 
Emphasize how God’s presence also serves as God’s protection for His people. 

DISCUSS: How does the promise of God’s presence give hope? How does the promise of His presence 
impact a person’s faith? (PSG, p. 42)

READ: Read aloud Exodus 14:21-22, as the group looks for the timing of the events. 
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LIST: Lead the group to identify each step taken. Call on them to list each action identified in 
the passage as you record the steps on a whiteboard. Note how each step led to the next and 
was contingent on the previous action being taken. Lead the group to identify the role that 
faith played in each step. Lead them to identify how faith was needed in each action and in 
whom faith was being placed. Record these insights on the whiteboard as well. 

DISCUSS: What is the relationship between faith and obedience? Can you have one without  
the other? Explain. (PSG, p. 43) Emphasize the importance of faith that is demonstrated  
by obedience. 

READ: Direct the group to silently read Exodus 14:23-28, looking for ways God was working.

DO: Lead the group to identify words or phrases that point to God at work. Highlight words 
or phrases that reinforce the truth that God won the victory for His people. Invite volunteers 
to share other examples from Scripture where God won the victory for His people (possible 
responses: Jericho, Gideon, Elijah and the Baal worshipers, Jesus’ resurrection). Lead the 
group to consider how witnessing God’s display of power might have impacted the Israelites 
that day. Ask: How can witnessing a display of God’s power cause us to gain a deeper understanding 
of God? (PSG, p. 44)

MINI-LECTURE: Briefly present a summary of Exodus 14:29–15:21. Highlight Moses’ song of 
praise. Call attention to Pack Item 12 (Poster: Exodus 15:2), identifying the verse as part of 
Moses’ song of praise and as the memory verse for this session. Lead the group in repeating 
the verse, using a preferred Bible translation. Challenge the group to memorize the verse 
this week. Distribute copies of Pack Item 5 (Bookmark: Memory Verses) as a reminder.  

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

REVIEW: Draw attention to the events recorded in today’s passage by reading the passage 
section titles (PSG, pp. 39–43). Invite volunteers to share insights gained as you call out 
each passage section title. 

REFLECT: Call attention to the four bulleted statements listed under In My Context  
(PSG, p. 45). Lead the group to propose ways each statement is also seen in today’s world. 
Highlight the first statement (God delivers His people, providing a way of escape). Lead the 
group to discuss the first question set: Identify a situation in which you currently feel defeated. 
What steps should you take in light of today’s study? What might victory look like in that situation? 
Then offer to be available to visit about salvation with anyone who wants to know more. 

PRAY: Thank God for delivering His people from sin through His Son. Praise Him as the 
victorious One who will defeat all His enemies and the enemies of His people. 
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PRACTICE
• Review prayer requests shared by group members over the past month, looking for 

requests that reflect hopelessness to some degree. Send a note of encouragement, 
including the memory verse for this week (Ex. 15:2). 

• Consider areas in your own life that require you to express faith in God in a deeper way. 
Ask God to help you be fully obedient to Him, recognizing that He is the ultimate Victor. 

• Consider rearranging your group meeting space. Look at possible ways of moving 
people into circles or a single, larger circle to foster greater discussion and community. 

MORE IDEAS
FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

As the group arrives, call attention to a mind puzzle like a wooden triangle with golf pegs, 
twisted joined nails, or an interlocking wooden ball puzzle. Challenge volunteers to solve 
the puzzle. After most have arrived, demonstrate how to solve the puzzle. Allow others to 
solve the puzzle, copying your actions. Lead the group to discuss how solving the puzzle 
once gives confidence to attempt to solve the puzzle again.

EXPLORE THE TEXT

• To illustrate the Bible passage, provide small interlocking blocks. As each scene in the 
passage is read, allow volunteers to reenact the actions using the small interlocking 
blocks. (For example, to illustrate how the Israelites were separated from the Egyptians 
by the cloud, a person could place blocks of one color on one side of a box and the 
remaining blocks on the other side.) Do this for every passage section.  

• To supplement the discussion about the cloud in Exodus 14:19-20, pre-enlist a volunteer 
to create a presentation about the cloud of the Lord. After the group proposes potential 
words that complete the equation, call for the volunteer to present his or her findings. Use 
information from that presentation to foster additional ways of completing the equation. 

• To enhance the study of Exodus 14:23-28, lead the group to identify miracles performed 
by God in this passage. Reread Exodus 14:18, reminding them of the purpose God 
stated for the events that unfolded. Lead the group to propose ways in which each 
miracle contributed to accomplishing God’s stated purpose. 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

Lead in a discussion of the second question set to conclude the session (PSG, p. 45): As 
a group, celebrate victories given by God to group members. Be sure to include salvation in that 
celebration. How can awareness of the victories God is granting encourage group members in their 
spiritual walks? As the group shares, emphasize the value of hearing other members’ stories.

SUGGESTED MUSIC IDEA

To supplement Exodus 14:13-18, lead the group to sing “Have Faith in God,” by B. B. 
McKinney. Guide the group to identify ways in which this song would have been appropriate 
for the Israelites and Moses as they faced the Red Sea and the Egyptian chariots. 
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Sufficient
God provides for the needs of His people.

Session 5

EXODUS 16:1-5,11-20
MEMORY VERSE: EXODUS 16:12

PREPARE TO LEAD THE GROUP TIME

READ Exodus 15:22–18:27, First Thoughts (p. 54), and Understand the Context (pp. 54–55).

STUDY Exodus 16:1-5,11-20, using Explore the Text (pp. 55–59). Pay close attention to the Israelites’ 

questioning and God’s answers to their questions through His provisions. Use the Explore the Bible 

Adult Commentary, found in print and digital format at LifeWay.com, to aid your understanding of 

the passage.

PLAN the group time using ideas under Lead Group Bible Study (pp. 60–61) and More Ideas (p. 62). 

Consult QuickSource (available from LifeWay.com), looking for ways to incorporate the questions and 

the Object Lesson into this week’s study.

GROW from expert insights on weekly studies through the Ministry Grid (MinistryGrid.com/Web/

ExploretheBible).

GATHER the following items:   Personal Study Guides;   A whiteboard or large sheet of paper 

and markers; and   Pens for each group member. Make copies for each group member of:   

 PACK ITEM 4 (Time Line: Exodus; Leviticus). Prepare to display the following Pack Items:   

 PACK ITEM 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus);   PACK ITEM 3 (Poster: Fall 2017).
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FIRST THOUGHTS
Life is full of ups and downs, victories and adversities. However, one of the 
truths that we hold on to as Christians is that God is always God. He never 
changes. In light of this truth, we can accept the circumstances that come 
our way—even when they are difficult. Moreover, in understanding that 
God often moves us from times of triumph and victory to places of trial and 
testing, we learn that God can use every circumstance for our sanctification.  

(In PSG, p. 46) When is adversity a good thing? How does adversity 
shape people?

Retrospectively, we often look back and realize it is in those difficult 
times that we learn that God is all we truly need. In fact, it has been said 
that we do not know God is all we need until God is all we have. We learn 
from trials and tests that we do not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that comes from the mouth of the Lord (Deut. 8:3; Matt. 4:4). Jesus taught 
us to pray for our daily bread (Matt. 6:11). In other words, we can be 
comforted in the truth that God’s provision is rooted in His steadfast love 
for us, knowing that our trials and tests can be utilized to form a greater 
dependence on and love for God.

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
EXODUS 15:22–18:27

After traveling for three days through the wilderness, the Israelites 
finally found water at Marah. When the water proved too bitter to drink, 
the people complained to Moses. God instructed Moses to throw a tree 
into the water. The water became drinkable, and God declared that if the 
Israelites obeyed and trusted Him, He would not afflict them as He had the 
Egyptians (Ex. 15:22-27). 

With food difficult to find in the wilderness, the Israelites remembered 
the days of Egyptian slavery when at least they had had enough to eat. The 
people complained to Moses, and God responded by sending quail for that 
evening and a new substance called manna each morning for the next forty 
years. Each person received two quarts of manna each day. On the day 
before the Sabbath, they gathered twice as much so they would not need to 
labor on the Sabbath. When some disobeyed God and looked for manna on 
the Sabbath, God reminded them of their need to obey Him. He instructed 
Moses to preserve a jar containing two quarts of manna as a perpetual 
reminder to the people of His provision (16:1-36). 

Again, the people needed water. When they complained to Moses, God 
instructed Moses to strike a rock. When he did, water flowed out for the 
people and their animals to drink (17:1-7). 

KEY DOCTRINE

Stewardship 
God is the source of all 
blessings, temporal and 
spiritual; all that we have and 
are we owe to Him.

BIBLICAL 
ILLUSTRATOR

For additional context, read 
“The Lure of Egypt” in the Fall 
2017 issue of Biblical Illustrator. 
Available at LifeWay.com/
BiblicalIllustrator.

BIBLE SKILL

Compare the teachings of Jesus to 
an Old Testament event.

Review Jesus’ teachings from 
the Sermon on the Mount about 
prayer and God’s provisions 
(Matt. 6:5-14,25-34; 7:7-12). 
Look for teachings of Jesus that 
could have been shared with 
the Israelites in Exodus 16. In 
what ways do the teachings 
of Jesus intersect with the 
experience of the Israelites?  
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Led by Joshua, the Israelites defeated the Amalekites at Rephidim. 
After the victory, God promised to blot out the Amalekites, and Moses 
built an altar, naming it “The Lord Is My Banner” (17:8-16). 

Moses’ wife, sons, and father-in-law, Jethro, met the Israelites in the 
wilderness. Jethro joined Moses in celebrating God’s wonderful acts and 
character. When Jethro realized Moses was exhausting himself trying to 
solve every disagreement and problem, he advised Moses to establish a 
panel of judges to assist him. Only the most difficult problems would be 
brought before Moses to decide. Moses accepted Jethro’s advice, and Jethro 
returned to his home (18:1-27). 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
QUESTIONING THE FUTURE (EX. 16:1-3)

VERSES 1-3

God’s people were not happy. The first few days must have been exhilarating. 
Forty-five days into their journey, however, the reality of a long sojourn to 
the promised land was starting to set in. As the people journeyed toward 
Canaan, they complained about not having enough food and water. This 
was a legitimate concern. Can you imagine the resources needed to supply 
such a large group? 

Exodus 16:2 states that the people directed their complaints against 
Moses and Aaron. Spiritual leaders are often the first target for those who 
complain. In fact, the people spent much of their time in the forty years of 
wilderness wanderings complaining against God and the leadership. Some 
of the time, Moses complained to God about the people. But in every case, 
the people and Moses were reminded of God’s faithfulness. God was faithful 
to His people in spite of their grumbling and complaining because He is a 
covenant-keeping God.

What is startling about the Israelites’ grumbling is that it was accompanied 
by a desire to return to Egypt. They argued: in the land of Egypt … we sat by 
pots of meat and ate all the bread we wanted. Stunning. Now delivered and 
set free, God’s people wanted to return to their bondage. 

God’s people questioned their future because they couldn’t see the future. 
God wanted them to trust Him. Pessimism about God’s future provision is 
like an acid that eats away our faith and confidence in His goodness and 
faithfulness. Freedom is so precious, yet so dangerous, that many people 
would rather stay in their bondage than chart the risky waters of freedom. 

Why was the Israelites’ grumbling understandable from a human 
standpoint, yet unnecessary from a spiritual standpoint? How can 
believers guard against the pessimism of doubt?

EXODUS 16:1-3

1 The entire Israelite 
community departed 
from Elim and came 
to the Wilderness of 
Sin, which is between 
Elim and Sinai, on the 
fifteenth day of the 
second month after 
they had left the land 
of Egypt. 2 The entire 
Israelite community 
grumbled against 
Moses and Aaron in 
the wilderness. 3 The 
Israelites said to them, 
“If only we had died by 
the Lord’s hand in the 
land of Egypt, when 
we sat by pots of meat 
and ate all the bread we 
wanted. Instead, you 
brought us into this 
wilderness to make 
this whole assembly die 
of hunger!”
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Many people desire to be set free from sin and bondage. They desire it, 
seek it, and pray for it. Yet there is something frightening about freedom. 
Freedom in Christ calls for trust and confidence in God. It requires letting 
go of the familiar and reaching for new and fresh things. Many people 
determine that true freedom is not worth it; it is better to stay put and 
endure the misery of the known. In freedom, each day can bring the 
unknown. Consider your own life. What are you hanging on to that keeps 
you in bondage?

QUESTIONING THEIR OBEDIENCE (EX. 16:4-5,11-12)

VERSES 4-5,11-12

What was God’s response to His complaining, skeptical people? He declared 
to Moses that He would provide food and that the provisions would include 
a test of the people’s obedience to Him. God would provide daily bread, 
but only daily bread. The people were to gather only enough bread for each 
day. Any extra bread gathered for the next day, except for the Sabbath day, 
would spoil.  

The provision of daily bread would test Israel’s faith in God. Would they 
trust Him each day to provide for their daily needs? Would they recognize 
Him as their God and deepen their relationship with Him? When times 
became difficult, would they trust in Him to provide? The Hebrew word 
translated test occurs in the Old Testament only with an intensive 
meaning, because testing implies an intense experience. God did not test 
the Israelites so they would fail. He tested them so they would realize they 
could always depend on Him to provide. God tested them by providing 
food so they would realize they could count on him to provide everything 
they needed to experience life in its fullness (see Deut. 8:2-3).

(In PSG, p. 50) What is the connection between obedience and trust? Can 
you have trust without obedience? How is obedience without trust 
different from obedience with trust?   

We do not always know why God designs and permits seasons of testing 
in our lives. There are many reasons for seasons of testing (see Jas. 1:2-18). 
Sometimes it is for discipline. Seasons of testing often draw us closer to 
God. At other times, God may test us to expose our loyalties. Seasons of 
testing are never pleasant. Instead of asking, “Why me, God?” maybe we 
should ask, “Lord, what are you up to?” If we look for what God is doing in 
our lives, then we are better able to hold up under during seasons of testing. 
Why? Because we know that the God who designs our seasons of testing is 
the same God who gives us the grace needed to endure and grow.  

Why is it that we seem to learn more about ourselves and God 
during seasons of trouble? When things are easy we are not as diligent 
or determined in our walk with God. But let a season of testing come, 

EXODUS 16:4-5

4 Then the Lord said to 
Moses, “I am going to 
rain bread from heaven 
for you. The people are 
to go out each day and 
gather enough for that 
day. This way I will test 
them to see whether or 
not they will follow my 
instructions. 5 On the 
sixth day, when they 
prepare what they bring 
in, it will be twice as 
much as they gather on 
other days.”  

EXODUS 16:11-12

11 The Lord spoke to 
Moses, 12 “I have heard 
the complaints of the 
Israelites. Tell them: 
At twilight you will 
eat meat, and in the 
morning you will eat 
bread until you are full. 
Then you will know 
that I am the Lord 
your God.”  
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and we are on our knees and in our Bibles. Think about a season of testing 
you have endured. Did that time of testing draw you closer to God or cause 
you to drift away from God? 

Instead of asking, “Why me, God?” maybe we should ask, 
“Lord, what are you up to?”

QUESTIONING THE PROVISION (EX. 16:13-18)

VERSE 13

God kept His word. In the evening, quail flew into the camp, and the people 
easily caught, killed, and cooked them. God fed the people with quail 
only twice during the wilderness wanderings (see also Num. 11:31-32). 
Some Bible students explain that the quail likely were migrating from 
their winter habitat in Africa and landed in the camp exhausted from 
their long  flight. God could have used the natural movements of the 
quail to feed His people, but the biblical text emphasizes that the quail 
constituted a miraculous gift from God. The quails’ migration would not 
necessarily have taken them over the Israelite camp. In the final analysis, 
God miraculously sent the quail to feed His people and to encourage them 
to trust Him.

After having satisfied themselves with quail meat, the next morning 
the people noticed a layer of dew all around the camp. The dew signaled 
God’s second feeding miracle.

VERSE 14

When the dew evaporated, the Israelites discovered fine flakes covering 
the ground. The Hebrew word translated fine flakes refers to things that 
resemble scales. The flakes also resembled frost in appearance, apparently 
indicating their white color. 

The Israelites referred to the flakes left on the ground after the dew as 
manna (Ex. 16:31). The term manna is a Hebrew word written in English 
characters. When spoken, it sounds like the Hebrew phrase “What is it?” 
(16:15). Having never seen anything like manna, the Israelites used a word 
based on their question to name the substance. The manna could be baked 
or boiled (16:23) and tasted like wafers made with honey (16:31).

Some Bible students have identified manna as an excretion of a particular 
insect in the Sinai wilderness. The insect consumes the juices of the fruit of 
tamarisk trees, thereby producing a yellowish-white flaky substance. In the 
early morning the flakes can be gathered, but as the day goes on, the sun’s 
heat melts the flakes away. The substance, still eaten by people in the area 
today, has a sweet taste and is a good source of carbohydrates and sugars. 
The Bible is clear, however, that the manna came as a miraculous provision 
by God. Apparently, it wasn’t present until after God declared He would 
send it. Manna constituted a special, miraculous gift of God to sustain His 
people for forty years in the wilderness. Theologically, it pointed to Jesus, 
who would come as the Bread of life (John 6:33) 

EXODUS 16:13

13 So at evening quail 
came and covered the 
camp. In the morning 
there was a layer of dew 
all around the camp.

EXODUS 16:14

14 When the layer of 
dew evaporated, there 
were fine flakes on the 
desert surface, as fine as 
frost on the ground.
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VERSES 15-18  
The Israelites had never seen the flakes before and asked one another what 
the substance could be. Moses identified the flakes as God’s gift to them, 
emphasizing that the people could rely on God to provide. The Israelites 
had accused God of not caring about them, but God was not stingy or 
uncaring. He was (and is) generous and caring; He would (and will) meet 
His people’s needs.

God instructed the Israelites to gather as much of it as each person 
needs, up to two quarts per individual. Some of the Israelites gathered a lot 
while others gathered a little. When the Israelites returned to their tents and 
measured what they had gathered, they discovered everyone had enough.

Throughout history, God has provided for His people in unusual 
ways. Yet, no matter how God provided for His people, the purpose of His 
provision was not only to care for them, but also to remind them that He 
alone is their provision. 

(In PSG, p. 52) How can not knowing what something is or how it was 
provided cause a person to question that provision? How can a person’s 
focus on what was provided get in the way of being thankful for 
that provision? 

QUESTIONING THE NEXT MEAL (EX. 16:19-20)

VERSES 19-20 

With the provision of daily manna and quail, you would think that God’s 
people would have great confidence in God’s gracious care for them. 
Wrong. Having been warned by Moses not to take more than their daily 
needs required, some people left part of the manna uneaten overnight, 
thinking that it would keep until the next day. They didn’t listen to Moses, 
and the remaining manna ruined. Their failure to heed Moses’ warning 
angered him and demonstrated a lack of faith. Their disobedience was 
their way of questioning God’s goodness and faithfulness.

The pattern of Israel’s questioning God’s faithfulness and goodness 
would remain a continual pattern that would land them in a great deal of 
trouble. The cycle of Israel’s life with God became very predictable. Israel 
would cry out to God for help. God would rescue them in some miraculous 
fashion. Israel would experience a season of peace, security, and obedience. 
With the passage of time, however, Israel would forget the goodness and 
faithfulness of God. The forgetfulness of God’s people would send them 
into a season of complacency and spiritual neglect. Soon thereafter, this 
kind of backsliding would land them in trouble from which they would 
cry out to God for deliverance. And so the cycle would go. This is why God 
constantly called His people to remember Him.

God does the same with us. To forget His goodness and faithfulness leads 
to unreasonable questioning, doubt, and faithlessness. Deuteronomy 8:18 

EXODUS 16:15-18

15 When the Israelites 
saw it, they asked one 
another, “What is it?” 
because they didn’t 
know what it was. 
Moses told them, “It 
is the bread the Lord 
has given you to eat. 
16 This is what the 
Lord has commanded: 
‘Gather as much of it as 
each person needs to 
eat. You may take two 
quarts per individual, 
according to the number 
of people each of you 
has in his tent.’ ” 17 So 
the Israelites did this. 
Some gathered a lot, 
some a little. 18 When 
they measured it by 
quarts, the person who 
gathered a lot had no 
surplus, and the person 
who gathered a little 
had no shortage. Each 
gathered as much as he 
needed to eat. 
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calls us to remember the Lord. First Chronicles 16:12 challenges us to 
remember the wonderful works of the Lord. When Jesus instituted the 
Lord’s Supper, He instructed His disciples to observe it in remembrance of 
Him (Luke 22:19). 

Why is it that no matter how many times God proves 
His faithfulness to His people, we are prone to doubt 
and question His goodness? 

Why does God call us to remember Him? Because He knows we have 
short-term memories. He knows that we develop spiritual amnesia. Every 
believer must continually express trust in God through obedience to His 
commands. If the old saying is true—practice makes perfect—then each 
day of believing and trusting in God becomes a kind of practice that builds 
our faith and confidence in God’s gracious care. When we remember God’s 
goodness, we are more apt to trust Him; when we forget His faithfulness, 
we are more apt to find ourselves in trouble. 

Think about your circumstances. How many times have you questioned 
the future God has for you? How many times have you hesitated to obey 
God? Are there times when you question God’s provision? Why is it we so 
soon forget God’s goodness? Forgetfulness, doubt, and a lack of faith are all 
part of a whole pattern that leads us to disobedience. Do you see in your 
own life the cycle Israel would go through as they moved from blessing 
to disobedience?

The issues involved in this lesson are important. The spiritual apathy 
of God’s people can be traced directly back to their lack of faith and 
confidence in God’s sufficient grace. It is one thing to say that you believe 
God is gracious and that He will provide every resource needed in order 
to accomplish His purposes. However, it is quite another thing to daily 
trust God for every need. Why is it that no matter how many times God 
proves His faithfulness to His people, we are prone to doubt and question 
His goodness? Could it be that we are addicted to our creature comforts 
to the extent that they rob us of the need for faith? Could it be that God 
sends us into seasons of testing not because He is an angry God but 
because those same seasons of testings may be the only way God can get 
our attention?  

(In PSG, p. 53) How does God’s daily provision foster dependence on and 
trust in God?

EXODUS 16:19-20

19 Moses said to them, 
“No one is to let any 
of it remain until 
morning.” 20 But they 
didn’t listen to Moses; 
some people left part of 
it until morning, and it 
bred worms and stank. 
Therefore Moses was 
angry with them.

© 2017 LifeWay



E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e |  L e a der Gu i de60

LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY

FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

GUIDE: To introduce the session, invite the group to imagine they are preparing for a trip 
across a desert. Guide the group to decide on the three (only three) most important things 
they would need for the trip. Call attention to any discussion that arose as they decided on 
the three things to take.

EXPLAIN: Point out that in today’s session, as Moses and the Israelites traveled toward the 
promised land, the people questioned God’s provision for their needs.

DISCUSS: Call attention to the paragraph in the PSG on page 46. Ask: When is adversity a 
good thing? How does adversity shape people?

TRANSITION: Call attention to Pack Item 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus), Pack Item 3 
(Poster: Fall 2017), and the outline (PSG, p. 9). Direct attention to the major outline points. 
Summarize the information in Understand the Context (PSG, p. 47) to show the connection 
between God’s provision for the people and their obedience to Him.

EXPLORE THE TEXT

READ: Read aloud Exodus 16:1-3, highlighting the people’s complaint against Moses and 
Aaron. Use Pack Item 4 (Time Line: Exodus; Leviticus) to help the group understand that this 
grumbling took place very early in their travels toward the promised land.

READ: Instruct everyone to read the information under Verses 1-3 (PSG, pp. 48–49). Then 
invite volunteers to share the details they learned about the complaints the Israelites voiced. 

DISCUSS: Why do people sometimes prefer the old to the new? How is accepting God’s provision for 
today an act of trust and faith? (PSG, p. 49)

CONSIDER: Invite the group to consider the way most physical illnesses spread—a sick 
person has contact with a healthy person and passes on germs that make the healthy person 
sick. Emphasize verse 2. 

ASK: How does grumbling or complaining by one person or just a few people quickly spread to a 
whole group of people? How can the pessimism of doubt spread? In a family? In a church? How can 
we guard against doubt?

TRANSITION: The people had voiced their doubts and worries. Now listen for God’s response.

READ: Direct a volunteer to read aloud Exodus 16:4-5,11-12, as the group listens for the way 
God provided for the people’s needs and the test of the people’s obedience.

LIST: Call for the group to name God’s simple instructions for the Israelites in verses 4-5 
and 11-12. Ask: Why was it so important for the people to trust and obey God in these simple 
instructions regarding the food? Which is more challenging—to obey God in the simple things or to 
obey in the hard things? Explain. 

UNDERLINE: Invite the group to find and underline the first sentence in the first paragraph 
under Verses 4-5 (PSG, pp. 49–50). Call for a volunteer to read aloud the sentence. 
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DISCUSS: What is the connection between obedience and trust? Can you have trust without 
obedience? How is obedience without trust different from obedience with trust? (PSG, p. 50)

TRANSITION: God’s desire is that we obey, and as we do this we strengthen our trust in Him. Now 
see how God’s provision matched the people’s needs perfectly.

READ: Direct someone to read aloud Exodus 16:13-18, noting the ways God provided for 
the people’s needs.

HIGHLIGHT: Call attention to the paragraphs under Verses 16-18 in the PSG (pp. 51–52). 
Instruct the group to underline these two sentences from that section in the PSG: “Note 
that God’s provision was strictly according to the people’s needs, no more and no less. This 
is a theme common in the Bible.” 

DISCUSS: How can not knowing what something is or how it was provided cause a person to 
question that provision? How can a person’s focus on what was provided get in the way of being 
thankful for that provision? (PSG, p. 52)

TRANSITION: God’s provision was sufficient, but let’s see how the Israelites did regarding God’s 
specific instructions. 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read aloud Exodus 16:19-20, instructing the rest of the group to 
look for Moses’ instruction to the people.

NAME: Write these two headings on a large sheet of paper or on a whiteboard: “Disobedience” 
and “Consequence.” Call for the group to name how the people disobeyed God’s instruction, 
listing answers under the “Disobedience” heading. Then call for them to name the 
consequence for their disobedience, listing responses under the “Consequence” heading. 

DISCUSS: Why do you think the people disobeyed this simple instruction from Moses? In what ways 
did the people’s lack of obedience reveal a lack of trust in God?

GUIDE: Instruct the group to silently read the second paragraph under Verses 19-20 (PSG, p. 
52). Stress that by not saving manna to eat the next day, the people would show their trust 
in God. 

ASK: How does God’s daily provision foster dependence on and trust in God? (PSG, p. 53)

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

DISCUSS: What lesson can we take away from this story about the Israelites and their questioning 
in the wilderness? Remind the group that we face the same kinds of decisions about whether 
to fully trust God to meet our needs today.

RESPOND: To close the session, direct the group to examine the first question set under In 
My Context in the PSG (p. 54): In what areas of your life do you have the most difficulty obeying 
God? How does that challenge relate to your willingness to trust God? For what do you need to 
trust God as the next step in your obedience to Him? Challenge group members to look for 
opportunities to trust God more in their daily choices and plans.

PRAY: Close in prayer, thanking God for His perfect provision and asking that group 
members would respond in obedience to God in every aspect of their lives.
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PRACTICE
• Contact anyone in the group who was absent from today’s study, encouraging them to 

be present for next week’s study on the commandments God gave to Moses in Exodus 
20. Encourage them to study the Session 6 content in their PSG to prepare for the next 
group meeting.

• Send an email or text to group members encouraging them to look for ways God 
provides to meet their needs as the week unfolds.

MORE IDEAS
FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

Write “Challenging Circumstances” somewhere prominent in the room. Invite volunteers 
to name examples of challenging circumstances when we might question God about the 
way things are going. Explain that in today’s study, we will see the Israelites questioning 
God in difficult circumstances. Encourage group members to listen for God’s response to 
their questions and needs.

EXPLORE THE TEXT

• To supplement discussion about Exodus 16:1-3, call attention to verse 3. Note that 
the Lord’s hand refers to His power. God rescued the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, 
yet they questioned Him. Ask: Can doubt ever be good? When is it bad? What helps to 
strengthen your trust in God?

• To enhance the study of Exodus 16:4-5,11-12, encourage the group to read John 
6:41-58, where Jesus talked about the manna in the wilderness and called Himself 
Bread from heaven. Point out that food is simply a temporary solution to our hunger 
problem—only Jesus can meet our deepest needs.

• To supplement Exodus 16:13-18, say: The miraculous provision of the manna and quail 
was a display of God’s power and sovereignty. There was no doubt God was at work. Ask: 
Why are we sometimes tempted to explain away the good things in our lives as coming from 
our own hard work, intelligence, or initiative?

• To supplement Exodus 16:19-20, explain that Jesus also had much to say about God’s 
provision for His people. Lead the group to complete the Bible Skill (PSG, p. 53).

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

Call for a volunteer to read aloud the Key Doctrine (Stewardship) on page 52 of the PSG. 
Ask: In what ways does our failure to obey God show a lack of trust in Him? We know that 
trusting God is the right choice, so why do we struggle with doing it? Encourage the group to 
look for fresh ways to trust God in the week ahead. 

SUGGESTED MUSIC IDEA

Lead the group to recite the words to “Enough,” by Chris Tomlin and Louie Giglio. Challenge 
group members to allow God to be enough in their daily lives.

© 2017 LifeWay



63Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________

Commanded
God gives a clear standard for holy living.

Session 6

EXODUS 20:1-17
MEMORY VERSE: EXODUS 20:3

PREPARE TO LEAD THE GROUP TIME

READ Exodus 19:1–24:18, First Thoughts (p. 64), and Understand the Context (pp. 64–65). Make 

notes about words and phrases that may require additional explanation during the group Bible  

study session.

STUDY Exodus 20:1-17, using Explore the Text (pp. 65–69). Note how all the commands relate to 

either loving God or loving people. 

PLAN the group time using ideas under Lead Group Bible Study (pp. 70–71). Modify your group plans 

using More Ideas (p. 72) and ideas online at Blog.LifeWay.com/ExploretheBible/Adults/LeaderExtras. 

Consider how to bring new meaning to this session’s memory verse (Ex. 20:3).

GROW with other group leaders at the Group Ministry blog (LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry).

GATHER the following items:   Personal Study Guides; and   Pens for every group member. 

