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JOSHUA, JUDGES, RUTH
The Books of Joshua, Judges, and Ruth record the early history 

of Israel as they move into the promised land. These stories 
detail Israel’s conquest of the land and their 

subsequent fall into a viscous pattern 
of abandonment of God and 

return. Ruth’s story is 
included as well as a 
study for Christmas. 

JOSHUA
God gave Moses’ successor, Joshua, the task 
of leading the Israelites to possess the land 

God had given to them. Kids will learn of God’s 
charge to Joshua, the fall of the city of Jericho, a 
day where the sun stood still, the release of the 
tribes following the conquest, and the people 

agreeing to follow God’s covenant. A Christmas 
lesson will also be featured in this study. 

RUTH
Ruth’s story of 

redemption is an 
example of how God 

sent His Son, Jesus, to be 
our redeemer. Kids will learn 

of Ruth’s commitment to her 
mother-in-law and her marriage 

to Boaz. This study of Ruth is built 
on an understanding of God’s great 
value for humanity and life. 

JUDGES
The people of Israel fell 
into a pattern of sin and, 

when confronted with their sin, 
returned to God. God graciously sent 

judges to provide for the people in 
their time of need. 

Quarter OVerVieW
Bible explorations for preschoolers during Winter 2016-17 center on the Books of Joshua, 
Judges, and Ruth. Bible-related activities, games, and conversations help teachers lead 
children to dig deep to discover and learn about these books of the Bible and what they 
have to say about God. Sessions 3 and 4 focus on the fi rst coming of Jesus. 
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 6 GOD IS WITH US
Session 1
SUGGESTED FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 4
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Session 2
SUGGESTED FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 11

 22 GOD’S PLAN FOR JESUS
Session 3
SUGGESTED FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 18
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Session 4
SUGGESTED FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 25

 38 GOING HOME
Session 5
SUGGESTED FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 1
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Session 6
SUGGESTED FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 8
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Session 7
SUGGESTED FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 15

 62 OBEY GOD
Session 8
SUGGESTED FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 22
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Session 9
SUGGESTED FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 29
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Session 10
SUGGESTED FOR THE WEEK OF FEB. 5
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Session 11
SUGGESTED FOR THE WEEK OF FEB. 12
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Session 12
SUGGESTED FOR THE WEEK OF FEB. 19
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SUGGESTED FOR THE WEEK OF FEB. 26
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FOR THE 
LEADER

OVERVIEW

God Answers
1  Sa m u e l  1 : 1 0 - 1 8 , 2 6 - 2 8

I n the Hebrew Bible, the Book of 1 Samuel immediately follows the Book of J udges (unlike 
the E nglish order of books, where 1 Samuel follows Ruth). J udges ends with I srael in moral 
chaos, enduring severe oppression under the Philistines. The last j udge, Samson, was a 
mighty warrior and saved I srael from the Philistines. Although Samson did kill many 
Philistines, he was morally undisciplined and did nothing to improve I srael’s spiritual life. 

First Samuel begins very simply with a story about a man named E lkanah and his 
wife, Hannah, who, like Samson’s parents, were barren. The birth of Samuel was, therefore, 
another work of God for I srael. And Samuel would succeed where Samson had failed. 
Samuel would effectively keep the Philistines in check;  he would be the spiritual authority 
behind the two great enemies of the Philistines: Saul and David. But Samuel would also be 
an example of godliness. 

The story of Hannah also has a parallel in the N ew Testament, in the story of M ary. She 
had no kids, albeit not because of infertility, but because she was a young virgin. Y et God 
also did a great work of salvation through her pregnancy and her son. Like Hannah, M ary 
celebrated the event with a memorable song of praise (see 1 Samuel 2:1– 10;  Luke 1:4 6 – 5 5 ). 
I n fact, if we compare Hannah’s song to M ary’s, it seems certain that M ary’s words are 
modeled on Hannah’s. Both women speak at length on how God elevates the poor and 
humble but casts down the proud and mighty. 

The first story of 1 Samuel is not political or even grandly theological. I t is about an 
ordinary woman who was in great distress and prayed to God. This is what gives it such 
appeal. Life is made up of the struggles of ordinary people, and while God’s work may 
have meant deliverance for I srael, it also meant deliverance for the private burdens of 
individuals.

Session 1

SESSION F OC U S
C ORE PASSAG E
1 Samuel 1:10-18,26-28

F AM ILY  M EM ORY  V ERSE
1 Samuel 2:1

B AB IES &  TOD D LERS TEXT TRU TH
God hears people talk to Him.

B AB IES &  TOD D LERS C ONNEC TION STORY  PASSAG E
1 Samuel 1:1-20;  2:1-3 ,6

C H RIST IN C ONTEXT 
The Book of 1 Samuel describes the beginning of rule by earthly 
kings. When J esus came, He was the only perfect and holy K ing 
God sent to rule His people.

 SESSION B RIEF
The Book of 1 Samuel is rich with stories 
about good and bad leaders, God’s 
provision at every turn, the consequences 
of disobedience, and God’s special covenant 
relationship with Israel.
 You will introduce preschoolers to  
1 Samuel and this part of biblical history 
through the story of Hannah. Longing 
for a child, Hannah desperately begged 
God for a son. God honored Hannah’s 
faithfulness and answered her plea.
This week, guide preschoolers to learn that 
God hears and answers our prayers.

IMPORTANT WORDS  
TO HEAR
• God
• Pray 
• Bible

Session 1: God Answers
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BABIES EXPLORE
THE BIBLE

BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO 1 SAMUEL:

H ANNAH  PRAY ED
1  Sa m u e l  1 : 1 - 2 0 ;  2 : 1 - 3 , 6

E lkanah liv ed with his family in the hill country.

E lkanah’ s wife H annah was sad. S he and E lkanah did not hav e any 
children.

O ne time when H annah went to the tabernacle (tent church) to worship, 
she went to a quiet place and prayed. H annah talked to God and cried.  
S he said, “ God, please giv e me a child. I will help him know about Y ou and 
lov e Y ou.”

E li, the priest (teacher) at the tabernacle, heard H annah. H e asked her why 
she was so sad and upset.

W hen H annah ex plained, E li told her to go home. “ M ay God answer your 
prayer,”  E li said.

H annah went home. S he waited. L ater, H annah and E lkanah had a baby 
boy. H annah named the boy S amuel.

H annah thanked God for hearing  her prayer and giv ing her a baby boy.

B IB LE NU G G ETS F OR B AB IES
• Hannah went to church.
• Hannah talked (prayed) to God.
• God answered Hannah’s prayer.

TEXT TRUTH
God hears people talk to Him.

FAMILY VERSE 
PARAPHRASE 
Hannah prayed to God.
1 Samuel 2:1

DON’T FORGET THIS 
WEEK’S DIAPER BAG 
CARD! 

B AB IES EXPLORE TH E B IB LE

I  SEE

SEE A BIBLE PICTURE

• Put a fluffy blanket on your lap to 
wrap around a baby. As you hold 
the baby, open the Bible and help 
the baby touch the pages.   

• Show the baby the picture on 
today’s Diaper Bag Card. Point 
to Hannah and say: “Hannah 
prayed to God. God heard 
Hannah talk to Him. God hears 
us talk to Him.” 

• Use the tune “God Is So Good” to 
sing these words: 
God hears us pray, God hears us 
pray, God hears us pray, H e hears us 
talk to H im.

I  TO
UCH

ROLL A PICTURE CUBE

• Put the First Samuel Story Cube 
(Pack Item 18) with a Bible and 
a few books about prayer on a 
colorful beach towel.

• Guide a baby’s hand to roll the 
picture cube. Talk about the 
picture that faces up. Touch the 
Bible with the baby’s hand. Say: 
“This story is in the Bible. Adam  
can touch the Bible. Adam learns 
about God.” 

• Picture-read a book to the baby.

• Continue: “God heard Hannah 
pray. God hears us when we talk to 
Him. God loves us.”

I  HEAR

HEAR THE FAMILY VERSE

• Lay a baby on her tummy in the 
crib or on the play mat. Prop the 
Bible open to 1 Samuel. 

• Use a soft voice to say the Family 
Verse to the baby. Repeat the 
verse a second time. Show the 
baby the Story Picture: “Hannah 
Prayed” (Pack Item 1) and point 
to Hannah.

• To the tune “Happy Birthday,” 
sing:  
H annah wanted a baby. H annah 
wanted a baby. H annah wanted a 
baby, H annah asked God to help.

I  MOVE

ROCK THE DOLL

• Sit on the floor with the doll and 
the Bible on your lap. Invite a baby 
to rock the baby doll.

• While the preschooler rocks the 
doll, show him the Book: S amuel’ s 
S tory (Pack Item 23). Say: “God 
heard Hannah ask for a baby. God 
answered Hannah’s prayer. God 
hears us talk to Him, too.”

• Push the Bible toward a baby 
nearby. When she reaches for 
the Bible, help her turn pages to 
the Book of 1 Samuel. Say: “This 
is where we read about Hannah 
talking to God.” 

PREPARE FOR 
TEACHING
1. Review the teaching plan. 

Practice using Bible-
focused conversation. Pray 
for the babies and their 
families.

2. Replenish diaper-changing 
supplies. Clean and 
disinfect toys and surfaces.

3. Gather teaching tools for 
Bible explorations.

NOTE: Digital versions of items 
identified as “Enhanced CD” 
are available in the Music and 
Print Extras Bundle.

TIPS FOR TEACHING 
BABIES
• Use the Bible with babies. 

Let them see, touch, and 
turn Bible pages.

• Say Bible words and phrases 
throughout the session.

• Sing about the Bible and 
Bible truths.

• Help babies participate in 
the activities according to 
their skills, abilities, and 
interest.
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TODDLERS 
EXPLORATION STATIONS

TODDLERS 
EXPLORATION STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God hears people talk to Him.

BIBLE STORY:
HANNAH PRAYED
1 Samuel 1:1-20; 2:1-3,6

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Toddlers are sensory learners. They learn best through playful exploration 
and discovery. Offer two or more multisensory activities to lead young 
preschoolers to discover and learn Bible truths.

TALK THROUGH A 
PAPER TUBE

Tools: Bible, 1 paper towel 

tube for each child, stickers or 

colored tape, Diaper Bag Card

• Put the card between the 

pages of 1 Samuel 1 and 2. 

Lay the cardboard tubes 

nearby.

• Give some stickers or strips 

of tape to a toddler to 

decorate a tube. While he 

is busy, use another tube to 

whisper into the toddler’s 

ear. Softly repeat the 

Family Verse to him. 

• When the child finishes 

decorating his tube, 

suggest he talk through 

his tube. Help him say the 

Family Verse. 

• Open the Bible and show 

the picture on the card. 

Comment that Hannah 

talked to God. She asked 

God to give her a baby. 

• Thank God for hearing us 

talk to Him.

PACK A DIAPER BAG

Tools: Bible, small diaper bag, 

Diaper Bag Card, baby blanket, 

rattle, disposable diaper, empty 

baby wipes container

• Pack the diaper bag and 

put the Bible beside it. 

• As a toddler pulls items 

from the bag, comment on 

how the items are used to 

care for a baby. Comment: 

“Samuel was a baby. His 

mother Hannah took care 

of him.”

• When the child discovers 

the Diaper Bag Card, look 

at the picture together. 

Say: “See Hannah. Hannah 

prayed to God. Camryn 

can talk to God, too.” 

• Help the toddler find  

1 Samuel 1 in the Bible. 

Say: “We read about 

Hannah and baby Samuel 

in the Bible.”

DISCOVER BABY ITEMS

Tools: Bible, baby blanket, 
rattle, teething toy, baby 
bottle, baby doll, CD featuring 
lullabies

• Hide the Bible and baby 
items under the blanket.

• When a toddler shows 
interest in the blanket,  
slowly pull the corner of 
the blanket away to reveal 
one item. Repeat with 
other baby items.

• Suggest that a toddler use 
the items to take care of 
the baby doll. While the 
toddler cares for the doll, 
play the CD of lullabies. 
Talk about families caring 
for babies.

• Get the Bible and turn to  
1 Samuel 1. Tell the Bible 
story in your own words. 

• After the story, help the 
toddler repeat the Family 
Verse.

TEAR TISSUE PAPER

Tools: Bible, S tory Picture: 
“ H annah Prayed”  (Pack Item 
1), church shape cut-outs (see 
E nhanced CD), colorful tissue 
paper, glue sticks

• Give a toddler some tissue 
paper. Show him how to 
tear the tissue into shreds 
or small pieces. 

• Give the preschooler a 
church cut-out and glue 
stick. He can glue paper on 
the church to decorate it.

• Hold the Bible and talk 
about things people do 
at church (sing, play with 
friends, talk to God, read 
the Bible, give offerings). 

• Show the preschooler the 
Story Picture. Remark:  
“See Hannah. She went 
to church and prayed to 
God. Hannah asked God to 
give her a baby. God heard 
Hannah talk to Him.” 

• Continue: “We talk to God 
when we come to church. 
We thank God for loving 
us and helping us. God 
hears us talk to Him.”

LEADER TIP! 
Set up small group activities 
around the room so children 
can move and explore at their 
own pace. 
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NEXT HOUR  
EXPLORATIONS

TODDLERS
CIRCLE TIME

LET’S GATHER.

• Before Circle Time, stack the 
Bibles on the floor in the center of 
the folded towel. Place the bucket 
over the Bibles to hide them.

• Lay the Story Picture nearby. 

• Walk around the room and make 
a telephone ringing sound or use 
the ringer on your cell phone to 
get toddlers’ attention. Encourage 
children to follow you to the Circle 
Time area.  

• Gather children around the towel. 

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE 
STORY.

• Tap on the bucket and say the 
words of the Family Verse to 
the tapping rhythm. Encourage 
toddlers to join you by clapping 
when you tap. Continue to say 
the verse until all or most of the 
children are participating.

• Hold the Story Picture as you tell 
the story in your own words. 

• Look directly at each child and 
comment: “God heard Hannah. 
God hears us when we talk to 
Him.”

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE 
SKILLS.

• Tap the sand bucket again and 
repeat the Family Verse. 

• Toss the beanbag to a toddler and 
help him say the verse with you. 
Give every child a turn to say the 
verse. 

• Comment: “The Book of 1 Samuel 
tells about Samuel as a baby and 
as a grown-up. Let’s find the Book 
of First Samuel in the Bible.”

• Call on a child to hold the Bible 
while you turn to 1 Samuel.

LET’S PRAY.

• Tap the bucket again and ask each 
child to complete this sentence:  
“Thank You, God, for ______”.  

• Finally, close the prayer time by 
praying a simple prayer. Thank 
God for giving us the Bible to help 
us learn about Him. Thank God 
for hearing us talk to Him. 

CIRCLE TIME (2-5 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)

Your 2-year-olds may be ready for a simple circle time. You decide when 
and how long to have a group experience for your 2s.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS:
• 2 or 3 Bibles
• Story Picture: “Hannah 

Prayed” (Pack Item 1)
• toy telephone or cell phone 

(batteries removed)
• large beach towel
• large plastic sand bucket
• beanbag

LEADER TIP!
Use the Bible. Open the Bible 
to the Scripture passage while 
you tell the story. That way 
toddlers will know the story 
comes from the Bible.

NEXT HOUR (MORE EXPLORATIONS FOR TODDLERS)

1. BUILD A TENT CHURCH
 Tools: Bible, wooden unit blocks or cardboard blocks, 12-by-12-inch fabric 
squares (solid colors), Diaper Bag Card

Suggest that a toddler use the materials to make a tent church similar to 
the one Hannah visited when she went to pray to God. Show the toddler 
the picture on the card to guide his building. (Or locate a picture of the 
tabernacle in a Bible atlas or dictionary.)

While the preschooler builds, recall the Bible story. Say: “Hannah went to 
church to pray. We pray at church, too. We know that God hears us when 
we talk to Him.” 

2. READ BOOKS
 Tools: Bible, preschool books about summer, books about babies, Book: 
Samuel’s Story (Pack Item 23)

Sit on the floor holding a book. When a toddler shows interest, read 
the book to her. Talk about fun things for babies and toddlers to do in 
the summer. Ask the preschooler to tell about things he enjoys in the 
summertime.

While holding the Bible, turn to 1 Samuel 1 and tell the Bible story in your 
own words. Remark that Hannah prayed to God, and we can pray to God, 
too. Say a brief prayer to thank God for your friend, the Bible, and your 
church.

3. PLAY RHYTHM INSTRUMENTS
Tools: Bible, rhythm instruments or baby rattle, toy drum, and plastic bucket

Invite children to make music with the instruments. Clap your hands and 
sing (made-up tune): God hears us pray, God hears us pray.

Guide children to shake or tap their instrument as you repeat the Family 
Verse. Encourage toddlers to say the verse with you as they continue to tap.
 
Tell the Bible story, emphasizing Hannah’s joy when God gave her a baby. 
Tell toddlers that God hears people talk to Him.

OPTIONS
1. Continue activities from first 

hour. (Kids learn through 
repetition!)

2. Try something different. 
Choose two or three new 
activities.

SCHEDULE
• Use restroom/change 

diapers. (5-10 minutes)
• Enjoy a snack. (5-10 

minutes)
• Listen to quiet music and 

relax. (10-20 minutes; opt.)
• Do, move, play! (35-45 

minutes)
• Put away toys and materials. 

(5 minutes)

REMINDERS
• Use the Bible!
• Talk to the kids about the 

Bible.
• Give kids a Diaper Bag Card 

to take home.

NOW 
AVAILABLE!

Printable Next Hour 
helps on Enhanced CD.
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CHECK OUT LEADER TIPS!

QUICK “DID YOU KNOWS?”

• HOW CHILDREN LEARN

• TIMESAVER TIPS

• ORGANIZATIONAL IDEAS

• PREP STEPS

• GENTLE REMINDERS

FUN BIBLE-
RELATED ACTIVITIES 

FOCUS ON 
HANDS-ON BIBLE 
DISCOVERY AND 
EXPLORATION

BACKGROUND STUDY
 FOR CORE PASSAGE

QUICK LOOK AT WHAT 
THE SESSION IS ABOUT

BIBLE 
INFORMATION 

FOR THE SESSION

EASY-TO-DO 
IDEAS GETTING 

PRESCHOOLERS 
READY TO LEARN

EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
LEADER GUIDE

EMPHASIS ON …
• USING THE BIBLE
• DEVELOPING BIBLE SKILLS
•  CONNECTING BIBLE 

CONTENT TO JESUS
•  APPLYING BIBLE CONTENT 

TO CHILDREN’S LIVES
•  MODELING BIBLE 

CONVERSATION AND 
PRAYER

THROUGH …
•  LARGE GROUP 

EXPERIENCES
•  SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES
•  HANDS-ON EXPLORATIONS

DON’T FORGET THE 
PRESCHOOL ACTIVITY 

PAGE!

STEP-BY-STEP 
PROCEDURES 

FOR GROUP TIME 
EXPERIENCES

SEE PAGE 111 FOR DESCRIPTIONS OF RELATED PRESCHOOL RESOURCES TO ENHANCE TEACHING

Get to KnoW Your LeaDer GuiDe
Th e weekly session plan is your tool for leading great Bible explorations.

TERMS TO KNOW

•  CORE PASSAGE
THE FOCAL PASSAGE FOR ALL 
AGE GROUPS. 

•  TEXT TRUTH
THE MAIN POINT TO 
COMMUNICATE TO CHILDREN.

•  CONNECTION PASSAGE
RELATED SCRIPTURE AND 
A STORY THAT CONNECT TO 
THE TEXT TRUTH AND CORE 
PASSAGE.

•  CHRIST IN CONTEXT
THE MESSAGE OF JESUS IN A 
PARTICULAR BIBLE BOOK.

2 Explore the Bible: P resc hool Leader Guide
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PREPARE FOR TEACHING
1  Review the teaching plan. Practice using Bible-related conversation. 

Pray for the children and their families.
2  Gather teaching tools and resources for Bible explorations. NOTE: Digital 

versions of items identifi ed as “Enhanced CD” are available in the Music and 
Print Extras Bundle.

3  Arrive early to set out resources and prepare the environment. Arrange small-
group activities (Exploration Stations) around the room so children can move and 
explore at their own pace.

FOCUS ON BIBLE EXPLORATION
• Use the Bible. Let preschoolers see, touch, and turn Bible pages.
• Talk about the Bible.
• Say Bible words and phrases during the entire session.
• Sing about the Bible and Bible truths.
•  Encourage children to participate in Bible exploration activities according to their 

skills, abilities, and interests.

SUGGESTED SCHEDULE
• ARRIVAL—5 MINUTES
Greet children individually and welcome them to church. Interest each child in an 
arrival activity or resource.

• EXPLORATIONS—45-60 MINUTES
Engage preschoolers in small-group activities that help them explore the Bible and 
its truths. Provide at least three exploration stations to off er choices of multisensory 
activities and movement for busy preschoolers.

•  CIRCLE TIME—2-5 MINUTES (YOUNGER CHILDREN) OR 10-15 MINUTES (OLDER CHILDREN)
Gather children for a large-group experience. Play games, sing, and introduce the 
Bible story. Hear and recall the Bible story. Practice Bible skills. Pray.

•  NEXT HOUR—60 MINUTES
Continue activities from the fi rst hour or try something diff erent. Choose two or 
three new activities. (See Next Hour sessions on Enhanced CD.)

 
DON’T FORGET!
Label children’s belongings.
Post an allergy sign to inform parents of food, animals, or nature items in use.
Keep the classroom door closed for the safety of children.
Focus on the children and your Bible-teaching goals. 

