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The Bible tells us that God originally planned 
a world that worked perfectly—where 
everything and everyone fit together in 
harmony. God made each of us with a 
purpose—to worship Him and walk with 
Him. (See Genesis 1:31 and Psalm 19:1.)

Life doesn’t work when we ignore God and 
His original design for our lives. We selfishly 
insist on doing things our own way. The 
Bible calls this sin. Sin leads to a place of 
brokenness. The consequence of our sin is 
separation from God—in this life and for  
all of eternity. (See Romans 3:23 and  
Romans 6:23.)

At this point we need a remedy—some 
good news. Because of His love, God did not 
leave us in our brokenness. Jesus, God in 
human flesh, came to us and lived perfectly 
according to God’s Design. Jesus came to 
rescue us—to do for us what we could not 
do for ourselves. He took our sin and shame 
to the cross, paying the penalty of our sin 
by His death. Jesus was then raised from the 
dead—to provide the only way for us to be 
rescued and restored to a relationship with 
God. (See John 3:16, Colossians 2:14, and  
1 Corinthians 15:3-4.)

We don’t have the power to escape this 
brokenness on our own. We need to be 
rescued. We must ask God to forgive us—
turning from sin to trust in Jesus. This is what 
it means to repent and believe. Believing, 
we receive new life through Jesus. God turns 
our lives in a new direction. (See Mark 1:15, 
Ephesians 2:8-9, and Romans 10:9.)

When God restores our relationship to Him, 
we begin to discover meaning and purpose 
in a broken world. Now we can pursue God’s 
Design in all areas of our lives. God’s Spirit 
empowers us to recover His Design and 
assures us of His presence in this life and 
for all of eternity. (See Philippians 2:13 and 
Ephesians 2:10.)

Now that you have heard this Good News, 
God wants you to respond to Him. You can 
talk to Him using words like these: My life is 
broken—I recognize it’s because of my sin. 
I believe Christ came to live, die, and was 
raised from the dead—to rescue me from my 
sin. Forgive me. I turn from my selfish ways 
and put my trust in You. I know that Jesus is 
Lord of all, and I will follow Him.

Excerpted from Life on Mission: A Simple Way to Share 
the Gospel.

LIFE BY DESIGN

We live in a broken world. This brokenness is seen in suffering, 
violence, poverty, pain, and death around us. Brokenness leads  
us to search for a way to make LIFE work.
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A WORD FROM THE GENERAL EDITOR

This quarter we have the privilege of studying 
the second half of the Gospel of Matthew. 
Chapters 14–28 of Matthew offer a unique and 
challenging perspective into the last six months 
of Jesus’ earthly ministry. Together, we will 
discover the true identity of Jesus Christ and 
the impact He made on the first generation of 
Christ followers. This study will enable each 
of us to get into the ears and hearts of the 

first disciples as they listen to Jesus, walk with Him, and see their 
Lord crucified. 

As important as it is to understand clearly the first-century 
historical context of the first Gospel in the New Testament, we will 
also be challenged to hear the teachings of Jesus with our own ears 
and to follow this Messiah with all our hearts. There will be some 
uncomfortable and provoking passages in the last part of Matthew’s 
Gospel, yet one of Matthew’s primary purposes is that each listener 
will encounter the prophesied Messiah. As the Gospel writer 
indicates, the condition of our hearts will determine our response to 
the very clear and simple message that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
offers each believer a place in the family of God.  

Rodney Woo

Dr . Rodney M . Woo is Senior Pastor of the International Baptist Church in Singapore . 
Before his call to Singapore, he was the senior pastor of Wilcrest Baptist Church in 
Houston, Texas, and a professor at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and 
Houston Baptist University . Dr . Woo holds a B .A . from East Texas Baptist University and 
a M .Div . and Ph .D . from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary . He is the author of 
The Color of Church: A Biblical and Practical Paradigm for Multiracial Churches . 
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Terms listed here are identified in the Bible commentary with a dot (•).

WORD WISE

Bethphage [BETH fayj]—a small village on the Mount of Olives near Bethany or 
near the road between Jerusalem and Jericho; means “house of unripe figs”

Blasphemy—literally means “to speak harm”; an attitude of disrespect directed 
against the character of God

Caesarea Philippi [sess uh REE uh-FIL ih pigh]—a city located about 25 miles 
north of the Sea of Galilee; place where Peter confessed Jesus as the Christ; likely 
the place where the transfiguration of Jesus occurred

Elí, Elí, lemá sabachtháni [ee ligh-ee ligh-lah mah-sah BAHK thah nigh]—a 
cry of Jesus from the cross; Hebrew quotation from Psalm 22:1: “My God, my God, 
why have you abandoned me?”

Gethsemane [geth SEM uh nih]—a garden outside the city of Jerusalem on the 
Mount of Olives; the place where Jesus went often for prayer; means “olive press”

Hosanna [hoh ZAN nuh]—Hebrew or Aramaic word meaning “save now”

Mount of Olives—a two-and-a-half mile long ridge of hills east of the city of 
Jerusalem, heavily covered with olive trees

Nazarene [NAZ uh reen]—a person from the town of Nazareth, located in 
Galilee; the town did not have a good reputation, likely due to an unpolished 
dialect and lack of culture

Parable—a story used to teach spiritual insights; the word means “putting 
alongside for purposes of comparison”

Passover—a Jewish festival commemorating the final plague on Egypt when the 
firstborn son of the Egyptians died and the Israelites were spared because of the 
blood smeared on their doorposts

Son of Man—Jesus’ favorite self-designation; emphasizes His identification with 
humanity, whom He came to save, and also His divine nature as the Messiah; the 
prophet Daniel prophesied of the coming of the Son of Man in the clouds to rule 
over an eternal kingdom (Dan . 7:13-14)

Zebedee [ZEB uh dee]—a fisherman from Capernaum in Galilee and the father of 
James and John, two of Jesus’ disciples

Zion [ZIGH uhn]—originally a fortified hill of pre-Israelite Jerusalem belonging to 
the Jebusites, but taken by King David who made the city of Jerusalem his capital; 
also came to denote the people of Israel in general

© LifeWay 2017
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INTRODUCTION TO MATTHEW
Throughout the history of the world, kings have ruled over kingdoms. 
While some of the kingdoms may have been small, others took in vast 
territories. When we read about these kings and their reigns, we’re 
fascinated by the power they exerted over their kingdoms and the 
reach of their authority into the lives of their subjects. We’re intrigued 
by the sincerity of their kindness, or we’re troubled at the depth of 
their cruelty.

Citizens of the kingdom of God enjoy knowing more about the reign 
of Christ. He’s the Son of God and our King. The reach of His kingdom 
overwhelms us. It includes every person who has given his or her life to 
Him. At the same time, we’re moved by the way He enables the citizens of 
His kingdom to live for Him with joy and contentment. 

The Gospel of Matthew provides kingdom citizens with rich 
insights into Jesus’ life and ministry. In this important Bible book, we 
come to know Him in a way that helps us to live for Him. When we 
study what Matthew has written, we will love Christ more completely, 
follow Him more sincerely, look forward to His return with greater 
confidence, and bend our knees and bows our hearts in anticipation of 
His eternal reign. 

  BACKGROUND
Writer—The identity of the person who wrote the Gospel of Matthew 
isn’t formally stated in the Bible book itself. However, two important 
clues point to Matthew, one of the twelve disciples of Jesus Christ, as 
the writer. First, the earliest manuscripts of Matthew’s Gospel ascribe 
it to him. Second, the name of the tax collector in Matthew 9:9-13 
was Matthew. That’s the only place in which Matthew was given as 
the name of the tax collector who followed Jesus as a disciple. In the 
other accounts of the same story, he’s referred to as Levi (Mark 2:14; 
Luke 5:27). Levi was the name his parents gave to him. Matthew was 
probably the name given to him after he devoted his life to Christ. The 
name meant “the gift of God.”  
Date—No one knows for certain when Matthew wrote his Gospel 
account. Scholars generally agree that he wrote it late in the first 
century, although none of them can be more exact with regard to the 
date. Their estimates range from A.D. 60 to 90. 

© LifeWay 2017
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Purpose—Insights from the Bible book itself confirm that Matthew 
wanted to show how the Old Testament prophecies about the 
Messiah had been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Further, there is a call to 
faith in the long-awaited Messiah for unbelieving Jews and a strong 
biblical affirmation for believing Jews to use this Gospel to persuade 
unbelieving Jews to faith. The people who read his account would 
probably have been familiar with the Old Testament. Perhaps they 
were Jewish people who relied on the Old Testament to give them 
certainty about the identity of the Messiah. Of course, Matthew’s 
Gospel account accomplished another important purpose as well. It 
provided believers with plenty of information regarding what Jesus 
taught as well as the actions He took during His ministry. 

  KEY MESSAGES/THEMES
The Book of Matthew declares some significant messages about Jesus. 
These messages serve as key themes that can be seen throughout this 
valuable Bible book.

Jesus is the Son of God. The Galilean preacher named Jesus is 
actually the Son of God whose birth was announced to Joseph by 
an angel. In addition, His life and ministry verified His unique 
relationship with His Father.  

Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah. 
Throughout His ministry, Jesus left no doubt about His identity. He 
was the promised Messiah whom God’s people had been longing 
to see.

Followers of Jesus Christ devote themselves to growing as His 
disciples. As citizens of the kingdom of God, followers of Christ make 
spiritual growth a distinct priority. Growing in Him consistently leads 
to serving Him faithfully and wholeheartedly.

The end of the age will come. One day, the plan of God will be 
completed, and He will return for His followers. For that reason, 
believers remain alert and live in hope.

Jesus died on the cross and was resurrected. Christ died on the cross 
in keeping with His Father’s will. He was raised from the grave and 
assures Christians of victory over death.

Believers have been commissioned to share the gospel of Christ. 
Followers of Christ have been given a mandate to make Him known 
to the whole world and to guide believers so they can become 
growing disciples.

© LifeWay 2017
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OUTLINE OF MATTHEW

I.  Birth and Infancy of Jesus (Matt. 1:1–2:23)

II. Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (Matt. 3:1–4:25)

III. Discourse One: The Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:1–7:29)

IV. Jesus’ First Miracles (Matt. 8:1–9:34)

V. Discourse Two: Ministry of Jesus’ Disciples (Matt. 9:35–10:42)

VI. Responses to Jesus’ Ministry (Matt. 11:1–12:50)

VII. Discourse Three: Parables about the Kingdom (Matt. 13:1-58)

VIII. Close of Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (Matt. 14:1–16:28)

IX. Preparing for His Death (Matt. 17:1-27)

X. Discourse Four: Character of Jesus’ Disciples (Matt. 18:1-35)

XI. Jesus’ Ministry on the Way to Jerusalem (Matt. 19:1–20:34)

XII. Jesus’ Ministry in Jerusalem (Matt. 21:1–23:39)

XIII. Discourse Five: Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24:1–25:46)

XIV. Betrayal, Crucifixion, and Burial (Matt. 26:1–27:66)

XV. Resurrection and Commission (Matt. 28:1-20)

© LifeWay 2017
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Who Is Jesus?
Jesus is the Christ to whom all of Scripture points.

MATTHEW 16:13-28
13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 They replied, 
“Some say John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still others, Jeremiah 
or one of the prophets.” 15 “But you,” he asked them, “who do you 
say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus responded, “Blessed are you, Simon 
son of Jonah, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but 
my Father in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
overpower it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 

Session  1
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and whatever you bind on earth will have been bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will have been loosed in heaven.” 20 Then 
he gave the disciples orders to tell no one that he was the Messiah. 
21 From then on Jesus began to point out to his disciples that it was 
necessary for him to go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from 
the elders, chief priests, and scribes, be killed, and be raised the 
third day. 22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, “Oh no, 
Lord! This will never happen to you!” 23 Jesus turned and told Peter, 
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me because you’re not 
thinking about God’s concerns but human concerns.” 24 Then Jesus 
said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to follow after me, let him deny 
himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life because of me will 
find it. 26 For what will it benefit someone if he gains the whole world 
yet loses his life? Or what will anyone give in exchange for his life? 
27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory 
of his Father, and then he will reward each according to what he has 
done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not 
taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

Highlight the different opinions about Jesus’ identity. How did each 
identity fall short when compared to Jesus’ true identity? 

Notice how Jesus addressed Peter at different points in the conversation. 
How did Peter’s understanding and misunderstanding play a role in 
this conversation? 

FIRST THOUGHTS
When the word “identity” comes to mind, we tend to think about a 
picture on a driver’s license or an ID card. We need a picture ID to verify 

© LifeWay 2017
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that we are who we say we are. Have you ever faced the difficulty of 
trying to convince someone of your true identity? You may remember an 
awkward moment when you were the person who misidentified someone 
else. Social media can add to our frustration as people whom we have 
never met contact us. Being correctly identified is vital in business, 
relationships, and other aspects of life. 

Describe an experience when you were misidentified. In what ways can 
incorrect identification harm reputations and relationships? 

Matthew gives us an account in which Jesus talks with His disciples 
about His identity. In this account, Jesus shows His disciples then 
and now the need to identify Him correctly. Everyone seems to have 
an opinion about who Jesus is and what He came to do. Some of the 
opinions come close to what the Bible teaches, while others have no 
basis in truth. Believers share a conviction about Jesus that compels 
us to declare that He is the Christ. Declaring Him to be the Messiah 
means something to us, in us, and through us. The account in Matthew 
encourages us to make our declaration and to live it out each day.

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
MATTHEW 14:1–16:28
Matthew 14 marks the beginning of a new chapter in the ministry 
of Jesus. He brought His ministry in Galilee to a close and began to 
prepare for the cross. Up to this point, His disciples had seen Him 
preach, teach, heal, and perform other miracles. However, they did not 
know what lay ahead. 

Jesus started to prepare His disciples for the challenges of the 
cross. He talked with them about His identity and the implications of 
declaring Him to be the Messiah. In Matthew 16:13-28, Jesus asked His 
disciples two questions about His identity. Peter shared the disciples’ 
answer to the second question. Their answer was the result of what 
had been revealed to them. Accordingly, they proclaimed that Jesus 
was the Messiah. Jesus asserted that such a proclamation would be 
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foundational for the church. He went on to teach them that proclaiming 
Him to be the Christ implied that they would follow Him by making 
Him their sole priority. Jesus assured them that giving themselves to 
Him in complete devotion would enrich their lives. He also asserted 
that after He suffered, He would be glorified, and that some of them 
would behold Him as He came in His kingdom. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
MISUNDERSTOOD IDENTITY (MATT. 16:13-14)

VERSE 13
13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 

The time had come for Jesus to get His disciples away for a while. The 
challenge ahead of them would be difficult. Soon, they would see Jesus 
condemned to die on the cross. Preparing for such a challenge required 
them to be alone with Him. The region of •Caesarea Philippi, 25 miles 
north of the Sea of Galilee, provided that time without interruption. 

Somewhere in their journey through the region, Jesus asked His 
disciples two questions. The first question involved what others had 
been saying about His identity. In His question, He referred to Himself 
as the •Son of Man (see p. 6). The title came from Daniel 7:13-14 and 
was Jesus’ favorite title for Himself. In the Book of Matthew alone, He 
referred to Himself as the Son of Man 28 times.  

BIBLE SKILL:  Review other passages to gain a clearer understanding. 

Read Hebrews 4:15; John 1:1,14; and Acts 17:3. Reflect on how only God the 
Son could maintain both human and divine identities at the same time. How 
does Jesus’ humanity help us relate to Him? How would you describe the unity 
and necessity of the human and the divine in the Person of the Messiah?  
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VERSE 14
14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

Jesus’ disciples answered His question with various opinions, and 
each of them was complimentary. They reported that some people 
said that Jesus was John the Baptist. John paved the way for Jesus’ 
arrival. He preached a message about repenting in order to prepare for 
the coming of the Messiah. Because of his ministry, he was beheaded 
at the order of Herod (14:1-12). When some people saw Jesus, they 
believed that John the Baptist had been raised from the dead. Herod 
himself embraced that opinion (14:2).

In their response to Jesus’ question, they also mentioned Elijah. 
His prophetic work had won him an esteemed place in the minds and 
hearts of God’s people. As they paid attention to what Jesus said and 
did, they began to notice that Elijah’s ministry seemed to be repeated 
in Jesus. God’s power worked through both of them in similar ways. 
Some people believed that Jesus fulfilled an Old Testament promise 
that one day Elijah would return (Mal. 4:5). 

The people who considered Jesus to be Jeremiah probably had 
His prophetic work in mind. Like Jeremiah, Jesus did not cut corners 
with God’s Word. He spoke with conviction. Jeremiah and the other 
prophets had spoken with the same devotion to God’s truth.

Think about the people in your life—family, friends, and coworkers. What 
are some of their opinions about Jesus? Why do they have those opinions?

TRUE IDENTITY (MATT. 16:15-16)

VERSE 15
15 “But you,” he asked them, “who do you say that I am?” 

Turning their attention away from the opinions of others, Jesus 
directed the disciples to state their own convictions. He used the 
pronoun you twice as He raised the question with them. Obviously, 
He intended for them to answer the question for themselves. The 
disciples had been given plenty of opportunities to observe Jesus 
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with discerning eyes. They knew numerous opinions circulated about 
who He was. Each opinion might have picked up on at least one of 
His remarkable character traits. But nobody else would have been 
able to have the perspective of the twelve disciples. Therefore, their 
conviction about Him would speak volumes about His true identity.

VERSE 16
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.” 

The answer to Jesus’ question came from Simon Peter. But Peter only 
served as the spokesperson for all of the disciples. They shared the 
same conviction about Jesus that Peter expressed.

Peter’s answer confirmed that they had come to believe for 
themselves that Jesus was the fulfillment of Old Testament promises 
about the Messiah. The disciples also declared that Jesus was the 
Son of God. Furthermore, they confirmed without a doubt that He 
was the Son of the living God. Pagans living in the region of Caesarea 
Philippi wasted their time worshiping a lifeless deity named Pan. But 
the living God had sent His Son to be the long-awaited Messiah.

What evidence can you point to in Scripture that affirms Peter’s 
declaration? How does Peter’s declaration emphasize Jesus’ being both 
fully human and fully God? 

NEW IDENTITY (MATT. 16:17-20)

VERSE 17
17 Jesus responded, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, because 
flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but my Father in heaven. 

KEY DOCTRINE:  God the Son

Christ is the eternal Son of God.
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KEY DOCTRINE:  God the Son

Christ is the eternal Son of God.

Jesus affirmed that God Himself had given Peter his conviction about 
Him. Peter had not come to see that Jesus was the Messiah on the 
basis of human reasoning alone. His spiritual eyes had been opened 
so Jesus’ true identity could be revealed to him. Such a revelation 
would have been prompted by Jesus’ Father in heaven.  

VERSE 18
18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 

Jesus focused His attention on Peter by giving him a new name. 
Everyone knew him as Simon (16:17). From now on, however, he 
would be known as Peter, a name that meant rock. The declaration 
that he had made would become the rock on which Jesus would build 
His church. The church would be composed of people who declared 
Him to be the Messiah, or Christ. The church built by Jesus would 
be strong and invincible. The gates of Hades would constantly try to 
overpower the church, but they would be defeated.  

VERSE 19
19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth will have been bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will have been loosed in heaven.” 

Jesus told His disciples that the day would come when He would give 
keys to them. In other words, He would give them authority to bind 
and to loose. In those days, Jewish teachers used those two terms to 
talk about what would be permitted or prohibited. Under the authority 
of Jesus, the disciples would work in keeping with what had been 
already permitted or prohibited in heaven. As a result, the disciples’ 
work in the future would be synchronized with God’s plan in eternity. 

VERSE 20
20 Then he gave the disciples orders to tell no one that he was 
the Messiah. 

Jesus had given the disciples a small mountain of new information 
about His identity. They needed time to sort out the impact of 
their conviction regarding His identity. For now, they needed 
to remain silent about their certainty that He was the Messiah. 
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In the days ahead, they would gain more insight into what being a 
follower of Jesus Christ would mean. But for now they still needed to 
learn more about what following Him would require of them.

What influences can impact a person’s understanding of who Jesus is? 
How can a person know which influences carry the most weight? 

CROSS IDENTITY (MATT. 16:21-28)

VERSES 21-23
21 From then on Jesus began to point out to his disciples that it was 
necessary for him to go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from 
the elders, chief priests, and scribes, be killed, and be raised the 
third day. 22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, “Oh 
no, Lord! This will never happen to you!” 23 Jesus turned and told 
Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me because 
you’re not thinking about God’s concerns but human concerns.” 

For the first time, Jesus told the disciples that He would go to 
Jerusalem and suffer at the hands of religious leaders, be killed, and 
be raised the third day. 

Peter’s reaction to what Jesus told the disciples came quickly and 
emotionally. In fact, he rebuked Jesus for bringing up such a notion 
and assured Him that this would never happen. 

In response to Peter’s outburst, Jesus exposed Satan. He knew that 
Satan had manipulated Peter into rebuking Him. Using Peter to persuade 
Jesus to take an easier path would keep people from being saved. As a 
result of Satan’s manipulation, Peter became a hindrance to Jesus. 

VERSE 24
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to follow after 
me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 

This episode provided Jesus with an opportunity to teach His 
disciples a vital life principle. If they intended to follow Him, they 
would need to devote themselves to Him alone. They would have to 
deny themselves by abandoning their own priorities and making 
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Him their sole priority. Taking such a bold step would require them 
to put their personal ambitions and passions to death. In doing so, 
they would give up control of their lives and live for Christ. In that 
way, they would be able to devote themselves solely to Him. Then they 
could follow Him in the direction He would take them. 

VERSES 25-26
25 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life because of me will find it. 26 For what will it benefit 
someone if he gains the whole world yet loses his life? Or what will 
anyone give in exchange for his life? 

Jesus gave the reason for teaching His disciples to live by such a 
demanding spiritual principle. The path of discipleship leads to the 
life God intended for us. If we try to save our lives for ourselves, 
we will eventually be disappointed. Our lives will slip through our 
fingers. However, if we give our lives freely to Him, we will find life to 
be fulfilling and rewarding. Jesus promises us abundant and eternal 
life—something money cannot buy. 

VERSES 27-28
27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory 
of his Father, and then he will reward each according to what he has 
done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not 
taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

The cross would not be the end of Jesus’ ministry. Glory would await Him 
on the other side of His death. Jesus’ resurrection would pave the way for 
His glorification. It would also set the stage for His return. He assured His 
disciples that He would come again and reward people in keeping with 
what they had done in giving themselves to Him. He went on to tell the 
disciples that some of them would see Him coming in his kingdom. Three 
of them would see Him in that way on the mount of transfiguration 
(17:1-13). This may also be a reference to the resurrection of Jesus.

How can the desire for money and fame on earth get in the way of 
following Jesus? 

© LifeWay 2017



20 E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e |  P er son a l St u dy Gu i de

IN MY CONTEXT
•  Jesus is the promised Messiah and the only Son of God, regardless 

of what others may think.
•  Jesus’ redemptive purpose is realized through His church. 
•  Jesus demands total obedience borne out of our confession of Him. 

Discuss ways your Bible study group can help others better understand 
Jesus’ identity. Put together a plan for acting on what you discuss. 

Record your declaration of who you believe Jesus to be. Include evidence 
that supports your statement. With whom can you share this statement 
and evidence? 

Ask God to show you areas in your life where self needs to be denied. 
Identify steps you need to take to fully obey Jesus. 

MEMORY VERSE
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to follow after 
me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.” 
—Matthew 16:24
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Is Jesus Fully God?
As the Son, Jesus reveals God’s glory to humanity.

MATTHEW 17:1-13
1 After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and his brother John 
and led them up on a high mountain by themselves. 2 He was 
transfigured in front of them, and his face shone like the sun; his 
clothes became as white as the light. 3 Suddenly, Moses and Elijah 
appeared to them, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, 
“Lord, it’s good for us to be here. I will set up three shelters here: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still 
speaking, suddenly a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the 
cloud said: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased. 
Listen to him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown 

Session  2
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and were terrified. 7 Jesus came up, touched them, and said, “Get up; 
don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up they saw no one except Jesus 
alone. 9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded 
them, “Don’t tell anyone about the vision until the Son of Man is 
raised from the dead.” 10 So the disciples asked him, “Why then do 
the scribes say that Elijah must come first?” 11 “Elijah is coming 
and will restore everything,” he replied. 12 “But I tell you: Elijah has 
already come, and they didn’t recognize him. On the contrary, they 
did whatever they pleased to him. In the same way the Son of Man is 
going to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that 
he had spoken to them about John the Baptist.  

Highlight the descriptors used to characterize Jesus’ appearance. What do 
these descriptors reveal about Jesus? 

Compare the words said about Jesus in verse 5 with what was said 
at His baptism (Matt. 3:17). How do the statements give us greater 
understanding of Jesus’ identity? 

FIRST THOUGHTS
Most of us would be surprised by the full identity of our neighbors. To 
you he’s the guy that cooks hot dogs on the grill in his backyard every 
Saturday, but to his high school friends he is the clutch-hitter on the 
baseball team. Some people may let you know about their past glories, 
but most have moved on to other things. We only know part of who 
they are, and that is the part they allow us to see. We do the same thing, 
only revealing selected things about ourselves. 

Which of your past accomplishments do you think would surprise your 
neighbors the most? 
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Although Peter acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah, he did not 
completely comprehend who Jesus was. Matthew wrote about a 
mountaintop experience in the region of Caesarea Philippi that made 
a lasting impression on three of the disciples. Peter’s confusion on this 
mountain shows the danger of thinking Jesus is on an equal plane 
with historical leaders like Moses or Elijah. As we study the encounter 
on the mountain, we will come to see for ourselves that Christ alone 
deserves our reverence and devotion.