Prepare to display the following Pack Items:   PACK ITEM 1 (Map: The Route of the Exodus);   

 PACK ITEM 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus);   PACK ITEM 3 (Poster: Fall 2017); and   

 PACK ITEM 9 (Chart: Ten Commandments).
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FIRST THOUGHTS
Too often, people think of God’s commands as being negative or restrictive. 
They feel that God’s law holds them back. For them, God’s restrictions 
keep them from living life as they want, doing what they want to do. In a 
sense that is true. However, to view God’s commandments as restrictive 
or negative misses the point of God’s giving us rules as a demonstration of 
His love for us. 

(In PSG, p. 55) Reflect on a time when you did not fully understand the 
expectations for a job or task assigned to you. How would understanding 
expectations have changed how you felt about the task and/or the person 
who assigned it?

Parents know how toddlers love to explore their surroundings. Attentive 
parents also know that toddlers need rules to guide their exploration. One 
of those rules may be to keep little fingers, or any other object for that 
matter, out of electrical outlets. This command is for their good, not for 
their detriment. Similarly, the commandments God gave to His people 
were not restrictive or negative. On the contrary, they were protective and 
positive. The fact that God gave His people commandments is a sign of His 
favor and grace.

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
EXODUS 19:1–24:18

Everything that has occurred previously in the Book of Exodus was 
preparatory to the events narrated in chapters 19–24. The Lord summoned 
the Israelites to Mount Sinai to establish a covenant with them. The Lord’s 
covenant with the people of Israel was similar in form to other covenants 
of the period.

The events preceding the ratification of the covenant at Mount Sinai 
are described in Exodus 19. The Lord specified certain precautions and 
preparations the people would need to make before meeting with Him. 
His awesome presence manifested itself in dramatic fashion: thunder and 
lightning and smoke were on the mountain.

Exodus 20:1-17 sets forth the terms of the covenant. The covenant was 
not a negotiated agreement. It was an expression of the Lord’s grace. As the 
superior party in the agreement, God prescribed its conditions. These terms 
commonly are designated as the Ten Commandments. They are broad and 
general in scope. A series of case laws follows in Exodus 20:22–23:33. These 
laws are commonly referred to as the Book of the Covenant. In them, 
the various commandments are applied to specific cases. Both the Ten 

KEY DOCTRINE

The Lord’s Day
The Lord’s Day commemorates 
the resurrection of Christ from 
the dead and should include 
exercises of worship and 
spiritual devotion, both public 
and private.

BIBLE SKILL

Explore further a phrase used in a 
verse or passage.

God identified Himself in various 
Bible passages as the One who 
brought the Israelites out of 
Egypt. Look up the following 
passages and find that phrase: 
Judges 6:1-10; Nehemiah 
9:1-21; and Daniel 9:1-19. How 
do these passages compare to 
Exodus 20:1-2 and the events 
leading up to that day? How are 
the situations different? How 
are these situations related (if at 
all)? What do they reveal about 
the importance of remembering 
what God has done for 
His people?
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Commandments and the Book of the Covenant governed the Israelites’ 
actions toward the Lord and one another.

The covenant between the people of Israel and the Lord was ratified in 
a formal ceremony. This event is described in Exodus 24. The use of blood 
emphasized the serious nature of the agreement and warned the people of 
the folly of violating the covenant’s terms.

EXPLORE THE TEXT
THE GOD OF THE COMMANDMENTS (EX. 20:1-2)

VERSES 1-2

Exodus 20 begins with the self-identification of God. Only God is allowed 
to identify and define God. What God revealed about Himself in these two 
verses sets the stage for what would be revealed in the law of God. Further, 
it would set the stage for the future and more full revelation of God in 
the person and work of Jesus Christ. Notice three aspects of God’s self-
revelation in verses 1-2.

God is a speaking God. He spoke all these words. God speaks through 
words. This means that God is also a writing God. What God said was 
written down in a book. In fact, God told Moses to write down His 
commandments and covenants (see Ex. 17:14; 34:1; Num. 33:2). God even 
told His people to write His words on the doorposts and walls of their 
homes (Deut. 6:9). Other than the character of God Himself, the revelation 
of God as a speaking God is the most significant self-revealing truth about 
God. Why? Because it means that God does not leave His people in doubt 
about what He desires of them. He has written it in a book, the Bible—
inspired, inerrant, authoritative, and sufficient.

God is the only God. Exodus 20:2 also reveals the truth that God is 
unique: I am the Lord your God. This brief phrase is loaded with meaning 
and power. God knew that His people would live in a pluralistic world with 
many claims to deity. The Lord wanted them to know that He alone was 
the great I AM. God had identified Himself to Moses as the great I AM in 
Exodus 3:14. Here, He identified Himself as the Lord your God. In other 
words, God wanted the Israelites to know that the God they served was 
unique; therefore, they were unique. 

God is a delivering God. Verse 2 ends with God’s self-identification as the 
God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery. 
This phrase would be repeated often to jostle the memory of God’s people, 
reminding them that the God who had delivered them could be trusted and 
obeyed. Israel’s obedience to God’s commands would be a response to the 
grace God had shown to them. The law was never a means for establishing 
a relationship with God. Obedience to the commandments was the means 
by which God’s people enjoyed and responded to what the Lord had already 
done by delivering them from Egypt and taking them as His possession.

BIBLICAL 
ILLUSTRATOR

For additional context, read 
“The Attraction of Idolatry,” 
an archived Biblical Illustrator 
article provided on the CD-ROM 
in the Fall 2017 Explore the 
Bible: Leader Pack.

EXODUS 20:1-2

1 Then God spoke all 
these words: 2 I am the 
Lord your God, who 
brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the 
place of slavery.
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An important point to be made here is that divine indicatives (who 
God is) always go before divine imperatives (what God’s people are 
supposed to do). Therefore, the preface to the Ten Commandments 
reminded the Israelites of God’s work on their behalf and called them to 
covenant faithfulness based upon the Lord’s grace shown to them. This is 
a covenant relationship. 

What God revealed about Himself in verses 1-2 set the stage for what 
was about to be revealed in the law. What He had done for them would be 
the motivation to do what God required.

God identified Himself as the speaking, one-and-only, delivering God. 
It is this God who would give them the commandments by which they 
were to live and worship. 

The significance of God’s self-identification is critical. Genesis 1:26 
reminds us that we are made in the image of God and that God has made 
us to worship and serve Him. Sin, however, inverts this truth. Rather than 
remembering that we are made in God’s image, we attempt to make God 
in our image. We define God in ways that meet our wants and desires. 
This is the root of all sins—replacing the one true God with false ideas 
about God that are not true (Rom. 1:18-32). Take a close look at your own 
personal theology. Are you worshiping the God of the Bible? Or have you 
neglected to understand how God has identified Himself, replacing God 
with a diminished version of God?

Rather than remembering that we are made in God’s 
image, we attempt to make God in our image.

RELATING TO GOD (EX. 20:3-11)

VERSES 3-11

God revealed Himself as a communicating, one-of-a-kind, saving God. 
He then gave four commandments that identify how His people should 
relate to Him. Do not have other gods besides me. The first commandment 
is an amazingly exclusive command. God’s people were to remember that 
there is but one God. He is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Later, 
the understanding of God would be expanded to be God and Father of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and God the Holy Spirit. He is the one, true, 
triune God.

Do not make an idol for yourself. The second commandment, described 
in verses 4-6, is connected to the first commandment in an interesting way. 
If, as the first commandment argues, God is unique and exclusive, then the 
second commandment argues that to make any attempt to replace the one 
true God is idolatry. An idol can be material in nature. An idol can also be 
an idea of God that is less than or unworthy of God Himself. Either way, 
whether material or mental, idolatry is sin.

Do not misuse the name of the Lord your God. The sense of the third 
commandment is not just how we talk about God. If we limit this command 
to a traditional view of cursing, then we have not appreciated its meaning. 
To misuse God’s name can mean at least three things. First, it can mean we 

EXODUS 20:3-7

3 Do not have other 
gods besides me. 4 Do 
not make an idol for 
yourself, whether in 
the shape of anything 
in the heavens above 
or on the earth below 
or in the waters under 
the earth. 5 Do not 
bow in worship to 
them, and do not serve 
them; for I, the Lord 
your God, am a jealous 
God, punishing the 
children for the fathers’ 
iniquity, to the third 
and fourth generations 
of those who hate me, 
6 but showing faithful 
love to a thousand 
generations of those 
who love me and keep 
my commands. 7 Do not 
misuse the name of the 
Lord your God, because 
the Lord will not leave 
anyone unpunished who 
misuses his name. 
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use God’s name as a curse word. Second, we can wrongly use God’s name 
as a tool to cover our sins or as a covering to accomplish our own purposes 
under the guise of doing something for Him. Third, we may identify 
ourselves as God’s people yet not live up to that name. God’s people are 
to be people of integrity (singular in commitment), not only identifying 
God as the one true God and rejecting all other gods but actually living like 
God’s people ought to live.

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. God is to be worshiped. 
Verses 8-11 command God’s people to set aside a day for worship and rest. 
We are unlike God; He does not need rest or relaxation. We need rest. We 
need worship. Rest reminds us that we are needy. Worship reminds us that 
God is the One who gives us rest, who redeems and restores our souls.  
Worship is critical, necessary, and essential.

The first four commandments address our relationship with God. We 
are to love Him exclusively, rejecting idolatry and a lack of integrity as we 
worship Him in spirit and truth. While each of these four commandments 
are to be viewed as separate and unique, they form a composite picture of  
how we are to relate to God.

Most people view the Ten Commandments simply as commands. 
Certainly the commandments are commands. However, have you 
considered that the commandments of God are relational in nature 
as well? The first four commandments address our relationship with 
God on a vertical level, and the final six commandments address our 
relationship with others on a horizontal level. The reason we know that the 
commandments are more than commands is because Jesus summarized 
all of them in Matthew 22:34-40 with two indispensable commands—love 
God, and love others like you love yourself. To view the commandments of 
God as relational helps us see them as loving and merciful on God’s part 
toward His people. 

(In PSG, p. 60) How is keeping the first four commandments a way of 
demonstrating love for God?

RELATING TO SOCIETY (EX. 20:12-17)

VERSES 12-17

The remaining commandments address how we should relate to one 
another. How we relate to God determines how we will relate to others. 
Conversely, how we relate to others reveals what we think and believe 
about God and His commands. Further, the commandments that address 
our relationship with God and the commandments that address our 
relationships with others form the basis of all the other principles and 
precepts that are revealed throughout the entirety of God’s Word.

EXODUS 20:8-11

8 Remember the 
Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy: 9 You are to labor 
six days and do all your 
work, 10 but the seventh 
day is a Sabbath to 
the Lord your God. 
You must not do any 
work—you, your son 
or daughter, your male 
or female servant, your 
livestock, or the resident 
alien who is within your 
city gates. 11 For the 
Lord made the heavens 
and the earth, the sea, 
and everything in them 
in six days; then he 
rested on the seventh 
day. Therefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day 
and declared it holy. 
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How we relate to others reveals what we think and 
believe about God and His commands.

God wanted Israel to look at His commandments as a whole rather 
than as separate parts. While each of the commandments is essential, God 
did not want His people to focus on the individual parts and lose focus on 
the entirety of the purpose of the law. How we relate to God and to others 
form two parts of a whole that cannot be separated. Together they form the 
basis of how we are to love God and others (Matt. 22:34-40). This is why 
the remaining six commandments are an essential outcome of the first four.

Honor your father and your mother. This means treating parents with 
the proper respect due to their role. God made the family the basic unit of 
society and culture. To dishonor our parents is a way of dishonoring God. 
Honoring parents may be difficult for some, especially for those whose 
parents do not honor God or their families. However, God calls His people 
to find ways to honor their parents, no matter how difficult that may be.

Do not murder. The Bible makes a distinction between killing and 
murder. The Law clarified that the prohibition against murder did not apply 
to defending one’s home (Ex. 22:2), to the state’s execution of murderers 
(Gen. 9:6), to accidental killings (Deut. 19:5), or to a nation’s involvement in 
certain types of war. On a personal level, however, God makes no provision 
for the taking of an innocent life or for people to take the law into their own 
hands. Behind this teaching lies the biblical truth that every human being 
has been created in God’s image (Gen. 1:26-27; 9:6). Murder violates God’s 
law, destroys the life of a person made in the image of God, and further 
aggravates a world already in turmoil due to sin.

Do not commit adultery. This command not only speaks to keeping 
a family unit intact, but it also speaks to a person’s honoring marriage as 
a high and holy calling. Marriage and the conjugal prerogatives of both 
spouses are to be kept pure and undefiled (Heb. 13:4). Further, avoiding 
sexual sin in a marriage demonstrates God’s faithful love for His people, 
the church (Eph. 5:21-33).

Do not steal. Stealing undermines the basic concept of the property 
rights of others and dismantles the notion of work. God’s command not to 
steal but to do honest work and with anyone in need is repeated in the New 
Testament as well (Eph. 4:28).

Do not give false testimony. We are not to lie. As people who serve a 
God who cannot lie (see Num. 23:19; Titus 1:2; and Heb. 6:18), we are to 
reflect His character by being people of truth and integrity. Truthfulness is 
an essential part of what it means to follow Christ. 

Do not covet. Coveting is the desiring of what someone else possesses. 
Coveting often is accompanied by jealousy, envy, anger, and idolatry. 
Coveting is a sin against our neighbors because it views them as someone 
from whom we are to take. Further, coveting is a sin against God because 
it disbelieves that God will provide for our every need according to His 
riches in Jesus Christ.

Commandments do not save sinners. God saves sinners. However, 
the law of God is good. The law of God reveals His righteous standards 

EXODUS 20:12-17

12 Honor your father 
and your mother so that 
you may have a long 
life in the land that the 
Lord your God is giving 
you. 13 Do not murder. 
14 Do not commit 
adultery. 15 Do not 
steal. 16 Do not give 
false testimony against 
your neighbor. 17 Do not 
covet your neighbor’s 
house. Do not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, his 
male or female servant, 
his ox or donkey, or 
anything that belongs 
to your neighbor.  
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and character, exposes our sinfulness, serves as a guide that leads us 
to depend on God’s mercy and grace, and serves as a framework for 
public order. 

What the law could not do in us or for us, Jesus Christ did 
for us.

Jesus Christ alone perfectly fulfilled and completed the purposes of 
the law of God (Matt. 5:17-20). While the law is necessary and good, we 
could not keep the law of God because we are dead in our sins, unwilling 
and unable to fulfill the law. The good news, however, is that what the law 
could not do in us or for us, Jesus Christ did for us—He kept the law when 
we did not. All lawbreakers who repent of their sin and believe the good 
news of Jesus Christ are saved. This is the gospel. 

(In PSG, p. 62) Is there an issue not covered in this set of laws? If so, what? 
To what level do you agree that all other laws are based on these? How 
would you describe a society that fully followed these commands?  

Jesus and the Ten Commandments (In PSG, p. 61)

The Ten Commandments Jesus’ Teaching
Do not have other gods besides me 
(Ex. 20:3).

Matthew 4:10; 6:33

Do not make an idol for yourself (Ex. 20:4). Matthew 6:24
Do not misuse the name of the Lord your 
God (Ex. 20:7). 

Matthew 5:33-37; 
6:9; 23:16-22

Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy 
(Ex. 20:8-11). 

Matthew 12:1-13; 
Mark 2:23-27; 

Honor your father and your mother 
(Ex. 20:12). 

Mark 7:9-13

Do not murder (Ex. 20:13). Matthew 5:21-24
Do not commit adultery (Ex. 20:14). Matthew 5:27-30
Do not steal (Ex. 20:15). Matthew 5:40
Do not give false testimony (Ex. 20:16). Matthew 5:37
Do not covet (Ex. 20:17). Luke 12:15-34
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LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY

FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

DRAW: As the group arrives, invite volunteers to draw a line that is 12 inches long on a large 
sheet of paper or on the whiteboard (as close as they can come to 12 inches), without using 
a ruler or any other measuring device. Then provide a ruler to show how close the lines on 
the board are to 12 inches. Emphasize that without a clear standard to guide us (i.e., a ruler 
or yardstick), it can be very difficult to hit the mark for an exact 12 inches.

EXPLAIN: In today’s Bible passage, we will see that God has given us a clear standard for holy living.

TRANSITION: Remind the group that we continue to move through significant passages 
in Exodus and Leviticus, and today we will examine God’s Ten Commandments. Call 
attention to Pack Item 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus) and Pack Item 3 (Poster: Fall 2017). 
Focus attention on the major outline points. Point out the location of Mount Sinai (labeled 
and also known as Jebel Musa) on Pack Item 1 (Map: The Route of the Exodus), where the 
events in today’s study took place. Briefly summarize the information in Understand the 
Context (PSG, p. 56) to describe the connection between the law and the gift of salvation 
that comes through Jesus.

EXPLORE THE TEXT

READ: Direct a volunteer to read aloud Exodus 20:1-2, as the group listens for the way God 
describes Himself.

CHART: On the whiteboard or a large sheet of paper, create a chart with these three 
headings: “Who God Is,” “How I Relate to Him,” and “How I Relate to Others.” Invite the 
group to name what we learn about who God is in verses 1 and 2. List the responses under 
the proper heading. Invite a volunteer to read aloud the second paragraph under Verses 
1-2 (PSG, p. 57).

DISCUSS: How do the Ten Commandments relate to Israel’s relationship with God? How do they 
relate to Israel’s mission to the world around them? (PSG, p. 57)

TRANSITION: God identified Himself and established His authority. Next, we’ll examine God’s 
standard for living, which we also call the Ten Commandments.

READ: Call on a volunteer to read aloud Exodus 20:3-11, encouraging the group to listen for 
the way these commands describe our relationship with God.

CHART: Refer to the chart and call for group members to use their own words to describe 
the four commandments in these verses as they relate to our relationship with God. 
Record their responses on the chart under “How I Relate to Him.” Then direct attention to  
Pack Item 9 (Chart: Ten Commandments) and use it to supplement your discussion of 
these first four commandments.

DO: Arrange everyone into four teams and direct each team to read silently one of the 
paragraphs related to these verses: Verse 3 (PSG, p. 59), Verses 4-6 (PSG, p. 59), Verse 7 
(PSG, pp. 59–60), and Verses 8-11 (PSG, p. 60). Then call for volunteers to share something 
they learned about our relationship with God from the reading. 
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DISCUSS: How is keeping the first four commandments a way of demonstrating love for God? (PSG, 
p. 60) How are these commands a response to God’s identity as the One who delivered Israel?

TRANSITION: Following these first four commandments helps us as we strive to give God first place 
in our hearts and lives. Next, we’ll turn to the commandments that guide our relationships with 
other people.

READ: As a volunteer reads Exodus 20:12-17, lead the group to listen for the ways these 
commands describe our relationships with other people.

CHART: Refer to the chart and call for group members to use their own words to describe 
the six commandments in these verses as they discuss our relationships with each other. 
Record responses under the “How I Relate to Others” heading. Supplement the discussion, 
pointing to Pack Item 9 (Chart: Ten Commandments) and the commentary from your study 
(pp. 68–69). 

DISCUSS: What do we learn from the last six commandments about our relationship with each 
other? What are practical ways we can show respect and dignity when we relate to others?

DISCUSS: Instruct the group to work in twos or threes to discuss these questions: Is there an 
issue not covered in this set of laws? If so, what? To what level do you agree that all other laws are 
based on these? How would you describe a society that fully followed these commands? (PSG, p. 62) 
Invite volunteers to share their responses with the whole group. 

TRANSITION: We demonstrate our love and commitment to God when we treat people with respect 
and dignity. The simplest way to live out the Ten Commandments is by loving God and loving others.

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

DISCUSS: Do we give holy living the priority it should have in our lives today? Explain. What 
practical steps can we take to pursue holy living in the days ahead?

CHALLENGE: Guide the group to examine the second question set under In My Context on 
page 63 of the PSG: Paul explained that the law points us to our need for Christ (Rom. 3:20; Gal. 
3:19-26). How do these commandments point you to Christ? With whom can you share that the 
commandments show our need for a Savior? Pray with other members of your group, asking God 
to give you opportunities to share about the need for Christ. Lead group members to talk about 
how these commandments point us to Christ. Challenge them to think about and pray for 
others they know who need to hear the gospel’s good news. Encourage them to be bold in 
sharing.

PRAY: Reread Exodus 20:3, and close in prayer that everyone would focus on obedience and 
faithfulness to God.
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PRACTICE
• Send the group an email or text message encouraging them to pray for each other this 

week, that they may love God and love others well.

• Encourage the group to contact anyone in the group who is absent this week.

• Follow up with any answers to questions the group had during today’s study.

MORE IDEAS
FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

Write on the board these two statements: “I follow the instructions,” and “I just figure it 
out.” Say: Imagine that you’ve just bought an item that needs to be assembled—indicate by raised 
hand if you are more of an “I follow the instructions” person or an “I just figure it out” person. 
Explain that in today’s study, we are going to look at a set of instructions that God has 
given us so that we have a clear standard for holy living.

EXPLORE THE TEXT

• To enhance the study of Exodus 20:1-2, encourage the group to complete the Bible Skill 
activity (PSG, p. 58).

• To supplement Exodus 20:3-11, as you discuss the commands concerning our 
relationship with God, use these additional questions: What kinds of things distract us 
from worshiping God alone? Who or what are the other gods people commonly struggle with? 
What does it mean to remember or keep the Sabbath? What kinds of things pull us away from 
keeping the Sabbath? How can believers guard against a divided allegiance?

• To reinforce Exodus 20:12-17, direct the group to the conversation between Jesus and 
the rich young ruler found in Mark 10:17-27. Talk about how Jesus was not so much 
interested in the young man’s good record in keeping the commandments as He was in 
the priorities in the young man’s life.

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

Call attention to the third question set (PSG, p. 63): Reflect on Exodus 20:3. Consider how 
keeping this commandment relates to keeping the other nine commandments. Memorize this 
verse. Discuss strategies for memorizing Scripture and encourage group members to 
spend time this week reflecting on how Exodus 20:3 relates to the other commandments 
and to their own lives.

SUGGESTED MUSIC IDEA

To highlight that we follow the commandments so that our heart attitudes may be more 
Christlike, lead the group to recite the words to “Change My Heart, O God,” by Eddie 
Espinosa. Follow by leading the group to sing the song as a prayer that God might change 
us to become more like Him.
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Equipped
God enables and equips His people to do the work He directs them to do.

Session 7

EXODUS 25:1-9; 31:1-6
MEMORY VERSE: EXODUS 31:6

PREPARE TO LEAD THE GROUP TIME

READ Exodus 25:1–31:18, First Thoughts (p. 74), and Understand the Context (p. 74).

STUDY Exodus 25:1-9; 31:1-6, using Explore the Text (pp. 75–79). Pay close attention to the supplies 

and workers required for the tabernacle. 

PLAN the group time using the ideas under Lead Group Bible Study (pp. 80–81) and More Ideas  

(p. 82), in QuickSource, and online at Blog.LifeWay.com/ExploretheBible/Adults/LeaderExtras.  

Focus on ways to lead group members to celebrate and worship by brainstorming creative ways to 

use the Suggested Music Idea (p. 82). 

GROW from expert insights on weekly studies through the Ministry Grid (MinistryGrid.com/Web/ 

ExploretheBible).

GATHER the following items:   Personal Study Guides;   A whiteboard or large sheet of paper 

and markers; and   Pens for everyone in the group. Prepare to display the following Pack Items:   

 PACK ITEM 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus);   PACK ITEM 4 (Time Line: Exodus; Leviticus); 

and   PACK ITEM 10 (Poster: Tabernacle Items).
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FIRST THOUGHTS
Most of us never think about what is required for a good Bible study group 
to function. We arrive to find fresh coffee and a clean room. We use the 
comments in resources like the one you are now reading to help the group 
better understand the passage. Prayer requests are shared, and the list 
somehow ends up in your email box. 

(In PSG, p. 64) Consider the work of your Bible study group. What skills and 
abilities are needed for the group to function well? What kind of financial 
resources are needed for the group to function? 

God provides through you and other people the resources needed for 
your Bible study group to function. He has given various gifts and talents 
to people in your group who make sure each action is completed.  

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
EXODUS 25:1–31:18

The second half of Exodus focuses on the events at Mount Sinai and 
God’s instructions to His people through Moses. God prepared His people 
(19:1-25), gave them the law (20:1–23:19), and gave them instructions for 
entering the promised land (23:20-33). In 24:1-18 the Lord confirmed His 
covenant with His people. Chapters 25–31 focus on the instructions related 
to the construction of the tabernacle (25:1–31:18; see also 35:1-3). Once 
again, we are reminded that the entirety of the exodus event is a gracious 
act of God by which He delivers, sustains, and instructs His people for new 
life outside of Egypt. 

The instructions concerning the tabernacle and the description of the 
instructions make up the majority of the second half of the Book of Exodus. We 
must remember that the Lord had said of Israel, “I will take you as my people, 
and I will be your God” (6:7). The tabernacle was the means through which 
God had chosen to dwell among His people. The level of detail in chapters 
25–31 points to the reality that God is a holy God and His people must relate 
to Him according to His revealed word. The details concerning the tabernacle 
are important because they reveal God’s grace toward His people in protecting 
them from His consuming holiness. We also are reminded that God wants 
to dwell among His people; otherwise, He would not have gone to such great 
lengths to lay out the painstakingly specific details for the tabernacle. 

This entire narrative points us forward to Jesus Christ, who became a 
tabernacle among us (John 1:14). Not only is Jesus the greater tabernacle, 
He is also greater than Moses. Jesus is the only mediator between God and 
man (1 Tim. 2:5). 

KEY DOCTRINE

Stewardship
According to the Scriptures, 
Christians should contribute of 
their means cheerfully, regularly, 
systematically, proportionately, 
and liberally for the 
advancement of the Redeemer’s 
cause on earth.

BIBLE SKILL

Compare similar passages.

In his Second Letter to the 
Corinthians, Paul called on these 
believers to fulfill a commitment 
they made to take an offering 
to assist believers in Jerusalem. 
Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 and 
compare it to the directive given 
by God to Moses to collect an 
offering for the tabernacle (Ex. 
25:1-9). How are these calls 
similar? How are they different? 
What principles about giving 
can be seen in both accounts?
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
THE OFFERING (EX. 25:1-7)

God could have created the tabernacle miraculously out of nothing. In 
fact, God has the power to create anything He wants out of nothing. He 
created the universe in this fashion. But God chooses to work through 
His people to supply the material needs of the ministry. He does this to 
test our faithfulness and our confidence in His ability and willingness to 
provide for our needs out of His rich provisions. God used the generosity 
of His people to build the tabernacle. We will see in this passage the 
fourfold dimension of God’s instructions about giving: (1) the offering; 
(2) the extent of the resources needed; (3) the purpose for the resources 
that were given; and (4) the design of the tabernacle to be built from 
those resources. 

VERSES 1-2

The offering: God told Moses to take an offering from all the people of Israel. 
God desired for His people to give their offerings not grudgingly but from 
the heart: You are to take my offering from everyone who is willing to 
give. God loves cheerful and lavish givers. The apostle Paul wrote, “Each 
person should do as he has decided in his heart—not reluctantly or out of 
compulsion, since God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). We are not told 
how this offering was collected, but we do know that God appointed a day 
for His people to set aside offerings to be given for the purpose of building 
a tabernacle.

Through their giving, the people of God would 
demonstrate the infinite value of God over the finite 
value of material wealth.

VERSES 3-7 

The extent: Verses 3-7 address the extent of the resources that needed to be 
given: gold, silver, and bronze; blue, purple, and scarlet yarn; fine linen 
and goat hair; ram skins dyed red and fine leather; acacia wood; oil for 
the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense; and 
onyx along with other gemstones. God wanted the very best the people 
had to offer. Every resource God’s people possessed was to be available to 
Him. The cost and the detail of the tabernacle remind us that God cannot 
be approached casually. But this again points us to the grace of God. What 
God requires, He provides. Remember that God promised that Israel would 
not leave Egypt empty-handed (see 3:21-22). Israel was delivered from 
slavery with great wealth (12:36). In His divine provision, God provided 
these elements to build the tabernacle even before Israel knew what they 
would be used for. 

Again, God could have made something out of nothing. Instead, He 
chose to give to His people, then through His people, all the resources 

BIBLICAL 
ILLUSTRATOR

For additional context, 
read “Bezalel, Artisan of 
the Tabernacle” in the 
Fall 2017 issue of Biblical 
Illustrator. Available at 
LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator.

EXODUS 25:1-2

1 The Lord spoke 
to Moses: 2 “Tell the 
Israelites to take an 
offering for me. You 
are to take my offering 
from everyone who is 
willing to give. 
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needed to build the tabernacle. This was a lesson in stewardship. Through 
their giving, the people of God would demonstrate the infinite value of God 
over the finite value of material wealth.

Giving is a touchy subject in many churches. The main reason for 
spiritual stinginess is a hard heart and a loss of memory. Our hearts become 
hardened by thinking that what we possess is truly ours. Further, we forget 
the many blessings of God and His continual supply of every resource, both 
spiritual and material, that we need in order to live for Him. Remembering 
the goodness of God can lead us to be generous toward the work of God. 

(In PSG, p. 68) How do believers honor God by participating in willful 
and costly giving toward His purposes? Give an example of how God 
provided for a specific need through His people.

The degree to which we view our resources as having come from our 
own hands is the degree to which we will grudgingly give to the work of the 
Lord. Conversely, the degree to which we view what we possess as belonging 
to God is the degree to which we will give willingly and generously. Why do 
we view our possessions as our own? What is it about giving that genuinely 
tests our faith? What is it about material possessions that becomes so 
deadly to generosity? 

THE PURPOSE (EX. 25:8-9)

Having clarified the nature and extent of the resources needed, God 
revealed the purpose and design of what was to be built for God’s glory: a 
mobile tabernacle that would serve as the meeting place between God and 
His people as they journeyed through the wilderness on their way to the 
promised land.

This should always be the ultimate purpose of worship—
to make much of God.

VERSE 8 

The purpose: Verse 8 gives the clear and obvious purpose for the generous 
giving of God’s people: They are to make a sanctuary for me so that I may 
dwell among them. Notice the twofold purpose of the tabernacle. First, 
God’s people were to build a place for God to dwell. Though God’s people 
would meet with Him in the tabernacle, the focus of the place of worship 
was to be God Himself. This should always be the ultimate purpose of 
worship—to make much of God.

