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The Bible tells us that God originally planned 
a world that worked perfectly—where 
everything and everyone fit together in 
harmony. God made each of us with a 
purpose—to worship Him and walk with Him. 
(See Genesis 1:31 and Psalm 19:1.)

Life doesn’t work when we ignore God and His 
original design for our lives. We selfishly insist 
on doing things our own way. The Bible calls 
this sin. Sin leads to a place of brokenness. 
The consequence of our sin is separation from 
God—in this life and for all of eternity. (See 
Romans 3:23 and Romans 6:23.)

At this point we need a remedy—some good 
news. Because of His love, God did not leave 
us in our brokenness. Jesus, God in human 
flesh, came to us and lived perfectly according 
to God’s Design. Jesus came to rescue us—to 
do for us what we could not do for ourselves. 
He took our sin and shame to the cross, paying 
the penalty of our sin by His death. Jesus was 
then raised from the dead—to provide the 
only way for us to be rescued and restored 
to a relationship with God. (See John 3:16, 
Colossians 2:14, and 1 Corinthians 15:3-4.)

We don’t have the power to escape this 
brokenness on our own. We need to be 
rescued. We must ask God to forgive us—
turning from sin to trust in Jesus. This is what 
it means to repent and believe. Believing, 
we receive new life through Jesus. God turns 
our lives in a new direction. (See Mark 1:15, 
Ephesians 2:8-9, and Romans 10:9.)

When God restores our relationship to Him, 
we begin to discover meaning and purpose 
in a broken world. Now we can pursue God’s 
Design in all areas of our lives. God’s Spirit 
empowers us to recover His Design and 
assures us of His presence in this life and 
for all of eternity. (See Philippians 2:13 and 
Ephesians 2:10.)

Now that you have heard this Good News, 
God wants you to respond to Him. You can 
talk to Him using words like these: My life is 
broken—I recognize it’s because of my sin. I 
believe Christ came to live, die, and was raised 
from the dead—to rescue me from my sin. 
Forgive me. I turn from my selfish ways and 
put my trust in You. I know that Jesus is Lord 
of all, and I will follow Him.

Excerpted from Life on Mission: A Simple Way to Share 
the Gospel.

LIFE BY DESIGN

We live in a broken world. This brokenness is seen in suffering, violence, 
poverty, pain, and death around us. Brokenness leads  
us to search for a way to make LIFE work.
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A WORD FROM THE GENERAL EDITOR
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We all need an encouraging word from time to time. 
Life is tough. For some, life’s circumstances have 
been crushing. We need to know God is present and 
will comfort those who have been afflicted.

The Books of 1,2 Peter were written by one of Jesus’ 
closest friends. As one of the original disciples, Peter 
witnessed the persecution, arrest, crucifixion, and 
resurrection of his Savior. In these letters, he wrote to 
believers who were facing hostility for their faith. 

Peter drew on his experiences with Jesus to strengthen believers. He urged 
them to see their trials as a way to increase their faith. We need the same 
message. Oppression is not the end. Because of the eternal hope we have in 
Christ, we can look beyond our current troubles and rest in God’s power. 

Jude’s message is similar to Peter’s. This short letter was written to 
encourage believers to keep their hope strong. Though as believers we 
may face heresy and harassment, the gospel is sufficient. The Word of God 
sustains our hearts and matures our faith through any trial we encounter, 
whether from people or any spiritual power.

I pray that you will discover similar encouragement as your group studies 
these biblical books. God intends for His people to thrive, no matter what 
life throws our way. This portion of God’s Word will show you how.

With hope for your future,

Jeff Iorg

Jeff Iorg is president of Gateway Seminary, SBC (formerly 
Golden Gate Seminary). He has authored numerous books, 
including The Case for Antioch and his latest, Ministry 
in the New Marriage Culture. Dr. Iorg maintains a 
leadership resources website at www.JeffIorg.com.

© 2016 LifeWay



6 E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e6 E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e

INTRODUCTION TO 1,2 PETER; JUDE
One of the remarkable characteristics of the New Testament is its ongoing 
relevance. Human knowledge and society have changed exponentially since 
the first century A.D. Yet people still need to experience God’s redemptive 
grace and to grow in committed discipleship to Christ. They need an ever-
deepening understanding of Jesus’ teachings and how those teachings relate 
to daily living. As today’s culture becomes increasingly hostile to Christian 
values, believers need strong encouragement in the face of ridicule and 
outright opposition. They also need the caution to be alert to and dismissive 
of false teachings that are promoted as sound Christian doctrine. 

Early Christians faced dual threats that impacted their commitment to 
Christ. One growing threat was persecution. At first, mistreatment was 
localized; it came from pagans who ridiculed and ostracized believers whose 
lifestyles were radically different. In time, however, persecution erupted 
from a hostile Roman government. A second threat was false teachings 
that denied Jesus’ humanity, deity, and second coming while advocating 
the freedom to satisfy sensual appetites and drives at one’s pleasure. Peter 
and Jude wrote to counter these serious threats that Christians faced; they 
encouraged believers to remain firmly fixed in their faith in Jesus Christ.

  1 PETER

Writer—As was customary in first-century letters, the writer of 1 Peter 
identified himself at the outset: “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ” (1:1). 
Readers (or hearers) readily would take this statement to refer to Simon 
Peter, the fisherman-apostle who became the leader of Jesus’ chosen band of 
disciples. Although some modern scholars have questioned whether Simon 
Peter, the son of John and brother of Andrew, wrote the letter, the internal 
evidence of statements in 1:1 and 5:1 (“as a … witness to the sufferings of the 
Messiah”) and the early church’s acceptance of Peter’s authorship support 
him as the writer. Peter well may have dictated the letter to Silvanus, which 
could account for its excellent Greek (see 5:12).  

Date and Place of Writing—Based on the tradition that Peter was martyred 
during Nero’s persecution of Christians in Rome beginning in A.D. 64, many 
Bible students conclude that Peter wrote his first epistle about A.D. 63. If the 
term “Babylon” in 5:13 is to be taken literally, then Peter wrote from Babylon in 
Mesopotamia. More likely, however, Peter used that term figuratively to refer 
to Rome and to remind Christians they were exiles in their environments.

© 2016 LifeWay
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Thus, he wrote the letter either while in Rome or in the presence of Christians 
from Rome. Christian tradition places Peter in Rome toward the close of his 
life and concludes that he was martyred there. 

Recipients, Occasion, and Purpose—As 1 Peter 1:1-2 implies, the letter was 
written to groups—probably churches—composed of Jewish and Gentile 
Christians. Some congregations may have been made up predominantly 
of Gentile believers. In any case, the recipients were experiencing local, 
sporadic, yet severe persecution in the forms of opposition, discrimination, 
ridicule, and mistreatment. Peter wrote to encourage believers to persevere 
in their faith in the face of persecution. He stressed they were God’s people 
on pilgrimage, journeying toward the fulfillment of their salvation (1:4).

Key Themes—First Peter revolves around the major theme of suffering. 
Peter emphasized the reality of suffering as a consequence of faithfulness 
to Christ. He encouraged believers to follow Christ’s example of enduring 
suffering. They were not to suffer because of wrongdoing, but if they were 
persecuted it should be because they were living out their new life in Christ.

Believers were God’s new people, a holy priesthood in God’s spiritual 
temple. As such, they were to perform good works. Peter counseled wives and 
husbands to live together in harmony. Christians were to counter evil and 
insults against them with blessing. They were to love one another and use 
their spiritual gifts in ministry. Church leaders were to be examples for their 
congregations. Finally, Peter urged believers to remain firm in their faith. 

  2 PETER

Writer—Conservative interpreters affirm that the apostle Peter wrote 
2 Peter. They point to 1:1, where the writer identified himself as “Simeon 
Peter, a slave and an apostle of Jesus Christ.” In 1:14, the writer referenced 
Jesus’ prediction concerning his death, and in 1:16-18 he stated that he was 
an eyewitness to Jesus’ transfiguration. In 3:1, he wrote, “This is now the 
second letter I have written to you.” Some interpreters have questioned Peter’s 
authorship of 2 Peter, citing the letter’s late acceptance by the church, the 
striking difference in the Greek text from that of 1 Peter, the fully developed 
Gnosticism reflected in the letter, and the reference to Paul’s writings.

The approach in this commentary is that Simon Peter, Jesus’ apostle, 
wrote both 1 and 2 Peter. He used Silvanus as his scribe in writing 1 Peter 
and either used a different scribe for 2 Peter or wrote the letter himself. 

Date and Place of Writing—Peter likely wrote his second letter shortly after 
sending the first one—that is, in the early A.D. 60s. Presumably he wrote it 
while in Rome, where he wrote the first letter. 

© 2016 LifeWay
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Recipients, Occasion, and Purpose—The recipients probably were the same 
believers addressed in 1 Peter 1:1. Peter wrote the second letter because 
heretical teachers were threatening to undermine the gospel message. These 
false teachers likely were early Gnostics who taught that salvation came 
through secret knowledge they could dispense. Gnostics believed spirit was 
good and flesh was evil; thus, they denied the incarnation on the basis that 
the totally good God could not take on evil human flesh. Gnostics denied 
both Jesus’ humanity and His deity; thus, they also rejected Christ’s return. 
Peter wrote to refute these teachers and their false teachings.

Key Themes—Peter stoutly defended Christian teachings transmitted 
through the apostles. He stressed: (1) true knowledge of God through a 
faith-relationship with Christ, (2) the certainty of Christ’s return, (3) the 
imperative that believers live holy and godly lives as they awaited the Day 
of the Lord, (4) the reality of final judgment, (5) God’s inspiration of the 
Scriptures, (6) God’s patience and compassion in delaying Christ’s return, 
and (7) believers’ growth in faith and grace. 

  JUDE

Writer and Date—The writer identified himself as “Jude, a slave of Jesus 
Christ and a brother of James” (Jude 1). Conservative interpreters view the 
writer as Jude (short for Judas), one of Jesus’ half-brothers (see Mark 6:3). 
Jude’s brother James was another of Jesus’ half-brothers who became the 
leader of the Jerusalem church. The approach in this commentary is that 
Jude, Jesus’ half-brother, wrote the letter sometime in the A.D. 60s.

Recipients, Occasion, and Purpose—Jude did not identify his letter’s 
recipients. Guesses include churches in Syria or the Roman province of Asia. 
The recipients likely were a mixed audience, perhaps predominantly Jewish 
believers. Jude’s purpose was to combat false teachers, probably Gnostics who 
were undermining believers’ faith—the body of accepted Christian beliefs 
transmitted through the apostles. Jude urged believers to remain faithful.

Key Themes—Jude exhorted believers to (1) remain committed to the 
authentic body of Christian doctrine they had received, (2) grow spiritually, 
(3) pray in the Spirit, (4) live in God’s love, (5) anticipate Christ’s return, and 
(6) rescue wavering believers from doubt and error.

Jude exhorted his letter’s recipients “to contend for the faith that was 
delivered to the saints once for all” (Jude 3). In the arena of today’s conflicted 
culture, believers likewise are called to vigorously defend and advance the 
gospel’s insistence that people need God’s redeeming grace and that Christ’s 
guidelines for living not only are relevant but also are imperative.

© 2016 LifeWay
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OUTLINE OF 1,2 PETER; JUDE

1 Peter

I.   Finding Identity in Jesus (1:1–2:10)

II.  Living as Foreigners (2:11–4:11)

III.  Thriving in Persecution (4:12–5:14) 

2 Peter

I.   Experiencing Grace (1:1-11)

II.  Trusted Eyewitness (1:12-21)

III.  Exposing False Teachers (2:1-22)

IV.  Expecting Jesus’ Return (3:1-18) 

Jude

I.  Contending for the Faith (1-25)

© 2016 LifeWay
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A Living Hope
Jesus’ resurrection gives believers a living hope.

What do you consider to be the most overused and misapplied word in the 
English language? I cast my vote for the word love. We use it to express how 
we feel about everything from cars to favorite foods, from sports teams to 
someone’s new outfit, from music and movies to friends and family. Surely 
we do not feel the same intense emotion for a casserole as we do for our 
spouses—or we do so to our peril! 

If love sits atop the list of overstretched words, the term hope runs a close 
second. It is commonly used to refer to things we want or anticipate yet have 
some degree of doubt about obtaining. We hope for a good medical report, a 
job opportunity, a promotion, a comfortable retirement, or a good outcome 
for others. At times, we may have high hopes for something; at other times, 
our hopes crash and burn. 

The Grammy-winning ballad “You Light Up My Life” is an ode of gratitude 
addressed to an unnamed someone who brought light and hope into another 
person’s life. In contrast to the ballad, an inspiring hymn text written by 
Edward Mote more than a hundred years earlier leaves no doubt as to the 
identity of the real Hope-giver. The hymn declares that Jesus is the source of 
sure and lasting hope (“The Solid Rock,” No. 511, The Worship Hymnal, 2008).  