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
MATTHEW 17:1–18:35
Jesus led Peter, James, and John to a mountain in the region of 
Caesarea Philippi, north of the Sea of Galilee. There they witnessed 
God’s glory in Christ but missed the meaning of what they saw, 
at least at first. As they made their way down the mountain, the 
disciples questioned Jesus about Elijah’s role in the arrival of 
the Messiah (Matt. 17:1-13). 

They rejoined the other disciples, who had been unable to cast out 
a demon. Jesus showed them that they had no faith, and then He 
went on to talk about His death and resurrection. When they arrived 
in Capernaum, He sent Peter to catch a fish and to take the coin out 
of its mouth to pay their temple tax (17:14-27). 

Then Jesus answered the disciples’ question about greatness 
in His kingdom. He pointed to a child as the model for kingdom 
citizenship. He challenged the disciples to look after the children, 
and He reinforced His challenge with the parable of the lost sheep. 
After instructing His disciples about restoring a fellow believer, Jesus 
shared the parable of the unforgiving slave to drive home the need to 
forgive one another (18:1-35). 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
PRESENCE (MATT. 17:1-6)

VERSE 1
1 After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and his brother John and 
led them up on a high mountain by themselves. 
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Not all Bible scholars agree on the meaning of Matthew’s reference to 
six days. Some see a parallel to the meeting Moses had with God on 
Mount Sinai (see Ex. 24:16). Others suggest that the trip to the high 
mountain simply took six days to complete. Neither do all scholars agree 
on which mountain Jesus and the three disciples visited. However, we 
can be certain of one critical fact. Jesus took Peter, James, and John 
to a mountain so He could be alone with them. In the isolation offered 
by the mountain, they would have uninterrupted time to soak in what 
Jesus would reveal to them about His glory. 

VERSE 2
2 He was transfigured in front of them, and his face shone like the 
sun; his clothes became as white as the light. 

When Matthew wrote that Jesus was transfigured, he had in 
mind a change in appearance. Jesus’ face shone with a brilliance 
that resembled the sun shining on the disciples’ faces. The display 
of bright white light could even be seen in His clothes. Jesus’ 
transformed appearance pointed to His purity and holiness, and 
it also signaled glory. The disciples beheld the visible glory of God 
emanating from Jesus. 

BIBLE SKILL:  Do a word study to gain insight. 

The Greek word translated transfigured appears only four times in the New 
Testament. Review these four passages, looking at how the word is used: 
Matthew 17:2; Mark 9:2; Romans 12:2; and 2 Corinthians 3:18. How is the 
word used each time? To whom is the word referring in each passage? 
What role does God’s glory play in each passage? 

 

KEY DOCTRINE:  God

God is infinite in holiness and all other perfections. 
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KEY DOCTRINE:  God

God is infinite in holiness and all other perfections. 

VERSE 3
3 Suddenly, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with him. 

As the disciples observed the display of God’s glory before them, two 
Old Testament heroes suddenly … appeared before them. Both Moses 
and Elijah played a critical role in God’s plan of redemption. Moses 
personified the law God gave to His people. Elijah personified the 
prophets God sent to call His people back to Him. Standing together 
with Jesus, these two patriarchs confirmed that Jesus was the 
Messiah promised in the Old Testament.  

VERSE 4
4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it’s good for us to be here. I will set 
up three shelters here: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 

The radiance of God’s glory along with the presence of the two Old 
Testament patriarchs confirmed the truth of the disciples’ declaration 
about Jesus. Earlier they had declared that He was the Messiah 
(16:16). With what they beheld, they would have no doubt they 
were correct. At the moment, however, the significance appeared 
to be lost on Peter. He simply stated that being there to behold the 
scene was good. But he didn’t grasp the priceless value of what he 
saw. He demonstrated that the scene had been lost on him when he 
volunteered to build three shelters. With his proposal, he showed that 
he considered Jesus, Moses, and Elijah to belong in the same category. 
Therefore, he intended to construct a shrine for each one of them.

VERSE 5
5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud covered 
them, and a voice from the cloud said: “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well-pleased. Listen to him!” 

At that time, the Father came on the scene by way of a bright cloud 
that covered the disciples. A voice belonging to God the Father spoke 
from the cloud. At Jesus’ baptism, the Father called Jesus His beloved 
Son (3:17). He went on to declare His delight with Jesus. Here on 
the mountain God made the same declaration. Then He ordered the 
disciples to listen to Jesus. Jesus deserved their undivided attention 
and complete devotion. 
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VERSE 6
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown and 
were terrified. 

The disciples heard God’s declaration, and it terrified them. The terror 
of their encounter with God stunned them, leaving them in a heap on 
the ground with their faces down.  

Peter had completely misunderstood what they had witnessed on 
the mountain. He failed to connect Jesus’ transformation with the 
disciples’ declaration that He was the Messiah (16:16). Instead, he 
considered it to be an opportunity for him to capture an awesome 
moment of worship for as long as he could. Indeed, Peter seemed to be 
interested in holding on to the mountaintop experience by building 
shrines. He probably would have kept on requesting to build the 
shrines had it not been for the voice of God speaking from the cloud.   

How does the awareness of God’s presence change our understanding or 
perception of a situation? 

PURPOSE (MATT. 17:7-9)

VERSE 7
7 Jesus came up, touched them, and said, “Get up; don’t be afraid.” 

Jesus responded to the disciples’ fear with compassion. His 
compassion can be seen in the way He touched them. He didn’t stand 
over them and reprimand them for the terrible mistake they had 
made. Quite the contrary, He displayed His kindness toward them 
by touching them. The touch of His hand must have been a consoling 
gesture in the wake of such a terrifying situation. He encouraged 
them: Get up; don’t be afraid. The purpose of the encounter on the 
mountain was not to frighten them, but to prepare them. After 
His resurrection, they would be called on to declare with complete 
confidence that Jesus is the Messiah. What they had seen on the 
mountain verified the message about Him they would declare after 
His resurrection. 
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VERSE 8
8 When they looked up they saw no one except Jesus alone. 

When the disciples looked up they saw no one except Jesus alone. 
The presence of the two Old Testament heroes had confirmed the 
truth about Jesus’ identity as the Messiah. Once the purpose of their 
visit had been accomplished, they disappeared from the scene. By 
seeing Jesus alone, the three disciples could begin to take in what 
they beheld on the mountain. What they had experienced there 
would undoubtedly make a huge difference to them. However, they 
needed to devote themselves only to Jesus. 

VERSE 9
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded 
them, “Don’t tell anyone about the vision until the Son of Man is 
raised from the dead.” 

The impressions left on the disciples must have consumed them 
as they made their way down the mountain. No doubt they could 
hardly wait to tell the other disciples about their experience. But 
Jesus commanded them not to say anything about what they had 
witnessed. The time would come when they would be able to share 
it. In due time, their testimony would confirm who Jesus was and 
what He had come to do. But that time would not come until after 
His resurrection. Until then, they had no choice but to keep what 
they had witnessed to themselves. Otherwise, their testimony 
would run the risk of fueling the fire of unrest in the hearts of 
people who wanted Jesus to set up a political kingdom.

How does devoting our attention to Christ alone help us deal with our fears?

PERSPECTIVE (MATT. 17:10-13)

VERSE 10
10 So the disciples asked him, “Why then do the scribes say that 
Elijah must come first?” 
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The disciples were trying to sort through what they had experienced 
in light of what they believed about Jesus. Apparently they had 
been trying to make sense of what the scribes had taught about the 
Messiah in light of what Jesus had shown them. That’s why they 
questioned Him. They wanted Him to clarify their understanding 
about the coming of Elijah. Based on Malachi 4:5, the scribes taught 
that Elijah would arrive in advance of the Messiah. But considering 
everything they had witnessed so far, the disciples wondered about 
this interpretation. Their question reflected their perplexity as well as 
their willingness to learn. 

VERSE 11 
11 “Elijah is coming and will restore everything,” he replied. 

Jesus acknowledged only a portion of what the scribes had been 
teaching about Elijah. He acknowledged the validity of Malachi 4:5, 
but He didn’t comment on their interpretation of the passage. The 
scribes had led God’s people to focus their attention on the promise 
that Elijah would restore everything. They believed that God would 
send Elijah to lead His people back to a proper relationship with Him 
and one another before He sent His Messiah. The passage allowed 
the scribes to rest in the hope that Elijah would restore Israel’s place 
of spiritual prominence. For Jesus’ disciples, however, it posed a 
perplexing problem. They affirmed that Jesus was the Messiah. 
Yet, Elijah’s promised restoration in advance of His arrival had not 
taken place. 

VERSE 12
12 “But I tell you: Elijah has already come, and they didn’t recognize 
him. On the contrary, they did whatever they pleased to him. In 
the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” 

Since the scribes didn’t recognize Jesus as the Messiah, they 
continued to look for Elijah to come one day. But Jesus taught the 
disciples that Elijah had already come. The problem, therefore, was 
not that Elijah had not come in fulfillment of God’s promise. In fact, 
he came on the scene in advance of the Messiah. The problem was 
with the scribes. They missed him because they failed to recognize 
him. There was in fact a man who faithfully and consistently 
preached a message of repentance in order to prepare Israel for the 
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coming of the Messiah. But instead of listening to him, the people 
and the scribes paid no attention to him or his message. Jesus 
reminded the disciples that the people also mistreated him. People 
even seemed to be pleased with making him suffer. 

Then Jesus made a critical assertion. He asserted that just like 
Elijah suffered at the hands of the people who should have welcomed 
him, so too would the Son of Man … suffer, and the same people 
would be responsible for His mistreatment as well. With Jesus’ 
statement, He answered the disciples’ question and shifted their focus 
to His death on the cross.

VERSE 13
13 Then the disciples understood that he had spoken to them about 
John the Baptist. 

Instead of leading them to continue their discussion about 
restoration, Jesus took them in another direction. By taking 
that approach, He guided them so they could identify the person 
who lived out the prophecy about Elijah. The disciples began to 
understand that the prophecy had been fulfilled in John the Baptist. 
He appeared on the scene in advance of Jesus and prepared the 
way for His arrival. He faithfully called on God’s people to prepare 
through repentance. Throughout his ministry, religious leaders 
ignored and rejected him (3:1-13). Eventually, he suffered at the 
hands of people who should have recognized him as the prophesied 
Elijah. In due time, they killed him (14:1-12). With a better grasp of 
the connection between the promise of Elijah and the ministry of 
Jesus, the disciples took an important step toward spiritual maturity 
in Him. With the insight they had been given, they would be able to 
affirm more confidently that Jesus was the Messiah who revealed 
God’s glory to all people everywhere.  

How did the disciples’ perspective on God’s plan change as a result 
of their experience on the mountain? How does Jesus change our 
perspective of what we have accepted as truth? What attitudes do we 
need to adopt if we are going to continue to learn from Jesus?  
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IN MY CONTEXT
•  As the Son of God, Jesus shares fully in God’s glory. 
•  Jesus’ mission can only be understood in light of His death, burial, 

and resurrection. 
•  Reverence and fear are appropriate responses to the reality of 

God’s glory. 

List ways the reality of God’s glory in Christ impacts the way you worship 
and serve Him. What actions do you need to take to demonstrate your 
understanding of the glory of God in Christ?

How would you describe the purpose of Jesus’ coming to earth? What 
role would the passages studied today play in that description? With 
whom can you share this truth?

Share with your Bible study group how understanding more about Jesus 
has strengthened your grasp of God’s glory. Discuss as a group ways the 
group can develop and foster a healthy sense of reverence and fear for 
God and His glory.   

MEMORY VERSE
While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud covered them, 
and a voice from the cloud said: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I 
am well-pleased. Listen to him!” —Matthew 17:5
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What Is Required?
Jesus offers the gift of eternal life to those willing to follow Him.

MATTHEW 19:16-26
16 Just then someone came up and asked him, “Teacher, what good 
must I do to have eternal life?” 17 “Why do you ask me about what is 
good?” he said to him. “There is only one who is good. If you want to 
enter into life, keep the commandments.” 18 “Which ones?” he asked 
him. Jesus answered: Do not murder; do not commit adultery; do 
not steal; do not bear false witness; 19 honor your father and your 
mother; and love your neighbor as yourself. 20 “I have kept all these,” 
the young man told him. “What do I still lack?” 21 “If you want to be 
perfect,” Jesus said to him, “go, sell your belongings and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

Session  3
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22 When the young man heard that, he went away grieving, because 
he had many possessions. 23 Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell 
you, it will be hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 25 When 
the disciples heard this, they were utterly astonished and asked, 
“Then who can be saved?” 26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With 
man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”  

What did the disciples’ response to Jesus’ comments in verses 23-24 reveal 
about their understanding (or misunderstanding) of the kingdom of God? 

FIRST THOUGHTS
Taking a long trip is less stressful if everything needed has been 
packed. Filled suitcases and duffel bags give travelers the assurance 
they have brought along what they need. However, nothing puts a 
vacation on edge like wondering if the medicine bag or the cell phone 
charger got into the suitcase. What if it’s missing? The travel time 
to the destination becomes a constant retracing of every step as we 
packed. Once there, we go through our suitcases making sure that the 
item we thought we had forgotten is there.  

What practices do you follow to make sure everything you need for a trip 
gets packed?  

Matthew tells us about someone who came to Jesus in search of 
assurance about eternal life. He was intent on making sure he lived 
according to religious rules, but he wondered if something was still 
missing. That’s why he turned to Jesus for help. He wanted to know 
what he needed to do in order to enter the kingdom of heaven. Like 
people today, he thought that eternal life was something to be earned. 
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Jesus helped him see that He alone gives eternal life to people who 
are willing to follow Him.  

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
MATTHEW 19:1–20:34
Jesus led His disciples on the journey from Galilee to Jerusalem. The 
time had come for Him to face the cross. As they traveled together, 
large crowds accompanied them. Along the way, Jesus responded to 
a question about divorce and instructed His disciples about entering 
the kingdom of heaven like a child (19:1-15). That’s when someone 
approached Jesus with the question about what he needed to do to enter 
the kingdom of heaven. Jesus instructed him sell his possessions, give 
the money to the poor, and follow Him (19:16-22). 

After the conversation, Jesus warned His disciples about how 
wealth can prevent a person from being saved (19:23-26). He went 
on to tell them about what would happen to them as well as to Him 
(19:27-30). Then He reinforced His assurance with the parable of the 
vineyard workers.

As Jesus got closer to Jerusalem, He reminded His disciples 
that He would be killed and would rise again on the third day. The 
mother of James and John approached him and asked Him to give 
her two sons the privilege of occupying the highest positions in His 
kingdom. Her request irritated the other disciples. Jesus addressed 
their jealousy by challenging them to give themselves to the priority 
of serving instead of being served (20:17-28). 

Two blind men cried out to Jesus as He walked past them. They 
referred to Him as Lord and asked Him to heal them. While the 
crowd rebuked them, Jesus helped them. His compassion for them 
prompted Him to restore their sight (20:29-34). 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
STANDARD DEFINED (MATT. 19:16-20)

VERSE 16
16 Just then someone came up and asked him, “Teacher, what good 
must I do to have eternal life?”
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Just as Jesus was talking with His disciples about entering the 
kingdom of God like a child, someone approached Him with a 
question. Notice that the man referred to Jesus as a teacher. By 
referring to Jesus in that way, he revealed he had only a limited 
understanding of Him. He respected Jesus as a teacher; however, the 
title suggested he didn’t consider Jesus to be the Messiah. Yet Jesus 
didn’t dismiss or ignore him. Instead, He showed that He took the 
question and the person asking it seriously. Matthew will provide us 
with more details about the person who asked the question, but at 
this point in Matthew’s account the question itself took center stage. 
The person wanted to find out what kind of good deed he had to 
perform in order to secure eternal life. In other words, he wanted to 
know how he could earn his place in God’s kingdom.  

VERSE 17
17 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” he said to him. 
“There is only one who is good. If you want to enter into life, keep 
the commandments.” 

Jesus pointed to the meaning of good. The person raising the 
question wanted to talk about good in terms of what. Jesus 
responded by focusing attention on who. Therein rested the answer 
to the question about eternal life. It didn’t come by way of doing 
something good. Rather, it resulted from a personal relationship 
with God, in whom good resided. But because the questioner 
didn’t seem to be interested in taking the conversation in that 
direction, Jesus moved on to answer his question by talking about 
what he needed to do to be a citizen of God’s kingdom. He had 
to keep the commandments. Nothing less than obedience to the 
commandments would be sufficient to have eternal life. 

VERSES 18-19
18 “Which ones?” he asked him. Jesus answered: Do not murder; 
do not commit adultery; do not steal; do not bear false witness; 
19 honor your father and your mother; and love your neighbor 
as yourself. 

In response, the inquirer asked Jesus to direct him to the 
commandments he needed to keep. He seemed to be interested 
only in the ones that would win him a place in heaven. He probably 
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thought that if Jesus would give him a short list of essential 
commandments to keep in order to have eternal life, he could focus 
his attention on them exclusively. By taking that approach, he 
wouldn’t waste his time on commandments that wouldn’t make an 
eternal difference to him. 

Jesus listed the commandments that focus on our relationships 
with one another. Keeping each of these commandments would 
result in behaviors that others could observe. Equally important, 
people who kept them would show it in ways that they could see 
for themselves. 

As Jesus listed the commandments, He included the law 
written in Leviticus 19:18, love your neighbor as yourself. Jesus 
brought up this law later on when He talked about the greatest 
commandment of all (see 22:37-39). He taught His disciples that 
loving God would be exhibited in their love for their neighbor. 

VERSE 20
20 “I have kept all these,” the young man told him. “What do I 
still lack?” 

By insisting that he had kept each of the commandments Jesus 
listed, the person asking the question displayed self-deception. 
Matthew referred to him as a young man. The word Matthew used 
would indicate a person who would have been between 20 and 40 
years old. Like everyone else, he could never have obeyed all of the 
commandments Jesus mentioned. He had certainly fallen short 
of God’s standard but didn’t know it at the time. Eager to get on 
with doing something good so he could secure eternal life, he asked 
Jesus about what he still lacked. With this question, he seemed to 
acknowledge that something was missing in his life. He still felt 
empty even though his life had been filled with religious devotion.

How do people today express the same attitude and beliefs as the young 
man? How can trying to keep the commandments lead to insecurity? 
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IMPOSSIBLE TO KEEP (MATT. 19:21-22)

VERSE 21
21 “If you want to be perfect,” Jesus said to him, “go, sell your 
belongings and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

When Jesus talked about being perfect, He used a word that meant 
completeness. A complete person doesn’t lack anything in his or her 
life. The young man acknowledged that he lacked something, and he 
couldn’t figure it out for himself. For that reason, he needed Jesus 
to point it out for him. In response, Jesus directed the young man’s 
attention to his wealth. Taking specific action with his money would 
pave the way for him to address what was missing in his life. 

What Jesus said to him should not be seen as a pledge of poverty 
that He expects every follower to make. It’s more like an application 
of His command to be completely devoted to Him. He expects His 
followers to get rid of whatever keeps them from giving Him first 
place in their lives.

Jesus’ instruction must have stunned the young man. Jesus 
directed him to take two important steps. First, he had to take all of 
his possessions and turn them into cash. Second, he had to give the 
money away to the poor. 

If the young man loved his neighbor like he loved himself, taking 
such a step would make sense. He would be willing to give up the 
money he had in the bank for treasure in heaven. Earlier, Jesus had 
urged His disciples to seek heavenly treasure (6:19-21). Treasure 
in heaven would last for eternity; nobody would be able to take it 
away. Investing in heavenly treasure required the disciples to devote 
themselves to Christ and His eternal kingdom. For the young man 
who lacked something, selling his property and giving all of his 
money to the poor would clear the way for him to make spiritual 
investments that would render eternal dividends. 

If the young man had taken those first two critical steps, then 
he would have been ready to make Jesus his sole priority. He 
would have experienced for himself the enriching fulfillment that 
came from following Jesus without condition or restraint. Such a 
relationship with the Lord would have made him complete. 

© LifeWay 2017



37Se ssion 3 :  W hat  I s  R equired? 

VERSE 22
22 When the young man heard that, he went away grieving, because 
he had many possessions. 

The young man reacted to Jesus’ commandment by walking away. 
He passed on the opportunity to embark on a spiritual journey with 
the Lord that would have answered his question about eternal life. 
He left grieving over the painful reality that he couldn’t accept Jesus’ 
invitation. His money meant absolutely too much to him. He couldn’t 
give it up, although he eagerly wanted to secure eternal life. The 
dilemma left him in grief because his hope of eternal life had died.

By holding on to his possessions and letting go of Jesus, the young 
man showed that he had not kept the Ten Commandments at all. He 
had violated the first commandment by loving his wealth more than 
he loved God. It is apparent that his earthly possessions had usurped 
the place of God in his heart. The first commandment directed God’s 
people to have no other gods before Him (Ex. 20:1-3). As a result of 
breaking the first commandment, he broke other commandments as 
well. He coveted his wealth by refusing to let go of it, and he refused 
to love his neighbor when he turned his back on the opportunity to 
help the poor. 

What things do people hold on to that keep them from fully trusting 
Christ? Why do you think those things are so hard to let go?    

BIBLE SKILL:  Compare related Scripture for synthesis.

Compare James 2:10-11; Galatians 3:10-11; and Hebrews 10:1 with Matthew 
19:23-26. How do these passages relate to each other? What similar truths 
do you see in each passage? How does each passage help you understand 
the others listed? Record a summary of the main truth or truths discovered 
in all four passages. 
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PROVISION TO ACCEPT (MATT. 19:23-26)

VERSE 23
23 Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a 
rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. 

When the young man walked away, he didn’t seem to be alone in his 
sorrow. Jesus appeared to be troubled by his decision. He lamented 
the fact that it is hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom. He did 
not say it is impossible, but hard. The young man passed on Jesus’ 
invitation to eternal life because he determined that it cost too much. 
His wealth mattered more. Jesus warned His disciples that the young 
man mirrored the responses of other rich people who put their trust 
in wealth.  

VERSE 24
24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 

Just to make sure that the disciples didn’t miss His point, Jesus 
reinforced His assertion with a penetrating word picture. The largest 
animal in the region surrounding Israel was a camel. When Jesus 
spoke of a camel going through the eye of a needle, He drove home 
a crucial reality that could not be ignored. The largest animal in 
their world could never go through the smallest opening in their 
world. But that feat would be easier than the hurdle in the path of 
a person like the young man who walked away from Jesus. Rich 
people who placed their trust in their wealth would never be able 
to give themselves to Christ. Their devotion to their possessions 
would serve as the idol that would prevent them from shifting 
their allegiance to Him. Like the young man, they would come to 
the conclusion that devoting themselves to Christ would cost them 
too much. 

VERSE 25
25 When the disciples heard this, they were utterly astonished and 
asked, “Then who can be saved?” 

For the disciples, Jesus’ assertion presented a monumental problem. 
In their day, the prevailing notion about wealth was that it was a 
sign of God’s blessing. They believed that people were rich because 
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God had blessed them. Therefore, they drew the conclusion that rich 
people would be in the front of the line at the gate of heaven. No 
wonder the disciples reacted with bewilderment at Jesus’ teaching. 
His assertion not only astonished them but also made them think 
about themselves. If rich people couldn’t have eternal life, then 
certainly nobody else had even the slightest chance of being saved.

VERSE 26
26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible.” 

Jesus cleared up His disciples’ confusion with another authoritative 
assertion. An individual whose trust was in wealth for security would 
not likely be willing to give it up for the kingdom of heaven. Such a 
person would prove Paul’s warning about money in 1 Timothy 6:10: 
“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” However, in and 
of itself, money isn’t evil. Mature Christians see money as a resource 
to be used wisely as they serve the Lord. But people who love money 
most of all place themselves in the grip of evil. From our perspective, 
therefore, a rich person’s coming to Christ may seem impossible. But 
from God’s perspective, it’s altogether possible. When people, rich or 
poor, come to realize that their money can’t give them life, they can 
be drawn to Christ. When they place their faith in Him, they will 
be saved. 

How do Jesus’ words serve as a warning for us today? How do His words 
give us hope today? 

KEY DOCTRINE:  Man

Only the grace of God can bring man into His holy fellowship and enable 
man to fulfill the creative purpose of God.
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IN MY CONTEXT
•  The Old Testament law points to our inability to gain salvation by 

our own merit. 
•  What a person depends upon for security reveals what he or she 

trusts for salvation. 
•  Jesus offers salvation as a gift that can only be received by faith and 

never earned. 

Ask God to reveal to you things you have trusted other than Christ for 
your security. What steps do you need to take to express full dependence 
on Him?  

Discuss with your Bible study group how to share the good news of Christ 
with people who have placed their security in something other than Him. 
How could you use the passage studied today to share with a person who 
seems to have everything? 

Reflect on God’s gracious gift of salvation through faith in Jesus alone. 
Thank Him for His gift and the assurance that comes with it. Record your 
prayer and your thoughts.  

MEMORY VERSE
Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with 
God all things are possible.” —Matthew 19:26
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More Than a Prophet?
Jesus fulfilled the prophecies associated with Israel’s 
long-awaited King.