EXODUS 25:3-7

3 This is the offering 
you are to receive from 
them: gold, silver, and 
bronze; 4 blue, purple, 
and scarlet yarn; fine 
linen and goat hair; 
5 ram skins dyed red 
and fine leather; acacia 
wood; 6 oil for the 
light; spices for the 
anointing oil and for 
the fragrant incense; 
7 and onyx along with 
other gemstones for 
mounting on the ephod 
and breastpiece.

EXODUS 25:8

8 They are to make 
a sanctuary for me 
so that I may dwell 
among them.
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Secondly, our gracious God wanted to dwell among His people. God 
is holy. He gave very specific instructions about how to approach Him 
in worship, instructions that if violated would lead to the death of those 
involved. Yet, it remains astonishingly gracious that the God of the universe 
did not choose to rule His people from Mount Sinai. Instead, He chose to 
be among His people. The law was revealed on a mountain, yet God would 
govern His people by dwelling among them. The tabernacle would serve as 
the focal point of God’s dwelling among His people as they sojourned to 
the promised land.

VERSE 9

The design: The design of the tabernacle was not left to the whims of the 
people or their leaders. God called His people to build the tabernacle 
according to all that I show you. Moses did not devise the plan for creating 
a sanctuary for God; rather, the Lord provided a detailed pattern of the 
tabernacle as well as the pattern of all its furnishings.  

(In PSG, p. 70) Is there a relationship between our obedience and God’s 
presence? Explain.  

Ultimately, the purpose and design of the tabernacle was a reflection 
of the person and work of Jesus Christ. Further, the tabernacle was to 
foreshadow God’s indwelling presence in His people as they would 
eventually become the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. God’s presence 
would dwell first in the tabernacle, then the temple, and eventually in the 
hearts of God’s people, the church. The holy of holies, the most holy place 
of God’s dwelling among mankind, would give way to God’s dwelling in 
the hearts of His people. 

Scripture is clear. Every believer in Christ is indwelt by the Spirit of 
God. Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would come after His death, 
burial, resurrection, and ascension. Further, Ephesians 4:30 reminds us 
that we have been filled and sealed by the Holy Spirit. The hearts of God’s 
people have become the holy of holies for the indwelling presence of the 
Spirit. The apostle Paul wrote, “Don’t you yourselves know that you are 
God’s temple and that the Spirit of God lives in you?” (1 Cor. 3:16). Then, 
in 1 Corinthians 6:19, he said, “Don’t you know that your body is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God? You are not 
your own.”

To think that the God of the universe would come to dwell with us 
is an overwhelming thought. Sovereign, holy, pure, all powerful, and self-
sufficient, God chose in His providential plan to draw near His people, 
living in us and working through us. The thought is so marvelous that it is 
hard to comprehend.

EXODUS 25:9

9 You must make it 
according to all that I 
show you—the pattern 
of the tabernacle as well 
as the pattern of all its 
furnishings.”
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THE LEADERS (EX. 31:1-6)

VERSES 1-6

The provisions God supplied through His people and the holy purpose 
to which He called them were to be organized and led by skilled leaders. 
Leadership matters. Just as we are to learn to live under the authority of 
God’s laws, we are to consider how to submit to the leadership God places 
in our lives. No leader is perfect, but without God-called leaders, the 
provisions and purposes of God may go unused or be misused. 

Exodus 31:1-6 gives us a brief description of the skilled workers who 
were tasked to build the tabernacle. It is quite an accomplished group of 
leaders with a variety of gifts and skills. First, God named the leaders—
•Bezalel son of •Uri and •Oholiab son of •Ahisamach. These two men were 
to gather and supervise the best craftsmen from among God’s people to 
build the tabernacle. These leaders were individuals with names, with 
families, and with the needed skills that could be used for the glory of God. 
It is important to remember that leaders are people and their authority is a 
derived authority. Leaders derive their authority from God’s authority. God 
has authority in and of Himself; spiritual leaders derive their authority 
from God. This truth keeps leaders humble and keeps them from thinking 
that they have authority of their own. 

While many skills are needed in order to be effective, 
God first and foremost looks at the heart.

Second, verse 3 notes that God filled them with His Spirit. It was God 
who would give them every skill needed to accomplish the task of building 
the tabernacle. Spirit-filled leaders are a necessity. Too often leaders 
operate within their own strengths, thinking that the accomplishment 
of God’s purposes rests on their shoulders. This is contrary to biblical 
leadership. We too often make the mistake of looking at leadership in 
worldly terms. While many skills are needed in order to be effective, God 
first and foremost looks at the heart. God used the prophet Samuel to 
choose a king for Israel. While others looked at outward appearances, God 
told Samuel to look at the heart (1 Sam. 16:7). Biblical leaders seek the 
Lord, are filled with the Spirit of God, and exercise God-given authority as 
needed for their God-given task. 

(In PSG, p. 71) How does God’s provision of skills and talents give both 
confidence and humility in doing His work?

EXODUS 31:1-6

1 The Lord also spoke 
to Moses: 2 “Look, I 
have appointed by 
name Bezalel son of 
Uri, son of Hur, of the 
tribe of Judah. 3 I have 
filled him with God’s 
Spirit, with wisdom, 
understanding, and 
ability in every craft 4 to 
design artistic works in 
gold, silver, and bronze, 
5 to cut gemstones 
for mounting, and to 
carve wood for work in 
every craft. 6 I have also 
selected Oholiab son 
of Ahisamach, of the 
tribe of Dan, to be with 
him. I have put wisdom 
in the heart of every 
skilled artisan in order 
to make all that I have 
commanded you.”  
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How beautiful it must have been when the resources, the purpose, 
and the leaders converged to build the tabernacle. How beautiful it is 
today when needed resources are made available, the purposes of God 
are clarified, and godly leaders lead in order to see God’s kingdom work 
thrive with energy and excitement. God loves to dwell among His people 
when this happens.

God equips His church with the essential leaders needed to see it 
grow. The apostle Paul was a wise builder but did not evangelize and plant 
churches by himself. He was a part of a leadership team, with each team 
member bearing responsibility for specific tasks. In 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 
Paul argued that he and all who serve Jesus Christ are servants. Further, 
he noted that some leaders sow, and others water, but it is God who gives 
the increase. It is important to remember this truth. Leadership is not 
about being in the limelight. Leadership is about accomplishing God’s 
purposes in ways that extend the kingdom of God and that bring God 
glory. The best kind of leadership is skillful, wise, biblically driven, and 
brings glory to God.

Think about the times you have seen good leadership in the church. What 
made that leadership good?  

The essential problem is that we have evaluated good 
leadership in worldly terms.

Have you ever noticed how rare good leadership is? Many people are 
good followers. Still others make great managers. But real leadership is so 
rare that someone has said that there is a leadership crisis in the world. 
The crisis of good leadership has invaded the church as well. The essential 
problem is that we have evaluated good leadership in worldly terms. We 
are always looking for what is bigger, better, faster, smarter, and more 
attractive. This is a mistake. Godly leadership comes about when Spirit-
filled, Word-driven people rise up in humility to lead God’s people. Their 
wisdom is not of this world, yet they are effective. They are skilled in the 
ways of God.
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LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY

FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

NAME: To introduce the session, invite the group to show by raised hand if they have ever 
been involved in a renovation or remodeling project of any kind. Call for the group to 
name some of the things needed when you undertake a renovation or remodeling project 
(examples: tools, materials, skilled workers, money to fund it, permits, etc.). Ask: Consider 
the work of your Bible study group. What skills and abilities are needed for the group to function 
well? What kind of financial resources are needed for the group to function? (PSG, p. 64)

EXPLAIN: Point out that in today’s session we will examine a building project in Exodus 25 
—the building of the tabernacle. Encourage the group to look and listen for the ways God 
equipped His people for the big job in front of them.

TRANSITION: Remind the group that we continue to move through significant passages in 
Exodus and Leviticus. Call attention to Pack Item 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus) and Pack 
Item 4 (Time Line: Exodus; Leviticus) as visual guides to aid your discussion.

EXPLORE THE TEXT

READ: Briefly summarize the information in Understand the Context (PSG, p. 65). Then 
invite a volunteer to read aloud Exodus 25:1-7, as the group listens for God’s plan for 
gathering the supplies needed to build the tabernacle. Use Pack Item 10 (Poster: Tabernacle 
Items) to help as you discuss the tabernacle.

GUIDE: Write the words “Willing Hearts” on the whiteboard or on a large sheet of paper. 
Invite the group to consider the importance of heart attitudes in giving, as a volunteer reads 
the paragraph at the top of page 67 in the PSG. Ask: What was the people’s role in building the 
tabernacle? Why was it important that they gave from willing hearts?

HIGHLIGHT: Under the words “Willing Hearts” on the board, add the words “Costly Giving.” 
Point out that the items required for the tabernacle were valuable (vv. 3-7). Explain that the 
Israelites fled Egypt with great wealth. They had the resources to gather the materials that 
God required. 

DISCUSS: How do believers honor God by participating in willful and costly giving toward His 
purposes? Give an example of how God provided for a specific need through His people. (PSG, p. 68) 

TRANSITION: God had given the people the list of what He required for building the tabernacle. 
Next, God helped the Israelites better understand His purpose for the tabernacle.

READ: As a volunteer reads aloud Exodus 25:8-9, invite the group to listen for how God 
explained His purpose in leading the people to build the tabernacle. Direct the group to 
silently read the paragraph under Verse 8 (PSG, p. 69) and then to name the things they 
discovered about the word “sanctuary” that is used to describe the tabernacle.

DISCUSS: If the people did their part in building the sanctuary, what did God promise? Why was 
following God’s pattern important? 
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EMPHASIZE: Following God’s instructions was for the Israelites’ good and for their protection.  
Use Pack Item 10 (Poster: Tabernacle Items) to supplement your discussion on the tabernacle. 
Call attention to this sentence in the PSG on page 69: “The carefulness of following God’s 
pattern was important as a heart check for Israel.”

DISCUSS: Is there a relationship between our obedience and God’s presence? Explain. (PSG, p. 70) 

EMPHASIZE: As believers, we are thankful that God’s presence through the Holy Spirit dwells in us.

TRANSITION: Not only did God provide the resources, He also provided the leaders.

READ: Invite a volunteer to read aloud Exodus 31:1-6, as the group listens for the names 
and qualifications of the leaders God identified. Use the information under Verses 1-6 
(PSG, pp. 70–71) to help the group better understand the expression that Bezalel had 
been filled with the Holy Spirit.

DISCUSS: Invite the group to name the specific ways, found in these verses, that 
God equipped these people for the job of constructing the tabernacle. Refer back to  
Pack Item 10 (Poster: Tabernacle Items) to supplement your discussion as you talk about 
the tabernacle. 

ASK: How does God’s provision of skills and talents give both confidence and humility in doing His 
work? (PSG, p. 71) 

IDENTIFY: Read the last summary statement under In My Context in the PSG on page 72: 
God provides skills and talents that can be used for His honor and glory. Suggest that the group 
consider the skills God has given to the people within this small group. Ask: What kind of 
variety do you see in the gifts and skills God gives us? List these on the whiteboard and remind 
the group to be thankful for the way God has prepared each of us to do His work.

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

DISCUSS: How can we apply what we’ve learned about the building of the tabernacle as we work in 
our jobs, homes, and church in this coming week? As a group, how can we encourage each other in the 
work God calls us to do? Stress that we can bring confidence to our tasks, knowing that God 
has equipped us for the job.

RESPOND: Lead the group to discuss their responses to the first question set under In My 
Context (PSG, p. 72): Discuss as a group the needs seen in your church or community that could 
be met with the resources and talents available in the group. What will be the next steps in meeting 
these needs? 

PRAY: Close in prayer that group members would be obedient when God calls them to use 
their skills and abilities for His glory.
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PRACTICE
• Consider your own life. Are there skills and talents you are not yet using for God’s 

purposes?

• Send the group a text message or email encouraging them to be alert for opportunities 
to put their God-given talents and skills to work.

• Pray for your group as they do the work God has called them to do.

MORE IDEAS
FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

Direct attention to page 64 of the PSG. Call for a volunteer to read the paragraph and the 
question set aloud: Consider the work of your Bible study group. What skills and abilities are 
needed for the group to function well? What kind of financial resources are needed for the group to 
function? Lead the group to share responses to the questions. Then read the paragraph at 
the top of PSG page 65 as an introduction to this session.

EXPLORE THE TEXT

• To supplement Exodus 25:1-7, summarize the information in the second paragraph 
under Verses 3-7 (pp. 75–76) to help the group understand the connection between 
the tabernacle in the Old Testament and the coming of Jesus to dwell among us 
(John 1:14).

• To supplement Exodus 25:1-9, guide the group to complete the Bible Skill activity  
(PSG, p. 68).

• To enhance the study of Exodus 25:8-9, read Hebrews 8:5 to illustrate the importance 
of Moses’ following the pattern God gave him.

• To supplement Exodus 31:1-6, read Ephesians 2:19-22 to show that God provides the 
Holy Spirit to help us in the work He calls us to do.

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

To wrap up the session, direct the group to the second question set under In My Context 
(PSG, p. 72): In what ways are you using the skills and talents that God has given you to join Him 
on His mission? What actions do you need to take to develop and refine your skills and find a place 
of service in your church or Bible study group? Encourage group members to write a response 
in the margin of their PSG. Challenge the group to look for those opportunities for service 
in the days ahead and then to be bold in stepping up to serve.

SUGGESTED MUSIC IDEA

Lead the group to recite the words to “Yes, Lord, Yes,” by Lynn Keesecker. Challenge the 
group to say yes to the work God calls us to do.
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Rebellion
Worshiping anyone or anything other than the one true God is rebellion 
against Him.

Session 8

EXODUS 32:1-6,11-14
MEMORY VERSE: EXODUS 33:14

PREPARE TO LEAD THE GROUP TIME

READ Exodus 32:1–34:35, First Thoughts (p. 84), and Understand the Context (pp. 84–85).

STUDY Exodus 32:1-6,11-14, using Explore the Text (pp. 85–89). Take note of the people’s rebellion 

against God and Moses’ plea for mercy on their behalf.

PLAN the group time using ideas under Lead Group Bible Study (pp. 90–91) and ideas in 

QuickSource. Reference Blog.LifeWay.com/ExploretheBible/Adults/LeaderExtras for ideas to 

customize your session. Add variety to the plans for your group this session by using at least one 

suggestion from More Ideas on page 92. 

GROW with other group leaders at the Groups Ministry blog (LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry).

GATHER the following items:   Personal Study Guides;   A whiteboard or large sheet of paper 

and markers; and   Pens for every group member. Prepare to display the following Pack Items:   

 PACK ITEM 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus);   PACK ITEM 3 (Poster: Fall 2017); and   

 PACK ITEM 13 (Poster: Exodus 33:14).
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FIRST THOUGHTS
Essentially, anything other than God that we seek to give us security and 
significance is an idol. For some, it is romantic relationships. For others, it is 
approval. For many people, it is financial security or a comfortable lifestyle. 
The list goes on and on. While these can be good things, they are not ultimate 
things. They fail to deliver the deep and lasting joy that we long for. We were 
created for God. Augustine said, “Our hearts are restless until they rest in 
Him.” The good news of the gospel is that, in Christ, we have more than we 
need to meet our hearts’ deepest desires. The only way to destroy our idols is 
to set our affections on Him and enjoy Him above all else. 

(In PSG, p. 73) What is one thing that would devastate you if you lost it? 
What is one thing that you think would bring you contentment if you 
gained it? 

 UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
EXODUS 32:1–34:35

Moses’ prolonged absence from the Israelites—he was on the mountain 
receiving instructions from God—led them to demand that Aaron make a 
representation of God. Taking gold earrings from the women and children, 
Aaron fashioned a golden calf, and the people held a great feast, sacrificing 
to this idol. God commanded Moses to return immediately to the people, 
stating that He intended to destroy them for their disobedience. Moses 
pleaded with God to spare Israel, and God honored Moses’ intercession. 
When Moses approached the camp and saw the people’s sinful actions, 
he became enraged and smashed the tablets on which God had inscribed 
the Ten Commandments. Moses called those faithful to God to come 
to him. The Levites gathered around Moses, and he instructed them to 
kill the unrepentant idolaters. After Moses sought God’s forgiveness for 
the people, God pledged to guide them but punished them with a plague 
(Ex. 32:1-35).

The Lord declared to Moses that He would send an angel before His 
people to lead them, but He would not go with them because of their 
constant disobedience. Moses set up a tent of meeting outside the camp 
where he went to speak with God and to receive His guidance. Moses asked 
God to send His presence with the Israelites and to teach him His ways. 
When Moses asked to see God’s glory, the Lord instructed him to wait in 
the crevice of a rock as He passed by. God allowed Moses to see His back 
but not the overwhelming glory of His face (33:1-23).

God instructed Moses to prepare two new tablets on which He would 
write the Ten Commandments. When Moses ascended Mount Sinai again, 
God declared His name and nature, and Moses worshiped Him. God stated 

KEY DOCTRINE

God 
There is one and only one living 
and true God.

BIBLE SKILL

Compare, contrast, and correlate 
Bible passages.

Review the following New 
Testament passages about 
idolatry or idols: Acts 17:29; 
Romans 1:23; 1 Corinthians 
10:7; Galatians 4:8; and 
Colossians 3:5. How do 
these verses inform us about 
Exodus 32? What lessons about 
idols and idolatry are common 
in all these verses?
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that He would drive out the inhabitants of Canaan so the Israelites could 
settle in the land. God instructed the Israelites not to make treaties with 
the people of Canaan or to engage in idolatry. Instead, they were to observe 
the sacred times of the year and to offer worthy sacrifices. After remaining 
with God on Mount Sinai for forty days and nights, Moses returned to the 
people, his face shining with the reflected light of God’s glory (34:1-35).

EXPLORE THE TEXT
REBELLION (EX. 32:1-4)

VERSE 1

The rebellion of God’s people against Him came in several layers. First, 
it began with impatience. The people saw that Moses delayed in coming 
down from the mountain. While Moses remained on the mountain 
for forty days, God’s people at the foot of Mount Sinai became restless 
and impatient. Impatience is a close cousin to the sins of faithlessness 
and doubt. Discipleship involves adjusting our sense of timing to God’s 
timing. Growing impatient with God because we think He is too late leads 
to trouble.

Second, the rebellion continued with a demand laid upon Israel’s 
leaders. The people gathered around Aaron and said to him, “Come, make 
gods for us who will go before us.” They wanted a god and they wanted it 
now! They demanded that Aaron create a god for them. Think about it. The 
God who had delivered them from bondage would be replaced by a created 
god. Rebellious people can often place undue pressure on God’s leaders to 
cave in to their fleshly desires. Unless the leaders are strong, they will give 
in to these demands. Two of the greatest temptations for the church and 
its leaders is to either get ahead of God or to delay action for God. When we 
do this, we play God. We make a god out of our own sense of timing. This 
is idolatry.

Third, the rebellion of God’s people continued with what may be 
called a lack of knowledge: Moses, the man who brought us up from the 
land of Egypt—we don’t know what has happened to him! Perhaps they 
speculated that a tragedy had occurred and that Moses would never return.  
Their speculation could also indicate a lack of concern for his welfare.

VERSES 2-4

Fourth, rebellion is often accompanied by the presence of a complicit 
leader. Verses 2-4 lay out what happened. Confronted by the demands of 
a discontented population, Aaron made no protest. Rather than assume 
leadership, he submitted to the will of the majority. He instructed the 
people to remove their golden rings from their ears and bring them to him.

Having learned that Aaron would accommodate their desires, the people 
quickly obeyed his instructions. Aaron had been relegated to a craftsman. 
The man chosen to represent the Lord as high priest before the people had 

BIBLICAL 
ILLUSTRATOR

For additional context, read 
“Worshiping the Golden 
Calf” in the Fall 2017 issue of 
Biblical Illustrator. Available at 
LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator.

EXODUS 32:1

1 When the people saw 
that Moses delayed 
in coming down from 
the mountain, they 
gathered around 
Aaron and said to him, 
“Come, make gods for 
us who will go before 
us because this Moses, 
the man who brought 
us up from the land of 
Egypt—we don’t know 
what has happened 
to him!”
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condescended to substituting human superstition for divine revelation 
and the work of his hands for the providence of the Lord. Furthermore, 
since gold would be needed in building the tabernacle, his actions were a 
misappropriation of the Lord’s provision.

Aaron took the gold jewelry and began to work. He fashioned the precious 
metal into the shape of a bull calf. This idol would have been familiar to the 
Israelites. It was a common image in the region at that time in history. The 
Egyptian god Apis was represented by a bull. The cult animal of the Canaanite 
god Baal was also the bull, which symbolized his power and fertility. When 
Aaron completed his work, he presented the golden calf to the people. 

Finally, the unthinkable happened. God’s people began to worship the 
golden calf. Then they said, “Israel, these are your gods, who brought you 
up from the land of Egypt!” Absolutely amazing. What rightly belonged to 
God—recognition and glory—was now assigned to an inanimate object 
made of gold. This is the height of rebellion. It is idolatry.

It is so easy to observe the silly sin of Israel’s worshiping a golden calf 
and not recognize our own sins of god replacement. One minute we can be 
thanking God for His deliverance, and the next we’re complaining about 
His lack of timing or faithfulness. Consider the consistency of your own life. 
Are there seasons in which you move from faithfulness to unfaithfulness 
too easily?

(In PSG, p. 76) What role does a person’s impatience play in idolatry? What 
would you consider the greater influence—impatience, or the desire for 
a leader? 

SIN COMMITTED (EX. 32:5-6)

VERSES 5-6

With impatient demands, idolatrous hearts, and complicit leaders, God’s 
people worshiped the golden calf. They wanted a god of their own making 
so they could control their worship. In fact, Exodus 32:5 notes that Aaron 
made a proclamation: “There will be a festival to the Lord tomorrow.” This 
is stunning. Aaron had the audacity to call for a festival to the Lord. But 
which Lord? It was not the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Instead, Aaron 
declared a day of worship for a deaf, mute, powerless, nonexistent god. 

The numerous layers of this sin are breathtaking. First, once the 
golden calf had been made, Aaron made an announcement. To make an 
announcement or declaration was to declare something true, right, or good. 
It was to announce a day of celebration and worship. In essence, Aaron was 
declaring that the true God had been replaced by a golden calf.

Second, as if this idolatrous declaration were not enough, Aaron built 
an altar. Altars were places of worship. Aaron not only crafted a golden calf, 
but also he built an altar as a place of worship and adoration. 

EXODUS 32:2-4

2 Aaron replied to them, 
“Take off the gold rings 
that are on the ears of 
your wives, your sons, 
and your daughters and 
bring them to me.” 3 So 
all the people took off the 
gold rings that were on 
their ears and brought 
them to Aaron. 4 He 
took the gold from them, 
fashioned it with an 
engraving tool, and made 
it into an image of a calf. 
Then they said, “Israel, 
these are your gods, who 
brought you up from the 
land of Egypt!” 
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Third, verse 6 is remarkable: early the next morning they arose. You 
know how difficult it is to challenge God’s people to regularly wake up 
early, get dressed and in their right minds, and wrestle the kids into some 
type of clothing to attend Sunday School and worship. As they might say 
in a sporting competition, the degree of difficulty is very high. Yet, God’s 
people were so committed to this false god that they rose early to 
worship it. 

Fourth, as if all of this weren’t enough, God’s people actually gave the 
golden calf, their inanimate god, offerings. Verse 6 identifies that they gave 
burnt offerings and fellowship offerings. The rebellion only increased. Not 
only did God’s people give of their gold to make the golden calf, not only 
did Aaron call for a day of worship and praise, not only did they build an 
altar for the worship of the golden calf, but they actually offered treasured 
gifts to this false deity. This is the height of idolatrous rebellion.

Finally, verse 6 states that the people sat down to eat and drink, 
and got up to party. The people did not want accountability to God; they 
wanted to worship a god that would provide for their every need, without 
making any demands on them for obedience and holiness. They wanted 
to play rather than pray; they wanted to worship what they had created 
so that they could, in the end, worship themselves. This is the nature of 
rebellious, idolatrous sin.

They wanted to play rather than pray; they wanted to 
worship what they had created so that they could, in the 
end, worship themselves. 

Part of worshiping God involves recognizing that we are made in His 
image. When we worship God, we are to acknowledge that we are made in 
His image, with value and dignity, though flawed, scarred, and dead in sin. 
When we reverse this axiom —that we are made in His image—to make 
God in our image, we have committed idolatry and embraced the highest 
form of rebellion against God. 

(In PSG, p. 78) What is the relationship between idolatry and foolishness? 
Why is it so hard for people who trust in idols to see the foolishness of 
their actions?

APPEAL FOR GRACE (EX. 32:11-14)

God was angry with His people. He is able to be perfectly angry because His 
anger and judgments are absolutely true and right, while our anger is often 
filled with jealousy and bitterness. Exodus 32:7 tells us God commanded 
Moses to go down from Mount Sinai, for “your people you brought up from 
the land of Egypt have acted corruptly.” The sweet communion between 

EXODUS 32:5-6

5 When Aaron saw this, 
he built an altar in 
front of it and made an 
announcement: “There 
will be a festival to the 
Lord tomorrow.” 6 Early 
the next morning they 
arose, offered burnt 
offerings, and presented 
fellowship offerings. The 
people sat down to eat 
and drink, and got up 
to party. 

© 2017 LifeWay



E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e |  L e a der Gu i de88

God and Moses was interrupted by the idolatrous, rebellious actions of 
God’s people. Sin is always disruptive.

How did God diagnose the condition of His people? Exodus 32:8-10 
gives us this chilling but true perspective on the rebellion of God’s people: 
“They have quickly turned from the way I commanded them; they have 
made for themselves an image of a calf. They have bowed down to it, 
sacrificed to it, … I  have seen this people, and they are indeed a stiff-necked 
people. Now leave me alone, so that my anger can burn against them and I 
can destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.” God knew that 
(1) His people turned away from Him; (2) they made a false god which was 
no god at all; (3) they worshiped and offered sacrifices to this false god; (4) 
they assigned glory and honor to this false god; and (5) all of this was due 
to the fact that they were a “stiff-necked people.” 

God had every right to judge, and even destroy, His people. In fact, 
verse 10 gives us the initial verdict of God regarding the idolatrous rebellion 
of His people: “Now leave me alone, so that my anger can burn against 
them and I can destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.” 
God told Moses the following: (1) to leave Him alone—that is, to make no 
appeal for mercy for His people; (2) that His anger would burn against His 
people; (3) that He desired to destroy His people; and (4) that He would 
begin a new nation and a new people with Moses. 

Moses’ plea for mercy was based on God’s covenant-
keeping faithfulness, not on the worthiness of the 
people.

VERSES 11-12

God is merciful and full of grace. Verse 11 tells us that Moses interceded 
on behalf of the people, appealing to God’s faithfulness to His covenant 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. His argument before the Lord on behalf 
of God’s sinful people is remarkable. He reminded God—as if God needs 
reminding—that He had brought His people out of the land of Egypt with 
great power and a strong hand. 

Moses’ plea for mercy continued with a second argument. Basically, he 
argued, “God, if you destroy your people whom you delivered, the Egyptians 
will be able to say that you are a capricious, mean-spirited God, delivering 
your people through the desert only to destroy them in the mountainous 
wilderness of Sinai.” Moses’ plea to God to be merciful to His people was 
not based on the credibility of the people, but on the merciful compassion 
of God. Moses was more concerned with God’s reputation than the 
condition of the people. In other words, Moses was appealing to God for 
God’s own sake. 

Moses is a good model for us. God calls us to intercede for others, 
asking God to change what would otherwise happen as He judges rebellion 
and idolatry. For whom or what are you interceding? 

EXODUS 32:11-12

11 But Moses sought 
the favor of the Lord 
his God: “Lord, why 
does your anger burn 
against your people you 
brought out of the land 
of Egypt with great 
power and a strong 
hand? 12 Why should 
the Egyptians say, ‘He 
brought them out with 
an evil intent to kill 
them in the mountains 
and eliminate them 
from the face of the 
earth’? Turn from your 
fierce anger and relent 
concerning this disaster 
planned for your people. 
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VERSE 13

Moses appealed to God, Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac, and 
Israel—you swore … “I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars 
of the sky and will give your offspring all this land that I have promised, 
and they will inherit it forever.” Moses’ plea for mercy was based on God’s 
covenant-keeping faithfulness, not on the worthiness of the people. This is 
always the case with God and His people. 

VERSE 14

The statement the Lord relented concerning the disaster he had said he 
would bring on his people must not be interpreted to mean the Lord is 
indecisive or arbitrary. Understood correctly, it reflects the unchangeable 
consistency of the Lord in every age. The Lord was preparing Moses to 
confront sinful people. Therefore Moses needed to fully comprehend some 
universal truths about the Lord. 

First, the Lord is a righteous and holy God who does not tolerate sin. 
The penalty for sin is death. The making of the golden calf violated the 
way the Lord commanded the Israelites to live and to worship (see v. 8). 
All the people, including Aaron, had participated in this evil act. Therefore, 
everyone was guilty and under a sentence of death. 

Second, the Lord’s pronouncement of judgment was an appeal for 
repentance. Consequently, the verdict was contingent on the sinner’s 
acceptance or rejection of the Lord’s offer of salvation by grace. When the 
prophet Jonah proclaimed the Lord’s judgment against Nineveh, the people 
repented and the Lord spared the city. In the aftermath of their deliverance, 
a disappointed prophet conceded he knew this sparing of judgment would 
happen because of the Lord’s nature (Jonah 4:2). 

Third, when Moses actually confronted the people, some immediately 
turned back to the Lord and lived. Others did not and died. Deliverance from 
the Lord’s judgment is the result of a personal choice, how one responds to 
the Lord’s offer of mercy. Whenever people respond with repentance, the 
Lord always grants forgiveness. But when people do not repent, the penalty 
for His verdict eventually will be carried out

The issue in this lesson is clear. Sin often morphs into the silly notion 
that we can create a god in our image rather than living as people made in 
the image of God. This kind of sin is idolatrous rebellion deserving of God’s 
judgment and condemnation. Yet, God will hear the cry of repentance and 
faith because He is a merciful and gracious God.

(In PSG, p. 80) How does God’s being faithful to His promises give us 
comfort today? What do we learn about God’s mercy in this passage?  