This session emphasizes the New Testament meaning of hope; it reminds 
Christians that in Christ’s resurrection God has given them a living hope. 
It also challenges believers to present the good news with its sustained note 
of hope to people who are desperately searching for something solid to which 
they can hold in turbulent times. 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
1 PETER 1:1-12

In written correspondence today, the writer’s name usually appears at the 
conclusion of a message. In Peter’s day, however, letter writers commonly 

Session 1 > 1 Peter 1:3-9

© 2016 LifeWay



11Se ssion 1:   A Living Hope

began their letters by identifying themselves and the recipients. Peter 
followed this pattern in 1:1. He identified himself using only the Greek 
name Jesus had given him (see Matt. 16:18) rather than Simon, his Hebrew 
name, or a combination of the two. By the time Peter wrote, he no doubt 
was well known among Christians by his Greek name. He added that he was 
“an apostle of Jesus Christ.” An apostle was a person sent on a mission with 
the authority of the sender. Jesus the Messiah had called Peter to be one 
of His twelve apostles, giving them the authority to represent Him as His 
messengers. At the letter’s outset, Peter made clear his message was backed 
by Christ’s authority.

Peter addressed his letter to believers in five Roman provinces located in 
the region of modern-day Turkey. The order in which the provinces were listed 
may suggest the letter-bearer’s route. The letter’s recipients were believers 
dispersed in various locations and described as sojourners or pilgrims on 
their way to their heavenly home. The churches addressed likely were made 
up of Jewish and Gentile Christians, with Gentile Christians predominant. 

Peter described Christians as God’s elect, chosen according to His 
foreknowledge (1 Pet. 1:2). That is, in His eternal redemptive purpose, God 
had taken the initiative to save people who chose to place faith in Him. 
The New Testament is clear that God took the initiative in salvation while 
allowing for human choice (obedience). The Holy Spirit had set believers apart 
to obey God and to be cleansed of their sins through Jesus’ sacrificial death. 
Peter closed his greeting with a prayer that believers would receive “grace” 
(God’s undeserved gift, His goodness in action) and “peace” (wholeness, 
completeness under God’s rule) in abundance.

In 1:3-4, Peter praised God for His great gifts through His Son. These gifts 
included new birth, a living hope, and a sure inheritance reserved in heaven. 
The gifts issued from Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.

Peter assured believers that, through their faith, God’s power made their 
salvation secure (1:5). The fulfillment or completion of their salvation would 
occur at Christ’s return and history’s close. 

In 1:6-7, Peter acknowledged that even though believers were experiencing 
difficulties, they were able to rejoice, probably because of the assurances 
given in 1:3-5. Their trials refined their faith. Opposition was testing them 
and was demonstrating their faith was genuine. At Christ’s return, their 
faithfulness under pressure would result in “praise, glory, and honor” (1:7).

Peter affirmed believers’ love for and faith in Jesus, whom they had never 
seen. They greatly rejoiced because they were moving toward the completion 
of their salvation (1:8-9). 

In 1:10-12, Peter reminded believers of the matchless privilege they enjoyed. 
Old Testament prophets, inspired by the Holy Spirit, prophesied concerning the 

© 2016 LifeWay
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grace that came to Christians—Christ’s redemptive sufferings and the glories 
that stemmed from those sufferings. The prophets closely examined God’s 
promised deliverance in an attempt to determine the time and circumstances 
of its fulfillment (1:10-11). By revelation, the prophets understood they were 
ministering to people in the future who would receive the promise. Spirit-
inspired heralds who proclaimed the gospel to the recipients of Peter’s letter 
fulfilled the prophets’ predictions. Angels were amazed spectators of the 
wondrous salvation God provided through Christ (1:12). 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
HOPE DISCOVERED (1 Pet. 1:3-4)

In a context of worship, Peter extolled God for His incredible mercy expressed 
in His creative work of salvation that provided a living hope. Peter sought to 
encourage believers who were encountering hardships because of their faith.

VERSE 3 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. According to 
His great mercy, He has given us a new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 
We get the English word eulogy from a form of the Greek term translated 
praise (“blessed,” KJV). The Greek word means “well-spoken of” or 
“honored,” and the form in 1 Peter 1:3 was used only in reference to God. 
Peter identified the recipient of his praise: the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. During His earthly ministry, Jesus referred to God as His God 
(see John 20:17) and His Father (see John 2:16). As the incarnate Son, He 
was God’s revelation of Himself and obediently fulfilled the Father’s will. 

For the only time in his letter, Peter used the designation Lord Jesus 
Christ. This full title, which occurs often in Paul’s writings, emphasizes 
Jesus’ identity and redemptive role. The word Lord expressed Jesus’ deity. In 
the Septuagint [sep TOO uh jint], a major Greek translation of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, the Greek term for Lord was used to render the Hebrew name 
Yahweh, God’s sacred covenant name (see Ex. 3:15). The term Jesus is the 
Greek equivalent of the Hebrew name Joshua, meaning “Yahweh is salvation” 
or “Yahweh saves.” In Matthew 1:21, an angel instructed Joseph to give 
the name Jesus to the Son to be born to Mary because He would “save His 
people from their sins.” The Greek term translated Christ is the equivalent of 
the Hebrew word rendered Messiah, meaning “Anointed One”—that is, the 

© 2016 LifeWay
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promised Deliverer. Peter’s use of the word our before the full title for Jesus 
highlighted the personal relationship with Him that Peter shared with the 
recipients of his letter. 

In Christ, the one true God who is Father in the highest and best sense 
acted in great (“abundant,” KJV) mercy. The Greek term translated great 
means “much,” “strong,” or “intense.” The term rendered mercy has the sense 
of kindness and goodwill toward people in difficulty that issues in actions 
taken on their behalf. It includes the idea of compassion. God’s mercy was an 
action rather than an emotion; it was His reaching out in forgiveness. 

God has given [believers] a new birth into a living hope. Peter was the 
only New Testament writer to use the Greek term rendered has given … a new 
birth (“hath begotten … again,” KJV; “has caused … to be born again,” ESV). 
A literal translation is “regenerated.” Although the apostles John and Peter 
used different terms in their writings to indicate God’s gift of new birth, 
both stressed that only God can give new life.

My young grandson made his profession of faith and asked me to baptize 
him. I agreed to do so, of course, and felt highly honored that he asked. 
His mother (my daughter) told me that on the way to the church for the 
baptism, he said to his family members: “I get to make a new start.” I cannot 
state salvation’s meaning better than my grandson’s simple but profound 
declaration. Jesus makes possible a new beginning for everyone who will 
place faith in Him.

New birth brings with it a living hope. The word hope does not convey 
wishful thinking or express uncertainty but has the sense of confident 
expectation based on God’s ability. The hope God gives is genuine, certain, 
effective, and enduring. Believers’ hope is a vital, energizing force that is 
active in the present and provides confidence for the future. 

We cannot generate hope through sheer human will. That we understand 
the difference between the living hope that God gives and the common 
concept of hope is vital. People’s hope too often is based on human resources 
and has an element of uncertainty. Hope based on happenstance or human 
ability can and does die. Christians’ hope is based on God’s ability; such hope 
never dies. 

The new birth and enduring hope come through (“by,” KJV) the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Greek term rendered through means “by 
means of” or “on the basis of.” Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is the heart 
of the gospel (see Acts 2:24; 13:29-30). God’s raising Jesus from the dead 
gave eternal proof that Jesus is God’s Son, the Savior. Paul wrote that Jesus 
was “declared to be the powerful Son of God by the resurrection from the 
dead” (Rom. 1:4). The resurrection gave irrefutable evidence of His deity. The 
good news is that the living Lord gives new life and a living hope. 
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VERSE 4

and into an inheritance that is imperishable, uncorrupted, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you. 
A second gift the new birth brings believers is a sure and eternal inheritance. 
In Peter’s time, inheritance involved disposition of possessions after a 
person’s death and is reflected in the New Testament (see Luke 12:13). In 
the background is the Israelites’ inheriting the promised land by lots (see 
Num. 26:52-56). In the New Testament, the term often referred to believers’ 
inheriting eternal life, and Peter used the word here in that sense. 

Peter employed three vivid words to characterize what awaited believers. 
Imperishable translates a Greek term that means “enduring,” “undying,” 
or “incorruptible.” It describes something that is not subject to decay or of 
being ravaged. The word rendered uncorrupted (“undefiled,” KJV, ESV; “can 
never … spoil,” NIV) means “unsoiled,” “pure,” and “unimpaired.” Unfading 
translates a Greek word that means “not withering,” as with a flower that is 
not subject to blight and thus retains its grace and beauty. 
 

Peter assured believers their inheritance was being kept (“reserved,” KJV) 
in heaven for them. The Greek term rendered kept means “watched over,” 
“attended carefully,” “guarded,” or “taken care of.” The word’s tense has the 
force of an action that began in the past and continues in the present. Peter 
may have meant that reserving or laying up believers’ inheritance occurred 
when they placed their faith in Jesus, and it continues to be kept secure. 
The word heaven refers to God’s immediate presence in eternity. Because God 
guards the inheritance (continued life with Him), it is and will remain secure. 

HOPE ASSURED (1 Pet. 1:5)

VERSE 5

You are being protected by God’s power through faith for a 
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article titled “Inheritance” on page 817 in the Holman Illustrated 
Bible Dictionary. How does your understanding of the inheritance 
that awaits you as a believer impact your daily living? How does such 
awareness strengthen your worship and service? 
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The recipients of Peter’s letter were facing opposition because of their faith. 
Peter sought to assure them of God’s presence and activity on their behalf. 
They were being protected (“kept,” KJV) by God’s power. Peter used a tense 
that conveys an ongoing protection, as that of a military detachment posted 
on continuous guard. What a powerful image to convey needed truth! God 
was standing guard over His people. His doing so did not mean they would not 
encounter difficulties, opposition, and pain. They already were experiencing 
some degree of persecution for their faith. God was watching over believers in 
the sense of empowering them to persevere in the face of difficulties.

The word Peter used for power means “strength,” ability,” “energy,” and 
“force.” The source of protective power is God; the means of access is the 
believer’s faith. The Greek word translated faith means “trust,” “firm 
conviction,” and “faithfulness.” It carries the ideas of commitment and 
obedience. Peter likely had in mind here the believer’s ongoing faithfulness 
to Christ, not the initial, one-time act of placing faith in Christ. 

God’s sovereign power was guarding believers for (literally, “into”) a 
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. Believers’ new birth 
brought them a living hope (1:3), a sure inheritance, (1:4), and a salvation to 
be revealed in the future (1:5). Salvation is dependent on God and not on 
people’s ability or goodness. In the New Testament, salvation is presented 
as past, present, and future. When people place their faith in Jesus, they are 
saved from their sins and are given new life. Believers also are being saved 
in the present in the sense that God keeps them secure as they grow toward 
spiritual maturity. Their salvation will be fulfilled, or completed, when they 
enter God’s immediate presence in eternity. Thus, salvation’s fulfillment will 
occur in the last time. 

Peter was the only New Testament writer to use the specific phrase the last 
time. The Greek word for time here can mean “suitable or opportune season” 
or “fit or appointed moment.” It could refer either to a particular moment 
or to a limited period of time. In 1 Peter 1:5, it most likely refers to Jesus’ 
return, the culmination of history. At His chosen moment, God is prepared 
to reveal salvation’s completion.

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the section “New Testament” in the article titled “Salvation” 
on pages 1434-1435 in the Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary. Write 
an account of your conversion experience. What did and does your 
conversion experience mean to you today? In what ways are you presently 
seeking to grow toward spiritual maturity?
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HOPE CELEBRATED (1 Pet. 1:6-9)   

VERSE 6

You rejoice in this, though now for a short time you have had to 
struggle in various trials 
In the Greek text, the phrase in this (“wherein,” KJV) comes first in the 
sentence. To what does it refer? Suggestions include (1) “Lord Jesus Christ” 
in 1:3, (2) “God’s power” in 1:5, (3) the entire material in 1:3-5, and (4) the 
expectancy of God’s fit or opportune time (1:5). An alternate suggestion is 
that the phrase refers to the new birth and salvation’s anticipated fulfillment. 
The Greek word translated rejoice (“greatly rejoice,” NIV) has the force of 
lively, exultant joy, a jubilant and grateful celebration of God’s activity. 
Although the term rejoice could be taken as a command, Peter most likely 
used it to indicate that beleaguered believers were expressing their joy. 

Believers were rejoicing in spite of their various trials (“manifold 
temptations,” KJV; “all kinds of trials,” NIV). The Greek term rendered various 
means “different colors,” “different kinds,” “diverse,” and “manifold.” The 
word was used to describe a leopard’s skin, the veins in marble, and a robe’s 
embroidering. The term trials can refer either to temptations—enticements 
to commit sin—or tests in the form of character-proving adversities. Peter 
used the word in reference to the persecutions believers faced.

Christians to whom Peter wrote struggled with opposition from all sides 
and in multiple forms. The Greek word translated have had to struggle 
literally is “having been grieved (pained, distressed).” The words have had 
render a Greek phrase that means “if need be” (KJV) or “if necessary” (ESV). 
The phrasing calls for a condition that is fulfilled: “if it is necessary, and it 
is.” The Greek word can indicate a moral or spiritual necessity. However, it 
can also carry the sense of necessity arising from circumstances or others’ 
actions. Christians can expect to encounter opposition because of their 
faith. The phrase now for a short time (“now for a season,” KJV) reminded 
believers that their pain inflicted by the gospel’s opponents was temporary. 
When compared with their eternal inheritance, their distress was brief.  