MATTHEW 21:1-11
1 When they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus then sent two disciples, 2 telling them, “Go 
into the village ahead of you. At once you will find a donkey tied 
there with her foal. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone 
says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send 
them at once.” 4 This took place so that what was spoken through 
the prophet might be fulfilled: 5 Tell Daughter Zion, “See, your 
King is coming to you, gentle, and mounted on a donkey, and on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey.” 6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus 
directed them. 7 They brought the donkey and its foal; then they 
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laid their clothes on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd 
spread their clothes on the road; others were cutting branches from 
the trees and spreading them on the road. 9 Then the crowds who 
went ahead of him and those who followed shouted: Hosanna to 
the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven! 10 When he entered Jerusalem, the 
whole city was in an uproar, saying, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds 
were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”  

Highlight the detailed instructions Jesus gave to His disciples in 
preparation for His entry into Jerusalem. What do the details indicate 
about Jesus?

Reflect on verses 8-9 regarding the participation of the crowd in the 
celebration of Jesus’ arrival. Underline words and phrases that indicate 
the enthusiasm about His presence. 

FIRST THOUGHTS
Word had gotten out that the nation’s president would make an 
appearance at the festival. The crowd filled the large stadium. 
Thousands of people filled the stands. Hundreds more paraded on 
the field in colorful costumes. When the president came into the 
arena, riding in an open convertible limousine, the music reached a 
crescendo as the people on the field danced in unison. Everyone in 
the stadium rose when the president stood and did not sit until the 
president sat. The celebration continued for hours, but no one left 
until well after the president departed the stadium. 

What is the appeal of seeing a world leader in person? What would your 
community do to prepare for a visit by a world or national leader? 
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Matthew described what happened to a huge crowd of people 
as they anticipated the arrival of the long-awaited Messiah. The 
Passover festival brought them to Jerusalem, and the anticipation 
of the long-awaited Messiah stirred their excitement. They directed 
their enthusiasm toward Jesus as He made His entry into Jerusalem. 
Bursting into joyful celebration, they participated in a gigantic parade 
that centered on Him. Although they rejoiced at His presence, they 
still did not comprehend that He was the King for whom Israel had 
been waiting for centuries. 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
MATTHEW 21:1-17
Having passed through Jericho, Jesus made His way to Jerusalem 
for Passover. His disciples accompanied Him. He had already 
told them about what would await Him there, but they could not 
comprehend the reality of the cross and the empty tomb just yet. As 
they approached Jerusalem, Jesus directed His disciples to prepare 
for His entry into the city. Once He arrived, a large crowd celebrated, 
although they considered Him to be only a prophet. 

After Jesus entered the city, He went directly to the temple. There 
he overturned the tables set up for exchanging the regional forms of 
money for the proper temple currency, and He overturned the chairs 
of those selling doves. Jesus declared that the temple would be a 
house of prayer, not a center of crooked commerce. In order to validate 
His declaration about the temple from God’s Word, He quoted Isaiah 
56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11. 

Jesus stayed at the temple that day and healed blind and lame 
people who came to Him. As He ministered to them, crowds shouted, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!” Their enthusiastic praise outraged 
the religious leaders. They approached Jesus and questioned Him 
about what the crowds shouted in praise for Him. Jesus assured the 
religious leaders that the response of the crowds was appropriate 
according to Psalm 8:2. With His reply, He underscored the stark 
contrast between religious leaders who refused to acknowledge Him 
as the Messiah and those who honored Him with their heartfelt 
praise. At the end of the day, Jesus left the temple area and went to 
Bethany, a village on the edge of Jerusalem. 
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
THE KING’S PREROGATIVE (MATT. 21:1-5)

VERSE 1
1 When they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus then sent two disciples, 

As Jesus and His disciples approached Jerusalem for Passover, they 
could see the •Mount of Olives coming into view. It was a large hill 
situated on the eastern side of the city. Matthew mentioned it for 
the first time in this account of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem during 
the Passover festival. Matthew brought up the Mount of Olives again 
when he affirmed that Jesus fulfilled the prophecy in Zechariah 
14:4 about the Messiah (24:3). Jesus and His disciples stopped in the 
little village of •Bethphage on the slopes of the Mount of Olives near 
Bethany on the road between Jericho and Jerusalem. There, Jesus 
gave instructions to His disciples. 

VERSE 2
2 telling them, “Go into the village ahead of you. At once you will find 
a donkey tied there with her foal. Untie them and bring them to me. 

Jesus directed two of His disciples to go into the village and bring 
Him a donkey and her colt. He had two specific animals in mind, and 
He gave the disciples precise instructions regarding the place where 
they would find them. The precision of His instruction has led some 
Bible scholars to speculate that He had made arrangements prior 
to His arrival in the village. However, His knowledge about the two 
animals and their exact location confirmed once more His identity as 
the Messiah. He possessed unqualified knowledge that came from His 
divine sovereignty. 

VERSES 3-5
3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, 
and he will send them at once.” 4 This took place so that what was 
spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled: 5 Tell Daughter 
Zion, “See, your King is coming to you, gentle, and mounted on a 
donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
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The disciples would need to know how to respond properly if 
anyone questioned them as they carried out Jesus’ instructions. He 
instructed them simply to say that the Lord needed the animals.  

Matthew connected Jesus’ instruction to His disciples with Old 
Testament prophecies about the Messiah. The connection continued 
to affirm the truth that Jesus fulfilled what the prophets said 
about the Messiah. At the time the events unfolded, the disciples 
hadn’t grasped the value of the prophecies that Jesus fulfilled. After 
His crucifixion and resurrection, however, they would be able to 
understand the prophecies in a way that would prompt them to 
proclaim the good news of Christ with boldness. Noticing how those 
prophecies have been fulfilled in Christ leaves His disciples today 
with the same sense of confidence in proclaiming the gospel.

Matthew pointed to two Old Testament prophecies. First, he 
quoted from Isaiah 62:11. The reference to Daughter •Zion described 
the people of Jerusalem. God had sent an encouraging message 
to them about salvation that was coming to them. Of course, the 
message centered on the arrival of the long-awaited Messiah. No 
better news could be announced in Jerusalem. 

The other prophecy came from Zechariah 9:9. In this prophecy, 
the message of salvation was declared in the announcement that 
the King had come to God’s people. The prophet described the 
king as gentle, which would have been a stark contrast to the 
cruel rulers who reigned over the people in those days. Gentleness 
does not suggest weakness, for no one could endure what Jesus 
did without strength of body and character. Rather, Jesus was 
strong and courageous enough to be gentle. According to the 
prophecy, the coming King would ride into the city on the foal of a 
donkey. Jesus fulfilled this prophecy precisely as it had been given 
generations earlier.

What assurances about God’s plan can be drawn from the precise details 
about the Messiah found in Isaiah 62:11 and Zechariah 9:9? 
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THE KING’S CELEBRATION (MATT. 21:6-9)

VERSES 6-7
6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus directed them. 7 They 
brought the donkey and its foal; then they laid their clothes on 
them, and he sat on them. 

Once the two disciples received Jesus’ directive, they went into the 
village and found the two animals. They followed His instructions 
completely and returned with the donkey and the colt. They brought 
both animals for an important reason. By keeping the donkey close 
at hand, they prevented the young colt from being alarmed at the 
scene of celebration that would unfold soon. 

The disciples continued their preparation for the arrival of Jesus 
the King. They took off their robes and laid them across the backs of 
the animals like saddles. Then Jesus mounted the colt and sat on the 
robes that had been placed on it. Now He was ready to enter the city. 
He would portray the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy about 
the Messiah. He would arrive on a donkey, a symbol of peace, instead 
of a warhorse, a graphic reminder of a battlefield.

VERSE 8
8 A very large crowd spread their clothes on the road; others 
were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them on 
the road. 

The city of Jerusalem was teeming with people who had come for 
Passover. They came from all over Israel and even remote parts of the 
world to participate in this important Jewish festival. For instance, 
a Jewish man by the name of Simon came from the faraway city of 
Cyrene, which was located in present-day Libya (see Matt. 27:32). 
Also, the city was filled with hope that the Messiah would come 
soon. Consequently, the very large crowd kept growing as people 
joined in the celebration of Jesus’ entry into the city. 

The crowd of spectators became active participants in the parade 
as Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the colt. They took off their robes 
and placed them on the road before Him. Their reaction resembled 
the response of God’s people in the Old Testament in the presence 
of the king. For example, people spread their garments on the path 
of Jehu when they learned that the Lord had anointed him to be 
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the king of Israel (see 2 Kings 9:13). The crowd in Jerusalem didn’t 
stop there. They cut branches from the trees and laid them before 
Jesus as He made His way down the road. With their robes and 
the branches, they honored Him. His presence among the crowd 
inspired their excitement.

VERSE 9
9 Then the crowds who went ahead of him and those who followed 
shouted: Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven! 

The crowds shouted with enthusiasm as they celebrated Jesus’ arrival, 
echoing Psalm 118:26 in their jubilation. •Hosanna means “save us 
now!” It served as a fitting expression of worship as they rejoiced in 
the presence of Jesus. In due time, He would provide the way for them 
to be saved by going to the cross. The people called Jesus the Son of 
David. For them, the arrival of Jesus meant that He would set up a 
kingdom similar to the nation of Israel under the leadership of King 
David. They were seeking a political and military king, not a Suffering 
Savior. Little did they realize that His kingdom would be founded on 
His sacrifice. They wanted a king who would be a conqueror. They had 
no perception of a King who would die so they could have eternal life. 

BIBLE SKILL:  Examine how a specific writer uses a word or phrase.

Matthew used the term “Son of David” more than any other Gospel writer. 
Review the different places the title is used by Matthew: 1:1,20; 9:27; 
12:23; 15:22; 20:30-31; and 21:9,15. What significance does this title play 
in each passage? What does Matthew’s use of the term reveal about his 
understanding of who Jesus is? Read Matthew 22:41-46. How did Jesus 
use the scribes’ teaching about the Messiah’s being the Son of David to 
challenge them about His own identity?
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As the crowd continued to echo the psalm, they shouted out their 
joy over the blessed One. According to Psalm 118:26, the Messiah 
would come in the name of the Lord. These words pointed to the hope 
that the Messiah would arrive on the scene in keeping with God’s 
promise. While the people saw Jesus as coming in the name of the 
Lord, they did not acknowledge Him as Lord. Like so many people 
today, they were willing to accept Jesus as a representative of God, or 
even as the Son of God, but not as God the Son.

How do people today celebrate the presence of Christ in their lives? 
In their churches? How do the demonstrations today compare to the 
reception Jesus received as He entered Jerusalem?

THE PEOPLE’S CONFUSION (MATT. 21:10-11)

VERSE 10
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in an uproar, 
saying, “Who is this?” 

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem seized the attention of the whole city. 
An impressive parade swirled around the meager Galilean preacher 
who rode into the city on a donkey colt. Adulation for Him could 
be seen in the array of robes and branches spread out in front of 
Him as He made His way down the street. People shouted words 
of praise and adoration as He came their way. The growing crowd 
celebrated as if royalty had come into Jerusalem. Indeed, the King 
had arrived. Because so much attention had been turned toward 
Jesus, the question about His identity began to be raised. Everyone 
in Jerusalem that day seemed to be asking, “Who is this?” With 
their question, they wanted to know more than just His name. 

KEY DOCTRINE:  God 

To God we owe the highest love, reverence, and obedience. 
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As the crowd continued to echo the psalm, they shouted out their 
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promise. While the people saw Jesus as coming in the name of the 
Lord, they did not acknowledge Him as Lord. Like so many people 
today, they were willing to accept Jesus as a representative of God, or 
even as the Son of God, but not as God the Son.

How do people today celebrate the presence of Christ in their lives? 
In their churches? How do the demonstrations today compare to the 
reception Jesus received as He entered Jerusalem?

THE PEOPLE’S CONFUSION (MATT. 21:10-11)

VERSE 10
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in an uproar, 
saying, “Who is this?” 

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem seized the attention of the whole city. 
An impressive parade swirled around the meager Galilean preacher 
who rode into the city on a donkey colt. Adulation for Him could 
be seen in the array of robes and branches spread out in front of 
Him as He made His way down the street. People shouted words 
of praise and adoration as He came their way. The growing crowd 
celebrated as if royalty had come into Jerusalem. Indeed, the King 
had arrived. Because so much attention had been turned toward 
Jesus, the question about His identity began to be raised. Everyone 
in Jerusalem that day seemed to be asking, “Who is this?” With 
their question, they wanted to know more than just His name. 

KEY DOCTRINE:  God 

To God we owe the highest love, reverence, and obedience. 

They were eager to learn about the person who had been the center 
of such a spontaneous and gigantic celebration. 

People today still ask that same question about Jesus. Their 
interest may be produced by what they hear others say about Him. 
Or they may have read the Bible and come across some remarkable 
stories about Him or some arresting statements He made. 
They may ask about Him when they see the difference He makes in 
the lives of people around them. 

VERSE 11
11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from 
Nazareth in Galilee.” 

Most of the people in the crowd saw Jesus only as a prophet …
from Nazareth in Galilee. They fell far short of understanding His 
true identity as the Messiah, Israel’s long-awaited King. When they 
said that He came from Nazareth, they probably had in mind the 
perplexing notion that such a popular prophet would come from 
such an insignificant place in Galilee. They didn’t seem to realize that 
He had actually been born to a virgin in Bethlehem. Likewise, other 
critical details about His miraculous birth had been overlooked in 
what they were saying about Him. 

Matthew wrote about Jesus so everyone who read his account 
would know the truth about Him. He set out to prove that Jesus was 
much more than a popular prophet and an exceptional teacher. That’s 
why Matthew was careful to show that Jesus fulfilled Old Testament 
prophecies about the Messiah. The prophecies pointed to Jesus as 
the sovereign King who reigned over the kingdom of heaven. The 
prophecies anticipated the sacrifice that Jesus would make on the 
cross in order to provide God’s way of salvation.

Many people still come up short in their understanding of Jesus. 
Even when they refer to Him in complimentary ways, they don’t give 
the impression that they fully understand who He is. 

In what ways do people in our time express a misunderstanding about 
Jesus as the Messiah, the long-awaited King?
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IN MY CONTEXT
•  Jesus is sovereign over all His creation. 
•  Jesus is worthy of our honor and praise. 
•  Jesus is the promised Messiah who came to save His people 

from sin. 

What specific directive has Jesus given you to fulfill? What actions are you 
taking to complete the assigned task? 

What evidence could you point to that proves you honor Jesus with your 
possessions, time, and energy? What actions can you take to more clearly 
demonstrate His worthiness to you? 

Discuss as a group different views people have about Jesus. How can 
your group help others understand the truth about Jesus’ identity as the 
promised Messiah and Savior? 

MEMORY VERSE
Then the crowds who went ahead of him and those who followed 
shouted: Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven! —Matthew 21:9
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If I Reject Jesus?
Jesus is central in God’s plan of redemption.

MATTHEW 21:33-45
33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner, who planted 
a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a 
watchtower. He leased it to tenant farmers and went away. 34 When 
the time came to harvest fruit, he sent his servants to the farmers 
to collect his fruit. 35 The farmers took his servants, beat one, killed 
another, and stoned a third. 36 Again, he sent other servants, more 
than the first group, and they did the same to them. 37 Finally, he sent 
his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 38 But when the 
tenant farmers saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. 
Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, 
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threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Therefore, when 
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those farmers?” 
41 “He will completely destroy those terrible men,” they told him, 
“and lease his vineyard to other farmers who will give him his fruit 
at the harvest.” 42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 
Scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone. This is what the Lord has done and it is wonderful in our 
eyes’? 43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people producing its fruit. 44 Whoever falls 
on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will 
shatter him.” 45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his 
parables, they knew he was speaking about them.  

Notice the number of opportunities the landowner gave the tenant farmers 
to fulfill the obligation of their lease agreement (vv. 34-37). What do those 
opportunities say about the tenant farmers? About the landowner?

FIRST THOUGHTS
Turning hearts takes much more effort than turning heads. We 
can turn someone’s head with a shocking comment, a loud noise, 
or a bizarre costume. But turning a person’s heart requires more 
than well-chosen sights and sounds. It requires believing. We turn 
someone’s heart only when we help him or her to grasp new insights 
and to take hold of new convictions. A well-prepared TV commercial 
will turn our heads. However, the item being advertised in the 
commercial still has a long way to go before it turns our hearts. 

Identify a commercial or ad that caught your attention but failed to 
convince you to purchase the item being advertised. What factors 
contributed to your decision not to purchase the item? 
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For some time, Jesus had been turning heads. Throughout His 
ministry, He also turned hearts to believe that He was the Messiah. 
People everywhere followed Him. However, the hearts of Jewish 
religious leaders were still cold toward Him. In a confrontation with 
some of them, He shared the parable of the landowner. The message 
of the parable could not have been any clearer. Anyone who refused to 
turn his or her heart toward Christ would face destruction. 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
MATTHEW 21:18-46
Jesus returned to Jerusalem early in the morning on the day after 
riding into the city on a donkey. Coming from Bethany, where He spent 
the night, He approached a fig tree looking for fruit. He cursed the 
tree because it bore none, and the fig tree quickly withered. When the 
disciples asked Jesus about what He had done, He taught them about 
praying consistently and trusting Him completely. 

With the withered fig tree as the backdrop, Jesus continued to 
drive home the point about bearing fruit in the kingdom of God. 
When He went to the temple, the religious leaders questioned His 
authority. They wanted to know who authorized Him to carry out 
His ministry. Jesus responded with a question about the source of 
John the Baptist’s authority. They were unable to answer His question 
without getting themselves in trouble with the crowd. Their response 
prompted Him to confront them about their unwillingness to 
acknowledge Him as the Messiah. Jesus used two parables. The first 
parable involved a man who told his two sons to work in the vineyard. 
Only one son actually went to work. This son symbolized the people 
who followed Jesus. The response of the other son served to warn 
the religious leaders about their fate because they had rejected the 
message of John the Baptist regarding Jesus. The second parable was 
about the landowner who leased his vineyard to tenant farmers.  

KEY DOCTRINE:  The Kingdom 

The Kingdom is the realm of salvation into which men enter by trustful, 
childlike commitment to Jesus Christ.
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
THE SON SENT (MATT. 21:33-37)

VERSE 33
33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner, who planted 
a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a 
watchtower. He leased it to tenant farmers and went away.  

The Jewish leaders had challenged Jesus to explain the source of His 
authority. Jesus replied with two parables. He often employed parables 
to teach spiritual insights. Both parables involved a vineyard. 

First, Jesus told the •parable of the vineyard owner’s two sons 
(21:28-32). Then He told a parable of a vineyard owner whose keen 
interest in his vineyard moved him to take extreme measures to care 
for it. He put a fence around it so he could keep the animals out. Then 
he added the convenience of a winepress that he dug in the middle 
of it. He dug it in the vineyard so the juice could be extracted from 
the grapes as soon as they ripened and the workers harvested them. 
The watchtower he built would keep the vineyard safe. From the 
watchtower, one could spot approaching thieves or fires long before 
they arrived at the vineyard. Before the landowner left on a journey, 
he entrusted his vineyard to a group of tenant farmers. They agreed 
on the terms of the lease before he went away. 

VERSES 34-35
34 When the time came to harvest fruit, he sent his servants to the 
farmers to collect his fruit. 35 The farmers took his servants, beat 
one, killed another, and stoned a third. 

In time, the tenant farmers began to gather the grapes. The 
landowner sent his servants to the vineyard to collect what the 
tenants had agreed to give him at harvest time. Instead of receiving 
the landowner’s fruit, the servants were met with a violent act of 
rebellion. Not only did the farmers refuse to honor the lease with 
the landowner, they attacked the servants he had sent to them. They 
beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 

So far, the parable bears a striking resemblance to the account 
of God’s relationship with Israel. He established His people with 
tremendous care and nourished them so they would flourish. 
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Instead of fulfilling their covenant with Him, they rebelled against Him. 
He sent prophets who proclaimed a message of repentance. But instead of 
repenting, they ignored the message and assaulted the prophets.

VERSES 36-37
36 Again, he sent other servants, more than the first group, and 
they did the same to them. 37 Finally, he sent his son to them. ‘They 
will respect my son,’ he said. 

The landowner’s response to the tenant farmers reflected God’s patience 
with His people when they rebelled against Him. The landowner 
didn’t lash out at the farmers because of what they had done to his 
servants. Remarkably, he gave them another opportunity to honor their 
agreement with him. He dispatched more servants to his vineyard. 
This time he sent a larger group of servants to provide the farmers with 
another chance to do what was right. But the second deployment of 
servants got the same treatment. In the same way, God continued to 
send His prophets to His people, and they responded in the same way. 
They kept on ignoring the message and brutalizing the messengers. 

Obviously the farmers had no respect for the servants as the 
landowner’s agents. Otherwise they would have treated the servants 
differently. The landowner could have chosen to retaliate against 
them. Instead of getting rid of them, he decided once more to send 
someone they should have readily respected—his own son.

What do the actions taken by the landowner reveal about God and His 
ways? How would you describe God (the landowner) based on this parable?

THE SON REJECTED (MATT. 21:38-39)

VERSE 38
38 But when the tenant farmers saw the son, they said to 
each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take 
his inheritance.’ 

The tenant farmers mistreated the landowner’s son in the worst way. 
They made up their minds that they would kill him. Perhaps they 
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reasoned that murdering him would set them free and make them 
rich. When they saw him, they seemed to draw the wrong conclusion 
that the father had died and his son had inherited the vineyard. 
Therefore, getting rid of the son would put them in a position to take 
his inheritance for themselves. The vineyard would belong to them, 
and they would be rich. Along with being wealthy, they would also 
be free. They would no longer be tenant farmers. Perhaps for the first 
time in their lives, they would own property. Ownership would put 
them in a different economic category. By owning the property, they 
would no longer have to submit to others in authority over them. They 
would be in charge of their own destinies. The eagerness drove them 
to think that killing the son would get them what they wanted.

The parable opened a window into the hearts of the Jewish 
religious leaders who had confronted Jesus. They showed no interest 
in acknowledging Him as the Son of God, the long-awaited Messiah. 
That’s why they rejected Him and looked for ways to get rid of Him.  

VERSE 39
39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 

With this parable, Jesus predicted what the Jewish leaders would 
do to Him within days. Very soon they and everyone else would be 
able to connect the murder of the landowner’s son with His own 
death on the cross. Like the landowner’s son, Jesus would be seized 
by His adversaries who wanted to get rid of Him. Unfortunately, 
Jesus’ adversaries were the Jewish religious leaders who should have 
welcomed His arrival. In the same way that the landowner’s son was 
taken outside the vineyard, Jesus would be taken outside the walls 
of Jerusalem. The landowner’s son was killed outside the vineyard. 
Similarly, Jesus would be nailed to a cross outside the city walls. There 
He would suffer and die. 

Earlier, Jesus had told His disciples He would be killed in 
Jerusalem. On three separate occasions leading up to His entry 
into the city, He shared the details about His death as well as His 
resurrection (Matt. 16:21; 17:23; 20:18). With this parable, Jesus gave 
a hint to the religious leaders about His death. They would live out the 
role of the tenant farmers who wanted to kill the landowner’s son so 
they would be rid of him. Like the tenant farmers, Jesus’ opponents 
considered Him to be an obstacle they needed to remove.
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What attitudes displayed by the tenant farmers do you see displayed in our 
world today? How do those attitudes get in the way of accepting the Son? 

THE SON VINDICATED (MATT. 21:40-45)

VERSES 40-41
40 Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he 
do to those farmers?” 41 “He will completely destroy those terrible 
men,” they told him, “and lease his vineyard to other farmers who 
will give him his fruit at the harvest.” 

Once Jesus shared this parable, He gave the religious leaders an 
opportunity to weigh in on it. He asked what they thought the 
landowner would do when he heard the news of his son’s murder at 
the hands of the farmers. With His question, Jesus invited them to 
look at their rejection of Him through God’s eyes. Jesus raised the 
question against the backdrop of Old Testament passages about God’s 
judgment of Israel in the past. For example, God compared Israel to a 
vineyard that He had to destroy (Ps. 80:8-16; Isa. 5:1-7). Jesus’ parable 
of the vineyard brought the same message of God’s judgment of His 
people into view. 

The religious leaders answered Jesus’ question with certainty. They 
seemed to be eager to tell Him that the owner of the vineyard had 
to completely destroy the terrible men who murdered his son. Their 
savagery left the landowner no other choice. Having gotten rid of the 
murderers, the landowner would be wise to entrust his vineyard to 
dependable farmers who would be faithful to bring him the produce 
he expected. The Jewish leaders left no doubt that they condemned 
such a barbaric act of rejection. 

VERSE 42
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The 
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This 
is what the Lord has done and it is wonderful in our eyes’? 
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With their words, the Jewish leaders who rejected Jesus 
condemned themselves. Without realizing it at the moment, 
they actually described the judgment that would be rendered to 
them. Jesus brought their fate to their attention when He quoted 
Psalm 118:22-23. The psalmist spoke of a stone used in the 
construction of a building. The builders rejected the stone because 
they considered it to be useless. But eventually the stone they 
rejected was used as the cornerstone, the most important stone 
in the entire building. Similarly, the Jewish leaders rejected Jesus 
because they didn’t want to acknowledge Him to be the Messiah. In 
doing so, they turned their backs on what the Lord had done. Their 
eyes had been closed to the wonderful fulfillment of His promise.

VERSES 43-44
43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from 
you and given to a people producing its fruit. 44 Whoever falls on 
this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will 
shatter him.” 

Jesus presented the religious leaders with a stern pronouncement 
of judgment because of their rejection of Him. He told them in no 
uncertain terms that they would pay a high price for rejecting Him. 

BIBLE SKILL:  Study the context of a quoted passage to gain a 
deeper understanding. 