TEACHING 
TIPS

3 
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At-A-Glance
SESSION SUGGESTED FOR 

THE WEEK OF CORE PASSAGE TEXT TRUTH BIBLE STORY PRESCHOOL VERSE

1 Dec. 4 Joshua 1:1-9 God is always with us. Joshua Obeyed God (based on Joshua 1:1-11; Deuteronomy 34:9) Joshua 1:5

2 Dec. 11 Joshua 6:12-25 God takes care of people who trust and follow Him. The People Trusted God (based on Joshua 6:1-21) Joshua 4:24

3 Dec. 18 Joshua 10:6-14 God had a plan for Jesus to be born. God Chose Mary (based on Luke 1:26-38) Luke 1:32-33

4 Dec. 25 Luke 2:1-20 God's Son, Jesus, was born. Jesus’ Birth (based on Luke 2:1-20) Luke 2:11

5 Jan. 1 Joshua 22:1-8 God gave His people a place to live. The People Went Home (based on Joshua 21:43-45; 22:1-10) Joshua 22:5

6 Jan. 8 Joshua 24:14-28 Obey God and worship Him. Joshua’s Reminder (based on Joshua 23:1-3; 24:1,14-28) Joshua 24:15

7 Jan. 15 Proverbs 24:10-12; Mark 10:46-49 Jesus cares about every person. Jesus and Bartimaeus (based on Mark 10:46-52) Psalm 139:13

8 Jan. 22 Judges 2:11-19 God expects people to obey and worship Him. People Broke Their Promise (based on Judges 2:6-19; Joshua 24:24) Judges 2:18

9 Jan. 29 Judges 4:4-10,12-16 God chose people to do His work. Deborah’s Song (based on Judges 4–5) Judges 5:3

10 Feb. 5 Judges 6:11-16,25-32 God helps people be strong and brave. Gideon (based on Judges 6:11-32) Judges 6:16

11 Feb. 12 Judges 16:4-6,13-20 God helps people do what He says to do. Samson (based on Judges 13) Proverbs 3:6

12 Feb. 19 Ruth 1:6-18 Family members are to take care of one another. Naomi’s Family (based on Ruth 1:1-22) Ruth 1:16

13 Feb. 26 Ruth 3:8-13; 4:13-17 We can count on God to help us. Ruth and Boaz (based on Ruth 2:1-23; 3:1-2; 4:13-17) Ruth 2:12

4 Explore the Bible: P resc hool Leader Guide

ETB_Preschool_LDR-Win2016-17.indd   4 6/22/16   11:01 AM



At-A-Glance
SESSION SUGGESTED FOR 
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4 Dec. 25 Luke 2:1-20 God's Son, Jesus, was born. Jesus’ Birth (based on Luke 2:1-20) Luke 2:11

5 Jan. 1 Joshua 22:1-8 God gave His people a place to live. The People Went Home (based on Joshua 21:43-45; 22:1-10) Joshua 22:5

6 Jan. 8 Joshua 24:14-28 Obey God and worship Him. Joshua’s Reminder (based on Joshua 23:1-3; 24:1,14-28) Joshua 24:15

7 Jan. 15 Proverbs 24:10-12; Mark 10:46-49 Jesus cares about every person. Jesus and Bartimaeus (based on Mark 10:46-52) Psalm 139:13

8 Jan. 22 Judges 2:11-19 God expects people to obey and worship Him. People Broke Their Promise (based on Judges 2:6-19; Joshua 24:24) Judges 2:18

9 Jan. 29 Judges 4:4-10,12-16 God chose people to do His work. Deborah’s Song (based on Judges 4–5) Judges 5:3

10 Feb. 5 Judges 6:11-16,25-32 God helps people be strong and brave. Gideon (based on Judges 6:11-32) Judges 6:16

11 Feb. 12 Judges 16:4-6,13-20 God helps people do what He says to do. Samson (based on Judges 13) Proverbs 3:6

12 Feb. 19 Ruth 1:6-18 Family members are to take care of one another. Naomi’s Family (based on Ruth 1:1-22) Ruth 1:16

13 Feb. 26 Ruth 3:8-13; 4:13-17 We can count on God to help us. Ruth and Boaz (based on Ruth 2:1-23; 3:1-2; 4:13-17) Ruth 2:12
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FOR THE 
LEADER

God Is With Us
J o s h u a  1 : 1 - 9

Joshua appears several times in other biblical texts. In Exodus 17, Joshua led Israel’s army 
against the Amalekites, a foe the Israelites also would face in later generations. Joshua 
waited for Moses at the foot of Mount Sinai while Moses received God’s laws (Ex. 24:13) 
and was present when Moses came down the mountain (Ex. 32:17). Joshua kept watch by 
the tent in which Moses spoke with God face-to-face (Ex. 33:11). Under Moses’ direction, 
Joshua was one of the twelve spies who spied out the land of Israel (Num. 13:8,16). Moses 
commissioned Joshua as Israel’s next leader (Num. 27:18-23). 

Joshua 1 records God’s commissioning of Joshua following Moses’ death. God 
spoke to Joshua and encouraged him to set his sights on the task that lay ahead. Such a 
commissioning would require Joshua to be strong and courageous on every level as he 
stepped into the new challenge God had given him. God also instructed Joshua to follow 
His Word carefully and to meditate on that Word every step of the way as he led the 
Israelites into the promised land. God previously used Moses to communicate His inspired 
Word to Israel. God now wanted Joshua to live by that Word so God’s people would believe 
His words still applied to the next generation. God promised to be with Joshua wherever 
Joshua would go.

The final aspect of Joshua’s commissioning included his securing the support of 
God’s people. Joshua approached the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh, and asked 
for their support. Earlier, in the days of Moses, these tribes had requested to settle east 
of the Jordan River (Num. 32:1-5). Moses required them to help the other tribes conquer 
the land of Canaan on the west side of the Jordan, and the tribes agreed they would 
(Num. 32:16-19). The tribes remembered their commitment to Moses and assured Joshua 
they would obey his voice in every way. Joshua 1 thus records God’s commissioning of 
Joshua and the people’s ratification of that commission.

Session 1
Session 1: God I s W ith U s
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1

OVERVIEW

SESSION F OC U S
CORE P ASSAGE
Joshua 1:1-9

PRESCHOOL  V ERSE
Joshua 1:5

PRESCHOOL  TEXT TRUT H
God is always with us.

PRESCHOOL  CONNECT ION ST ORY P ASSAGE
Joshua 1:1-11; Deuteronomy 34:9

CHRIST  IN CONT EXT 
Just as Joshua led God’s people to the promised land, Jesus will 
lead His people to everlasting life and rest with God.

 SESSION B RIEF
Following in Moses’ footsteps, Joshua 
prepared to lead the Israelites into Canaan 
to subdue the people and take the land. 
Joshua must have approached this next 
step of the journey into the promised 
land with a mixture of excitement and 
trepidation. But being assured by God 
Himself that Joshua would not be alone, 
the obedient leader began the preparations 
with courage and bravery.

This week, help preschoolers begin 
to learn that God is always with us. He 
promises to guide us and help us when we 
seek Him and obey His instructions.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Preschool 
Verse you want to use with your 
group.

From the Bible text: 
I [God] will not leave you or 
forsake you. Joshua 1:5

Preschool Verse Paraphrase: 
God will never leave you. 
Joshua 1:5

7Session 1: God I s W ith U s© 2016 LifeWay



BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO JOSHUA:

J OSH U A OB EY ED  G OD
J o s h u a 1 : 1 - 1 1 ; D e u t e r o no m y 3 4 : 9

For many years Joshua listened to Moses and learned from him. Joshua 
watched Moses lead the people day after day, year after year. Joshua helped 
Moses. Now Joshua was ready to lead the people to their new homeland.

Joshua loved God and obeyed Him. And God was pleased with Joshua.

God told Joshua: “You are now the leader. You and all the people must 
prepare to cross over the Jordan River to reach the land I am giving you. 
Just as I promised Moses, I am giving you all the land from the wilderness 
to the river to the sea. No one will be able to take it away from you. I will be 
with you, Joshua, just as I was with Moses. I will not leave you or forsake 
you. I will always be with you.”

Joshua listened to God. He loved God and knew God would guide Him.

Then God said, “Be strong and courageous, Joshua. I want you to divide the 
land among all the families. But most important of all, you and the people 
must obey everything Moses told you. Obey My instructions so that you 
will succeed wherever you go.

“Do not forget the instructions I have given you,” God said to Joshua. 
“Say them over and over during the day and the night so you may obey 
everything. If you do that, you will do well and succeed in everything. Be 
strong and courageous, Joshua. Your God is with you wherever you go.”

Joshua loved God and obeyed Him. He told the leaders in the camp what 
God wanted the people to do.

TEXT TRUTH
God is always with us.

PRESCHOOL VERSE 
Joshua 1:5

LEADER TIP! 
Prepare to tell the Bible story 
in your own words. Shorten the 
story as necessary to match 
the attention span of your 
group of preschoolers.

Explore the Bible: P resc hool Leader Guide8 © 2016 LifeWay



SET THE STAGE

SET TH E STAG E F OR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
•  Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
•  Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

•  Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Offer two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

•  Work puzzles featuring people.
•  Match words of the Preschool Verse.
•  Drive toy cars.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
•  After everyone has arrived and had an opportunity to do one or more 

activities, say: “You have already been busy today. You have had fun 
working puzzles and driving cars. Who matched the word cards?”

•  Give preschoolers time to respond, then say: “We will explore more 
about God and a man named Joshua.”

•  Show preschoolers the Story Picture and point to Joshua. Comment: 
“This is a picture of Joshua. You will learn more about him today.”

•   Direct preschoolers to the Exploration Stations.

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• wooden puzzles such as 

Family Prayers (LifeWay, 
005191559), Going 
to Church (LifeWay, 
005159906), and 
My Friends (LifeWay, 
005266977)

• 2 sets of index cards with 
Preschool Verse (print one 
word per card)

• several toy cars
• Story Picture: Joshua 

Obeyed God (Pack Item 1)

Session 1: God I s W ith U s 9© 2016 LifeWay



EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God is always with us.

BIBLE STORY
JOSHUA OBEYED GOD
Joshua 1:1-11;  
Deuteronomy 34:9

PRESCHOOL VERSE
Joshua 1:5

PACK ITEMS
  1  Story Picture: Joshua 

Obeyed God
15 Preschool Verses 1
22  Book: Where Did People 

Live?
23 Joshua Name Cards
24 Joshua Name Letters
25 Movement Cube
29 Follow the Trail Game

TEACHER TIP!
Offer a movement game to 
help preschoolers who have 
a difficult time sitting and 
listening. 

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

PRETEND TO CAMP

Tools: Bible; small tent or 

sheet; camping props such as 

flashlights and compasses; 

small twigs; red, yellow and 

orange tissue paper; Activity 

Page

•  Set up a small tent or 

make a tent by spreading 

a sheet over a table. Build 

a pretend campfire using 

the twigs and paper. Place 

the Bible and other props 

inside the tent.

•  As children have fun in 

the tent, talk about the 

Bible story. Mention that 

Joshua was the new leader 

of the Israelites. The people 

camped beside a river, 

getting ready to cross into 

the land God promised 

them.

•  Help children find the 

Book of Joshua in the 

Bible. Then show them 

the picture on the Activity 

Page as you tell the story.

DRAW SELF-
PORTRAITS

Tools: Bible, white paper, 
markers or crayons, small 
nonbreakable mirrors

•  Print the Preschool Verse 
at the bottom of several 
sheets of paper. Or print 
the verse on a separate 
sheet of paper for older 
preschoolers to copy.

•  Invite boys and girls to 
look in the mirrors then 
draw their self-portraits on 
the paper. Talk about the 
Bible story as the children 
draw.

•  Read aloud the verse to 
the children. Mention that 
God promised to always be 
with Joshua. 

•  Say: “God is always with 
you.”
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

PLAY GAMES

Tools: Bible, Joshua Name 

Cards (Pack), Joshua Name 

Letters (Pack), Follow the Trail 

Game (Pack), paper sack, large 

buttons or foam beads, number  

cube

•  Prepare the games 

according to the Leader 

Pack directions. Place the 

Bible near the games. 

•  As children match the 

letters of Joshua’s name, 

remark that God made 

Joshua the new leader 

of the Israelites. God 

promised to always be with 

Joshua. 

•  While children play the 

trail game, comment that 

God chose Joshua to be the 

new leader of the people. 

•  Help a child open the Bible 

to the Book of Joshua. 

Show the preschooler 

where the Bible story is 

found.

PLAY WITH PEOPLE 
FIGURES

Tools: Bible; Book: Where Did 
People Live? (Pack), wooden 
blocks, large index cards, toy 
people figures

•  Fold index cards in half to 
make tent shapes. Place the 
tents, people figures, book, 
and Bible with the blocks.

•  Invite boys and girls to 
build and use the tents as 
part of their play. 

•  Read the book with the 
children and talk about the 
different kinds of places 
people lived during Bible 
times. 

•  Open the Bible to Joshua 1 
and tell the Bible story. 

•  Explain that the Israelite 
people lived in tents as 
they traveled to the land 
God said would be their 
home. 

•  Say: “God promised to 
always be with Joshua.”

FOLLOW THE LEADER

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
Joshua Obeyed God (Pack), 
Preschool Verses 1 (Pack), 
Movement Cube (Pack)

•  Mark today’s Preschool 
Verse in the Bible with the 
appropriate verse strip. 
Assemble the Movement 
Cube and place it next to 
the Bible on the floor.

•  Invite one child to be 
the leader, toss the cube, 
and lead the group in the 
movement shown on the 
cube. After a few turns, 
change leaders.

•  In between turns, lead 
the children in saying the 
Preschool Verse. Open the 
Bible and show children 
where the verse is located 
in the Book of Joshua. 

•  Sit on the floor and talk 
about the Bible story. Point 
to Joshua in the Story 
Picture. 

•  Say: “God promised to 
always be with Joshua.”
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS
• Bible
• Activity Page

PACK ITEMS
  1  Story Picture: Joshua 

Obeyed God
15 Preschool Verses 1
25 Movement Cube
32 Bible Names

LET’S GATHER.

•  Go to each Exploration Station 
and direct boys and girls to finish 
activities and gather for Circle 
Time. 

•  Prompt children to line up behind 
you. Lead them around the room 
to the Circle Time area. Ask 
children to be seated.

•  Give one child the Movement 
Cube and ask him to say a number 
from 1 to 5. When the preschooler 
tosses the cube, that child can 
lead the group in doing the 
movement the number of times 
the child said. 

•  Continue until several 
preschoolers have had a turn to 
lead the group. 

•  Comment: “You led your friends 
to move. Our Bible story is about 
someone who led people.”

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

•  Show preschoolers the Joshua 
card from the Bible Names. Point 
to each letter as you say it. 

•  Lead boys and girls to chant and 
clap each letter of Joshua’s name. 
Tell the children that today’s story 
is about a man named Joshua.

•  Open the Bible to Joshua 1. Tell 
the Bible story in your own words.

•  Show children the Story Picture. 
Tell the children to pass the 
picture around the circle. 

•  Ask a few questions to help boys 
and girls recall the story.

C IRC LE TIM E (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)

12 Explore the Bible: P resc hool Leader Guide © 2016 LifeWay



CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

•  Open the Bible to the Preschool 
Verse strip and read the verse 
aloud to the children. 

•  Ask the children to stand and 
repeat the verse with you. 

•  Help children find the Book 
of Joshua in their Bibles (or 
classroom Bibles.) 

•  Comment: “This book tells what 
happened when Joshua became 
the leader of the people after 
Moses died.”

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

•  Invite boys and girls to share 
prayer concerns. Encourage  
interested preschoolers to pray. 

•  Remind boys and girls that they 
can thank God for always being 
with them. 

•  Close prayertime by asking God 
to help children obey Him and 
remember that God is always with 
them.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

•  Form groups of two or three 
preschoolers and a teacher. Look 
at the Activity Page together and 
complete the activity. Recall the 
Bible story.

•  Lead small groups of children 
to repeat the Preschool Verse 
together.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Trust and Follow God
J o s h u a  6 : 1 2 - 2 5

Today’s session focuses on God’s people as Joshua led them against the city of Jericho. 
God’s battle plan was unusual, but as Joshua and the people followed it, they saw God 
bring an astounding victory. The walls of Jericho fell, and the people took the city. 

Joshua 2 records how Joshua secretly sent two men to spy out Jericho as God’s people 
prepared to cross into the promised land. The men hid in the home of Rahab. The king of 
Jericho received word of the spies’ coming and ordered Rahab to turn them over, but Rahab 
told the king the men already had escaped. 

Rahab met secretly with the spies and confessed her faith in Israel’s God. She then 
struck a deal to save her life; she had saved the spies’ lives, and now they would save hers, 
along with her family’s.

Later, in Chapter 6, God gave Joshua unusual battle instructions to defeat Jericho. The 
people were to march around the city each day, and on the seventh day, the people would 
shout as the priests blew the ram’s horns, and the wall would collapse. The people followed 
Joshua’s directive. Each day for six days, they circled the city once with the priests blowing 
the ram’s horns. On the seventh day, the people marched around the city seven times, the 
priests blew the ram’s horns, and Joshua instructed the people to shout, because the Lord 
had given them the city. Jericho’s wall fell, and Israel achieved the victory.

The Israelites spared Rahab’s family in accordance with the spies’ promise. They then 
destroyed the city and deposited the valuables in the treasury of the Lord. 

Israel’s battle against Jericho should encourage kids today as they seek to do God’s will. 
Guide kids to know that we should trust God and obey Him. Remind the boys and girls you 
teach that when we truly trust God we will obey God completely. Joshua and the Israelites 
trusted God for the victory. Rejoice! Be assured that God takes care of people who trust and 
follow Him.

Session 2
Session 2 : Trust and F ollow God
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2

OVERVIEW

SESSION F OC U S
CORE P ASSAGE
Joshua 6:12-25

PRESCHOOL  V ERSE
Joshua 4:24

PRESCHOOL  TEXT TRUT H
God takes care of people who trust and follow Him.

PRESCHOOL  CONNECT ION ST ORY P ASSAGE
Joshua 6:1-21

CHRIST  IN CONT EXT 
Just as Joshua led God’s people to the promised land, Jesus will 
lead His people to everlasting life and rest with God.

 SESSION B RIEF
Jericho, a very important city, stood in 
front of the Israelites as they approached 
their future homeland. Jericho represented 
a formidable opponent with its imposing 
stone walls and high gates. Capturing this 
city was possible only with God’s help. 
Indeed, it was God’s victory when the 
walls crumbled and collapsed. 

God used Joshua to help the people 
learn that they would be victorious when 
they trusted and obeyed Him. Preschoolers 
can begin to realize that God takes care of 
people who obey Him.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Preschool 
Verse you want to use with your 
group.

From the Bible text: 
The Lord’s hand is mighty. 
Joshua 4:24

Preschool Verse Paraphrase: 
The Lord (God) is strong. 
Joshua 4:24

15Session 2 : Trust and F ollow God© 2016 LifeWay



BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO JOSHUA:

TH E PEOPLE TRU STED  G OD
J o s h u a  6 : 1 - 2 1

Joshua and the people going to Canaan followed God’s instructions. They 
crossed the Jordan River and walked until they were near the town of 
Jericho.

Jericho had many tall towers and walls. There were many soldiers to keep 
people out of the town. No one could climb over the walls or get through the 
gates. But God told Joshua He would help the people move into the town. 
Then God gave Joshua instructions.

“Tell the people to march around the city once every day. Seven priests 
should march in front of the ark and carry trumpets,” God said.

So Joshua sent for the priests. He told them what God said to do. He told 
them God would take care of them if they obeyed His instructions.

March, march, march. People began to march. The seven priests marched 
around the outside of the city walls. They blew their trumpets and other 
people carried the ark. But no one said a word. Joshua had told the people 
to be silent until he told them to shout.

The next day, the priests marched again and were quiet. Then the people 
went back to camp.

This is what the people did for six days. On the seventh day, the people 
marched around Jericho’s walls seven times. Then the priests blew their 
trumpets.

“Shout!” Joshua commanded. “God will give us this city. We will go in.”

So the people shouted as loudly as they could. The trumpets blared. Then 
the stone walls began to crumble. The city walls crumbled to the ground.

Then Joshua led the people into Jericho.

TEXT TRUTH
God takes care of people who 
trust and follow Him.

PRESCHOOL VERSE 
Joshua 4:24

LEADER TIP!
Explain to preschoolers that 
the ark was a very special 
box used to carry the stone 
tablets on which the Ten 
Commandments were written.

LEADER TIP!
Shorten the story as necessary 
to hold the interest of the 
children in your class.
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SET THE STAGE

SET TH E STAG E F OR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
•  Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
•  Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

•  Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Offer two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

•  Build with interlocking blocks.
•  Make a trumpet. Then blow trumpet and march in place.
•  Match the letters of Joshua’s name.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
•  When the children have had opportunity to do one or more arrival 

activities, show them the Joshua Name Card.  
•  Say: “Joshua had an important job to do. God told Joshua to lead the 

people into a city. God gave Joshua special instructions. We will learn 
more about that today during Exploration Station activities and Circle 
Time.”

•  Briefly describe each of the stations available for the children to 
explore. Comment: “Listen and learn how God helped Joshua and the 
people.”

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• interlocking plastic blocks
• cardboard tubes, paper, 

tape, Trumpet Pattern 
(Enhanced CD)

• Joshua Name Cards (Pack 
Item 23)

• Joshua Name Letters (Pack 
Item 24)
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God takes care of people who 
trust and follow Him.

BIBLE STORY
THE PEOPLE TRUSTED 
GOD
Joshua 6:1-21

PRESCHOOL VERSE
Joshua 4:24

PACK ITEMS
  2  Story Picture: The People 

Trusted God
15 Preschool Verses 1
32 Bible Names

LEADER TIP!
Find used baby shoes at 
garage sales and discount 
stores. Look for shoes with 
different kinds of treads on the 
sole.

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

PAINT WITH SHOES

Tools: Bible, paper, tempera 

paint, shallow pan, baby shoes, 

painting smocks, paper towels 

•  Lay folded paper towels 

in the pan and pour paint 

over them. 

•  Help a child put on a 

smock before painting. 

Explain how to press the 

bottom of a shoe into the 

paint, then press it on the 

paper to make a print. 

•  As the child paints, talk 

about the Bible story. Say: 

“The people walked around 

the city of Jericho for 

seven days. That is what 

God told them to do. Then 

God knocked down the 

city’s walls.”

•  Open the Bible to Joshua 

4:24. Lead the child to 

repeat the Preschool Verse. 

•  Say: “The people learned 

that God is strong.”

PLAY INSTRUMENTS & 
MARCH

Tools: Bible, Enhanced CD, 
rhythm instruments

•  Play the CD. Invite boys 
and girls to play the 
instruments as they hear 
songs about God. 

•  Comment that after 
walking around the city, 
the trumpeters blew 
their trumpets. Then God 
caused the walls of the city 
to fall down.

•  Continue telling the Bible 
story. Open the Bible to 
Joshua 4:24 and read aloud 
the Preschool Verse. 