I do not believe Peter meant that God expressly wants believers to suffer 
the pain of persecution. What loving and caring father would deliberately 
desire for his children to suffer harm just to see how they would react? Since 
God is infinitely greater, more righteous, and more loving than any human 
father, I do not believe He intentionally wants His children to suffer at the 
hands of the gospel’s enemies. I believe, rather, that Peter was emphasizing 
a reality of living in a sin-dominated world. In other words, believers’ 
faithfulness to Christ in their pagan environments inevitably gave rise to 
opposition that caused them pain and tested their faith. The same is true 
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for Christians today. Faithfulness to Christ in an increasingly pagan society 
incurs opposition that takes various forms. God’s desire is to encourage and 
strengthen believers so they can endure and grow in their faith.

VERSE 7

so that the genuineness of your faith—more valuable than gold, 
which perishes though refined by fire—may result in praise, 
glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
Peter urged believers to use their “various trials” (1:6) to demonstrate the 
genuineness of [their] faith. Their attitude toward the ill treatment they 
endured was crucial. The Greek term rendered genuineness (“trial,” KJV) was 
used of metals that were tested and approved. It also was used of examining 
individuals seeking to become medical doctors to determine whether they 
were qualified. Whatever the degree or intensity of believers’ hardships, 
those difficulties could demonstrate the approved character of their faith. 

Peter referred to the familiar process of refining gold to emphasize the 
infinite value of believers’ faith. Fire was used to remove impurities from 
gold, which though valuable would eventually perish. Believers’ ongoing 
commitment to Christ was more valuable (“much more precious,” KJV; “of 
greater worth,” NIV) than gold. 

Believers’ faith, tested and found to be genuine, would result (“might be 
found,” KJV) in praise, glory, and honor at Christ’s return. The three Greek 
terms are closely related in meaning. Peter could have meant that God would 
commend, glorify, and honor believers. On the other hand, he may have 
meant that believers’ enduring faithfulness would praise, glorify, and honor 
God. In a real sense, both possibilities are true. 

VERSE 8

You love Him, though you have not seen Him. And though not 
seeing Him now, you believe in Him and rejoice with inexpressible 
and glorious joy, 

EXPLORE FURTHER
In our society, what forms does opposition to Christianity take? What do 
you think is the most prevalent expression of opposition? What has been 
the cost of faithfulness to Christ for you?
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Peter knew and acknowledged believers’ love for Jesus, even though they had 
not seen Him. They had heard the gospel and believed the essentials: Jesus 
was God’s Son, the Messiah and Savior who came, ministered, was crucified, 
and was raised to life. They had not been eyewitnesses of the incarnate 
Jesus, yet they continued in their love for Him. Possibly, Jesus’ statement in 
John 20:29 was in the background of Peter’s words. In response to Thomas’s 
confession of faith on seeing the Risen Lord, Jesus said: “Because you have 
seen Me, you have believed. Those who believe without seeing are blessed.”

Without seeing Jesus, the recipients of Peter’s epistle continued to believe 
in Him. The Greek term rendered believe comes from the same basic word 
translated “faith” in 1 Peter 1:5,7. Because the English language has no verb 
for “to faith” or “faithing,” the Greek word is commonly rendered “believe” or 
“believing.” To believe in Jesus means placing faith in Him, trusting Him for 
salvation. It is committing oneself to Him in obedient, faithful discipleship.

Years ago, in a book titled The Cost of Discipleship, the German theologian 
and pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer sounded a strong warning against people’s 
proclaiming and falling victim to what he called “cheap grace.” The deadly 
illusion that people can accept God’s gift of grace—forgiveness of their 
sins—without following Jesus in committed, costly discipleship is false. 
The alarm Bonhoeffer sounded reverberates in our time when arguably the 
most popular religion is an “easy Christianity” or “cultural Christianity” that 
places little or no demand on its adherents.

Incredibly, the believers to whom Peter wrote rejoiced with inexpressible 
and glorious joy while they experienced hardship. They celebrated with 
joy they had no words to describe. The term glorious may have the sense of 
heavenly radiance or could refer to the radiance of the coming revelation of 
Christ (see 1:7). In the New Testament, joy is not to be equated with the 
fleeting emotions of pleasure and happiness. Christians’ joy is a settled 
confidence that they remain in God’s grace no matter what comes. It is a 
celebration of His presence, care, and secure hold on believers’ lives. 

VERSE 9

because you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of 
your souls. 
Believers were rejoicing because they were receiving the goal (“obtaining 
the outcome,” ESV) of their faith. The term receiving means “carrying 
off for oneself” and was used of a prize a person won. The word’s form is 
significant, because it conveys the sense of an action already in process. In 
the New Testament, believers are depicted as living in a tension between 
“now” and “not yet.” In other words, believers already are saved (justified) and 
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are being saved (sanctified), yet they also live in the expectancy of salvation’s 
completion (glorified) in the future. The Greek term rendered goal carries 
the idea of the outcome, issue, or finish of something. Thus, believers’ faith 
would reach its full realization or fulfillment in God’s immediate presence 
in eternity.

The completion of believers’ faith would be the salvation of [their] souls. 
Faith would result in full and final deliverance. The singular of the Greek 
word translated souls means “breath (of life),” thus “life.” The Greeks viewed 
the soul as inhabiting a body, as the inner part of a person. The Hebrew 
concept was that a person is a living soul, a unity—a self (see Gen. 2:7). In 
other words, Peter assured believers that their total beings or selves would 
experience full deliverance. 

Luke 24:13-35 offers a classic example of hope in which an element of 
uncertainty is replaced with solid assurance. On the same day that some 
women discovered Jesus’ empty tomb, two of Jesus’ disciples had left 
Jerusalem to walk to the village of Emmaus. As they walked, they were deep 
in conversation. Unrecognized, Jesus joined them and walked with them. He 
asked what they were discussing. Surprised by the question, the two disciples 
asked the Stranger if He were the only visitor to Jerusalem who was unaware 
of the day’s events. When Jesus pressed them about what events they meant, 
the two recounted Jesus’ arrest, trial, and crucifixion. They told also of the 
women’s finding Jesus’ tomb empty, of their vision of angels’ announcing 
Jesus’ resurrection, and of some disciples’ verifying their report. During the 
exchange between the two disciples and Jesus, they expressed their bitter 
disappointment concerning Jesus’ death: “We were hoping that He was the 
One who was about to redeem Israel” (Luke 24:21). Later, however, their eyes 
were opened to recognize the Risen Lord. Their encounter gave them a new, 
infinitely different, and vibrant hope by which they could live and serve. 

People in our time desperately need the good news that in Jesus we 
discover a clear picture of God’s grace, mercy, and salvation. Jesus offers a 
living hope to all who place their trust in Him and follow Him in faithful 
discipleship. The promise of a secure salvation gives believers a reason to 
rejoice even when they encounter difficulties.

EXPLORE FURTHER
What are you presently encountering that tests your faith? What resources 
help you maintain a strong commitment to Christ? What do you consider 
the greatest reward for your faithfulness: receiving God’s commendation 
or honoring Him? State the reason for your answer.
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Be Holy
Jesus’ resurrection empowers believers for holy living.

People today often use the word holy without giving much thought to its 
meaning. An unruly, undisciplined child might be called a holy terror. In 
situations of surprise or amazement, people might exclaim: “Holy cow!” 
“Holy Toledo!” or ”Holy Moses!” 

The English word holy comes from a root that has the idea of soundness, 
wholeness, or happiness. Used in a religious sense, it conveys the idea of 
something dedicated to religious use or issuing from God, thus consecrated 
or sacred. Moreover, the term can have the thrust of spiritual perfection or 
purity, of being sinless or saintly. 

Some Christian groups limit the use of the word holy to God—especially 
in reference to God’s unique nature as the Holy Trinity. The prophet Isaiah 
referred to God as “the Holy One of Israel” (1:4; 5:19,24). In Luke 1:35, the 
angel told Mary that the Son she would bear would be “the holy One … [who 
would be] called the Son of God.” In John 14:26, Jesus told His disciples that 
after His departure, God would send “the Counselor, the Holy Spirit.” Only 
God is spiritually perfect and morally flawless. He is in a category by Himself. 
His people, however, are to be holy in the sense of reflecting His character.

This session explores the meaning of believers’ living holy lives and 
identifies their source of power for doing so. It presents the challenge 
of consistently demonstrating a distinctively Christian lifestyle in an 
increasingly pagan society. 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
1 PETER 1:13-25

The word “therefore” in 1:13 alerted the recipients of Peter’s letter that what 
followed was based on what he had written prior to verse 13. In 1:3-12, 
Peter had emphasized that by God’s mercy Christians had received a new 
birth (new life) that brought with it a living hope, a sure inheritance that 

Session 2 > 1 Peter 1:13-25
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God guarded, and a salvation revealed at His appointed time. They were 
encountering opposition that tested and refined their faith, but God’s power 
enabled them to persevere. Because of their faithfulness, they were in the 
process of receiving what prophets had foreseen and angels observed with 
wonder: the fulfillment or completion of salvation.

Because of believers’ incredible privilege of receiving salvation through 
Christ, they were to prepare themselves for action (1:13). They were to be 
self-disciplined and to focus their confident expectation on what they would 
receive at Christ’s unveiling. In their consistent obedience to Him, they 
were not to lapse into their former pagan lifestyles. Instead, they were to 
live holy lives because the God they served is holy (1:14-15). Peter quoted 
God’s repeated command to the Israelites in Leviticus to strengthen his 
exhortation to his letter’s recipients (1 Pet. 1:16).

In 1:17-21, Peter reminded believers they were pilgrims on the way to their 
heavenly home. In their awareness that God is the ultimate Judge of each 
person, they were to live in reverence for Him. Peter stressed that God had 
redeemed believers from the pagan way of life through Christ, the perfect 
sacrifice. Peter stated that from eternity, God determined to provide the way 
of salvation for sinners. God’s raising Jesus from the dead and exalting Him 
were the solid basis of believers’ faith and hope. 

Believers had responded positively to the truth of the gospel and had 
received cleansing from their sins. As a result, they were to love one another 
from pure hearts. Their salvation did not come from a human source but 
from God. It had come through His active, eternal word: the good news of 
salvation in Christ (1:22-23).

In 1:24-25, Peter quoted Isaiah 40:6-8 to contrast frail humanity with 
God’s enduring word. This word was the gospel of salvation proclaimed to 
the recipients of Peter’s letter.

EXPLORE THE TEXT
OBEDIENT (1 Pet. 1:13-16)

VERSE 13

Therefore, with your minds ready for action, be serious and set 
your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 
The Greek word translated therefore (“wherefore,” KJV) can be rendered “for 
this reason” and refers to the new birth—salvation—God provided as a gift 
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of His mercy. In light of their receiving new life from God through Christ, 
believers were to have their minds ready for action (“gird up the loins of your 
mind,” KJV). The Greek term rendered minds referred to intellect, insight, or 
understanding. The phrase translated ready for action presented a vivid image 
drawn from everyday life. Men customarily wore long, flowing robes. For 
freedom of movement, especially when they prepared to run, they would 
tuck the robes’ bottom lengths into their belts so that their legs would not 
become entangled. Using this imagery, Peter urged believers to give careful 
thought to their faith. He wanted them to examine their commitment to 
make sure it was not shallow but solid. Disciplined faith would sustain them 
as they lived it out in a threatening context.

Peter urged believers to be serious (“sober-minded,” ESV). The Greek word 
basically means “to be sober, to avoid intoxication.” In the New Testament, it 
often has the sense of being vigilant and of being calm and collected in spirit. 
It conveys the idea of self-control, of being rightly balanced. Peter wanted 
believers to continue to be solidly grounded mentally and spiritually. They 
were to remain steadfast no matter what they faced.

In 1:3, Peter had emphasized the living hope believers received as a result 
of their new birth. In 1:13, he directed them to set [their] hope completely 
on Christ’s return. As was noted in comments on 1:3, hope in the New 
Testament is confident expectation based on God’s ability, the assurance of 
being held in His grace in the present and into the future. Believers’ hope 
was to be focused on the grace to be brought to [them] at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ (“when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming,” NIV). The 
phrase the grace refers to the completion or fulfillment of believers’ salvation 
when they enter God’s immediate presence in eternity—the inheritance 
to which Peter alluded in 1:4. The Greek term that is rendered to be brought 
literally is “the one being brought” and indicates the process was underway.  

VERSE 14

As obedient children, do not be conformed to the desires of your 
former ignorance. 
Peter exhorted believers to do disciplined thinking about their faith, to 
confidently expect the completion of their salvation at Christ’s return, and 
to be obedient children. Believers were related to God as Father through 
faith in Christ, and obedience was to be a vital characteristic of their living. 
Peter stressed that relationship with God involves much more than giving a 
mental nod to truths expressed about life with Him; commitment to Him 
issues in obedience to His revealed will. In 1:2, Peter had pointed out that 
God’s Spirit had set believers apart for obedience to God (or Christ) and 
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for cleansing from sin through Christ’s death on their behalf. They were to 
exhibit their obedience to Him in their daily living.

Put another way, believers were not to lapse into their former pagan 
lifestyles. They were not to be conformed to (“not fashioning yourselves 
according to,” KJV) the desires of [their] former ignorance. The term 
rendered conformed means “to form or fashion (one’s mind or character) 
according to another’s pattern.” It carries the idea of taking on an outward 
appearance that does not represent the true person. The warning was against 
reverting to a lifestyle that did not express the believer’s new life in Christ. 