Jesus quoted Psalm 118:22-23. Read Psalm 118 looking for other words 
or phrases that point to Christ. How were the things foreshadowed in 
Psalm 118 seen in Jesus? How could the context of the quoted passage 
impact how the hearers may have understood Jesus’ words? How does 
knowing the context help you better understand the reaction of the 
religious leaders Jesus addressed?  
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They would not have a place in the kingdom of God because they 
refused to accept Jesus as the Messiah. God’s kingdom would 
be taken away from them and entrusted to Jesus’ followers. His 
followers would produce fruit like He intended.  

The stone that Jesus mentioned earlier would be a source of 
judgment to the Jewish leaders who rejected Him. Isaiah spoke 
of God’s people who would stumble over the stone and fall on it 
(8:14-15). Like Isaiah, Jesus warned that they would be broken to 
pieces. Similarly, Daniel wrote about a stone that represented God’s 
enduring kingdom. Other nations would be pulverized by the stone, 
leaving them like chaff on a threshing floor (Dan. 2:35). The fate of 
people who rejected Christ would be absolutely disastrous. 

VERSE 45
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, 
they knew he was speaking about them. 

The religious leaders had confronted Jesus about His authority. 
With the parable of the landowner, Jesus shifted the focus of 
the confrontation. It started out with questions about Him, but 
it ended with a pronouncement about them. The chief priests 
and the Pharisees considered themselves to be the authorities on 
God’s relationship with Israel. They thought that they had the 
last word on how God would use His people to carry out His work 
in the world. They rejected Jesus as the promised Messiah, and 
Jesus used the parable to warn them about their fate because of 
their decision. 

What Jesus said to them still applies to everyone everywhere. 
Jesus is the center of God’s plan of salvation. When people receive 
Him, they become citizens of God’s kingdom. However, the kingdom 
of God will be out of reach for people who reject Him.  

How does Jesus serve as both a cornerstone and a stumbling block at the 
same time? 
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IN MY CONTEXT
•  God sends His servants to direct His people’s hearts toward Him. 
•  Rejection of Jesus leads to sure destruction. 
•  Jesus’ judgment on all who reject Him serves as an impetus for 

believers to share His offer of salvation with everyone. 
•  Salvation includes submitting to Jesus’ rule in our lives. 

Discuss as a group ways you can help others understand the peril of 
rejecting Jesus. How can the group be welcoming to unbelievers without 
compromising the truths of the gospel? Identify steps the group may 
need to take in light of this discussion. 

Name friends and family members who haven’t given themselves to 
Christ. What actions are you taking to share the gospel with each person 
you named? 

Identify areas in which you need to demonstrate more fully submission to 
Christ’s rule in your life. What are some specific ways that you can serve 
Christ in more productive ways this week?

MEMORY VERSE
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This is what 
the Lord has done and it is wonderful in our eyes’?” —Matthew 21:42
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Offered to All?
Though all are invited to join Jesus in God’s kingdom, only those who 
respond to Him in obedient faith will be accepted.

MATTHEW 22:1-14
1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables: 2 “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent 
his servants to summon those invited to the banquet, but they didn’t 
want to come. 4 Again, he sent out other servants and said, ‘Tell those 
who are invited: See, I’ve prepared my dinner; my oxen and fattened 
cattle have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the 
wedding banquet.’ 5 But they paid no attention and went away, one 
to his own farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his 
servants, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was enraged, 
and he sent out his troops, killed those murderers, and burned down 
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their city. 8 Then he told his servants, ‘The banquet is ready, but those 
who were invited were not worthy. 9 Go then to where the roads exit 
the city and invite everyone you find to the banquet.’ 10 So those 
servants went out on the roads and gathered everyone they found, 
both evil and good. The wedding banquet was filled with guests. 
11 When the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who 
was not dressed for a wedding. 12 So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did 
you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless. 
13 Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him up hand and foot, and 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are invited, but few are chosen.”  

Highlight the response the invited guests gave when invited to the 
wedding. What did their response reveal about their view of the king?

Note how the king addressed the man he confronted at the banquet who 
didn’t dress properly. How does the term “friend” help us understand the 
relationship between the king and the man?

FIRST THOUGHTS
An invitation to a wedding can be a unique privilege. For that reason, it 
shouldn’t be taken lightly. The bride and groom, along with their families 
and other members of the wedding party, usually go to a great deal of 
trouble to make sure that everything is just right. They have to decide 
where the wedding will take place, who will participate, and how to 
decorate. Then there’s the small mound of details related to the reception. 
All of the preparation for the wedding comes to mind when the invitation 
arrives. No wonder the invitation compels the invited guests to give 
consideration to what they should wear to the wedding. They’ll want to 
dress appropriately for such a momentous occasion.
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Reflect on the last time you attended a wedding. What preparations did 
you make before going?

Jesus shared a parable about a wedding banquet with the religious 
leaders who confronted Him at the temple. They wanted to know 
about His authority. He responded by directing their attention to 
their refusal to acknowledge Him as the Messiah. In His response, 
He shared a parable about a king who hosted a wedding banquet 
and invited people to come when everything was ready. The parable 
provided Jesus with an opportunity to teach a valuable lesson about 
being a citizen of God’s kingdom. It affirms that God invites everyone 
to a personal relationship with Him. However, only people who 
respond with obedient faith will be accepted.  

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
MATTHEW 22:1–23:39
Jesus went to Jerusalem for Passover. There the Jewish religious 
leaders confronted Him at the temple about His authority. In response, 
Jesus shared a series of parables with them (Matt. 21:28–22:14). The 
last parable He told was about a king who hosted a wedding banquet 
(22:1-14). The temple leaders continued to confront Jesus. They asked 
Him a variety of questions, hoping His answers would trap Him. Their 
hopes were dashed as Jesus gave clear and compelling responses to their 
questions about taxes, resurrection, and the greatest commandment 
(22:15-40). Then Jesus questioned them about the Messiah. They 
couldn’t answer without getting themselves into trouble, so they left 
Him alone (22:41-46). 

Jesus continued to preach to the crowds and teach His disciples 
at the temple. He warned the nation of Israel about God’s coming 
judgment, and He addressed the ungodly practices of the scribes and 
Pharisees. They imposed heavy religious demands on God’s people. 
At the same time, they enjoyed being exalted because of their self-
proclaimed piety. He challenged the religious leaders to understand 
that the exalted would be humbled and the humble would be 
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exalted (23:1-12). Then He called attention to their extreme hypocrisy 
by exposing their unethical practices and warning them that God’s 
judgment on them would be harsh (23:13-36). Turning His attention 
to Jerusalem, He lamented the desolation of the city that would come 
in due time (23:37-39).  

EXPLORE THE TEXT
THE INVITED (MATT. 22:1-7)

VERSES 1-2
1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables: 2 “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 

The Jewish leaders challenged Jesus at the temple. He knew that His 
death on the cross would come within days. Also, He knew that the 
religious leaders refused to acknowledge Him as the Messiah. For that 
reason, He told them a parable about what would happen to them and 
others who rejected Him. 

The king represented God, who rules the kingdom of heaven. 
The king’s son in the parable represented Jesus, God’s Son. The 
Bible describes the culmination of God’s plan of salvation with the 
heavenly celebration of Christ and His bride, the church, as a wedding 
feast (Rev. 19:7-9). 

VERSES 3-4
3 He sent his servants to summon those invited to the banquet, but 
they didn’t want to come. 4 Again, he sent out other servants and 
said, ‘Tell those who are invited: See, I’ve prepared my dinner; my 
oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, and everything is 
ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ 

The king summoned the invited guests to the banquet table as soon 
as everything was ready. Having been summoned by the king, the 
invited guests should have stopped what they were doing and made 
their way to the banquet. But the invited guests didn’t want to go. The 
unwilling guests represented the religious leaders who did not want to 
accept that Jesus was the Messiah. They refused to recognize Him as 
the fulfillment of God’s promise. 
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In the parable, Jesus painted a picture of God’s patience. Unwilling 
to react to the insult of the guests, the king appealed to the invited 
guests once more. He shared the details of the meal with them so they 
would reconsider his invitation and join him quickly. He had prepared a 
delicious dinner, and he didn’t want them to miss it.

VERSES 5-6
5 But they paid no attention and went away, one to his own farm, 
another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his servants, 
mistreated them, and killed them. 

The parable also portrayed the cruel indifference of the Jewish leaders 
who rejected Jesus. The invited guests kept on farming and doing 
business and paid no attention to the king’s appeal. We should not 
miss the absurdity of people who ignore a king’s invitation to attend 
a royal wedding. Likewise, the religious leaders of Israel disregarded 
Jesus and His invitation. Their loyalties to their own agendas 
mattered to them most of all. Some of the invited guests became 
hostile. They took out their hostility on the servants whom the king 
had sent, mistreating them and even killing them. 

VERSE 7
7 The king was enraged, and he sent out his troops, killed those 
murderers, and burned down their city. 

The king was enraged the moment he heard about his murdered 
servants. He had shown mercy with his patient appeal to the invited 
guests. Now the time had come for him to render judgment because of 
their rebellious behavior. Instead of sending more servants, he sent his 
troops. Instead of giving them another opportunity to respond to his 
invitation, he destroyed them. Then he set their city on fire. Likewise, the 
Lord would render judgment to Israel. Jesus provided a forecast of what 
would happen because Israel rejected God’s invitation to receive Christ.  

How does the response of the invited guests in the parable reflect the 
way people respond to God’s offer of salvation today? What causes 
people to respond in this way? 
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THE GATHERED (MATT. 22:8-10)

VERSE 8
8 Then he told his servants, ‘The banquet is ready, but those who 
were invited were not worthy. 

The banquet had been prepared, and the time had come for the 
guests to gather at the table. But the guests had not shown up when 
everything was ready. In the same way, God had provided Israel 
with Jesus, His Messiah. But instead of embracing Him, Israel 
rejected Him. 

In the parable, the king considered the guests who snubbed his 
invitation to be unworthy of it because of their refusal of the king’s 
summons and their antagonism toward him. In reality, no one is 
worthy of the King and His Son. Worthiness or unworthiness is based 
on one’s response to God’s invitation, the gospel. Each of us receives 
His invitation solely on the basis of His grace. 

VERSE 9
9 Go then to where the roads exit the city and invite everyone you 
find to the banquet.’ 

The invited guests didn’t show up, but their snub didn’t prompt the 
king to cancel the banquet. Instead, he opened the door for others 
to come. When he instructed his servants to go out and invite 
everyone to come, he didn’t place any restrictions on them. He 
expected his servants to offer the invitation to anyone they found. 

When he told them to go to where the roads exit the city, he had 
in mind the intersections or crossroads. That’s where people tended 
to gather. God’s invitation to enter His kingdom would be extended to 
everyone everywhere. 

VERSE 10
10 So those servants went out on the roads and gathered everyone 
they found, both evil and good. The wedding banquet was filled 
with guests. 

The king in the parable sent out his servants on a mission, and they 
carried it out exactly as he directed. Whenever they found someone, 
they extended the king’s invitation. As a result, the king’s banquet 
table was filled with guests. The recently invited guests represented 
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Jesus’ disciples who followed Him. It also included people who would 
become His disciples in the future. 

Some of the guests were evil and some of them were good. Yet all 
of them had been invited. By including evil people, Jesus underscored 
a critical reality. He spent time with religious people, but He also 
gave much of His attention to people known as sinners. They had bad 
reputations, and they had made terrible choices. But their choices 
didn’t prevent Him from reaching out to them. 

In the parable, the people didn’t receive an invitation to the banquet 
because of their goodness. They were able to come to the table because 
of the king’s gracious invitation. Accordingly, they present a snapshot 
of what happens whenever anyone hears the good news of Christ 
and accepts His invitation to salvation. All people have been given 
an invitation to enter the kingdom of God. If they’re willing to accept 
Christ’s invitation, He welcomes them into His kingdom. If they reject 
His invitation, then they have no place in His kingdom. The king’s 
wedding banquet portrays the wonderful possibilities of the gospel. 
It’s a scene that prompts us to marvel at the way God loves everyone 
everywhere and invites all to be saved.  

How does the Lord remind you that He invites all people to a relationship 
with Him? How should you respond in light of this? 

THE UNPREPARED (MATT. 22:11-14)

VERSE 11
11 When the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there 
who was not dressed for a wedding. 

The king must have been pleased with the news that guests had come to 
the banquet. Ready to get on with the celebration, he made his way into 
the banquet hall and took a look at the guests. He saw them dressed in 
the garments customarily worn for a wedding banquet in those days. 
But then his eye caught a man there who was not dressed for a wedding. 
Often, the host would provide special robes for people who arrived 
unexpectedly. Obviously, they knew that they would be expected to wear 
proper clothing, and almost everyone complied with the expectation.
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VERSE 12
12 So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without 
wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless. 

Instead of referring to the man in terms that would have been cruel 
or harsh, the king referred to him as his friend. He saw the man 
through the eyes of friendship. At the same time, however, he seemed 
to be amazed that one of his guests had gotten into the wedding 
without having on the proper clothes. 

The king asked this guest how he had been able to make his 
way into the banquet hall without dressing appropriately. When 
confronted with his foolish decision, the man didn’t know what to 
say. The king’s question left him absolutely speechless. Likewise, 
many people will have no answer when standing before the heavenly 
judgment seat without having received Christ as Savior. 

VERSE 13
13 Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him up hand and foot, 
and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

Because the man was not dressed properly, he would not be allowed to 
remain at the banquet. By tying him hand and foot, the king’s attendants 
would guarantee that the guest would not be able to get back into the 
banquet hall. In the darkness, the man would be left to regret his foolish 
decision. There he would be engulfed in raw anguish. He made the choice 
to show up for the wedding banquet without the proper attire. Now he 
would suffer the awful consequences of his careless decision. 

VERSE 14
14 For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 

The phrase many are invited refers to the fact that the king invited 
everyone to his banquet. Even the man who was thrown out had 

KEY DOCTRINE:  Hell 

The unrighteous will be consigned to Hell, the place of everlasting punishment.

© LifeWay 2017



69Se ssion 6 :  O f fered  to  A l l? 

VERSE 12
12 So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without 
wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless. 

Instead of referring to the man in terms that would have been cruel 
or harsh, the king referred to him as his friend. He saw the man 
through the eyes of friendship. At the same time, however, he seemed 
to be amazed that one of his guests had gotten into the wedding 
without having on the proper clothes. 

The king asked this guest how he had been able to make his 
way into the banquet hall without dressing appropriately. When 
confronted with his foolish decision, the man didn’t know what to 
say. The king’s question left him absolutely speechless. Likewise, 
many people will have no answer when standing before the heavenly 
judgment seat without having received Christ as Savior. 

VERSE 13
13 Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him up hand and foot, 
and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

Because the man was not dressed properly, he would not be allowed to 
remain at the banquet. By tying him hand and foot, the king’s attendants 
would guarantee that the guest would not be able to get back into the 
banquet hall. In the darkness, the man would be left to regret his foolish 
decision. There he would be engulfed in raw anguish. He made the choice 
to show up for the wedding banquet without the proper attire. Now he 
would suffer the awful consequences of his careless decision. 

VERSE 14
14 For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 

The phrase many are invited refers to the fact that the king invited 
everyone to his banquet. Even the man who was thrown out had 

KEY DOCTRINE:  Hell 

The unrighteous will be consigned to Hell, the place of everlasting punishment.

been invited. However, this individual wanted to come on his own 
terms rather than accepting the terms of the invitation. The king alone 
had the authority to determine who would sit at his table. Some of the 
people he invited chose not to come. Others accepted his invitation 
and put on the appropriate clothes for the occasion. Their decision to 
dress properly reflected that they came on the king’s terms. The guest 
who came to the banquet without the proper clothing made a foolish 
decision. Because of the decision he made, the king couldn’t allow the 
guest to sit at his table. 

God has extended His invitation to eternal life in Christ to all 
people everywhere. Whether good or bad, everyone has an invitation 
to receive His gift of salvation. However, they can come to God only 
on God’s terms—through faith in Jesus Christ. If they refuse to 
respond with obedient faith, they cannot expect to be welcomed into 
God’s family. They have only God’s judgment to face. The kingdom of 
heaven, therefore, includes only people who have responded to Christ 
in faith. God has chosen them to enjoy eternal life in Him. God’s 
invitation is extended to many people. However, relatively few of 
them welcome Christ into their lives. 

What false assumptions or beliefs do you think contribute to people’s 
belief that they will gain access to heaven without faith in Christ? How 
should the doom of this unprepared guest motivate believers to share the 
gospel with clarity and urgency? 

BIBLE SKILL:  Look at other passages on the same subject.

Jesus taught a lot about a place we call hell. Look at the following passages: 
Matthew 5:29-30; 10:28; 22:13; 23:33; Mark 9:47-48; Luke 16:23-24; and 
John 3:16-18. What do these passages teach us about hell? How would you 
summarize in one sentence what these verses say about hell? How should 
the portrait of hell painted by Jesus serve as a motivator for believers? 
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IN MY CONTEXT
•  God will hold all people accountable for their response to Jesus. 
•  God offers salvation to all people, regardless of their past, race, or 

social station. 
•  Only those who come to God on His terms, placing their trust in 

Jesus alone, will escape eternal wrath.

Think about the people in your life who need Christ. How can the Lord 
use you to extend His invitation to them? What actions do you need to 
take to help them understand that God will hold them accountable? 

Reflect on God’s offering you salvation in spite of your past. Thank Him 
for inviting you to enjoy a personal relationship with Him through Christ. 
Record your thoughts. 

Discuss with your Bible study group ways in which the parable 
encourages you to share God’s invitation to be saved with others. 
Determine ways you can hold each other accountable for sharing Jesus 
with greater regularity. 

MEMORY VERSE
For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
—Romans 10:13
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Where Is Jesus?
Jesus was resurrected to reign forever as the King.

MATTHEW 28:1-15
1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to view the tomb. 2 There was 
a violent earthquake, because an angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven and approached the tomb. He rolled back the stone and was 
sitting on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing was 
as white as snow. 4 The guards were so shaken by fear of him that they 
became like dead men. 5 The angel told the women, “Don’t be afraid, 
because I know you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not 
here. For he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he 
lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has risen from the dead 
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and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; you will see him there.’ 
Listen, I have told you.” 8 So, departing quickly from the tomb with 
fear and great joy, they ran to tell his disciples the news. 9 Just then 
Jesus met them and said, “Greetings! ” They came up, took hold of his 
feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus told them, “Do not be afraid. Go 
and tell my brothers to leave for Galilee, and they will see me there.” 
11 As they were on their way, some of the guards came into the city and 
reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. 12 After 
the priests had assembled with the elders and agreed on a plan, they 
gave the soldiers a large sum of money 13 and told them, “Say this, ‘His 
disciples came during the night and stole him while we were sleeping.’ 
14 If this reaches the governor’s ears, we will deal with him and keep you 
out of trouble.” 15 They took the money and did as they were instructed, 
and this story has been spread among Jewish people to this day.  

Highlight the description of the angel’s appearance. What does the 
description suggest about God?

Circle words or phrases that point to emotions experienced by the 
soldiers and the women. What do these emotions reveal about their 
understanding of what they witnessed?

FIRST THOUGHTS
Joy and gratitude in our hearts prompt us to celebrate. Our 
celebrations may focus on significant people who have made a huge 
difference to us. Or we may celebrate events that have changed the 
direction of our lives in a constructive way. Celebration gives us an 
opportunity to relive transformative moments so we won’t forget 
them. It can also allow us to express our gratitude for the mentors 
who shaped our lives. 
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Recall the last time you participated in a celebration. What were 
you commemorating? Why was it important for you to be a part of 
that celebration? 

On Resurrection Sunday, Christians celebrate Jesus’ victory 
over death. The reason we celebrate becomes clearer the longer we 
walk with Christ. His resurrection serves as the centerpiece of our 
relationship with Him. He’s alive, and He lives in us the moment we 
welcome Him into our lives. Because Christ’s resurrection has made 
an eternal difference to us, Matthew’s account of Jesus’ resurrection 
deserves our attention. His account provides the details related to the 
world-changing moment when Jesus was raised from the grave. As 
we study it, we’re prompted to join followers around the world who 
worship the living Lord. The account also reminds us that the truth of 
Christ’s resurrection needs to be shared with everyone everywhere.  

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
MATTHEW 28:1-15
After Jesus’ crucifixion and death, Joseph of Arimathea buried Him 
in a tomb that Joseph had prepared for himself, carved from rock on 

BIBLE SKILL:  Gain a clearer understanding by reading other passages. 

Paul had a great deal to say about the resurrection of Jesus. Read the 
following passages, noting key ideas: Romans 6:4; 8:11; 10:9; 1 Corinthians 
15:14-17; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17. What do these passages reveal about 
Paul’s understanding of the resurrection of Jesus? What key truths are 
conveyed in these passages? How do these truths relate to each other?
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a hillside (Matt. 27:57-60a). Security of the site began with rolling a 
large stone across the doorway (27:60b). The Jewish leaders insisted 
the Roman governor seal the stone and assign a group of soldiers to 
guard it against anyone who might take the body away (27:62-66). 

These details are vital in understanding the reality of the 
resurrection. Jewish leaders were scared. Romans were scornful. 
Followers of Jesus were saddened beyond heartache. Then, the dawn 
broke on the first day of the week, revealing the tremendous truth 
that the grave was empty and Jesus was alive.

Matthew was not the only one to share an account of Jesus’ 
resurrection—Mark, Luke, and John did too (Mark 16:1-8; Luke 
24:1-12; John 20:1-18). Throughout the New Testament, the 
resurrection of Christ became the focal point in the proclamation 
of the gospel. For example, Peter pointed to the resurrection when 
he preached the good news of Christ at Pentecost (Acts 2:22-36). 
Paul also underscored the resurrection of Christ when he wrote 
about what’s to be included in the proclamation of Jesus Christ 
(1 Cor. 15:1-8). John had the resurrected Christ in mind when he 
described his vision of the slaughtered lamb that took the scroll 
(Rev. 5). Accordingly, Christians across the centuries have celebrated 
Christ’s resurrection. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
THE GRAVE OPENED (MATT. 28:1-4)

VERSE 1
1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to view the tomb. 

As soon as the Sabbath came to a close, two women went to Jesus’ 
tomb. Matthew provided critical details about this early morning 
walk. As the sun began to rise on Sunday, the first day of the week, 
they set out for the tomb. Mary Magdalene was a loyal follower 
of Christ who had looked on in sorrow as He died on the cross. 
Luke provided a little more information about her (“seven demons 
had come out of her,” Luke 8:2). Another woman named Mary 
accompanied her. Matthew wrote that she was the mother of two of 
Jesus’ disciples (27:56). Both of the women had followed along and 
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watched as Jesus’ body was removed from the cross and taken to 
the tomb (27:61). They knew where Jesus’ body had been laid, and 
they waited for the Sabbath day to end so they could return to it. 

VERSE 2
2 There was a violent earthquake, because an angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven and approached the tomb. He rolled back 
the stone and was sitting on it. 

Earlier, at the moment Jesus died on the cross, the earth had quaked, 
rocks had been broken, and the veil in the temple had been ripped 
from top to bottom (27:51). Now the earth shook again. The violent 
earthquake underscored the response of creation to the resurrection 
of Christ. Matthew reported that the earth quaked on Sunday 
morning because one of the Lord’s angels had stepped in from 
heaven. The angel went to the tomb and opened it. Once he moved 
the stone from the entrance to the tomb, he sat on it. A quiet gesture 
of confidence and victory, sitting on the stone provided the angel an 
opportunity to wait as the women made their way to the tomb. Notice 
that he didn’t move the stone so Jesus could get out of the tomb. 
Rather, he moved it out of the way so everyone could get into the 
tomb and see that Jesus was not there. 

VERSES 3-4
3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing was as white 
as snow. 4 The guards were so shaken by fear of him that they 
became like dead men. 

The angel looked like lightning and wore a white robe. The purity 
reflected in the robe resembled fresh snow. Heavenly purity and 
majesty blended together perfectly in the angel’s brilliant display of 
eternal glory. 

The presence of the angel shook up the guards. These were tough 
Roman soldiers who had probably been in battle more than a few 
times. They were shaken by fear when they beheld the angel’s radiant 
splendor. The shock of what they saw overwhelmed them, caused 
them to pass out, and left them unconscious on the ground. Anyone 
who saw their helpless figures would have drawn the conclusion that 
they had died.  
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How would you explain the contrast between the women and 
the soldiers? How were their experiences similar? How were their 
experiences different? 

THE RISEN KING ANNOUNCED (MATT. 28:5-10)

VERSES 5-6
5 The angel told the women, “Don’t be afraid, because I know you 
are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here. For he has 
risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 

The presence of the angel frightened the women too, but he comforted 
them so he could give them an assignment. They had a good reason 
for being afraid. They had come to the tomb because the body of Jesus 
had been placed there after He was crucified. They had watched as 
the stone had been placed over the entrance to the tomb and sealed 
by the Roman guards. But now His body was missing, and they didn’t 
know how it could have happened. That’s when the angel encouraged 
them not to be paralyzed by fear. 

The angel shared with them the reason they couldn’t find Jesus’ 
body in the tomb. He encouraged the women to look into the tomb 
if they needed further confirmation of His resurrection. The angel 
didn’t want them to be left with any doubt about what had taken 
place. Jesus had overcome death; He was alive!

What was the significance of the angel’s inviting the women to see where 
Jesus had been? Why is the bodily resurrection of Jesus so important to 
the Christian faith? 

