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Trust Him
This Week’s Focus

If you grew up attending church, you’ve probably heard 
the story of the battle of Jericho and you may have even 
sung songs about. What we often miss in this story, 
however, is that God told Joshua before they began 
their military campaign that He had already handed 
Jericho over to them. In other words, before Joshua 
took his first action as general of the Israelite army, God 
essentially told him, “You’ve already won!” And yet, God 
commanded Joshua to do some very specific things. 

If God had already determined that Joshua and the 
Israelites would be victorious, why did He command 
them to do all of these specific things? By commanding 
the Israelites to march around the city thirteen times, 
He was showing the Israelites a great kindness—He was 
teaching them to trust Him. 

Joshua 6:15-25
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Have you ever competed in an important competition (a championship game or a band competition)? How did go? What was the outcome?

How did you prepare for this competition or game?

Begin by reading the passage 
through two times.Joshua 6:15-25

15 Early on the seventh day, they started at dawn and marched around 

the city seven times in the same way. That was the only day they marched 

around the city seven times. 16 After the seventh time, the priests blew the 

trumpets, and Joshua said to the people, “Shout! For the Lord has given 

you the city. 17 But the city and everything in it are set apart to the Lord 

for destruction. Only Rahab the prostitute and everyone with her in the 

house will live, because she hid the men we sent. 18 But keep yourselves 

from the things set apart, or you will be set apart for destruction. If 

you take any of those things, you will set apart the camp of Israel for 

destruction and bring disaster on it. 19 For all the silver and gold, and the 

articles of bronze and iron, are dedicated to the Lord and must go into the 

Lord ’s treasury.” 20 So the people shouted, and the trumpets sounded. 

When they heard the blast of the trumpet, the people gave a great shout, 

and the wall collapsed. The people advanced into the city, each man straight 

ahead, and they captured the city. 21 They completely destroyed everything 

in the city with the sword—every man and woman, both young and old, 

and every ox, sheep, and donkey. 22 Joshua said to the two men who had 

scouted the land, “Go to the prostitute’s house and bring the woman out 

of there, and all who are with her, just as you promised her.” 23 So the 

young men who had scouted went in and brought out Rahab and her father, 

mother, brothers, and all who belonged to her. They brought out her whole 

family and settled them outside the camp of Israel. 24 They burned up the 

city and everything in it, but they put the silver and gold and the articles of 

bronze and iron into the treasury of the Lord’s house. 25 However, Joshua 

spared Rahab the prostitute, her father’s household, and all who belonged 

to her, because she hid the men Joshua had sent to spy on Jericho, and she 

lives in Israel to this day.
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Mysterious Providence

Why didn’t G
od destroy

 the walls
 of Jerich

o on day 1
? 

It seems G
od was tea

ching His p
eople to t

rust Him. T
hey 

had to mar
ch by faith

, play trum
pets by fai

th, and th
en 

eventually
 shout a v

ictory cry 
by faith. H

ebrews 11:3
0 

says “By fa
ith the wa

lls of Jer
icho fell, 

after the 

people had
 marched 

around the
m for seve

n days.”

Joshua 6:1-14 (Context)

How was J
ericho desc

ribed in ve
rse 1? What challe

nges 

did this sit
uation cre

ate for Jo
shua and t

he Israelit
es?

The Lord to
ld Joshua 

that the c
ity was “ha

nded over”
 or 

delivered 
to them. W

hy did God
 use the p

ast tense 
when 

the Israeli
tes had no

t yet conq
uered the 

city?

How does 
Joshua’s or

der given 
to the peo

ple compar
e to 

the instruc
tions God 

gave Joshu
a? What does t

hat tell 

you about 
Joshua? 

Why was the
 ark of th

e Lord ma
rched arou

nd the cit
y? 

What was th
e significa

nce of the
 ark?
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Joshua 6:15-21
How do yo

u think the
 soldiers f

elt as the
y marched

 silently? 
Explain.

Why did they
 have to m

arch so mu
ch

—thirteen ti
mes total,

 once per 

day for six
 days and 

seven time
s the last

 day? What did tha
t require 

of them?

What was Jo
shua to do

 with the 
city of Jer

icho and it
s inhabitan

ts 

(vv. 17-18)? Who in Jeric
ho did God

 command 
the Israeli

tes to spar
e?

Joshua 6:22-25
In what wa

ys did God 
keep His pr

omises? Why is it impo
rtant to un

derstand 

that God ke
eps His prom

ises?
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Central TruthGod will accomplish all His purposes—
our role is to obey.

Now What?

Why doe
s livin

g on m
ission 

for Go
d requ

ire fa
ith? W

hy 

does i
t requ

ire ob
edienc

e?

What ar
e som

e of G
od’s pu

rposes
 for y

our li
fe tha

t you 

know 
from 

Scriptu
re? W

hat di
stract

s you 
from 

focusi
ng 

on an
d livin

g out 
these 

purpos
es?

What ca
n you

 learn
 from

 the I
sraeli

tes co
nques

t of 

Jerich
o in t

erms 
of tru

sting 
God a

nd liv
ing in

 obed
ience 

to Him
?

 

In wh
at are

as of 
your l

ife is 
it mos

t diff
icult f

or you
 to 

obey G
od? W

hat is
 one 

step y
ou wil

l take
 this w

eek to
 

begin 
living 

in obe
dience

 to Go
d?
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Personal Challenge
Dwell: Read Ephesians 1:3-14. Take note of what the apostle 
Paul says about God’s plans, purposes, and will. Take some 
time to consider God’s purpose in saving you (v. 7) and the 
implications of this on your daily life. Look closely at verse 11 

and consider how knowing that God works all things according 

to His purposes might give you confidence to live on mission 
for Him.

Memorize: Joshua 4:24
Pray: Thank God for being strong where you are weak. Thank 
Him for sending Jesus to die on the cross while you were His 
enemy because of your sin. Pray that you would grow to trust 
Him more so that you will live more faithfully and consistently 

on mission for Him.

Keep on Digging
Read the following verses. Then take notes about what each 

tells you about the importance of obedience to God and 

what He promises to those who obey Him in faith.

•	 Exodus 19:5

•	 Deuteronomy 11:1

•	 John 14:15

•	 Romans 1:5

•	 Ephesians 6:1-3

•	 2 Corinthians 10:5

•	 James 1:25

•	 Revelation 14:12