The Greek term rendered desires (“lusts,” KJV; “passions,” ESV) is a strong 
word that can be translated “cravings” or “longings.” It has the idea of intense 
desire for something and can be used either in a good or bad sense. In 1 Peter, 
the word consistently occurs with a negative meaning: a strong desire that is 
wrongly directed. In 1 Peter 1:14, it has the sense of evil desires. The phrase 
former ignorance likely refers to both Gentile believers’ and Jewish believers’ 
prior lack of knowledge concerning the one true God and His redemptive 
revelation in Christ. 

Peter’s admonition to first-century Christians speaks with undiminished 
force to believers in our society. American Christians today generally do not 
face extreme persecution. They do face, however, unrelenting pressure to 
abandon biblical truths and to be conformed to an anything-goes culture. In 
the face of such pressure, committed believers consistently must strive “to be 
conformed to the image of [God’s] Son” (Rom. 8:29).

VERSE 15

But as the One who called you is holy, you also are to be holy in all 
your conduct; 
Peter challenged Gentile believers in particular to be holy rather than cave 
in to the pressure to revert to their former pagan lifestyles. The Greek word 
translated holy is a form of the term rendered “set apart” in 1:2. It sometimes 
is translated “sanctified,” and the noun form can be rendered “saint.” The 
verb means “to separate,” “consecrate,” “cleanse,” “purify,” and “to regard 
or reverence as holy.” It has the idea of being distinctively different in the 
best sense. In the New Testament, the root word conveys the idea of being 
cleansed from sin and set apart for service to God.

Peter presented the loftiest possible model for believers’ holiness. God was 
the One who called them. Through Christ, God had called them to salvation 
and to service for Him. God is holy in the sense that He is separate from 
humans and is morally perfect. He is totally other than humans but chooses 
to be present with His people and to be active in history as the Lord of history.
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Peter reminded believers they were to be holy in all [their] conduct (“in 
all you do,” NIV). They were not to conceal the truth that they were Christ’s 
followers. Instead, they were to demonstrate their faith commitment in 
all their speech and actions. The Greek term rendered conduct presented 
the picture of walking back and forth, of turning or wheeling, and then of 
behavior or manner of life. In all their pursuits and interactions, believers 
were to demonstrate their distinctive lifestyles as Christ’s followers. 

VERSE 16

for it is written, Be holy, because I am holy. 
Peter quoted a command that God gave the Israelites five times in Leviticus 
(11:44,45; 19:2; 20:7,26). The repeated command in the law primarily had to 
do with ceremonial cleanliness and highlighted its importance. The Israelites 
were to be distinctively different from other peoples with whom they would 
interact. As God’s covenant people, they were to live by His standards. Peter 
used the Leviticus commands to impress on believers their responsibility to 
demonstrate consistently the new life they received through faith in Christ.  
 

REVERENT (1 Pet. 1:17-21)

VERSE 17

And if you address as Father the One who judges impartially 
based on each one’s work, you are to conduct yourselves in fear 
during the time of your temporary residence. 
Peter continued to challenge believers to demonstrate distinctively Christian 
lifestyles in their pagan, hostile environments. He pointed to a sobering 
truth, not as a threat but as an incentive to holy living. The phrase if you 
address (“since you call on,” NIV) does not convey doubt but has the sense of 
“because you address.” The construction in the Greek text indicates a fulfilled 
condition. That is, the believers did indeed address God as Father. By faith in 
Christ, they had entered God’s family and, as His children, had direct access 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article titled “Holy” on pages 772-773 in the Holman Illustrated 
Bible Dictionary. What evidences are you giving that your lifestyle is 
qualitatively different from non-Christians’ lifestyles? How are you 
demonstrating your awareness that you are set apart for service to God?  
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to Him. God was Jesus’ Father in a unique sense that humans do not share, 
but God also is believers’ Heavenly Father because they are members of His 
family of faith by grace through faith in His Son.

God is a loving Father, but He also expects His children to reflect His 
character in their manner of living. He judges impartially based on each 
one’s work. The Greek term rendered judges can mean “calls to account.” 
Peter may have referred either to final judgment or to an ongoing process. 
God takes note of His children’s behavior and judges fairly because He knows 
them thoroughly. The Greek word translated impartially means “without 
respect of persons.” In other words, God does not play favorites; He is not 
swayed by appearances. The phrase based on each one’s work likely refers to the 
entirety of each believer’s life with its various activities. Relationship with 
God should consistently issue in living that is marked by good works. 

Peter instructed believers to live out of reverence for God’s position as 
Judge. He stressed they were accountable to Him. The reality is that all 
people are accountable to God. Unbelievers are accountable for rejecting 
Jesus; believers are accountable for how they live for Him.  

The phrase during the time of your temporary residence (“your 
sojourning here,” KJV; “your time as foreigners here,” NIV) reminded 
believers they were pilgrims passing through this world on the way to their 
heavenly home. The phrase temporary residence translated a Greek term that 
conveyed the idea of living in a foreign land among people of a different kind. 
The image would not be lost on Christians living in a pagan environment. 
Peter instructed believers to conduct [themselves] in fear (“pass the time … 
in fear,” KJV; “live … in reverent fear,” NIV). In some contexts, the Greek term 
rendered fear can have the senses of terror, fright, or astonishment. In 1:17, 
it probably means “reverential awe.” Reverence for God involves a recognition 
of living every moment in His presence and a determination to please Him. 

VERSE 18

For you know that you were redeemed from your empty way of 
life inherited from the fathers, not with perishable things like 
silver or gold, 
One of the most powerful incentives for faithful, reverent, and productive 
Christian living is the constant awareness of the incredible cost of the 
salvation God has provided. Peter’s audience understood (you know) a basic 
truth of the gospel: Christ died on their behalf. They had been redeemed 
from [their] empty way of life inherited from the fathers. The Greek term 
rendered redeemed likely had a dual reference. God had redeemed the Israelites 
from slavery in Egypt (see Ex. 6:6; 15:13). As God directed, the Israelites then 
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redeemed their firstborn sons by offering sacrifices (see Ex. 13:12-13). The 
Greek term came from first-century slave markets where slaves’ freedom 
could be purchased for a price. The word means “liberated” or “loosed by 
payment of ransom.” The price of believers’ freedom from sin’s bondage was 
not silver or gold coins, which were mere mediums of exchange. 

Peter characterized believers’ former unredeemed manner of life as empty. 
The Greek term means “ineffective,” “fruitless,” or “unprofitable.” It has the 
idea of an attempt’s being futile. The phrase inherited from the fathers probably 
was directed primarily to Gentile believers and referred to the worship of 
idols. Nevertheless, empty religious traditions of any sort that are handed 
down from generation to generation and are used as substitutes for genuine 
relationship with God only pave and repave a dead-end street.

VERSE 19

but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
defect or blemish. 
With the word but, Peter introduced a sharp contrast between silver and 
gold coins used to buy slaves’ freedom and the price paid for believers’ 
redemption from sin’s bondage. Believers’ freedom from sin was purchased 
by the extravagant price of Jesus’ precious blood, His sinless life poured 
out in sacrificial self-giving. The Greek term rendered precious means “costly,” 
“of great price,” or “valuable.” It also can mean “honored,” “esteemed,” and 
“respected.” Jesus willingly gave His life on the cross to provide sinners a way 
out of spiritual slavery and into relationship with God. God honored Jesus’ 
ultimate self-sacrifice. The sinless life Jesus offered was like that of a lamb 
without defect or blemish. In the Jews’ sacrificial system, the Passover 
lamb and other sacrificial animals were required to be without physical defect. 
Jesus was the perfect sacrifice who offered Himself to provide redemption. 

Jesus’ death on the cross was a ransom paid neither to the Devil nor to 
God the Father. People’s salvation cost Jesus His life. In Christ, God made 
salvation possible at a cost to Himself that is beyond calculation. Christians 
are to live in constant recognition of that truth.

VERSE 20

He was chosen before the foundation of the world but was 
revealed at the end of the times for you 
From the beginning, God determined to provide the way of redemption. The 
phrase before the foundation (“creation,” NIV) of the world has the sense 
of eternity past, before God’s actions in creating all that exists. The phrase He 
was chosen (“was foreknown,” ESV) refers to God’s determined self-giving 
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in Jesus. The Greek term rendered chosen literally is “having been foreknown” 
and is a form of the word Peter used in 1:2. The term stresses God’s eternal 
redemptive purpose. That purpose was revealed to the recipients of Peter’s 
letter. The term revealed translates a Greek word than means “presented to 
view” or “manifested personally” and refers to God’s becoming incarnate in 
Jesus. The phrase at the end of the times (“in these last times,” KJV, NIV) 
designates the period between Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension and 
His return. The phrase for you can be rendered “on your account” or “for 
your benefit.” Believers living in this crucial period should remember their 
matchless privilege of receiving the good news of redemption. 

Jesus offered an additional incentive for believers’ being holy: God’s 
redemptive act in Christ was done for them. Did Peter recall Jesus’ words at 
the last supper when He took bread and said of His approaching sacrificial 
death: “This is My body, which is given for you” (Luke 22:19)?

VERSE 21

who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the 
dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 
The believers Peter addressed had received and accepted the good news that 
Jesus had died so they might have new life. The phrase through Him (“by 
him,” KJV) refers to God’s revelation in Christ and Christ’s giving His life 
to open the way of grace to God. Because of Christ’s redemptive work, the 
recipients of Peter’s letter became believers in God. Peter did not mean 
merely that they had mentally accepted the truth that God exists. The Greek 
construction has the sense of wholehearted commitment to God.  

Peter again emphasized Jesus’ resurrection from the dead (see 1:3) as 
the foundation of faith. The Savior who died willingly and sacrificially for 
people’s sins and who conquered death was the best news possible. His death 
and resurrection are essential elements of God’s work of redemption.

God not only raised Jesus from the dead, but He also gave Jesus glory 
(“glorified him,” NIV). Peter no doubt was referring to Jesus’ ascension 
and exaltation. The writer of Hebrews similarly stated a basic tenet of the 
Christian faith: “After making purification for sins, He [Jesus] sat down at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high” (Heb. 1:3). God’s right hand is the 
place of honor, power, and authority.

As a result of Jesus’ resurrection and exaltation, believers’ faith and hope 
are in God. The recipients of Peter’s letter trusted that the One who raised 
Jesus from the dead gave them new life. Their confident hope (an ongoing 
expectation based on God’s ability) was that their salvation would reach 
fulfillment when they entered His immediate presence in eternity. 
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COMPASSIONATE (1 Pet. 1:22-25)

VERSE 22

By obedience to the truth, having purified yourselves for sincere 
love of the brothers, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 
Following His theological emphasis in 1:18-21 on the costliness of salvation, 
Peter returned to his instructions on believers’ living out their new life. 
Their positive response (obedience) to the gospel (the truth) had purified 
them (“your souls,” KJV, ESV). Through the good news of Jesus’ providing 
redemption, God had called them to salvation, and they had heeded His call. 
They placed their faith in Christ. As a result, they were cleansed from their 
sins. The term rendered purified has the sense of moral cleansing. The word’s 
form has the force of a past experience whose effects continue. Clearly, 
God—not the converts—effected the cleansing. 

The purpose or goal of believers’ moral cleansing was their love of the 
brothers. The Greek word translated love of the brothers conveys the idea of 
love for blood relatives. It was used of mutual love in the Christian community, 
not of love for people in general. Believers were to love their brothers and 
sisters in Christ because they were related by grace in God’s family. 

Love for other Christians was to be sincere (“unfeigned,” KJV). The Greek 
term literally means “not hypocritically.” In ancient Greek culture, this term 
referred to an actor, one who performed a role on stage at the theater. By 
implication, then, believers were not to put on an act of loving one another; 
they were to love genuinely, not superficially. 

Peter further stressed that believers were to love earnestly from a pure 
heart (“with a pure heart fervently,” KJV; “deeply, from the heart,” NIV). The 
Greek root word for love here is agape [ah GAH pay], the distinctive Christian 
term for determined, sacrificial goodwill that seeks others’ best interests. 
The word translated earnestly has the sense of intensity, of being steady or 
constant. The term implies strenuous activity rather than warmth. Loving 
other believers was (and is) a matter of resolve and discipline.

EXPLORE FURTHER
Review 1 Peter 1:17-21 and note the incentives Peter gave for distinctive 
Christian living. What influence do these incentives have on your effort to 
maintain a Christian lifestyle? Which plays the most significant role in your 
determination to reflect Christ’s character? 
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VERSE 23

since you have been born again—not of perishable seed but of 
imperishable—through the living and enduring word of God. 
The basis of believers’ love for other Christians was their new birth; they had 
been born again (that is, born anew, regenerated; see 1:3). Peter stressed 
that their new life came from imperishable seed—the gospel—not from 
perishable  seed, a reference to human effort. Peter described the gospel 
(word of God) as living (dynamic, life-giving) and enduring. The Greek 
term for enduring has the sense of continuing unchanged. New birth effected 
cleansing from sin; pure hearts were the result of trusting in God’s Word.

