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Undivided

This Week’s Focus

Have you ever started a project and halfway through, 
wished you hadn’t? Or maybe you joined a club or team that 
demanded more time than you anticipated. Anything worth 
doing requires commitment—if we hope to finish, we must 
count the cost and be fully devoted to seeing things through. 

This is why Jesus called all who wished to be His 
disciples to take up their crosses and follow Him 
(Matt. 16:24). In this session, we will look at Joshua’s final 
charge to the people of Israel in which he makes clear that 
there is no middle ground when it comes to following the 
one true God. We are either “all in,” or we are out.

Joshua 24:14-25
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Share abou
t a time w

hen your a
ctions did 

not match
 your word

s. What happen
ed?

Why do we s
ometimes t

alk a big g
ame, but f

ail to foll
ow through

? What does t
hat 

say about 
us?

Begin by reading the passage through two times.Joshua 24:14-2514 “Therefore, fear the Lord and worship Him in sincerity and 
truth. Get rid of the gods your fathers worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and worship Yahweh. 15 But if it 
doesn’t please you to worship Yahweh, choose for yourselves today 
the one you will worship: the gods your fathers worshiped beyond 
the Euphrates River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land 
you are living. As for me and my family, we will worship Yahweh.” 
16 The people replied, “We will certainly not abandon the Lord 
to worship other gods! 17  For the Lord our God brought us and 
our fathers out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery, 
and performed these great signs before our eyes. He also protected 
us all along the way we went and among all the peoples whose 
lands we traveled through. 18 The Lord drove out before us all 
the peoples, including the Amorites who lived in the land. We too 
will worship the Lord, because He is our God.” 19 But Joshua 
told the people, “You will not be able to worship Yahweh, because 
He is a holy God. He is a jealous God; He will not remove your 
transgressions and sins. 20 If you abandon the Lord and worship 
foreign gods, He will turn against you, harm you, and completely 
destroy you, after He has been good to you.” 21 “No!” the people 
answered Joshua. “We will worship the Lord.” 22 Joshua then 
told the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you 
yourselves have chosen to worship Yahweh.” “We are witnesses,” 
they said. 23 “Then get rid of the foreign gods that are among you 
and offer your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” 24 So the 
people said to Joshua, “We will worship the Lord our God and 
obey Him.” 25 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people 
at Shechem and established a statute and ordinance for them. 
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God has been faithful
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wenty-
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ears of
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into th
e land

 have t
aken p
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alls h
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e cons
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civil 
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s narr

owly a
verted.

 Now a
t appro

ximatel
y 110 ye

ars of 
age 

and ab
out to 

pass on
 to his 

heaven
ly rewa

rd, Jos
hua ga

thers a
ll 

Israel 
and th

eir lea
ders at

 Shech
em for

 his fin
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ds to t
hem.

Joshua 24:14-15

What doe
s it me

an to 
“fear t

he Lor
d”? Ac

cording
 to ver

se 15, 
what d

oes tha
t 

involve
? What mig

ht that
 look l

ike for
 you in

 your c
ontext?

Why do y
ou thin

k Joshu
a open

ed his 
challe

nge to 
the Isr

aelites
 with t

his 

bold pl
ea to c

hoose s
ides? W
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ks did 
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making 
such a 
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tion?

Joshua 24:16-18

On wha
t basis 

did the
 Israel

ites ma
ke thei

r decis
ion to 

follow
, worsh

ip, and
 

serve t
he Lor

d exclu
sively (

vv. 17-18)?

How di
d Joshu

a’s pub
lic sta

nd infl
uence 

the peo
ple’s re

sponse?
 What is 

the 

differe
nce be

tween 
“tellin

g” some
thing a

nd “sho
wing” s

omethin
g?
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Joshua 24:19-25How did Joshua respond in verses 20-21 to the Israelites’ claim that they 

would serve the Lord (see also v. 22)? Does his response surprise you? Why 

or why not?

What did Joshua say would happen if the people turned their backs on God 

(v. 20)? Why did the Israelites need a reminder? 

Why did Joshua continue to question the Israelites after they declared their 

devotion to God? What does this tell us about him? About the severity of 

his challenge?

Why must we be “all in” when it comes to following Jesus? What might that 

require of us (see Matt. 6:24)?
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Central Truth
God requires undivided loyalty—you 

cannot serve both God and idols.

Now What?
What are s

ome comm
on idols 

that you 
and your 

peers may
 fall int

o worshipi
ng (popul

arity, fea
r, 

acceptanc
e, achieve

ment, etc
.)? Which are y

ou most 

prone to?

Joshua, in
 essence,

 was chal
lenging t

he Israel
ites to 

consider 
whether t

hey loved
 the Lord

 enough t
o give 

up their i
dols. What idols 

might the 
Lord be c

alling 

you to pa
rt with?

What can w
e learn f

rom Joshu
a’s intera

ctions wit
h 

the peopl
e of Israe

l in term
s of help

ing one a
nother 

pursue Ch
rist? 

What are s
ome pract

ical ways
 we can 

support e
ach 

other in 
following

 and wor
shiping Ch

rist exclu
sively? 

How might
 we help 

one anot
her live o

n mission?
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Personal Challenge

Dwell: Have you embraced Joshua’s challenge to serve the Lord alone? How 

can you know whether you have truly and sincerely embraced this challenge? 

According to Joshua, claiming we have embraced a life of exclusive devotion to 

God is not enough. We must demonstrate our faith with action. Set aside some 

time this week to take a personal inventory of your life, your priorities, desires, 

and focus. Where do you need to redirect your energy and focus to prioritize 

Christ? What is hindering you? Honestly wrestle with these questions and 

consider seeking out a brother or sister in Christ who will hold you accountable 

to strive for progress in these areas.

Memorize: Joshua 24:15

Pray: Thank God for sending Jesus to do what we could not do on our own—to 

live the fully devoted, righteous, mission-minded life that we have failed to live. 

Thank Him that His righteousness is credited to us through faith in Him such 

that we can live confidently for His kingdom and mission. Pray that He would 

help you to repent from those idols that are hindering you from loving Christ 

supremely and committing fully to the mission He has given you. Finally, pray 

that He would direct you in your efforts to commit fully to Him and to lovingly 

hold those around you to their commitment to do the same.

Keep on Digging
Read, meditate on, and journal about Matthew 7:15-29. As you read, consider what kind of devotion Jesus desires His disciples to have to Him. List three takeaways that you will strive to apply to your life this week. Consider the areas of your life where your loyalties are divided. Record a prayer to God in your journal, asking Him to help you grow in your love for Him such that you would willingly part with your idols in order to focus on His glory, kingdom, and mission.