 

EXODUS 32:13

13 Remember your 
servants Abraham, 
Isaac, and Israel—you 
swore to them by 
yourself and declared, ‘I 
will make your offspring 
as numerous as the 
stars of the sky and will 
give your offspring all 
this land that I have 
promised, and they will 
inherit it forever.’ ”

EXODUS 32:14

14 So the Lord relented 
concerning the disaster 
he had said he would 
bring on his people.
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LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY

FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

DISCUSS: To introduce the session, call attention to the questions on page 73 of the PSG:  
What is one thing that would devastate you if you lost it? What is one thing that you think would 
bring you contentment if you gained it?

EXPLAIN: Read the paragraph on page 73. Explain that in today’s study, we will see how 
the Israelites grew restless, turned their hearts away from God, and turned toward the 
temporary pleasure of worshiping an idol.

TRANSITION: Remind the group that we continue to move through significant passages in 
Exodus and Leviticus. Direct attention to Pack Item 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus; also on 
PSG, p. 9) and Pack Item 3 (Poster: Fall 2017). Call attention to the major outline points. 
Briefly summarize the information in Understand the Context (PSG, p. 74) to help the 
group better under understand this event that occurred at Mount Sinai.

EXPLORE THE TEXT

READ: As a volunteer reads Exodus 32:1-4, direct the group to listen for how the people’s 
restlessness and impatience in waiting for God’s plan for them led to rebellion.

CHART: On a large sheet of paper or on the whiteboard, create a chart with these four 
headings: “Request,” “By Whom,” “For What,” and “Result.” Ask: What evidence do we see of 
the people’s disobedience? What evidence do we see of Aaron’s disobedience? From the responses, 
begin to fill in the information under the four headings on the chart.

EXPLAIN: Moses had been on the mountain forty days receiving instructions from God. During this 
time, the people grew tired of waiting. 

ASK: What role does a person’s impatience play in idolatry? What would you consider the greater 
influence—impatience, or the desire for a leader? (PSG, p. 76) What can we do to encourage each 
other toward greater patience in our relationship with God?

TRANSITION: Impatient with the timing of God’s plan, the people rebelled and built a god who 
pleased them. Now let’s see how their rebellion progressed.

READ: Request that the group listen as someone reads aloud Exodus 32:5-6 to discover 
what Aaron and the people did after they made the golden calf.

DISCUSS: Call for a volunteer to read aloud the last paragraph under Verses 5-6 (PSG, pp. 
77–78). Ask: What is the relationship between idolatry and foolishness? Why is it so hard for people 
who trust in idols to see the foolishness of their actions? (PSG, p. 78). Allow the group to respond. 
Then note that in verse 5, Aaron announced a day of celebration and called it a festival 
or feast to the Lord, yet it involved idol worship. Ask: How can we avoid the trap of mixing 
dangerous false teachings or false practices with our worship of the true God? 

COMPARE: Lead the group to complete the Bible Skill activity (PSG, p. 76), comparing the 
New Testament passages about idols with the study in Exodus 32 today.
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TRANSITION: The Israelites’ foolishness was on display as they offered sacrifices to their golden calf. 
God’s anger against their foolish rebellion was swift—He wanted to destroy the people. Let’s see 
how Moses reacted.

READ: As a volunteer reads Exodus 32:11-14, encourage the group to look for how Moses 
interceded on behalf of the people.

CHART: Call attention back to the chart and direct the group to call out the information to 
add to the chart concerning Moses’ request and God’s response. Use the information under 
Verse 14 (PSG, pp. 79–80) to enrich the discussion regarding God’s grace shown toward His 
people in this story.

DISCUSS: How does God’s being faithful to His promises give us comfort today? What do we learn 
about God’s mercy in this passage? (PSG, p. 80)

TRANSITION: In the end, God’s grace shown through—the same grace He offers to us today, 
wanting all people to have the opportunity to repent.

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

REVIEW: Draw attention back to the chart created during the session. Then direct attention 
to the summary statements under In My Context (PSG, p. 81) and call for a volunteer to 
read them aloud: Believers must stand against any acts that are in rebellion against God. Any 
attempt to worship any person or object other than the one true God will lead to foolishness. Believers 
can intercede on behalf of the disobedient, asking for God to give them an opportunity to repent. 
Comment that we may be able to recall times in our own lives when we have chased after 
rebellious choices, yet God showed Himself faithful, extending His grace and forgiveness 
toward us. Allow volunteers to share briefly any times like these. 

CHALLENGE: Call attention to the first question set under In My Context (PSG, p. 81): What 
are some practical ways that we as a group of believers can help one another in guarding against 
idolatry and placing our trust or finding joy in things other than God? Encourage the group to 
commit to praying for each other regularly, that we all might remain faithful to God.

HIGHLIGHT: Remind the group that the study will continue next week with the Israelites 
completing the construction of the tabernacle. Encourage them to read Session 9 to get 
ready for next week’s study. 

READ: Call attention to Pack Item 13 (Poster: Exodus 33:14) and then lead the group to read 
aloud together this week’s memory verse (Ex. 33:14). Discuss what it means to you to have 
the Spirit with you and giving you rest. Encourage volunteers to share times when they’ve 
been comforted by God’s Spirit. Challenge the group to review and memorize this verse in 
the coming week.  

PRAY: Close in prayer that the group would focus on solely worshiping the one true God and 
that each person would feel His presence throughout the coming week.
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PRACTICE
• Take a look at your own heart. Are you worshiping any person or object other than 

God? Ask yourself if there is any need to reorder your priorities today.

• Contact anyone who was absent today and encourage him or her to begin thinking 
about Exodus 39–40 for the next session.

• Follow up with answers to any questions the group had during this week’s study.

MORE IDEAS
FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

Write the word “Impatience” on the whiteboard or on a large sheet of paper. To help 
introduce today’s study, ask the group: When is impatience a positive thing? When is impatience 
a negative thing? Allow time for response. Then explain that today we will explore what 
happens when God’s people grow impatient with God’s plan and His timing and begin to 
choose their own rebellious path.

EXPLORE THE TEXT

• To supplement Exodus 32:1-4, direct attention to pages 75–76 in the PSG to help the 
group understand the significance of the people’s choosing a calf as the idol they made. 
Note that while we may not be constructing a golden calf, there are idols that might 
tempt us. Call for the group to name examples of common idols people might struggle 
with today.

• To support the study of Exodus 32:5-6, call for a volunteer to read aloud Romans 
1:22-25. Ask: What similarities do you see between Paul’s description here in Romans and the 
rebellious activity of the Israelites in Exodus 32?

• To enhance the discussion of Exodus 32:11-14, ask: What is our responsibility in regard to 
people we know who have not yet made the decision to put their faith in Christ? Stress that as 
believers, it is our responsibility to share the good news of the gospel with everyone we 
encounter—that they might have the chance to experience the forgiveness and grace 
God offers to all.

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

Direct attention to the second question set under In My Context on page 81 in the PSG: 
Why is it critical that we intercede for people who are blinded by their own idolatry? What is our 
role in pointing out their foolishness? How can we approach them with both truth and love? Lead 
group members to share their responses. Emphasize that the combination of both truth 
and love are necessary in our efforts to reach those who are far from God.

SUGGESTED MUSIC IDEA

Lead the group to recite the words to “Grace Greater Than Our Sin,” by Julia H. Johnston. 
Follow by leading the group to sing the song as a prayer of thanks to God for His 
marvelous grace.
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His Presence
God enjoys dwelling with His obedient people.

Session 9

EXODUS 39:42-43; 40:1-4,34-38
MEMORY VERSE: EXODUS 39:42

PREPARE TO LEAD THE GROUP TIME

READ Exodus 35:1–40:38, First Thoughts (p. 94), and Understand the Context (pp. 94–95).

STUDY Exodus 39:42-43; 40:1-4,34-38, using Explore the Text (pp. 95–99). Look for evidence of 

the Israelites’ obedience and God’s presence with His people. Consult the Explore the Bible Adult 

Commentary (available in print and digital format from LifeWay.com) for additional insight.

PLAN the group time using ideas under Lead Group Bible Study (pp. 100–101) and More Ideas  

(p. 102). Refer to QuickSource and Blog.LifeWay.com/ExploretheBible/Adults/LeaderExtras for more 

discussion starters.

GROW from expert insights on weekly studies through the Ministry Grid (MinistryGrid.com/Web/

ExploretheBible).

GATHER the following items:   Personal Study Guides;  and   Pens for every group member. 

Make copies for each group member of:   PACK ITEM 4 (Time Line: Exodus; Leviticus). 

Prepare to display the following Pack Items:   PACK ITEM 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus);   

 PACK ITEM 3 (Poster: Fall 2017);   and   PACK ITEM 10 (Poster: Tabernacle Items).
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FIRST THOUGHTS
When do people most often cry out to God? At what points in our lives do 
we more fervently seek His presence? I would argue that it is when things are 
falling apart. We cry out to God most eagerly when our circumstance reveals 
our need for His presence. As children, most of us sought our parents when 
we were scared or unsure about our surroundings. We wanted to know that 
we had not been forsaken. 

(In PSG, p. 82) How would you describe the desire for assurance when facing 
a difficult task or unsettling situation? What sources do people seek 
for assurance? 

 

 

Heading toward the promised land by day, and especially by night, the 
Israelites realized their need for God’s presence, guidance, and security. 
This truth reminds us that the presence of God is the peace of His people. 

In the acclaimed Chronicles of Narnia series, C. S. Lewis’s characters 
make the observation that “Aslan is not a tame lion.” Lewis’s metaphor gets 
at the heart of the paradox that God, while holy and separate from us, is 
also immanent among us. We must be reminded that God prescribes the 
way in which He dwells with His people. To use Lewis’s language, our God 
is not tame; He is not our servant and does not do our bidding (Dan. 4:35; 
Isa. 40:13-14). These basic theological truths appear to be lost in today’s 
church, where it seems normal for most Christians to casually approach 
our God. 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
EXODUS 35:1–40:38 

Moses assembled all the Israelites and reminded them not to work on 
the Sabbath. He then called on them to bring offerings to be used in the 
construction of the tabernacle. Moses asked skilled craftsmen to provide 
their services. The wide range of materials and skills needed allowed 
everyone to provide something for God’s work. The people brought 
materials, and the skilled workers came to assist under the direction of 
Bezalel and Oholiab. The Israelites responded in such an overwhelming 
fashion that Moses was able to tell the people they had enough resources 
to complete the work (Ex. 35:1–36:7). 

Using the donated materials, the skilled craftsmen fashioned every- 
thing for the tabernacle precisely as God had instructed. An inventory of 
skilled craftsmen and materials indicated the generous spirit of the people 
(36:8–38:31). 

KEY DOCTRINE

Sanctification 
Sanctification is the experience, 
beginning in regeneration, by 
which the believer is set apart to 
God’s purposes, and is enabled 
to progress toward moral and 
spiritual maturity through the 
presence and power of the Holy 
Spirit dwelling in him.

BIBLE SKILL

Correlate essential biblical 
concepts. 

On a sheet of paper, draw a 
large triangle. On one corner 
of the triangle, write the words 
“God’s presence.” On another 
corner, write “worship.” On the 
third corner, write “obedience.” 
Read through Exodus 35:1–
40:38. Record the teaching 
about God’s presence, the 
occasions where worship took 
place, and when God’s people 
were called to obey. Look for 
correlations and how the three 
categories interact with each 
other. What did you discover 
about God, worship, and 
obedience as you identified the 
points of interaction?
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Bezalel supervised the creation of the •ephod and breastplate, using his 
God-given skills for the delicate work and at the same time teaching others 
his craft. Israel’s craftsmen made the high priest’s robe and the other 
priestly garments. When the craftsmen had completed their work, Moses 
inspected all they had made, found it to be exactly as God had commanded, 
and blessed the craftsmen (39:1-43). 

God commanded the people to set up the tabernacle, and they did 
so under Moses’ supervision. After it had been set up, Moses offered 
incense and animal sacrifices, consecrating Aaron and his sons as priests. 
A cloud descended on the tabernacle, and God’s glory filled the structure. 
Whenever the cloud lifted from the tabernacle, the Israelites resumed 
their journey. If the cloud remained on the tabernacle, they remained in 
camp (40:1-38). 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
FINISHED! (EX. 39:42-43)

VERSES 42-43

God’s people completed the task of constructing the tabernacle. Finishing 
what God calls His people to do is essential to glorifying God and being 
joyful in Him. Notice several components of their finished work.

First, God’s people did all the work according to everything the Lord 
had commanded Moses. This is important. They could have easily decided 
to take things into their own hands and do it their way. Instead, they 
finished the work God’s way.

God’s people are called upon to give their best to God’s 
purposes.

Second, the work was done so well that God’s people were unafraid 
of accountability. Verse 43 states that once the work was finished Moses 
inspected all the work they had accomplished. Shoddy, incompetent, 
incomplete work has no place in God’s kingdom. God’s people are called 
upon to give their best to God’s purposes. We are accountable to God.

Third, there is blessing in doing good work. Verse 43 reminds us that 
when the work was finished and the inspection was completed, Moses 
blessed them. Nothing is more satisfying than a job well done, especially 
when the one handing out the blessings is God. 

(In PSG, p. 84) How does obeying the commandments of God give us 
pleasure and satisfaction?

BIBLICAL 
ILLUSTRATOR

For additional context, read 
“The Tabernacle: Its History 
and Use,” an archived Biblical 
Illustrator article provided on 
the CD-ROM in the Fall 2017 
Explore the Bible: Leader Pack.

EXODUS 39:42-43

42 The Israelites had 
done all the work 
according to everything 
the Lord had 
commanded Moses. 
43 Moses inspected 
all the work they had 
accomplished. They had 
done just as the Lord 
commanded. Then 
Moses blessed them. 
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We spend a great deal of money and time on things these days that 
have no lasting value. These things entertain us but add no eternal value for 
us. We have no problem spending money on ourselves. But when it comes 
to doing things for God, we suddenly become stingy, giving less than our 
best. Most incredible of all, how many things have we left undone for God? 
How many commitments have we made to God that remain incomplete? 
God calls His people to be generous finishers. 

ASSEMBLY REQUIRED (EX. 40:1-4)

VERSES 1-4

As I was growing up, my family always had a puzzle table in our home. 
My mother would set up a card table somewhere in the family room and 
begin a puzzle of some two thousand or more pieces. The first task was to 
piece together the frame and then fill in the body of the puzzle. On most 
days, all the family members would walk by that puzzle table and work 
a few minutes on it and then move on. Eventually it would be completed 
to the satisfaction of all in the family, especially my mother. The puzzle 
required assembly. 

The same was true of the tabernacle. Once all the necessary pieces 
for the tabernacle were finished, it needed to be assembled. In verses 1-4 
the Lord told Moses how to instruct the people of God to assemble the 
finished pieces of the tabernacle. First, the structure was to be assembled 
on the first day of the month. Second, the ark of the testimony was to 
be placed in the holy of holies, veiled by a beautifully crafted curtain. 
Third, all of the furnishings for the inside of the tabernacle were to be 
brought in and placed exactly where God designed them to be placed. 
Finally, the outer court was to be furnished and arranged according to 
God’s purposes. 

The reason God designed the tabernacle in such detail is because each 
part of the tabernacle symbolized some aspect of God’s relationship with 
His people. This is why the creation and assembling of the tabernacle had 
to be done God’s way. God was the one who would determine the processes 
and parameters of how He would meet with His people. We meet God on 
His terms as He meets us in our need.

Too often our worship of God is determined by our 
preferences rather than God’s purposes.

Many people choke on the details. We look for the easiest and simplest 
way to do things. Sometimes, it is better to do things the easier way. 
However, when it comes to meeting with God, there is only one way, 
and that is His way. Too often our worship of God is determined by our 
preferences rather than God’s purposes. That is why God laid out in great 
detail how the tabernacle was to be assembled. When it comes to meeting 
with God, there are no shortcuts. We must meet God on His terms—in 
repentance and humility. 

EXODUS 40:1-4

1 The Lord spoke to 
Moses: 2 “You are to 
set up the tabernacle, 
the tent of meeting, on 
the first day of the first 
month. 3 Put the ark of 
the testimony there and 
screen off the ark with 
the curtain. 4 Then bring 
in the table and lay out 
its arrangement; also 
bring in the lampstand 
and set up its lamps.”
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(In PSG, p. 86) What were the dangers if Moses failed to assemble the 
tabernacle according to God’s directions? What are the dangers today of 
failing to follow God’s directions? 

GLORY SHOWN (EX. 40:34-35)

VERSES 34-35

Once the tabernacle was finished, God filled it with His presence. Verse 34 
clearly states that the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the tabernacle. The same cloud that had guided God’s 
people through the wilderness now hovered over the tabernacle, filling it 
with the presence and power of God. It must have been an amazing sight.

So strong was the presence of the glory of God that verse 35 notes Moses 
was unable to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud rested on it, and 
the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. In other words, God’s glorious 
presence was so real and powerful that Moses was unable to approach or 
enter the tabernacle. Though Moses was unable to enter the tabernacle 
due to the overwhelming presence of God, his desire to meet with God 
is noble. More importantly, God’s desire to dwell among His people is a 
manifestation of His grace. 

In order for God’s people to meet with Him, God had to accommodate 
Himself. Exodus 33:18-23 is a reminder that no person can look fully at the 
glory of God and live. God has to condescend to our level in order for us to 
meet with Him. This was the entire purpose of the tabernacle. God would 
meet with His people, dwelling among them, caring for them through their 
leaders, His Law, and His presence. 

(In PSG, p. 88) How does this biblical glimpse of God’s glory give us comfort 
and confidence as we look to the future? Why is it important that we keep 
our eyes on the future as we endure the struggles of daily life? 

In the person and work of Jesus Christ, God entered history as a 
man—as the God-Man—in order to save sinners. In this way, we are able 
to behold the glory of God without being consumed by God’s presence. 
John 1:14 clearly states, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We 
observed his glory, the glory as the one and only Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.” God is always coming to and revealing Himself to His 
people. The amazing grace of God in the incarnation can be seen in that 
God’s presence has drawn near to us so that we might draw near to Him.

Once Jesus finished His earthly ministry of redemption, God 
sent the person of the Holy Spirit to permanently indwell His people. 

EXODUS 40:34-35

34 The cloud covered the 
tent of meeting, and the 
glory of the Lord filled 
the tabernacle. 35 Moses 
was unable to enter 
the tent of meeting 
because the cloud 
rested on it, and the 
glory of the Lord filled 
the tabernacle. 
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We—God’s people—have become the dwelling place for the Holy Spirit 
(Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 3:16; 2 Tim. 1:14). This is a stunning revelation. The 
presence of God that led the people of God in the wilderness, the presence 
of God that hovered over the tabernacle and that would eventually reside 
in the temple in Jerusalem, would ultimately indwell us, God’s people, the 
church. This is absolutely mind-blowing—God in us, the hope of glory.

I have been around a few famous people in my lifetime. There is a kind of 
rush that comes from being around a person of notoriety. We look at them 
differently, as if they’re from another planet. Yet, I have been in situations 
where the presence of God was so real and so strong that I was left nearly 
breathless. Nothing compared to the fullness of God’s presence. There are 
moments when God lifts the veil and allows us to experience more of His 
presence. In these moments there is true elation, joy, and, at the same time, 
a deep reverence and humility. 

They waited for God to move; when God moved, they 
moved.

GOD LED (EX. 40:36-38)

VERSES 36-38

God’s presence wasn’t just for show. God would lead His people all the way 
through the wilderness and into the promised land. Verses 36-38 outline 
how God led His people: The Israelites set out whenever the cloud was 
taken up from the tabernacle …. If the cloud was not taken up, they did not 
set out until the day it was taken up. God’s abiding, nearly overwhelming 
presence led God’s people. Notice some basic facts.

First, the cloud that represented God led the Israelites, not the other 
way around. In other words, God’s people didn’t set out and then hope that 
God would lead and provide. Instead, they waited for God to move; when 
God moved, they moved.

Second, God’s presence and leadership through the wilderness and 
His abiding presence in the tabernacle were intertwined. In essence, 
the presence of God, the leadership He provided for His people, and the 
worship of God’s people could not be disconnected. To follow God’s leading 
is to worship Him; to worship God is to know His presence. God’s presence, 
His leadership, and our worship are essentially bound together.

(In PSG, p. 89) How does the certainty of God’s presence give someone 
assurance to follow God’s mission even when the outcome is uncertain? 

God’s leadership is the same in our day, but maybe more personal. 
We know who God is generally through nature (Ps. 19:1-6) and more 

EXODUS 40:36-38

36 The Israelites set out 
whenever the cloud 
was taken up from the 
tabernacle throughout 
all the stages of their 
journey. 37 If the cloud 
was not taken up, they 
did not set out until 
the day it was taken 
up. 38 For the cloud 
of the Lord was over 
the tabernacle by day, 
and there was a fire 
inside the cloud by 
night, visible to the 
entire house of Israel 
throughout all the 
stages of their journey.
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specifically through His Word (Ps. 19:7-14) and through the person and 
work of Jesus Christ (John 1:14,17). In addition, the Holy Spirit bears 
witness with our spirit that we are His children (Rom. 8:16). As we 
worship God in spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24), the Holy Spirit uses 
the Word of God to perform spiritual surgery on us (Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12), 
pruning our shortcomings, leading us for His glory, producing in us the 
character of Christ (Gal. 5:22) as well as every spiritual gift we need to 
serve Him (1 Cor. 12; 14). 

The agreement of God’s Word and the indwelling presence of the Holy 
Spirit always work in concert for our good and for God’s glory. If someone 
says that the “Spirit has led me to do so-and-so,” but that “so-and-so” is in 
direct conflict with God’s Word, then it is not from the Holy Spirit. Why? 
Because the Holy Spirit who is leading God’s people is the same Holy Spirit 
who inspired the writing of God’s Word (2 Tim. 3:16-17). God’s presence, 
His Spirit, and His Word speak with one voice.

We live in a day when the autonomous self is the authority on all 
things. But this is not so in God’s spiritual economy, and it cannot be true 
in the life of the believer. God’s leadership in our lives is in agreement 
with the Word of God and His Spirit. The Spirit of God and the truth of 
God are one.

Who sets the agenda for the church and for God’s people? The lesson 
today reminds us that God is the one who sets the agenda. Too often we 
make plans and ask God to bless them but then are disappointed when 
God doesn’t come through. We make plans and ask God to lead us but 
then are angry with God when He doesn’t move on our timetable. God 
does care for us; He wants to know us and to dwell with us. But God’s 
Word reminds us that it is God who knows best when it comes to how 
we should meet with Him and how He should lead us. It is all about 
His presence. 

Too often we make plans and ask God to bless them but 
then are disappointed when God doesn’t come through.

Three critical issues emerge from this lesson. First, God’s glorious 
presence was on display in the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of 
fire by night. That same glorious presence overwhelmed God’s people. 
Second, the tabernacle became the location of God’s presence among 
His people. Finally, God expected His people to obey Him not only in 
the construction of the tabernacle but also regarding when and where to 
move through the wilderness. God’s glorious presence, meeting Him in 
worship, and obedience to His commands—aren’t these always the most 
important issues? When God meets with us in worship and we obey Him, 
He is glorified.
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LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY

FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

GUIDE: To introduce the session, write this question on the board: How do you like to celebrate 
when you finish a big job? Call for volunteers to share a response. Note that all of us enjoy the 
feeling of satisfaction that comes with the completion of a task.

EXPLAIN: Emphasize that in today’s Bible passage, we will see the work on the tabernacle 
completed. Challenge the group to look for what God did once the job was complete.

TRANSITION: Explain that this session continues the study of passages in Exodus and 
Leviticus. Call attention to Pack Item 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus) and Pack Item 3 
(Poster: Fall 2017). Direct attention to the major outline points.

EXPLORE THE TEXT

READ: Direct a volunteer to read aloud Exodus 39:42-43, highlighting the inspection and 
blessing Moses gave to the completed tabernacle. Use Understand the Context (PSG, p. 83) 
and Pack Item 4 (Time Line: Exodus; Leviticus) to explain where today’s Bible passage fits into 
the bigger story of the Book of Exodus. Call attention to verse 43, and ask: How does obeying 
the commandments of God give us pleasure and satisfaction? (PSG, p. 84)

UNDERLINE: Call for a volunteer to read aloud the third paragraph (beginning “If we 
approach …”) under Verses 42-43 (PSG, pp. 84–85). Invite the group to underline the last 
two sentences of that paragraph in their PSGs. Ask: How do past acts of disobedience drive us 
to acts of obedience? (PSG, p. 85)

TRANSITION: The people of Israel could enjoy the satisfaction of finishing the work God had 
assigned. Next we’ll see God’s instructions to Moses regarding the setup of the tabernacle.

READ: Call for a show of hands from anyone who has ever struggled to assemble an item that 
had confusing instructions. Then read aloud Exodus 40:1-4, directing the group to listen for 
the plan to set up the tabernacle. Note the clear, precise instructions God gave Moses.

DISCUSS: How does being obedient to God in the small things help us to be obedient to Him in the 
bigger things? From the PSG (p. 86): What were the dangers if Moses failed to assemble the tabernacle 
according to God’s directions? What are the dangers today of failing to follow God’s directions?

TRANSITION: The Israelites did not have to be puzzled or confused. God provided the specific 
directions needed to complete the tabernacle. Next we will see how God revealed Himself to the 
people in the completed tabernacle.

READ: Call on someone to read aloud Exodus 40:34-35, encouraging the group to listen for 
how God filled the tabernacle with His glory. Emphasize that the cloud was the physical 
symbol showing God was there with His people. 

DISCUSS: How does this biblical glimpse of God’s glory give us comfort and confidence as we look 
to the future? Why is it important that we keep our eyes on the future as we endure the struggles 
of daily life? (PSG, p. 88) Use the information under Verses 34-35 (pp. 97–98; PSG, p. 87) to 
help the group better understand the glory of God and its connection to Jesus Christ.
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LIST: Write these words on the whiteboard: “Then” and “Now.” Point to “Then” and explain 
that when God showed His glory in the tabernacle He was letting the people know that He 
accepted their work and desired to be with them. Next, point to the word “Now.” 

DISCUSS: While we have not experienced a tabernacle filled with God’s glory, as believers we do 
enjoy God’s presence in our lives today. In what ways do we experience God’s presence with us 
today? Allow responses. 

EMPHASIZE: Having God’s presence in our lives through the Holy Spirit is reason for us to celebrate. 

DISCUSS: How does having God’s Holy Spirit at work in our lives change everything?

TRANSITION: When God’s glory filled the tabernacle, He showed the Israelites His desire to be with 
His people. With the tabernacle completed, we will see how God led His people on their journey.

READ: Direct a volunteer to read aloud Exodus 40:36-38, as the group looks for the physical 
signs God used to lead the Israelites.

DESCRIBE: Write this sentence on the whiteboard or on a large sheet of paper: “Seeing is 
believing.” Call for volunteers to describe examples in which seeing something helps you 
believe it. Explain that for the Israelites traveling toward the promised land, “seeing was 
believing,” as God provided direction and comfort through the visible, physical reminders 
of the cloud and the fire. 

DISCUSS: How do you think the visible cloud was a help or a comfort to the people of Israel at that 
time? In what ways are God’s Spirit and God’s Word a help and a comfort to us today?

HIGHLIGHT: Call for a volunteer to read aloud the last paragraph under Verses 36-38 (PSG,  
p. 89). Ask: How does the certainty of God’s presence give someone assurance to follow God’s 
mission even when the outcome is uncertain? (PSG, p. 89)

TRANSITION: We don’t have a visible cloud guiding us, but we have the confident assurance of God’s 
Word and His Spirit giving us direction.

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

IDENTIFY: Instruct the group to silently read the In My Context bulleted summary statements 
(PSG, p. 90). Direct group members to circle the statement that is most meaningful to them 
personally with the things going on in their lives right now.

CHALLENGE: Encourage the group to discuss the third question set under In My Context 
(PSG, p. 90): What can your group do to better place itself in a position to be ready for God’s presence? 
What is it doing well already? How can you build upon what is already in place? Allow time for 
volunteers to respond. Encourage group members to prepare themselves as individuals to 
be ready for God’s presence.

PRAY: Close in prayer that the group would find comfort and encouragement for the future 
in God’s Spirit with us. 
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PRACTICE
• Send a message to the group that includes this session’s memory verse (Ex. 39:42) as a 

reminder to follow God’s instructions to us in His Word daily.

• Contact those absent today by email or phone call and let them know you missed them. 
Ask for their permission to share any prayer requests with others in the group.

MORE IDEAS
FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

To introduce the session, direct attention to page 82 in the PSG. Invite a volunteer to read 
aloud the paragraph. Discuss: How would you describe the desire for assurance when facing a 
difficult task or unsettling situation? What sources do people seek for assurance? (PSG, p. 82)

EXPLORE THE TEXT

• To supplement Exodus 39:42-43, call attention to verse 42, and encourage the group to 
highlight any words indicating completion. Note that the Israelites had not left parts of 
the job undone; they had completed all the work. Ask: When God calls us to do something, 
is partial obedience or doing a “halfway job” really obedience at all? Explain.

• For further study of Exodus 40:1-4, use Pack Item 10 (Poster: Tabernacle Items) and 
call attention to the second paragraph under Verses 1-4 (PSG, p. 86). Instruct group 
members to refer to the poster and their copy of the PSG and call out information they 
discover about the items named in verses 1-4 (ark, table, lampstand, etc.).

• To enhance discussion of Exodus 40:34-35, call attention to the Key Doctrine 
(Sanctification) (PSG, p. 85). Call for a volunteer to read it aloud. Emphasize that this 
process by which believers grow in moral and spiritual maturity happens because of 
the power of the Holy Spirit at work in us.

• To supplement Exodus 40:36-38, invite volunteers who completed the Bible Skill (PSG, 
p. 89) to share any insights they gained.

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

Direct attention to the second question set under In My Context (PSG, p. 90): Reflect on 
God’s presence. Does His presence concern or excite you? What changes do you need to make in 
order to look forward to being in the presence of God? Instruct group members to write a private 
response to the question in their copy of the PSG. Encourage them to take steps to make 
any changes they listed in the week ahead.