•  Encourage the children to 
exchange instruments and 
march around the room 
while the music plays.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

MOVE FIGURES IN 
SAND

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: The 

People Trusted God (Pack), 

shallow container of clean play 

sand (dampen slightly), drop 

cloth, toy people figures

•  Place the container of sand 

on the drop cloth. Add the 

people figures and display 

the Story Picture. 

•  Invite a child to move the 

people figures through 

the sand. Relate this to 

the people in Bible times 

walking on sandy roads. 

•  Children may enjoy 

molding hills or making 

other sand formations. 

•  Tell the Bible story as the 

children play. Mention that 

the people marched around 

the city for seven days. 

Then God made the walls 

fall down. 

•  Ask a child to look at the 

Story Picture and point to 

the people marching.

BUILD AND KNOCK 
DOWN

Tools: Bible, Bible Names 
(Pack), wooden blocks, Activity 
Page

•  Use the Joshua card from 
the Bible Names. Place the 
card in the Bible at Joshua 
6. Lay the Bible near the 
wooden blocks.

•  Invite boys and girls to 
build towers, then knock 
them over. Caution 
children to build no higher 
than seven blocks high. 

•  Talk to the children about 
the Bible story. Show 
preschoolers the picture on 
the Activity Page.

•  Comment that God had 
a plan to help the people 
capture Jericho.

•  Lead the children to count 
to seven. Say: “The people 
walked around the city 
seven days.”

the people marched around 

MAKE PUDDING

Tools: Bible, Preschool Verses 1 
(Pack), Allergy Sign (Enhanced 
CD), instant pudding mix, milk, 
measuring cup, bowl with a lid, 
small paper cups, plastic spoons

•  Mark today’s Preschool 
Verse in the Bible, using 
the appropriate verse 
strip. Post the Allergy Sign 
naming the ingredients.

•  Give preschoolers turns to 
pour and mix the pudding 
ingredients. 

•  Place the lid on the 
bowl. Give each child an 
opportunity to shake the 
bowl until the pudding 
thickens.

•  Say: “We followed 
instructions to make the 
pudding. Joshua and the 
people followed God’s 
instructions and did what 
He said. God took care 
of the people. The people 
knew God was strong.”

•  Open the Bible to the 
marked verse and read it 
aloud to the children. 
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS
• Bibles

PACK ITEMS
  2  Story Picture: The People 

Trusted God
15 Preschool Verses 1
26 Bible People Figures
32 Bible Names

LET’S GATHER.

•  Use the Joshua figure to mark 
Joshua 6 in the Bible. Place 
today’s marker at the appropriate 
reference in a different Bible.

•  Move to each Exploration Station 
and tell children to finish their 
activities and move to the Circle 
Time area. 

•  When everyone is seated, play the 
Enhanced CD. Tell preschoolers to 
listen for songs about God.

•  Lead children to clap in time with 
the music. Remark: “Today we will 
hear about a way that the people 
used music to go into a city.”

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

•  Show preschoolers the Joshua 
card from the Bible Names. Ask: 
“Does someone remember the 
name of the man we learned 
about last week?” 

•  After children reply, say: “Yes. 
The man’s name was Joshua. God 
chose Joshua to help the people.” 

•  Comment: “Listen to today’s 
story and hear how Joshua 
and the people followed God’s 
instructions.” 

•  Open the Bible to Joshua 6 and 
show children the Joshua figure. 
Hold the Bible open as you tell the 
Bible story in your own words.

•  Show preschoolers the Story 
Picture. Ask questions to help 
children think about the story. 
How many days did the people march 
around Jericho? (7) 
What did the people do on the 
seventh day? (they shouted) 
What happened after the people 
marched around the city seven times? 
(the walls crumbled) 
Who helped Joshua and the people? 
(God)

C IRC LE TIM E (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

•  Open the Bible to the marked 
Preschool Verse and read it aloud 
to the children. 

•  Direct the children to stand and 
march in place as you count to 
seven. After you say “seven,” tell 
the children to shout the verse. 

•  Ask teachers in the circle to help 
children find Joshua 4:24 in their 
Bibles (or classroom Bibles). Assist 
the children in pointing to God’s 
name in the Bible. 

•  Remind boys and girls that God 
gave people the victory. Remark: 
“God is always with us and will 
help us. The Lord (God) is strong.”

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

•  Ask boys and girls to share their 
prayer requests. 

•  Encourage children to pray, if they 
wish.

•  Finish prayertime by thanking 
God for His love and asking Him 
to help boys and girls love and 
follow Him.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

•  Form groups of two or three 
preschoolers and a teacher. Look 
at the Activity Page together and 
complete the activity. 

•  Help children locate Joshua 6 
in their Bibles and find Joshua’s 
name. Recall the Bible story.

•  Repeat the Preschool Verse 
together.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

God’s Plan for Jesus
Luke 1:26-38 
 
The Book of Luke opens on a scene during the days of King Herod. A priest named 
Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth, were old and had no children. While in the temple 
during his time to serve as priest, Zechariah was visited by an angel. The angel announced 
that Zechariah’s wife would soon have a baby. Zechariah questioned how this could 
happen. The angel assured Zechariah that the words spoken were true. And soon indeed, 
Elizabeth became pregnant.

The biblical narrative shifts from Zechariah and Elizabeth to a time six months 
later. The angel Gabriel appeared to a young woman named Mary with a very familiar 
announcement. Gabriel announced to Mary that she too would soon be pregnant. Mary 
was confused by what the angel said and wondered how the angel’s statement would be 
true. Mary was indeed a young woman who, though being betrothed to Joseph, was not 
married, and had no prospect of being pregnant by Joseph. 

Gabriel encouraged Mary to not be afraid. Gabriel went on to give an amazing picture 
of who Mary’s son would be. The words Gabriel spoke echoed words from prophecies long 
ago and should have been comforting to Mary. Mary was very confused. Yet, in contrast to 
Zechariah’s unbelief, Mary believed, and agreed to trust God’s plan. Mary replied that she 
would be available to be used by God as He needed.

God’s plan to send Jesus began in the garden of Eden. Once sin entered the world, our 
need for a Savior was established. Through many years of waiting, God was finally ready 
to send that promised Savior. Today preschoolers will rejoice as they hear the wonderful 
announcement of this long awaited arrival. Guide boys and girls to hear and use the name 
of Jesus as you tell this wonderful story.  

Session 3
Session 3 : God’ s P lan f or J esus
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3

OVERVIEW

SESSION F OC U S
CORE P ASSAGE
Joshua 10:6-14

PRESCHOOL  V ERSE
Luke 1:32-33

PRESCHOOL  TEXT TRUT H
God had a plan for Jesus to be born.

PRESCHOOL  CONNECT ION ST ORY P ASSAGE
Luke 1:26-38

CHRIST  IN CONT EXT 
Just as Joshua led God’s people to the promised land, Jesus will 
lead His people to everlasting life and rest with God.

 SESSION B RIEF
God uses all situations to bring about His 
purposes. In order to provide salvation to 
humanity, God chose to send a Savior—
His Son—to redeem people. From the 
beginning, this was God’s plan. And now, 
God was ready to reveal the plan to the 
world. This week’s session helps us know 
God can and does use people for His 
purposes.

Lead preschoolers to connect to the 
importance of the holiday season in 
celebrating the coming of Jesus to the 
world.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Preschool 
Verse you want to use with your 
group.

From the Bible text: 
He will be great and will 
be called the Son of God. 
Luke 1:32-33

Preschool Verse Paraphrase: 
He will be great and will 
be called the Son of God. 
Luke 1:32-33
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO JOSHUA:

G OD  C H OSE M ARY
Lu k e  1 : 2 6 - 3 8

A young girl named Mary lived in the town of Nazareth. Mary was going to 
marry a man named Joseph.

One day Mary heard some news. God sent an angel named Gabriel to tell 
Mary the news. The angel said: “Mary, God loves you; you are special. God 
is happy with you.”

At first Mary was frightened. She did not know what to think about what 
the angel said to her.

The angel said: “Do not be afraid, Mary. You have pleased God. God has 
chosen you for something special. You will have a baby. He is God’s Son. 
You will name Him Jesus.”

Mary asked Gabriel, “How can I have this special baby?”

Gabriel told Mary, “God will make this happen.”

Mary said, “I will do what God wants me to do.”

Then the angel told Mary more good news. He said: “Your relative Elizabeth 
will have a baby boy, too, even though she is old. For God can make 
anything happen!”

Mary thought about the news the angel told her. Then she sang a song of 
praise to God.

TEXT TRUTH
God had a plan for Jesus to be 
born.

PRESCHOOL VERSE 
Luke 1:32-33

LEADER TIP! 
To prepare for Christmastime 
at church, display Door  
Poster 2 (Pack) near the 
entrance to your classroom. 
Use the poster to focus 
children’s attention on the 
meaning of Christmas.
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SET THE STAGE

SET TH E STAG E F OR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
•  Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
•  Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

•  Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Offer two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

•  Match Christmas cards.
•  Find Jesus’ name in the Bible. 
•  Talk on phones or walkie-talkies.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
•  After the children have arrived and had an opportunity to do the 

arrival activities, ask them to tell you about a time when they received 
a message. Remark: “Sometimes we hear news from a television report 
or a newspaper article. Sometimes we receive a text or email message. 
And sometimes people call us to tell us news.” 

•  Continue: “Today we will hear about someone who received a very 
special message from God. Let’s go explore!”

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• 3-5 religious Christmas 

cards, cut in half to make 
puzzles

• Bible, yellow highlighter or 
crayon, magnifying glass

• toy phones or walkie-talkies
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God had a plan for Jesus to be 
born.

BIBLE STORY
GOD CHOSE MARY
Luke 1:26-38

PRESCHOOL VERSE
Luke 1:32-33

PACK ITEMS
  3  Story Picture: God Chose 

Mary
15 Preschool Verses 1
22  Book: Where Did People 

Live?
27  Book: Jesus, a Special 

Baby

LEADER TIP!
Always check with parents 
before preparing and serving 
foods to preschoolers. 

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

FROST COOKIES

Tools: Bible, J-shaped sugar 

cookies, frosting, sprinkles, 

craft sticks, small paper 

plates, napkins, ziplock bags, 

permanent marker, Allergy 

Sign (Enhanced CD)

•  Bake or purchase the 

cookies ahead of time. 

•  Direct children to wash 

their hands before 

decorating cookies. 

•  Give each child a craft 

stick to spread frosting on 

a cookie. Children can add 

sprinkles, if desired.

•  As children work, mention 

that the angel told Mary 

that her baby would have 

a special name. Say: “His 

name began with the letter 

J. What was the baby’s 

name?” 

•  Direct preschoolers to put 

their cookies in the bags to 

take home for a treat later.
their cookies in the bags to 

BUILD A BIBLE-TIMES 
HOUSE

Tools: Bible, Book: Where Did 
People Live? (Pack), wooden 
blocks, cardboard pieces

•  Invite boys and girls to 
build with the blocks and 
cardboard pieces. Suggest 
that children build a house. 

•  Read the book to 
the children. Show 
preschoolers the picture of 
the Bible-times house.

•  Comment: “Mary may 
have lived in a house like 
this. She may have been in 
her house when the angel 
visited her with the special 
news.”

•  Open the Bible to the Book 
of Luke. Explain that this 
is where the Bible story 
about Mary is found.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

WORK PUZZLES & 
READ

Tools: Bible; Book: Jesus, a 

Special Baby (Pack); another 

book about Jesus’ birth; 

puzzles Nativity Floor Puzzle 

(LifeWay, 005160680), Jesus’ 

Birth (LifeWay, 001276461) 

•  Lead a child to look at 

the choices of books and 

puzzles. Comment that 

each item helps us think 

about Jesus’ birth. 

•  Remind the preschooler 

that an angel had a special 

message for Mary. 

•  Say: “The angel told Mary 

that God chose her to have 

a baby. The baby would be 

God’s Son.” 

•  Lead the preschooler to 

repeat the phrase “Jesus is 

God’s Son.” 

•  Help a child find Mary’s 

name in Luke 1.

PAINT A MESSAGE

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
God Chose Mary (Pack), white 
paper, white crayon, thinned 
tempera paint, paintbrushes, 
painting smocks 

•  Use the white crayon to 
print the name JESUS in 
large letters on each paper. 
Press hard as you write to 
make a heavy print. 

•  Invite a child to brush 
paint over his paper to 
reveal a secret message. 

•  As the crayon appears 
through the paint, say: 
“That is a name. It is Jesus!” 

•  Remark that the angel told 
Mary to name the baby 
Jesus. 

•  Say: “God chose Mary to 
be Jesus’ mother.” Point to 
Mary in the Story Picture.

•  Pray, thanking God for 
sending His Son, Jesus.

MAKE A BIBLE VERSE 
CHAIN

Tools: Bible, Preschool Verses 
1 (Pack), Bible Verse Links 
(Enhanced CD), white or 
colored paper, tape, Activity 
Page

•  Mark today’s Preschool 
Verse in the Bible using the 
appropriate verse strip. 

•  Print a copy of the 
Preschool Verse Links for 
each child. Cut apart each 
set of strips. 

•  Open the Bible to Luke 
1:32-33 and read aloud the 
Bible verse. Say: “These are 
the words printed on your 
papers. You can put them 
together to make a chain.”

•  Give each child a set of 
strips. Show preschoolers 
how to loop and tape the 
strips to each other to form 
a paper chain. 

•  Lead preschoolers to 
repeat the verse after they 
complete their chains.

•  Show children the picture 
on the Activity Page.
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS
• Bible
• Enhanced CD
• Activity Page

PACK ITEMS
  3  Story Picture: God Chose 

Mary
15 Preschool Verses 1
32 Bible Names
37 Story Review Cube

LET’S GATHER.

•  Use the Mary card from the Bible 
Names to mark Luke 1 in the 
Bible. 

•  Go to each Exploration Station 
and whisper to the children to 
finish their explorations and put 
away materials.

•  Play the Enhanced CD as children 
arrive in the Circle Time area. 
Lead the children to sing along 
with one or two songs.

•  When all the children are seated, 
ask the children to name some 
things they know about Jesus. 
Give hints as needed, recalling 
conversations or activities from 
the session.

•  Explain that today’s Bible story 
tells about a special message 
about Jesus.

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

•  Turn to Luke 1 and show 
preschoolers the Mary card. Read 
aloud the name. 

•  Ask children to tell something 
about Mary. Help children 
understand that Mary was Jesus’ 
mother and God chose her.

•  Hold the Bible as you tell the Bible 
story in your own words.

•  Show preschoolers the Story 
Picture. Point to the people in the 
picture and ask the children to 
name them. 

•  Use the Story Review Cube to help 
children think about the story.

C IRC LE TIM E (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

•  Open the Bible to the marked 
Preschool Verse and read it aloud 
to the children. Repeat the verse a 
few times together. 

•  Form preschoolers into three 
groups and assign each group 
a portion of the verse. Practice 
saying the verse, each group 
saying its assigned part. 

•  Comment that God planned for 
Mary to be Jesus’ mother.

•  Show preschoolers where to find 
the Book of Luke in the Bible. 

•  Comment: “Luke is one of four 
books that tell about Jesus’ 
life. These books are called The 
Gospels.”

•  Recite together: “Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John. The Gospels tell 
of Jesus’ life.”

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

•  Pray for the children to know and 
love Jesus. Thank God for sending 
Jesus to love us.

•  Allow time for children to pray, if 
they wish.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

•  Form groups of two or three 
preschoolers and a teacher. 

•  Lead children in each small group 
to look at the Activity Page and 
complete the activity. Recall the 
Bible story.

•  Direct preschoolers to get their 
Bible Verse Chains (made in 
Exploration Station) and repeat 
the Preschool Verse together.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

He’s Here!
Lu k e  2 : 1 - 2 0

The angel Gabriel visited Zechariah, a priest in Jerusalem (Luke 1:5-25). Zechariah and 
his wife Elizabeth were old and had no children. However, Gabriel told Zechariah that 
Elizabeth would bear him a son—John. John would be filled with the Holy Spirit and 
accomplish great things.

Gabriel then visited a virgin named Mary in Nazareth and told her she had found 
favor with God. Mary would bear God’s Son! The Lord would give His Son the throne of 
His father David, and His kingdom would last forever. The angel also shared the news of 
Elizabeth’s pregnancy, and Mary humbly surrendered to the Lord’s plan.

Mary departed for Judea to visit Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, her 
baby leaped inside her, and Elizabeth blessed Mary. Mary praised God. 

Luke 2 shares that a Roman decree required all people to register in their hometowns. 
Joseph traveled with Mary to Bethlehem because Joseph hailed from King David’s line. 
Mary gave birth to Jesus while they were there. 

That night, an angel appeared to nearby shepherds with glorious news. A Savior was 
born in Bethlehem! Following the announcement, the shepherds left the fields to find 
Mary, Joseph, and the baby. The shepherds reported to everyone what they had seen, and 
all were amazed. 

At Christmas, we celebrate God’s sending His Son as the Savior of the world. Today, 
God continues to accomplish His sovereign purpose, and often He does that through 
believers who are willing to yield their lives to Christ no matter what the cost. We can trust 
God to keep His promises as we confidently follow Him.

Session 4
Session 4 : H e’ s H ere!
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4

OVERVIEW

SESSION F OC U S
CORE P ASSAGE
Luke 2:1-20

PRESCHOOL  V ERSE
Luke 2:11

PRESCHOOL  TEXT TRUT H
God’s Son, Jesus, was born.

PRESCHOOL  CONNECT ION ST ORY P ASSAGE
Luke 2:1-20

CHRIST  IN CONT EXT 
The Book of Luke gives a detailed description of the life of Jesus. 
Luke showed that Jesus cares for people.

 SESSION B RIEF
The birth of the Savior signaled the 
fulfillment of God’s promise to restore His 
people and bring them back to Himself. 
The King was born to humble parents in 
the humblest of surroundings, yet His 
birth signified the arrival of God’s Son, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. 

With great joy, the angels and 
shepherds praised God for the birth of the 
Messiah. Their praises ring in our hearts 
as we lead preschoolers to celebrate the 
Savior’s birth and share the wonder of 
Jesus with others.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Preschool 
Verse you want to use with your 
group.

From the Bible text: 
Today a Savior was born for 
you. Luke 2:11

Preschool Verse Paraphrase: 
Today a Savior was born for 
you. Luke 2:11
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO LUKE:

J ESU S’  B IRTH
Lu k e  2 : 1 - 2 0

One night some shepherds were sitting on the hills close to Bethlehem. The 
men were keeping watch over their flocks of sheep. Stars were shining in the 
sky.

Suddenly, an angel appeared to the shepherds. The shepherds were 
frightened.

“Don’t be afraid,” the angel said to the shepherds. “I have wonderful news 
to tell you! Today a special baby was born in Bethlehem. The baby is Jesus, 
God’s Son. You will find the baby lying in a manger. He will be wrapped in 
strips of cloth.”

Then the sky was filled with many more angels praising God.

When the angels left, the shepherds said, “Let’s go to Bethlehem. Let’s go 
and see the baby!”

So the shepherds ran to Bethlehem. They went to the place where the angel 
said they would find the special baby. 

When the shepherds found Mary and Joseph, they saw Baby Jesus 
wrapped in strips of cloth. The baby was lying in a manger just as the angel 
told them.

The shepherds wanted to tell other people about Jesus. As they left the 
stable, the shepherds told everyone that Jesus was born in Bethlehem.

TEXT TRUTH
God’s Son, Jesus, was born.

PRESCHOOL VERSE 
Luke 2:11

LEADER TIP! 
Today is Christmas. What 
a joyful day to celebrate 
the Savior’s birth! Play soft 
instrumental music to create a 
worshipful atmosphere in your 
classroom. 
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SET THE STAGE

SET TH E STAG E F OR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
•  Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
•  Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

•  Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Offer two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

•  Make paper plate puzzles.
•  Work Christmas-related puzzles.
•  Play a movement game with a friend.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
•  After the children have arrived and had an opportunity to do the 

arrival activities exclaim: “Today is Christmas! Today we celebrate 
Jesus.”

•  Picture-read the book to the group, then comment: “Jesus’ birth is 
what we celebrate at Christmastime. God sent Jesus to earth to love 
and help people.”

•  Continue: “Today we will learn about some men who were the first 
people to hear about Jesus’ birth. Let’s go to our activities and find out 
more.” 

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• paper plates, crayons or 

markers, star stickers, 
scissors

• Nativity Floor Puzzle 
(LifeWay, 005160680), 
Jesus’ Birth (LifeWay, 
001276461)

• Movement Cube (Pack  
Item 25)

• Book: Jesus, a Special Baby 
(Pack Item 27)
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God’s Son, Jesus, was born.

BIBLE STORY
JESUS’ BIRTH
Luke 2:1-20

PRESCHOOL VERSE
Luke 2:11

PACK ITEMS
  4 Story Picture: Jesus’ Birth
26 Bible People Figures
27  Book: Jesus, a Special 

Baby
31 Christmas Sequence Puzzle
32 Bible Names

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

CARE FOR A BABY 
DOLL

Tools: Bible, Activity Page, 

child’s size Bible-times clothes, 

baby doll, blanket, shoe box, 

shredded paper or raffia

•  Show children the picture 

on the Activity Page. Invite 

preschoolers to recreate the 

scene.

•  Guide one child to fill the 

box with the paper to make 

a manger bed. A friend 

can wrap the doll in the 

blanket and lay it in the 

box. 

•  Invite children to dress 

up in the Bible-times 

clothes and pretend to 

be shepherds, Mary, and 

Joseph. 

•  Open the Bible to Luke 2 

and tell the Bible story. 

•  Point to the Bible page. Say: 

“The story of Jesus’ birth is 

in the Book of Luke.”

oint to the Bible page. Say: 

“The story of Jesus’ birth is 

CREATE A MANGER 
SCENE

Tools: Bible, Bible People 
Figures (Pack), wooden blocks,  
toy farm animal figures

•  Use the Mary, Joseph, 
Baby Jesus, and Shepherd 
figures. Attach each figure 
to a block. 

•  Tell the Bible story as the 
children build and pretend 
with the figures. Suggest 
that kids build a shelter for 
the animals. 

•  Remark that the place 
where Jesus was born 
was a stable (shelter) for 
animals. 

•  Open the Bible to  
Luke 2:11 and say the 
Preschool Verse. Encourage 
children to repeat the 
verse.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

MAKE A BOOK ABOUT 
JESUS

Tools: Bible, Book: Jesus, a 

Special Baby (Pack), half 

sheets of white paper and 

colored paper, markers or 

crayons, stapler (for teacher’s 

use), Enhanced CD

•  Read the book to children 

and talk about the Bible 

story. Say: “Christmas 

is a special day when we 

celebrate Jesus’ birth.” 