VERSES 24-25

For All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like a flower of the 
grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the 
Lord endures forever. And this is the word that was preached as 
the gospel to you. 
Peter quoted from Isaiah 40:6-8 to reinforce his assertion in 1 Peter 1:23 
that what humans produce is temporary but God’s word is everlasting. Isaiah 
described people as fragile, similar to grass. The word flesh (“people,” NIV) 
suggested weakness. Humanity’s seeming glory was akin to a flower of the 
grass (“the flowers of the field,” NIV). Flowers and grass flourished in the 
holy land in the spring but soon withered and died when the hot east winds 
blew. In contrast, God’s prophetic word was (and is) vital and permanent.  

EXPLORE FURTHER
What factors can make loving other Christians difficult? In what ways can 
you help strengthen the bond of love among believers in your church?

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article titled “Word” on pages 1681-1683 in the Holman 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary. Write a brief summary of the gospel as God’s 
personal, redemptive message to a lost person. In what ways can you 
spread that good word?
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Building Our 
Faith
Believers mature both personally and as a community through 
God’s grace.

The summer after I graduated from high school, I was introduced to real work. 
That year my father got me a job with the construction company for which 
he was a labor foreman. I worked as a carpenter’s helper and a bricklayer’s 
helper. These jobs often were grueling work, yet out of my experiences came 
valuable, lifelong lessons. For example, I learned the discipline of hard 
work—a discipline that equipped me for working extra jobs when necessary 
during the subsequent decades of my life and career. I also learned the value 
of money, becoming intimately acquainted with what it means for a person 
to make a living literally by the sweat of the brow (see Gen. 3:19). Finally, 
I learned that building anything worthwhile requires teamwork by numbers 
of workers with varying expertise. Constructing something takes time and 
intense effort.

The company for which my father and I worked built multistory buildings 
and made additions onto existing buildings. A massive amount of hard work 
and consistent attention to detail are required for a sizable structure to take 
shape. In like manner, progress toward spiritual maturity demands intense 
effort. Even as wisdom does not necessarily come with age, so spiritual 
maturity does not come merely as a result of years spent as a Christian. 
Believers must work at it, devoting time and energy to their spiritual growth. 
Bible study, worship, prayer, service, and carefully cultivated relationships are 
vital factors in individual spiritual growth. A community of faith—a local 
expression of the body of Christ—grows toward spiritual maturity only 
when individual Christians are developing spiritually and form a unity whose 
overriding purpose is to do the work of evangelism, missions, and ministry. 

This session emphasizes the truth that believers mature both individually 
and as a community of faith through God’s grace. It focuses on Christians’ 
living with stable faith.

Session 3 > 1 Peter 2:1-10
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
1 PETER 2:1-10

Because believers had been born again through their positive response to 
the gospel, God’s creative and eternal word (1:23), they were to get rid of 
elements of their former pagan lifestyles. Instead, they were to nourish their 
spiritual lives on God’s message —“the pure spiritual milk” of the gospel—
with its guidelines for living out their faith daily. By doing so, they would 
grow spiritually. Their experience of God’s goodness should whet their 
appetites for spiritual nourishment that produces growth (2:1-3).

Believers had come to Christ, a living stone. Peter stressed that Christians 
were living stones being built into a spiritual house in which they were priests 
set apart to offer acceptable spiritual sacrifices to God through Christ (2:4-5).

Peter quoted Isaiah 28:16 in which God declared that He laid a chosen and 
honored cornerstone in Israel. The person who believed in that cornerstone 
would never be put to shame (1 Pet. 2:6). Peter applied the quote to the 
recipients of his letter: believers would receive honor. Unbelievers, however, 
would stumble over the cornerstone (2:7-8). 

In 2:9-10, Peter quoted various Old Testament references to emphasize 
believers’ identity as God’s people and their crucial mission. They were to 
praise God, who had rescued them from the darkness of paganism and had 
brought them into the light of His love and grace. Peter reminded believers 
they once were outside the circle of God’s grace, but they had become His 
people and had experienced His grace through Christ.

EXPLORE THE TEXT
SPIRITUAL MILK (1 Pet. 2:1-3)

VERSE 1

So rid yourselves of all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and 
all slander. 
The Greek word translated rid yourselves (“laying aside,” KJV; “put away,” 
ESV) comes first in the Greek text for emphasis. Peter’s admonition was 
crucially important for believers who were converts from paganism but who 
still lived in a pagan environment. The term so (“wherefore,” KJV) expresses 
consequence and can be rendered “therefore” or “consequently.” It also resumes 
a key truth Peter emphasized in 1:22-23, where he referred to believers’ new 
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birth and purification through their acceptance of the gospel. Because they 
had received new life, their conduct was to express that newness. A new 
manner of life involved removing characteristics of the old life.

The Greek word translated rid yourselves can have the sense of cleansing 
from defilement. It basically means “to lay off or aside,” as one sheds old, 
soiled clothing. The word’s form can convey a once-for-all break or separation. 
A contrasting view is that the form does not limit the deliberate act to one 
occasion. In a real sense, the initial trust in and commitment to Christ is a 
complete break with the old life dominated by sin. New life in Christ also 
involves a daily rejection of sin. 

Peter then listed five attitudes and behaviors that believers were to put 
away. Any and all of the sins would impair the brotherly love that believers 
were to have for one another (see 1:22). The Greek word translated malice 
was a general term for evil or wickedness and included all the godless actions 
of paganism. Peter could have used it as an umbrella term under which he 
placed the ensuing sins. It also carried the ideas of ill-will bent on inflicting 
injury and of a total disregard for laws. I favor the meaning of harmful intent.

Christians were to put aside every kind of deceit (“guile,” KJV). The Greek 
word referred to bait or a device for entrapping; it conveyed the sense of fraud 
or guile. It included the ideas of craftiness, trickery, and deception. Believers 
were not to deliberately mislead others for selfish purposes.

Believers were also to divest their lives of hypocrisy (literally, 
“hypocrisies”—that is, multiple acts of hypocrisy). In first-century Greek 
stage productions, an actor might play multiple roles by wearing different 
masks. The term came to mean a counterfeit, a person who pretended to 
be something he or she was not. Believers were to be transparent in their 
relationships with one another and in their interactions with unbelievers. 
Christians were to be committed followers of Christ, not mere impersonators.
 

Peter further urged believers to rid themselves of envy (“envies,” KJV). 
The Greek term also can mean “spite” or “jealousy.” This attitude begrudges 
what others have or have accomplished and covets what belongs to them. 
It longs for others’ misfortune and puts fulfillment of self above others’ good.  

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article titled “Hypocrisy” on page 799 in the Holman Illustrated 
Bible Dictionary. Why do you think your being genuine in living your 
Christian faith is crucial in presenting a witness for Christ? How can 
“playing the Christian” hurt the cause of the gospel? 
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Slander (“evil speakings,” KJV) translates a Greek term that means 
“speaking against.” It has the sense of speaking evil of someone, often when 
the person is not present to respond. It can be characterized as gleefully told 
gossip that injures another person’s character or reputation. It often arises 
from envy. Peter’s repeated use of the word all stressed that believers were to 
jettison every—that is, every kind of—sin.

New birth demands a new way of life. It requires believers to separate 
themselves from sins of the old life apart from Christ. That means getting 
rid of attitudes and actions belonging to the unconverted life in order to 
demonstrate the qualities of the Christian life. The gift of salvation includes 
the demand to live as saved people.

VERSES 2-3

Like newborn infants, desire the pure spiritual milk, so that you 
may grow by it for your salvation, since you have tasted that the 
Lord is good. 
Peter used a familiar scene from everyday life to drive home a spiritual truth. 
The Greek word translated newborn infants was used of babies who were 
breast-feeding. These newborns wanted and thrived on milk. They needed 
milk to nourish them and to help them grow. In like manner, believers were 
to desire the pure spiritual milk. However long the recipients of Peter’s 
letter had been believers, they needed spiritual nourishment to grow toward 
spiritual maturity. 

The Greek term rendered desire expresses intense yearning or craving. The 
word pure refers to lack of additives or contamination. The term rendered 
spiritual also can mean “reasonable or intelligent” and “belonging to the 
word.” Most likely, Peter used the word in the sense of the “living and 
enduring word of God” (1:23), the gospel that had been proclaimed to the 
letter’s recipients (see 1:25b). Consistent study and application of the gospel 
would enable believers to grow by it for [their] salvation. That is, they 
would grow spiritually toward the completion of their salvation.

Literally, Peter stated: “if you tasted that the Lord is good.” He was quoting 
Psalm 34:8. One approach views this conditional clause as expressing a 
certainty. Thus, in this view the word since or “because” (“if so be,” KJV; “if 
indeed,” ESV; “now that,” NIV) rather than “if” captures the meaning well. 
A contrasting view is that Peter wanted believers to consider whether they 
had truly experienced divine kindness. I favor the first approach. 

The Greek term rendered tasted means “experienced” in this context. 
That is, Christians genuinely had experienced evidences of divine goodness. 
The Greek word translated good (“gracious,” KJV) is a term so rich it almost 
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defies definition. Among possible meanings are: “gentle,” “kind,” “obliging,” 
“gracious,” “loving,” and “benevolent.” In 1 Peter 2:3 the word conveys active 
kindness and graciousness. 

SPIRITUAL HOUSE (1 Pet. 2:4-8)

VERSES 4-5

Coming to Him, a living stone—rejected by men but chosen and 
valuable to God—you yourselves, as living stones, are being built 
into a spiritual house for a holy priesthood to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
Believers had come to Christ, a living stone (“the living Stone,” NIV). The 
form of the Greek word translated coming (“as you come,” ESV, NIV) conveys 
a continuous approach and close, intimate relationship. Peter well may have 
reminded believers that drawing near to Christ was a lifelong action. The 
phrase living stone refers to Jesus’ resurrection and ability to give new life. 
Jesus came to His own people, but they rejected Him (see John 1:11). People 
dismissed or repudiated Him, but God appointed Him as the Messiah and 
vindicated Him through the resurrection. The Greek term rendered valuable  
can mean “precious,” “honored,” “prized,” and “highly esteemed.” God the 
Father deemed Jesus precious and worthy of honor.

Because of their relationship with Christ, believers had become living 
stones (“lively stones,” KJV). Using a construction analogy, Peter wrote that 
they were being built into a spiritual house. The words you yourselves 
(“ye also,” KJV; “you also,” NIV) are emphatic. Each believer was an integral 
part of what God (or Christ) was doing. The word house can have the sense 
of household or family, but Peter most likely had in mind a spiritual temple. 
If so, he referred to the church as the body of all believers in whom Christ 
was present and active. His presenting the image of stones used in building 
lends itself to the idea of God’s (or Christ’s) building the church. 

Believers were to be a holy priesthood in the spiritual house God was 
building. They were set apart to represent God to people and people to God. 
Also, they were to be morally pure. As priests, they could approach God 
directly. They were to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
(“by,” KJV) Jesus Christ. Unlike in the old Israelite sacrificial system, 
believers’ sacrifices would be spiritual. Elsewhere in the New Testament, 
representative spiritual sacrifices are identified: praise (confession of 
commitment to God), performing good deeds, sharing material goods (Heb. 
13:15-16), and ministry to other believers (Phil. 4:18). As priests, believers 
present their sacrifices through Jesus Christ. This can indicate either that 
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Jesus (as High Priest; see Heb. 8:1-3) presents such sacrifices to God or that 
believers present them on the basis of Jesus’ sacrificial death and in His 
name—that is, with His attitude or spirit.  

First Peter 2:5 is a basic text supporting the doctrine of the priesthood 
of believers. Christians are priests representing themselves to God; they 
approach God on others’ behalf, and they approach others on God’s behalf. 
Thus, the priesthood of the believer involves much more than direct access 
to God. It entails daily service for Him.

VERSE 6

For it is contained in Scripture: Look! I lay a stone in Zion, a 
chosen and honored cornerstone, and the one who believes in 
Him will never be put to shame! 
Peter quoted Isaiah 28:16 from the Septuagint (a major Greek translation of 
the Hebrew Scriptures). The statement in its original context was directed 
to Jerusalem’s leaders who had made an ill-advised alliance with Egypt in 
rebelling against Assyria. Isaiah pointed to Israel’s true source of security. 
Through His prophet, God declared He would provide His people with a solid 
foundation, laying a stone in Zion, a chosen and honored cornerstone. 
Among the interpretations offered concerning the stone are: (1) the prophetic 
message, (2) the messianic salvation, and (3) God’s relation to Israel. God 
called for trust in Him as the nation’s sure, solid foundation. If His people 
placed faith in Him, they would never be put to shame (“shall not be 
confounded,” KJV). They would not flee in defeat. 

VERSES 7-8

So honor will come to you who believe, but for the unbelieving, 
The stone that the builders rejected—this One has become the 
cornerstone, and A stone to stumble over, and a rock to trip 
over. They stumble because they disobey the message; they were 
destined for this.

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article “Priesthood of Believers” on pages 1327-1328 in the 
Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary. As a believer, how does your being part 
of a priesthood of believers affect your praying? What spiritual sacrifices do 
you offer God consistently? What additional ones will you offer?
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In the Old Testament quotation, the stone is the “cornerstone” God selected 
and held in honor. Peter applied the imagery to Christ, who is the church’s 
foundation stone. Christ determines its design and holds it together. Peter 
included the quote from Isaiah to encourage beleaguered Christians to 
maintain their faithfulness to Christ in the face of threat. Ridicule was 
one form of persecution they faced, though they probably encountered 
opposition expressed in stronger ways as well. Peter assured Christians they 
would receive honor (“unto you … which believe he is precious,” KJV). The 
idea is that God would honor believers’ commitment to Christ. It can have 
the sense that they will be vindicated at the final judgment. What greater 
reward could they receive than God’s approval? 