SUGGESTED MUSIC IDEA

To supplement the study of Exodus 40:36-38, lead the group to recite the words to “I Will 
Follow,” by Chris Tomlin. Lead the group in singing the song, and encourage them to look 
for every opportunity to follow God in the week ahead.
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Set Before
God is pleased when His people show Him gratitude and devotion.

Session 10

LEVITICUS 1:3-9; 2:1-3; 3:1-5
MEMORY VERSE: LEVITICUS 6:13

PREPARE TO LEAD THE GROUP TIME

READ Leviticus 1:1–7:38, First Thoughts (p. 104), and Understand the Context (pp. 104–105).

STUDY Leviticus 1:3-9; 2:1-3; 3:1-5, using Explore the Text (pp. 105–109). Focus on the three types 

of offerings described in these Scripture passages.

PLAN the group time using the ideas in Lead Group Bible Study (pp. 110–111), More Ideas  

(p. 112), ideas included in QuickSource, and online at Blog.LifeWay.com/ExploretheBible/Adults/

LeaderExtras. Brainstorm ways to incorporate the Suggested Music Idea (p. 112) during the session.

GROW with other group leaders at the Group Ministry blog (LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry).

GATHER the following items:   Personal Study Guides;   Pens for every group member; and   

 A thank-you card. Make copies for each group member of:   PACK ITEM 5 (Bookmark: 

Memory Verses). Prepare to display the following Pack Items:  PACK ITEM 3 (Poster: Fall 2017);   

 PACK ITEM 4 (Time Line: Exodus; Leviticus);   PACK ITEM 8 (Chart: Jewish Sacrifices); and  

 PACK ITEM 14 (Poster: Leviticus 16:30).
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FIRST THOUGHTS
Special occasions and events are often marked by the quality of the food 
served. In fact, meals become markers and reminders of significant occasions, 
such as proposals, marriage, anniversaries, or retirement. Such meals may 
be costly, but they are also memorable. 

(In PSG, p. 91) What does the kind of food served indicate about the 
importance of an event? How does someone’s presence at an event 
indicate the significance of an event? 

 

 

As we saw in our study through the Book of Exodus, God delivered 
His people from slavery and entered into covenant with them to be their 
God. Leviticus begins with God’s dwelling with His people in a special way 
(Lev. 1:1). The book addresses the question of how God’s sinful people can 
meet with and live in proximity to a holy God. While Exodus describes 
how God set His people free, Leviticus describes how His redeemed people 
are to live. Both books remind us that our great God is not only interested 
in our freedom (Exodus), but He is also interested in how we live once set 
free (Leviticus). 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
LEVITICUS 1:1–7:38

The Book of Exodus combines narratives of the exodus from Egypt with 
Israel’s legal code. The Lord was responsible for both. He brought His people 
out of Egyptian slavery and led them to Mount Sinai. There He revealed 
His demands regarding the people’s behavior and provided them with 
instructions for building a place of worship. 

The Book of Exodus ended with the tabernacle being filled with the 
glory of the Lord. God’s glory was so powerful that Moses could not enter 
the tent of meeting. This reality highlighted the vast contrast between God 
and humanity. Inside the new tabernacle, offering sacrifices would be a 
frequent activity. These sacrifices were designed to teach worshipers how 
to maintain a covenant relationship with God. 

In Leviticus 1:1–7:38, five major offerings are described—the burnt 
offering (1:1-17; 6:8-13); the grain offering (2:1-16; 6:14-23); the peace 
offering (3:1-17; 7:11-36); the sin offering (4:1–5:13; 6:24-30); and the 
guilt offering (5:14–6:7; 7:1-10). Each of these offerings pertains to a 
particular facet of our relationship with God and how we are to relate 
to God and one another. In other words, how we are to meet with God is 
set before us in clear and precise details. Furthermore, we will begin to 
discover that the entire offering and sacrificial system reflects the person 

KEY DOCTRINE

God the Son
Jesus is the One Mediator, fully 
God, fully man, in whose Person 
is effected the reconciliation 
between God and man.

BIBLE SKILL

Use a Bible dictionary.

Look up the word “atonement” 
in a Bible dictionary. Review 
in your Bible some of the Bible 
passages referenced. Based 
on the verses you examine 
and the content found in the 
Bible dictionary, write in your 
own words a definition of 
“atonement.” How does your 
definition give you a greater 
understanding and appreciation 
for what Christ did for you on 
the cross?

  

BIBLICAL 
ILLUSTRATOR

For additional context, read 
“The Message and Purpose 
of the Book of Leviticus” in 
the Fall 2017 issue of Biblical 
Illustrator. Available at 
LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator.
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and work of Jesus Christ. One of the benefits of studying the sacrificial 
instructions is that it renews our understanding of the seriousness of sin 
and the cost that was required for our forgiveness.

EXPLORE THE TEXT
THE BURNT OFFERING (LEV. 1:3-9)

VERSES 3-9

The first sacrifice listed is the burnt offering. This offering was preeminent 
in the sacrificial system. Only the sacrifice offered on the Day of 
Atonement was more important. Burnt offerings were made twice daily 
(Num. 28:3-8), and the fire on the altar burned continually (Lev. 6:13). The 
surface of the altar of burnt offering was seven and a half feet square and 
four and a half feet high (Ex. 38:1). The continuous fire was stoked with 
new wood each morning. The constant flames reminded the people of the 
need for continual worship and complete devotion to God. The parameters 
of the burnt offering are clearly outlined in Leviticus 1:3-9.

• A burnt offering was to come from a person’s own herd (v. 3). The 
animal offered was based upon the ability of the person to give, so even 
a bird could be offered. The choice of a sacrifice was dependent on the 
worshiper’s economic status. Wealthy people gave expensive bulls. Poor 
individuals offered doves or pigeons (see 1:14). The Israelite of average 
means offered a sheep or goat. 

• The animal offered was to be an unblemished male (v. 3).

• The offering was to be brought to the entrance of the tabernacle so that 
it might be accepted and blessed (v. 3).

• Prior to burning the offering, the worshiper was to lay his hand 
on the head of the animal, symbolizing that the animal died in his 
place (v. 4).

• The animal was to be killed before the Lord (v. 5). The phrase before the 
Lord indicates that the slaughtering of the animal took place in the 
courtyard of the tabernacle.

• The blood of the animal was to be splattered by the priest on all sides 
of the altar (v. 5).

• After killing the animal, the worshiper skinned it, cut it into pieces, 
and washed it (vv. 6-9). The priest arranged the sacrificial animal 
properly on the fire. The entire animal, except the hide, was burned. 
The hide was given to the priest (see 7:8).

• If done properly, this sacrifice would please God and atone for sin. The 
phrase a pleasing aroma to the Lord (v. 9) indicates that God was 
satisfied with the offering.

The burnt offering was a reminder of the seriousness of sin. Sin is 
an extreme offense to the holiness and righteousness of God. It is also a 

LEVITICUS 1:3-6

3 “If his offering is a 
burnt offering from 
the herd, he is to bring 
an unblemished male. 
He will bring it to the 
entrance to the tent 
of meeting so that he 
may be accepted by the 
Lord. 4 He is to lay his 
hand on the head of the 
burnt offering so it can 
be accepted on his behalf 
to make atonement for 
him. 5 He is to slaughter 
the bull before the 
Lord; Aaron’s sons the 
priests are to present 
the blood and splatter it 
on all sides of the altar 
that is at the entrance 
to the tent of meeting. 
6 Then he is to skin the 
burnt offering and cut it 
into pieces. 
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reminder of God’s gracious plan to atone for the sins of His people. Sin is 
such a serious offense against a holy God that it must seek a remedy.

All the activities associated with the burnt offering point to the person 
and work of Jesus Christ, God’s remedy for our sin. The old sacrificial 
system was a “shadow of the good things to come” (Heb. 10:1). The animal 
offered in a burnt offering was to be without spot or blemish (v. 3). Jesus 
was without sin (Heb. 4:15) but died in our place to bear our sin so that we 
might become the righteousness of God (2 Cor. 5:21). He is “the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).

(In PSG, p. 95) The bloody nature of the animal sacrifices was a jarring 
picture of the cost of redemption. How does this imagery bolster our 
understanding of the seriousness of sin and the cost of a sacrificial life 
given for sin?

Types of Sacrifices in the Book of Leviticus (In PSG, p. 97)

• Burnt offering—voluntary; signified propitiation for sin and 
surrender, devotion, and commitment to God (Lev. 1; 6:8-13).

• Grain or cereal offering—voluntary; signified thanksgiving for 
firstfruits (Lev. 2; 6:14-23).

• Fellowship or peace offering—voluntary; symbolized fellowship 
with God; signified thankfulness or the expression of a vow 
(Lev. 3; 7:11-36; 22:17-30; 27).

• Sin offering—mandatory; made by one who sinned 
unintentionally or was unclean in order to attain purification 
(Lev. 4:1–5:13; 6:24-30; 12:6-8).

• Guilt offering—mandatory; made by a person who had 
deprived another of his rights or had desecrated something holy 
(Lev. 5:14–6:7; 7:1-6; 14:12-18).

THE GRAIN OFFERING (LEV. 2:1-3)

VERSES 1-3

The second offering listed is the grain offering, also known as the meal 
or tribute offering. In older English versions, the Hebrew term was 
rendered “meat offering” because the word meat was a common term for 
food in general. In Leviticus 2:1-3, the parameters of the grain offering are 
clearly outlined:

• The offering consisted of fine flour mixed with oil and frankincense 
(v. 1).

LEVITICUS 1:7-9

7 The sons of Aaron 
the priest will prepare 
a fire on the altar and 
arrange wood on the 
fire. 8 Aaron’s sons the 
priests are to arrange 
the pieces, the head, 
and the fat on top of 
the burning wood on 
the altar. 9 The offerer is 
to wash its entrails and 
legs with water. Then 
the priest will burn all 
of it on the altar as a 
burnt offering, a fire 
offering of a pleasing 
aroma to the Lord.”

LEVITICUS 2:1

1 “When anyone 
presents a grain offering 
as an offering to the 
Lord, it is to consist 
of fine flour. He is to 
pour olive oil on it, put 
frankincense on it,
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• Unlike the burnt offering, only a portion of this offering, a handful, 
was burned on the altar (v. 2).

• The remainder of the offering went to the priests (v. 3). They were to eat 
it in the courtyard of the tabernacle (6:16). Since the priests were 
dependent on the people’s provision, the grain offering was a significant 
portion of their income.

This offering was a reminder that the Lord is the source of sustenance. 
This offering was voluntary and expressed gratitude to God for the blessings 
of the harvest.  The Word of God continually calls on God’s people to 
remember His goodness and to thank Him for what He provides. 

(In PSG, p. 96) How is an offering an act of gratitude to God? How does 
offering our entire lives to God (see Rom. 12:1-2) relate to our gratitude 
for Christ’s sacrifice for our sin?

THE FELLOWSHIP OFFERING (LEV. 3:1-5)

VERSES 1-5

The third offering was the fellowship offering or peace offering. This offering 
was unique in that the worshiper ate a portion of the sacrifice. This offering 
usually accompanied the burnt offering of Leviticus 1:3-9. In Leviticus 
3:1-5, the parameters of the fellowship offering are clearly outlined.

• In contrast to the other offerings involving animal sacrifice (1:3; 4:3; 
5:18), either a male or female animal from the worshiper’s herd could 
be offered (v. 1).

• The animal had to be without blemish (v. 1).

• The worshiper was to lay his hand on the head of the animal (v. 2).

• The animal had to be slaughtered at the entrance of the 
tabernacle (v. 2). 

• The priests were to splatter the blood on all sides of the altar (v. 2). 
The procedures described in verse 2 are essentially the same as that 
prescribed for the burnt offering in 1:3-5.

• The fat surrounding the entrails was removed and burned on the altar 
along with the burnt offering (vv. 3-5).

The connection of the fellowship offering with the burnt offering 
clearly reveals that the atonement for sin represented by the burnt 
offering (1:3-9) was essential before worshipers could enjoy peace, or 
fellowship, with God. The fellowship offering symbolized that, on the 
basis of the burnt offering, there was now peace with God.

If the burnt offering described in Leviticus 1:3-9 was to atone for 
sin, and the grain offering described in 2:1-3 was to remember God’s 
goodness and blessings, then the fellowship or peace offering described 

LEVITICUS 2:2-3

2 and bring it to Aaron’s 
sons the priests. The 
priest will take a 
handful of fine flour and 
oil from it, along with 
all its frankincense, and 
will burn this memorial 
portion of it on the 
altar, a fire offering of 
a pleasing aroma to the 
Lord. 3 But the rest of 
the grain offering will 
belong to Aaron and his 
sons; it is the holiest 
part of the fire offerings 
to the Lord.”

LEVITICUS 3:1

1 “If his offering is a 
fellowship sacrifice, 
and he is presenting an 
animal from the herd, 
whether male or female, 
he is to present one 
without blemish before 
the Lord.  
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in 3:1-5 was to celebrate the joy of a right relationship with God. This 
offering symbolized the worshiper and God at peace, sitting down and 
eating together with each other. This was the only sacrifice in which the 
worshiper ate the shared meal with the priests (7:31-35). Guests of the 
worshiper, including his family and the poor, were also part of this meal 
(Deut. 12:12,18).

(In PSG, p. 98) What is the significance of the priest and the worshiper 
sharing a meal? How would you describe what it means to be at peace 
with God? 

Certainly the fellowship offering points to the work of Christ. Jesus’ 
sacrifice on the cross is the basis by which sinners can have fellowship or 
peace with God. Romans 5:1 declares, “we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

It is sobering to think about how deadly and destructive sin is. Sin is a 
killer. Ezekiel 18:20 states the deadly consequences of sin: “The person who 
sins is the one who will die.” Romans 6:23 declares that the consequences of 
sin is death. Sin kills the soul, separates us from God, destroys relationships, 
disrupts families, and warps society and culture. In addition, it is shocking 
to think about how God’s wrath burns against sin. We often say that God 
hates the sin but loves the sinner. Too often this old saying may indicate a 
lack of understanding as to the serious nature of sin and to our deplorable 
condition before God.

God loves sinners. However, we must never forget that sin is not an 
arbitrary idea or concept. Sin doesn’t sin; sinners sin. In the end, sinners 
are judged, not just their actions or attitudes. Psalm 7:11 states, “God is 
a righteous judge and a God who shows his wrath [against sinners] every 
day.” Romans 1:18 reminds us that God’s wrath is being poured out on 
ungodly and unrighteous people. Ephesians 2:3 states that apart from Jesus 
Christ we are “children under wrath.” Colossians 3:6 says that because of 
sin “God’s wrath is coming upon the disobedient.” 

For as great as our sin problem is, God’s work in Jesus 
Christ is even greater.

This is why the person and work of Jesus Christ is so necessary and 
amazing. For as great as our sin problem is, God’s work in Jesus Christ 
is even greater. Romans 8:1 reminds us, “Therefore, there is now no 
condemnation for those in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:4-5 declares, “But 
God, who is rich in mercy, because of his great love that he had for us, made 
us alive with Christ even though we were dead in trespasses. You are saved 
by grace!” 

The good news of Jesus Christ is that God has come to us on a rescue 
mission. He gave His life as an atoning sacrifice for our sin. All sinners who 

LEVITICUS 3:2-5

2 He is to lay his hand on 
the head of his offering 
and slaughter it at the 
entrance to the tent of 
meeting. Then Aaron’s 
sons the priests will 
splatter the blood on all 
sides of the altar. 3 He 
will present part of the 
fellowship sacrifice as a 
fire offering to the Lord: 
the fat surrounding the 
entrails, all the fat that 
is on the entrails, 4 and 
the two kidneys with 
the fat on them at the 
loins; he will also remove 
the fatty lobe of the 
liver with the kidneys. 
5 Aaron’s sons will burn 
it on the altar along with 
the burnt offering that is 
on the burning wood, a 
fire offering of a pleasing 
aroma to the Lord.”
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repent and believe in the person and work of Jesus Christ will have their 
sins forgiven and be given eternal life. This is the good news.

During Vacation Bible School one year at the church I pastor, the 
theme verse was John 3:16: “For God loved the world in this way: He 
gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not 
perish but have eternal life.” I told the children that anyone who could 
quote this verse from memory would receive a new Bible. Each child had 
to come to my office, give the Scripture reference, and then quote the 
text. One little boy came to my office scared to death. He stood tall, gave 
the reference, and then quoted John 3:16. But when he got to the end of 
the verse, instead of saying, “so that everyone who believes in him will 
not perish but have eternal life,” he said, “so that everyone who believes 
in him will not perish but have internal life.” In his nervousness he said 
“internal life” rather than “eternal life.” I gently corrected him, but was 
he totally wrong? Yes, the life we have in Jesus Christ and His atoning 
sacrifice gives us eternal life. But where is this life first made known? It 
is made alive in us—in Jesus Christ we are made alive! So, we get both 
eternal life and internal life.

A couple of critical issues emerge from this lesson about sacrificial 
offerings. First, a study of the sacrificial system reminds us that God takes 
our sin problem seriously. Sin not only separates us from God but also 
destroys us as individuals as well as our relationships with other people. 

A study of the sacrificial system reminds us that God 
takes our sin problem seriously.

Second, God instituted an elaborate sacrificial system made up of 
various offerings and actions that served as a foreshadowing of the 
sacrificial death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The sacrificial system 
and the various offerings serve to reflect the atoning work of Jesus Christ. 
Atonement is “at-one-ment.” To be atoned is to be at one with God, at peace 
with Him through His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Maybe most critical of all, there is no other way for sinners to be right 
with God than through the person and work of Jesus Christ. John 14:6 
reminds us that Jesus is the only way to God the Father. Acts 4:12 tells 
us that there is no other name—the name of Jesus Christ—by which a 
sinner can be saved. The exclusivity of Jesus Christ is one of the cardinal 
doctrines of the New Testament. There is a holy and righteous God, our 
sin separates us from Him, and Jesus Christ is the only provision God 
has made for the divide between Him and a sinful people. 
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LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY

FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

GUIDE: To introduce the session, direct the group to read the paragraph on page 91 of the 
PSG. Then lead the group to discuss the two questions at the end of the first paragraph: 
What does the kind of food served indicate about the importance of an event? How does someone’s 
presence at an event indicate the significance of an event? (PSG, p. 91)

EXPLAIN: Note that in today’s Bible passage, we move into the Book of Leviticus. Briefly 
summarize the information in Understand the Context (pp. 104–105; PSG, p. 92) to help 
the group better understand the Book of Leviticus and its importance to the Israelites.

TRANSITION: With the tabernacle now complete, God gave Moses specifics about the sacrifices that 
were to be offered. Call attention to Pack Item 3 (Poster: Fall 2017) and Pack Item 4 (Time 
Line: Exodus; Leviticus), directing attention to the events in history surrounding Leviticus.

EXPLORE THE TEXT

READ: Invite a volunteer to read Leviticus 1:3-9, instructing the group to listen for God’s 
requirements for the burnt offerings. 

HIGHLIGHT: Call attention to Pack Item 8 (Chart: Jewish Sacrifices) and briefly summarize 
the information in verses 3-4 (pp. 105–106; PSG, pp. 93–94) to help the group better 
understand the importance of the unblemished animal and the gesture of laying a hand 
upon the animal. 

ASK: What does the quality of an offering reveal about the one offering it? (PSG, p. 94)

STUDY: Lead the group to learn more about atonement. Allow time to complete the Bible 
Skill activity on page 94 of the PSG. Make sure to discuss the final question: How does your 
definition give you a greater understanding and appreciation for what Christ did for you on the 
cross? (PSG, p. 94) Point to Pack Item 14 (Poster: Leviticus 16:30) displayed in the room to 
aid in your discussion on atonement. Say: As you consider your life, what words describe the 
emotions this verse evokes within you?

DISCUSS: Instruct the group to work in pairs or groups of three to talk about and respond 
to this question: The bloody nature of the animal sacrifices was a jarring picture of the cost of 
redemption. How does this imagery bolster our understanding of the seriousness of sin and the cost 
of a sacrificial life given for sin? (PSG, p. 95) Encourage the group to use the information under 
Verses 5-9 (PSG, p. 95) to answer the question. Allow time for them to share and then call 
for volunteers to summarize their responses.

COMPARE: How is Jesus, our sacrifice, like the Old Testament animal sacrifice? How is Jesus not 
like the animal sacrifice? 

EMPHASIZE: Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, as a payment for our sins, was once for all. Unlike the 
Old Testament sacrifices, His sacrifice would never need to be repeated.
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TRANSITION: With the burnt offering that atoned for the people’s sins, God showed that sin was 
a serious matter. An acceptable sacrifice was required to pay for the sin. Next we will look at a 
different offering—the grain offering.

READ: Direct someone to read aloud Leviticus 2:1-3, as the group listens for God’s 
requirement for the grain offering. 

STUDY: Call for two volunteers to read aloud the two paragraphs under The Grain Offering 
(Lev. 2:1-3) in the PSG on page 96. Then direct a volunteer to look up and be prepared to read 
Romans 12:1-2. Ask: How is an offering an act of gratitude to God? How does offering our entire lives 
to God (see Rom. 12:1-2) relate to our gratitude for Christ’s sacrifice for our sin? (PSG, p. 96)

EMPHASIZE: Call for the group to name aloud the things for which they are thankful to 
God. Ask: How can we intentionally show gratitude to God through our words and actions? How 
can we weave thankfulness and gratitude to God into our everyday actions and habits?

TRANSITION: The grain offering was the people’s way of saying thank you to God for all of His 
provisions. The third and last offering we will explore today is the offering that represented peace 
with God—the fellowship offering.

READ: Have a volunteer read aloud Leviticus 3:1-5, as the group listens for the requirements 
of the fellowship offering. Briefly summarize the information under The Fellowship Offering 
(Lev. 3:1-5) (PSG, pp. 97–98), explaining the differences and similarities between the burnt 
offering and the fellowship offering.

DISCUSS: Point out that for the fellowship offering, the worshiper and the priest ate the 
meat together. Ask: What is the significance of the priest and the worshiper sharing a meal? How 
would you describe what it means to be at peace with God? (PSG, p. 98) 

TRANSITION: Today we enjoy the confidence and assurance of knowing that through our faith in 
Christ, we can have peace and fellowship with God.

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

DISCUSS: We don’t present burnt, grain, or fellowship offerings to God today, so how can we show 
Him our love and devotion through our words, attitudes, and actions?

DIRECT: Call attention to the third question set under In My Context (PSG, p. 99): As a group, 
list reasons to express gratitude to God. Discuss as a group ways to better express gratitude to God 
during time spent with others in the group. What actions does the group need to take in light of this 
discussion? Allow time for responses. Encourage group members to make it their priority to 
look for fresh ways to express gratitude. 

REMIND: Encourage the group to attend the next session as you examine some of Aaron’s 
duties as a priest and then talk about God’s call on our lives as the priesthood of believers. 
Distribute copies of Pack Item 5 (Bookmark: Memory Verses) to those who need a copy.

PRAY: Close in prayer that the group would be intentional about showing thankfulness to 
God in all circumstances this week. 

© 2017 LifeWay



112 E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e |  L e a der Gu i de

PRACTICE
• Text or email the group, reminding them to express their thanks to God for the 

fellowship we have with Him.

• Encourage group members to memorize Leviticus 6:13 and seek after actions that 
keep their gratitude and devotion to God burning.

• Contact any absentees through email or phone call and let them know they are missed. 
Invite them to be part of the group for next week’s session.

MORE IDEAS
FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

To introduce the session, display a thank-you note or thank-you card. Point out that we 
use cards like this to say thank you to another person. Say: There are no cards for us to say 
thank you to God. But in today’s session, we will talk about how we can show God our gratitude 
and devotion.

EXPLORE THE TEXT

• To enhance understanding of Leviticus 1:3-9 and help explain the idea that Christ’s 
sacrifice was once for all, call for a volunteer to read aloud Hebrews 10:5-10. Emphasize 
that He was the perfect sacrifice without blemish. Ask: What does Jesus do for us that no 
animal sacrifice offering could ever do?

• To further study Leviticus 1:3-9; 2:1-3; 3:1-5, provide paper and pens or pencils. 
Instruct the group to create a sketch that represents (1) the burnt offering and its 
atonement for the people’s sins, (2) the grain offering and its expression of thanks 
to God, and (3) the fellowship offering and its symbol of peace and fellowship with 
God. Allow time for volunteers to share their sketches with the group.

• To supplement Leviticus 3:1-5, point out that our world today desperately needs peace. 
Ask: How can peace in our relationship with God attract others to Christ?

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

Direct attention to the second question set under In My Context (PSG, p. 99): Review 
Leviticus 6:13. List ways believers today can live out the truth of this verse. What actions can 
you take to make sure your gratitude and devotion to God keep burning? Lead the group to 
complete the question set and share responses. List the actions they name on the board. 
Encourage the group to adopt one or more of these actions this week.

SUGGESTED MUSIC IDEA

To emphasize that our sins can only be paid for through Christ’s sacrificial death, lead 
everyone to recite the words to “Redeemed, How I Love to Proclaim It!” by Franny J. Crosby.
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Set Apart
God’s people are to live as a set-apart priesthood.

Session 11

LEVITICUS 9:15-24; 10:1-3
MEMORY VERSE: LEVITICUS 10:10

PREPARE TO LEAD THE GROUP TIME

READ Leviticus 8:1–10:20, First Thoughts (p. 114), and Understand the Context (pp. 114–115). Note 

the expectations of Christians listed in these verses.

STUDY Leviticus 9:15-24; 10:1-3, using Explore the Text on pages 115–119. Look for evidence of 

ways the priests were set apart in serving God. Use the Explore the Bible Commentary, found in 

both print and digital format at LifeWay.com, to help you in understanding the passage.

PLAN the group time using the ideas under Lead Group Bible Study on pages 120–121 and More 

Ideas on page 122. Refer to the resources at Blog.LifeWay.com/ExploretheBible/Adults/LeaderExtras 

for more ideas. Consider using the Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary to enhance your understanding 

of the words and setting in Leviticus 9–10.

GROW from expert insights on weekly studies through the Ministry Grid (MinistryGrid.com/Web/

ExploretheBible).

GATHER the following items:   Personal Study Guides;   A whiteboard or large sheet of paper 

and markers;   Pens for every group member; and   At least one Bible concordance for More Ideas  

(p. 122). Prepare to display the following Pack Items:   PACK ITEM 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus);   

 PACK ITEM 3 (Poster: Fall 2017); and   PACK ITEM 9 (Chart: Ten Commandments).
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FIRST THOUGHTS
As Christians, we believe that God has delivered us from darkness to 
light in order to send us back into the darkness to reflect His light to 
the world. So while we live in this world, how should we live for God? In 
other words, what is the proper way to live in the presence of God? James 
4:8 tells us to draw near to God and He will draw near to us. The good 
news is that God gives us a pattern to follow, expectations to guide us 
in living holy lives. Being set apart to reflect God’s holiness is a central 
theme throughout the Old and New Testaments. Holy lives demonstrate 
God’s dominion over our souls.

(In PSG, p. 100) What expectations do non-Christians have about the way 
Christians should live in this world? Do you think they expect Christians 
to act differently than they do? Explain.

All believers should desire to be holy. The apostle Peter, picking up 
language from Leviticus 19, exhorted the church to be holy as God is holy 
(1 Pet. 1:15-16). In one sense, we are made holy through the work of Christ 
when we repent of our sin and believe. In another sense, we are called to 
live holy lives as a worshipful response to God’s grace. Not only is holiness 
the gift of our salvation, it is also the goal. In fact, holiness is necessary in 
order to dwell with a holy God. To run hard after holiness is another way 
of running hard after God. Holiness doesn’t just happen. God both sets us 
apart as holy and calls us to live as set apart.  

Leviticus provides the Old Testament pattern for dwelling in God’s 
presence, which is fulfilled in Christ and modeled in the New Testament. 
The question the Israelites faced was whether they would follow God’s 
pattern for holiness. We face the same question today. Thankfully, we do 
not have to create the pattern ourselves. We do not have to forge our own 
path to holiness. God has done that for us.  

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
LEVITICUS 8:1–10:20

Having established a series of offerings (Lev. 1:1–6:7) and how those 
offerings were to be managed (6:8–7:38), chapter 8 establishes a priesthood 
to represent God’s people before Him and to represent Him before the 
people. Aaron and his sons were ordained into their priestly offices. This 
is followed by the first tabernacle service (9:1-24). The instructions on the 
role and requirements of the priests are clearly given. However, Aaron’s 
sons violated God’s instructions by offering strange and unauthorized fire 

KEY DOCTRINE

God 
God is infinite in holiness and all 
other perfections.

BIBLE SKILL

Use a Bible concordance.

Using a Bible concordance, 
identify passages in which God 
is characterized as a consuming 
fire. As you read the passages, 
make notes about the key idea 
in each one. How would you 
describe what it means for God 
to be a consuming fire? How 
does your understanding of this 
terminology give you insight 
into Leviticus 10:1-3? 
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before the Lord (10:1-10). This warranted their immediate death. In brief, 
God took seriously the holiness of His priests. 

The priestly role of Aaron foreshadowed the priestly role of Jesus 
(Heb. 8). Jesus Christ would fulfill the priestly role of Aaron as well as being 
the sacrifice offered to take away our sins. In this lesson we will learn that 
the priest must be clean, blessed, and holy. 

Key Themes in the Book of Leviticus (In PSG, p. 102) 

• The Holiness of God—God is perfectly holy and has the 
absolute right to instruct His people in what holiness demands 
(Lev. 19:2).

• The Need for Atonement—The root word translated “atone” 
or “atonement” occurs fifty-three times in Leviticus and only 
forty-three times elsewhere in the whole Old Testament. 
Only God can bridge the great divide between His holiness 
and humans’ sinfulness. He provides the means of atonement 
(meaning “at-one-ment”). In His design, blood poured out 
through sacrifice is the key to atoning for sins (Lev. 17:11). 

• The Need for Right Living—Relationship to God involves right 
living with others (Lev. 19:18).

EXPLORE THE TEXT
CLEANSED (LEV. 9:15-21)

VERSES 15-21

These verses remind us that the first duty of the priest was to present the 
people’s offering to God. Verse 15 records that Aaron took a male goat 
and made a sin offering. This was followed by the burnt offering in verse 
16 and the grain offering in verse 17. In addition, verses 18-21 note that 
Aaron offered an ox and a ram as a fellowship or peace offering for God’s 
people. Step by step, Aaron went through the process of making all the 
appropriate sacrifices and offerings for God’s people so that they might be 
clean before God. God not only desired for His people to be clean from sin, 
He also outlined the manner by which they could be made clean and right 
before Him. 