•  Ask children to tell things 

they know about Jesus. 

Say: “You can draw pictures  

to make a book about 

Jesus.”

•  Give each child several 

papers to draw pictures 

about Jesus. Help children 

print Jesus’ name on a 

piece of construction paper 

to make a book cover. 

•  Teachers should staple the 

pages.

•  Play the Enhanced CD 

while children work.

MOVE COTTON BALLS

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
Jesus’ Birth (Pack), large cotton 
balls or pom-poms, craft sticks, 
masking tape

•  Lay tape down the center 
of a table. At the end make 
a large square. Scatter 
cotton balls on the table. 

•  Show children the Story 
Picture. Point out the 
shepherds.

•  Say: “Shepherds closely 
watched their sheep 
to keep them safe. The 
shepherds guided the 
sheep with their staffs 
(long thin sticks).”  

•  Direct a child to use a 
craft stick to move cotton 
balls along the tape 
toward the box at the 
end. Say: “Pretend you are 
a shepherd and you are 
guiding your sheep to the 
sheep pen.”

•  Tell the Bible story.

SPELL BIBLE NAMES

Tools: Bible; Bible Names 
(Pack); Christmas Sequence 
Puzzle (Pack); Christmas tin 
or basket; magnetic or foam 
letters to spell the names 
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

•  Place the letters in the tin. 
Lay the Bible Names on the 
table.

•  Invite boys and girls to find 
letters in the tin and match 
them to the Bible Names. 

•  When a child finds letters 
to spell Mary’s name, 
remark that Mary was 
Jesus’ mother. 

•  Talk about other Bible story 
persons as those names are 
spelled. 

•  Guide a preschooler to put 
the Christmas pictures in 
order. Then tell the Bible 
story. 

•  Open the Bible and show 
children the Book of Luke.

•  Say: “The Book of Luke tells 
about Jesus’ birth.”
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS
• Bible
• handbell
• Enhanced CD
• Activity Page

PACK ITEMS
  4  Story Picture: Jesus’ Birth
15 Preschool Verses 1

LET’S GATHER.

•  Ring the handbell to get the 
children’s attention. Announce 
that it is time to put away 
materials and move to Circle 
Time. 

•  Say: “As you walk to the circle, 
pretend you are looking for 
someone.”  

•  When all the children are seated, 
play a Christmas song on the 
Enhanced CD. Lead the children 
to clap hands, pat knees, and snap 
fingers to the beat of the music.

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

•  Open the Bible to Luke 2. 

•  Ask: “Who knows what job 
a shepherd does?” Listen to 
children’s answers. 

•  Comment that some shepherds 
long ago heard a special message 
from an important messenger.

•  Hold the Bible on your lap as you 
tell the Bible story. Make eye 
contact with each child as you tell 
the story.

•  Show preschoolers the Story 
Picture. 

•  Ask questions about the Bible 
story. Tell preschoolers to put a 
hand on their heads if they know 
the answer.

C IRC LE TIM E (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

•  Open the Bible to Luke 2:11 where 
you have placed the Preschool 
Verse strip. Read aloud the verse. 

•  Prompt children to repeat the 
verse with you several times. 

•  Say the verse again, leaving out a 
word and waiting for children to 
supply the word. Continue leaving 
out different words.

•  Tap the Bible page showing  
Luke 2:11. Remark: “Luke is one 
of four books in the Bible that tell 
about Jesus’ life. These books are 
called The Gospels. Let’s say them 
together.”

•  Lead preschoolers in repeating: 
“Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
The Gospels tell of Jesus’ life.”

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

•  Call on boys and girls to share 
their prayer concerns.

•  Allow time for individual children 
to pray, if they wish.

•  Thank God for sending His Son, 
Jesus, to the world.

•  Close prayertime by praying that 
children and their families will 
celebrate the true meaning of 
Christmas.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

•  Form groups of two or three 
preschoolers and a teacher. Look 
at the Activity Page together and 
complete the activity. 

•  Ask each child to tell something 
she remembers about today’s Bible 
story.

•  Make up a tune to sing the 
Preschool Verse together.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!

37Session 4 : H e’ s H ere!© 2016 LifeWay



FOR THE 
LEADER

Going Home
J o s h u a  2 2 : 1 - 8

Joshua 21:43-45 completes the section of the Book of Joshua that describes Israel’s 
conquest and allotment of the land. It points to the Lord as the ultimate reason for Israel’s 
conquest. God gave His people the land He had sworn to their ancestors centuries earlier 
(Gen. 12:7; 26:3-4; 28:13). God was the power behind the Israelites’ victories and the reason 
none of the Israelites’ enemies were able to stand against Joshua. Most of all, not a single 
promise God had made to His people failed; “everything was fulfilled” (Josh. 21:45). God 
had worked His purpose with perfect faithfulness, just as He does in our lives today.

The Lord commanded Joshua to apportion the land of Canaan (Josh. 13:1-7). As the 
allotment of Canaan began, Caleb, who along with Joshua was a faithful spy when Israel 
spied out the land, requested the hill country of Hebron. Caleb received the portion and 
subdued the area. 

Joshua 22:1-34 tells us Joshua dismissed the Reubenites, Gadites, and the half-tribe 
of Manasseh to claim their eastern inheritance. As they journeyed home, however, these 
tribes built an altar along the Jordan, an action the other tribes viewed with concern. 
A delegation set out to determine if the eastern tribes had built the altar in violation of 
the Law of Moses. Fortunately, the eastern tribes replied that they had only built it for 
memorial purposes as a reminder of their common faith with their relatives in Canaan. The 
western delegation returned home and shared the good news with their respective tribes. 

Typically when we are young, God calls us to smaller tasks than He does when we are 
older and more mature in our faith. Nonetheless, whether the task is large or small, God 
expects faithful obedience to His commands and pursuit of His purposes for our lives. 
When we are faithful in God’s tasks, we can trust Him and know that He will always keep 
all the promises He has made.

Session 5
Session 5 : Going  H om e
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5

OVERVIEW

SESSION F OC U S
CORE P ASSAGE
Joshua 22:1-8

PRESCHOOL  V ERSE
Joshua 22:5

PRESCHOOL  TEXT TRUT H
God gave His people a place to live.

PRESCHOOL  CONNECT ION ST ORY P ASSAGE
Joshua 21:43-45; 22:1-10

CHRIST  IN CONT EXT 
Just as Joshua led God’s people to the promised land, Jesus will 
lead His people to everlasting life and rest with God.

 SESSION B RIEF
God promised His people He would preserve 
them and lead them to a homeland that 
would never be taken away. God would bless 
the people with everything they needed. He 
would give them rest from their enemies.

God made good on all of His promises. The 
promised land now belonged to God’s people. 
The people had obeyed and trusted God, 
and now they were released to move to their 
apportioned lands and settle their families. It 
was a time of rejoicing. 

Help children learn that God loved His 
people and gave them a place to live. God 
provides for us, too.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Preschool 
Verse you want to use with your 
group.

From the Bible text: 
Love God, keep His 
commands, and serve 
Him with all your heart. 
Joshua 22:5

Preschool Verse Paraphrase: 
Love God, obey Him, and 
serve Him with all your heart. 
Joshua 22:5
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO JOSHUA:

TH E PEOPLE W ENT H OM E
J o s h u a  2 1 : 4 3 - 4 5 ;  2 2 : 1 - 1 0

God was so good to the people. He had told them He would take care of 
them and help them go to the land He chose for them. And that is what 
God did!

The people began to make their homes in the new land. God helped them 
rest and enjoy living in the new land. God had done everything He had 
promised to do for the people.

One day Joshua called some of the families together. He said, “You have 
obeyed all the instructions given by Moses and you have obeyed God. You 
have stayed together with your families. Now each family can go to your 
own homes that God promised to give you. But you must continue to obey 
the commands Moses gave you—love God, obey Him, and serve Him with 
all your heart and soul.”

Then Joshua prayed for the people and sent them to their homes. The 
people had many animals and tools and clothing. Joshua told the people to 
share these things in their families.

It was a wonderful time for the people. They were so glad to be in their new 
homeland. The people built a large altar beside the river to thank God for 
His love and care.

TEXT TRUTH
God gave His people a place 
to live.

PRESCHOOL VERSE 
Joshua 22:5
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SET THE STAGE

SET TH E STAG E F OR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
•  Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
•  Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

•  Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Offer two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

•  Draw with markers.
•  Mold play dough.
•  Play a game.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
•  When children have arrived and done the arrival activities, comment: 

“Today we will hear another story about Joshua. Do you remember 
something about Joshua?” Give preschoolers time to respond, then say: 
“Let’s go to Exploration Stations to learn more about Joshua.”

•  Briefly describe the exploration activities available to the children. Play 
the Enhanced CD as the preschoolers move to activities.

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• paper, washable markers
• fresh play dough (Play 

Dough Recipe, Pack Item 
36)

• Follow the Trail Game (Pack 
Item 29), large buttons or 
foam beads, numbered cube

• Enhanced CD
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God gave His people a place 
to live.

BIBLE STORY
THE PEOPLE WENT 
HOME
Joshua 21:43-45; 22:1-10

PRESCHOOL VERSE
Joshua 22:5

PACK ITEMS
  5  Story Picture: The People 

Went Home
22  Book: Where Did People 

Live?
23 Joshua Name Cards
24 Joshua Name Letters
26 Bible People Figures

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

USE TOOLS

Tools: Bible, toy tools, child-

size tool aprons, clipboards 

with paper, colored pencils, 

measuring tools, Activity Page

•  Put the Bible with the 

tools. Lay the Activity Page 

near the Bible.

•  Invite preschoolers to use 

the tools and pretend to 

build. Children may be 

interested in using the 

paper and clipboards 

to draw plans for their 

buildings. 

•  Talk about the Bible story 

as the children play. 

Comment: “God gave His 

people a land in which 

to live. The people built 

homes for their families.”

•  Open the Bible to  
Joshua 22 and point to the 

Bible story passage.

PLAY WITH A 
DOLLHOUSE

Tools: Bible, Book: Where Did 
People Live? (Pack), dollhouse, 
dollhouse furniture, people 
figures 

•  As children begin to 
play with the figures and 
dollhouse, relate their 
activity to the Bible story. 
For example, say: “God 
provided a land for the 
people to live. They built  
houses for their families.”

•  Ask a few children to tell 
about their houses. Thank 
God for providing for their 
families.

•  Read the book to the 
children. Compare today’s 
houses to those in Bible 
times.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

PAINT WITH FORKS

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: The 

People Went Home (Pack), 

shallow containers, damp paper 

towels, green washable paint, 

plastic forks, white paper, 

painting smocks

•  Pour some paint over a 

paper towel placed in a 

container.  

•  Invite a child to paint. 

Guide him to press the 

back of a fork on the paint-

soaked towel, then press 

it on his paper to make 

prints. 

•  After a while, comment: 

“Your painting makes me 

think of grass. Some of the 

places people lived in Bible 

times had beautiful grass 

and fields.”

•  Point to the Story Picture 

and comment on the 

landscape of the land to 

which the people moved.

•  Tell the Bible story while 

children paint.

TOSS AND MATCH

Tools: Bible, Joshua Name 
Cards (Pack), Joshua Name 
Letters (Pack), 2 beanbags

•  Scatter the letters on the 
floor several inches apart. 

•  Offer a child two beanbags. 
Challenge her to toss a 
beanbag onto a letter, then 
toss the second bag on a 
matching letter. When 
she correctly matches the 
letters, she can place them 
on the Joshua Name Cards. 

•  Give other preschoolers 
turns to toss the beanbags 
for letters to place on the 
cards. 

•  When all the letters are 
on the cards, read Joshua’s 
name.

•  Say: “A book in the Bible 
is named for Joshua. The 
book tells about the things 
Joshua did when he was 
the leader of God’s people.”

ARRANGE MAGNETS

Tools: Bible, Bible People 
Figures (Pack), 2 metal pans, 
large craft sticks, self-adhesive 
magnetic tape, magnetic 
letters, felt-tip marker

•  Print the words Joshua, 
Home, and God on three 
craft sticks. Attach 
magnetic tape to the back 
of several more sticks. Also 
fasten magnetic tape to the 
Joshua figure.

•  Put the letters, figure, and 
craft sticks near the metal 
pan. When a preschooler 
shows interest, suggest 
that he create a picture 
with the sticks. 

•  Another child might use 
letters to spell words.

•  Relate the items to the 
Bible story. Remind 
preschoolers that God gave 
the people a place to live. 
Joshua told the people to 
go to their homes and obey 
God.

•  Pray, asking God to help us 
obey and serve Him.
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS
• Bible
• Activity Page

PACK ITEMS
  5  Story Picture: The People 

Went Home
16 Preschool Verses 2
26 Bible People Figures
28 Book: Obey God

LET’S GATHER.

•  Go to each Exploration Station 
and direct children to finish 
activities and put away materials. 

•  As children finish, call out 
different characteristics of 
children who will join the Circle 
Time. For example, say: “If you 
have blue eyes, come to Circle 
Time. If you have brown hair, 
come to Circle Time.”

•  When everyone is seated, ask: 
“What is the name of the man 
we have been hearing about? His 
name begins with the letter J.” 

•  Tell the children to listen 
closely to hear about something 
important Joshua told the people 
to do.

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

•  Open the Bible to Joshua 22. Hold 
the Bible on your lap as you tell 
the Bible story. 

•  After the story, hold up the 
Joshua figure. Ask: “What 
important thing did Joshua tell 
the people to remember?” (love 
God, obey Him, serve Him)

•  Show preschoolers the Story 
Picture. Tell children to pass the 
picture around the circle and look 
at it closely. 

•  Call on a few children to tell 
something they remember about 
the Bible story.

•  Read the book to the children. 
Remind them that we are to love 
and obey God.

C IRC LE TIM E (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

•  Open the Bible to Joshua 22:5 
where you have placed the 
Preschool Verse strip. Read aloud 
the Preschool Verse. 

•  Prompt kids to repeat the verse 
with you several times. Start with 
a child on one side of the circle 
and tell him to say the first word 
of the verse. 

•  Move to the next child and 
prompt her to say the second 
word. Continue in this way until 
the verse has been said several 
times.

•  Ask teachers to help children find 
the Book of Joshua in their Bibles 
or in classroom Bibles.

•  Say: “Joshua is called a book of 
history. It tells what happened to 
God’s people when they arrived in 
the land God promised to them.”

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

•  Ask children to share their 
prayer concerns. Call on a few 
preschoolers to pray, if they wish.

•  Pray, asking God to help everyone 
obey Him and love Him. Thank 
God for giving people what they 
need.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

•  Form groups of two or three 
preschoolers and a teacher. 

•  Look at the Activity Page together 
and recall the Bible story. 
Complete the activity on the back 
of the page.

•  Repeat the Preschool Verse 
together.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Love and Serve God
J o s h u a  2 4 : 1 4 - 2 8

Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and reviewed Israel’s history for them 
beginning in Joshua 24:1. Their ancestors had lived in a different land and worshiped other 
gods. However, God in His grace had brought Abraham to Canaan and blessed him with 
Isaac. Jacob’s family was in Egypt, but under the leadership of Moses and Aaron, God 
brought the people out of Egypt and rescued them from the Egyptian army. 

Joshua goes on to describe God’s faithfulness to His people in the wilderness. When 
the people crossed the Jordan, God provided victory at every turn. He gave the Israelites a 
land for which they had not labored, and He gave it to them totally by grace. 

Joshua encouraged the people to serve the Lord faithfully, and told them that he and 
his house would serve the Lord. When the people responded that they also would serve 
God, Joshua warned them of the serious nature of their commitment. The people heeded 
Joshua’s words, and Joshua established a covenant with them at Shechem that day.

Joshua died at the age of 110 and was buried. Joshua had served Israel well, and left a 
lasting legacy. The text also records the burial of Joseph’s bones, which the Israelites had 
brought up from Egypt, and the burial of Eleazar, son of Aaron.

Believers today need to hold one another accountable for remaining faithful to God. 
Our faithfulness to God grows through reflection, evaluation, and renewed commitment. 
As we consider what God has done in our lives, may we find the grace we need to confirm 
our commitment to Him for the present and the future.

Session 6
Session 6 : Lov e and Serv e God
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6

OVERVIEW

SESSION F OC U S
CORE P ASSAGE
Joshua 24:14-28

PRESCHOOL  V ERSE
Joshua 24:15

PRESCHOOL  TEXT TRUT H
Obey God and worship Him.

PRESCHOOL  CONNECT ION ST ORY P ASSAGE
Joshua 23:1-3; 24:1,14-28

CHRIST  IN CONT EXT 
Just as Joshua led God’s people to the promised land, Jesus will 
lead His people to everlasting life and rest with God.

 SESSION B RIEF
Joshua had been a father-leader to the 
Israelites throughout their long journey 
to Canaan. As he sensed the end of his 
life and leadership, Joshua spoke a final 
reminder. Acknowledging God’s provisions 
and protection, Joshua reminded the 
people that as long as they obeyed and 
served God, they would be blessed. The 
people promised to obey God. Joshua 
recorded their covenant and set a large 
stone to commemorate their commitment.

Bible conversation and activities for 
this session can help children learn that we 
should love, obey, and worship God.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Preschool 
Verse you want to use with your 
group.

From the Bible text: 
As for me and my family, 
we will worship the Lord. 
Joshua 24:15

Preschool Verse Paraphrase: 
As for me and my family, 
we will worship the Lord. 
Joshua 24:15
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO JOSHUA:

J OSH U A’ S REM IND ER
J o s h u a  2 3 : 1 - 3 ;  2 4 : 1 , 1 4 - 2 8

The Hebrew people had lived in the new land for many years. They had 
rested and enjoyed everything God gave them. Now Joshua, their leader, 
was very old.

One day Joshua called all the people together. He said, “I am old now. You 
know God has kept all His promises to you. God took care of you and kept 
you safe. God helped you get to the land for your new home.”

Joshua then told the people to remember everything God had done—He 
took care of the people in their families long ago. He sent Moses and Aaron 
to be their leaders. God helped the people leave Egypt and travel to Canaan. 
God made sure the people were safe and had food to eat.

Finally, Joshua said: “Obey God and worship Him with all your heart. 
Choose Him and no other gods. As for me and my family, we will worship 
God.”

The people said, “We know God has done wonderful things for us. He has 
protected us. We will worship God.”

Joshua again reminded the people to worship only God and no other gods. 
And the people agreed to worship and love only God. “We will worship God 
and obey Him,” the people promised.

So Joshua wrote down what the people said. He took a large stone and set 
it under a tree as a reminder for the people to always love and serve God.

TEXT TRUTH
Obey God and worship Him.

PRESCHOOL VERSE 
Joshua 24:15
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SET THE STAGE

SET TH E STAG E F OR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
•  Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
•  Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

•  Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Offer two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

•  Trace Bible words (Love, God, Bible).
•  Set the table for a pretend meal.
•  Decorate a Bible marker.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
•  When children have arrived and completed their arrival activities, 

comment: “You have been busy. We have many things to do as we 
learn more about Joshua. Joshua had an important reminder for the 
Hebrew people. Let’s go to Exploration Stations to learn more about the 
reminder.”

•  Briefly describe the exploration activities available to the children.

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• Words to Trace (Enhanced 

CD), colored pencils or 
crayons

• toy dishes, place mats, 
napkins

• paper strips, washable 
markers, stickers
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
Obey God and worship Him.

BIBLE STORY
JOSHUA’S REMINDER
Joshua 23:1-3; 24:1,14-28

PRESCHOOL VERSE
Joshua 24:15

PACK ITEMS
1–5  Story Pictures (those 

related to Joshua stories)
  6  Story Picture: Joshua’s 

Reminder
23 Joshua Name Cards
24 Joshua Name Letters 
30  Ways to Obey Picture 

Match 

LEADER TIP!
Packages of 12-inch long 
dowel rods can be found in a 
hobby/craft or discount store. 

Pony beads will fit onto sticks 
with ¼-inch diameter.

Before the session, use the hot 
glue gun to put a drop of glue 
about 4 or 5 inches from one 
end of a dowel. This will keep 
the beads in place at one end 
as a preschooler adds beads.

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

MAKE BEADED 
RHYTHM STICKS

Tools: Bible, dowel rods, plastic 

pony beads, hot glue gun and 

glue (for teacher’s use), Activity 

Page, Enhanced CD

•  Help a child make a beaded 

rhythm stick. Direct the 

child to slide beads onto a 

dowel rod, leaving ½-inch 

space at the end. 

•  When the child’s stick has 

several beads, put a drop of 

hot glue at the end to keep 

the beads from coming off.

•  While the child makes his 

stick, pick up the Activity 

Page and point to Joshua. 

•  Turn to Joshua 24. Tell the 

Bible story. Then remark: 

“Joshua’s family chose to 

love and serve God.”

•  Play the CD and invite the 

child to shake his rhythm 

stick or tap it lightly on the 

table.
stick or tap it lightly on the 

PLAY GAMES 

Tools: Bible, Joshua Name 
Cards (Pack), Joshua Name 
Letters (Pack), Ways to Obey 
Picture Match (Pack)

•  Invite boys and girls to 
play the games. Comment 
that all of the games relate 
to today’s Bible story or 
emphasis (Text Truth). 

•  As children work alone or 
with a friend, comment on 
their activity. Talk about 
what children have learned 
about Joshua. 

•  Remark: “Joshua told the 
people to obey God and 
worship Him. The people 
promised to do that.”

•  Turn to Joshua 24:15 and 
say the Preschool Verse.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

BUILD PLACES TO 
WORSHIP

Tools: Bible, kids’ Bible 

dictionary, wooden blocks, 

fabric pieces, wood moldings 

and pieces, sticky notes, picture 

of your church building (opt.)

•  Use sticky notes to mark 

pages in the dictionary 

showing pictures of the 

Tabernacle, Temple, and 

synagogue. 

•  Show some of the pictures 

to a child. Say: “This is a 

place where people in Bible-

times went to worship 

God.” 

•  Suggest that the child use 

the materials to build a 

worship place. 

•  Hold the picture of your 

church. Help the child 

compare it to the Bible-

times buildings.

•  Open the Bible to  

Joshua 24:15 and read the 

Preschool Verse.