By contrast, the unbelieving (“disobedient,” KJV) face a terrible, chilling 
fate. Peter quoted Psalm 118:22 to point out that the Jewish leaders had 
dismissed Jesus out of hand, but He became the cornerstone, the foundation 
stone of God’s new temple. The Greek term rendered rejected (“disallowed,” 
KJV) means “to disapprove” or “to repudiate.” The word builders may have 
referred specifically to the members of the Sanhedrin, the Jews’ high court, 
who engineered Jesus’ crucifixion. In the Greek text, the term cornerstone 
translates the phrase “head of [the] corner.” One view holds this was the 
stone at the extremity of a building—that is, at its corner. It was the first 
stone laid; it joined two walls together and determined the building’s shape. 
An alternate view is that the phrase referred to a capstone, the last stone 
placed in a structure at the top or the keystone in an arch. I prefer the first 
approach. Jesus is the foundation stone on which He builds His church. 

For people of faith Jesus is the living stone, because He arose from the 
dead and is able to give life to all who believe in Him. To people who reject 
Him, He is a stone to stumble over. In this context, the stone Peter had 
in mind likely was a building stone—that is, a loose stone that had fallen 
into a path. The phrase rendered a stone to stumble over literally is “a stone 
of stumbling.” The idea of stumbling can have the sense of taking offense at 
someone or something. It also can carry the idea of an occasion for sinning. 
Peter quoted from Isaiah 8:14, which in Hebrew poetic parallelism has the 
same idea repeated in different words. To unbelievers, Jesus was a rock to 
trip over (literally, “a rock of tripping over”). The word rendered rock comes 
from a Greek term (petros) that Jesus used of Peter in Matthew 16:18. It can 
have the sense of a ledge rising out of the ground. The Greek term rendered 
trip over gives us our English word scandal and referred to a trap set to trip a 
victim. It came to mean “ a cause of ruin, misery, or destruction.” 

Peter used the quote from Isaiah to stress that people’s rejecting Christ 
resulted in their experiencing a devastating fall. They stumbled and fell 
because they disobeyed the message (literally, “the word”). They heard the 
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good news of salvation through faith in Christ and rejected it. The words 
they were destined for this (“whereunto also they were appointed,” KJV), 
does not mean they were predestined to disobey. Rather, their devastating 
fall was the predetermined consequence of their rejection of the gospel. 

People have the freedom to choose to accept or to reject Christ; however, 
their choices have set outcomes. People who dismiss or refuse to believe the 
gospel choose the destiny of God’s judgment. 

In summary, Peter referred to believers as living stones, as being built into 
a new kind of spiritual house, and as members of God’s priesthood. These 
realities pointed to a community committed to serving and pleasing God.

SPIRITUAL PEOPLE (1 Pet. 2:9-10)

VERSE 9

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for His possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of 
the One who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. 
In the Greek text, the word you comes first for emphasis, and the term but 
introduces a sharp contrast. People who rejected the gospel did so to their 
own detriment. Believers, however, had a unique relationship with God 
and a vital role in His redemptive purpose. Peter used four Old Testament 
designations to impress on believers their matchless privilege and demanding 
responsibility as God’s people.

Peter stated believers were a chosen race (see Deut. 7:6; 10:15; “chosen 
generation,” KJV; “chosen people,” NIV). The Greek term rendered chosen 
comes from a word that means “to pick out,” “to select.” It has the idea of 
being chosen for special privilege. The Greek word translated race means 
“offspring” or “family” and designates “a group of people of the same nature 
or kind.” It can mean “people” or “nation.” In this context, the term is not 
limited to people living in a certain time span. By God’s gracious initiative 
in Christ, believers received the privilege of relationship with God. That 
covenant relationship required obedience. In Christ, God had established 
His new covenant under which believers received the matchless opportunity 
to advance His redemptive purpose. 

Believers also were a royal priesthood (see Ex. 19:6; Isa. 61:6). In 
1 Peter 2:5, Peter had stressed that believers were “a holy priesthood,” serving 
in God’s “spiritual house.” The word royal in 2:9 has the sense of having 
prerogatives and distinction. The writer of Hebrews stated that Jesus was 
(and is) the King-Priest in the order of Melchizedek [mel KIZ uh dek] (see 
Heb. 5:5-6). Peter stressed that believers shared in Christ’s rule and were 
priests in His line. As Revelation 1:6 states, by His atoning death Christ has 
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made believers “a kingdom, priests to His God and Father” (or “made … into 
[or to be] a kingdom of priests”). 

Christians also formed a holy nation (see Ex. 19:6). To this point, Peter 
repeatedly had used a form of the Greek term rendered holy to stress believers’ 
distinctiveness (see 1 Pet. 1:2,15; 2:5). As noted previously, the Greek root 
word means “to set apart” or “to purify.” It carries the idea of separation for 
the purpose of service. The Greek term rendered nation means “a company” 
or “a people.” As is evident, the terms “race,” “nation,” and “people” cannot be 
sharply distinguished. They all stress believers’ privileged position as God’s 
new covenant people, set aside to serve Him.

Believers were a people for [God’s] possession (“a peculiar people,” KJV; 
“God’s special possession,” NIV). A literal translation is “a people of possession 
(or acquisition, purchase)” and has the idea of ownership. In Exodus 19:5, the 
Hebrew word corresponding to the Greek term rendered possession indicates 
a king’s personal treasure. In a real sense, a ruler owned everything in his 
realm. He might keep a treasure chest of valuable items such as gold, silver, 
gems, and other artifacts as his highly prized private collection. Believers 
were God’s highly prized acquisition through Christ’s self-sacrifice.

High privilege brings with it great responsibility. Believers were part 
of God’s new spiritual house and were priests in it. At His initiative, they 
were His people, priests set apart for purity and purpose, and God’s special 
treasure. God brought them into relationship with Him in order that they 
might proclaim [His] praises (“shew forth the praises,“ KJV; “proclaim the 
excellencies,” ESV; “declare the praises,” NIV). The Greek term rendered praises 
means “gracious acts”—that is, expressions of goodness. It can have the idea 
of glorious attributes. The term probably has the sense of the magnificent 
qualities of God’s character demonstrated in His redemptive work. The Greek 
word translated proclaim means “to publish”; it carries the idea of declaring 
far and wide, of celebrating. It is a compound term that literally means “to tell 
out” and has the force of our expression “shout it from the housetops.”

God’s purpose for His people was that they declare His gracious deliverance 
from sin. He had called [them] out of darkness into His marvelous light. He 
had taken the initiative to call them to salvation through the gospel presented 
to them. Previously, they had lived in the darkness of sin and ignorance. By His 
redemptive power, God transferred them from their former state of darkness 
to relationship with Him and to knowledge about Him. The Greek word 
translated marvelous means “beyond human comprehension,” “excellent,” and 
“amazing.” It presents a stark contrast between the oppressive darkness of sin 
and the glorious revelation of God’s grace in Christ. The power that redeemed 
believers was operative in their spiritual growth and was providing strength 
to face opposition in their pagan environments. 
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VERSE 10

Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; you 
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
Peter expanded on his statement that God graciously had brought believers 
out of the darkness of sin into the light of salvation and relationship with 
Him. Peter may have had in mind Hosea 1:8-10; 2:23. The prophet’s words 
applied to the Israelites’ unfaithfulness to the covenant and God’s gracious 
restoration of His people. Peter applied the prophetic message to people 
delivered from paganism to become God’s people. Peter likely addressed in 
particular Gentile believers who once … were not a people (“in time past 
were not a people,” KJV). They were not God’s covenant people but were 
outsiders. Now—because of their faith-commitments to Christ—they were 
God’s people, members of the new covenant Jesus inaugurated through His 
sacrificial death and victorious resurrection. Prior to becoming Christians, 
the believers Peter addressed had not received (“obtained,” KJV) mercy 
(God’s compassion, kindness, and blessings). At their conversions, however, 
they had received God’s saving grace. 

In summary, Peter emphasized that believers were to crave spiritual food 
that leads to maturity. As members of God’s family, they were to serve God 
in ways that pleased Him. They were to declare to others what God had done 
for believers and would do for all who would allow Him to do so. Today, 
Peter’s words are God’s gracious message for us.
 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article “Darkness” on page 390 in the Holman Illustrated Bible 
Dictionary. In what ways were you “in the dark” before you placed faith 
in Christ? As a Christian, how are you now living in the light of His love 
and grace?

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article titled “Mercy” on pages 1106-1108 in the Holman 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary. How has your experiencing God’s mercy 
through Christ affected your attitude and actions toward others? What 
factors make your being merciful a discipline at which you must work?  

© 2016 LifeWay



40 E x pl or e t h e Bi bl eE x pl or e t h e Bi bl e

Living as 
Strangers
Believers honor God through their good works.

Living in a place as a temporary resident is not easy. I know from experience. 
When I was five years old, my family moved from my place of birth to the 
town near where my parents were born and raised. Two years later, we 
moved to a city on the country’s southeast coast because of my father’s work. 
Then after two years we moved back to the small town where most of our 
extended family members lived on nearby farms. By the time I entered fifth 
grade, I was attending my fourth different school in five years. I recall no 
close friendships formed during those years. 

As an adult, I moved to another large coastal city for pastoral training at 
a seminary. Later I packed and moved to yet another large city to serve on a 
church staff. Over the years, my wife and I moved to two church locations 
and finally to an area near Nashville, Tennessee, where I worked as an editor 
for a Christian publisher. 

I now see my moving around as a parable of my life as a Christian. My 
wife and I have lived in our present location for 38 years. We retired here and 
intend to live out our lives here. Yet, in reality, even this location is not our 
real home. As Christians, we are on a journey to the eternal home the Lord 
has prepared for us. Our arriving there will be the latest gift of His grace, 
which has sustained us through every step of our journey with Him. 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
1 PETER 2:11-25

This session focuses on believers’ living a countercultural lifestyle. The lives of 
Jesus’ committed followers are different from the cultures in which they live. 
Their lives are shaped by His grace. In 1 Peter 2:1-10, Peter emphasized that 

Session 4 > 1 Peter 2:11-20
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believers were being built into God’s spiritual house and were priests in that 
house. As His new people, redeemed by His grace, they were to abandon their 
old lifestyles so they could experience spiritual growth toward their salvation’s 
fulfillment. Using numerous Old Testament references, Peter presented in 
vivid terms their status as God’s new covenant people. God’s great mercy had 
brought them out of paganism’s darkness into salvation’s light.

In 2:11-25, Peter challenged believers to perform consistent good works. 
They were pilgrims on the way to their heavenly home, God’s immediate 
presence. They were to reject the sinful desires of their former lives. They 
were to lead exemplary lives among the people with whom they interacted. 
By doing so, they would successfully counteract charges of misconduct 
leveled against them. Their good works would cause unbelievers to glorify 
God when He intervened conclusively in history (2:11-12).

In 2:13-15, Peter stressed that believers were to be good citizens. They 
were to obey governmental authorities. God wanted them to be people of 
good works to disprove accusations of civil wrongdoing.

Peter reminded believers they were God’s slaves. Paradoxically, their 
slavery to Him constituted real freedom. They were not to use their spiritual 
freedom to disguise evil deeds, however. With four short commands, Peter 
gave a pattern for their behavior (2:16-17).

In 2:18-20, Peter instructed Christian household slaves. They were to obey 
both good and bad owners. If a slave did wrong and endured punishment, 
that slave received no credit. However, a slave’s enduring unjust suffering for 
doing good brought God’s favor.

First Peter 2:21-25 has served as a challenging guideline for Christian 
living throughout the centuries. Using words from Isaiah 53, Peter held up 
for Christian slaves the example of the way Christ endured suffering that 
could motivate them as they endured hardships. Christ was God’s Suffering 
Servant who entrusted Himself to His Father. In His crucifixion, Christ 
was the perfect sacrifice for people’s sins, thus providing forgiveness. By the 
Servant’s death, believers were made spiritually whole.  

EXPLORE THE TEXT
IN CULTURE (1 Pet. 2:11-12)

VERSE 11

Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and temporary residents to 
abstain from fleshly desires that war against you. 
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First Peter 2:11 begins a section that can be seen as extending through 
3:12. The section begins with instructions concerning Christians’ behavior 
(2:11-12). Then Peter turned his attention to Christians’ relationships with 
government, masters, and spouses (2:13–3:12). For first-century believers, 
these were the significant relationships in which they were to express the 
qualities of their new life in Christ. 

In 2:11, Peter addressed believers as dear friends (“dearly beloved,” KJV; 
“beloved,” ESV), a warm term that expressed valued relationship. The Greek 
word is stronger than an expression of casual friendship. It comes from a 
word that means “to value.” With this word, Peter assured believers of his 
high regard for them. Because the Greek term he used was a form of agape 
[ah GAH pay], the distinctive word for God’s love, Peter also may have been 
reminding them of God’s love for them. Peter and his letter’s recipients 
shared the common bond of God’s love. 