It must have been tedious for God’s people to relentlessly and 
continually make sacrifices and offerings to God for their sins. When 
they were faithful to make these proper sacrifices to Him, He was faithful 
to forgive and cleanse them of their sins. The sacrificial offerings to God 
were the means by which God renewed His covenant with His people and 
the manner by which the people of God were made clean before their 
holy God.

The Old Testament patterns point forward to the New Testament 
realities. Just as Aaron presented offerings on behalf of the Israelites, 

BIBLICAL 
ILLUSTRATOR

For additional context, read 
“Hebrew Priests and God’s Holy 
Presence” in the Fall 2017 issue 
of Biblical Illustrator. Available at 
LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator.

LEVITICUS 9:15-17

15 Aaron presented the 
people’s offering. He 
took the male goat for 
the people’s sin offering, 
slaughtered it, and made 
a sin offering with it 
as he did before. 16 He 
presented the burnt 
offering and sacrificed 
it according to the 
regulation. 17 Next he 
presented the grain 
offering, took a handful 
of it, and burned it on the 
altar in addition to the 
morning burnt offering.
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Jesus, our Mediator, has done the same by offering Himself. The only 
difference is that after Jesus’ offering, there is no need for another priest 
to represent humanity.   

With the coming of Jesus, the need for priests to continually offer 
sacrifices on the altar came to an end. We no longer require an earthly 
priest to approach God. Jesus’ death and resurrection finished once and for 
all the priestly function of offering sacrifices for sin. Not only is Jesus our 
High Priest who made an offering to God to atone for our sins (Heb. 
4:14-16), He Himself is that very offering and sacrifice offered to God. He 
is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29; Heb. 8). 

Hebrews 8:1 tells us that Jesus, our High Priest, is seated at the right 
hand of God. There were no seats for the priests in the tabernacle or the 
temple because their duty of offering sacrifices was never finished. To say 
that Jesus is seated or that He sat down means that His atoning work was 
completed one and for all. Hebrews 9:11 and 10:14 remind us that by the 
single offering of Himself He atoned for the sins of His people.

Jesus, our High Priest, is seated at the right hand of God. 
There were no seats for the priests in the tabernacle or 
the temple because their duty of offering sacrifices was 
never finished.

It is through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ that we are 
cleansed from our sins and made whole before God. We are not cleansed 
through the blood of goats and bulls, nor are we made right through the 
continual offering of burnt offerings, grain offerings, or peace offerings; 
instead, we are made right before God through His blood of Jesus Christ, 
the blood that cleanses us from all our sins (Rom. 5:9; Heb. 9:11-14; 
Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:20; 1 John 1:7; Rev. 1:5). Jesus, our High Priest, has once 
and for all offered up Himself as the offering that satisfies both the justice 
and mercy of God. 

What should be our response to the gracious and merciful sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ? Our response is not arrogance or pride, as if we deserved 
anything from God. Nor is our response to add to what Jesus has already 
finished and completed. Instead, the first step toward God is humble 
confession and repentance of sin. Confession means that we acknowledge 
before God our helpless and hopeless condition; repentance means that 
we turn away from our sin and arrogance and pride. 

(In PSG, p. 104) Why is confession the first step for approaching God? 
What keeps people from being honest about their need for confession? 

LEVITICUS 9:18-21

18 Finally, he slaughtered 
the ox and the ram as 
the people’s fellowship 
sacrifice. Aaron’s sons 
brought him the blood, 
and he splattered it on 
all sides of the altar. 
19 They also brought the 
fat portions from the ox 
and the ram—the fat 
tail, the fat surrounding 
the entrails, the 
kidneys, and the fatty 
lobe of the liver— 
20 and placed these 
on the breasts. Aaron 
burned the fat portions 
on the altar, 21 but he 
presented the breasts 
and the right thigh as 
a presentation offering 
before the Lord, as 
Moses had commanded.
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BLESSING (LEV. 9:22-24)

VERSES 22-24

After Aaron made the offerings and sacrifices to God for cleansing of God’s 
people from their sins, he lifted up his hands … and blessed the people. 
Aaron and Moses then entered the tent of meeting. We do not know the 
details of what happened while Aaron and Moses were before the Lord in 
such an intimate setting. But we do know that when they came out, they 
blessed the people, and the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people. 

Whatever happened while Aaron and Moses were before the Lord in 
the tabernacle must have had an incredible impact on both of them. These 
two dimensions of God’s presence—the blessing of God and the glory of 
God—may have been the two most cherished desires of God’s people. 
What more could the people have wanted than to receive the blessing of 
God and to see the glory of God?

Verse 24 states what happened next: Fire came from the Lord and 
consumed the burnt offering and the fat portions on the altar. Then 
what happened? When all the people saw it, they shouted and fell 
facedown . Notice the three things that happened in verse 24. First, the 
fire of the Lord fell on the offerings Aaron had made. Deuteronomy 4:24 
says that God is a consuming fire. Fire symbolized the holiness of God 
and the purifying, cleansing power of God. Second, the fire consumed all 
the offerings on the altar. This meant that what Aaron had offered was 
acceptable before God as an atonement for the sins of the people. Third, 
the people worshiped God. Believers can enjoy the blessing of being in 
God’s presence through worship of Him. True worship happens when we 
fall humbly before God in repentance and then rise up in joyful praise 
and worship to Him.

(In PSG, p. 105) If you were asked to describe the blessings of living a holy 
life, how would you respond? 

HOLY (LEV. 10:1-3)

VERSE 1

But not all was well in the camp. You would expect that having seen the fire 
of God and His glory fall on God’s people, the leaders would be humbled. 
But that is not what happened. Aaron may have been a good and faithful 
high priest, but his two sons were not.  

Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, must have thought that the God of 
their father could be provoked to act, much like a shaman or witch doctor 
would conjure up a demon spirit. Leviticus 10:1 states that they offered 
to God strange or unauthorized fire: Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu each 
took his own firepan, put fire in it, placed incense on it, and presented 
unauthorized fire before the Lord, which he had not commanded them 

LEVITICUS 9:22-24

22 Aaron lifted up his 
hands toward the 
people and blessed 
them. He came down 
after sacrificing the 
sin offering, the burnt 
offering, and the 
fellowship offering. 
23 Moses and Aaron 
then entered the tent 
of meeting. When they 
came out, they blessed 
the people, and the glory 
of the Lord appeared 
to all the people. 24 Fire 
came from the Lord 
and consumed the burnt 
offering and the fat 
portions on the altar. 
And when all the people 
saw it, they shouted and 
fell facedown. 

LEVITICUS 10:1

1 Aaron’s sons Nadab and 
Abihu each took his own 
firepan, put fire in it, 
placed incense on it, and 
presented unauthorized 
fire before the Lord, 
which he had not 
commanded them to do.

© 2017 LifeWay



E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e |  L e a der Gu i de118

to do. In other words, they arrogantly approached God in ways that 
God Himself had not authorized. We do not know exactly what this 
unauthorized or strange fire was other than that it was an act of worship 
that was not authorized by God. To approach God in inappropriate ways 
dishonors God and places the worshiper in danger of demeaning and 
diminishing the glory of God.

(In PSG, p. 106) In what ways do we face the same temptation as Nadab 
and Abihu?  

VERSE 2

How did God respond to this act of foolhardy worship? Then fire came 
from the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord. 
Notice that the text does not say that God rejected or burned up their 
offerings. Instead, the Word of God states that God burned up and killed 
the ones who offered it. 

This stunning act of God reminded God’s people that God is a gracious 
and a holy God. He shows mercy and grace to the humble and contrite 
but will not allow people to presume upon His holiness. Foolhardy, casual 
worship is an offense to God and does not please Him. If we approach 
God with an arrogant and self-sufficient attitude, God will not accept 
our worship.

God shows mercy and grace to the humble and contrite 
but will not allow people to presume upon His holiness.

VERSE 3

The text tells us that Aaron remained silent. The irony here is that Aaron 
was supposed to have been God’s representative for the people. He was 
God’s spokesman. But notice who did the speaking after Aaron’s sons 
offered strange fire to God. Moses was God’s mouthpiece to speak to Aaron 
and the people. God said that He would show Himself holy and glorious 
to all the people. Further, He would not allow His holiness to be violated 
by an unholy act of worship. God’s glory would show itself by becoming a 
consuming fire to all those who treated His blessings and His presence in 
presumptuous ways.

Aaron’s silence at this point may have been the only act of worship he 
could offer. Like Job who said he shut his mouth once he saw the fullness of 
who God was (Job 40:4-5), Aaron kept quiet as an act of contrition before 
the God who had been offended by the arrogance of his sons. He had no 
justifiable objection to the due penalty of his son’s offense.

God’s call to holiness was intended for Moses and Aaron and all the 
people of Israel. It is also intended for us. If we are a “royal priesthood” 

LEVITICUS 10:2

2 Then fire came from 
the Lord and consumed 
them, and they died 
before the Lord.

LEVITICUS 10:3

3 Moses said to Aaron, 
“This is what the 
Lord has spoken: I 
will demonstrate my 
holiness to those who 
are near me, and I will 
reveal my glory before 
all the people.” And 
Aaron remained silent.
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before God and the world (1 Pet. 2:9), then we must show ourselves to be 
humble and contrite before God and other people.

(In PSG, p. 106) When people stray away from God’s demands of holiness, 
what effect does it have on their lives and relationships—both with God 
and others? 

What does the Lord require of those who worship and serve Him 
today? It is not the offering of burnt sacrifices. Jesus Christ is our once-
for-all sacrifice. What God requires of us is humble and contrite worship. 
David’s plea to God in Psalm 51:16-17 gets at the essence of true worship: 
“You do not want a sacrifice, or I would give it; you are not pleased with 
a burnt offering. The sacrifice pleasing to God is a broken spirit. You will 
not despise a broken and humbled heart, God.” (See also Isa. 1:11; Hos. 
6:6.) The point here is that all the sacrifices in the world, even if sincerely 
and properly offered, do not earn God’s favor. What pleases God is a 
humble, contrite, brokenhearted sinner coming to Him for mercy, grace, 
and forgiveness. 

This week’s lesson brings into focus several key issues. First, the 
nature of what it means to be clean before the Lord has been settled 
in the person and work of Jesus Christ. Second, God loves to bless His 
people as they worship Him; He loves to show His glory among His 
people. Third, God calls His people to be holy and to live holy lives before 
Him. Finally, this lesson raises the question of the priestly role of God’s 
people. We have embraced a cherished doctrine called the priesthood 
of the believer. Some people have wrongly interpreted this biblical 
doctrine to mean that the individual believer does not have to submit 
to any church authority. In other words, some would argue that if I’m 
my own priest, then I can do what I want without being accountable. 
This is a wrong-headed interpretation of a great doctrine. God has 
granted authority to pastoral leaders to lead (Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet. 5:1-5). 
What the priesthood of the believer means is that individual believers 
can approach God on their own through the great High Priest, Jesus 
Christ. It means that I do not have to approach God through an earthly 
mediator. It also means that, in my priestly role in the church, I am to 
serve and minister to others. 
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LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY

FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

LIST: Before the session, write “Do’s” and “Don’ts” as headings on paper and post them 
prominently in the room. As the group arrives, call for volunteers to name some do’s and 
don’ts that people outside the church might think Christians should follow. Point out that 
sometimes people view religion as just a list of difficult rules that people attempt to follow.

DISCUSS: Call attention to the paragraph in the PSG on page 100. Ask: What expectations do 
non-Christians have about the way Christians should live in this world? Do you think they expect 
Christians to act differently than they do? Explain.

TRANSITION: Stress that in today’s Bible passage, we will see how God’s people are called 
to live holy lives—not just to try to follow a list of do’s and don’ts. Point out that we are 
continuing our study of significant passages in Exodus and Leviticus. Use Pack Item 
2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus) and Pack Item 3 (Poster: Fall 2017) to explain and draw 
attention to the major outline points. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT

READ: Call for a volunteer to read aloud Leviticus 9:15-21, encouraging the group to listen 
for how Aaron presented the offerings on behalf of the people. Briefly summarize the 
information in Understand the Context (pp. 114–115; PSG, pp. 101–102) to help the group 
comprehend the purpose of this first tabernacle service described here in chapter 9.

HIGHLIGHT: Note the key themes in the Book of Leviticus (p. 115; PSG, p. 102).

SUMMARIZE: Arrange the group into three sections, and assign each section to read two of 
the paragraphs under Verses 15-21 (PSG, pp. 103–104). Then call for volunteers from each 
group to summarize the paragraphs they read. List their summaries on the whiteboard or 
on a large sheet of paper. Ask: Why is confession the first step for approaching God? What keeps 
people from being honest about their need for confession? (PSG, p. 104) Point out that God was 
using the sacrifice offerings to show His people the way to return to Him. 

EMPHASIZE: As believers today, we have no need for an earthly priest to help us approach God, 
because Jesus is our Mediator.

TRANSITION: We know that confessing our sin is the first step toward God. Next we will see the 
blessing that Aaron offered for the people.

READ: Direct a volunteer to read aloud Leviticus 9:22-24, as the group listens for Aaron’s 
blessings upon the people and God’s response. 

LIST: Create a chart with these three headings: “Aaron,” “Moses and Aaron,” “God.” Instruct 
the group to silently scan verses 22-24 again and name the recorded actions (what Aaron 
did, what Moses and Aaron did, what God did). Record the actions under the respective 
headings on the board. Point out that when Moses and Aaron entered the tent together, 
their actions indicated that Moses was passing the torch to Aaron, who would be the one to 
mediate between God and the people. Also, note that the fire showed that God had accepted 
their offerings.
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DISCUSS: Emphasize that as believers, one of the blessings we enjoy is being in God’s 
presence when we worship Him. Ask: If you were asked to describe the blessings of living a holy 
life, how would you respond? (PSG, p. 105)

TRANSITION: We have just seen the blessing the people experienced as Moses and Aaron led them 
in worshiping God. Next we will see the consequences of disobedience.

READ: Direct someone to read aloud Leviticus 10:1-3, as the group listens for God’s response 
when Aaron’s sons presented God with an unauthorized offering. 

STUDY: Briefly summarize the material under the heading Holy (Lev. 10:1-3; pp. 117–119; 
PSG, pp. 105–106) to help the group better understand the significance of Nadab and 
Abihu’s disobedience and why it led to such swift and severe punishment from God. 

DISCUSS: In what ways do we face the same temptation as Nadab and Abihu? (PSG, p. 106) 
When people stray away from God’s demands of holiness, what effect does it have on their lives 
and relationships—both with God and others? (PSG, p. 106) To enhance the discussion, refer 
to Pack Item 9 (Chart: Ten Commandments). Discuss the benefits of following each of these 
commandments. 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

SUMMARIZE: Call for a volunteer to read aloud Hebrews 7:26-28. Then call for the group 
to summarize those three verses in their own words. Stress that we can be thankful that 
Christ is the only holy, perfect priest we need and that through His sacrifice on the cross we 
have access to God.

DISCUSS: Direct someone to read aloud the summary statements under In My Context 
(PSG, p. 108): Confession of sin is the first step toward God. Believers can enjoy the blessing of 
being in God’s presence through worship of Him. God’s people are to live holy lives, reflecting His 
character. Lead the group to discuss the difference between God’s granting us holiness and 
God’s requirement for holiness in order to dwell with Him. How do they relate? Can you have 
one without the other? 

REPORT: Call attention to the third question set under In My Context (PSG, p. 108): Discuss 
with your Bible study group ways of holding each other accountable for being a holy people. Identify 
actions the group needs to take to be more accountable. What can you do to help the group complete 
the actions identified? Allow time for the group to share responses. 

PRAY: Encourage group members to pray for one another as they pursue being a holy people. 
Pray that they would regularly identify the blessings of living a holy life to remain focused 
on following God’s Word.
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PRACTICE
• Follow up with answers to any questions the group had during this week’s study.

• Text or email the group. Remind them to pray for each other as they seek to be God’s 
holy people.

• Encourage the group to reach out to those who have been absent, letting them know 
they are missed when they are away.

MORE IDEAS
FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

Write the word “Different” on the whiteboard or on a large sheet of paper. To introduce 
today’s study, begin by asking the group: When is it a good thing to be different? When is it a 
bad thing to be different? Allow time for the group to respond. Then explain that in today’s 
study we will think about ways it is good for God’s people to be different, or set apart, 
for Him.

EXPLORE THE TEXT

• To enhance the discussion of Leviticus 9:15-21, ask: When we have unconfessed sin in our 
lives, how does it affect our relationship with other people? How does it affect our relationship 
with God? 

• To supplement Leviticus 9:22-24, note that Moses and Aaron were only temporary 
mediators between God and the people. Call for a volunteer to read aloud 1 Timothy 
2:5 and Hebrews 7:24-25. Ask: What do these verses tell us about Jesus as our Mediator?

• To help the group better understand the concept of God characterized as a consuming 
fire in Leviticus 10:1-3, distribute Bible concordances and lead the group to complete 
the Bible Skill activity (PSG, p. 105).

• To supplement Leviticus 10:1-3, read John 14:6 and Acts 4:12 to emphasize the truth 
that Christ is the only way to God.

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

Direct the group to the first question set under In My Context (PSG, p. 108): Reflect on 
Leviticus 10:10. How does this verse summarize the focus of this study? Memorize this verse. 
Allow time for responses to the question. Lead the group in reading Leviticus 10:10 aloud 
together. Encourage them to work to memorize the verse this coming week.

SUGGESTED MUSIC IDEA

To supplement Leviticus 10:1-3, lead the group to recite the words and then sing “Holy, 
Holy, Holy,” by Reginald Heber.
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Set Free
God promised a way for His people to be free from the guilt of sin.

Session 12

LEVITICUS 16:3-10,29-30
MEMORY VERSE: LEVITICUS 16:30

PREPARE TO LEAD THE GROUP TIME

READ Leviticus 11:1–16:34, First Thoughts (p. 124), and Understand the Context (pp. 124–125).

STUDY Leviticus 16:3-10,29-30, using Explore the Text on pages 125–129. Note what was required 

in the Old Testament sacrificial system for Israel’s sin and guilt to be removed. 

PLAN the group time using the ideas under Lead Group Bible Study (pp. 130–131), More Ideas  

(p. 132), ideas included in QuickSource, and ideas online at Blog.LifeWay.com/ExploretheBible/

Adults/LeaderExtras to customize the plans according to the needs of your group. Consider ways to 

get everyone in the group involved in the study.

GROW with other group leaders at the Groups Ministry blog (LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry).

GATHER the following items:   Personal Study Guides;   Pens for every group member; and   

 Light leg or hand weights for Focus Attention (p. 130). Prepare to display the following Pack Items:  

 PACK ITEM 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus);   PACK ITEM 3 (Poster: Fall 2017);   PACK 

ITEM 8 (Chart: Jewish Sacrifices); and   PACK ITEM 14 (Poster: Leviticus 16:30).
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FIRST THOUGHTS
Most people think of themselves as imperfect but have a difficult time 
thinking of themselves as sinners in need of a Savior. When sin is not faced 
as sin, grace is not seen as amazing. A weak teaching on sin leads to cheap 
grace, and abandoning both is abandoning the central message of the gospel. 

(In PSG, p. 109) Why do many people have a difficult time coming to terms 
with their sinfulness? Do you think people today have a more lax view of 
sin than people one hundred years ago? Explain. 

 

 

It would seem that many professing Christians today find it difficult 
to strike a biblical balance between the justice of God and the love of God. 
God requires atonement because He is holy, but He provides atonement 
because He is love. We must understand the reality of God’s holiness in 
order to properly understand what it means to enter into and dwell in God’s 
presence. As we will see, this passage exploring the sin offerings ultimately 
points us to the work of Christ on the cross (see Heb. 9:7-14). It is at the 
cross where God’s just requirement for holiness is met with His love in 
providing atonement for sin. As Christians, we understand that only Jesus 
can make everlasting atonement for our sin. Thanks be to God that Christ’s 
work is complete and lacking nothing. There is no more need for atoning 
sacrifices. Christ made atonement once and for all.

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
LEVITICUS 11:1–16:34

Following the deaths of Nadab and Abihu due to their inappropriate 
approach to God with unauthorized fire (Lev. 10), God gave instructions 
regarding the proper way to atone for the sins of the people. Strange fire, 
based upon the whims of a priest, would not be allowed. Aaron, the chief 
priest, was to enter the most holy place with a properly offered sacrifice for 
the sins of God’s people.

The function of priests involved distinguishing “between the holy and 
the common, and the clean and the unclean” (Lev. 10:10). In chapters 11–15,  
God gave specific instructions regarding what is clean and what is unclean. 
The Lord set apart some animals as clean or acceptable to eat and designated 
other animals as unacceptable to eat (11:1-23). He then gave instructions to 
Moses and Aaron concerning uncleanness by contamination and the rites 
of purification (11:24–15:33). 

In chapter 16, God instituted the Day of Atonement. On the tenth day 
of the seventh month of the Jewish calendar (Sept.–Oct.) the high priest 

KEY DOCTRINE

Salvation 
Salvation involves the redemption 
of the whole man, and is offered 
freely to all who accept Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior, who by 
His own blood obtained eternal 
redemption for the believer.

BIBLE SKILL

Use other Scripture to help 
understand a Bible passage. 

Review Hebrews 9 and 10, 
looking for ways the writer of 
Hebrews connected Jesus to the 
Day of Atonement. Note words 
and phrases that appear in both 
Hebrews 9–10 and Leviticus 16. 
Record your discoveries. How 
does Hebrews 9–10 help you 
understand the significance of the 
Day of Atonement in Leviticus 16? 

 

BIBLICAL 
ILLUSTRATOR

For additional context, read 
“The Day of Atonement: 
Its Meaning and Practice” 
in the Fall 2017 issue of 
Biblical Illustrator. Available at 
LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator.
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was allowed to enter the most holy place to make sacrifices for the sins of 
the people (16:16-28). This happened only once a year. To enter the most 
holy place at any other time warranted the death penalty (16:2). Further, 
no other priest was allowed to make this most holy sacrifice (16:17). All of 
the purification rituals and offerings hinged on this one day, the Day of 
Atonement. The sin offerings noted in the Book of Leviticus point to the 
cross of Jesus (see Heb. 8:6; 9:7-14; 13:11-12; 2 Cor. 5:21). 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
PREPARING TO SACRIFICE (LEV. 16:3-6)

VERSES 3-6

The first step in the Day of Atonement was for Aaron and the priests to 
prepare themselves for worship. God gave instructions to Moses regarding 
how the priests were to prepare themselves for the Day of Atonement. 
Aaron was not allowed to come into God’s presence on his own terms: 
“The Lord said to Moses: ‘Tell your brother Aaron that he may not come 
whenever he wants into the holy place behind the curtain in front of the 
mercy seat on the ark or else he will die’ ” (16:2). When Aaron properly 
entered the most holy place on God’s terms, God promised to appear to 
him and to the people. But how was Aaron himself to prepare to enter the 
most holy place?

Notice the steps God outlined for Aaron to follow in order to prepare 
himself to enter into the presence of God. Verse 3 states, Aaron is to 
enter the most holy place in this way: with a young bull for a sin offering 
and a ram for a burnt offering. The first step in preparing for the Day of 
Atonement was for Aaron to offer an offering for himself and his family.

 Further, Aaron was required to dress in a proper attire: He is to 
wear a holy linen tunic, and linen undergarments are to be on his body. 
He is to tie a linen sash around him and wrap his head with a linen 
turban. These are holy garments; he must bathe his body with water 
before he wears them. Aaron was to dress in the proper attire as the high 
priest, bathing and cleansing himself before he dressed himself for his 
priestly duties. 

In addition, Aaron was offer a sacrifice for the sins of the people: He is 
to take from the Israelite community two male goats for a sin offering and 
one ram for a burnt offering. Verse 6 culminates the period of preparation 
by saying, Aaron will present the bull for his sin offering and make 
•atonement for himself and his household. 

The more we prepare ourselves for worship, the more 
we are likely to receive from worship. 

Like Aaron, we are to diligently prepare ourselves for the worship of 
God. Sadly, we do not often connect the words preparation and worship. 
Too many Christians gather for worship unprepared, hoping something 

LEVITICUS 16:3-6

3 “Aaron is to enter the 
most holy place in this 
way: with a young bull 
for a sin offering and a 
ram for a burnt offering. 
4 He is to wear a holy 
linen tunic, and linen 
undergarments are to 
be on his body. He is to 
tie a linen sash around 
him and wrap his head 
with a linen turban. 
These are holy garments; 
he must bathe his body 
with water before he 
wears them. 5 He is to 
take from the Israelite 
community two male 
goats for a sin offering 
and one ram for a burnt 
offering. 6 Aaron will 
present the bull for his 
sin offering and make 
atonement for himself 
and his household.
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will automatically and miraculously happen that is spiritual and powerful. 
Prayer, repentance, and submission to God’s purposes are not just outcomes 
of worship, they are the very things we must do in order to prepare for 
worship. The more we prepare ourselves for worship, the more we are likely 
to receive from worship.  

What does such preparation require? What would it look like to prepare 
for our worship gatherings? Let’s be honest. Most of us are doing good 
to simply make it to Sunday morning Bible study and worship. We rush 
through breakfast, quickly dress the children, and hurry out the door, 
happy to arrive dressed and in our right minds. Maybe it’s because we come 
to weekly worship gatherings more focused on meeting friends than on 
meeting God. Maybe it’s because we are content to be passive observers—
as if we’re watching a performance on a stage—instead of being active 
participants in a worship experience.

When we go to a special concert or dinner, we likely make all kinds of 
preparation. Maybe it’s because these special events are just that—we look 
at them as special and unique. What would happen if we treated every 
worship gathering as a special event? The more we pray and prepare to meet 
God in gathered worship experiences with other believers, the more we will 
receive from those experiences. 

(In PSG, p. 112) How do Christians rightly prepare themselves to enter 
into God’s presence?  

THE CHOSEN GOAT (LEV. 16:7-10)

VERSES 7-10

Following Aaron’s preparation of himself, preparations were made for the 
actual atoning sacrifices for God’s people. God instructed Aaron to take 
two goats and cast lots to determine which animal would be sacrificed and 
which animal would be sent into the wilderness as the scapegoat. One was 
offered to the Lord to atone for the people’s sin; the other was sent to an 
uninhabitable place. 

Jesus is both the sacrifice that paid for the penalty of 
our sin and the One who takes away our sin.

The Hebrew word translated uninhabitable place at the end of verse 8 is 
azazel. This word occurs in the Old Testament only in Leviticus 16. Bible 
scholars have proposed various interpretations of its meaning. One view 
focuses on the origin of the word. It comes from a compound Hebrew 
word combining the word for “goat” and “going away,” meaning the 
goat that goes away. This view fits the context of Leviticus 16. Another 
interpretation, developed by rabbis, suggests that azazel means a “rough, 

LEVITICUS 16:7-10

7 Next he will take the 
two goats and place 
them before the Lord 
at the entrance to the 
tent of meeting. 8 After 
Aaron casts lots for the 
two goats, one lot for the 
Lord and the other for 
an uninhabitable place, 
9 he is to present the 
goat chosen by lot for 
the Lord and sacrifice it 
as a sin offering. 10 But 
the goat chosen by lot 
for an uninhabitable 
place is to be presented 
alive before the Lord to 
make atonement with 
it by sending it into 
the wilderness for an 
uninhabitable place.” 

© 2017 LifeWay



127Se ssion 12 :  S et  Free 

difficult terrain”—that is, an uninhabitable place. As such, it refers to the 
goat’s destination. This view also fits the context of Leviticus 16. 

Regardless of the precise meaning of the term azazel, the meaning of 
the passage is clear. The releasing of the goat graphically portrayed the 
complete removal of the Israelites’ sins. David gave expression to this act of 
atonement in the psalms: “As far as the east is from the west, so far has he 
removed our transgressions from us” (Ps. 103:12).

This is a perfect picture of the atoning work of Jesus Christ. Our sin 
is atoned for through the blood of Jesus Christ as a sacrifice for sin. Jesus 
paid the penalty for our sin. In addition, our sin was taken away in Jesus 
Christ. Jesus is both the sacrifice that paid for the penalty of our sin and 
the One who takes away our sin. 

Many believers are correct in saying that Jesus paid the penalty 
for their sins in His death on the cross. Yet, too many Christians seem 
unaware that Jesus not only paid their sin debt, but He also took away 
their judgment and shame. To talk about Jesus’ death in ways that do 
not see the comprehensive scope of all that Jesus accomplished for us 
is to shortchange the believer from the sense of security and confidence 
God desires for His children. In Jesus, God’s justice is satisfied and our 
sin is taken away (see Rom. 3:25; Heb. 2:17; 1 John 2:2; 4:10). We can be 
confident that Jesus’ death on the cross sufficiently removed both the 
penalty and guilt of our sin. 

(In PSG, p. 114) How does Jesus’ death give a believer confidence and 
humility at the same time? How does one strike the proper balance 
between confidence and humility? 

The Superiority of Christ’s Priesthood (In PSG, p. 116)

• On the Day of Atonement, the high priest offered the blood of 
animals; Jesus offered His own blood (Heb. 9:12).

• The high priest entered an earthly tent; Jesus offered His 
sacrifice in the presence of God in heaven itself (Heb. 9:24). 

• The high priest had to offer sacrifices for his own sins; Jesus 
had no sin (Heb. 7:26-27; 9:7). 

• The high priest had to offer sacrifices repeatedly; Jesus offered 
Himself as a sacrifice once and for all (Heb. 9:25-26; 10:11-12). 

• The old covenant sacrifices were “a shadow of the good things to 
come” (Heb. 10:1); Jesus abolished the old covenant and established 
the new covenant in His sacrifice on the cross (Heb. 8:13).
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THE DAY OF ATONEMENT (LEV. 16:29-30)

VERSES 29-30

Verses 3-6 detailed the preparation of Aaron, the chief priest, and 
his family to offer sacrifices for the sins of the people. Verses 7-10 gave 
instructions regarding the choosing of two sacrificial goats. Verses 11-28 
give further instructions regarding the various acts of rites of purification 
that took place on the Day of Atonement. However, as we see in verses 
29-30, for these rites to be acceptable the Israelites needed to offer them 
with repentant hearts. The parameters of the annual ceremony offering are 
clearly outlined in these verses.