DRESS UP & DRIVE

Tools: Bibles, 4 chairs, paper 
plate cut to resemble a steering 
wheel, keys, child-size dress-up 
clothes, purses, wallets, offering 
envelopes, play money, stand-
up mirror

•  Arrange chairs to look 
like a car. Lay the steering 
wheel and keys on a chair. 

•  Invite children to put 
on dress-up clothes and  
pretend to drive to church. 
Help children decide who 
will “drive.” 

•  Pretend to ride in the car 
with the children. Ask 
them who drove them to 
church today. 

•  Say: “Families come to 
church to worship God. We 
read the Bible, give money 
(offerings), and pray. We 
worship God when we do 
these things.” 

•  Continue: “Joshua told the 
people to obey God.”

TOSS & TELL

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
Joshua’s Reminder (Pack), 
previous Story Pictures about 
Joshua (Pack), beanbag, Giant 
Game Floor Mat (LifeWay, 
005408950) (opt.)

•  Place the Story Pictures 
facedown in the pockets of 
the floor mat. Spread the 
mat on the floor. (Or lay 
the pictures on the floor.)

•  Give the beanbag to a child 
to toss onto the mat.  

•  Help the preschooler 
remove from the mat 
the picture on which the 
beanbag landed. Help the 
child review the Bible story 
pictured. 

•  If the beanbag lands on 
today’s picture, tell the 
Bible story. 

•  Replace the picture in the 
mat and invite another 
child to toss the beanbag.

•  Say: “All the stories about 
Joshua are in the Book of 
Joshua.”
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS
• Bible
• Enhanced CD
• rhythm sticks
• Activity Page

PACK ITEMS
  6  Story Picture: Joshua’s 

Reminder
16 Preschool Verses 2

LET’S GATHER.

•  Go to each Exploration Station 
and direct children to finish 
activities and put away materials.

•  Say: “Listen for a clapping rhythm. 
When you hear the rhythm, clap 
it as you walk to the Circle Time 
area.” 

•  Clap a pattern such as long, long, 
short, long. Continue clapping 
other patterns until all children 
have arrived in the group.

•  When everyone is seated, say: 
“Today is our last story about 
Joshua. What are some things you 
remember about Joshua?” 

•  Help preschoolers recall that 
Joshua was the leader after 
Moses; Joshua led the people into 
the land God promised them; 
Joshua told the people to obey 
God and worship Him.

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

•  Open the Bible to Joshua 24 and 
tell the Bible story. (Use your own 
words rather than read the story.)

•  After the story, show preschoolers 
the Story Picture. 

•  Hold up three fingers. Ask kids to 
remember three things about the 
story. Give hints as needed.

•  Put down one finger for every fact 
preschoolers remember.

•  Play the Enhanced CD and listen 
for a song about God. Invite 
preschoolers to get their beaded 
rhythm sticks and tap them in 
time to the music.

C IRC LE TIM E (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

•  Open the Bible to Joshua 24:15 
where you have placed the 
Preschool Verse strip. Read aloud 
the verse. 

•  Lead the children to say the verse 
with you. Suggest that children 
tap their rhythm sticks on each 
word. 

•  Hold up six fingers. Comment: 
“Joshua is the sixth book of the 
Bible.”

•  Count and name the first six Bible 
books (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua).

•  Remark: “The Book of Joshua 
tells what happened after Joshua 
began to lead the people.”

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

•  Ask children to share their prayer 
concerns. Allow time for any 
children to pray, if they wish.

•  Pray, thanking God for the Bible 
and stories that help us learn. Ask 
God to help us always obey and 
worship Him.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

•  Form groups of two or three 
preschoolers and a teacher. In 
each group, look at the Activity 
Page together and complete the 
activity. 

•  Ask questions to help preschoolers 
recall today’s Bible story.

•  Repeat the Preschool Verse 
together.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Loved By Jesus
Pr o v e r b s 2 4 : 1 0 - 1 2 ; M a r k 1 0 : 4 6 - 4 9

Today’s session challenges us to be advocates on behalf of others who face great challenges. 
Believers must promote social justice, knowing that all people reflect God’s image and that 
God values every person regardless of any limitation. As you study this session, prayerfully 
consider how you and your church might take action in one of these vital areas. 

Mark 10 records that Jesus traveled to Judea, where crowds came to hear Him. The 
Pharisees tried to trap Jesus with a question about divorce, but Jesus affirmed God’s design 
for lifelong marriage. Jesus also affirmed the value of children by taking them in His arms 
and blessing them. Jesus challenged a rich young ruler to give all he had to the poor and to 
come follow Jesus—a price the young man was unwilling to pay. Jesus warned it would be 
hard for rich people to inherit the kingdom of God. Jesus assured His disciples that God 
would bless their faithfulness, and He again predicted His death. 

Jesus and His disciples arrived at Jericho, a city approximately 17 miles northeast of 
Jerusalem. Jericho was a town in the Jordan Valley near the place where travelers began 
their ascent to Jerusalem. As Jesus and His disciples journeyed through Jericho, Jesus 
met Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, who implored Jesus to have mercy on him. Perhaps many 
onlookers thought Bartimaeus had sinned, and that is why he was forced to sit by the road 
to beg for food or money from people who passed by. The crowd rebuked Bartimaeus, but 
Jesus called to the blind man and gave him sight.

Who do you know who needs a friend or an advocate? Does your circle of influence 
include people society has forgotten? How can you make a difference? While as believers, 
our highest priority should be to know Christ deeply and to make Him known (Phil. 3:10; 
Matt. 28:18-20), God’s standards call us to do what we can to make our world a better place 
as well.

Session 7
Session 7 : Lov ed By  J esus
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7

OVERVIEW

SESSION F OC U S
CORE P ASSAGE
Proverbs 24:10-12; Mark 10:46-49

PRESCHOOL  V ERSE
Psalm 139:13

PRESCHOOL  TEXT TRUT H
Jesus cares about every person.

PRESCHOOL  CONNECT ION ST ORY P ASSAGE
Mark 10:46-52

CHRIST  IN CONT EXT 
The Book of Mark emphasizes the actions and deeds of Jesus, the 
Son of God. 

 SESSION B RIEF
Rush, rush, rush. Always in a hurry. Our 
society is driven to go, go, go. But Jesus 
always had time for people. Jesus stopped, 
turned, listened, waited, watched—all 
actions signifying His interest in people 
and His compassion toward them. There 
was no “catch you later,” or “I’ll get back 
with you after . . .” Jesus made time.

Though shunned by society, Bartimaeus 
was a person of worth to Jesus, and worth 
the Master’s time. Jesus stopped to talk 
with Bartimaeus and reward his faith. 

Help children learn that Jesus cares 
about every person.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Preschool 
Verse you want to use with your 
group.

From the Bible text: 
For it was You [God] who 
created me. Psalm 139:13

Preschool Verse Paraphrase: 
God created me. 
Psalm 139:13
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO MARK:

J ESU S AND  B ARTIM AEU S
M a r k  1 0 : 4 6 - 5 2

Jesus traveled through villages and towns to talk to people and help them. 
One day Jesus and His disciples went to the town of Jericho.

After a while Jesus left Jericho with His disciples. As He left the town, He 
saw a large crowd.

A man named Bartimaeus was in the crowd. He sat beside the road. 
Bartimaeus was blind and could not see. He could not do any work to earn 
money, so he asked people to give him money. 

Bartimaeus heard the crowd talking near him. He heard people shouting 
that Jesus was coming down the road.

Bartimaeus began to shout Jesus’ name. “Jesus, Jesus! Please help me!” 
Bartimaeus shouted over the crowd.

People around Bartimaeus told him to keep quiet and stop shouting.

But Bartimaeus kept calling to Jesus to help him.

Jesus stopped. He told someone to call Bartimaeus. Someone told 
Bartimaeus to stand up because Jesus wanted to talk to him.

Jesus asked Bartimaeus, “What is it you want Me to do for you?”

Bartimaeus answered, “Teacher, I want to see with my eyes.”

Jesus loved Bartimaeus and cared about him. Jesus helped Bartimaeus see 
because Bartimaeus believed in Jesus.

TEXT TRUTH
Jesus cares about every 
person.

PRESCHOOL VERSE 
Psalm 139:13

LEADER TIP! 
Lead preschoolers to learn that 
Jesus cares about every person 
God created.
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SET THE STAGE

SET TH E STAG E F OR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
•  Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
•  Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

•  Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Offer two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

•  Feel and guess objects without looking.
•  Write and draw on whiteboards.
•  Trace the letters in the words Love and Care.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
•  After children have participated in the arrival activities, get their 

attention by blinking the lights. 
•  Look at the children and describe one. Say: “I see a friend wearing a red 

bow in her hair. I see a friend with a bandage on his arm.” Continue 
describing other children you see at church.

•  Then say: “Today we will learn about someone who could not see but 
who could hear. He heard that someone special was coming through 
his town.”

•  Continue: “Let’s discover more about this man and who he wanted to 
see.”

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• bag containing several small 

toys from the room
• whiteboards and markers
• Words to Trace (Enhanced 

CD), crayons or colored 
pencils
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
Jesus cares about every 
person.

BIBLE STORY
JESUS AND 
BARTIMAEUS
Mark 10:46-52

PRESCHOOL VERSE
Psalm 139:13

PACK ITEMS
  7  Story Picture: Jesus and 

Bartimaeus
32 Bible Names
33 Verse Puzzles A
35 People Puzzles

LEADER TIP!
Guide children to remove 
puzzle pieces one at a time 
rather than dump the pieces 
out all at once. This will aid 
children in knowing where to 
put the pieces back in the 
frames.

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

SPELL BIBLE NAMES

Tools: Bible, Bible Names 

(Pack), plastic or wooden letter 

tiles, bowl or tray

•  Display the names Jesus 

and Bartimaeus. Put the 

letter tiles for the names in 

a bowl or tray.

•  Show the name cards to a 

child and read the names. 

Comment: “Bartimaeus  

wanted to see Jesus. He 

wanted Jesus to help him.”

•  Invite the child to get 

letters from the bowl and 

match them to the name 

cards. (Help as needed for 

young preschoolers.)

•  While the child spells the 

Bible names, open the Bible 

to Mark 10. 

•  Say: “The story about Jesus 

and Bartimaeus is in the 

Book of Mark.” Help the 

child find Jesus’ name on a 

page in the Bible.
child find Jesus’ name on a 

WORK PUZZLES

Tools: Bible; People Puzzles 
(Pack); Verse Puzzles A (Pack); 
puzzles Jesus, a Special 
Friend (LifeWay, 005160679) 
and Jesus and the Children 
(LifeWay, 001050963), 4 large 
pieces of colored paper 

•  Put the puzzles on the 
papers to keep them 
separated. 

•  Give a preschooler a choice 
of puzzles. When he 
finishes one puzzle, he can 
rotate to a different puzzle. 

•  Thank preschoolers for 
being kind and taking 
turns.

•  Open the Bible to Mark 
10 and tell the Bible story. 
Say: “Jesus was kind to 
Bartimaeus. Jesus cares 
about every person.”
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

BUILD WITH TEXTURED 
BLOCKS

Tools: Bibles, bristle blocks or 

other textured blocks, Activity 

Page, Enhanced CD

•  Open the Bible to Mark 10 

and lay the Activity Page 

on it. 

•  Invite boys and girls to 

examine the blocks. Ask 

children to describe how 

the blocks feel to their 

hands. 

•  Comment that Jesus 

helped a man who was 

blind. The blind man may 

have used his hands to feel 

things he could not see. 

•  Point to Jesus’ name in the 

Bible. Then tell the Bible 

story.

•  Pray briefly, thanking God 

for Jesus’ love and care.

•  While preschoolers build, 

listen to the CD and sing 

along. 

BUILD WITH TEXTURED 

FINGER PAINT

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
Jesus and Bartimaeus (Pack), 
plastic trays, 2 colors of finger 
paint, paper, painting smocks 

•  Invite a preschooler to 
finger paint. Give her a tray 
and put some paint on the 
tray. 

•  While the child makes 
designs on her paper, talk 
about how the paint feels. 
Comment on the texture. 

•  Ask the preschooler to 
name the paint colors. 

•  Relate the sensory 
experience of painting to 
Bartimaeus. Suggest that 
Bartimaeus could not see 
colors or people, but he 
could feel and touch to 
identify things. 

•  Show the preschooler 
today’s Story Picture and 
tell the Bible story. Help 
the child paint Jesus’ name 
on the paper.

LOOK THROUGH 
GLASSES

Tools: 2 Bibles; child’s 
sunglasses, eye glasses (no 
lenses), magnifying glasses, toy 
binoculars; yellow crayon

•  Open the Bibles to  
Mark 10. Highlight 
the names Jesus and 
Bartimaeus with a yellow 
crayon.  

•  Encourage children to 
look at the Bible, using the 
sunglasses, eye glasses, 
magnifying glasses, and 
binoculars. 

•  Help children find the 
highlighted words. Say: 
“The story about Jesus and 
Bartimaeus is in the Book 
of Mark. Mark knew about 
Jesus and wrote about the 
things Jesus did.”  

•  Explain that Jesus loved 
Bartimaeus and helped 
him see. Say: “Jesus loves 
and cares for everyone.”

•  Help children find Psalm 
139:13 in a Bible. Say the 
Preschool Verse together.
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS
• Bible
• Activity Page

PACK ITEMS
  7  Story Picture: Jesus and 

Bartimaeus
16 Preschool Verses 2
32 Bible Names
33 Verse Puzzles A
37 Story Review Cube

LET’S GATHER.

•  Walk around the room and tell 
preschoolers it is time to finish 
explorations and move to Circle 
Time. 

•  Tell each child to find a partner. 
One preschooler should close his 
eyes and let the other child lead 
him to Circle Time. 

•  If time allows, tell partners to 
change roles and move again.

•  When everyone is seated, show 
children the Jesus name card. Ask 
preschoolers to say the name. 

•  Show the Bartimaeus name card 
to the children and say that name. 
Remark: “Today’s Bible story is 
about these two men.”

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

•  Open the Bible to Mark 10. 

•  Say: “I have some special 
instructions. Listen carefully to 
the Bible story. When you hear 
the name Bartimaeus, place your 
hands over your eyes.”

•  Tell the Bible story in your own 
words.

•  After the story, pass the Story 
Picture around the circle for each 
child to examine. 

•  Place the picture on the floor 
in front of the children. Invite 
preschoolers one at a time to 
toss the Story Review Cube and 
respond to a question about the 
Bible story.

C IRC LE TIM E (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

•  Open the Bible to Psalm 139:13 
where you have placed the 
corresponding Preschool Verse 
strip. Read aloud the verse.

•  Distribute the Verse Puzzle cards  
to four children or four groups of 
children. Guide children to put 
words of the Preschool Verse in 
order. Say the verse together.

•  Remark: “Today’s story is from the 
Book of Mark. Mark is one of The 
Gospels.”

•  Repeat the chant: “Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John. The 
Gospels tell of Jesus’ life.”

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

•  Ask children for their prayer 
requests. Call on volunteers to 
pray.

•  As you pray aloud, mention the 
children’s requests. Thank God 
for sending Jesus and for His 
love. Thank God for making each 
person special.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

•  Form groups of two or three 
preschoolers and a teacher. Look 
at the Activity Page together and 
complete the activity. 

•  Look at the picture on the front of 
the page and recall the Bible story.

•  Repeat the Preschool Verse 
together.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Obey God
J u d g es 2 : 1 1 - 1 9

Following Joshua’s death, the Israelites began a downward spiraling pattern of abandoning 
worship of Yahweh to participation in idol worship. The absence of strong spiritual 
leadership resulted in the decline of Israel’s commitment to Yahweh’s covenant. Joshua 
and the elders who outlived him had seen the Lord’s great work wrought on Israel’s behalf 
(Judges 2:7-10a). The succeeding generation, however, had not seen or experienced the work 
Yahweh had done on Israel’s behalf, nor did they know the Lord (2:10b).

This week’s session passage is part of the Prologue section of Judges. In this Prologue, 
the writer emphasized the positive impact of Joshua’s faithful leadership upon the people 
of Israel as they settled into the promised land. The writer emphasized how the Lord left 
certain nations within the newly acquired land to test the Israelites (Judg. 3:1-4). The 
Prologue is important because it sets the stage for understanding the cycle of rebellion into 
which Israel was drawn. Israel failed to fully take possession of the land or drive out its 
inhabitants. Thus, over time, the Israelites intermingled with the indigenous population, 
resulting in the assimilation of their lifestyles and idolatrous religions. 

Because of Israel’s apostasy, God removed His protection from the people, allowing 
them to suffer at the hands of others. God frustrated the Israelites’ efforts to fight for 
themselves. Throughout their history, the people were reminded the Lord disciplines the 
one He loves in the same way a father disciplines the son in whom He delights (Prov. 3:12). 
God alone is worthy of worship. Believers who turn their back on God should prepare for 
His discipline. God provides relief from His discipline through repentance and a return to 
Him.

Session 8
Session 8 : O bey  God
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8

OVERVIEW

SESSION F OC U S
CORE P ASSAGE
Judges 2:11-19

PRESCHOOL  V ERSE
Judges 2:18

PRESCHOOL  TEXT TRUT H
God expects people to obey and worship Him.

PRESCHOOL  CONNECT ION ST ORY P ASSAGE
Judges 2:6-19; Joshua 24:24

CHRIST  IN CONT EXT 
The judges were temporary deliverers rescuing the Israelites from 
their enemies. Jesus became our deliverer through His death and 
resurrection.

 SESSION B RIEF
Even after years and generations of devotion 
and obedience to God, the Israelites fell 
into sin. Their priorities shifted, their focus 
swayed, and their worship of God derailed. 
God was not pleased. He had warned the 
people He was jealous and would not share 
His authority with anyone or anything. It was 
a sad time for the once thriving Israelites.

Help children know that God fulfilled 
His promises to love and help the people. 
The people, on the other hand, failed to 
keep their promise to God to love and obey 
Him. Guide preschoolers to learn that God 
said to always obey Him.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Preschool 
Verse you want to use with your 
group.

From the Bible text: 
The Lord saved the people 
from the power of their 
enemies. Judges 2:18

Preschool Verse Paraphrase: 
God saved the people. 
Judges 2:18
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO JUDGES:

PEOPLE B ROK E TH EIR PROM ISE
J u d g es 2 : 6 - 1 9 ; J o s h u a 2 4 : 2 4

Long ago the people promised Joshua they would love God and worship 
Him. They said, “We will love God and obey Him.”

Joshua warned the people to obey God and remember how God loved and 
protected them. Joshua told the families to choose God and serve Him. If 
the people loved and worshiped God, He would always take care of them.

And that is what the people did for many years. They kept God’s laws and 
loved God with all their hearts.

After Joshua became very, very old, he died, and the people buried him in 
his homeland.

Then things began to change. The families did not tell their children about 
the years the people traveled through the wilderness and across the river 
to their new home. The children did not learn about God or the wonderful 
things He did for the people.

So the families and the children who lived after Joshua died did evil things. 
They forgot about God. They chose to worship false gods.

God was not happy with the people. 

The people continued to do wrong things and disobey God. Sometimes God 
sent judges (leaders) to remind the people what God said and to help the 
people. The judges said God would save the people again.

But soon the people forgot about God and chose to disobey Him.

TEXT TRUTH
God expects people to obey 
and worship Him.

PRESCHOOL VERSE 
Judges 2:18

LEADER TIP! 
Preschoolers may have 
some understanding of the 
significance of promises. Help 
children know that God fulfilled 
(kept) His promises to love and 
help the people. 
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SET THE STAGE

SET TH E STAG E F OR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
•  Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
•  Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

•  Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Offer two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

•  Read books about God.
•  Find words in the Bible.
•  Match pictures showing ways to obey God.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
•  As children arrive, let them choose an arrival activity. If time allows, 

encourage preschoolers to do two activities.
•  After preschoolers have enjoyed one or more activities, get their 

attention. Say: “Some of you played a game about obeying God. Today’s 
explorations will help us learn more about obeying God. And you will 
hear what Joshua told the people to remember.” 

•  Briefly describe each Exploration Station and encourage children to 
choose what they would like to do first.

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• Book: Obey God (Pack Item 

28), other books about God
• Bible, cards printed with the 

words God, Judges, Joshua
• Ways to Obey Picture Match 

(Pack Item 30)
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God expects people to obey 
and worship Him.

BIBLE STORY
PEOPLE BROKE THEIR 
PROMISE
Judges 2:6-19; Joshua 24:24

PRESCHOOL VERSE
Judges 2:18

PACK ITEMS
  8  Story Picture: People Broke 

Their Promise
16 Preschool Verses 2
28 Book: Obey God
30  Ways to Obey Picture 

Match

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

Judges 2:6-19; Joshua 24:24

DECORATE THE 
LETTER O

Tools: Bible; Preschool Verses 

2 (Pack); Letter O (Enhanced 

CD) or plain paper; art supplies 

such as dot painters, stickers, 

crayons, washable markers, 

watercolor paints

•  Mark the Preschool Verse 

in the Bible with the 

appropriate verse marker. 

•  Give a child a page printed 

with a large letter O. 

•  Ask: “What words do you 

know that begin with the 

letter O?” Help the child 

think of a few words as he 

uses the art materials.

•  Say: “The letter O begins 

an important word—Obey. 

The Bible tells us that we 

are to obey God and do the 

things He has written in 

the Bible for us to do.”

•  Help the child find the 

word Obey in Joshua 24:24. in Joshua 24:24.

GO BOWLING

Tools: Bible, Ways to Obey 
Picture Match (Pack), 6 plastic 
bottles, tape, large ball

•  Tape one of each picture 
pair to a plastic bottle. 
Arrange the bottles in a 
V-formation.

•  Invite a preschooler to 
bowl. When he knocks 
over a bottle, tell him to 
retrieve it. 

•  Look at the picture 
together. Ask the 
preschooler to describe the 
action in the picture. 

•  Say: “This is one way we 
can show our love to God 
and obey Him.”

•  As the child knocks over 
remaining bottles, talk 
about the pictures.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

PRETEND TO TEACH

Tools: several small Bibles, 

quilt, 2 baby dolls, 2 books 

featuring babies, baby toys, 

Activity Page

•  Spread the quilt on the 

floor and lay the items 

on it to attract children’s 

attention.

•  Pick up a doll and pretend 

to show the doll the Bible. 

A preschooler may imitate 

your actions.

•  Comment that babies and 

children can learn from the 

Bible while they play. Say: 

“You learn from the Bible 

when you come to church 

and play with friends.”