Peter passionately encouraged believers to resist temptations to sin. The 
Greek term rendered urge (“beseech,” KJV) means “to entreat or implore.” 
Peter reminded believers they were strangers and temporary residents 
(“strangers and pilgrims,” KJV; “sojourners and exiles,” ESV; “foreigners and 
exiles,” NIV) in this world. The Greek term rendered strangers comes from a 
word that means “to live beside” as neighbors. It has the sense of sojourners, 
people passing through. The phrase temporary residents translates a Greek 
word that conveys the idea of people who come from a foreign country into a 
city or an area to live briefly alongside the native inhabitants. 

Christians are travelers on the way to God’s heavenly city. In his letter’s 
greeting, Peter stressed that Christians were “temporary residents” of this 
world (1 Pet. 1:1). He wanted them to realize from the start that the Christian 
life is a journey toward a glorious destination: God’s immediate presence 
(heaven). Thus, they were not to live as though this world were their home; 
they were not to settle down and live by a pagan culture’s values. They were 
to represent their true citizenship well; they were to demonstrate Christ’s 
character as they journeyed.

As Christians living temporarily in a pagan environment, believers were 
to abstain from fleshly desires (“fleshly lusts,” KJV; “passions of the flesh,” 
ESV; “sinful desires,” NIV) that constantly battled to control them. They were 
to keep on distancing themselves from intense cravings that characterized 
life apart from God. The word fleshly encompasses the whole range of sins 
(attitudes and actions) committed by people unredeemed by God’s grace. 
The phrase that war against you (literally, “against the soul”) indicate these 
sins were of a kind or class that constantly assailed (carried on a military 
campaign against) the believer. Christians were to steer clear of cultural 
currents pulling them toward the sins of their pre-Christian way of life. 
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VERSE 12

Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that in a 
case where they speak against you as those who do what is evil, 
they will, by observing your good works, glorify God on the day 
of visitation. 
Peter urged believers to be on their best behavior. Their lifestyles were to be 
above reproach. The phrase conduct yourselves (“having your conversation,” 
KJV; “keep your conduct,” ESV; “live [your] lives,” NIV) literally reads “your 
conduct (total manner of life) … having.” The Greek noun rendered conduct 
conveys the idea of motion, of turning back and forth, of daily actions—thus 
the rendering of the term as a verbal idea by some Bible translations. 

In all their daily activities, believers were to live honorably among the 
Gentiles. The Greek word translated honorably means “of good quality” 
and “morally excellent.” Peter wanted believers’ behavior to be morally 
excellent and thus attractive to unbelievers. The term Gentiles referred 
to people still steeped in paganism. They evidently were slandering or 
criticizing Christians—leveling false charges against them, accusing them 
of wrongdoing. The noun form of the Greek term rendered do … evil refers 
to acts that were criminal, morally wrong, harmful, or corrupt.

Believers were to live in such a way that no charge of wrongdoing would 
stick. Rather, they were to be characterized by good works. The Greek term 
rendered observing means “being an eyewitness of.” Accusers were to see 
firsthand daily demonstrations of the believer’s distinctive (Christlike) 
lifestyle. A Christian’s actions were to stand up under the closest scrutiny. 

The purpose of the believer’s morally and ethically excellent actions was 
that pagan accusers would cease their false accusations and instead glorify 
God on the day of visitation. By their conduct, Christians were to turn their 
opponents’ criticism to praise and honor for the God who shaped believers’ 
lives. The Greek word translated visitation comes from a term that means “to 
inspect, oversee, look after” and then “to care for.” In the New Testament, it 
consistently refers to God’s coming in mercy and grace. Alternately, Peter 
could have referred to a time when pagan critics would become converts to 
Christianity or to the final judgment when all will acknowledge God’s glory.

EXPLORE FURTHER
Why is your manner of life as Christ’s follower important? In what ways do 
you try to make sure your daily behavior is a positive influence on non-
Christians? Why is maintaining Christian standards vital in our culture?
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TOWARD OFFICIALS AND LEADERS (1 Pet. 2:13-17)

VERSE 13

Submit to every human authority because of the Lord, whether to 
the Emperor as the supreme authority 
Peter exhorted believers to submit to every human authority (“submit 
yourselves to every ordinance of man,” KJV; “be subject … to every human 
institution,” ESV). The Greek term rendered submit means “to place or arrange 
under,” “to be subordinated,” or “to obey.” The phrase human authority literally 
is “human creation” or “human institution.” If creation was Peter’s intended 
meaning, the term may refer to God’s establishment of civil government 
(see Rom. 13:1). A contrasting view is that the phrase should be translated 
“human creature” and looks ahead to the various human authorities Peter 
listed. Likely the phrase refers to governmental institutions. 

Christians were pilgrims traveling to their heavenly home, but because 
of the Lord they were to be good citizens of the countries in which they 
temporarily resided. The freedom of believers in Christ did not give them 
license to disobey or disregard governmental laws and regulations. Early 
Christians lived under Roman rule and were to obey Rome’s laws. They were 
to do so primarily to honor Christ, not to make their lives easier in relation 
to their government. 

Peter specified the authorities to which believers were to subject 
themselves. They were to obey the Emperor (literally, “king”). The Roman 
emperor was the supreme authority. Ultimately, all citizens of the Roman 
Empire answered to him. Most likely, Peter did not have in mind a specific 
emperor but to the role or position of ruler. 

VERSE 14

or to governors as those sent out by him to punish those who do 
what is evil and to praise those who do what is good. 
The Roman emperor appointed governors over the empire’s various 
provinces. The term could describe a variety of officials with a range of duties. 
The word sent has the sense of dispatching or commissioning someone as 
a representative. The Greek term’s form indicates the emperor’s repeated 
acts of appointing provincial governors. Whoever their governors were at 
any particular time, believers were to be subject to them. Peter reminded 
Christians that governors had the authority to punish and to praise (“to 
commend,” NIV) their subjects. The Greek word translated punish has the 
idea of executing justice. It also can carry the stronger sense of exacting 
vengeance or retribution. Governors could deal harshly with those who 

© 2016 LifeWay



45Se ssion 4 :   Living as Strangers

[did] what [was] evil—that is, lawbreakers and people who caused disorder. 
The Greek term rendered praise means “to commend” or “to applaud.” Cities 
sometimes publicly recognized the contributions of praiseworthy citizens 
with titles, statues, and inscriptions. Peter, however, likely meant that 
governors would approve of Christians’ model citizenship. 

Peter did not address here the Christian’s proper response to a situation in 
which a governmental decree clashed with Christian principles. Elsewhere, the 
New Testament makes clear that believers owe support to their government 
but owe ultimate allegiance to a higher authority. Jesus taught that people 
who enjoyed Caesar’s benefits were to give back to him (pay taxes), but they 
were to give back to God what was His—their lives and first allegiance (see 
Matt. 22:21). When the Sanhedrin, the Jews’ highest court, commanded 
Peter and John to cease preaching and teaching about Christ, they responded: 
“Whether it’s right in the sight of God for us to listen to you rather than to 
God, you decide” (Acts 4:19). Later, charged with continuing to defy the court’s 
order, Peter and the other apostles answered: “We must obey God rather then 
men” (Acts 5:29). Christians in a democracy have certain responsibilities to 
their government. But when government’s dictates run counter to Christian 
truths and principles, believers are called to refuse to obey those dictates. 

VERSE 15

For it is God’s will that you silence the ignorance of foolish people 
by doing good. 
Peter stressed that God’s will was for believers to silence the ignorance 
of foolish people (“the ignorant talk of foolish people,” NIV) around them. 
The Greek term rendered for can be translated “because” or “thus.” It could 
look back and refer to the believer’s willing submission to the government. 
If so, then the sense of Peter’s instruction was that such obedience was God’s 
will and would muzzle detractors. On the other hand, for (in the sense of 
“thus”) could point forward. In that case, Peter’s instruction emphasized 
God’s will was for believers to reduce foolish people to silence by consistently 
doing good. Christians’ consistently good citizenship would give no basis 
for slanderous accusations. 

VERSE 16

As God’s slaves, live as free people, but don’t use your freedom as a 
way to conceal evil. 
Believers were God’s slaves (“servants,” KJV, ESV). The Greek term here for 
slaves is douloi [DOO loy] and means “bond slaves.” The term conveys the 
sense of being bound to a master and of obeying his commands. A bond slave 
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was totally subject to a master’s will. Used in a good sense, as in 1 Peter 2:16, 
it has the idea of rendering devoted service. As God’s bond slaves, believers 
were (and are) to be ready to instantly obey His revealed will for them. They 
were not to respond slavishly—that is, grudgingly performing “have-to” 
duty—but joyfully, with a sense of privilege. The Lord is a beneficent and 
kind Master. In His service believers find their purpose and fulfillment.

As God’s slaves, Christians were to live as free people. It is a paradoxical 
axiom of the Christian faith that true freedom issues from slavery to Christ, 
thus to God. By God’s grace and mercy demonstrated in Christ’s sacrificial 
death, believers were freed from the bonds of sin to live a new life. They were 
not to use [their] freedom as a way to conceal evil (“not using your liberty 
for a cloke of maliciousness,” KJV; “not using your freedom as a cover-up for 
evil,” ESV). The Greek term rendered conceal is a noun that means “a veil,” “a 
covering,” or “a cloak.” It can present the idea of a mask. In 2:16, the idea is 
that of a pretext or excuse for evil acts. The Greek word translated evil is a 
general term for wickedness. Peter stressed that believers’ freedom was not a 
license to do as they pleased but as Christ pleased. Their freedom carried the 
responsibility to reflect His character. They were freed from sin to be their 
best selves by His grace, to do what was right and good. 

VERSE 17

Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the 
Emperor. 
In quick, rhythmic fashion, Peter gave believers four commands regarding 
their manner of life in a pagan environment. First, they were to honor 
everyone. The Greek term rendered honor has the sense of respecting others, 
giving them consideration, treating them graciously. Believers were to view 
everyone as persons of worth and to respect their dignity as human beings. 
This included pagan neighbors, Jews, and other Christians. Believers were to 
dismiss no person as unimportant or insignificant. This attitude would reflect 
well on their Master, who invited all people to come to Him (see Matt. 11:28).

Second, Christians were to love the brotherhood. Here again, the Greek 
word translated love is a form of agape—determined, sacrificial goodwill 
that acts in others’ best interests and is not easily discouraged. Previously in 
1:22, Peter had used a term for brotherly love that involved affection. In 2:17, 
the emphasis seems to be that whether believers liked one another or not, 
they were to extend ongoing goodwill. The Greek term rendered brotherhood 
can be translated “band of brothers”—the community of faith as a whole. 
A contrasting view is that he had in mind other individual Christians. In light 
of 1:22, I prefer the view that Peter had in mind love for individual Christians.
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Third, Peter urged believers to fear God. As noted in comments on 1:17, 
the word fear in this context has the primary sense of reverential awe for God. 
It does not refer to emotional terror or dread but to a deep reverence that 
prevents presumption and over-familiarity. The form of the Greek word Peter 
used conveys continuous action: believers were to keep on reverencing God.

Fourth, believers were to honor the Emperor. They were to keep on 
respecting the office or role. This instruction again stressed the Christian’s 
responsibility to be a model citizen. Note carefully that believers were to 
reverence God as supreme; they were to respect their human rulers. Ultimate 
allegiance belonged to the One who was the source of their redemption. 
Governmental law did not take precedence over God’s law. Regrettably, today 
some people live under governments that suppress Christianity. Separating 
respect for government as an institution from harshly dictatorial individuals 
is difficult for them. 

THROUGH YOUR WORK (1 Pet. 2:18-20)

VERSE 18

Household slaves, submit with all fear to your masters, not only 
to the good and gentle but also to the cruel. 
By one estimate, the population of the first-century Roman Empire included 
about 60 million slaves. Although most slaves performed menial labor, some 
were highly trained and skilled. Regardless, the Romans generally did not 
consider slaves to be persons; instead, slaves were viewed as property with 
no legal rights. The good news of Christ challenged that concept, for within 
the Christian community every believer was a valued person. 

Peter addressed Christian slaves, who perhaps made up a sizable segment of 
the churches to whom he wrote. Christian slaves’ newfound spiritual freedom 
might lead them to revolt against pagan masters, which could have disastrous 
consequences for the slaves. In cases where both masters and slaves were 
believers, the slaves might try to take advantage of the situation and slack off 
in their duties. Peter wanted to prevent either of those possibilities. 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article titled “Citizen, Citizenship” on page 305 in the Holman 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary. What do you consider to be your major 
responsibilities as a good citizen? As a citizen of God’s kingdom, what 
privileges do you enjoy? What responsibilities are you to fulfill? 
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Here Peter addressed household slaves (“servants,” KJV)—those who 
lived and worked in their masters’ homes but who nonetheless were slaves. 
Peter counseled these believers to submit [themselves] with all fear to 
[their] masters. They were to obey their human masters willingly, of their 
own volition, and out of their deep reverence for God. 

Such servants were to voluntarily obey both good and gentle 
(“considerate,” NIV) masters and cruel (“unjust,” ESV; “harsh,” NIV) masters. 
The Greek word for good differs from the one in 2:12 that described believers’ 
works as morally excellent. The term in 2:18 has the sense of inner goodness. 
It means “benevolent,” “kind,” and “generous.” The Greek term rendered gentle 
can mean “fair,” “mild,” “reasonable,” or “patient.” As pointed out previously, 
slaves could be tempted to take advantage of masters who were benevolent 
and mild-mannered. Christian servants were to avoid doing so. 