• This was to be a permanent statute.

• They were to celebrate on a specified day —the seventh month, on the 
tenth day of the month.

• They were to practice self-denial, a form of fasting in preparation for 
worship.

• Further, they were to do no work, both the native and the alien who 
resides among you.

• Finally, the purpose of the Day of Atonement was to cleanse you, and 
you will be clean from all your sins before the Lord.

Every aspect of the Day of Atonement —the preparation, the sacrifices, 
the cleansing, the sending away of the goat for the sins of the people —
was permanently fulfilled and completed in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ. Jesus died on our behalf, taking upon Himself the penalty of sin 
(2 Cor. 5:21). The atoning work of Jesus Christ is the heart of the gospel 
(1 Cor. 15:3-4). Jesus became a curse for us by hanging on a cross (Gal. 
3:13). Further, Jesus is our Mediator through whom we have a reconciled 
relationship with God (1 Tim. 2:5-6; 1 Pet. 3:18). Any person who 
acknowledges and repents of his or her sin, trusting fully in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ for forgiveness and salvation, will be saved 
(Rom. 10:9-13).

Further, what Jesus accomplished He did once for all. Hebrews 10:11-14 
captures the finished nature of Jesus’ atoning work: “Every priest stands 
day after day ministering and offering the same sacrifices time after time, 
which can never take away sins. But this man, after offering one sacrifice 
for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God. He is now waiting until 
his enemies are made his footstool. For by one offering he has perfected 
forever those who are sanctified.” This means that as God’s people gather 
for worship today they do not have to offer sacrifices for their sins. Instead, 
God’s people gather and draw upon the limitless reserve of God’s grace 
toward His people. This is why we can approach God’s throne of grace with 
great confidence and full assurance, knowing we will find grace and mercy 
(Heb. 10:19-23). 

What is the only thing that can bridge the gap between a holy God 
and sinful people? Many people try to bridge this gap with their efforts. 
Further, most people believe this is the purpose of religion—to reach God 
and to bridge the gap between God and man. Yet, good works cannot bridge 

LEVITICUS 16:29-30

29 “This is to be a 
permanent statute for 
you: In the seventh 
month, on the tenth day 
of the month you are 
to practice self-denial 
and do no work, both 
the native and the alien 
who resides among you. 
30 Atonement will be 
made for you on this 
day to cleanse you, and 
you will be clean from 
all your sins before the 
Lord.” 
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this gap. Going to church, reading the Bible, and being a generally good 
person cannot bridge this gap. Attending church, Bible reading, and good 
works are noble activities. However, our sin is too deep, and the offense 
against God is too great. The seriousness of the condition of our sinful 
hearts is so deadly that God had to bridge the gap between Himself and 
sinful humanity. He did this in the person and work of Jesus Christ. What 
are we to make of man-made religion? How widespread is man-made 
religion? How deadly is man-made religion? Why are we so attracted to 
man-made religion? Man-made religion is attractive because it appeals to 
our pride and self-sufficiency; it is deadly because it keeps us in our sin and 
separated from God.

The critical issues identified in this week’s study may be the most 
important issues of any lesson a person may study. Why? Because the 
issues in this lesson on the Day of Atonement go to the heart of our sin 
problem and to the heart of the gospel that rescues us from sin. While 
the term atonement may not be part of our daily speech, it is nevertheless 
incredibly important because it describes what Jesus Christ accomplished 
on the cross. 

Man-made religion is attractive because it appeals to our 
pride and self-sufficiency; it is deadly because it keeps 
us in our sin and separated from God.

Christ died for our sins and was buried. He was raised from the dead on 
the third day. All of this happened according to God’s Word. Without the 
gospel there is no forgiveness of sin, no place for us to stand before God, 
no freedom from sin or death, and no eternal life. But thanks be to God, 
who gives us victory over sin in Jesus Christ—we have all these benefits 
and more.

(In PSG, p. 116) What does the need for an annual sacrifice reveal about 
the nature of humanity? What does needing an annual sacrifice reveal 
about our need for Jesus? 
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LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY

FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

PREPARE: In advance, secure light leg weights or hand weights. Display these weights, and 
ask for a volunteer to strap on the leg weights or pick up the hand weights. Note that these 
weights are relatively light and most people would not have trouble lifting them. Then point 
out that if a person had to wear the leg weights or carry the hand weights everywhere he or 
she went, then soon it would become more tiresome carrying those weights.

EXPLAIN: Stress that the guilt of sin can feel like a weight we carry with us everywhere we 
go. Emphasize that in today’s Bible passage, we will see how God promised a way for His 
people to be free from the guilt of sin.

DISCUSS: Call attention to the paragraph in the PSG on page 109, and ask: Why do many 
people have a difficult time coming to terms with their sinfulness? Do you think people today have a 
more lax view of sin than people one hundred years ago? Explain. (PSG, p. 109)

TRANSITION: Remind the group that we are nearing the end of this unit on Exodus and 
Leviticus. Call attention to Pack Item 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus) and Pack Item 3 
(Poster: Fall 2017). Direct attention to the major outline points.

EXPLORE THE TEXT

READ: Direct someone to read aloud Leviticus 16:3-6, as the group identifies Aaron’s 
preparation for the special sacrifice. Use the information in Understand the Context  
(pp. 124–125; PSG, p. 110) to describe the importance of the Day of Atonement.  
Pay special attention to the burnt offerings and sin offerings described on Pack Item 8 
(Chart: Jewish Sacrifices).

IDENTIFY: Write on the board: “What must he bring?” “What must he wear?” “How must 
he prepare?” Direct attention to verses 3-4 and instruct the group to identify and name the 
things Aaron had to bring, wear, and do to prepare when he entered the most holy place. 
List their responses under the three questions on the board. 

DISCUSS: How do Christians rightly prepare themselves to enter into God’s presence? (PSG, p. 112)

COMPARE: Point out that in verses 5-6, God instructed Aaron regarding the sacrifices he 
would bring on this Day of Atonement—two goats and one ram. Consider the way that 
we prepare ourselves for worship today, compared with Aaron’s preparation on the Day 
of Atonement. Ask: Is it more difficult to prepare the internal or the external when it comes to 
preparing to be in God’s presence? Explain.

TRANSITION: Just as Aaron prepared himself to enter God’s presence, God’s desire is that our hearts 
be ready and right with Him when we come to worship. Now let’s look at the sacrifice Aaron brought.

READ: Have a volunteer read aloud Leviticus 16:7-10, as the rest of the group listens for 
the plans involving the two goats. Briefly summarize the information under Verses 7-10 
(PSG, pp. 113–114) to describe the purpose of the goats. Point out from PSG page 113: “The 
Hebrew word translated uninhabitable place at the end of verse 8 is azazel.” 
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ASK: How does the picture of the two goats give us a visual reminder of God’s grace and forgiveness?

CONSIDER: In what ways was the Day of Atonement a temporary fix to the guilt and sin of the 
people of Israel? In what ways is Jesus’ death on the cross a permanent solution to our sin problem? 
Emphasize that while one goat was an offering for the people’s sins and the other goat 
demonstrated God’s gracious removal of Israel’s guilt and sin, year after year the sacrifice 
was repeated. Stress that Jesus’ death on the cross was the permanent solution to the guilt 
and sin of everyone who accepts God’s gift of forgiveness. 

DISCUSS: How does Jesus’ death give a believer confidence and humility at the same time? How 
does one strike the proper balance between confidence and humility? (PSG, p. 114)

TRANSITION: We can live confident that Jesus’ death on the cross means we no longer need to carry 
the guilt of sin. Now let’s read God’s words as He established the Day of Atonement for His people.

READ: Have someone read aloud Leviticus 16:29-30, as the group listens for God’s 
instructions regarding the Day of Atonement. Arrange everyone into two sections, and 
assign to each section two paragraphs under Verses 29-30 (PSG, pp. 115–116). Instruct 
group members to read their assigned paragraphs silently, and then call for volunteers to 
tell what they learned from their reading.

HIGHLIGHT: Point to Pack Item 14 (Poster: Leviticus 16:30). Lead the group to discuss what 
they’ve learned about atonement these past few sessions. How has your understanding of 
atonement changed throughout this study?

DISCUSS: Emphasize that with Jesus’ death on the cross, He made atonement once and for 
all time for all who accept His gift of forgiveness and salvation. Ask: What does the need for an 
annual sacrifice reveal about the nature of humanity? What does needing an annual sacrifice reveal 
about our need for Jesus? (PSG, p. 116) 

TRANSITION: Because all of us are sinners, we needed a sacrifice. Only Jesus could make the 
everlasting atonement for sin that people so desperately needed.

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

DISCUSS: What obstacles keep people from seeing their need for a Savior? What could you say or do 
to help someone who is carrying the guilt of sin as a heavy burden? 

REPORT: Lead the group to share responses to the first question set under In My Context 
(PSG, p. 117): Evaluate how you usually approach God. In what ways are you too casual or too 
confident when it comes to approaching Him? How might you prepare to humble yourself before 
God? Then encourage group members to write a private response to the second and third 
questions in their copy of the PSG. Offer to talk with anyone who has never made the 
decision to have a relationship with God but would like to think about doing that now.

REMIND: Point out that next week’s session is the last in this series. Encourage group 
members to study the Session 13 content in the PSG for the next group meeting.

PRAY: Close in a prayer of thankfulness to God for providing everlasting atonement through 
His Son, Jesus Christ. 
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PRACTICE
• As part of your personal worship this week, complete the third question set under In 

My Context (PSG, p. 117): Reflect on Leviticus 16:30. Read the verse aloud, substituting 
your name for “you.” Record the emotions you feel as a result. Thank Him for providing His Son 
so you can be clean before Him.

• Text or email the group, reminding them to give thanks for the freedom we have from 
the guilt of sin because of Jesus. 

• Contact anyone who was absent today and encourage him or her to begin thinking 
about Leviticus 26 for next week’s study.

MORE IDEAS
FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

To introduce the session, begin by asking: What are the cleaning products you use for the 
toughest stains? Allow time for response. Explain that sin is one stain we can never remove 
through our own efforts. Ask: In what ways is sin and its guilt like a stain we can never remove? 
What is the only way to remove the guilt of sin?

EXPLORE THE TEXT

• To supplement Leviticus 16:3-6, make the observation that we do not make animal 
sacrifices to pay for our sins today. Ask: What specific things can we do to prepare ourselves 
to approach God? If these things aren’t mentioned, fill in the discussion as needed: pray, 
sleep, read God’s Word, and come with an expectation of hearing from God.

• To reinforce Leviticus 16:7-10, read aloud the Key Doctrine (Salvation) in the PSG on 
page 113. Offer to answer any questions that anyone in the group has about salvation 
at the end of the study time.

• To enhance the discussion of Leviticus 16:7-10, call for a volunteer to read Hebrews 9:7-
14 to show the connection between the Day of Atonement in the Old Testament and 
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross that washes away the guilt of our sin forever.

• For further study of Leviticus 16:29-30 and to help the group understand the Day of 
Atonement more fully, lead them to complete the Bible Skill activity (PSG, p. 114).

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

Call attention to the second question set under In My Context (PSG, p. 117): Summarize 
what this passage teaches about God’s desire for us to have a right relationship with Him. What 
keeps you from accepting His provision for establishing that relationship? What do you need to 
remove in your life that gets in the way of having a deeper relationship with Him? Lead group 
members to privately write a response to the questions in their copy of the PSG. Then 
encourage any volunteers to share their responses with the group.

SUGGESTED MUSIC IDEA

To emphasize that we can only have salvation through Jesus’ sacrifice for us on the cross, 
lead the group to recite the words to “There Is Power in the Blood,” by Lewis E. Jones. 
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Set Futures
God promises to bless those who are faithful to Him and discipline those who 
are not.

Session 13

LEVITICUS 26:3-16,40-45
MEMORY VERSE: LEVITICUS 26:45

PREPARE TO LEAD THE GROUP TIME

READ Leviticus 17:1–27:34, First Thoughts (p. 134), and Understand the Context (pp. 134–135).

STUDY Leviticus 26:3-16,40-45, using Explore the Text on pages 135–139. Take note of God’s 

promises and warnings found in the passage. Use the Explore the Bible Commentary, found in both 

print and digital format at LifeWay.com, to help you better understand the passage.

PLAN the group time using suggestions under Lead Group Bible Study (pp. 140–141). Also refer to 

QuickSource and Blog.LifeWay.com/ExploretheBible/Adults/LeaderExtras for other ideas. Look for 

ways to creatively call attention to this session’s memory verse (Lev. 26:45).

GROW from expert insights on weekly studies through the Ministry Grid (MinistryGrid.com/Web/

ExploretheBible).

GATHER the following items:   Personal Study Guides; and   A medicine bottle  

with a warning label for More Ideas (p. 142). Prepare to display the following Pack Items:   PACK 

ITEM 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus); and   PACK ITEM 3 (Poster: Fall 2017).
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FIRST THOUGHTS
Most of us enjoy watching athletes perform at the highest level. A gymnast 
executing a perfect routine, a basketball player hitting the game-winning 
basket, or a football player making a one-handed catch will bring us to 
our feet in amazement. That one event or play may become a defining 
moment, but hours of intentional practice were behind that one moment. 
These athletes had denied themselves some other things just so they 
could have that one moment where everything came together. There 
were others more talented and with greater potential that missed that 
moment simply because they were not willing to commit to the discipline 
of intentional practice.

(In PSG, p. 118) What do you do that requires intentional practice? What 
benefits have you seen as a result of that intentional practice? 

 

 

God’s people are to be holy because He is holy (Lev. 19:2). The pattern 
for holiness is made clear in God’s commands to His people. Not only are 
the commandments of Scripture a direct and perfect revelation of God’s 
expectations, but they are also the best way to live in the world that God 
has designed to function in a certain way. 

As for the Israelites, they had been given a special relationship with 
God. The pattern for this special relationship was outlined in the covenant. 
There were blessings tied to obedience and curses tied to disobedience. It 
is important to keep in mind, however, that the Israelites’ actions did not 
determine their status as God’s people. That was settled. However, their 
obedience or disobedience to God had implications on their fellowship 
with God, the fulfillment of His purposes for them, and their flourishing 
within the world.

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
LEVITICUS 17:1–27:34

The final major section of Leviticus deals with God’s requirements for 
holy living. Chapters 17–27 have been called the “Holiness Code” because 
they consist of a list of regulations related to holy living. The instructions 
contained in this section may be categorized under ten headings.

Sacrifice and blood (17:1-16)—Because blood represented life and was 
established by God as the means of atonement, it was not to be consumed. 

Sexual prohibitions (18:1-30)—God’s people must reject abominable 
sexual practices—incest, adultery, child sacrifice, homosexuality, 
and bestiality. 

KEY DOCTRINE

God the Father 
God is fatherly in His attitude 
toward all men.

BIBLE SKILL

Use multiple Scripture passages to 
understand a biblical doctrine. 

Read the following verses about 
God’s disciplining His children: 
Psalm 94:12; Proverbs 3:12; 
Judges 2:1-2; Hebrews 12:5-7; 
and 1 Peter 1:15-16. What do 
these passages reveal about 
God and His desire for His 
children? How do these verses 
change your perspective on 
God’s discipline? 
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Interpersonal relationships (19:1-37)—Right relationships with others 
are essential to a right relationship with God. 

Capital offenses (20:1-27)—Capital offenses included worshiping false 
gods, cursing one’s parents, and sexual perversions. 

Worship and holiness (21:1–22:33)—Priests must be models of holy living.
Holy days (23:1-44)—Israel’s weekly religious festivals and feasts must 

be properly observed. 
Consecration and desecration (24:1-23)—The Lord provided guidelines 

for the administering of the affairs of the tabernacle. 
The Sabbath and the Year of Jubilee (25:1-55)—The proper observance of 

the Sabbath and Jubilee years would testify to Israel’s status as a holy people. 
Blessings and curses (26:1-46)—Blessings and curses would follow 

obedience and disobedience to God’s commands. 
Vows and offerings (27:1-34)—God gave regulations concerning offerings 

of dedication. These regulations provide a fitting conclusion to the Book of 
Leviticus because dedicating oneself and one’s possessions to the Lord is 
the heart of holiness. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
PROMISE (LEV. 26:3-13)

VERSES 3-13

God is not a cosmic vending machine who exists to give us riches and 
wealth without condition. However, He does bless His children—
sometimes with material resources but more often with spiritual 
blessings. The accumulation of material possessions or the blessings 
of physical health are no sure sign that a person is being blessed by 
God. Neither is poverty a sign of God’s blessing or curse. A sure sign of 
the blessings of God is the abiding presence and peace of God among 
the people of God—no matter their physical condition or material 
possessions. The peace of God is none other than God Himself present 
with His obedient and faithful people. 

The accumulation of material possessions or the blessings 
of physical health are no sure sign that a person is being 
blessed by God.

Verses 3-13 set forth in clear terms God’s promises to His people. 
These promises are practical, personal, comprehensive, and particular. 

• He promised to bless their crops with rain (vv. 3-4).

• He promised to bless the fruit of the land with growth (vv. 4-5). 

• He promised peace and rest to the people (v. 6). 

• He promised His people victory over their enemies (vv. 7-8).

BIBLICAL 
ILLUSTRATOR

For additional context, read 
“The Day of Atonement: 
Its Meaning and Practice” 
in the Fall 2017 issue of 
Biblical Illustrator. Available at 
LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator.

LEVITICUS 26:3-6

3 “If you follow my 
statutes and faithfully 
observe my commands, 
4 I will give you rain 
at the right time, and 
the land will yield its 
produce, and the trees of 
the field will bear their 
fruit. 5 Your threshing 
will continue until grape 
harvest, and the grape 
harvest will continue 
until sowing time; you 
will have plenty of food 
to eat and live securely 
in your land. 6 I will give 
peace to the land, and 
you will lie down with 
nothing to frighten you. 
I will remove dangerous 
animals from the land, 
and no sword will pass 
through your land.
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• He promised fruitfulness, fertility, and a continual supply of what is 
fresh and new (vv. 9-10). 

• Finally, He pledged that He would dwell among His people (v. 11). 

We should not overlook the fact that God’s promises here are stated in 
terms of the staples of life—the basic necessities—not in terms of luxury 
items. In addition, God’s promises in these verses did not negate hard work 
on the Israelites’ part. To have plenty to eat, they would need to expend the 
effort of sowing, tilling, and harvesting their crops.

Notice the conditional clause that precedes the promises. In 
verse 3 God said to His people, if you follow my statutes and faithfully 
observe my commands, then He would grant them all the blessings 
mentioned thereafter in verses 4-13. God offered to sustain life and give 
peace to those who followed His commands faithfully, but the greatest 
promise was God’s presence. The Hebrew words of the first part of verse 
11, I will place my residence among you, can be translated “I will put my 
tabernacle in your midst.” Centuries later, John picked up on this imagery 
when he wrote of Jesus, “The Word became flesh and dwelt [literally 
‘tabernacled’] among us” (John 1:14).

God’s love for us is unconditional, but this does not 
mean we will avoid His discipline when we disobey His 
commands. 

God offers a future and peace to those who faithfully follow Him. 
He loves to bless His people. He is true and faithful to them even when 
they are unfaithful to Him. But God’s promises do not come without 
demands or conditions. Along with the promises of God come “if … then” 
statements—if this, then that. So, on one level God will always be faithful 
to His people. But another level, experiencing the full richness of God’s 
blessings comes as a result of our obedience. When we are obedient, God 
blesses. When we are disobedient, God disciplines. God’s love for us is 
unconditional, but this does not mean we will avoid His discipline when 
we disobey His commands. 

(In PSG, p. 122) How does the future promised by God motivate a person 
to pursue obedience and holiness in this life here and now? 

WARNING (LEV. 26:14-16)

VERSES 14-16

God’s warnings to His people if they disobeyed Him are severe and 
stunning. Notice again the “if … then” clauses: But if you do not obey … if 
you reject my statutes and … my ordinances, and … my commands … and 
break my covenant … then I will do this.

LEVITICUS 26:7-13

7 You will pursue your 
enemies, and they will 
fall before you by the 
sword. 8 Five of you will 
pursue a hundred, and 
a hundred of you will 
pursue ten thousand; 
your enemies will 
fall before you by the 
sword. 9 I will turn to 
you, make you fruitful 
and multiply you, and 
confirm my covenant 
with you. 10 You will 
eat the old grain of 
the previous year and 
will clear out the old 
to make room for the 
new. 11 I will place my 
residence among you, 
and I will not reject you. 
12 I will walk among you 
and be your God, and 
you will be my people. 
13 I am the Lord your 
God, who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, 
so that you would no 
longer be their slaves. I 
broke the bars of your 
yoke and enabled you to 
live in freedom.
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The curse of disobedience would include inner turmoil, wasting 
disease, and heartache. The Israelites would sow their seed in vain 
because their enemies would eat the fruits of their labor. Thus, the people 
would be without food. The warnings in these verses are frightening 
and devastating. However, the initial discipline described here would 
only increase in severity if the Israelites refused to repent and instead 
chose to persist in their stubborn rebellion (see vv. 18-39).

How would you explain to a new believer the blessings of obedience and 
the curses of disobedience?

This Scripture passage reminds us that God is not only a God of love, 
mercy, and grace; He is also a God who is holy, righteous, and demanding. 
He desires to bless His people. God longs to bless His people so much that 
He clearly set forth the terms of His covenant relationship with His people 
numerous times. There is no question about the terms that bring God’s 
blessings—proper worship, personal holiness, and faithful obedience. The 
condition for all of God’s blessing can be distilled into one word: obedience. 
When God’s people obey God, He blesses them with His presence and a 
peace that is spiritual and relational. When God’s people disobey Him, they 
forfeit the fullness of His blessings. 

As Christians today, we too can expect the Lord’s discipline when we 
choose to disobey Him. Such discipline indicates that we are His children 
(see Heb. 12:5-6). 

(In PSG, p. 123) What do you think motivates a person more—a blessing or 
a warning? Can you have one without the other? Explain. 

(In PSG, p. 123) How is facing a hardship as discipline an act of God’s mercy? 

RETURN (LEV. 26:40-45)

VERSES 40-41

God’s people could not hide behind the excuse that they simply did not 
know His demands. God made both His promises and His warnings clear 
to His people. God’s promises are precious, and God’s warnings are serious. 
God knew His people would not always be faithful, just like He knew 

LEVITICUS 26:14-16

14 But if you do not obey 
me and observe all these 
commands— 15 if you 
reject my statutes and 
despise my ordinances, 
and do not observe all 
my commands—and 
break my covenant, 
16 then I will do this 
to you: I will bring 
terror on you—wasting 
disease and fever that 
will cause your eyes to 
fail and your life to ebb 
away. You will sow your 
seed in vain because 
your enemies will eat it.” 

LEVITICUS 26:40

40 “But when they confess 
their iniquity and the 
iniquity of their fathers—
their unfaithfulness that 
they practiced against me, 
and how they acted with 
hostility toward me, 
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beforehand that Pharaoh would harden his heart in not allowing God’s 
people to leave their Egyptian bondage (see Ex. 3:19). 

Verses 40-45 detail a gracious and merciful recovery and restitution 
plan for God’s disobedient people. God once again laid out a condition. The 
blessings outlined in the following verses were contingent on the people’s 
confession of their iniquity and unfaithfulness and how they acted with 
hostility toward God. The promised restoration also was contingent on 
their humility. The word translated humbled literally means “to bring to 
one’s knees.” 

VERSES 42-45

These verses set forth what God would do when His people confessed their 
sin and humbly turned back to Him. He would remember His covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God’s actions are not spelled out specifically in 
these verses, but Deuteronomy 30 provides a list of blessings His repentant 
people could anticipate.

The Israelites would reap consequences for their rebellion and be taken 
away from the promised land into captivity. The land would lie desolate 
without the people to compensate for the Sabbath years it had missed. Yet 
in spite of this, God would not reject or destroy or break His covenant 
with His people.

Why would God forgive and restore His repentant people? He would 
do it for their sake but, more significantly, for His glory so that they might 
know that He alone is the Lord. 

Again, all of this was conditional on their confession and repentance. 
God would not tolerate the attitude that says, “I can live as I want because 
I know God will forgive me.” This is a dangerous and deadly attitude. 
Believers who have such an attitude are either not true believers to begin 
with, have a faulty understanding of grace, or are critically immature in 
their faith. God has promised to hear the confession of His disobedient 
people and to restore fellowship with them. Just as God promised to punish 
disobedience, He has promised to graciously forgive and restore a humble 
and repentant people. 

King David knew the depth of God’s grace and heeded the call to 
return to God. Having destroyed his reputation among God’s people 
and debilitated his relationship with God because of a series of sins that 
included adultery, deception, and murder (2 Sam. 11), David was crushed 
by the convicting power of God delivered through the means of a prophet 
named Nathan (2 Sam. 12). Driven to despair by his sin but encouraged by 
the hope of a merciful God, David humbly repented and returned back to 
God (Ps. 51). This is what God desires for His people in every generation.  

Cheap grace is a good term to describe the commitment—
or non-commitment—of many modern-day believers.

The heroic and convictional German pastor, Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
(1906–1945), expressed his courage and confidence in Jesus Christ during 
a horrendous time in Germany during World War II. In 1937 Bonhoeffer 

LEVITICUS 26:41

41 and I acted with 
hostility toward them 
and brought them 
into the land of their 
enemies—and when 
their uncircumcised 
hearts are humbled and 
they make amends for 
their iniquity,

LEVITICUS 26:42-43

42 then I will remember 
my covenant with Jacob. 
I will also remember 
my covenant with Isaac 
and my covenant with 
Abraham, and I will 
remember the land. 43 For 
the land abandoned by 
them will make up for 
its Sabbaths by lying 
desolate without the 
people, while they make 
amends for their iniquity, 
because they rejected my 
ordinances and abhorred 
my statutes.  
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wrote a book, The Cost of Discipleship, that was destined to become a classic 
and captured his understanding of what true commitment to Jesus looked 
like in reality. In this book, Bonhoeffer spoke to the issue of cheap grace. 
He protested the shallow view of God’s grace he witnessed among believers 
of his day who presumed upon the grace of God by living noncommittal, 
shallow lives of faith. 

God is loving and merciful, yet He is equally holy 
and righteous.

Cheap grace is a good term to describe the commitment—or non-
commitment—of many modern-day believers. We assume God only 
intends good for us, while ignoring the judgment of His loving discipline 
that comes when we disobey Him. Following Jesus is costly (Luke 9:23-27; 
14:25-33). God is loving and merciful, yet He is equally holy and righteous. 
He calls us to know, keep, and obey His Word. When we do, He blesses us 
in many ways. When we disobey, God disciplines us for our good and 
His glory. 

Next to the establishment of the Day of Atonement by which God 
made provision for the forgiveness of the sins of His people, the issues 
raised in this lesson may be the most important and critical issues that 
can be raised concerning the life of the believer. Obedience to God’s Word 
is at the heart of our relationship to Him. God clarifies His desire to bless 
His people as they obey Him. He warns His people that if they do not 
obey Him He will discipline them with a gracious and restoring judgment 
so that they might return to Him. In addition, God makes provision to 
receive back into fellowship His wayward and sinful people. We can 
find hope in the fact that God offers forgiveness to all who turn to Him 
in repentance.

(In PSG, p. 124) How does knowing that God is patient, desiring that all 
come to repentance, give you comfort when struggling with obedience? 

(In PSG, p. 125) Why is it important for Christians to view repentance as a 
constant pursuit in their daily lives?

LEVITICUS 26:44-45

44 Yet in spite of this, 
while they are in the land 
of their enemies, I will 
not reject or abhor them 
so as to destroy them 
and break my covenant 
with them, since I am 
the Lord their God. 
45 For their sake I will 
remember the covenant 
with their fathers, whom 
I brought out of the land 
of Egypt in the sight of 
the nations to be their 
God; I am the Lord.” 
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LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY

FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

LIST: As the group arrives, direct attention to the paragraph in the PSG on page 118. Invite 
them to name a skill they have that requires practice. List these skills on the whiteboard. 
Then ask: What do you do that requires intentional practice? What benefits have you seen as a result 
of that intentional practice? (PSG, p. 118) Lead the group to discuss benefits of practicing a 
skill or talent.

DISCUSS: Summarize the information under Understand the Context (pp. 134–135; 
PSG, pp. 119–120), and ask: Read Leviticus 26:3-16,40-45 in your Bible. Notice the promises 
made in these passages. How is a warning a form of a promise? (PSG, p. 120) Call attention 
to Pack Item 2 (Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus) and Pack Item 3 (Poster: Fall 2017). Direct 
attention to the major outline points.

TRANSITION: Stress that today, as we conclude our study in Leviticus, we will see how God promises 
to bless those who are faithful and obedient to Him and to discipline those who are not. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT

READ: Invite a volunteer to read aloud Leviticus 26:3-13, while the group listens for God’s 
promises to the Israelites. Note the abundance of benefits God would provide to the people 
in return for their faithful obedience to Him.

IDENTIFY: Write on the board: “If …,” “Then …” Call for the group to identify and name the 
“If” that God asked of the people of Israel. List this condition under “If …,” and then call 
for them to identify the “Then …”—the promises God made. List these promises under 
“Then …” on the board. 

DISCUSS: How does the future promised by God motivate a person to pursue obedience and holiness 
in this life here and now? (PSG, p. 122)

TRANSITION: God offered a bright future and a secure peace to those who faithfully obeyed His 
statutes and commands. Now let’s look for the warnings God issued.

READ: Direct someone to read aloud Leviticus 26:14-16, as the group listens for God’s 
warnings. Note the devastation and heartache that would come as the consequences of 
disobeying God.

IDENTIFY: Instruct the group to identify the “If …” and “Then …”—the conditions and 
promises God made—in verses 14-16. List these on the whiteboard under the appropriate 
heading. Call for a volunteer to read aloud the first two paragraphs under Verses 14-16 
(PSG, pp. 122–123). Point out that the consequences of disobedience to God included both 
internal and external suffering. 

DISCUSS: What do you think motivates a person more—a blessing or a warning? Can you have 
one without the other? Explain. How is facing a hardship as discipline an act of God’s mercy? 
(PSG, p. 123)
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TRANSITION: God’s warning against disobedience was clear: personal hardship and defeat at the 
hands of the Israelites’ enemies would be the result. Now let’s look for the grace and hope that God 
offers, even when His people choose disobedience.