•  Ask a child to hold the 

Activity Page. Say: “Joshua 

wanted the people to 

always teach their children 

to obey God.”

•  Help children find today’s 

Preschool Verse in one or 

more Bibles. Say the verse 

together.

PLAY WITH FAMILY 
FIGURES

Tools: Bible, wooden or plastic 
family figures, wooden or 
cardboard blocks, Book: Obey 
God (Pack)

•  Open the Bible to Judges 2 
and lay it with the blocks.

•  Invite preschoolers to build 
with the blocks and use the 
family figures in their play. 
Children may decide to 
build houses for the people.

•  As children play, talk about 
things they like to do with 
their families. Thank God 
for the children’s families.

•  Picture-read the book to 
children. Say: “God expects 
people to obey Him and 
worship Him. That is what 
Joshua wanted the people 
to remember.”

•  Tell the Bible story. 
Remark: “The people broke 
their promise to obey God. 
And God was not pleased.”

ARRANGE CUPS

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
People Broke Their Promise 
(Pack), large plastic cups, 
permanent marker, paper with 
Preschool Verse written on it

•  On each cup, write one 
word of the Preschool 
Verse. Open the Bible to 
Judges 2:18.

•  Lay the paper on a table or 
the floor. Read the words to 
a child. Say: “These words 
are in the Bible. Let’s say 
them together.” 

•  Lead the child to say the 
verse with you. Then say: 
“Look at the words on the 
cups. Can you put them 
in the same order as the 
words on the paper?”

•  When the child correctly 
sequences the cups, repeat 
the Preschool Verse.

•  Show the child the Story 
Picture and summarize the 
Bible story. Comment that 
Joshua told the people God 
had saved them and helped 
them.
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS
• Bible
• Enhanced CD
• Activity Page

PACK ITEMS
  8  Story Picture: People Broke 

Their Promise
16 Preschool Verses 2
33 Verse Puzzles A

LET’S GATHER.

•  Begin singing this song (tune 
“Row, Row, Row Your Boat”): 
I can help at church,  
I can help at church. 
I can help clean up the blocks.  
I can help at church.

•  Sing about other helping actions 
as children put away materials 
and move to the Circle Time area.

•  Play a song from the Enhanced 
CD. Tell preschoolers to jump in 
place as the music plays.

•  After the song, direct preschoolers 
to be seated. 

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

•  Ask the children to tell what the 
word Obey means. 

•  Listen to a few responses, then 
say: “The people who went to the 
new land promised they would 
obey God. Listen to the Bible story 
to see if that is what the people 
did.”  

•  Open the Bible to Judges 2. Hold 
the Bible on your lap as you tell 
the Bible story in your own words.

•  Hold up the Story Picture. Ask 
these questions to review the 
story:  
What did Joshua tell the people 
before he died? (obey God and 
worship Him)  
What did the people stop doing? 
(They stopped teaching their 
children about God.)  
How did God feel about the people 
breaking their promise to obey Him? 
(He was very unhappy and not 
pleased with the people.)

C IRC LE TIM E (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

•  Open the Bible to the marked 
Preschool Verse, Judges 2:18. 
Read aloud the verse to the 
children. Repeat the verse 
together several times.

•  Distribute the Verse Puzzle 
cards for today’s verse. Give one 
card to each child or to a group 
of children, depending on the 
number of children in the group. 

•  Say the Preschool Verse one more 
time. Help children put the verse 
words in correct order.

•  Assist boys and girls in finding 
the Book of Judges in their Bibles 
or classroom Bibles. 

•  Comment: “The Book of Judges 
is right after the Book of Joshua. 
Judges tells what happened to the 
people after Joshua died.”

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

•  Encourage children to share 
their prayer concerns. Invite any 
preschoolers to pray, if they wish.

•  Pray for the concerns shared by 
the children. Ask God to help us 
always obey Him.

•  Thank God for the Bible and the 
things we can learn from the 
Bible.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

•  Form groups of two or three 
preschoolers and a teacher. 

•  Help preschoolers in the group do 
the activity on the Activity Page. 
Use the picture to recall the Bible 
story.

•  Repeat the Preschool Verse 
together.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Chosen to Lead
J u d g es 4 : 4 - 1 0 , 1 2 - 1 6

In this week’s session we are studying Israel’s predicament as the fledgling nation faced 
the superior forces of King Jabin of Hazor and his general Sisera. Judges 4 identifies that 
the strength of Jabin’s army centered on his 900 iron chariots. Jabin’s subjection of the 
Israelites was described as a harsh oppression lasting 20 years. What would become of 
Israel against such insurmountable odds? How would God’s people throw off the shackles 
of their oppressors and live in freedom to serve Him? This session is summarized in the 
statement, God restores His people to freedom using faithful and willing servants. 

Deborah lived and judged in the territory of Ephraim, located northwest of the Dead 
Sea. Deborah is identified as a woman, a prophetess, a wife, and a judge, indeed Israel’s only 
female judge. Identifying Deborah as a woman might be nothing more than a reminder 
that most judges were men. The name Deborah, literally means “one judging.” The Hebrew 
participle derives from the verb shaphat, meaning “to decide” or “to get justice.” Deborah’s 
role was to discern the will of the Lord by praying and studying the Law of Moses. 

When Israel sinned, God’s wrath was kindled against the people, resulting in the Lord 
handing them over to an oppressing nation. The oppressor vexing Israel in Deborah’s day 
was a significant Canaanite army centered in Hazor, a major fortified city, under the reign 
of King Jabin. Sisera, Jabin’s general, had a sizable army under his command. 

Deborah reminded Barak of God’s promise to hand Sisera over to Barak. Then Deborah 
directed Barak to move on, literally “arise” or “stand.” Deborah based her directive on God’s 
promise. She boldly claimed this is the day that the Lord has handed Sisera over to you, or 
“has set Sisera in your hand.” God faithfully fulfilled His promise!

Like Deborah and Barak, we can trust God when He gives us a command to obey, and 
we can faithfully do the work God has chosen for us to do.

Session 9
Session 9 : C hosen to Lead
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9

OVERVIEW

SESSION F OC U S
CORE P ASSAGE
Judges 4:4-10,12-16

PRESCHOOL  V ERSE
Judges 5:3

PRESCHOOL  TEXT TRUT H
God chose people to do His work.

PRESCHOOL  CONNECT ION ST ORY P ASSAGE
Judges 4–5

CHRIST  IN CONT EXT 
The judges were temporary deliverers rescuing the Israelites from 
their enemies. Jesus became our deliverer through His death and 
resurrection.

 SESSION B RIEF
In the moral decline that followed Joshua’s 
death, God raised up judges to guide and 
rule the people. Deborah was one of those 
judges God allowed to intervene on behalf 
of the sinful nation. 

Deborah faithfully followed God’s 
commands and directions. Recognizing 
God’s power to lead and save the people, 
Deborah sang praises to God.

Help children learn about people whom 
God chose to do His work. Thank God for 
the people who work for God, and help 
children learn about God’s plan for them.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Preschool 
Verse you want to use with your 
group.

From the Bible text: 
I will sing praise to the Lord. 
Judges 5:3

Preschool Verse Paraphrase: 
I will sing praise to God. 
Judges 5:3
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO JUDGES:

D EB ORAH ’ S SONG
J u d g es 4 – 5

The Israelite people had disobeyed God. They had not served Him with their 
whole hearts. 

God chose a woman named Deborah to warn the people to stop their 
wrongdoing and love only God. Deborah followed God and did what He 
said to do.

One day, Deborah told a man to take soldiers to a mountain because God 
had told him to do that. The man said he would do this if Deborah went 
with him.

Deborah went with the man and the soldiers to the mountain. God helped 
the soldiers.

Deborah knew God helped her and the soldiers be successful. She sang a 
song to praise God. Deborah sang: “Listen! I will sing to the Lord;  
I will sing praise to the Lord God. Let the people tell about the goodness of 
God.”

Deborah sang about the times God chose people to do His work. She sang 
about how God made everything work out. Deborah sang about the men 
and women who loved God and served Him.

“May those who love God be strong,” Deborah sang.

TEXT TRUTH
God chose people to do His 
work.

PRESCHOOL VERSE 
Judges 5:3

LEADER TIP!
Tell preschoolers that the 
Bible-times judges were people 
God chose to tell His messages 
to people. The judges helped 
the people know what God 
wanted them to do.
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SET THE STAGE

SET TH E STAG E F OR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
•  Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
•  Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

•  Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Offer two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

•  Decorate Bible marker strips with stamps or stickers.
•  Work people puzzles.
•  Create with play dough.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
•  After children have had an opportunity to participate in one or more 

arrival activities, play a tambourine to get the children’s attention.
•  Say: “I like to hear sounds of music at church. Songs can help us think 

about God and His goodness. Today we’re going to hear about a woman 
who loved God and sang a song about Him.”

•  Briefly describe the Exploration Station activities.

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• construction paper strips 

(Preschool Verse written on 
one side), stickers, stamps 
and stamp pad

• People Puzzles (Pack Item 
35), puzzle Going to Church 
(LifeWay, 005159906)

• fresh play dough, craft 
sticks, toy rolling pin, other 
play dough tools

• toy tambourine
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God chose people to do His 
work.

BIBLE STORY
DEBORAH’S SONG
Judges 4–5

PRESCHOOL VERSE
Judges 5:3

PACK ITEMS
  9  Story Picture: Deborah’s 

Song
17 Preschool Verses 3
28 Book: Obey God

LEADER TIP!
Before the session, tape two 
plastic plates together, leaving 
a small opening. Make one of 
these for each child.

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

MAKE A TAMBOURINE

Tools: Bible, small plastic plates 

(2 per child), clear packing 

tape, uncooked beans or rice, 

stickers, colored electrical tape, 

Enhanced CD

•  Give each child a set of 

plates and direct her to 

put some beans or rice in 

the opening of the taped 

plates. Seal the opening 

with the packing tape.

•  Tell the preschooler she 

may use the stickers and 

colored tape to decorate her 

tambourine.

•  Play the Enhanced CD and 

encourage the preschooler 

to shake her tambourine. 

Listen for songs about God.

•  Remark: “Deborah sang a 

song about God. We can 

find her song in the Bible.”

•  Turn to Judges 5 and show 

the preschooler the words 

of Deborah’s song.

READ BOOKS

Tools: Bible, Preschool Verses 
2 (Pack), Book: Obey God 
(Pack), other books about God, 
Activity Page, quilt, pillows

•  Create a cozy reading area, 
using the quilt and pillows. 
Mark the Bible story 
passage with today’s verse 
strip.

•  Invite boys and girls to sit 
on the quilt to read books 
and look at the Bible. 

•  Show the picture on the 
Activity Page. Say: “This is 
Deborah. She was a judge. 
God chose Deborah to do 
His work. Deborah loved 
God and obeyed Him.”

•  Ask a preschooler to find 
the marker in the Bible. 
Say the Preschool Verse 
together.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

CREATE A BIBLE 
VERSE PATH

Tools: Bible, Shoe Tracks 

(Enhanced CD), washable 

marker, crayons

•  Print a set of shoe tracks 

for each preschooler. Give 

preschoolers crayons to 

decorate their shoes.

•  Cut out extra sets of tracks 

and write one word of the 

Preschool Verse on each 

cutout. 

•  Guide preschoolers to 

work together to arrange 

words of the verse in order 

as you place the tracks on 

the floor. Make several 

Preschool Verse paths 

around the room.

•  Lead children to step from 

track to track, saying the 

words of the verse.

•  After a while, turn in 

the Bible to Judges 5:3. 

Say: “The Book of Judges 

is where we learn about 

Deborah.”

STACK THE VERSE

Tools: Bible, shoe boxes, large 
index cards, paper strip, 
washable marker, tape, Story 
Picture: Deborah’s Song (Pack)

•  Print individual words of 
the Preschool Verse on 
separate index cards. Tape 
a card on the side of each 
shoe box. Write the entire 
verse on the paper strip.

•  Open the Bible to Judges 
5:3 and read the Preschool 
Verse. Show preschoolers 
the Story Picture.

•  Comment: “Deborah’s song 
to God is in the Bible in the 
Book of Judges.”

•  Direct children to put 
words of the verse in order 
by stacking the boxes 
(cards facing out). Tell 
children to look at the 
paper strip for help.

•  Remind children that God 
chose Deborah to be a 
judge and do His work. 

CLIP & SPELL

Tools: Bible, index cards, 
washable marker, wooden 
spring-type clothespins

•  Print Deborah’s name 
and the names of children 
in your class on separate 
index cards. Print the 
names in capital letters.

•  Next, print on separate 
clothespins the letters for 
each child’s name. 

•  Show children the cards 
and help each preschooler 
find his name. 

•  Invite children to look 
for clothespins with the 
letters for their names. Tell 
children to clip the pins to 
their name cards. 

•  Hold up the Deborah name 
card. Say: “Deborah’s name 
is in the Bible. God chose 
Deborah for a special job. 
We learn about that from 
the Book of Judges.”

•  Briefly tell the Bible story 
while you hold the Bible 
open to Judges 4.
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS
• Bible
• Enhanced CD
• tambourine
• sticky notes (Use them to 

cover the Story Picture.)
• Activity Page

PACK ITEMS
  9  Story Picture: Deborah’s 

Song
17 Preschool Verses 3
32 Bible Names

LET’S GATHER.

•  Prepare the children to move to 
Circle Time by encouraging them 
to finish their explorations and 
put away materials. Thank them 
for helping.

•  Play a song on the Enhanced CD 
and lead children in moving to the 
music. Lead them to wave hands 
over heads, twist right and left, 
and turn.

•  When children are seated in the 
circle, shake the tambourine used 
during arrival time.

•  Say: “God is pleased when we sing 
to Him and play instruments to 
praise Him. Do you remember the 
name of someone, a woman, who 
sang to God? Let’s listen to the 
Bible story to learn more about 
that woman.”

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

•  Open the Bible to Judges 4. Hold 
the Bible on your lap and tell the 
Bible story in your own words.

•  Ask the children again who sang 
to God. (Deborah)

•  Show children the Story Picture 
that you have covered with sticky 
notes. 

•  Call on one child to tell something 
he remembers about the Bible 
story. Then invite the preschooler 
to remove one of the notes. 

•  Continue this process until the 
picture is completely revealed.

C IRC LE TIM E (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

•  Direct children to choose 
partners. Give each pair of 
children a Bible. (If children 
brought Bibles to church, give 
them time to get their Bibles.)

•  Say: “Let’s look for the place in 
the Bible where we find the story 
about Deborah. We need to find 
the Book of Judges, chapter 4.”

•  Ask teachers to assist preschoolers 
in locating the Book of Judges.

•  Help children find Judges 5:3.

•  Lead the preschoolers to repeat 
the Preschool Verse.

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

•  Pray, thanking God for His love. 
Ask God to help the children obey 
and follow Him.

•  Sing a simple praise song such as 
“God Is So Good.”

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

•  Form groups of two or three 
preschoolers and a teacher. In 
each group, talk about activities 
the children enjoyed doing today.

•  Look at the Activity Page together 
and complete the activity. Recall 
highlights of the Bible story.

•  Lead the children to say the 
Preschool Verse together.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Be Strong
J u d g es 6 : 1 1 - 1 6 , 2 5 - 3 2

The study of the judges of God’s people reveals the basic truth that every victory was 
won by the Lord. The judges were merely the human instruments through whom God 
worked on behalf of His people. Barak had refused to go into battle unless accompanied by 
Deborah. Deborah consented, but God won the victory for Barak and Deborah. 

In today’s study, we find a judge who viewed himself as the underdog. The people of 
Israel needed to be delivered from the oppression of the Midianites. However, God’s chosen 
deliverer, Gideon, was not up to the task. He was timid and afraid. God molded Gideon, 
however, into a capable leader. 

Gideon displayed a spirit of timidity and fear. When God commissioned him to fight 
the Midianites, Gideon wanted assurance from God. Gideon put out a fleece. Gideon 
asked God to cover the fleece with dew while the surrounding ground remained dry. God 
complied with Gideon’s request. Yet, Gideon’s timidity was not assuaged. So Gideon then 
asked God to reverse the process, allowing dew to appear on the ground but not on the 
fleece. God accepted Gideon’s request and did as the man asked. The ensuing reduction of 
Gideon’s army from 32,000 men down to 300 was God’s way of training Gideon to rely on 
Him. 

Did God’s discipline and molding of Gideon succeed? We read in Judges 7:1-25 that 
Gideon delivered God’s people from the hands of the Midianites with only 300 men. 
Gideon also was victorious over other Midianite rulers before his death. God worked 
through a timid leader to secure victory.

God often uses weak and imperfect people to bring about His purposes, knowing they 
will have a greater dependence upon Him. Believers grow in their faith by being obedient to 
God. God is more than capable of defending Himself and His followers.

Session 10
Session 10 : Be Strong
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10

OVERVIEW

SESSION F OC U S
CORE P ASSAGE
Judges 6:11-16,25-32

PRESCHOOL  V ERSE
Judges 6:16

PRESCHOOL  TEXT TRUT H
God helps people be strong and brave.

PRESCHOOL  CONNECT ION ST ORY P ASSAGE
Judges 6:11-32

CHRIST  IN CONT EXT 
The judges were temporary deliverers rescuing the Israelites from 
their enemies. Jesus became our deliverer through His death and 
resurrection.

 SESSION B RIEF
“Surely you don’t mean me, God! I can’t do 
that. Don’t you think So-and-So could do a 
better job? Come on, God. Honestly?” Ever 
had that one-way conversation with God? 

Gideon questioned his special invitation 
from God. Gideon, however, was willing 
to be strengthened and used by God. God 
helped Gideon, the warrior judge, overcome 
personal fear and be victorious.

Children can learn that God uses 
different people to further His kingdom 
and achieve His purposes. He helps people 
be strong and brave. God promised to 
always be with us.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Preschool 
Verse you want to use with your 
group.

From the Bible text: 
“I will be with you,” the Lord 
said. Judges 6:16

Preschool Verse Paraphrase: 
God said, “I will be with you.” 
Judges 6:16
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO JUDGES:

G ID EON
J u d g es 6 : 1 1 - 3 2

Gideon was busy threshing wheat. He looked up and saw an angel. The 
angel was a messenger from God.

“God is with you, mighty warrior,” the angel said to Gideon.

Gideon was not sure he understood the angel’s words.

Then the angel told Gideon that God was sending him to help the people. 
God had something important for Gideon to do.

Gideon was surprised. He was a young man and not very strong.

But the angel said God would be with Gideon, and Gideon would have 
success. “Peace to you. Don’t be afraid,” the angel said.

So Gideon waited for instructions. That night God told Gideon what to do. 

Gideon sneaked into the city. First he tore down the wooden poles and altar 
the people had put up for false gods. Then Gideon got rid of the animals the 
people worshiped.

When the men in the city woke up and saw the altar torn down, they 
asked, “Who did this?” They learned it was Gideon!

At first Gideon was afraid, but God helped him be strong and brave.

TEXT TRUTH
God helps people be strong 
and brave.

PRESCHOOL VERSE 
Judges 6:16
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SET THE STAGE

SET TH E STAG E F OR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
•  Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
•  Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

•  Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Offer two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

•  Gather Bibles from around the room and mark Judges 6 with ribbons.
•  Glue paper designs. 
•  Play a matching game or work a floor puzzle.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
•  When the children have arrived and done one or more arrival 

activities, ask the preschoolers to briefly tell about their activities. 
•  Remark: “Some of you found the Book of Judges in the Bible. That is 

where today’s Bible story is written. We are going to learn about a man 
named Gideon. Gideon received an important message from God. Let’s 
go to our Exploration Stations and get started.”

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• Bibles, ribbons, card with 

Judges 6 printed on it
• white paper, glue sticks, 

colored paper scraps
• Ways to Obey Picture Match 

(Pack Item 30), Bible Times 
Marketplace Floor Puzzle 
(LifeWay, 001276460)
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God helps people be strong 
and brave.

BIBLE STORY
GIDEON
Judges 6:11-32

PRESCHOOL VERSE
Judges 6:16

PACK ITEMS
10 Story Picture: Gideon
17 Preschool Verses 3
26 Bible People Figures
28 Book: Obey God

LEADER TIP!
Ideas for an obstacle course—
*  Place two chairs in a path for 

preschoolers to walk around.
*  Put a sheet of paper on the 

floor to be a stream to jump 
over.

*  Tape a square on the floor for 
children to step into.

*  Lay a cardboard box on its 
side with the ends opened 
for children to crawl through.

*  Put a step stool or sturdy 
shoe box in the path for 
children to step up and over.

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

MOVE THROUGH 
OBSTACLE COURSE

Tools: Bible, objects for the 

course (see Leader Tip!),  

Activity Page

•  Create a simple obstacle 

course for children to go 

through. Open the Bible to 

Judges 6 and lay it at the 

end of the course. Put the 

Activity Page nearby. 

•  When a child shows 

interest, invite him to go 

through the course. As the 

child gets to the end of 

the course, congratulate 

him for working hard and 

staying focused.

•  Touch the Bible page and 

comment: “Gideon worked 

hard to do what God asked 

him to do. Gideon knew 

God would help him be 

brave and strong. God 

helps us, too.”

•  Show the child the picture 

on the Activity Page.

PAINT CIRCLES

Tools: Bible, paper, cardboard 
tubes, assorted colors of 
tempera paint, washable 
markers 

•  Write today’s Preschool 
Verse on each paper.

•  Invite a child to decorate a 
verse page. Guide the child 
to use a tube to stamp 
paint circles on a paper. 

•  While the preschooler 
enjoys painting, read the 
words on the paper to him. 
Say: “Those words are in 
the Bible. God told Gideon 
He would be with him and 
help him. God is with us, 
too. He helps us be strong 
and brave.”

•  Turn to Judges 6:16 and 
point to the words of the 
Preschool Verse. 
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

PRETEND TO THRESH 
GRAIN

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 

Gideon (Pack), foam pool 

noodles (or cardboard gift-wrap 

tubes), scissors, shredded yellow 

or tan paper, Pictures of Grain 

(Enhanced CD)

•  Cut each pool noodle in 

half. Scatter the paper on 

the floor. 

•  When children show 

interest, show them the 

Story Picture. Say: “This 

shows Gideon threshing 

wheat. One day while 

Gideon was threshing 

wheat, an angel told him a 

message from God.”