VERSES 7-8
7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has risen from the 
dead and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; you will see 
him there.’ Listen, I have told you.” 8 So, departing quickly from 
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the tomb with fear and great joy, they ran to tell his disciples 
the news. 

The angel gave the women a critical assignment. He directed them to 
go to the disciples with the message about Jesus’ resurrection. The 
disciples needed to know that He had risen from the dead, and they 
also needed to know about a meeting Jesus planned to have with 
them in Galilee. At the moment, they were still in Jerusalem. As soon 
as they received the message from the women, they needed to make 
their way to Galilee where they would see Jesus. He would be waiting 
for them.  

Notice that the angel instructed the women to go quickly. They 
followed his instruction and left in a hurry with a mixture of fear and 
great joy in their hearts. They went in search of the disciples so they 
could share the good news. In those days, the testimony of women 
didn’t carry much weight. Therefore, a person at that time who read 
Matthew’s account of what happened would have been skeptical of 
the women’s testimony that Jesus was alive. However, it was the 
truth, and Matthew reported it faithfully and accurately. 

VERSES 9-10
9 Just then Jesus met them and said, “Greetings! ” They came up, 
took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus told them, 
“Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to leave for Galilee, and 
they will see me there.” 

The women had no idea that they would meet Jesus as they raced to tell 
the disciples. He met them with an upbeat greeting. Hearing Him say 
“Greetings!” came as a welcome surprise. Once they recognized Him, 
they immediately worshiped Him. They displayed their submission to 
Him by bowing before Him and taking hold of his feet. By worshiping 
Him, they affirmed that He was God. By allowing them to worship 
Him, Jesus made the same affirmation. 

KEY DOCTRINE:  Jesus 

He was raised from the dead with a glorified body and appeared to His 
disciples as the person who was with them before His crucifixion.
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Jesus repeated the assignment that the angel had given to the 
women, and He urged them not to be afraid as they carried it out. 
Jesus referred to the disciples as His brothers. The term brothers 
paints an intimate portrait of spiritual kinship. It sheds light on the 
way Jesus felt about His disciples. Even though they had failed Him, 
He still loved them. He looked forward to seeing them in Galilee. 
Obviously, He wanted to be with them and renew their fellowship. He 
also wanted to prepare them for the kingdom work ahead of them. 

How does Jesus’ designation of His disciples (who had earlier abandoned 
Him) as “brothers” encourage you?

A COVER-UP CONCOCTED (MATT. 28:11-15)

VERSE 11
11 As they were on their way, some of the guards came into the city 
and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. 

At about the same time, guards who had encountered the angel at the 
empty tomb hurried to Jerusalem too. But they didn’t go to Pilate with 
a report of what had taken place. That’s what they ordinarily would have 
done. Instead, they went to the temple and reported what they had seen 
to the chief priests. They may have gone to the priests because they had 
been assigned to the temple. They gave their account of the earthquake, 
the angel who moved the stone, and the empty tomb. 

VERSES 12-15
12 After the priests had assembled with the elders and agreed on a 
plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money 13 and told them, 
“Say this, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole him while 
we were sleeping.’ 14 If this reaches the governor’s ears, we will deal 
with him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 They took the money and 
did as they were instructed, and this story has been spread among 
Jewish people to this day. 

After the priests heard the guards’ report, they convened a meeting to 
discuss how to handle the situation. The news of Jesus’ resurrection 
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would turn the world upside down. In doing so, the priests would 
lose their control over the people of Israel. For that reason, they set 
out to stifle the report. First, they bribed the guards with a large sum 
of money. If the guards’ superior officers found out about the bribe, 
they would probably have faced execution. In order to take such a big 
risk, the bribe had to be substantial. Obviously the priests didn’t have 
a problem with bribing the guards. Earlier they had paid Judas 30 
pieces of silver so he would betray Jesus (26:14-16). 

Then the priests concocted a story to cover up what had actually 
happened. Of course, the story didn’t make sense. For example, they 
wanted the guards to say that the disciples went to the tomb and 
stole the body of Jesus while all of the guards were sleeping. They 
expected everyone to believe that the beleaguered band of disciples 
could actually succeed in a plot to sneak away the body of Jesus in the 
night. Stealing His body would require them to maneuver around a 
contingent of trained Roman soldiers. Also, the priests wanted people 
to believe that all the guards were asleep at the same time. 

In their plan to cover up the truth about Jesus’ resurrection, the 
priests anticipated that the guards would need some assurance that 
they would be protected. The priests assured them that they would 
not get into trouble with the governor if he found out what had 
actually transpired at the tomb. Of course, Pilate was the governor. 
He had interrogated Jesus, had Him scourged, and gave the order 
to crucify Him. He would render fierce, severe judgment on the 
guards if he found out that they had participated in a plot to cover 
up what actually happened to Jesus. The priests told the guards 
to leave the work of persuading Pilate to them. Dealing with him 
probably involved bribing him too in order to secure his silence about 
Jesus’ resurrection. 

The guards agreed to carry out the plan hatched by the priests. They 
told the tale about the disciples’ stealing the body of Jesus in the night 
while they slept. Over time, the story spread throughout the land.   

How do people try to explain away the truth of Jesus’ resurrection? What 
are some of the problems with their explanations? 
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IN MY CONTEXT
•  Jesus conquered death, affirming His identity and giving all 

believers hope. 
•  As the resurrected King, Jesus is worthy of our worship. 
•  Even when faced with the undeniable facts of Jesus’ resurrection, 

some will refuse to believe in Him. 

Discuss as a group how Jesus’ resurrection gives hope to the group 
members. Record insights gained from the discussion. How did the 
discussion encourage you in your own spiritual walk? 

Review your plans for celebrating Jesus’ resurrection this Easter. What 
plans reflect worship of Him? What adjustments do you need to make to 
be more involved in worshiping Jesus? 

Identify people in your life who have not yet accepted Jesus and the truth 
of the resurrection. Pray that God will open them up to the truth. What 
actions do you need to take to challenge the people you identified to 
reexamine the truth of Jesus’ resurrection?  

MEMORY VERSE
He is not here. For he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the 
place where he lay. —Matthew 28:6
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What About the Future?
Jesus will return at the end of time, so preparations must be made.

MATTHEW 24:36-51
36 “Now concerning that day and hour no one knows—neither the 
angels of heaven nor the Son—except the Father alone. 37 As the days 
of Noah were, so the coming of the Son of Man will be. 38 For in those 
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day Noah boarded the ark. 39 They didn’t 
know until the flood came and swept them all away. This is the way the 
coming of the Son of Man will be. 40 Then two men will be in the field; 
one will be taken and one left. 41 Two women will be grinding grain 
with a hand mill; one will be taken and one left. 42 Therefore be alert, 
since you don’t know what day your Lord is coming. 43 But know this: 
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If the homeowner had known what time the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed alert and not let his house be broken into. 44 This 
is why you are also to be ready, because the Son of Man is coming at 
an hour you do not expect. 45 Who then is a faithful and wise servant, 
whom his master has put in charge of his household, to give them 
food at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that servant whom the master 
finds doing his job when he comes. 47 Truly I tell you, he will put him in 
charge of all his possessions. 48 But if that wicked servant says in his 
heart, ‘My master is delayed,’ 49 and starts to beat his fellow servants, 
and eats and drinks with drunkards, 50 that servant’s master will come 
on a day he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know. 
51 He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  

Highlight the different images Jesus used in this passage. What can we 
glean from these images about the nature of Jesus’ return? 

Focus on the parable of the master and his servants in verses 45-51. How 
were the two servants in the parable alike? How were they different?

FIRST THOUGHTS
Forecasting the future is big business. Investors spend millions 
of dollars for analyses, hoping to know where the stock market is 
heading. A wrong decision can result in huge losses, but correct 
calculations can reap significant profits. Television stations hire 
meteorologists to predict the weather. When they are accurate, 
viewers can be prepared for rain or shine, sleet or snow. 

Futurists offer their ideas about developments in everything from 
technology to social patterns. Many inventions we use daily began in the 
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imagination of someone thinking about the future. On the more gullible 
side, people at the county fair line up outside the fortune teller’s tent, 
waiting to pay for worthless predictions of their future.

How much value do you place on predictions about the future? If you 
knew the future, would you feel more prepared or less prepared? Explain. 

Jesus’ disciples were eager to know when events regarding Jesus’ 
future reign would occur. After His resurrection, they hoped the 
time had come for Israel to rise from servitude with Jesus as king 
(Acts 1:6). Jesus not only wanted the Twelve to understand what 
would come in the end of days, He also desires us to comprehend the 
serious challenges facing His followers in the future. We cannot know 
the hour of Jesus’ coming, and idle speculation about such events is 
of little worth. However, Jesus’ teachings can motivate us to live each 
day in a state of readiness for His return. 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
MATTHEW 24:1–25:46
With the cross looming nearer, Jesus devoted Himself to instructing 
His disciples about the future. He warned them about the destruction 
of the temple in Jerusalem and about the end of time. The disciples 
would be persecuted because they followed Him. False messiahs 
would come on the scene in an attempt to deceive people (24:1-28). 

One day, however, Jesus would come again. He shared a series of 
parables to help the disciples understand that His return would be 
unexpected. For that reason, they needed to be alert and prepared. 
They needed to be diligent in serving Him faithfully (24:29-51). 

Jesus drove home the reality of His return with the parable of the 
ten virgins. The point of the parable was to underscore the dreadful 
outcome of refusing to prepare. He then told the parable of the 
talents. With this parable, Jesus urged believers to invest themselves 
in kingdom work until He came for them. He also described how He 
would render judgment on all people everywhere. He would judge 
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people like a shepherd who separated sheep from goats. People would 
be separated according to their willingness to serve Him by caring for 
others in His name. Their willingness to meet the needs of hurting 
people reflected their relationship with Him (25:1-46).

EXPLORE THE TEXT
BE REMINDED (MATT. 24:36-41)

VERSE 36
36 “Now concerning that day and hour no one knows—neither the 
angels of heaven nor the Son—except the Father alone. 

Jesus told His disciples that only the Father knew the exact day and 
hour when the second coming would occur. This highlights one of the 
ways in which Jesus had become fully human as well as fully God. In His 
deity, Jesus would have demonstrated that He had complete knowledge 
of everything. In His humanity, however, He displayed a limitation He 
placed on Himself when He stepped into the world in human flesh. 

VERSES 37-39
37 As the days of Noah were, so the coming of the Son of Man 
will be. 38 For in those days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
boarded the ark. 39 They didn’t know until the flood came and swept 
them all away. This is the way the coming of the Son of Man will be. 

Before God allowed the rain to begin to form a flood that would 
destroy humanity in the days of Noah (Gen. 6–8), people involved 
themselves in their everyday activities. On any given day, some of 
them would be found having dinner, others would be getting married, 
and still others would be planning weddings. They ignored Noah’s 
warnings until it was too late. 

KEY DOCTRINE:  God the Son

Jesus will return in power and glory to judge the world and to consummate 
His redemptive mission.
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people like a shepherd who separated sheep from goats. People would 
be separated according to their willingness to serve Him by caring for 
others in His name. Their willingness to meet the needs of hurting 
people reflected their relationship with Him (25:1-46).

EXPLORE THE TEXT
BE REMINDED (MATT. 24:36-41)

VERSE 36
36 “Now concerning that day and hour no one knows—neither the 
angels of heaven nor the Son—except the Father alone. 

Jesus told His disciples that only the Father knew the exact day and 
hour when the second coming would occur. This highlights one of the 
ways in which Jesus had become fully human as well as fully God. In His 
deity, Jesus would have demonstrated that He had complete knowledge 
of everything. In His humanity, however, He displayed a limitation He 
placed on Himself when He stepped into the world in human flesh. 

VERSES 37-39
37 As the days of Noah were, so the coming of the Son of Man 
will be. 38 For in those days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
boarded the ark. 39 They didn’t know until the flood came and swept 
them all away. This is the way the coming of the Son of Man will be. 

Before God allowed the rain to begin to form a flood that would 
destroy humanity in the days of Noah (Gen. 6–8), people involved 
themselves in their everyday activities. On any given day, some of 
them would be found having dinner, others would be getting married, 
and still others would be planning weddings. They ignored Noah’s 
warnings until it was too late. 

KEY DOCTRINE:  God the Son

Jesus will return in power and glory to judge the world and to consummate 
His redemptive mission.

Then came the flood, and God’s judgment came with it. Only Noah 
and his family were delivered. Their deliverance came because they had 
prepared for it. Noah had followed the Lord’s instructions. In the same 
way, the second coming of Christ will catch everyone except believers 
by surprise. It will happen suddenly, and it will be unexpected.  

VERSES 40-41 
40 Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 
41 Two women will be grinding grain with a hand mill; one will be 
taken and one left. 

Jesus brought up the ordinary routines of people in His day as He 
described what will happen at His second coming. Two men would be 
engaged in the everyday routines of farm life. They would be working 
in the field. And then, suddenly, one of them would be taken up as the 
Lord returns and gathers His followers. Likewise, two women would be 
engaged in the ordinary chore of grinding grain into flour. There they 
would sit across from each other and work the grinder together. Then one 
of them would no longer be there. People who had prepared for Jesus’ 
return would be taken. Others who had not prepared for it would be left. 

Why might it be important to be reminded of Jesus’ promised return? 
How should Jesus’ assurance about His return impact our actions?

BIBLE SKILL:  Memorize Scripture.

Memorize Matthew 24:42. Read it aloud. Write it on a sheet of paper. 
Read it aloud again, emphasizing the verbs in the verse. Read it aloud 
again, emphasizing the nouns in the verse. Write the verse a second time, 
diagramming the sentence. What insights did you gain by diagramming the 
verse? How does interacting with the verse help you memorize the verse? 
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BE ALERT (MATT. 24:42-44)

VERSE 42
42 Therefore be alert, since you don’t know what day your Lord 
is coming. 

Like the flood in Noah’s day, the return of Jesus will come 
unexpectedly. Therefore, we have to be vigilant as we serve Him. We 
don’t know when He will come for us. Instead of speculating about 
when the Lord will return, we must live in the certainty that He is 
coming one day. Having that sense of certainty shapes a mature 
Christian’s daily activities. Because we’re certain that He’s coming for 
us, we strive to make each day count for Him. 

VERSES 43-44
43 But know this: If the homeowner had known what time the thief 
was coming, he would have stayed alert and not let his house be 
broken into. 44 This is why you are also to be ready, because the Son 
of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

The homeowner was surprised to find that a thief had broken into his 
house. If he had known that his house would be burglarized, he would 
have taken steps to prepare for it. He would have locked his doors 
and secured his windows. He would have stayed alert throughout 
the night, waiting for the thief to arrive. In reality, homeowners 
don’t know when their houses will be broken into because thieves 
don’t announce their arrival. Thieves wait until nobody is expecting 
them. By the same token, Jesus assured His disciples that He would 
return unexpectedly.

Notice that as Jesus instructed His disciples about His return, He 
referred to Himself as the Son of Man. Jesus used this title often. It 
comes from Daniel 7:13-14, and it depicts a king from heaven who 
reigned over an eternal kingdom. 

What characteristics describe a person who is living in anticipation of 
Jesus’ return? What would you do differently if you knew the Lord was 
returning today?
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BE FAITHFUL (MATT. 24:45-47)

VERSE 45
45 Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master 
has put in charge of his household, to give them food at the 
proper time? 

Being ready for Jesus’ return would require the disciples to remain 
faithful to Him as they waited. Jesus taught this lesson with the 
parable of a dependable servant. The master had given the servant 
the responsibility of taking care of his household. The servant had to 
make sure that meals were provided for everyone in the household 
on a regular basis. The everyday responsibility of preparing meals 
and serving them to everyone at the proper time rested on his 
shoulders, whether the master was at home or not. Jesus said that 
the servant was wise for carrying out his responsibilities each day.  

VERSE 46
46 Blessed is that servant whom the master finds doing his job 
when he comes. 

The master in the parable served as a picture of Jesus. Like the 
master who went away and then returned, Jesus would be leaving 
His disciples soon. The time of His death and resurrection was near. 
He carefully instructed His disciples in the final days leading up to 
His crucifixion. He told them what He expected them to do after 
His resurrection and ascension. The disciples needed to understand 
that Jesus intended for them to be faithfully serving Him. Also, they 
needed to rest assured that when He returned, He would reward them 
for their faithfulness. 

VERSE 47
47 Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 

In the parable, the master noticed the exemplary work of his 
faithful servant. Because of the servant’s faithful diligence, his 
master placed him in charge of everything he owned. The servant 
had been faithful to carry out the tasks assigned to him while his 
master was away. As a result, his master gave him more far-reaching 
responsibilities. In turn, the servant had a greater opportunity to 
serve his master. 
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Christians today live for Jesus in the same way. While we wait for 
His return, we work diligently at the kingdom tasks to which He has 
assigned us. Faithfulness in our work will open the door for other 
rewarding opportunities to serve Him. However, we don’t serve Him 
merely for the hope of a reward. Our service to Him flows out of our 
love for Him. Of course, He loved us first. Because of His love for us, 
He died on the cross so we could be forgiven, and He was raised from 
the dead so we could have eternal life. Because He has saved us, our 
grateful hearts overflow with devotion to Him. Because we love Him, 
we are compelled to serve Him faithfully until He comes for us.

What characterizes the way a person tries to serve Christ if he or she is 
not motivated by love?

BE WARNED (MATT. 24:48-51)

VERSES 48-49
48 But if that wicked servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delayed,’ 
49 and starts to beat his fellow servants, and eats and drinks with 
drunkards, 

In His parable, Jesus introduced a wicked servant who stood in 
contrast to the faithful one. Both servants had been placed in the 
same situation, but the wicked servant saw a different opportunity as 
he noticed that the return of the master had been delayed. The plan 
he hatched for himself would prove to bring about his doom. 

The wicked servant turned the master’s delay into an opportunity 
to nurture his cruelty. Perhaps he thought that the master would 
never return. Maybe he decided that the master wouldn’t know 
about the mistreatment he rendered to his fellow servants. He had 
no sense of accountability as he began to beat his fellow servants. 
Those who worked with him now became his punching bags. He also 
indulged himself in all the food he could eat and all the liquor he 
could drink. He enjoyed the company of others like him who joined 
him in his indulgence.
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VERSE 50
50 that servant’s master will come on a day he does not expect him 
and at an hour he does not know. 

The wicked servant had deceived himself into believing that he would 
not be accountable for his loathsome behavior. Therefore, he would get 
the surprise of his life when his master returned. When the servant 
woke up that fateful day, he certainly wouldn’t expect to see his 
master. Had he known the hour of his master’s arrival, he could have 
taken his return more seriously. But he didn’t know. He had taken 
selfish advantage of his master’s delayed return. Now he would have 
to account for his foolish decision.

VERSE 51
51 He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the 
hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

Jesus painted a grim picture of the wicked servant’s fate. His master 
punished him severely. The punishment of cutting him in pieces 
probably meant that he literally cut the wicked servant in two. He 
delivered him to the same place that he sent the hypocrites. In other 
words, he sentenced him to the same fate as others who had only 
pretended to be faithful to their master.

Those who do not prepare for the return of Christ can anticipate 
the same fate. They will be cast into a place in which their suffering 
will be expressed in their weeping. Also, their anguish and despair 
will be exhibited by the gnashing of teeth. With these words, Jesus 
described the torment of hell, a literal place to which people actually 
go if they have not prepared for His return. 

What does this parable reveal about different attitudes people 
may have about Jesus’ return? How are these attitudes seen or 
expressed today?
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IN MY CONTEXT
•  God rewards and punishes people at the final judgment based on 

their stewardship of the tasks assigned to them. 
•  Faithful stewardship requires perseverance and consistency, for the 

end could come at any time. 
•  The time of the Lord’s absence is to be marked by unfaltering service. 
•  Those who postpone their responsibilities and do evil will discover 

that it is too late to correct their sinful ways.

What distractions shift your attention away from the return of Christ? 
How can you minimize these distractions so you can stay alert while you 
wait for Him to come again?

On a scale of 1 to 10, evaluate how diligent you are in carrying out 
the tasks Christ has assigned to you. How can you maintain a sense of 
urgency that Christ can come back at any time?

Discuss with your Bible study group insights gained from today’s study 
that could be shared with someone who is an unbeliever or who is taking 
his or her commitment to Christ lightly. Record notes from the discussion. 
Pray for opportunities to talk with others about the certainty of Jesus’ 
return and their need to prepare for it. 

MEMORY VERSE
Therefore be alert, since you don’t know what day your Lord is coming. 
—Matthew 24:42
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How Do We Remember?
Jesus’ sacrifice is to be reverently remembered through the observing 
of the Lord’s Supper.

MATTHEW 26:17-30
17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus 
and asked, “Where do you want us to make preparations for you 
to eat the Passover?” 18 “Go into the city to a certain man,” he said, 
“and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My time is near; I am celebrating 
the Passover at your place with my disciples.’” 19 So the disciples 
did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover. 20 When 
evening came, he was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 
21 While they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will 
betray me.” 22 Deeply distressed, each one began to say to him, 
“Surely not I, Lord?” 23 He replied, “The one who dipped his hand 
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with me in the bowl—he will betray me. 24 The Son of Man will 
go just as it is written about him, but woe to that man by whom 
the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for him if 
he had not been born.” 25 Judas, his betrayer, replied, “Surely not 
I, Rabbi?” “You have said it,” he told him. 26 As they were eating, 
Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, gave it to the disciples, and 
said, “Take and eat it; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, and 
after giving thanks, he gave it to them and said, “Drink from it, 
all of you. 28 For this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 
out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 But I tell you, I will not 
drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when 
I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 30 After singing a 
hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  

Highlight words or phrases that suggest that Jesus is all knowing. How do 
these words and phrases give you confidence to trust Jesus? 

Notice how Jesus is addressed. What do the titles used reveal about 
Jesus? What do they reveal about the person addressing Jesus? 

FIRST THOUGHTS
When a man and woman meet at the altar and exchange vows to 
become husband and wife, the anniversary of that day is one of the 
first things added to their calendars. Every year on that date, they 
usually give serious attention to remembering and celebrating the day 
they devoted themselves to each other in marriage. Each year, they 
find more reasons to honor the moment they pledged their devotion 
to each other. Their wedding anniversary draws them together and 
gives them hope as they embrace another year of life together.
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What special days do you celebrate? How do you celebrate them? How 
does your celebration enable you to look forward to the future?

In a way, the Lord’s Supper serves the same purpose as an 
anniversary celebration. It’s a time of reverent remembrance. When 
we observe the Lord’s Supper, we remember Jesus’ sacrifice for us. 
When we take the bread, we recall His body that was broken so we 
could be made whole. The cup brings to our minds His blood that 
He shed for us so we could have eternal life. Every time we observe 
the Lord’s Supper, we remember something else: we recall that we’ve 
given our lives to Him. Also, we have the opportunity to renew 
our pledge of loyalty to Him. Equally important, the Lord’s Supper 
encourages us to look forward to the day when He will come again.   

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
MATTHEW 26:1-35
Two days before Jesus went to the cross, He told His disciples He 
would be crucified. At the same time, the chief priests gathered to find 
a way to kill Jesus. They wanted to kill Him but feared that it would 
cause a riot among the many people who favored Him (Matt. 26:1-5). 

At the house of Simon the leper later that evening, Jesus enjoyed 
some time with His followers. While He reclined at the table, an 
unidentified woman approached Him and poured a vial of expensive 
perfume on His head. Jesus’ disciples complained that the perfume 
had been wasted. They said that selling the perfume and giving the 
money to the poor would have been better. Once more, Jesus pointed 

KEY DOCTRINE:  Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic act of obedience whereby members of 
the church, through partaking of the bread and the fruit of the vine, 
memorialize the death of the Redeemer and anticipate His second coming.
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to His crucifixion and affirmed that what she had done was a lavish 
act of worship. The perfume prepared His body for burial. Also, 
the account of her sacrificial act of worship would accompany the 
proclamation of the gospel (26:6-13). 

Not long afterward, Judas Iscariot, one of Jesus’ disciples, made 
his way to the chief priests. He told them he would be willing to 
betray Jesus. They agreed to pay him 30 pieces of silver for his act of 
betrayal (26:14-16).

As Passover approached, Jesus’ disciples set out to prepare for the 
meal. As they shared the meal, He introduced what would come to be 
called the Lord’s Supper. Afterward, Jesus assured the disciples that 
they would fall away for a while and that He would meet them in Galilee 
after His resurrection. Peter vowed that he would never fall away. Jesus 
told him that he would deny Him before the rooster crowed (26:17-35). 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
PREPARATION (MATT. 26:17-19)

VERSE 17
17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus 
and asked, “Where do you want us to make preparations for you to 
eat the Passover?” 

Unleavened Bread was the seven- to eight-day festival that began 
the day before •Passover. The festival celebrated God’s direction of 
His people as He liberated them from slavery in Egypt (Ex. 13:6-7). 
Accordingly, the first day of the festival would have been Thursday 
before sunset. Passover would begin at sunset. The next morning, 
the sun would rise on the day now known as Good Friday. On 
that pivotal day, Jesus would be crucified and His body placed in a 
borrowed tomb. 

Jesus knew what Friday would hold for Him, but His disciples did 
not have their minds on what would unfold the next day. They were 
concerned about getting ready for the Passover meal, which had to 
be ready by sunset on Thursday. That’s why they asked Jesus what 
He wanted them to do in order to make preparations. Jewish people 
from everywhere crowded into Jerusalem for Passover. All of them 
would try to secure a place to eat the Passover meal as family groups. 
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The disciples wanted to find an appropriate room for all of them to 
share the meal with Jesus. 