READ: Have a volunteer to read aloud Leviticus 26:40-45, while the group listens for 
evidence of God’s grace. Call attention to the emphasis God placed on remembering His 
covenant with His people back through the generations.

IDENTIFY: Again, call for the group to identify and name the “If …” and “Then …”—the 
conditions and promises God made—in verses 40-45. List these on the whiteboard under 
the respective headings. Direct the group to these three sentences under Verses 44-45 
(PSG, p. 125): “God is faithful even when His people are not. In this passage God clearly 
states that He remembered His promises to the forefathers of the faith. Ultimately, those 
promises would find their fulfillment in Christ Jesus.” Instruct the group to underline these 
three sentences, as a reminder of God’s faithfulness even when we are disobedient. 

DISCUSS: Why is it important for Christians to view repentance as a constant pursuit in their 
daily lives? (PSG, p. 125)

COMPARE: Lead the group to complete the Bible Skill activity on page 125 of the PSG: Read 
the following verses about God’s disciplining His children: Psalm 94:12; Proverbs 3:12; Judges 2:1-2; 
Hebrews 12:5-7; and 1 Peter 1:15-16. What do these passages reveal about God and His desire for 
His children? How do these verses change your perspective on God’s discipline?

TRANSITION: God’s grace and forgiveness are not a license for us to go on sinning because He will 
forgive. God’s best plan for our lives includes a lifelong, loving obedience to Him.

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

DISCUSS: Direct attention to the summary statements under In My Context (PSG, p. 126), 
and call for a volunteer to read them aloud: God offers a future and peace to those who follow 
Him out of obedient love. Believers should expect God’s discipline when they disobey His commands. 
All people can find hope in the fact that God offers forgiveness to all who turn to Him in repentance. 
Then ask: How can we encourage each other toward faithful obedience to God in daily living? How 
can we demonstrate to the next generations that obedience to God is the best choice in all we do?

REPORT: Call attention to the first question set under In My Context (PSG, p. 126): What 
blessing have you experienced as a result of being obedient to God? Remember that some blessings 
are found in what you avoided rather than in what you gained. Share these with your group, taking 
time to thank God for all He provides through salvation in His Son. Allow time for the group to 
share responses. Encourage the group to remember to be thankful, in words and actions, for 
all the blessings of our salvation.

REFLECT: Give the opportunity for everyone to share one insight they gained from the study 
of Exodus and Leviticus.

PRAY: Close in prayer that the group will regularly turn in repentance to God and commit 
to being obedient to Him. 
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PRACTICE
• Pray for group members this week that obedience to God will be their first course of 

action at home, at work, and wherever they go.

• Check in with any members of the group who serve in other areas of the church and 
cannot meet with the group regularly. Let them know you appreciate their work, and 
ask if they have any prayer requests they would like shared with the group.

• Distribute copies of the Winter 2017–18 PSG to all group members prior to next 
Sunday.

MORE IDEAS
FOCUS ATTENTION (FIRST THOUGHTS)

To introduce the session, display any kind of medicine bottle that has a warning label on 
it and read that warning to the group. Mention that there are many things in life that 
come with a warning to help protect us from harm. Point out that in today’s study, we will 
explore the warnings God gave to His people and the blessings that would follow when 
they heeded the warnings.

EXPLORE THE TEXT

• To enhance discussion of Leviticus 26:3-13, ask: What are some ways that our future 
seems uncertain today? How does God’s promise of peace give us comfort and encouragement 
as we face an uncertain future?

• To reinforce the study of Leviticus 26:14-16, ask: In what ways do you see the consequences 
of sin in our world today? Emphasize that even though we see the consequences of sin 
around us, perhaps even within our own families, we hold on to the hope of God’s 
abundant forgiveness and grace.

• To supplement Leviticus 26:40-45, ask: Why is it dangerous for people to think they can 
continue making sinful choices but still run back to God’s forgiveness any time they want? 
What about people who think they are so bad they can never be forgiven—what is the promise 
of this passage for them? Point to Galatians 3:13-14 as a reminder that Christ took all of 
our sins with Him to the cross and paid for our sin debt.

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE (IN MY CONTEXT)

Lead the group in reciting aloud Leviticus 26:45. Call attention to the third question 
set under In My Context (PSG, p. 126): Memorize Leviticus 26:45. Reflect on how this verse 
relates to you as a follower of Jesus. Thank God for always being true to His promises. Encourage 
group members to memorize the verse this coming week as a reminder of God’s faithful 
love for us.

SUGGESTED MUSIC IDEA

To supplement the study of Leviticus 26:3-13, lead the group to recite the words to the first 
verse of “Trusting Jesus,” by Edgar Page Stites. Then sing the song as a group.
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Pack Item 1 example from Explore the Bible Leader Pack (The Pack is 
available for purchase at LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible.)

These items are available on the CD-ROM 
in the Explore the Bible: Leader Pack as PDFs 
to create your own handouts or media 
presentations for your group.

  PACK ITEM 1

Map: The Route of the Exodus
Sessions 1-13

Locate a map in a Bible atlas that shows 
Egypt, the Wilderness of Shur, Sinai, 
Midian, and Amalek (see Ex. 13:17–19:3; 
Num. 10:11–12:16; 33:1-36).

  PACK ITEM 2

Outlines of Exodus; Leviticus
Sessions 1-13

Refer to the outline printed on page 12. 

  PACK ITEM 3

Poster: Fall 2017
Sessions 1-13 

Create a sign to post on the door where 
your group meets to welcome members to 
the study of Exodus and Leviticus.

  PACK ITEM 4

Time Line: Exodus; Leviticus
Sessions 1-13 

Locate a study Bible with a time line of the 
major people and events in Exodus and 
Leviticus (from 1500 BC to 1400 BC). Use 
it as a reference during this study. 

  PACK ITEM 5

Bookmark: Memory Verses 
Sessions 1-13 

Make a list of these suggested memory 
verses to distribute to your group:

• Exodus 3:14

• Exodus 6:7

• Exodus 13:3

• Exodus 15:2

• Exodus 16:12

• Exodus 20:3

• Exodus 31:6

• Exodus 33:14

• Exodus 39:42

• Leviticus 6:13

• Leviticus 10:10

• Leviticus 16:30

• Leviticus 26:45 

Pack Item 5 example from 
Explore the Bible Leader Pack 
(The Pack is available for 
purchase at LifeWay.com/
ExploreTheBible.)

The Route of the Exodus
“The Route of the Exodus” is taken from The Holman Bible Atlas © 1998 B&H Publishing Group, page 66. Used by permission. 

ITEM 1: Map: The Route of the Exodus
Explore the Bible Adult Leader Pack, Fall 2017
Suggested Use: Sessions 1-13
© Copyright 2017 LifeWay Christian Resources
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ITEM 5: Bookmark: Memory Verses
Explore the Bible Adult Leader Pack, Spring 2017
Suggested Use: Sessions 1-13
© Copyright 2017 LifeWay Christian Resources

NOTE: Permission is granted by the copyright holder to photocopy this item for its intended use only.

Cut along line
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  PACK ITEM 6

Poster: The Ten Plagues
Sessions 2,3

Review Exodus 7–12, and create a poster 
that displays the ten plagues Egypt faced.

  PACK ITEM 7

Chart: Jewish Feasts
Session 3

Use a Bible dictionary to learn about the 
various Jewish feasts, including Passover 
(Ex. 12:2-20; Lev. 23:5), Feast of Unleavened 
Bread (Lev. 23:6-8), Feast of Weeks (Ex. 
23:16; 34:22; Lev. 23:15-21), Feast of 
Trumpets (Lev. 23:23-25; Num. 29:1-6), Day 
of Atonement (Lev. 23:26-32; Ex. 30:10), 
Feast of Booths (Lev. 23:33-43; Num. 29:12-
39; Deut. 16:13), Feast of Dedication (John 
10:22), and Feast of Purim (Esth. 9). Note 
the significance of each. 

  PACK ITEM 8

Chart: Jewish Sacrifices
Sessions 10,12

Use a Bible dictionary or commentary to 
learn about the Jewish sacrifices: burnt 
offering (Lev. 1; 6:8-13), grain offering 

(Lev. 2; 6:14-23), fellowship offering (Lev. 
3; 7:11-36; 22:17-30; 27), sin offering 
(Lev. 4:1–5:13; 6:24-30; 12:6-8), and guilt 
offering (Lev. 5:14–6:7; 7:1-6; 14:12-18). 
Create a poster that lists the elements and 
significance of each sacrifice. 

  PACK ITEM 9

Chart: Ten Commandments
Sessions 6,11

Create a poster of the Ten Commandments 
that lists the Old Testament passages and 
Jesus’ teachings about each one. 

  PACK ITEM 10

Poster: Tabernacle Items
Sessions 7,9

Use a Bible dictionary or commentary to 
create a list of the items for the tabernacle 
and the importance and placement of each 
item: ark of the covenant, curtain, table 
of shewbread, golden lampstand, altar of 
incense, altar of burnt offering, and laver.

Pack Item 6 example from Explore the Bible Leader Pack (The 
Pack is available for purchase at LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible.)

 

ITEM 6: Poster: Ten Plagues
Explore the Bible Adult Leader Pack, Fall 2017
Suggested Use: Sessions 1-13
© Copyright 2017 LifeWay Christian Resources

WATER  
TO BLOOD

Exodus 7:14-25

The waters of 
the Nile turned 
to blood.

FROGS

Exodus 8:1-15

Frogs infested 
the land of 
Egypt.

GNATS/
MOSQUITOES

Exodus 8:16-19

Small stinging 
insects 
swarmed the 
land of Egypt. 

FLIES

Exodus 8:20-32

Swarms of 
flies, possibly a 
biting variety, 
infested the 
land of Egypt. 

DEATH OF 
THE CATTLE

Exodus 9:1-7

A serious 
disease killed 
the cattle 
belonging to 
the Egyptians. 

BOILS

Exodus 9:8-12

A skin disease 
infected the 
Egyptians.

HAIL

Exodus 9:13-35

A hailstorm 
destroyed the 
grain fields 
of Egypt but 
spared the 
land of Goshen 
inhabited by 
the Israelites.

LOCUSTS

Exodus 10:1-20

Locusts 
stripped Egypt 
of plant life.

DARKNESS

Exodus 10:21-29

A deep darkness 
covered the land 
of Egypt for 
three days.

DEATH OF THE 
FIRSTBORN

Exodus 11:1–12:30

The firstborn of 
every Egyptian 
family died.

The Ten Plagues

Adapted from the Holman Book of Biblical Charts, Maps, and Reconstructions (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 1993).
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  PACK ITEM 11

Poster: Exodus 6:7
Session 2

Display Exodus 6:7 on a whiteboard or large 
sheet of paper. 

  PACK ITEM 12

Poster: Exodus 15:2
Session 4

Display Exodus 15:2 on a whiteboard or 
large sheet of paper.

  PACK ITEM 13

Poster: Exodus 33:14
Session 8

Display Exodus 33:14 on a whiteboard or 
large sheet of paper. 

  PACK ITEM 14

Poster: Leviticus 16:30
Sessions 10,12

Display Leviticus 16:30 on a whiteboard or 
large sheet of paper.

Pack Item 12 example from Explore the Bible Leader 
Pack (The Pack is available for purchase at LifeWay.com/
ExploreTheBible.)

Exodus 15:2

ITEM 12: Poster: Exodus 15:2   Explore the Bible Adult Leader Pack, Fall 2017   Suggested Use: Sessions 1-13   © Copyright 2017 LifeWay Christian Resources

Pack Item 11 example from Explore the Bible Leader 
Pack (The Pack is available for purchase at LifeWay.com/
ExploreTheBible.)

I will take youpeople,as my 

God.and I will
be your 

Exodus 6:7

ITEM 11: Poster: Exodus 6:7   Explore the Bible Adult Leader Pack, Fall 2017   Suggested Use: Sessions 1-13   © Copyright 2017 LifeWay Christian Resources
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Glory: A Hebrew 
Understanding
by Stephen J. Andrews 

The Hebrew concept of “glory” derives from a common West Semitic verb (kabed) meaning 
“to be heavy” or “weighty.” Etymologically, the Hebrew word for “liver” (kabed) may also be 
connected to this same verb. People of the ancient Near East considered the liver to be the 
heaviest and most important organ in the body. They valued it for use in divination (Ezek. 
21:21). The Old Testament, however, seldom uses the word for “liver” (fourteen times); this 
omission may reflect Israel’s hostility to the practice.

On the other hand, the verb kabed occurs 114 times in the Old Testament. The literal 
sense of the verb, “to be heavy,” occurs twice (1 Sam. 4:18; 2 Sam. 14:26), but the majority 
of occurrences are figurative. Most of these are negative in meaning where “heavy” or 
“weighty” implies that something is “difficult” or “burdensome,” something that weighs 
upon or oppresses someone (Ps. 38:4; Prov. 27:3). 

The figurative connotation can also be positive. In such cases, the verb “be weighty” 
carries the sense of being noteworthy or important. The implication extends beyond the 
more abstract English term “honor” to suggest having respect, esteem, and even veneration 
(Ex. 20:12; Pss. 22:23; 86:12; Isa. 60:13). When people used the verb to express religious 
honor to God, it denoted a concrete human response based on God’s love and mercy (Ps. 
50:15). For those who glorify Him, God will reciprocate in kind (1 Sam. 2:30). 

Since the Hebrew noun translated “glory” (kabod) in the Old Testament is derived from 
the verb kabed, it shares in the same dual connotation of “be heavy” and “be honored.” 
It displays both theological and non-theological usages. For example, non-theological or 
secular uses of kabod are in Isaiah 22:24; 66:12; and Nahum 2:9; here the noun refers 
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to a burden of responsibility or abundance of material items. Likewise the noun refers 
to architectural splendor (Hag. 2:3); nature (Isa. 35:2; 60:13); and human distinction, 
position, reputation, or honor (1 Sam. 2:8; Ps. 112:9; Prov. 15:33; 20:3). Kings, priests, 
and sages are due honor (Ex. 28:2,40; Ps. 21:5; Prov. 3:35), but not fools (Prov. 26:1,8; Eccl. 
10:1). Parents should also receive glory (Mal. 1:6; see also Ex. 20:12). Proper conduct also 
produces honor (Prov. 15:33). 

The most distinctive use of the noun kabod, however, points to God’s manifest splendor 
and glorious majesty (Ps. 145:5). The noun is used about forty-five times to refer to a visible 
manifestation of God. The “the Lord’s glory” (Hebrew kebod) fills the whole earth (Num. 
14:21; Ps. 72:19; Isa. 6:3), indwells the tabernacle and temple (Ex. 40:34-35; 1 Kings 8:11; 
2 Chron. 7:3; Ezek. 10:4), and reaches the heavens (Pss. 57:5,11; 97:6). 

God revealed this “glory” to His people and associated it with certain items. The Lord 
disclosed His glory to Israel in a cloud (Ex. 16:10; 24:16) and a consuming fire (24:17). He 
displayed His glory to Moses (33:18,22), Aaron (Num. 16:42; 20:6), the elders (Deut. 5:24), 
and to the entire community (Num. 14:10; 16:19). God’s glory is associated with His throne 
(Jer. 14:21; 17:12), over the ark of the covenant and the cherubim (1 Sam. 4:21-22), and in 
Jerusalem (Zech. 2:5). David stated that God crowned mankind with glory and majesty 
(Ps. 8:5). Even the priest’s garments were to reflect His glory and beauty (Ex. 28:2,40). 

Several Old Testament texts depict God as the universal and eternal King. Because He 
is King, people are to honor Him above all others. He is the “God of the Glory” (Ps. 29:3) 
and the “King of the Glory” (24:7-10, emphases added). In each case of these verses, the 
definite article “the” is placed in front of the noun kabod (“glory”). His is a kingdom of glory 
(145:11-12). He will not surrender His glory to anyone else, let alone idols (Isa. 42:8; 48:11). 

The manifestation of God’s glory 
produces reverence (Lev. 9:23-24; 
Ezek. 1:28; 3:23), a yearning to be 
in His presence (Ps. 63:1-2), and the 
promise of a future life (73:24). His 
glory will endure forever (104:31). It 
is worthy of praise (66:2; 145:11). 

Three times the psalmist appeals 
in Psalm 96 for people to recognize 
God’s glory (vv. 3,7,8). Verse 3 calls 
the people to “declare [God’s] glory 
among the nations.” Then later, in a 
set of instructions for worship (vv. 
7-9), the psalmist tells the same 
group to “ascribe to the Lord glory 

and strength” and “ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name.” The call to recognize the 
honor and glory that God deserves as King plays a significant part in the theological 
meaning of the psalm. It is a reminder that since God is King over all the nations, His 
glory deserves to be acknowledged and proclaimed. 

That glory can now be seen in Jesus Christ (Isa. 4:2). As the one and only Son, He came 
to glorify the Father (John 1:14; 17:1-5). So when we faithfully proclaim Jesus, we declare 
God’s glory to the nations (Ps. 96:3). 

This article is adapted from an article that originally appeared in the Summer 2015 issue of Biblical Illustrator. Stephen J. Andrews is professor of Old 
Testament, Hebrew, and archaeology and is director of the Morton-Seats Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology at Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Kansas City, Missouri. 
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Holy: A Word Study
By Francis Kimmitt

In Leviticus 11:44-45, the Lord commanded His people, “For I am the Lord your God, so 
you must consecrate yourselves and be holy because I am holy.” To the modern ear, those 
words are unsettling. How can we be like the Creator and Sustainer of the universe? What 
is God calling us to be when He tells us to “be holy”? 

“Holy” is one of the most common Old Testament words. The Hebrew verb form is 
qadash and occurs 171 times. The noun form, derived from the verb, is qodesh; it appears 
470 times in the Hebrew Old Testament. The other common derivative of the verb form 
is the adjective qadosh, occurring 116 times. The basic meaning of the verb is to belong to 
the realm of the sacred, as opposed to belonging to what is common or profane. The noun 
and adjectival forms refer to and describe, respectively, people, places, and things that God 
deems sacred. 

The biblical concept of holiness has its foundation in God Himself. He is the source of 
the sacred; He imparts holiness to people, places, and objects. When God revealed Himself 
to Moses at the burning bush (Ex. 3), He informed Moses that the ground on which he 
stood was holy because of God’s presence. The Lord set the ark of the covenant apart as 
holy because the holy one Himself was present there (1 Sam. 6:19-20). The temple, in 
particular the holy of holies, was sacred because Yahweh placed His name there forever (2 
Chron. 7:16) and because it housed the ark. 

Exodus 31:12-17 explains the Lord made the Sabbath sacred for His people: “It is a 
sign forever between me and the Israelites, for in six days the Lord made the heavens and 
the earth, but on the seventh day he rested and was refreshed” (v. 17). This establishment 
helps us understand the concept of holy. The first six days of the week are common or 
profane. They are days for working and for carrying out the normal activities. The seventh 
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day, however, is set apart. No work is to be done. To emphasize the seriousness of this 
command, the Lord specified that any Israelite who performed any kind of work on the 
Sabbath was to be put to death (v. 15). That individual profaned or made common the 
Sabbath by the very act of working. Because the Lord set apart the seventh day as sacred 
to Himself, a person who performed any act of work on the Sabbath not only disobeyed 
an explicit command from Him but also denigrated God’s inherent nature. The Lord 
established the Sabbath as a day of rest from all labor and as a perpetual sign of the 
covenant relationship He made with His people (vv. 16-17). 

Since God Himself is holy in His essence, He therefore calls His people to be holy. 
Throughout the Books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, God provided 
instructions for how to become holy and how to maintain that holiness. The Lord was 
the basis of humanity’s call and ability to be holy. The presence of God with all believers 
enables them to live out their lives in a holy relationship with the one who created and 
saved them. This holy relationship calls for a response from those who confess Him as 
Lord: live pure and clean lives.

Arguably the most cogent biblical reference to this call is Isaiah’s temple vision (Isa. 6). 
The prophet was in the Lord’s presence, in His holy temple. The seraphim were worshiping 
and serving the King on His throne. They continually called out to one another: “Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord of Armies; his glory fills the whole earth” (Isa. 6:3). 

The heavenly beings’ praise caused Isaiah to understand that God alone is holy, 
probably leading to his most common title for God: the Holy One of Jacob/Israel. This 
passage teaches the believer that “what is holy is distinct from whatever does not pertain 
to deity.”1 The character of Israel’s God determined the meaning and understanding for 
Israel. God is holy; He is not like any other being on earth or in heaven. He is pure and 
good and completely without evil. Thus, He demands the same moral and ethical behavior 
from His people. 

When the Lord brought the Hebrews to Mount Sinai, He called them to be a “holy 
nation” to Himself (Ex. 19:6). How did Israel manifest itself as God’s holy nation and not 
profane Him? God gave all of the laws of the Pentateuch in order to show His people how 
to live holy lives and be sacred to Him. Centuries later, the prophets called God’s people 
not to oppress those who were helpless (Jer. 34:16; Amos 2:6-7) and, in so doing, not to 
profane God’s holy name. 

Today we are called in the same manner: “As obedient children, do not be conformed 
to the desires of your former ignorance. But as the one who called you is holy, you also 
are to be holy in all your conduct; for it is written, Be holy, because I am holy” (1 Pet. 1:14-
16). We, too, are called to be holy—and we can be holy. We can be set apart and behave 
ethically because of the presence of God with us and within us. We do not act in a manner 
that profanes and makes common our God and His relationship with His creation. We 
behave ethically in all activities, and we obey His commandments. 

1. John N. Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah: Chapters 1–39 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986), 180.

This article is adapted from an article that originally appeared in the Spring 2014 issue of Biblical Illustrator. Francis Kimmitt is professor of Old Testament 
and Hebrew at Bryan College in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
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Old Testament Offerings
By John Traylor 

Leviticus 1–7 provided the manual of instructions for the five main offerings the Israelites were 
to bring to approach God, to have their sins covered, and to be at one with God and others. 
Looking at these offerings will remind us of Christ’s redemptive work and how we should 
respond to God and others in worship. Previously, God had allowed worshipers to present 
offerings at various places. Now, to be accepted on behalf of the worshiper, the Lord required all 
offerings to be brought to the altar at the tabernacle entrance (1:3-4). The restriction of sacrifice 
to the altar at the tabernacle and later to the temple pointed to Christ’s sacrifice of Himself at 
Calvary as the one and only offering to take away sin (see 1 Chron. 22:1; Luke 23:33). 

In His first series of instructions, God described procedures for the burnt offering (Lev. 
1:2-17), the grain offering (2:1-16), and the fellowship offering (3:1-17). These offerings, 
voluntarily given, provided a pleasing aroma to the Lord (1:9,13,17; 2:2,12; 3:5,16). “Pleasing” 
translates a Hebrew word meaning “rest.” These Old Testament offerings point to Christ who 
“gave himself for us, a sacrificial and fragrant offering to God” (Eph. 5:2). Through Christ’s 
death, we who were enemies with God have been declared righteous by Christ’s blood (Rom. 
5:9-10). 

THE BURNT OFFERING 

The burnt offering could be called the whole burnt offering, since the priest would “burn all of it 
on the altar” (Lev. 1:9). The worshiper would bring his burnt offering to receive forgiveness and 
to consecrate himself to God. The offering signified that the worshiper had surrendered his or 
her life to God and that God had completely accepted the worshiper. Offerings from the herd 
(v. 3), the flock (v. 10), or the birds (v. 14) would allow for different economic circumstances. 
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However, God expected the best from each person (1 Chron. 21:24). In an animal sacrifice, God 
required “an unblemished male” (Lev. 1:3,10). That would represent the worshiper’s best and 
would point to the spotless Christ who sacrificed Himself to make possible our forgiveness and 
consecration to God. By laying his hand on the burnt offering, the worshiper would symbolize 
the transfer of his life to that of his sacrificial animal. His sacrifice thus would “be accepted 
on his behalf” (v. 4) to cover his sin and bring him into proper relationship with God. The 
worshiper would now be free to give his whole self in devotion to the Lord. 

THE GRAIN OFFERING 

Worshipers would voluntarily bring the grain offering to express gratitude to God (2:1). It 
could be baked, grilled, or prepared in a pan (vv. 4,5,7). The offering was to be made of the 
best flour and mixed with oil, frankincense, and salt. Frankincense, which was expensive, 
added value and exuded a sweet aroma when smoked on the altar. The salt—“the salt of the 
covenant with your God” (v. 13)—symbolized the pure, everlasting relationship God had 
established with His people. God forbade the use of leaven and honey, agents of fermentation 
that symbolized corruption, in offerings of sweet aroma (v. 11). 

The majority of the grain offering went to the priests to provide for their needs. However, 
the priests were to offer a “memorial portion” (vv. 2,9) as “a pleasing aroma to the Lord” (v. 2). 
The basic idea in “memorial” is to remember. Through this offering the worshiper showed he 
remembered to thank God for His provisions, to consecrate himself and his provisions to 
God, and to provide for the priests who had no portion in the land but were to be cared for 
by the offerings of God’s people. 

The firstfruits offering was a special kind of grain offering (v. 14). After a barren winter 
in which the people ate dried, stored food, the firstfruits of the ground would be precious. 
The people were not to devour greedily the firstfruits but were to offer them in thanksgiving 
to God for the coming harvest symbolized by the firstfruits. Christ presented Himself as 
a firstfruits offering on resurrection day. As such, Christ symbolized and guaranteed the 
resurrection of life for all who believe in Him (1 Cor. 15:20-23). 

THE FELLOWSHIP OFFERING 

The fellowship or peace offering provided a joyous meal that the worshiper and the priests 
would eat before the Lord to celebrate God’s blessings. The worshipers celebrated being at 
peace with God, with God’s ministers, and with fellow worshipers. Worshipers would bring 
the fellowship sacrifice to thank God for salvation, for answered prayers, or for an unexpected 
blessing. People also gave fellowship offerings to pay the vow they made in pleading for 
salvation or simply as a freewill offering (7:12,16). 

In contrast with the burnt offering, only select inward parts of the fellowship sacrifice 
would go up as “a pleasing aroma to the Lord” (3:5). The remainder of the sacrifice would be 
given to the worshiper and the priest for their respective meals. Eating the meal before the Lord 
would signify God’s presence with them (Deut. 12:7). The requirement for the priest to sprinkle 
the sacrificial blood on the altar shows the need for forgiveness to produce the peace. Christ 
made the ultimate peace offering. Through His sacrificial blood, believers become reconciled 
to God and to one another and become ambassadors for Christ to bring peace to those who 
embrace Christ (2 Cor. 5:17-21). 
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THE SIN OFFERING 

The expression “then the Lord spoke to Moses” (Lev. 4:1) signals instructions for a new 
series of offerings: the sin offering (4:1–5:13) and the guilt offering (5:14–6:7). In the case 
of burnt offerings, grain offerings, and fellowship offerings, God spoke of freewill sacrifices 
worshipers should bring to express love for Him. In the case of sin offerings and restitution 
offerings, God described sacrifices that those who were out of fellowship with Him and 
others were to bring to cover their sin and to make needed restitution. 

The sin offering provided atonement for unintentional sins (4:2). No offering of the law 
covered high-handed sins, such as despising God’s Word and refusing to abide by the verdicts 
of those who ministered in God’s stead (Deut. 17:12-13). Such sinners would be put to death 
with their iniquity upon them (Num. 15:30-31). However, even sinners like David who 
deserved death for adultery and murder could find cleansing and restoration in God’s mercy 
and grace when they sought forgiveness with a broken and contrite heart (Ps. 51:1,16-17). 

God provided in the sin offering procedures to atone for the unintentional sin of the high 
priest (Lev. 4:3-12), the whole community (vv. 13-21), a tribal leader (vv. 22-26), and a common 
person (4:27–5:13). The Scriptures do not explain why it describes only the atonement for the 
common people as being “a pleasing aroma to the Lord” (4:31). Further, interpreters offer different 
explanations about why the priest could not eat the flesh of the sin offering whose blood had been 
sprinkled before the veil to atone for the holy place and why it had to be burned in a ceremonially 
clean place outside the camp (6:30; 4:6,17). Was it burned outside the camp to demonstrate the 
wages of sin, which would be separation from God and destruction by fire? Or was it too holy to 
abide among the people or to be eaten by the priest? In either case, the ultimate meaning points to 
Christ, who was made an offering for sin (Isa. 53:10). 

THE GUILT OFFERING 

God required a restitution offering when someone offended Him and in the process hurt 
another person. The restitution offering was the same as the sin offering, except the sacrifice 
to God had to be accompanied by a payment to the offended party (Lev. 7:7). The payment 
would be the value assessed by the priest plus a twenty percent penalty. Atonement for sin 
against a neighbor required making matters right with the neighbor before offering a sacrifice 
to God (6:5-6). That provided the basis for Jesus’ command to leave our gift at the altar and go 
first to be reconciled to our neighbor and then to make our sacrifice to God (Matt. 5:23-24). 

NEW TESTAMENT PERSPECTIVE 

The Old Testament offerings could not take away sin in themselves but foreshadowed Christ’s 
redemptive work. “For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Heb. 
10:4). What the blood of beasts could not do, Christ accomplished with His precious blood. 

What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.1 

Those who accept His sacrifice as the offering for their sin experience complete redemption. 

1. Robert Lowry, “Nothing But the Blood” in The Worship Hymnal (Nashville: LifeWay Worship, 2008), 223. 

This article is adapted from an article that appeared in the Spring 2010 issue of Biblical Illustrator. John Traylor is a retired pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Monroe, Louisiana. 
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Session 1 The Gospel Message  >  Acts 13:26-39

Session 2 Misguided Worship  >  Acts 14:8-20

Session 3 Available to All  >  Acts 15:6-11,24-31

Session 4 The Promised One  >  Luke 2:25-38

Session 5 Strengthened  >  Acts 15:36-41; 16:1-5

Session 6 A Changed Family  >  Acts 16:22-34

Session 7 The Unknown Known  >  Acts 17:22-34

Session 8 Value All  >  Acts 16:16-19; Psalm 139:13-16

Session 9 Incomplete Picture  >  Acts 18:24-28; 19:1-7

Session 10 Delivered  >  Acts 20:22-35

Session 11 The Testimony  >  Acts 22:3-8,15-22

Session 12 Answering Critics  >  Acts 26:19-29

Session 13 Always on Mission  >  Acts 28:17-28

ACTS 13–28
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