•  Invite a child to pretend to 

thresh grain. Demonstrate 

how to move the noodle 

(like a flail) across the 

paper to separate it. 

•  Tell the Bible story as 

other children take turns 

“threshing.” Show children 

the Pictures of Grain.

SHINE FLASHLIGHTS

Tools: Bible, Bible People 
Figures (Pack), blocks, tape,  
2 small flashlights, Book: Obey 
God (Pack), other books about 
God

•  Attach the Gideon figure to 
a block and put it next to 
the Bible. 

•  Encourage children to build 
what they wish. As they 
play, talk about Gideon. 
Remark that Gideon was 
a young man. God chose 
Gideon for an important 
job. God helped Gideon be 
brave and strong.

•  Shine a flashlight on 
the Bible page showing 
Gideon’s name. (Turn to 
Judges 6.) Say: “Gideon 
went to the town at 
nighttime. Gideon was 
brave and trusted God to 
help him.”

•  Give children turns to use 
the flashlights to look at 
the Bible or the book.

HANG UP WORDS

Tools: Bible, poster board 
cut into geometric shapes, 
washable markers, hole punch, 
chenille stems, Preschool  
Verses 3 (Pack), yardstick 

•  Print words of the 
Preschool Verse and the 
Scripture reference on 
separate shapes. Punch 
a hole in the top of each 
shape.

•  Make chenille stem hooks 
to slip through the shape 
holes. 

•  Read the Preschool Verse 
to a child. Say: “These 
words are from the Bible. 
God told Gideon He would 
help him do what God said 
to do. God helps us, too.”

•  Lead preschoolers to 
hang word shapes on the 
yardstick in the correct 
order. Assist preschoolers 
as needed.

•  Help a child locate   
Judges 6:16 in the Bible 
and point to the words.
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS
• Bible
• Enhanced CD
• index cards, marker, bag
• Activity Page

PACK ITEMS
10 Story Picture: Gideon
17 Preschool Verses 3
25 Movement Cube

LET’S GATHER.

•  Encourage boys and girls to finish 
their explorations and put away 
materials. As they finish, play the 
Enhanced CD and lead children to 
march to the Circle Time area. 

•  After children are in their places,  
toss the Movement Cube and call 
on a child to lead the group in the 
movement. 

•  Give each child a turn, then put 
away the cube. Hold the Story 
Picture for the children to see.

•  Say: “We’ve been learning about 
Gideon. Gideon was one of the 
judges we read about in the 
Bible. Let’s listen to a story about 
Gideon.”

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

•  Ask: “If you need to know how 
to do something, who do you ask 
or what do you do?” Listen to 
children’s answers. 

•  Remark that often we ask a parent 
or family member, a teacher, or 
someone else to help us know 
how to do something. Sometimes 
we might look at a video or read 
instructions to learn what to do.

•  Comment: “God sent an angel to 
give Gideon special instructions. 
God helped Gideon do something 
important.”

•  Open the Bible to Judges 6. Tell 
the Bible story in your own words. 

•  Pass the Story Picture around the 
circle.

C IRC LE TIM E (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

•  Print the Preschool Verse onto 
index cards, one word per card. 
Print a number (1–6) on each card 
to indicate its order in the verse.
Place the cards in a bag.

•  Play a song on the Enhanced 
CD. Tell children to pass the bag 
around the circle while the music 
plays. 

•  Stop the music and direct the 
child holding the bag to take a 
card from the bag and lay the card 
on the floor, number side facing 
up. 

•  Continue until all six cards are on 
the floor. Then lead children to 
sequence the cards (1–6).

•  Turn over each card and say the 
word. Then lead preschoolers to 
say the entire Preschool Verse 
together.

•  Hold up seven fingers and tell 
children that Judges is the 
seventh book of the Bible. Say 
the first seven books of the Bible, 
holding up a finger for each book. 
Lead boys and girls to repeat the 
book names with you.

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

•  Ask boys and girls to share their 
prayer requests. Give any children 
who wish an opportunity to pray.

•  Close prayertime by asking God to 
help children be strong and brave. 
Thank God for always being with 
us and showing us what to do.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

•  Form groups of two or three 
preschoolers and a teacher. Look 
at the Activity Page. 

•  Recall the Bible story, noting that 
even though Gideon was young, 
God was with Gideon and showed 
him what to do. 

•  Lead children to say the Preschool 
Verse together.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Listen to God
J u d g es 1 6 : 4 - 6 , 1 3 - 2 0

Judges 13–16 introduces us to Samson, the last judge of Israel we will study in this series. 
The angel of the Lord consecrated Samson as a Nazirite from his “birth until the day of his 
death.” Numbers 6:1-21 describes the Nazirite vow and delineates three prohibitions. First, 
Nazirites were prohibited from consuming any product of the vine. Second, Nazirites were 
prohibited from cutting their hair. Finally, Nazirites were prohibited from touching any 
dead thing. 

The Nazirite vow is one key aspect for understanding Samson’s life. Another key aspect 
is the role of the Holy Spirit in Samson’s life. Four times, the Spirit of the Lord was involved 
in Samson’s actions. First, the Spirit of the Lord began to direct Samson in the Camp of 
Dan (Judg. 13:25). Second, the Spirit of the Lord empowered Samson to kill a young lion 
with his bare hands (14:6). Third, the Spirit of the Lord “took control of him” and Samson 
went down to Ashkelon and killed 30 Philistine men, plundering them to settle a wager 
(14:19). Fourth, the Spirit of the Lord “took control of him” again, enabling Samson to kill 
1,000 Philistines with the jawbone of a donkey (15:14-15).

Samson was an imperfect instrument. He compromised his devotion to the Lord by 
breaking his Nazirite vow. Samson sought the pleasure of Philistine women above all else. 
Yet, through the course of his shortened life, God was able to use Samson to deliver His 
people from Philistine oppression. Every time Samson sought revenge on the Philistines for 
personal grievances, God was judging the oppressors of His people.

Sin has a price. Samson’s life was characterized by a seemingly unending stream of 
sinful decisions. When we sin, we are separated from God and His good plan for our lives. 
Instead of sin, we should daily choose to rely on God, Who helps us do what He wants us  
to do.

Session 11
Session 11: Listen to God
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11

OVERVIEW

SESSION F OC U S
CORE P ASSAGE
Judges 16:4-6,13-20

PRESCHOOL  V ERSE
Proverbs 3:6

PRESCHOOL  TEXT TRUT H
God helps people do what He says to do.

PRESCHOOL  CONNECT ION ST ORY P ASSAGE
Judges 13

CHRIST  IN CONT EXT 
The judges were temporary deliverers rescuing the Israelites from 
their enemies. Jesus became our deliverer through His death and 
resurrection.

 SESSION B RIEF
Another of the judges, Samson, had 
unique skills and was anointed by God 
for a particular purpose. As long as 
Samson stayed true to God, he was able 
to lead effectively. When swayed by 
weaker influences, Samson wavered in his 
effectiveness. 

When God calls people to do His 
work, He supplies them with strength 
and knowledge. This session’s Bible story 
introduces Samson, a man chosen by God. 
Help children know that God helps people 
do what He says.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Preschool 
Verse you want to use with your 
group.

From the Bible text: 
Think about [God] and He will 
guide you. Proverbs 3:6

Preschool Verse Paraphrase: 
Think about God and He will 
help you. Proverbs 3:6
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO JUDGES:

SAM SON
J u d g es 1 3

A man and his wife did not have any children. But one day God sent an 
angel to the wife and said that God was going to send her a son. The angel 
gave special instructions to the wife and said, “Never cut the boy’s hair. God 
has chosen your son to help the people and save them.”

The wife hurried to tell her husband the news the angel told her. 

Then the husband prayed to God. “Please, God. Send the man (angel) back 
to us to teach us what we should do for this boy.”

So God sent the angel back. 

The husband asked the angel what God wanted his son to do when he grew 
up.

The angel explained again the instructions for the wife and her husband to 
follow.

Then the husband built an altar and thanked God. He and his wife were 
frightened when the angel left, but the wife knew that God was pleased 
with their thanksgiving.

Later the wife had the baby boy and named him Samson. Samson grew and 
grew, and God was with him. God helped Samson grow and learn what he 
would do to help the people.

TEXT TRUTH
God helps people do what He 
says to do.

PRESCHOOL VERSE 
Proverbs 3:6
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SET THE STAGE

SET TH E STAG E F OR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
•  Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
•  Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

•  Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Offer two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

•  Work puzzles. 
•  Lace around Bible word plates.
•  Sort plastic blocks by size and color, then build with them.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
•  After children have done one or more activities, get their attention by 

whistling or tapping rhythm sticks together. 
•  Ask preschoolers to share a time when they or their families heard 

good news. Listen to the children’s responses.
•  Comment: “Today we are going to hear about some good news a man 

and his wife heard from an angel. Let’s go to our activities and find out 
more about the news.”

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• 2-3 wooden puzzles 
• paper plates, marker, hole 

punch, ribbon, masking tape 
 
(Print the words God, help, 
and Samson in the center 
of each plate. Punch holes 
around the edge of the plate. 
Tie a length of ribbon in one 
hole. Wrap tape around the 
other end of the ribbon.) 

• small plastic blocks
• rhythm sticks
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God helps people do what He 
says to do.

BIBLE STORY
SAMSON
Judges 13

PRESCHOOL VERSE
Proverbs 3:6

PACK ITEMS
11 Story Picture: Samson
34 Verse Puzzles B
35 People Puzzles

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

SEND MESSAGES

Tools: Bible, old cell phones 

(batteries removed), computer 

keyboard or old laptop, 

notepads, colored pencils, 

Activity Page

•  Preschoolers are familiar 

with electronic tools for 

sending messages. Remark 

that people use different 

methods to tell news. 

•  Show children the picture 

of Samson and his family. 

Comment: “Samson’s 

parents received a message 

from God. An angel told 

the husband and his wife 

that they would have a 

son.”

•  Ask children to tell some 

important news. Then 

invite them to use the 

phones and other tools to 

send the news to someone.

•  Turn to Judges 13 and 

summarize the Bible story 

for the children.

WORK PUZZLES

Tools: Bible, People Puzzles 
(Pack), Verse Puzzles B (Pack), 
puzzle My Friends (LifeWay, 
005266977) 

•  Give a preschooler a choice 
of puzzle. While she and 
a friend work different 
puzzles, comment on 
today’s Bible story.

•  Say: “Samson’s parents 
were happy to have a son. 
They asked God to help 
them teach Samson how 
to follow God and do what 
God said to do.”

•  Open the Bible to Proverbs 
3:6. Read aloud the 
Preschool Verse. Then 
comment: “Samson’s 
family wanted to teach 
him about God. We can 
learn about God, too.”
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

DROP CLOTHESPINS

Tools: Bible, index cards, tape, 

peg-type clothespins, 2 plastic 

containers, washable marker

•  Print the words Obey and 

Not Obey on individual 

cards. Tape one card to 

each plastic container. 

•  Invite preschoolers to play 

a game. Name a behavior 

and tell the child to decide 

if it is a way to obey or not 

obey. 

•  Make up suggestions such 

as pick up clothes, say 

unkind words, forget to 

talk quietly, so on.

•  Direct a child to hold a 

clothespin at chin height 

and drop it into the 

container with the correct 

label.

•  Tell the Bible story. Say: 

“God helps people do 

what He says. God helped 

Samson obey Him.”

MAKE A FAMILY 
PICTURE COLLAGE

Tools: Bible, people picture 
cutouts, construction paper, 
glue sticks, clear contact plastic

•  Invite preschoolers to tell 
about their families. Then 
say: “Look for some picture 
cutouts that remind you of 
your family. You may glue 
the pictures on paper to 
make a family collage.”

•  As children glue cutouts 
on paper, comment that 
Samson had a family.

•  When a child finishes his 
collage, cover it with a piece 
of plastic.

•  Thank God for the child’s 
family.

•  Say: “God sent a message 
to a husband and wife. 
They would have a son. 
He would grow up to help 
people. ”

•  Open the Bible to Judges 
13 and tell the Bible story.

DO A BIBLE SEARCH

Tools: several Bibles, Story 
Picture: Samson (Pack), poster 
board with 4-square grid 
marked with colored tape, 
sticky note flags, washable 
marker

•  In each square of the grid, 
write one of these words: 
God, Samson, Judges, 
Proverbs.

•  Show the words to a child 
and read them. Say: “These 
are words we read in the 
Bible. Can you find each of 
them in a Bible and mark 
the pages?”

•  Guide the preschooler to 
look for a word, then flag 
the page with the sticky 
note. He may continue 
searching for other words 
while a friend looks at the 
Story Picture. 

•  Comment on a word 
and its importance. For 
example, say: “Proverbs. 
That is a book in the Bible. 
Our verse is found in the 
Book of Proverbs.”
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS
• Bible
• Activity Page

PACK ITEMS
11 Story Picture: Samson
17 Preschool Verses 3
26 Bible People Figures
32 Bible Names

LET’S GATHER.

•  As children make their way to the 
Circle Time area, tell them you are 
going to play a game.

•  Guide children to listen closely 
and do what you say. Give simple 
instructions such as: 
All girls clap 5 times. 
All boys march and count to 4. 
Everyone shake hands with 2 friends. 
Do 3 jumping jacks if you are wearing 
red. 
Change places with a friend.

•  Remind preschoolers how 
important it is to listen and hear 
what people say.

•  Say: “Let’s listen now to a story 
about someone whose family 
taught him to listen and obey 
God.”

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

•  Show preschoolers the Samson 
figure, then show the Samson 
name card. Comment that today’s 
story is about Samson.

•  Open the Bible to Judges 13. Hold 
the Bible as you tell the Bible story 
in your own words.

•  Show children the Story Picture. 
Ask these questions to help 
children remember the story: 
What message did the husband and 
wife hear from the angel? (they 
would have a son) 
What did the angel tell the husband 
and wife not to do? (cut their son’s 
hair) 
What would be special about the 
couple’s son? (he would help the 
people) 
What did the husband and wife do 
after hearing the news? (they built 
an altar and thanked God)  

C IRC LE TIM E (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

•  Open the Bible to Proverbs 3:6. 
Read aloud the verse and prompt 
the children to repeat it with you. 

•  Say the verse together again, 
clapping on each word. Say the 
verse a third time, patting knees 
on each word. 

•  Tell preschoolers the words they 
repeated are from the Book of 
Proverbs. Ask teachers in the 
circle to open their Bibles to 
Proverbs 3:6 and show the words 
to children next to them.

•  Say: “Our Bible story is from the 
Book of Judges. We have learned 
about three people who were 
judges in Bible times—Deborah, 
Gideon, and Samson.”

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

•  Encourage children to share their 
prayer concerns and pray, if they 
wish. 

•  Pray, thanking God for His help 
in doing what is right. Ask God to 
help boys and girls think of Him 
often.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

•  Form groups of two or three 
preschoolers and a teacher. Look 
at the Activity Page together. 
Then lead children to work on the 
activity on the back.

•  After a few minutes, show 
children the picture on the 
front of the page and use it to 
summarize the Bible story.

•  Repeat the Preschool Verse 
together.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Family Love
Ru t h  1 : 6 - 1 8

The story of Ruth occurred during the time of the judges. No attempt is made to date the 
story precisely. The Book of Ruth presents a rather idyllic picture of life compared to the 
chaos and bloodshed so often found in the Book of Judges. In Judges, we read of short-
sighted selfishness, frequent turmoil, and constant unfaithfulness. In Ruth, we read of 
persevering selflessness, steady tranquility, and complete devotion on Ruth’s part toward 
Naomi. Whereas Judges focused upon leaders, the Book of Ruth focused on laypeople, 
namely, Naomi, Boaz, and Ruth, who lived out their faith during trying circumstances.

Ruth was from Moab, a perennial enemy of Judah. Yet, Elimelech migrated there with 
his wife Naomi and their two sons, Mahlon and Chilion, due to a famine in Bethlehem. 
Over the course of time, Elimelech died of an unstated cause and his two sons each 
married Moabite women. Mahlon married Ruth; Chilion married Orpah. Within a decade, 
both men died of unspecified causes as well. Naomi decided to return home and urged her 
widowed daughters-in-law to return to their own homes and marry Moabite men. Orpah 
went home; Ruth stayed with Naomi.

The Book of Ruth contains two intriguing and important concepts. First, the practice 
of Levirate marriage, whereby a male kinsman of a deceased man married his widow and 
sired children with a view toward continuing his brother’s line. Second, the concept of the 
kinsman redeemer, go’el in Hebrew, whereby ancestral land was redeemed and kept in the 
family. The two concepts are closely intertwined and masterfully displayed in Ruth. 

God’s plans sometimes involve enduring difficulties and making hard decisions. 
Believers can find comfort in difficulties through the relationships God places in their 
lives. Believers can remain confident God is worthy of our trust, even when we are 
facing difficulties in life, because we know that God can use anything—good or bad—to 
accomplish His good plans for us.

Session 12
Session 12 : F am ily  Lov e
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12

OVERVIEW

SESSION F OC U S
CORE P ASSAGE
Ruth 1:6-18

PRESCHOOL  V ERSE
Ruth 1:16

PRESCHOOL  TEXT TRUT H
Family members are to take care of one another.

PRESCHOOL  CONNECT ION ST ORY P ASSAGE
Ruth 1:1-22

CHRIST  IN CONT EXT 
The Book of Ruth is a beautiful picture of redemption and grace. 
God extended grace and redemption to all people by sending His 
Son, Jesus, to be our Redeemer.

 SESSION B RIEF
Naomi’s story helps us recognize the value 
and importance of family. Love and respect 
compelled daughter-in-law Ruth to stay 
with Naomi and care for her. 

Rather than run away or give up in 
defeat, we can be encouraged through 
loving and caring family relationships. 
God has our best in mind at all times. He 
provides relationships and experiences that 
lead us to fulfill His plans for us. Our part 
is to trust Him and do His will.

Help children know that God wants 
family members to take care of one 
another.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Preschool 
Verse you want to use with your 
group.

From the Bible text: 
Your God will be my God. 
Ruth 1:16

Preschool Verse Paraphrase: 
Your God will be my God. 
Ruth 1:16
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO RUTH:

NAOM I’ S F AM ILY
Ru t h  1 : 1 - 2 2

Naomi’s family lived in Judah. But there was a famine in the land, so the 
family moved to the land of Moab. 

Naomi’s husband died. But Naomi’s sons and their wives still lived in Moab 
with Naomi. The family lived in Moab for ten years. Then the sons got sick 
and died.

Now Naomi and her son’s wives were alone. Naomi decided they should 
leave Moab and go back to their homes. Naomi kissed the young women 
and said, “May God be with you.”

But the daughters wanted to stay with Naomi. They loved her and cared 
about her. But Naomi said, “Go to your families. I am old. You are young. 
God will give you new husbands to take care of you.”

The daughters were upset and cried. Finally, one daughter said she would go 
back to her family.

But the other daughter, Ruth, asked Naomi to please let her go with her 
to Naomi’s home. Ruth loved Naomi and cared about her. Ruth said, 
“Wherever you go, I will go. Your people will be my people. Your God will be 
my God.”

So Naomi told Ruth she could go home with her. When the women arrived 
in Bethlehem, the whole town was excited to see Naomi.

TEXT TRUTH
Family members are to take 
care of one another.

PRESCHOOL VERSE 
Ruth 1:16
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SET THE STAGE

SET TH E STAG E F OR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
•  Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
•  Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

•  Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Offer two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

•  Play a game with a friend.
•  Work family-related puzzles.
•  Draw a picture of your family.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
•  After all children have arrived and completed one or more of the 

arrival activities, play the Enhanced CD and invite preschoolers to 
move to the music. When a song ends, ask children to stand in place. 
Lead them to wave their arms, bend at the waist, then place their 
hands on their hips.

•  Say: “That was fun! Thank you for listening. Today we will learn about 
a woman who moved to a new town. We’ll hear about someone who 
decided to go with her.”

•  Describe a few Exploration Station activities, then direct children to 
choose what they would like to do first.

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• Follow the Trail Game (Pack 

Item 29), buttons or plastic 
bottle caps, number cube

• 2-4 wooden puzzles 
featuring families

• paper, colored pencils, 
crayons

• Enhanced CD
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
Family members are to take 
care of one another.

BIBLE STORY
NAOMI’S FAMILY
Ruth 1:1-22

PRESCHOOL VERSE
Ruth 1:16

PACK ITEMS
12  Story Picture: Naomi’s 

Family
22  Book: Where Did People 

Live?
36 Play Dough Recipe

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

FOLD LAUNDRY

Tools: Bible, small laundry 

basket, washcloths, child-sized  

socks, Activity Page

•  Lay the Activity Page in the 

basket and cover it with 

the laundry. 

•  Invite a child to fold the 

laundry in the basket. Ask 

him if he helps his family 

do the laundry. Say: “The 

Bible talks about families. 

We learn that family 

members are to take care 

of one another.”

•  Ask the preschooler to 

name something he does to 

help his family. Thank God 

for the preschooler and his 

family. 

•  Tell preschoolers the Bible 

story. Show them the Book 

of Ruth in the Bible.

•  Remind children that God 

wants people to care for 

their families.

PLAY WITH PEOPLE 
FIGURES

Tools: Bible, Book: Where Did 
People Live? (Pack), wooden 
blocks, toy dollhouse (opt.), 
plastic people figures

•  Children often play out 
their family activities. 
Observe preschoolers as 
they move the figures and 
pretend.

•  Listen for opportunities 
to relate the children’s 
activity to today’s 
emphasis on family 
members caring for one 
another.

•  Show children the pictures 
of Bible-times homes and 
lands. Read the book.

•  Thank God for families.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

MAKE PLAY DOUGH

Tools: Bible, Play Dough Recipe 

(Pack), Allergy Sign (Enhanced 

CD), ingredients and tools to 

make play dough, snack-size 

ziplock bags, marker

•  Show the recipe to the 

children. Comment: “This 

recipe tells all the steps 

to make play dough. Let’s 

work together to make play 

dough for our class.”

•  Guide children to measure 

ingredients and stir them 

in a bowl. Tell the Bible 

story as the children work 

together. 

•  Remark: “Naomi was alone 

after her husband and sons 

died. But Naomi’s son’s 

wives loved her and walked 

with her.”

•  After the play dough cools, 

give each child a small 

lump to play with. Then 

put the child’s dough in a 

labeled bag to take home.

SPIN & TELL

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
Naomi’s Family (Pack), paper 
arrow, masking tape, lazy 
Susan

•  Tape the paper arrow to the 
surface of a lazy Susan.