VERSE 18
18 “Go into the city to a certain man,” he said, “and tell him, ‘The 
Teacher says: My time is near; I am celebrating the Passover at 
your place with my disciples.’” 

Jesus instructed them to go into the city of Jerusalem to a certain 
man. Matthew didn’t share the identity of the man, but he gave 
the distinct impression that Jesus knew him. Perhaps Jesus made 
previous arrangements with the unidentified man. More likely, Jesus 
knew the man in the same way that He knew the identity of the 
owner of the donkey and colt He rode during His triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem (21:1-3). Because Jesus was God, He had divine insight. 

Once the disciples found the man, they were instructed to refer 
to Jesus as the Teacher. The unidentified man would obviously know 
they were referring to Jesus. By passing along the message about 
celebrating Passover at the place the man would provide, Jesus 
underscored that not only did He know the man, He also knew where 
the man lived. Again, His awareness of the location suggested that He 
knew all things. 

VERSE 19
19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared 
the Passover. 

The disciples went into the city, found the man, secured the room, 
and began to prepare for the Passover. In those days, Jewish people 
who crowded into Jerusalem for Passover had to tend to a number of 
details as they prepared the Passover meal. Family groups gathered 
for the Passover meal wherever they could find an appropriate room. 
On Thursday afternoon, the head of the family group had to take the 
Passover lamb to the temple so it could be slaughtered. The blood of 
the slaughtered lamb was placed in a basin and poured on the altar. 
Then the lamb had to be returned to the designated place for the 
Passover meal. It had to be roasted and then eaten during the meal 
along with the other dishes that had been prepared. The Passover 
meal had to be ready to eat at sunset. The disciples obviously took the 
meal seriously. For that reason, they wanted to make sure that they 
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could prepare everything in keeping with Jesus’ direction. They took 
the meal together, having become a spiritual family. 

What actions should a person take when preparing to participate in a 
Lord’s Supper observance? 

BETRAYAL (MATT. 26:20-25)

VERSES 20-22
20 When evening came, he was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 
21 While they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will 
betray me.” 22 Deeply distressed, each one began to say to him, 
“Surely not I, Lord?” 

Imagine cushions on a floor arranged in something like a circle. Place 
the cushions in the center of the room, and put food on a low table in 
the middle of the circle of cushions. Then stretch yourself out on the 
cushion so your head is near the food and your feet are far, far away 
from it. Rest your head on the one hand that’s propped up by your 
elbow, and use the other hand to bring the food to your mouth. Now 
add twelve other people who will stretch themselves out around the 
cushions. That’s similar to the way the disciples arranged themselves at 
the table with Jesus. 

The room must have been a welcome retreat from the stress of 
Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem over the past week or so. Now He could 
spend time with His disciples in the privacy of the room He had 
secured. At this point, Jesus stunned the Twelve by revealing one of 
you will betray me. Deeply distressed by what He told them, they 
wondered how any of them could ever be accused of betraying Him. 

VERSE 23
23 He replied, “The one who dipped his hand with me in the bowl—
he will betray me. 

The Passover meal included a bowl of sauce composed of bitter herbs 
mixed with mashed fruit. During the meal, participants would eat 
the sauce by dipping bread into the bowl. Jesus told His disciples that 
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the person who dipped his hand into the bowl would betray Him. His 
statement didn’t help to identify the culprit because each of them had 
dipped his hand into the bowl with Jesus. However, it suggested that 
one of His disciples would betray Him.  

VERSE 24
24 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him, but woe to 
that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been 
better for him if he had not been born.” 

Jesus went on to say that the act of betrayal fulfilled Old Testament 
prophecies about the Messiah. Scripture passages like Psalm 41:9 and 
Isaiah 53:3-8 had been written to suggest that the Messiah would be 
betrayed. Granted, God would use the act of betrayal to carry out His 
sovereign plan of salvation. However, the person who betrayed Jesus 
had the freedom to choose the path he would take. If his darkened 
heart prompted him to betray Jesus, he would be held accountable 
for the regrettable choice he made. Accordingly, Jesus warned the 
disciples that the person who betrayed Him would regret having been 
born.  

VERSE 25
25 Judas, his betrayer, replied, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” “You have said 
it,” he told him. 

Sometime earlier, Judas had agreed to betray Jesus by handing 
Him over to the Jewish leaders. Since then, he had been looking 
for the right opportunity (26:14-16). Therefore, his reply to Jesus’ 
announcement about betrayal was an attempt to cover up his 
deceitful intention. Notice that he didn’t refer to Jesus as Lord. 
Instead, he referred to Him as Rabbi, a common term used to refer 
to a teacher. In doing so, he revealed the cold darkness in his heart. 
Jesus responded by letting Judas know that he had pointed the finger 
of blame at himself by what he had said. 

What was the difference in Judas’s betrayal and Peter’s denial? In what 
ways do some modern believers betray or deny Christ?
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REMEMBRANCE (MATT. 26:26-30)

VERSES 26-28
26 As they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, 
gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take and eat it; this is my body.” 
27 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks, he gave it to them 
and said, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Jesus drew the disciples’ attention to a new feature in the meal that 
would never be forgotten. Unleavened bread reminded the disciples of 
what God had done to deliver His people out of slavery in Egypt. Now 
it would mean more to them. The disciples watched as Jesus blessed 
the bread, broke it, and gave it to them to eat. The bread would 
remind them of His body. Within hours His body would be nailed to a 
cross to deliver people from sin’s bondage. 

In the Passover meal, God’s people took the cup to remind them 
of His promises as they made their way to the promised land. Jesus 
told His disciples that now the cup would remind them of His blood. 
For Jewish people, blood represented life. Accordingly, the blood of 
Jesus would remind them that He gave up His life to provide the 
gift of salvation. Jesus instructed the disciples to drink it as a way of 
reminding them of blood poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. While not everyone will be saved, Jesus’ blood provided for the 
salvation of anyone who repents and receives Him as Savior.

VERSE 29
29 But I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on 
until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

Jesus assured His disciples they would see Him again. He told them 
that one day they would be with Him in His Father’s kingdom. At 
that time, they would drink the cup as they celebrated together. Some 
writers interpret the phrase my Father’s kingdom as the millennial age 
when Jesus reigns on the earth. Others believe it points to the time 
following Jesus’ resurrection.

The disciples kept Jesus’ promise in view as they served Him after 
His resurrection and ascension. They looked forward to that day with 
joyful anticipation. So do Christians today.
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VERSE 30
30 After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

A typical part of the Passover service included singing psalms. 
Psalms 115–118 likely were the praise songs shared during the 
conclusion of the meal. Although Jesus would experience intense 
prayer later that evening, He offered a song of praise as the group 
prepared to leave for the Mount of Olives. Jesus often went there to 
pray in the garden of Gethsemane. As they sang, the disciples didn’t 
realize that Jesus would die soon. Neither did they anticipate that He 
would be raised from the grave. They would grasp the full meaning 
of the bread and the cup only after His resurrection. 

Believers continue to observe the Lord’s Supper today. It’s a 
distinctive opportunity to celebrate the salvation Christ has provided 
and to look forward to the day when we will see Him again. Let us 
always be mindful of Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf and live in such a 
way that honors our Savior and Lord.

What do Jesus’ actions in this passage reveal about His mission and 
purpose? In what ways does the Lord’s Supper motivate you to live 
differently in light of Christ’s death and resurrection?

BIBLE SKILL:  Use a Bible dictionary to learn more about Passover and 
its relationship to the Lord’s Supper.

Look up “Passover” in a Bible dictionary. Review Scripture passages listed in 
the entry. Look for connections between the Passover and Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. What are the primary differences between the Passover feast 
and the Lord’s Supper? 
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IN MY CONTEXT
•  Believers can recognize God’s provisions, being thankful for what 

He provides. 
•  None of us are beyond betraying Christ, so we must always be 

diligent in our loyalty. 
•  Believers are to be always mindful of Jesus’ sacrifice on their behalf. 

What actions is Jesus directing you to take in light of His death, burial, 
and resurrection? Identify the most important actions that take priority 
and the steps required to complete those actions. 

Discuss with the group commitments made by believers today. Compare 
the intentions of these commitments with the commitments made by 
the disciples to remain loyal to Jesus. How can the group hold each other 
accountable for keeping commitments made to Jesus?

Reflect on the two elements of the Lord’s Supper. Put in your own words 
what the bread and cup mean to you personally as you serve Christ. 
Thank Jesus for providing salvation for you. 

MEMORY VERSE
And he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it to them, and said, 
“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.” —Luke 22:19
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Do I Have the Strength?
Jesus willingly submitted to the Father’s redemptive plan.

MATTHEW 26:36-46
36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and 
he told the disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 
37 Taking along Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be 
sorrowful and troubled. 38 He said to them, “I am deeply grieved to 
the point of death. Remain here and stay awake with me.” 39 Going 
a little farther, he fell facedown and prayed, “My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass from me. Yet not as I will, but as you 
will.” 40 Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. He 
asked Peter, “So, couldn’t you stay awake with me one hour? 41 Stay 
awake and pray, so that you won’t enter into temptation. The spirit 
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is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again, a second time, he went 
away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, 
your will be done.” 43 And he came again and found them sleeping, 
because they could not keep their eyes open. 44 After leaving them, 
he went away again and prayed a third time, saying the same thing 
once more. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are 
you still sleeping and resting? See, the time is near. The Son of 
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up; let’s go. See, 
my betrayer is near.”  

Note the number of times Jesus retreated to the seclusion of Gethsemane 
to pray. What does that information reveal about His relationship with 
His Father?

Identify phrases and actions that demonstrate Jesus’ trust in the Father. 

FIRST THOUGHTS
Prayer changes things. For some people, that statement may not be 
much more than a cliché. But for growing Christians, it’s a dynamic 
life principle. Mature believers have learned to turn to the Lord 
in prayer when the sun rises and especially when a crisis arises. 
Spending time with Him in prayer gives us direction and resolve to 
face whatever challenge we see coming toward us. 

Describe a recent crisis in your life in which you went to God in prayer. 
What impact did prayer have on you and on the crisis you encountered?
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Our study this week focuses on Jesus’ prayer in the hours 
leading up to His betrayal and arrest. Knowing His crucifixion was 
near, Jesus sought the ear of His Father. We may have difficulty 
reconciling Jesus’ divinity with His desire to pray. As we study this 
passage, remember that Jesus was fully human as well as fully God. 
His experience not only revealed His humanity, but it also gives us 
an example to follow in our times of crisis. As He submitted His 
will to the Father, so can we find strength for difficulty by yielding 
ourselves to the Father’s plan. Like Jesus, we may pray passionately, 
but in the end we find peace as we embrace God’s will.

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
MATTHEW 26:36-46
Matthew placed the account of Jesus at Gethsemane in the setting 
of the Passover festival in Jerusalem. Devout Jewish people from 
everywhere crowded into the city for the festival, which created a 
mixture of tension and jubilation. Jesus had made His triumphal 
entry into the city on Sunday. On the following Thursday, Jesus’ 
disciples began to get everything ready so they could celebrate 
Passover together (26:17). 

By the time the sun set on Thursday, Jesus and His disciples were 
sharing the Passover meal in a room provided by an unidentified 
person who was apparently loyal to Jesus. During the meal, Jesus 
initiated the Lord’s Supper. Later that night, He led His disciples to 
the Mount of Olives (26:18-30). As He made His way to Gethsemane, 
He stopped to pray. His time in prayer strengthened His resolve to go 
to the cross and sacrifice His life so we could be saved. Before the sun 
rose the next morning, His adversaries arrested Him, and He began 
His journey to Calvary.

Matthew recorded the details of Jesus’ praying at Gethsemane. 
So did Mark and Luke in their accounts of Jesus (Mark 14:32-42; 
Luke 22:40-46). The writer of Hebrews likely had Gethsemane 
in mind when he asserted that Jesus prayed in advance of His 
suffering (Heb. 5:7-8). These writers understood that Jesus’ praying 
at Gethsemane paved the way for the most pivotal episode in God’s 
plan of salvation. 
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
COMMITTED TO THE TASK (MATT. 26:36-39)

VERSE 36
36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he 
told the disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 

After initiating the Lord’s Supper, Jesus led His disciples to the 
garden of •Gethsemane. Located near the Mount of Olives, the name 
meant “olive press.” It may have been an enclosed place, or it may 
have been just an area hidden by groves of olive trees. The garden of 
Gethsemane was Jesus’ usual place to go for intense prayer (Luke 
22:39). It provided Him with the perfect setting to prepare for what 
would happen to Him within the next few hours. 

Jesus instructed eight of the disciples to stay behind, perhaps near 
the entrance to the garden. By asking them to sit here, He gave the 
distinct impression that He didn’t want them to go anywhere else. 
However, He didn’t leave them sitting in the dark wondering why He 
walked away from them. He told them He needed to go deeper into 
the garden to pray. Sometimes, in our most challenging moments, 
we need the solitary focus of being alone with God. Jesus separated 
Himself from His closest friends so He could share His heart with 
the Father. 

VERSES 37-38
37 Taking along Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be 
sorrowful and troubled. 38 He said to them, “I am deeply grieved to 
the point of death. Remain here and stay awake with me.” 

As He did at the mount of transfiguration (see Matt. 17:1-2), Jesus 
took Peter and the two sons of •Zebedee, James and John, with Him 
and left the others behind. These three formed the inner circle of 
Jesus’ group of disciples. 

For the past few days, Jesus had been alerting His disciples to the 
gruesome reality of His certain death. Now, late into Thursday night, 
His anguish grew as He prepared for what would happen to Him 
within hours. In the trusted presence of His closest disciples, waves 
of sorrow began to overwhelm Him, and He started to show that He 
was very distressed. As His agony slowly swallowed Him up, He told 
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them that His anguish had driven Him to the doorstep of death itself. 
Jesus knew the resurrection would come. He had the power to lay 
down His life and the authority to take it up again (John 10:18). Yet, 
in His humanity, the reality of suffering and dying was overshadowed 
only by the larger pain of taking our sin debt on Himself (1 Pet. 2:24). 

Jesus desperately needed to spend time alone with His Father. For 
that reason, He urged them to watch out for Him so He wouldn’t be 
interrupted. He directed them to remain at the edge of the garden. 
In order to guard His prayer time well, they had to fight off sleep and 
stay awake. 

VERSE 39
39 Going a little farther, he fell facedown and prayed, “My Father, 
if it is possible, let this cup pass from me. Yet not as I will, but as 
you will.” 

Leaving the three disciples to keep watch, Jesus went a little farther 
into the garden. He fell facedown and prayed. The weight of His sorrow 
buckled Him, dropping Him to the ground. Although Jesus was truly 
God incarnate, He humbled Himself before the Father. He was absolutely 
sinless and didn’t deserve to be punished. At the same time, He 
exhibited His humanity. He hurt like any other person who ached with 
unspeakable sorrow. But instead of screaming out into the darkness in 
tortured solitude, Jesus prayed. He didn’t give in to desperation. Rather, 
He turned to His Father and spoke honestly out of His agony. 

BIBLE SKILL:  Read, reflect on, and react emotionally to a Bible verse.

Reflect on Matthew 26:39. Evaluate your emotional response to this verse. 
Read the verse aloud. Then read the verse slowly, calling out synonyms for 
each word as you read it. How does this verse speak to our prayer practices? 
Record your thoughts. 
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Jesus asked about another way to provide salvation for sinners 
that wouldn’t be so unbearable for Him. The cup of suffering He 
was about to drink would mingle human torture and certain death 
with God’s wrath. The physical, emotional, and spiritual pain that 
awaited Him on the cross tore at His heart. It prompted Him to ask 
His Father if it would be possible to let this cup pass from Him. But 
while He asked about another path, He affirmed His willingness to 
do His Father’s will no matter what kind of anguish it would bring. 
Ultimately, Jesus knew the Father’s will and yielded to it.

What does Jesus’ willingness to follow God’s direction reveal to us about 
His trust in the Father? How did that trust foster courage in Jesus? 

ASLEEP ON THE JOB (MATT. 26:40-43) 

VERSES 40-41
40 Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. He asked 
Peter, “So, couldn’t you stay awake with me one hour? 41 Stay 
awake and pray, so that you won’t enter into temptation. The spirit 
is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

After Jesus prayed for about an hour, He returned to the three 
disciples. He could see that they were asleep. By sleeping when they 
should have been watching, they demonstrated that they didn’t share 
His burden of sorrow. 

Although He probably woke all three sleeping disciples, He called 
Peter by name. Earlier that night, Peter had declared his undying 
loyalty to Jesus (Matt. 26:31-35). Now Jesus found him sleeping 
instead of standing guard. 

The morning sunrise would bring a crisis unlike anything the 
disciples had ever faced. The only way they could handle it properly 
was to stay awake and pray. If they didn’t, they would give in to 
the temptation to respond to it inappropriately. They may have 
been willing to follow Jesus, but the weakness of their flesh would 
unravel them in the crisis. They couldn’t afford to step into the 
challenges of the next day without being spiritually prepared.  
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VERSE 42
42 Again, a second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if 
this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 

Once more, Jesus went away to pray. This time, He didn’t ask His 
Father to let the cup pass from Him. He acknowledged that He 
wanted His Father’s will to be carried out even if it meant that He 
could not avoid the suffering to come. 

When Jesus instructed His disciples on how to pray at the 
beginning of His ministry, He included the necessity of declaring 
their willingness to do the Father’s will (6:10). As Jesus faced the 
misery that awaited Him now, He demonstrated His own submission 
to the Father’s will without regard for what it would cost Him. 

VERSE 43
43 And he came again and found them sleeping, because they could 
not keep their eyes open. 

In stark contrast to Jesus’ struggle with the cup of suffering that 
He would drink shortly, the disciples struggled with staying awake. 
Jesus was on His way to winning His battle, but apparently His 
disciples were losing their battle with sleep. Like before, Jesus found 
them sleeping when He approached them. Matthew added that 
they could not keep their eyes open. Even though they may have 
wanted their eyes to stay open and remain alert, their need for sleep 
consumed them. 

Perhaps their failed struggle with sleep served as an application 
of the principle Jesus had just shared with them (v. 41). Spiritually, 
they wanted nothing more than to stay awake and protect Jesus so 
He could spend uninterrupted time in prayer. However, the long night 
and their physical weariness prevented them from carrying out their 
intention. Indeed, the disciples were losing their battle with sleep 
while prayer was winning the battle for Jesus.

KEY DOCTRINE:  Son of God 

Jesus honored the divine law by His personal obedience.
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How does our physical weakness stand in the way of our willingness to 
serve Christ? What can be done to overcome our physical limits when it 
comes to serving God? 

REALIZING THE MOMENT (MATT. 26:44-46)

VERSE 44
44 After leaving them, he went away again and prayed a third time, 
saying the same thing once more. 

As the disciples continued to sleep, Jesus returned to the garden 
to pray yet again. He continued to pray the same thing that He had 
declared when He prayed earlier (v. 42). Once more He affirmed that 
He wanted His Father’s will to be done. He didn’t place any conditions 
on His life. He gave Himself to do whatever was necessary so the gift 
of eternal life could be offered to everyone everywhere.

Jesus taught about persistence in prayer on several occasions 
(Matt. 15:22-28; Luke 11:5-8). Here He demonstrated persistent 
prayer. God does not grow weary if we pray the same thing over and 
over. This kind of prayer is not the vain repetition Jesus warned 
against (Matt. 6:7), nor is it an attempt to convince God to change 
His mind. Passionate prayer involves yielding ourselves to the 
Father’s will.

VERSE 45
45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still 
sleeping and resting? See, the time is near. The Son of Man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. 

Matthew carefully noted Jesus’ response to the coming crisis. Also, he 
faithfully described the responses of the disciples. They allowed sleep 
to overwhelm them. But Jesus allowed His Father’s redemptive plan 
to seize Him. Instead of agonizing over the cup of suffering He would 
have to drink, He focused His attention solely on giving Himself as 
the sacrifice necessary for sinners to be forgiven.

Jesus’ obedience to His Father’s plan also stirred Him to awaken 
His disciples. Their time for sleeping and resting had come to an end. 
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He told them the time is near. Perhaps He could hear the sounds of 
soldiers’ feet tramping through the garden. Perhaps they could see the 
torches of the mob as it approached.

Jesus was about to be betrayed, handed over like a criminal into 
the hands of sinners. Because of their sinfulness, His betrayers could 
not see Jesus as the Son of Man. Neither could they understand that 
their actions to arrest Jesus fit precisely into God’s plan to save people 
from their sin.  

VERSE 46
46 Get up; let’s go. See, my betrayer is near.” 

The time Jesus had spent in prayer nurtured His resolve. Instead 
of retreating from what was about to happen, He moved toward 
it. He didn’t run from the pain that approached Him. Instead, He 
embraced it, ready to proceed with His Father’s plan. But He also 
wanted His disciples to be ready. For that reason, He told them 
to get up. 

With His betrayer approaching, Jesus knew the situation was 
about to change quickly. Immediately He would be led away and take 
His final steps to the cross. Ready to take those steps, He declared 
to His disciples, let’s go. These words were not intended to warn 
them to flee. Jesus did not seek escape but rather went toward the 
oncoming mob. He came to earth for the purpose of laying down His 
life as a sacrifice. As His betrayer approached, Jesus went forward to 
fulfill His destiny.

Notice that Jesus said that His betrayer was near. He used the 
same word near in the previous verse. Throughout His ministry, 
He had used the word near to describe the coming kingdom of God 
(Matt. 3:2; 4:17; 10:7). With the cross in view, the kingdom of God 
came near in the sacrifice He was about to make for us.

How was this a defining moment for Jesus? What role did Jesus’ 
understanding of His purpose play in this defining moment? 
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IN MY CONTEXT
•  Believers are to willingly accept God’s direction and will in 

their lives. 
•  Believers are to stay alert, depending upon the Father to help them 

remain faithful to their assigned task. 
•  Jesus came to earth for the sole purpose of laying down His life 

as a sacrifice. 

What keeps you from following God’s plans fully? Ask God to reveal the 
roadblocks to obedience and how you can overcome those roadblocks. 
Record what He reveals to you and the actions you need to take. 

Discuss with your Bible study group how Jesus helps believers stay 
alert so they can face the challenges that come with living for Him. 
Include insights gained from today’s study. Record insights gained from 
the group. 

Reflect on Jesus’ prayers at Gethsemane. Thank Him for willingly paying 
for your sin on the cross. Write a prayer of thanksgiving, expressing 
gratitude to Jesus for providing salvation. 

MEMORY VERSE
Going a little farther, he fell facedown and prayed, “My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” 
—Matthew 26:39
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Loyal?
Following Jesus demands loyalty in the face of risk.

MATTHEW 26:63-75
63 But Jesus kept silent. The high priest said to him, “I charge 
you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God.” 64 “You have said it,” Jesus told 
him. “But I tell you, in the future you will see the Son of Man 
seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of 
heaven.” 65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He 
has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? See, now 
you’ve heard the blasphemy. 66 What is your decision?” They 
answered, “He deserves death! ” 67 Then they spat in his face 
and beat him; others slapped him 68 and said, “Prophesy to us, 
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Messiah! Who was it that hit you?” 69 Now Peter was sitting 
outside in the courtyard. A servant girl approached him and 
said, “You were with Jesus the Galilean too.” 70 But he denied it 
in front of everyone: “I don’t know what you’re talking about.” 
71 When he had gone out to the gateway, another woman saw 
him and told those who were there, “This man was with Jesus 
the Nazarene!” 72 And again he denied it with an oath: “I don’t 
know the man!” 73 After a little while those standing there 
approached and said to Peter, “You really are one of them, 
since even your accent gives you away.” 74 Then he started 
to curse and to swear with an oath, “I don’t know the man!” 
Immediately a rooster crowed, 75 and Peter remembered the 
words Jesus had spoken, “Before the rooster crows, you will 
deny me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.  

Highlight the different titles used to identify Jesus in this passage. What 
does each title reveal about His true identity? 

Notice the social position of the people who confronted Peter. How would 
you rate their social clout or power in terms of being a threat to Peter? 

FIRST THOUGHTS
Loyalty can fall on hard times. When everything is going well, being 
loyal is not difficult. But when our circumstances change, so can our 
loyalties. For example, most of us have a favorite restaurant. But one 
bad meal or one testy waiter can cause us to find another favorite 
place to eat. The same observation can be made about our loyalty to 
other businesses, institutions, brands, or even to the church.
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What factors can cause a person to switch his or her loyalties to a brand, 
restaurant, or institution? How important do you think it is for you to 
stick with a brand, restaurant, or institution even when it is facing a 
trying or difficult time? 

If we ever lose sight of what unwavering loyalty looks like, we can 
always get a fresh vision of it when we take a long look at Jesus. In 
Him we observe unbending loyalty to our Father’s plan of salvation. 
The account of Jesus before the high priest and the other Jewish 
leaders brings home the need for disciples to be loyal to Him no 
matter what. Following Him may be easy at times; however, at other 
times being loyal to Him may put us at risk. That’s when our loyalty to 
Him will be put to the test. Our highest priority is to remain loyal to 
Him no matter what the risk. 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
MATTHEW 26:47–27:32
In the pre-dawn hours leading up to what is now Good Friday, Jesus 
had just finished praying at Gethsemane when Judas approached 
Him with a kiss of betrayal. Immediately, Jesus was arrested. 
When one of the disciples tried to protect Him with a sword, Jesus 
commanded him to put it away (26:47-56). Those who arrested Jesus 
led Him to the palace of the Jewish high priest to be interrogated. 
There He acknowledged that He was the Messiah. The religious 
leaders agreed that He should be put to death for blasphemy, and 
Peter denied that he knew Jesus (26:57-75). Judas also came to realize 
what he had done. Remorse over his act of betrayal prompted him to 
hang himself (27:1-10). 

