ovenant
Kindness

Ruth 1:8-18

This Weers Focus

Most people think they are kind at heart. What does it mean,
however, to be kind? And what does Scripture say about the
human heart? Is it naturally kind? Paul, quoting Psalms, says in
Romans 3 that there is no one who is righteous and does good
(Rom. 3:10-11; Ps. 14:1-3). Isaiah described the human heart as 3
deeply deceitful and desperately sick (Jer. 17:9). 4
To be kind is to desire good for and do good to others. So, "'?,
according to the Bible, our hearts are not naturally bent toward : 1‘
kindness. True kindness is unusual because it goes against our
selfish nature as sinful human beings (Rom. 1:18-32) because to
be truly kind to others requires that you sacrifice your desires
for their good. True kindness is supernatural. It doesn’t come
from us. The presence of kindness in the world is evidence of the
goodness of God.
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eyth 219

8 She said to them, “Bach of you g0 back to your mother’s home-
May the LORD show £aithful love to you as you have shown O the
dead and to me- 9 May the LORD enable each of you to find security
in the house of your new husband.” She kissed them, and they
wept loudly. 10 “No, they said to her. “We will g0 with you to your
people »11 But Naomi replied, «Return home, ™Y daughters. Why
do you want to go with me? Am1 able to have any more sons who
could become your husbands? 12 Return home my daughters. Go
on, for 1 am to0 old to have another husband. Even if 1 thought
there was still hope for me to have 2 husband tonight and to bear
\ sons, 13 would yoube willing to wait for them to grow up? Would
you restrain yourselves from remarrying? No, my daughters,
my life is much too bitter for you to share, because the LORD'S
. handhas curned against me » 14 Again they wept loudly, and
i Orpah kissed her mother-in-1aw, but Ruth clung to her. 15 Naomi
said, “Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and
to her god. Follow your sister—'m-law.” 16 But Ruth replied: DO
not persuade me to leave you of go back and not follow you. For
wherever you g0 1 will go, and wherever you live, T will live; your
people will be my people, and your God will be My God. 17 Where
you die, 1 will die, and therel will be buried. May Yahweh punish
me, and do SO severely, if anything but death separates you and
me. 18 When Naomi saWw that Ruth was determined to €0 with her,
she stopped trying to persuade her.
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Loving Kindness

The Hebrew word chesed, which Engish BibLes offen fransiate “Lovin
vndness” is an iMportant concert in the Boor of Buth. We see this concert
cLearty in Buth o7 where Buth promises fo stay by Naomis side 1o
matfer what, Yo adort her way of Living, her cuture, and her God. Buth’s
commitment o Naomi is a picture of God’s perfect covenant Love and 7
faithfuLness o us.
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Keep on Digging
Read the following verses and jot down what they tell you about

God’s kindness. After reading these, journal one way you will seek to
demonstrate His kindness to others.

« Nehemiah 9:17 « Isaiah 63:7
« Psalm 31:21; 36:7; 69:16 + Ephesians 2:7
— - -t /./LMP T ————
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