•  Invite children to sit on the 
floor in a circle. Place the 
spinner in the center of the 
circle. 

•  Hold up the Story Picture. 
Comment that Naomi had 
a family who loved her and 
took care of her. Comment 
that Ruth told Naomi she 
wanted to live with her.

•  Say the Preschool Verse.

•  Turn the lazy Susan. As 
the spinner stops, ask the 
child to whom the arrow  
is pointing to name the 
people in her family. Then 
ask her to tell a way she 
helps her family. 

•  Repeat with other children. 
Thank God for families.

DESIGN FAMILY FLAGS

Tools: Bible, large construction 
paper triangles, washable 
markers, bright-colored 
stickers, thick yarn or ribbon

•  Ask a preschooler to name 
the people in his family. 
Talk about things his 
family members do to love 
and help one another.

•  Invite the child to design 
a family flag. In the center 
of a triangle, write a 
large capital letter for the 
family’s last name. If the 
child wishes, write a family 
member’s name on his flag.

•  The child may then 
decorate his flag with the 
markers and stickers.

•  When the child finishes, 
fold over the wide end of 
the triangle and lay the 
yarn in the crease. Tape 
the flap to hold the yarn 
in place. Tie the yarn ends 
together.

•  Turn to Ruth 1 and tell the 
Bible story while children 
design their flags.
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS
• Bible
• Enhanced CD
• Activity Page

PACK ITEMS
12  Story Picture: Naomi’s 

Family
17 Preschool Verses 3
32 Bible Names
34 Verse Puzzles B
37 Story Review Cube

LET’S GATHER.

•  Whistle to get the children’s 
attention. Announce that it is 
time for cleanup and Circle Time. 

•  Tell children to follow you. While 
the CD plays, lead preschoolers 
around the room on a long 
journey. 

•  Walk fast, slow, tiptoe, use baby 
steps, “fly” to the Circle Time area.

•  When all children are seated, 
comment: “We went on a long 
journey. Let’s hear about some 
women who went on a long 
journey to a new home.”

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

•  Show children the Ruth and Naomi 
name cards. Read the names to 
the children. 

•  Say: “These are the names of two 
women in our Bible story. Listen 
to see what happened to the 
women.”

•  Open your Bible to Ruth 1. Hold 
the Bible in your lap as you tell the 
Bible story in your own words.

•  Show children the Story Picture, 
then lay the picture on the floor.

•  Lay the name cards next to the 
picture. Ask children to say the 
names of the women.

•  Use the Story Review Cube to 
recall the story highlights.

C IRC LE TIM E (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

•  Open the Bible to Ruth 1:16. Read 
aloud the Preschool Verse and 
guide children to say the verse 
together several times. 

•  Distribute pieces of the Verse 
Puzzle to individual children or 
groups of children. 

•  Say: “Let’s help one another put 
the Bible verse puzzle together.” 

•  Ask teachers to help preschoolers 
if needed. When the puzzle is 
completed, repeat the verse again.

•  Point to the open Bible page. 
Say: “This is the Book of Ruth. 
It follows the Bible book called 
Judges. Joshua, Judges, Ruth.” 

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

•  Ask children to share their prayer 
concerns. Call on any preschoolers 
who wish to pray.

•  Pray for the children in your class. 
Thank God for family members 
who care for one another. 

•  Ask God to help children love and 
care for their families.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

•  Form groups of two or three 
preschoolers and a teacher. Look 
at the Activity Page together and 
complete the activity. 

•  Help children find the Book of 
Ruth in their Bible. Recall the 
Bible story.

•  Repeat the Preschool Verse 
together.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

God’s Help
Ru t h  3 : 8 - 1 3 ;  4 : 1 3 - 1 7

In this week’s session we are studying how God used Boaz, a “family redeemer” to bring 
both help and hope to Naomi and Ruth. In Ruth 1 when Ruth vowed to stay with Naomi, 
she had no idea what would become of the two of them. Naomi described her life as having 
been made bitter by the Lord. Like Naomi, Ruth was a widow with no visible prospects of 
support. Yet, Ruth put Naomi’s welfare above her own, a sacrificial act of love that would 
factor into God’s plan (2:10-12). 

In last week’s session, we introduced the customs of Levirate marriage and kinsman 
redeemer. Since both customs factor heavily in this week’s session, additional explanation 
is needed. First, the law of the Levirate marriage was given by Moses on the plains of Moab 
as the children of Israel were about to enter the promised land (Deut. 25:5-10). The purpose 
of the law was to assure that a deceased man’s name was remembered through offspring. 
Thus, in the case where a married man died childless, the Levirate marriage law instructed 
a brother to marry the deceased man’s widow and raise up a son. This son would carry on 
the dead brother’s family line.

Second, closely related to the Levirate law was the idea of a kinsman redeemer. The 
kinsman redeemer, or go’el, had two responsibilities in addition to fulfilling the Levirate 
marriage. The go’el was a blood avenger responsible for securing retribution against the 
perpetrator of murder of a family member. (This responsibility does not appear in Ruth.) 
The go’el was also responsible to assure that the dead man’s land stayed in the family.

Living with integrity leads to finding favor with God and others. Believers can face 
potential obstacles with confidence, knowing that God can use obstacles for His honor. God 
is always at work, making His redemptive plan known. We can count on God!

Session 13
Session 13 : God’ s H elp
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13

OVERVIEW

SESSION F OC U S
CORE P ASSAGE
Ruth 3:8-13; 4:13-17

PRESCHOOL  V ERSE
Ruth 2:12

PRESCHOOL  TEXT TRUT H
We can count on God to help us.

PRESCHOOL  CONNECT ION ST ORY P ASSAGE
Ruth 2:1-23; 3:1-2; 4:13-17

CHRIST  IN CONT EXT 
The Book of Ruth is a beautiful picture of redemption and grace. 
God extended grace and redemption to all people by sending His 
Son, Jesus, to be our Redeemer.

 SESSION B RIEF
We can count on God to direct us when 
we seek Him. He is faithful to provide for 
us and help us have a future. This is seen 
clearly in the story of Ruth and Boaz. 
Working through the lives of a trusting 
young woman and an honorable family 
member, God carried out His plan for the 
birth of Christ, our Kinsman Redeemer.

Preschoolers can learn that God will 
help us in all situations because He loves 
us. God knows us and cares about our 
past, present, and future. God will not let 
us down.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Preschool 
Verse you want to use with your 
group.

From the Bible text: 
May the Lord reward you for 
what you have done. Ruth 2:12

Preschool Verse Paraphrase: 
May God reward you. 
Ruth 2:12
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO RUTH:

RU TH  AND  B OAZ
Ru t h  2 : 1 - 2 3 ;  3 : 1 - 2 ;  4 : 1 3 - 1 7

Ruth and Naomi did not have food to eat. Ruth had an idea. She told 
Naomi she would go to the grain fields and pick up grain left by the 
workers.

Ruth found a field and worked hard to pick up grain that the workers 
dropped.

A man named Boaz came to the field. Boaz was the owner of the field. He 
saw Ruth and asked, “Who is that woman?”

“Her name is Ruth,” said the man in charge of the workers. “She and Naomi 
just moved here. Ruth asked if she could pick up the leftover grain. She has 
worked hard all morning.”

Boaz called to Ruth, “Listen. Do not gather grain in anyone else’s fields. 
Stay with my workers. Pick up the grain that is left. I have heard how kind 
and helpful you have been to Naomi.”

When nighttime came, Ruth hurried home with her grain. Naomi was 
surprised to see how much grain Ruth had gathered. Ruth told Naomi 
about Boaz and how kind he had been to her.

Naomi said, “Boaz is our relative.” Naomi knew Boaz would help her and 
Ruth.

And Boaz did take care of Ruth. He and Ruth got married. All the people in 
the town agreed this was a good thing to do.

After they married, Boaz and Ruth had a son. Naomi, her family, and her 
friends were happy. 

TEXT TRUTH
We can count on God to help 
us.

PRESCHOOL VERSE 
Ruth 2:12
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SET THE STAGE

SET TH E STAG E F OR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
•  Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
•  Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

•  Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Offer two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

•  Work family-related puzzles.
•  Glue yarn on letters to spell the word HELP.
•  Look at books about families.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
•  After all children have arrived and completed one or more of the 

arrival activities, begin singing the song “God Is So Good.” Ask each 
child to name one thing God provides or does to help him know God is 
good. (Give suggestions, such as “He loves my family,” or “He takes care 
of me.”)

•  Remark: “Stories in the Bible tell about families whom God loved and 
cared for. A story we will hear today is about a family who trusted God 
to take care of them. And God did. Let’s go to our Exploration Stations 
to find out more about this family.”

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• Verse Puzzles B (Pack 

Item 34), People Puzzles 
(Pack Item 35), puzzle 
Family Prayers (LifeWay, 
005191559)

• paper with the word HELP 
printed in large letters, yarn 
pieces, glue, cotton-tipped 
swabs, scissors

• several preschool books 
about families
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
We can count on God to help 
us.

BIBLE STORY
RUTH AND BOAZ
Ruth 2:1-23; 3:1-2; 4:13-17

PRESCHOOL VERSE
Ruth 2:12

PACK ITEM
13  Story Picture: Ruth and 

Boaz

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

SHOP FOR FOOD

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 

Ruth and Boaz (Pack), assorted 

empty food boxes or toy food 

items, child’s grocery cart, toy 

cash register, shopping bag or 

basket

•  Arrange the food boxes 

and toy food to resemble a 

grocery store or market. 

•  Invite preschoolers to shop 

for food. Show them the 

Story Picture. Remark that 

Ruth’s family needed food, 

so she gathered grain from 

the barley fields. 

•  Ask preschoolers about 

their trips to the grocery 

with their families. Say: 

“We can count on God to 

help us. He helps us have 

the things we need. God 

helps families.”

•  Turn to Ruth 2 and tell the 

Bible story. 

ROCK & READ

Tools: Bible, 2 baby dolls,  
baby-care items, blankets, 
child’s  rocking chair, preschool 
book about families 

•  As children care for the 
dolls, tell them that Ruth 
and Boaz had a baby. God 
helped Ruth’s family.

•  Suggest that a preschooler 
read the book to a “baby.” 
Talk to the child about her 
family taking care of her 
and reading to her.

•  Find Ruth 2 in the Bible. 
Touch the page and say: 
“This is the Book of Ruth. 
It tells about the things 
that happened to Ruth. 
Ruth knew she could count 
on God to help her and her 
family.”
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

MATCH SHAPES & 
LEARN A VERSE

Tools: Bible, craft foam shapes, 

permanent marker, gift bag, 

Enhanced CD

•  Print words of the 

Preschool Verse on 

individual foam shapes. 

Make a duplicate set.

•  Place one set of shapes in 

the bag. Organize the other 

set on the table in correct 

sequence.

•  Read the words of the 

Preschool Verse. Then 

invite a preschooler to get 

a shape from the bag and 

match it to a shape on the 

table.

•  After all the shapes are 

matched, point to each 

word and lead the child to 

say the Preschool Verse.

•  Open the Bible to  

Ruth 2:12 and show the 

child where the verse is 

located.

MAKE A POSTER

Tools: Bible; thick paper; picture 
cutouts featuring food, clothes, 
houses, cars, and other family-
related items or activities; glue 
sticks; washable marker

•  Write on each child’s paper 
the Text Truth. Then invite 
children to choose pictures 
to glue on their papers.

•  Say: “You can make 
a poster to help you 
remember that God loves 
and cares about you.”

•  While the child is busy, 
turn to Ruth 2:12. Say the 
Preschool Verse aloud.

•  Say: “This is what Boaz said 
to Ruth when he learned 
she was kind to Naomi. 
Boaz was glad Ruth helped 
her family.”

•  Lead the child to repeat the 
Preschool Verse with you.

EXAMINE GRAIN

Tools: Bible; plastic pan; 2 or 
3 bowls; rice, oats, or barley; 
scoops and cups; magnifying 
glasses; Pictures of Grain 
(Enhanced CD); Allergy Sign 
(Enhanced CD); Activity Page

•  Show preschoolers the 
Pictures of Grain. Mention 
that grains are used to 
make foods such as cereals 
and bread. 

•  Say: “Many people plant 
seed to grow grain for 
food for their families and 
community. That is what 
Boaz did.”

•  Invite a child to examine 
some grain. He can scoop 
and pour the grain and 
examine it with the 
magnifying glasses. 

•  Tell the Bible story and 
show the picture on the 
Activity Page.  

•  Remark: “Ruth knew God 
would take care of her 
family. God helped Ruth 
know what to do.”
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS
• Bibles (classroom and/or 

children’s Bibles)
• Activity Page

PACK ITEMS
13  Story Picture: Ruth and 

Boaz
17 Preschool Verses 3

LET’S GATHER.

•  Clap your hands three times to 
get children’s attention. Announce 
that it is time to move to the 
circle. 

•  Say: “As we move to the circle, 
pretend you are picking up grain 
from the ground. Hold your 
baskets.”

•  When children reach the circle, 
direct them to place their pretend 
grain baskets behind their chairs.

•  Say: “That was fun! But picking up 
grain is really hard work. Do you 
remember hearing about someone 
who picked up grain?”

•  Give children time to respond, 
then say: “Let’s listen to a Bible 
story about Ruth.”

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

•  Hold the Story Picture for 
preschoolers to see. Ask: “Who 
is picking up grain? Do you 
remember who owned the field 
of grain? Listen to the story 
and then you can answer those 
questions.”

•  Open the Bible to Ruth 2. Tell the 
Bible story in your own words. 
Make eye contact with each child 
during the story.

•  Call on different children to 
answer the questions posed 
earlier. 

•  Remark: “Good answers. You’ve 
been listening today. We have 
learned that Ruth and Boaz 
counted on God’s help. We can do 
that, too.”

C IRC LE TIM E (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

•  Open the Bible to the marked 
location for today’s Preschool 
Verse. Read aloud the verse and 
guide children to say the verse 
with you several times. 

•  Tell children: “We heard a Bible 
story from the Book of Ruth. Do 
you remember other Bible book 
names?”

•  Help children recall Joshua, 
Judges, and Ruth.  

•  Distribute the Bibles to children 
and ask teachers to help children 
find one of the Bible books. 

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

•  Ask children to share their prayer 
concerns. Call on any preschoolers 
who wish to pray.

•  Close prayertime by praying for 
each child in your class. 

•  Thank God for His help and for 
everything He gives us. Thank 
Him for being ready and willing to 
help us. 

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

•  Form groups of two or three 
preschoolers and a teacher. Look 
at the Activity Page together and 
complete the activity. 

•  Ask a few simple questions to help 
children think about and recall 
the Bible story.

•  Repeat the Preschool Verse 
together.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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Coming Next Quarter
Spring 2017

DATE CORE PASSAGE CONNECTION STORY PASSAGE PRESCHOOL VERSE

March 5 Matthew 16:13-28 Matthew 16:13-28 Matthew 16:24

March 12 Matthew 17:1-13
Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; 
Luke 3:21-22

Matthew 17:5

March 19 Matthew 19:16-26 Matthew 19:1-6,13-26 Matthew 19:26

March 26 Matthew 21:1-11 Matthew 21:1-11 Matthew 21:9

April 2 Matthew 21:33-45 Matthew 21:12-15 Luke 4:43

April 9 Matthew 22:1-14 John 11:1-3,17-44 Romans 10:13

April 16 Matthew 27:41-52 Matthew 27:27-61; 28:1-8 Matthew 28:6

April 23 Matthew 24:36-51 Genesis 6:9-22; 7:1-10 John 14:3

April 30 Matthew 26:17-30 Matthew 26:17-30 Luke 22:19

May 7 Matthew 26:36-46 Matthew 26:36-46 Matthew 26:39

May 14 Matthew 26:63-75 Matthew 26:69-75 1 Peter 3:15

May 21 Matthew 28:1-15 John 21:1-13 John 21:12

May 28 Matthew 28:16-20 Matthew 28:6-10,16-20 Matthew 28:19-20

MATTHEW - The latter chapters in the Book of Matthew deal primarily with the end of Jesus’ life. Preschoolers will hear and 
learn about Jesus’ encounters with people and the lessons He taught them. Children will discover they can tell about Jesus. 

Explore the Bible: P resc hool Leader Guide110

ETB_Preschool_LDR-Win2016-17.indd   110 6/22/16   11:05 AM



Tools For Digging Deep!
PRESCHOOL  TOOL K IT
� e resources you need to lead one class:
• One Preschool Leader Guide
• One set of Preschool Activity Pages
• One Preschool Leader Pack
• One Enhanced CD

LEAD ER GUID E
Help preschoolers dig into the Bible.
• Leader-friendly session plans for small- and large-group learning
• Sensory approach to exploring the Bible for pre-readers
•   Exploration activities to encourage preschoolers to dig, explore, and 

discover Bible truths

ACT IV ITY P AGES
Engage preschoolers in class and continue learning at home.
• Weekly Bible story pages with colorful illustrations
•  Fun-to-do Bible-focused activities related to Bible content and 

application

LEAD ER P ACK
Filled with leader-friendly resources that make teaching easy.
• Teacher helps
• Visual aids
• Story pictures
• Posters
• Games
• Bible memory tools

ENHANCED  CD
• Bible-related songs
• Music for movement and rest time
• Printable teacher tools and session helps

PRESCHOOL  TOOL K IT WIT H W ORSHIP
• Second-hour option 
• Kid-friendly worship experience that reinforces every weekly session

For free online training on how to lead a group, visit 
ministrygrid.com/ web/ explorethebible.
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ADMIT BELIEVE CONFESS

THE GOSPEL 
GOD’S PLAN FOR ME

The word gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the 
kingdom of God, and salvation. 

GOD RULES. The Bible tells us God created everything, including you and 
me, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to recite Genesis 1:1 from 
memory or read it from his Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 and Colossians 1:16-17.

WE SINNED. Since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey 
God (Romans 3:23). The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be 
around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s punishment of death 
(Romans 6:23).

GOD PROVIDED. Read John 3:16 aloud. God sent His Son, Jesus, the 
perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. 
It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on our own. Jesus alone saves us. 
Read Ephesians 2:8-9.

JESUS GIVES. Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, 
and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed 
into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read Romans 5:8; 
2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

WE RESPOND. We can respond to Jesus. “The ABCs of Becoming 
a Christian” is a simple tool that helps us remember how to respond when 
prompted by the Holy Spirit to the gift Jesus offers.

Admit to God that you are a sinner. 
The fi rst people God created chose 
to sin and disobey God. Ever since 

then, all people have chosen to sin and 
disobey (Romans 3:23). Tell God you 
messed up and you are sorry for doing 
your own thing and turning away from 
Him through your thoughts, words, and 
actions. Repent, turn away from your sin. 
(Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:9) Repent doesn’t 
just mean turning from doing bad things 
to doing good things. It means turning 
from sin and even from your own good 
works and turning to Jesus, trusting only 
in Him to save you.

Believe that Jesus is God’s 
Son and receive God’s gift 
of forgiveness from sin. You 
must believe that only Jesus can save you 
and you cannot save yourself from your 
sin problem—not even by praying to God, 
going to church, or reading your Bible. 
Your faith or your trust is only in Jesus 
and what He did for you through His life, 
death, and resurrection. (Acts 16:31; 
Acts 4:12; John 14:6; Ephesians 2:8-9)

Confess your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior 
and Lord. Tell God and tell others what 
you believe. If Jesus is your Savior, you are 
trusting only in Him to save you. Jesus is 
also Lord, which means He is in charge 
and calling the shots in your life. You can 
start following Him and doing what He 
says in the Bible. You are born again into 
a new life and look forward to being with 
God forever. (Romans 10:9-10,13)

Explore the Bible: Books of the Bible Posters  are a bright and colorful 
addition to any kids area! Kids will soak in interesting facts for each book, including 
author, audience, and purpose. Each book poster is color-coded according to the 
division of the Bible in which it belongs.

Order today!
005681346  • $29.99

1.800.458.2772 • lifeway.com/explorethebible

range to
bottom edge

range to
bottom edge

Kids

Kids

2 THESSALO
NIA

NS

JO
HN

M
ATTHEW

M
A

RK

LU
KE

LAW

RO
M

A
NS

1 CO
RINTHIA

NS

2 CO
RINTHIA

NS

GALATIA
NS

EPHESIA
NS

PHILIPPIA
NS

CO
LO

SSIA
NS

1 THESSALO
NIA

NS

1 TIM
O

THY

2 TIM
O

THY

HISTORY

JO
B

PRO
V

ERBS
PSALM

S

ECCLESIA
STES

DA
NIEL

NA
HU

M

SO
NG O

F SO
NGS

POETRY & WISDOM

GENESIS

EXO
DU

S

LEV
ITICU

S

NU
M

BER
S

DEU
TERO

NO
M

Y

HO
SEA

TITU
S

PHILEM
O

N

M
ICA

H

O
BADIA

H

MINOR PROPHETS

MAJOR PROPHETS

REVELATION

ISA
IA

H

JEREM
IA

H

LAM
ENTATIO

NS

EZEKIEL

HABAKKU
K

ZECHA
RIA

H
HAGGA

I

M
A

LA
CHI

AM
O

S
JO

EL

JO
NA

H

ZEPHA
NIA

H

GOSPELS HISTORY

HEBREW
S

JAM
ES

1 PETER

1 JO
HN

2 JO
HN

ACTS

2 KINGS

JO
SHUA

JU
DGES

RU
TH

1 CHRO
NICLES

2 CHRO
NICLES

EZRA

ESTHER

1 SAM
U

EL

2 SAM
U

EL

1 KINGS

NEHEM
IA

H

2 PETER

JU
DE

3 JO
HN

PAUL’S LETTERS

GENERAL LETTERS
PROPHECY

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.

HELP KIDS 
NAVIGATE THE BIBLE!

INCLUDES ONE POSTER FOR EACH BOOK!

ETB_ad_BooksofBible.indd   1 1/29/16   12:03 PM

Explore the Bible: P resc hool Leader Guide112

ETB_Preschool_LDR-Win2016-17.indd   112 6/22/16   11:05 AM



Explore the Bible: Books of the Bible Posters  are a bright and colorful 
addition to any kids area! Kids will soak in interesting facts for each book, including 
author, audience, and purpose. Each book poster is color-coded according to the 
division of the Bible in which it belongs.

Order today!
005681346  • $29.99

1.800.458.2772 • lifeway.com/explorethebible
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