Meanwhile, the Jewish leaders handed Jesus over to Pilate, the 
Roman governor. Pilate questioned Jesus and came to the conclusion 
that He had committed no crime. However, the religious leaders 
had stirred the crowd into an angry mob that wanted Jesus to be 
crucified. When Pilate offered to release Jesus, they rejected his offer 
and asked him to release Barabbas instead (27:11-18). As the crisis 
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worsened for Pilate, he received a message from his wife encouraging 
him to have nothing to do with Jesus. The crowd continued to call for 
Jesus’ crucifixion, so Pilate ordered Him to be scourged and crucified. 
The Roman soldiers mocked Jesus in an attempt to humiliate Him 
before they led Him away to be crucified (27:19-31). 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
AFFIRMED BY SCRIPTURE (MATT. 26:63-64)

VERSE 63
63 But Jesus kept silent. The high priest said to him, “I charge you 
under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God.” 

Immediately after Judas kissed Jesus to confirm His identity to 
the authorities, guards delivered Him to Caiaphas, the high priest. 
Caiaphas ruled the Sanhedrin, the powerful council that reigned 
over the Jewish people. As Jesus stood before the high priest, He 
listened to one false testimony against Him after another. Jesus 
didn’t try to defend Himself; instead, He kept silent. With His 
silence, He showed that He didn’t intend to do anything to try to 
save His life. Instead, He intended to give His life as a sacrifice so 
sinners could be forgiven.

Frustrated with Jesus’ silence, the high priest tried to put Jesus 
under oath. Witnesses in a trial are typically placed under oaths to 
tell the truth. Caiaphas demanded that Jesus declare whether He 
claimed to be the Messiah.

The question Caiaphas asked Jesus had been on the minds of 
everyone present for quite a while. Now under oath, Jesus would have 
to answer it. He would have to tell them if He was the Messiah and 
the Son of God. For most Jewish people in that day, both titles had 
the same basic meaning. 

VERSE 64 
64 “You have said it,” Jesus told him. “But I tell you, in the future 
you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and 
coming on the clouds of heaven.” 
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Jesus answered the high priest’s question in the same way He had 
replied to Judas earlier (26:25). By telling Caiaphas you have said it, 
Jesus affirmed His identity as Messiah, the Son of God. But Jesus 
didn’t stop there. The general impression of those two titles gave 
most Jewish people at that time hopeful notions of national liberty 
and retaliation against the harsh Roman rulers. The Jews had placed 
their hope in a messiah who would lead them to freedom over their 
oppressors. Jesus corrected their warped view by explaining what 
they would see as they looked to the future. They wouldn’t see Him 
leading a charge against the Roman government. Instead, He would do 
something entirely different. They would see Him as the •Son of Man. 
This title came from Daniel 7:13 and depicted a ruler who would come 
from heaven and rule over an eternal kingdom. He would be seated on 
a throne. However, the throne would not represent a political kingdom. 
Rather, it would be the eternal kingdom mentioned in Psalm 110:1-4.

Scripture was a vital part of Jesus’ life—He taught at the temple 
at the age of 12 (Luke 2:46-47), gave His first sermon in Luke 4:18-19, 
and quoted Scripture from the cross (Matt. 27:46). Jesus saturated 
Himself with Scripture throughout His life and ministry and even at 
His death.

What was the significance of Jesus’ pointing to Scripture in response to 
questions addressed to Him? How does Scripture continue to serve as the 
authority on Jesus’ identity? 

BIBLE SKILL:  Use additional Scripture to understand a phrase. 

Read Hebrews 1:3,13; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2; Psalm 110:1; Ephesians 1:20; Colossians 
3:1; and Romans 8:34. Notice how each verse links Jesus’ deity with some 
form of the phrase “right hand of power.” What does each verse reveal 
about the importance of Jesus’ being positioned at the right hand of God? 
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DENIED BY HIS OPPONENTS (MATT. 26:65-68)

VERSE 65
65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has 
blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? See, now you’ve 
heard the blasphemy. 

The high priest’s response to Jesus’ claim was immediate and full of 
hostility. In those days, a man tore his robes to express deep grief 
or extreme outrage. It was also the customary response of a Jewish 
leader to •blasphemy. That’s what prompted the high priest to tear 
his robes in the presence of the other Jewish leaders. As far as the 
high priest was concerned, Jesus had indicted Himself with what He 
had just said. No other witnesses to His blasphemy would be needed 
to testify. The Jewish leaders had heard for themselves that Jesus 
considered Himself to be the Son of God. 

VERSE 66
66 What is your decision?” They answered, “He deserves death! ” 

After acknowledging His identity and correcting the perspective of 
the religious leaders regarding the role of the Messiah, Jesus had 
nothing more to say. Now the high priest and his council would 
have to make the next move. They would have to choose whether to 
find Him innocent or guilty of blasphemy. The council agreed with 
the high priest. Jesus equated Himself with God; therefore, in their 
judgment, He had blasphemed. According to Leviticus 24:10-23, a 
person convicted of blasphemy was to be executed, and the form 
of execution was stoning. The Jewish leaders who passed judgment 
on Jesus appeared to be unanimous in their determination that He 
deserved death. 

KEY DOCTRINE:  God the Son

Jesus ascended into heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of God 
where He is the One Mediator, fully God, fully man, in whose Person is 
effected the reconciliation between God and man.
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DENIED BY HIS OPPONENTS (MATT. 26:65-68)

VERSE 65
65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has 
blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? See, now you’ve 
heard the blasphemy. 

The high priest’s response to Jesus’ claim was immediate and full of 
hostility. In those days, a man tore his robes to express deep grief 
or extreme outrage. It was also the customary response of a Jewish 
leader to •blasphemy. That’s what prompted the high priest to tear 
his robes in the presence of the other Jewish leaders. As far as the 
high priest was concerned, Jesus had indicted Himself with what He 
had just said. No other witnesses to His blasphemy would be needed 
to testify. The Jewish leaders had heard for themselves that Jesus 
considered Himself to be the Son of God. 

VERSE 66
66 What is your decision?” They answered, “He deserves death! ” 

After acknowledging His identity and correcting the perspective of 
the religious leaders regarding the role of the Messiah, Jesus had 
nothing more to say. Now the high priest and his council would 
have to make the next move. They would have to choose whether to 
find Him innocent or guilty of blasphemy. The council agreed with 
the high priest. Jesus equated Himself with God; therefore, in their 
judgment, He had blasphemed. According to Leviticus 24:10-23, a 
person convicted of blasphemy was to be executed, and the form 
of execution was stoning. The Jewish leaders who passed judgment 
on Jesus appeared to be unanimous in their determination that He 
deserved death. 

KEY DOCTRINE:  God the Son

Jesus ascended into heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of God 
where He is the One Mediator, fully God, fully man, in whose Person is 
effected the reconciliation between God and man.

VERSE 67
67 Then they spat in his face and beat him; others slapped him 

Calling Jesus a blasphemer and sentencing Him to death didn’t stop 
the religious leaders from taking other steps to punish Him. After 
they condemned Him, they set out to humiliate Him. They brutalized 
Him in the presence of everyone there. Matthew noted that they spat 
in his face. This was an insult in one of the worst possible ways. They 
also beat him, clubbing and punching Him with no restraint. Others 
slapped him, which was another way to humiliate Him. The Jewish 
leaders should have worshiped and submitted to Jesus; instead, they 
insulted and assaulted Him. 

VERSE 68
68 and said, “Prophesy to us, Messiah! Who was it that hit you?” 

The religious leaders directed their insults at Jesus’ prophetic 
ministry. In Jesus’ day, people held to the idea that God would reveal 
hidden insights to the prophets that didn’t require them to use their 
eyes. They had also come to believe that the Messiah would manifest 
this same supernatural capability. Jesus’ opponents put that belief 
to work as they slapped Him. They commanded Him to prophesy 
about who had hit Him. With their command, they expected Him 
to be able to tell them the name of the person who struck Him even 
though He couldn’t see who had done it. They believed that if Jesus 
actually was the Messiah, then He should have been capable of such 
a miraculous feat.

What kinds of misconceptions do people today have about Christ? How 
do those misconceptions compare to the misconceptions Jesus faced 
during His trial? 

ABANDONED BY HIS FRIENDS (MATT. 26:69-75)

VERSES 69-72
69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant girl 
approached him and said, “You were with Jesus the Galilean too.” 
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70 But he denied it in front of everyone: “I don’t know what you’re 
talking about.” 71 When he had gone out to the gateway, another 
woman saw him and told those who were there, “This man was 
with Jesus the Nazarene!” 72 And again he denied it with an oath: 
“I don’t know the man!” 

Matthew now shifted the scene to Peter. The apostle stood outside 
the room where the religious leaders ganged up on Jesus to disgrace 
and humiliate Him. From the courtyard where he stood, Peter could 
probably hear and perhaps even see the brutality meted out to Jesus. 
That’s when a servant girl noticed him and claimed that he had been 
with Jesus. Instead of standing firm and demonstrating his loyalty 
to Jesus, Peter did something entirely different. He denied the 
servant’s claim and tried to give the impression that she had made a 
huge mistake when she connected him to Jesus. 

Peter made his way out of the courtyard. He probably intended 
to remove himself from the firelight and shelter himself in the dark 
shadows of the night. On his way to the gateway, he ran into another 
woman who recognized him. She also told the people in her company 
that he had been with Jesus. Peter reacted with an oath. Jesus had 
taught the disciples not to swear by anything in heaven or earth but 
to let their words be straightforward and true (Matt. 5:34-36). But 
Peter’s mind was not on Jesus’ teaching; it was on the immediate 
danger. Peter merely referred to Jesus as the man, refusing even to 
say His name. Each statement further distanced him from his Master.

Notice that both of the women who recognized Peter made 
similar observations about Jesus. One of them said that Jesus was a 
Galilean. The other woman referred to Him as a •Nazarene, a resident 
of Nazareth. Of course, Nazareth was located in the Galilean region. 
Their observations seemed to convey the fact that Jesus’ ministry 
had been identified more with the region of Galilee than with Judea, 
where Jerusalem was located. 

VERSES 73-74
73 After a little while those standing there approached and said 
to Peter, “You really are one of them, since even your accent gives 
you away.” 74 Then he started to curse and to swear with an oath, 
“I don’t know the man!” Immediately a rooster crowed, 
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So far, two people had connected Peter with Jesus. Both times 
Peter denied that he knew Jesus at all. The third claim about Peter’s 
connection with Jesus came from people who happened to be 
standing there. Hearing Peter deny his association with Jesus, they 
confronted him. They confronted him not about what he said, but 
because of the way he said it. Peter’s accent provided evidence for 
them that he was one of the disciples who had been with Jesus. Most 
of the disciples were from Galilee, and they spoke with a Galilean 
accent. Jesus had the same accent. That’s why they told Peter that his 
accent had given him away.  

Frantically, Peter tried to cover up his association with Jesus by 
cursing and swearing with another oath. By cursing, he called down 
curses on himself if he was not telling the truth. For the third time, 
he denied knowing Jesus. Again he referred to Jesus only as the 
man. That’s when the rooster crowed. 

VERSE 75
75 and Peter remembered the words Jesus had spoken, “Before the 
rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went outside 
and wept bitterly. 

Everything changed for Peter when he heard the crowing of the 
rooster. He remembered the conversation he had had with Jesus 
about his betrayal. Jesus told Peter exactly how it would happen 
(26:34). Peter had thought he would be loyal to Jesus no matter 
what. Now his three denials confronted him. No wonder he wept 
bitterly. But the account of Peter’s betrayal isn’t the end of his story. 
Jesus didn’t turn His back on Peter or give up on him. Instead, He 
would restore Peter after His resurrection (John 21:15-19). As a 
result, Peter would devote the rest of his life to Christ. 

What pressures could cause a person to hide his or her Christian beliefs? 
How are those pressures seen in Peter’s circumstances in this passage? 
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IN MY CONTEXT
•  Jesus is the promised Messiah who will reign eternally. 
•  One’s denial of Jesus’ identity does not change the fact of who He is. 
•  Believers must remain loyal to Christ regardless of the 

potential costs. 

Reflect on the hope believers have based on Jesus’ promises. How do you 
demonstrate that hope in your actions and attitudes? Identify actions and 
attitudes that you need to change so that you can better demonstrate 
that hope. 

Review your understanding of Jesus and His mission. How does your 
understanding of Jesus compare to how Jesus described Himself to the 
Sanhedrin? List one thing in your understanding of Jesus and His mission 
you need to reconsider in light of today’s study. 

Discuss with your Bible study group how to encourage each other as you 
face risks while being loyal to Christ. Identify specific ways to remain 
faithful to Him no matter what.

MEMORY VERSE
“You have said it,” Jesus told him. “But I tell you, in the future you will 
see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on 
the clouds of heaven.” —Matthew 26:64
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Crucified
Jesus willingly sacrificed His life to pay the price for all of humanity’s 
sin.

MATTHEW 27:41-52
41 In the same way the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, 
mocked him and said, 42 “He saved others, but he cannot save 
himself! He is the King of Israel! Let him come down now from the 
cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God rescue 
him now—if he takes pleasure in him! For he said, ‘I am the Son 
of God.’” 44 In the same way even the criminals who were crucified 
with him taunted him. 45 From noon until three in the afternoon 
darkness came over the whole land. 46 About three in the afternoon 
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Elí, Elí, lemá sabachtháni?” that is, 
“My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” 47 When some of 
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© LifeWay 2017



122 E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e |  P er son a l St u dy Gu i de

those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling for Elijah.” 
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour 
wine, put it on a stick, and offered him a drink. 49 But the rest said, 
“Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 50 But Jesus cried out again 
with a loud voice and gave up his spirit. 51 Suddenly, the curtain 
of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom, the earth 
quaked, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs were also opened and 
many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised.  

Highlight words and phrases that emphasize what Jesus endured on the 
cross. What do those things reveal about Jesus’ love for humanity? What 
do the things He endured reveal about humanity? 

Notice the events that took place immediately after Jesus’ death. What do 
these events reveal about the death of Jesus?

FIRST THOUGHTS
We honor people who voluntarily place their lives in harm’s way for 
others. Military personnel who serve our country receive our respectful 
appreciation for their willingness to sacrifice their lives for the cause of 
liberty. Police officers protect and serve their neighborhoods, but not 
because someone forced them to do it. They willingly choose to go on 
patrol each day, even though they know that doing so may place them 
in danger. Firefighters and other first responders live with the same 
risk of losing their lives in the line of duty. Yet they are willing to take 
the risk. For that reason, we appreciate them.

How do you respond to others who serve your community and country? 
How does their willingness to serve in this way affect the way you feel 
about them? 
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When we think about Jesus and what He has done for us, our 
thoughts go immediately to the cross. His crucifixion demonstrates 
that He intended to sacrifice His life once and for all so we could be 
saved. His death paid the price for our sin. When we study Matthew’s 
account of His sacrifice on the cross for us, we are led to worship 
Him with sincere gratitude. Also, we are prompted to serve Him with 
complete devotion. 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
MATTHEW 27:33-66
Matthew wrote a careful account of Jesus’ crucifixion. After Pilate gave 
the order to crucify Him, the soldiers led Jesus to Golgotha, where they 
nailed Him to a cross between two criminals. People who passed by 
ridiculed Him, and so did the religious leaders (27:39-44). Darkness 
covered the land as Jesus suffered in solitary misery for our sin and 
cried out to God (vv. 45-46). Then He took His last breath. Immediately 
His death made an impact on the temple, creation, and the tombs in 
Jerusalem (vv. 50-53). His death also made a powerful impression on the 
centurion who watched Him die (v. 54). Certain women who followed 
Him as faithful disciples were looking on from a distance. Matthew 
named them and noted that they came from Galilee (vv. 55-56).

After Jesus died, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for His body. 
Joseph took possession of Jesus’ body, wrapped it in linen, and placed 
it in a new tomb. The women from Galilee looked on as he closed 
the tomb by placing a huge stone over the door (vv. 57-61). Later the 
religious leaders complained to Pilate that Jesus’ disciples might steal 
Jesus’ body and then declare to everyone that He had been raised 
from the dead. In response, Pilate directed them to secure the area by 
sealing the tomb and posting guards (vv. 62-66).  

EXPLORE THE TEXT
MOCKED (MATT. 27:41-44)

VERSES 41-42
41 In the same way the chief priests, with the scribes and 
elders, mocked him and said, 42 “He saved others, but he cannot 
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save himself! He is the King of Israel! Let him come down now 
from the cross, and we will believe in him. 

After the soldiers nailed Jesus to the cross and placed Him between 
two criminals, people passing by hurled insults at Him (27:39-44). The 
religious leaders took advantage of the opportunity to insult Jesus too. 
They showed no mercy as they mocked him. Along with the physical 
agony, Jesus endured the cruelty handed out by those who should 
have embraced Him as Messiah. For a long time, the religious leaders 
had worked to get rid of Jesus. Now, with Him hanging on the cross 
before them, they delighted in the freedom to take verbal jabs at Him. 

The leaders ridiculed Jesus because they didn’t think He could 
save himself. They recalled His ministry among them and the way He 
had delivered countless people. He had healed diseases and cast out 
demons and even raised people from the dead. On the cross, however, 
He appeared to be completely helpless. The religious leaders believed 
that He lacked the ability to save His own life. But for Jesus, saving 
Himself meant that He wouldn’t be able to save sinners. Therefore, He 
refused to save Himself. 

The religious leaders also jeered at the idea that Jesus was the King 
of Israel. When the Roman soldiers nailed Him to the cross, they also 
nailed a placard above His head. Accordingly, Jesus’ placard advertised 
the charge against Him —that He claimed to be king of the Jews 
(27:37). The religious leaders mocked King Jesus for being powerless 
to remove Himself from His cross.

As they ridiculed Jesus, the religious leaders said they might believe 
in him if He came down from the cross. Jesus once told a parable about 
people who would not listen to the Scriptures and would not believe 
even if someone were to rise from the dead (Luke 16:31).  

VERSE 43
43 He trusts in God; let God rescue him now—if he takes pleasure 
in him! For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 

The religious leaders aimed their cruelest taunt at Jesus’ relationship 
with the Father. They had observed how He had put His faith in God 
throughout His ministry. In what He had said and done, He left no 
room for doubt about His submission to His Father’s will. Now, as 
He languished on the cross, the religious leaders sneered at the idea 
that God would rescue him now. They suggested that Jesus shouldn’t 
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expect God’s help. They went on to suggest that God obviously did 
not take pleasure in Jesus. 

With this particular taunt, the religious leaders probably had 
Psalm 22:8 in mind. In that passage, the psalmist encouraged God’s 
people to trust Him for their deliverance. The religious leaders’ 
taunting of Jesus misrepresented the passage in a coldhearted way. 
They implied that God would not rescue His servants if they had 
failed to please Him. Based on their misrepresentation of the verse, 
they declared that Jesus had obviously not found favor with God. For 
that reason, God would not rescue Him from the cross. They insisted 
that God refused to take pleasure in Jesus because He claimed to be 
God’s Son. 

VERSE 44
44 In the same way even the criminals who were crucified with him 
taunted him. 

Imagine the physical agony Jesus had to endure as He suffered on 
the cross. His body must have been pulsing with endless, screaming 
pain. The crowd and the religious leaders mocked Him. Even the 
criminals hanging nearby on their crosses joined in taunting Him. As 
they agonized on their own crosses, their ridicule showed that they 
had nothing but contempt for Jesus. Later in the day, the criminal 
on Jesus’ right hand had a change of heart. He saw the way Jesus 

BIBLE SKILL:  Study New Testament passages that include Old 
Testament quotations.

Compare Psalm 22 and Matthew 27. What elements of Psalm 22 are 
included in Matthew 27? What does the inclusion by Matthew tell us about 
the significance of Psalm 22? What does the comparison reveal about the 
nature of Scripture and God’s redemptive plan?
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dealt with His pain and approaching death and recognized that no 
one could say and do what Jesus did under the excruciating pain of 
crucifixion unless He was, indeed, the Messiah (Luke 23:39-43).

What different types of pain and suffering did Jesus face? Of these types 
of pain, which do you think weighed the most? Explain.  

FORSAKEN (MATT. 27:45-49)

VERSES 45-46
45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over the 
whole land. 46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out with a 
loud voice, “Elí, Elí, lemá sabachtháni?” that is, “My God, my God, 
why have you abandoned me?” 

They nailed Jesus to the cross in the midmorning. At noon a blanket 
of darkness began to shroud the entire area and covered the land 
until three in the afternoon. For Jewish people in those days, 
darkness usually represented judgment (see Amos 8:9-10). Of course, 
the religious leaders probably assumed that the shroud of darkness 
underscored God’s judgment against Jesus because He claimed to be 
the Messiah. However, God’s judgment was actually directed at them 
as well as at the sin of the whole world. Creation responded to God’s 
judgment with darkness of a supernatural order.  

Pay close attention to Jesus’ response to God’s judgment on sin. 
About three in the afternoon Jesus exhibited the agony of God’s 
judgment on our sin. In that moment, He cried out in sheer torment 
over the reality that He bore the sin of all people everywhere. He 
shouted the words of Psalm 22:1—a psalm that tapped into the 
pain of feeling forsaken by God as well as the joy of trusting Him for 
rescue. As Jesus cried out the first verse of Psalm 22, He referred to 
His Father as •Elí. The name meant my God. By shouting that name, 
Jesus demonstrated His relationship with God even as He endured 
the agony of feeling forsaken and abandoned. 
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What do the three hours of darkness teach us about the nature of sin 
and the magnitude of its consequences? How is the darkness of sin 
expressed today?

VERSE 47
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s 
calling for Elijah.” 

Matthew didn’t try to explain what Jesus meant with His cry. He 
only shared the words that Jesus cried out from the cross. Then he 
went on to share the response of the people who heard what Jesus 
had shouted. Instead of understanding that Jesus had called out to 
God (Elí), they made the mistake of thinking that He was calling for 
Elijah. Some of the Jewish people in those days believed that Elijah 
would come to the rescue of God’s servants when they got into trouble 
or danger. That notion appeared to color their thoughts as they tried 
to understand Jesus’ words. They thought Jesus was asking for Elijah 
to come to His rescue. Their fascination with the notion of Elijah’s 
appearance had led them to misunderstand what Jesus actually said. 

VERSES 48-49
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour 
wine, put it on a stick, and offered him a drink. 49 But the rest said, 
“Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 

One of the people who stood nearby sprang into action once he heard 
what Jesus had shouted. He got a sponge that he put on the end of 
a reed. He soaked the sponge in sour wine and lifted it up to Jesus’ 
mouth. Offering Jesus a drink of the sour wine from the sponge may 
have been an act of compassion. Or it might have been an attempt 
to keep Jesus alive just a little longer. That’s possible in light of what 
the rest of the people said as they waited to see what would happen 
next to Jesus. Because they thought Jesus called for Elijah, they 
hoped to catch a glimpse of the famous Old Testament prophet if he 
appeared to give Jesus some relief. If Elijah showed up to save Jesus 
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from His torment, they would be able to take a look at him. As Jesus 
bore the sin of the whole world on the cross, they looked on as if they 
were watching a sideshow at a circus.

SACRIFICED (MATT. 27:50-52)

VERSE 50
50 But Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and gave up his spirit. 

The time came for Jesus to complete His sacrifice so salvation could 
be offered to sinners. At that moment, Matthew only reported that 
He cried out again with a loud voice. He didn’t tell us what Jesus 
said. Jesus may have shouted that He was entrusting His spirit to His 
Father’s hands (Luke 23:46). Or perhaps He shouted that His work of 
salvation was finished (John 19:30). Matthew pointed out that Jesus 
didn’t shout with a weak and frail voice. It was quite the opposite: His 
voice was loud, and every one of His scoffers could hear Him. 

At just the right moment, He died. Notice that death didn’t 
overtake Him like a predator would overcome a helpless victim. 
Instead, Jesus set the exact time when He would give up His life as 
a sacrifice for sin. When the right time came, He gave up his spirit. 
Criminals nailed to crosses lingered sometimes for days before they 
finally died. But Jesus died within six hours after they nailed Him to 
the cross. Because He was sovereign, He exercised complete control.  

VERSE 51
51 Suddenly, the curtain of the sanctuary was torn in two from top 
to bottom, the earth quaked, and the rocks were split. 

Jesus died at three o’clock in the afternoon (v. 45). That was the time 
of the regular afternoon sacrifices at the temple. Therefore, the priests 
would have been at the temple. They most likely saw the curtain that 
separated the holy of holies from the other areas in the temple being 

KEY DOCTRINE:  Son of God

In His substitutionary death on the cross, Jesus made provision for the 
redemption of men from sin. 
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50 But Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and gave up his spirit. 

The time came for Jesus to complete His sacrifice so salvation could 
be offered to sinners. At that moment, Matthew only reported that 
He cried out again with a loud voice. He didn’t tell us what Jesus 
said. Jesus may have shouted that He was entrusting His spirit to His 
Father’s hands (Luke 23:46). Or perhaps He shouted that His work of 
salvation was finished (John 19:30). Matthew pointed out that Jesus 
didn’t shout with a weak and frail voice. It was quite the opposite: His 
voice was loud, and every one of His scoffers could hear Him. 

At just the right moment, He died. Notice that death didn’t 
overtake Him like a predator would overcome a helpless victim. 
Instead, Jesus set the exact time when He would give up His life as 
a sacrifice for sin. When the right time came, He gave up his spirit. 
Criminals nailed to crosses lingered sometimes for days before they 
finally died. But Jesus died within six hours after they nailed Him to 
the cross. Because He was sovereign, He exercised complete control.  

VERSE 51
51 Suddenly, the curtain of the sanctuary was torn in two from top 
to bottom, the earth quaked, and the rocks were split. 

Jesus died at three o’clock in the afternoon (v. 45). That was the time 
of the regular afternoon sacrifices at the temple. Therefore, the priests 
would have been at the temple. They most likely saw the curtain that 
separated the holy of holies from the other areas in the temple being 

KEY DOCTRINE:  Son of God

In His substitutionary death on the cross, Jesus made provision for the 
redemption of men from sin. 

ripped apart. The thick curtain was 60 feet long and 30 feet wide. 
Once each year, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest passed 
through the curtain into the holy of holies and made atonement for 
the sins of God’s people (Lev. 16:16-28). At the moment Jesus died 
on the cross, the curtain of the sanctuary was torn in two. Matthew 
indicated that it was ripped suddenly and miraculously. It was torn 
from top to bottom. Only God could have ripped the curtain from the 
top down. No other explanation would be sufficient. With the curtain 
split, God declared that a new day had dawned. The days of the high 
priests’ interceding for God’s people had come to an end. Because of 
Jesus’ death, sinners had open and direct access to God. 

At the very moment that the curtain was being torn in two, 
something else happened. God’s creation punctuated the death of His 
Son with an earthquake. Notice how Matthew pointed to the similarity 
between the quaking of the earth and the splitting of the curtain. Just 
like the curtain was ripped in two, the rocks were split as well. 

VERSE 52
52 The tombs were also opened and many bodies of the saints who 
had fallen asleep were raised. 

What happened at the tombs also confirmed the powerful impact of 
Jesus’ death. When Jesus took His last breath, the tombs were opened. 
The open tombs didn’t reveal the bones of dead people. Instead, 
the tombs displayed Jesus’ power over death. Matthew wrote that 
many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. When 
he referred to saints, he had Old Testament believers in mind. They 
had died but were raised from the dead when Jesus died. The scene 
provided a forecast into what would happen next. Jesus also would 
be raised from the dead. The grave would not hold Him. In due time, 
He would be liberated from it. As a result, resurrection would be a 
certainty for believers as well (1 Cor. 15:20-22). 

What conclusions can be drawn from what happened immediately after 
Jesus died? How does the impact of what happened continue to be 
experienced today?
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IN MY CONTEXT
•  All of creation, knowingly and unknowingly, testifies to Jesus’ being 

the Messiah. 
•  Sin causes separation from the holy God. 
•  Jesus’ death removed the chasm between God and sinful humanity, 

making it possible for humans to have an eternal relationship with 
God through faith in Jesus. 

With your Bible study group, list ways of testifying that Jesus is the 
Messiah. Include actions that can be taken as individuals and as a group. 
Of the actions listed, which ones do you need to incorporate into your life?

Take time to reflect on your life when you were separated from God. 
What image from the crucifixion best illustrates your life at that time? 
What actions should you take as a result of remembering what it is like to 
be separated from God? 

Consider the changes that have happened in your life as a result of Jesus’ 
crucifixion and your trust in Him. How has He changed your heart and 
character? What steps do you need to take to continue to develop your 
relationship with God? 

MEMORY VERSE
When the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over 
Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, they were 
terrified and said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” —Matthew 27:54
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What Do We Do Now?
Jesus expects His followers to seek to be disciple-makers of all people.

MATTHEW 28:16-20
16 The eleven disciples traveled to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped, 
but some doubted. 18 Jesus came near and said to them, “All 
authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. 
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

Session  13
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Highlight the verbs used in this passage. What do these verbs reveal 
about Jesus? What do they reveal about Jesus’ expectations for 
His followers? 

FIRST THOUGHTS
The Ural Mountains separate Europe and Asia. Near a pass through 
this mountain range sits a small town with a tiny congregation. 
With only 12 members, this church has a powerful testimony. They 
meet in a private residence due to governmental restrictions and 
local persecution. Not only have these believers persevered despite 
opposition, they take Christ’s commission seriously. They have started 
other churches in remote locations further into the mountains. Each 
week, they make the difficult trek to preach and teach about Jesus. 
Their love for Christ and for their people motivates them to overcome 
incredible obstacles to make disciples wherever possible.

This story is not an isolated example of dedicated believers 
fulfilling the Great Commission. Around the world, faithful 
Christians are taking the good news to people who need Jesus.

To what lengths have you seen people go for the purpose of sharing Jesus 
with others? What do you think motivates people to take these actions? 

Too often we see the Great Commission merely as something we 
are supposed to do—a task to check off on our to-do list. Christ’s 
commission is not about duty but delight, not about a project but a 
Person. This week’s study helps us see the focus is not merely on the 
activity of making disciples but on the Person of Jesus. We are not 
just disciples; we are Jesus’ disciples. Our joy is to introduce people 
to Jesus, who can save them and transform their lives with purpose 
and power.
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
MATTHEW 28:16-20
The resurrection of Jesus is the central theme of Matthew 28. The 
moving account of the women going to the tomb and finding it empty 
set the stage for the remarkable proclamation that Jesus was alive. He 
had been raised from the dead. His instruction to the women served 
as the starting point for putting the account of the Great Commission 
in proper perspective. Jesus told the women to alert His disciples to 
His resurrection. Then He told them to pass along His instruction 
about meeting Him in Galilee. The details that swirled around His 
death and burial had bewildered and troubled Jesus’ disciples. Their 
visit with Jesus on the mountain would settle them and enable 
them to clear their thoughts and set their direction for the future. As 
Matthew supplied the report of what happened on the mountain, he 
clarified once more the singular role of Christ, the resurrected King.  

The account of the Great Commission makes Matthew’s report 
quite unique. None of the other Gospel accounts provide such a clear 
account of the mission the resurrected Christ gave to His disciples. 
Of course, Luke wrote about an event that was somewhat similar. 
However, he didn’t include it at the end of his Gospel account. He 
began the Book of Acts with the resurrected King’s directive to 
His disciples on the Mount of Olives just before His ascension. In 
Acts 1:1-8, Jesus directed the attention of the disciples to the Holy 
Spirit as the source of power for carrying out the mandate to be Jesus’ 
witnesses in the world.  

EXPLORE THE TEXT
WORSHIP (MATT. 28:16-17)

VERSE 16
16 The eleven disciples traveled to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had directed them. 

The days leading up to the disciples’ visit with Jesus in Galilee had 
been full of unimaginable developments that obviously had an 
impact on them. First, they had to work through Judas’s betrayal 
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and suicide. He had been a fellow disciple who followed Jesus but 
then betrayed Him. Once Judas learned how his betrayal of Jesus 
played into the hands of the religious leaders who wanted to kill 
Jesus, regret engulfed him, and he took his own life (27:1-10). Then 
the remaining eleven disciples had to endure the misery of coming to 
terms with Jesus’ death on the cross. But then came the empty tomb. 
They tried to take in the absolute wonder of seeing Jesus raised from 
the dead. At the same time, they had to face the uncertainty of their 
own future. They didn’t have a firm grasp of what Jesus’ resurrection 
would mean for them. 

The disciples traveled to Galilee in keeping with the directions 
Jesus had given them. Before His crucifixion, He told them to meet 
Him in Galilee after His resurrection (26:32). When the women saw 
the resurrected Jesus early on Sunday morning, He instructed them 
to tell the disciples to meet Him there (28:10). Of course, going to 
Galilee meant that they would be leaving Jerusalem and the Judean 
region. In a way, it also meant leaving behind the rigid religious 
order established by the Jewish leaders and looking ahead to Christ-
centered relationships in the kingdom of God. The Jewish leaders of 
the religious establishment rejected Jesus as the Messiah. Citizens of 
the kingdom of God, however, embraced Jesus. Through Him came 
the joy of a personal relationship with God. 

Jesus told His disciples to meet Him on a mountain. Notice that 
Matthew didn’t supply the name of the mountain Jesus had in mind. 
The name of the mountain didn’t matter as much as the reason for 
gathering His disciples. On the mountain, He could be with them and 
instruct them about the work ahead of them.

VERSE 17
17 When they saw him, they worshiped, but some doubted. 

As soon as they saw Jesus, they worshiped Him. Earlier, Matthew 
reported that they worshiped Jesus after He calmed the storm (14:33). 
Here they worshiped Him after He had been raised from the dead. Their 
worship was an expression of devoted reverence. The disciples’ worshiping 
of the resurrected Jesus must have been a holy moment indeed. No other 
response to being in His presence would have been appropriate. 

Matthew went on to write that some of the disciples doubted. In 
other words, certain disciples hesitated. The events leading up to their 
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visit on the mountain with Jesus had been difficult to absorb, to say 
the least. Some of the disciples had not taken in everything that had 
happened with Jesus. They weren’t sure about how they should react 
to it all. 

How are different areas of a person’s life impacted by the reality of Jesus’ 
resurrection? Name one area of your life that has been transformed by 
the reality of the resurrection.

POWER (MATT. 28:18)

VERSE 18
18 Jesus came near and said to them, “All authority has been given 
to me in heaven and on earth. 

As the disciples made their way up the mountain, we can imagine 
that at the moment they saw Jesus approaching them they 
immediately fell to their knees and began to worship Him. As they 
worshiped Him, He made His way toward them. Observe that 
He didn’t command them to come closer to Him. Neither did He 
reprimand them because some of them doubted. Instead, He took the 
initiative to close the gap between Him and His disciples by coming 
toward them. He showed that He wanted to be close to them as He 
talked with them about their future.

Jesus began to instruct them by assuring them of His complete 
authority. Before His crucifixion, He had asserted His authority 
in His ministry with them. For example, He gave authority to His 
disciples when He sent them out to minister in the towns and villages 
(10:1). By asserting His authority, Jesus assured His disciples that 
He had the proper justification for giving them orders. Also, He had 
the ability to give them what they needed so they could carry out 
His orders successfully. By saying that He had all authority, Jesus 
reminded His disciples of the reach of His sovereign reign. It extended 
from earth to heaven. His infinite authority had absolutely no 
boundaries.

The authority Jesus asserted didn’t come His way because He 
took it for Himself. Quite the contrary, His authority had been given 
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to Him. In order to grasp what Jesus meant by His assertion, consider 
it in light of Daniel 7:13-14. In that Old Testament prophecy, the Son 
of Man would be given complete authority by the Ancient of Days to 
reign over an eternal kingdom. The prophecy painted a picture of God 
giving all authority to His Son. As Jesus talked with His disciples on 
the mountain, He assured them that God had given Him all authority 
to rule over a divine kingdom that would never end. 

Paul declared that Jesus had every right to claim equality with God, 
but in His humanity Jesus humbled Himself and became obedient all the 
way to the cross. As a result, the Father raised Jesus from the dead and 
gave Him a name above every name, so that at Jesus’ name every knee 
would bow in heaven and on earth. The time is coming when everyone 
everywhere will confess that Jesus is Lord (Phil. 2:10-11).  

Growing believers today live in light of the absolute authority of 
Jesus. We can live in the confidence that He has every right to direct 
our lives each day. His authority gives Him the right to commission us 
to take the gospel to all people. Also, He is able to give us everything 
we need to serve Him effectively. His authority comes from the reality 
that He is God. Therefore, His power has no limits. 

Why would it have been important for the disciples to understand the 
magnitude of Jesus’ authority? Why is it important for believers today?  

MISSION (MATT. 28:19-20a)

VERSE 19
19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

The word therefore links verses 19 and 20 with what Jesus said in 
verse 18. Because He had all authority in heaven and on earth, His 
disciples could go confidently into all the world and make disciples in 
His name. We too go forward in His authority and with His power.

Before they met Jesus on the mountain, they may have been 
thinking about staying put or hiding out for a while. Jesus’ command 
wouldn’t allow them to consider such an option. Instead of retreating, 
they were directed to march ahead with confidence and determination. 
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An ambitious mission, Jesus’ words in verse 19 probably took the 
disciples’ breath away, at least at first. After His death on the cross, 
they must have felt alienated and afraid. But after His resurrection, 
they were obviously encouraged and hopeful. Listening to Him as 
He declared His ultimate authority (v. 18), they could rest in the 
confidence that He would always be in control of what would happen 
in the future. Therefore, they could begin to embrace the mission He 
had given to them with confidence.

The mission of Jesus’ disciples involved making disciples of all 
nations. In verses 19-20 there is only one imperative: make disciples. 
The other three verb forms, go, baptizing, and teaching, are participles 
that describe how to make disciples. Go can be translated as “you 
are going.” The implication is that as we go about our daily lives we 
are intentional in making disciples. This could include an intentional 
mission trip or evangelistic visit, but it would also include what you do 
as you go to work or school or as you connect with family and friends. 

Take a careful look at Jesus’ command to go into the world and 
make disciples. Notice that He intends for us to go to all people 
everywhere. The nations are teeming with lost people who have not 
heard the gospel of Christ. They need to be given the opportunity to 
know Him and follow Him. Once they are born again, He expects 
us to guide them toward spiritual maturity. One of the initial steps 
He expects them to take involves being baptized. Baptism doesn’t 
save anyone. It’s a new believer’s public declaration of faith in Jesus 
Christ. By baptizing a new believer, we call attention to the spiritual 
transformation that already has taken place in the person’s life. 

BIBLE SKILL:  Use multiple Scripture passages to understand a 
doctrine or concept. 

Review the following verses about baptism: Matthew 3:13-17; Acts 2:41; 
8:35-39; 16:30-33; Romans 6:3-5; and Colossians 2:12. What similarities did 
you find? What requirements for baptism did you discover? What symbolism 
is involved in the act of baptism?
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VERSE 20a
20a teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. 

Along with baptizing new believers, Jesus expects us to give 
attention to another priority. He intends for us to invest in the work 
of teaching them. Of course, this involves helping them know the 
Scripture. By teaching the Word of God, we help new believers gain 
a proper understanding of what Jesus has commanded us to do as 
we follow Him. Teaching new believers involves not only formal 
teaching in a formal setting but also mentoring and modeling. 

The goal of teaching is not merely to increase Bible knowledge but 
also to help others observe everything Jesus has commanded. In 
other words, we intend for them to put everything they learn to work 
in their lives so they can serve Him well. Careful instruction about 
Jesus gives way to faithful obedience to Him.

How do the directives given by Jesus in this passage serve as a blueprint 
for what a church and a Christian should be doing? How do you see these 
things being carried out today? 

PRESENCE (MATT. 28:20b)

VERSE 20b
20b And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

As we study the command Jesus has given to us, we understand 
even better why it is called the Great Commission. It’s an all-
encompassing way of life for Christians. No matter what else we 
may do in our lives, our highest priority is to carry out His mission 
wherever we go. Such a mission can become overwhelming if we 

KEY DOCTRINE:  Evangelism and Missions

It is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ and of every church of 
the Lord Jesus Christ to endeavor to make disciples of all nations.
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VERSE 20a
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also to help others observe everything Jesus has commanded. In 
other words, we intend for them to put everything they learn to work 
in their lives so they can serve Him well. Careful instruction about 
Jesus gives way to faithful obedience to Him.

How do the directives given by Jesus in this passage serve as a blueprint 
for what a church and a Christian should be doing? How do you see these 
things being carried out today? 

PRESENCE (MATT. 28:20b)

VERSE 20b
20b And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

As we study the command Jesus has given to us, we understand 
even better why it is called the Great Commission. It’s an all-
encompassing way of life for Christians. No matter what else we 
may do in our lives, our highest priority is to carry out His mission 
wherever we go. Such a mission can become overwhelming if we 

KEY DOCTRINE:  Evangelism and Missions

It is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ and of every church of 
the Lord Jesus Christ to endeavor to make disciples of all nations.

think about it as something we have to do all by ourselves. But, as 
Jesus reminds us, we are not alone as we seek to make disciples. We 
can count on His presence as we take the good news about Him to 
the whole world. When we remember His promise to be with us, 
courage replaces fear as our trust in Him grows stronger. 

Jesus promises us that He will always go with us as we carry out 
His commission. That means He is with us in the good times as well 
as during the difficult challenges. He accompanies us when we have 
tremendous success in the work of making disciples. But even when 
our best efforts seem to fail, we can count on His presence. 

Jesus’ presence with His followers was not limited to the disciples 
who heard His voice that day on the mountain in Galilee. Jesus’ 
promised presence is for His followers to the end of the age. We are 
assured of His presence with us.

Early in His ministry, He taught about the end of the age in a 
parable about the wheat and the tares (13:39-40). Later, His disciples 
asked Him about the sign that the end of the age was near (24:3). 
Jesus said that the end of the age would come when His purpose 
in the world was fulfilled. That’s when He will return. By saying 
that He would be with them until the end of the age, He meant He 
would be with them until His second coming. At that point, the 
need for evangelism and missions will cease as Jesus establishes His 
eternal reign. 

The promise of Jesus’ presence has encouraged believers across the 
centuries as they have carried out the Great Commission, and we are 
encouraged by His promise today. People down the street and around 
the world need to hear the good news of Christ, and we have been 
commissioned to share it with them. We are responsible for baptizing 
them and for discipling them so they can grow toward maturity in 
Him. We have a tremendous task, but our Lord Jesus Christ goes with 
us. He will continue to go with us until He comes for us.

What is the relationship between worship and making disciples? How 
does Jesus’ promised presence serve as an encouragement to believers? 
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IN MY CONTEXT
•  Jesus can be worshiped even when we have doubts. 
•  As they go throughout the world, believers are to make disciples 

of Christ. 
•  Believers live in light of Jesus’ power and presence. 

Reflect on the relationship between worship and Jesus’ authority. How 
does His position impact how you worship Him? Write a prayer thanking 
Him for assuring us that He has all authority. 

What are you doing this week to carry out the Great Commission in 
your neighborhood? Create a list using the categories of going, telling, 
and teaching. 

Ask your Bible study group to share testimonies about how Jesus has kept 
His promise to be with them as they take His mission seriously. Record 
insights gleaned from the testimonies shared. 

MEMORY VERSE
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, 
I am with you always, to the end of the age. —Matthew 28:19-20
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THE CHURCH HELPS US TAKE 
OFF THE GRAVE CLOTHES 
By Michael Kelley

  His friend was dead. 
Jesus could have intervened. 

He could have stopped it. It 
wouldn’t have been the first time 
that He healed from a distance. 
And yet when Jesus heard that 
His friend Lazarus was sick, He 
did nothing. Not only did He 
not physically move, there was 
no extension of healing power. 
He stayed where He was for two 
more days (John 11:6). When 
Jesus and His entourage finally 

rolled into Bethany, Lazarus was 
dead, and the grieving process 
had begun. 

But now He was at the cave. 
Now He was face-to-face with 
the stone. Now He was weeping 
for His friend and for the state 
of the broken world, along with 
Mary and Martha. And then 
He’d had enough. 

“‘Remove the stone,’ Jesus said.
“Martha, the dead man’s 

sister, told him, ‘Lord, there is 
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already a stench because he has 
been dead four days.’

“Jesus said to her, ‘Didn’t I 
tell you that if you believed you 
would see the glory of God?’

“So they removed the stone. 
Then Jesus raised his eyes and 
said, ‘Father, I thank you that you 
heard me. I know that you always 
hear me, but because of the crowd 
standing here I said this, so that 
they may believe you sent me.’ 
After he said this, he shouted 
with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come 
out!’ The dead man came out 
bound hand and foot with linen 
strips and with his face wrapped 
in a cloth” (John 11:38-44a). 

What was dead had been 
made alive by the One who is 
the Resurrection and the Life. 
But what happens next is an 
interesting detail in this account: 

“Jesus said to them, ‘Unwrap 
him and let him go’” (v. 44b). 

Let’s zoom out for a minute. 
Here we have a man who was 
dead. Although he was dead, 
Jesus made him alive again. 
But coming out of the tomb, he 
was still clothed with the marks 
of death. And Jesus, in this 
moment, leaves it to those who 
were there to help the one who is 
alive take off the marks of death. 

It’s in this detail we see an 
important point about the role we 
serve on behalf of each other in 

the church. In the church, we are 
daily helping each other take off 
the grave clothes. 

We, like Lazarus, were dead in 
our transgressions and sins. But, as 
with Lazarus, Jesus loved us deeply 
and made us alive together with 
Him when we were born again. 
Yet as we come into this new life, 
we are still bound by the marks of 
our old one. We are still covered in 
the habits, patterns of thinking, 
vengeful motives, bitter attitudes, 
and everything else that comprises 
the walking-around clothes of all 
those who are dead in sin. 

But Jesus has not given us 
new life alone; rather, He has 
birthed us into a community of 
faith. In this community, we are 
responsible for one another. As 
we live, move, talk, pray, and love 
together, we help each other take 
off the clothes that once defined 
us. We are, daily, helping one 
another take hold of the new life 
that’s in us and yet not on us. 

Christian, don’t live in 
isolation. The church is there 
to help you take off your grave 
clothes. And you are there to help 
another in like kind so that we 
all might be clothed not by the 
marks of the grave, but in His 
righteousness alone. 

This article originally appeared on the LifeWay Groups 
Ministry blog (lifeway .com/groupministry) . Michael Kelley 
serves as Director of Groups Ministry for LifeWay . 
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  Jesus claimed that “all 
authority” had been given to 
Him in heaven and on earth 
(Matt. 28:18). Most of His 
contemporaries who heard that 
statement probably thought He 
made a preposterous claim. What 
did He mean by the statement? 
An examination of the Greek 
word He used will help us 
understand Jesus’ statement.

The Greek word exousia 
[ex oo SEE ah] is used frequently 

in the New Testament, and a 
variety of English words are 
used to translate it in its various 
contexts. The word sometimes 
describes freedom of choice or 
the right to act or decide. In 
Romans 9:21 Paul explained that 
the potter has the right—or, in 
other words, the authority—to 
do what he will with the clay. 

The ability to do something 
is another possible meaning 
of exousia. In Matthew 9:8 the 

JESUS’ AUTHORITY
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people were filled with awe that 
God had given such authority to 
Jesus. The reference is to Jesus’ 
ability to heal the paralytic. 

In Matthew 28:18 the 
meaning of exousia is authority 
or absolute power. Jesus 
asserted that all authority in 
heaven and on earth had been 
given to Him. He described 
the extent of His authority as 
being without limits. “In heaven 
and on earth” is equivalent to 
saying that His authority has no 
boundaries. His authority is of 
such nature that He can claim 
His followers’ active service 
throughout their entire lives. 
His authority was embodied 
in His words as well as in His 
mighty acts. Jesus dramatized 
His authority by forgiving sins 
and casting out demons. During 
His ministry He had asserted 
a sweeping authority, but here 
He claimed a wider and more 
complete authority than what 
He previously claimed. 

This authority has universal 
implications and extends over 
all people on the earth and all 
who are in heaven—in other 
words, angelic powers. This fact 
excludes any rival to His claims 
of lordship over those who 
confess Him. 

Because of His universal and 
undisputed lordship, the Risen 

One has the authority to instruct 
His followers to make disciples, 
baptize them, and teach them. 
The full impact of His statement 
upon those who heard it cannot 
be measured. The risen Christ 
has claimed more than the mere 
power or might an earthly ruler 
might claim. He has claimed 
authority (exousia) as that which 
is His by right. It is His because it 
has been bestowed upon Him by 
the only One who has the right 
to do so.

Only in His post-resurrection 
glory did Jesus claim such 
extensive and pervasive power. 
Only in the moment prior to His 
ascension did He claim authority 
to give His apostles and His 
church such a tremendous 
charge, which also contains a 
great promise: “I am with you 
always” (Matt. 28:20). 

We are to take the gospel 
message to all the world with the 
realization that He is with us. We 
are called to make disciples in 
the power and with the authority 
of the crucified and Risen Christ. 
There is no greater mission or 
challenge than this. How can we 
as His church shrink from such 
a challenge when it is couched in 
this great promise?

This article is adapted from an article that originally 
appeared in the Winter 1997 issue of Biblical Illustrator .   
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COMING NEXT QUARTER

Session 1 The Path  >  Psalm 1:1-6

Session 2 The Past  >  Psalm 78:5-8,32-39

Session 3 The Shepherd  >  Psalm 23:1-6

Session 4 Our Response  >  Psalm 138:1-8

Session 5 His Presence  >  Psalm 84:1-12

Session 6 The Creator  >  Psalm 95:1-11

Session 7 God Revealed  >  Psalm 19:1-14

Session 8 His Love  >  Psalm 136:1-5,10-15,23-26

Session 9 His Faithfulness  >  Psalm 146:1-10

Session 10 The Confession  >  Psalm 51:1-17

Session 11 The Cleansing  >  Psalm 32:1-11

Session 12 The Protector  >  Psalm 141:1-10

Session 13 The Longing  >  Psalm 42:1-11

PSALMS
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Matthew 14–28
Spring is like a deep sigh. After the cold darkness of winter months, it feels as if we 

can breathe again. We hear the birds singing and watch the trees bud and flowers 

emerge to the growing warmth. Color fills the landscape—a welcome 

sight after the gray of winter. In the middle of the season comes the 

pinnacle of the Christian year as we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. 

We sing the joyous refrain “He is risen!” and shout in reply “He 

is risen indeed!” The living Christ is more than a historical 

reality; He is a personal vitality. This study involves the 

final chapters of Matthew’s Gospel. They include 

accounts of Jesus’ marvelous teaching, His 

miraculous works, and the moving story 

of His resurrection. He has given us a 

message to proclaim to the world: 

“He is risen!”
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