Not all slave-owners were good-hearted and reasonable. Some were 
cruel. We get the word scoliosis (curvature of the spine) from the Greek word 
translated cruel. It means “crooked,” “perverse,” or “wicked.” It can have the 
sense of peevishness. Voluntarily obeying such surly or harsh masters would 
not be easy, but Christian slaves who did so would give a strong witness 
concerning Christ’s power to mold attitudes and to provide motivation to do 
good work under unfavorable conditions.  

VERSE 19

For it brings favor if, mindful of God’s will, someone endures grief 
from suffering unjustly. 
In the Greek text, this verse literally begins with “for this [is] grace.” The word 
“this” refers to Christian slaves’ being mistreated and yet being obedient. 
Their obedience would bring favor if they were mindful of God’s will. The 
Greek term rendered favor is the word for grace and can refer to gracious 
action and to grateful appreciation for the action. Peter may have meant that, 
while difficult, obedience to harsh masters was pleasing to God and gained 
His approval and commendation upon the obedient servant. 

The phrase mindful of God’s will literally is “conscience of God” and has 
the sense of a consciousness of relationship with God. Constantly aware of 
that relationship, Christian slaves could persevere in voluntary obedience 
under harsh treatment. They would be able to endure grief from suffering 
unjustly (“wrongfully,” KJV). The Greek word translated endures has the 
sense of patiently bearing up under a load. In the Greek text, the term for 
grief is plural and means “pains,” “troubles,” or “afflictions.” The Greek term 
rendered suffering has the idea of continuing or repeated mistreatment. Such 
infliction of pain was undeserved and wrong. 
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VERSE 20

For what credit is there if you sin and are punished, and you 
endure it? But when you do what is good and suffer, if you endure 
it, this brings favor with God. 
Having addressed Christian slaves’ undeserved mistreatment, Peter 
presented the other side of the coin: slaves who get their just deserts for 
ongoing misconduct. He posed the situation in which slaves repeatedly sin 
and just as repeatedly undergo punishment. What kind of credit (“glory,” 
KJV) would they receive? The term rendered credit means “good report” or 
“praise.” Likely, the implication is that habitually disobedient slaves could 
expect no commendation from God. 

The Greek word for sin (“faults,” KJV; “doing wrong,” NIV) means “to miss 
the mark.” Often, it is used in the New Testament for missing God’s mark 
for life. Peter well may have meant that for Christian slaves to continue to 
disobey or to do their work slovenly or ineffectively was wrong in God’s sight. 
Even if Christian slaves patiently endured punishments that were deserved, 
the slaves would not receive God’s commendation. 

In the latter part of 2:20, Peter presented a sharp contrast between 
deserved and undeserved punishment inflicted on Christian slaves. When 
they did what was good and still suffered, and they patiently bore up under 
it (endured), then they would receive favor with God. The phrase do what 
is good likely has the sense of slaves performing their tasks well and yet 
suffering painful punishment. Enduring such injustice brought God’s 
favor—His approval or commendation.

How can we apply principles from Peter’s guidelines for Christian slaves 
in the first century to work situations in our time? While the situations are 
markedly different, we can acknowledge that Christian workers today are 
to labor with a consciousness of their relationship with God. They are to 
perform their tasks to the best of their abilities, knowing their efforts please 
God. When they work under difficult management, they are to continue to 
give good efforts with patience and grace. Their doing so gives strong witness 
concerning the positive difference Christ makes in His people’s lives.

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article titled “Work, Theology of,” on pages 1683-1684 in the 
Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary. In what sense is your work an offering 
to God? How does He inspire your work and help you do it well? How can 
your consistent and effective work be a witness of His power and grace? 
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Living in 
Relationship
Believers honor God through healthy relationships.

Our relationships play a vital role in our lives, but too often we take them 
for granted. Our relationships are many and varied, including relationships 
with spouses, family members, friends, church members, coworkers, and 
neighbors. We form most relationships intentionally, choosing to relate 
closely with people with whom we have something in common. These 
relationships do not grow automatically; we must cultivate them carefully.

Business owners understand the importance of maintaining good 
relationships. Some years ago a memorable TV commercial depicted a 
company that had declined in market share because of a lack of personal 
attention to clients. The company’s CEO was assigning accounts to his 
workforce for personal contact. He kept the last one for himself. Holding up 
an airline ticket, he announced that he was traveling to meet with a long-
time client who had been neglected. The client was threatening to sever ties 
with the company. The boss said, in essence, that he was going to visit an old 
friend to mend fences. In business, as in life, relationships matter and must 
be tended with care to maintain and strengthen them.

This session focuses on believers’ relationships both within and outside 
the home. In 1 Peter 3:1-12, Peter addressed some important relationships.  

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
1 PETER 3:1-12

In 2:13-17, Peter gave instructions concerning believers’ relationships with 
the emperor and with local governors. In 2:18-25, he urged household 
slaves to submit to their masters and pointed to Christ as their example for 
enduring unjust suffering.

Session 5 > 1 Peter 3:1-12
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Peter then turned his attention to relationships within the Christian 
community. He gave instructions concerning wives’ relating to their 
husbands and husbands’ relating to their wives (3:1-7).

In 3:8-12, Peter urged believers to relate to one another with sympathy, 
love, compassion, and humility (3:8). They were not to retaliate for wrongs 
done to them but were to respond with good (3:9). Then, in 3:10-12, he quoted 
Psalm 34:12-16 to strengthen the force of his instructions.

EXPLORE THE TEXT
FOR THE WIFE (1 Pet. 3:1-6)

VERSES 1-2

In the same way, wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands 
so that, even if some disobey the Christian message, they may be 
won over without a message by the way their wives live when they 
observe your pure, reverent lives. 
Early Christian leaders were deeply concerned that believers’ households 
present a superlative model of healthy relationships among family members. 
Peter addressed Christian wives first, especially wives whose husbands were 
not believers. In the culture of the time, a woman was in subjection all her 
life, first to her father and then to her husband. The husband held absolute 
authority over his wife. Thus, for the wife of an unbeliever to become a 
Christian was a courageous and potentially dangerous step. Peter, therefore, 
gave counsel to Christian wives of unsaved husbands. 

The phrase in the same way (“likewise,” KJV, ESV) usually points to a 
preceding verse or verses. However, Bible students have debated the verse or 
verses Peter had in mind. Three possible solutions are: (1) The phrase means 
“similarly,” thus connecting Peter’s counsel for Christian wives to his prior 
instructions concerning believers’ honoring, respecting, and submitting to 
others. (2) The phrase means “and,” thus connecting to the instructions in 2:17 
with no implication that the relation of wives to husbands was to be like that 
of slaves to masters. (3) The phrase connects to 2:13-14 and presents family 
structure as instituted by God in like manner as He established government. 

Whatever comparison was intended, Peter urged Christian wives to 
submit [themselves] (“be in subjection,” KJV) to [their] own husbands. He 
may have been concerned that Christian wives might exercise their freedom 
and new status in the gospel in ways that would disrupt family harmony. We 
must be clear concerning what Peter’s admonition did not mean: It did not 
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mean that (1) wives were inferior to their husbands; (2) wives were to allow 
themselves to be coerced; (3) wives were to obey husbands’ directives to take 
part in sinful activities; (4) wives were to remain in abusive situations; or 
(5) wives were to be subservient to men other than their husbands. 

The form of the Greek term rendered submit yourselves has the sense of 
voluntary submission. A Christian wife was to choose to submit to her husband 
for a redemptive purpose: the husband’s conversion to faith in Christ. The 
submission Peter counseled involved the Christian wife’s foregoing certain 
rights and yielding to her husband’s will as an expression of self-giving love. 
In any view of a wife’s submission to her husband, submission does not mean 
that the wife loses her individuality, value, and uniqueness. 

In the Greek text, the phrase even if some disobey the Christian 
message (“if any obey not the word,” KJV; “if any of them do not believe the 
word,” NIV) points to a certainty. That is, the husbands of some Christian 
wives were refusing to obey (or believe) the gospel message. The Greek term 
rendered disobey has the sense of continuing to refuse to be persuaded. 

Peter counseled such wives to conduct themselves in their marital 
relationships in such a way that their husbands might be won over without 
a message (literally, “without a word”). Probably, the sense was that wives not 
badger their husbands about becoming Christians; the husbands had heard 
the gospel, and wives’ exemplary Christian living could help persuade them 
to become believers. The Greek term rendered won over literally is “gained” 
and became a commonly used word for persuading someone to become a 
Christian. The gospel, combined with the way [believing] wives lived, 
held the possibility that stubborn, unbelieving husbands might yet become 
Christians. The phrase referred to the manner in which the wives went about 
their daily activities. 

Peter pointed out that the unbelieving husbands would observe (“behold,” 
KJV; “see,” ESV, NIV)—that is, view firsthand and attentively—their wives’ 
pure, reverent lives (“chaste conversation coupled with fear,” KJV). The 
Greek term rendered pure can mean “modest” or “blameless” and includes 
the idea of moral purity. The term reverent (literally, “in fear”) refers to deep 
reverence for God, out of which the Christian wives would continue to be 
motivated to practice moral purity.

VERSE 3

Your beauty should not consist of outward things like elaborate 
hairstyles and the wearing of gold ornaments or fine clothes. 
Peter stressed that Christian wives were to give precedence to character over 
an undue focus on outward appearance. The phrase your beauty (“whose 
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adorning,” KJV) literally is “of whom the adornment,” referring to a facet of 
wives’ modest or blameless behavior mentioned in 3:2. The phrase should 
not (“let it not be,” KJV; “do not let,” ESV) reflects a command. 

Peter gave examples of externals that were not to comprise Christian 
wives’ adornment. The phrase elaborate hairstyles translates two Greek 
words that mean “braiding” or “plaiting” of hair. The phrase wearing of gold 
ornaments literally means “placing around” gold items on oneself such as 
hairnets, rings, bracelets, and anklets. Finally, Christian wives were not to put 
on or wear fine clothes as part of their adornment. Peter counseled modest 
dress that was not overly expensive and was in good taste. 

We should notice that Peter did not forbid Christian wives to wear any 
jewelry or good clothes. As part of their Christian witness, they should seek 
to be neat and well-groomed. Most likely, Peter warned against extravagance. 
Some Christian wives may have had wealthy husbands and may have been 
tempted to flaunt the luxuries they enjoyed. 

VERSE 4

Instead, it should consist of what is inside the heart with the 
imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very 
valuable in God’s eyes. 
Peter pointed Christian wives to the proper perspective on beauty: inner 
beauty was authentic beauty and was not to be neglected by preoccupation 
with outer adornment. The word instead renders a Greek term that means 
“but” and introduces a stark contrast. The words it should consist of what 
is inside the heart (“the hidden person of the heart,” ESV; “your inner self,” 
NIV) refer to what Paul termed “the inner man” in Ephesians 3:16. The 
word heart pointed to the center of life—the seat of the emotions, will, and 
intellect. Neither Paul nor Peter was referring to a concealed part of a person 
but rather to the essential self, the self in relationship with God. In other 
words, Peter stressed that character counts, and it counts most. He wanted 
Christian wives to understand that real beauty was excellence of character.

Peter urged Christian wives to have and demonstrate the imperishable 
quality of a gentle and quiet spirit (“that which is not corruptible, even 
the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit,” KJV). The Greek term rendered 
imperishable means “enduring,” “not subject to decay.” The inner beauty that 
came from new life in Christ would not fade. The Greek word translated 
gentle means “meek,” “kind,” “forgiving,” and “benevolent.” It does not convey 
the idea of timidity but of strength under control. It can have the sense of 
not insisting on one’s rights. The word quiet renders a Greek term that means 
“tranquil,” “peaceful.” It can convey the sense of having a calming effect. 
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Peter did not mean that wives were to be seen but not heard. Rather, they 
were to apply their strength humbly and in helpful ways. The word spirit 
refers here to attitude or disposition.

The word which probably connects to the entire content of verse 4. Giving 
careful attention to character, the center of life, and cultivating the enduring 
quality (attitude or disposition) of disciplined strength were very valuable 
in God’s eyes (“in the sight of God of great price,” KJV). The Greek term 
rendered very valuable came from the financial sphere and had the idea of 
something being highly priced or costly. The phrase in God’s eyes has the 
sense of God’s judgment or estimation. In God’s evaluation, the attitude and 
demeanor Peter urged Christian wives to have was beyond pricing. 

VERSES 5-6

For in the past, the holy women who put their hope in God also 
beautified themselves in this way, submitting to their own 
husbands, just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. You 
have become her children when you do what is good and are not 
frightened by anything alarming.
With the phrase in the past (“in the old time,” KJV), Peter turned to 
Hebrew history to strengthen his instructions to Christian wives. The holy 
women he offered as examples were members of God’s covenant people. 
These women put their hope in God (“trusted in God,” KJV). Literally, they 
kept on hoping in God; their confidence that He would fulfill His promises 
remained steady. They beautified themselves (“adorned themselves,” KJV) 
by submitting to their own husbands. The women of old exhibited the 
qualities produced by their relationship with God. Submission to their 
husbands was one expression of their godly character. 

Peter singled out Sarah, Abraham’s wife, as an example of the manner 
in which Christian wives were to relate to their husbands. Sarah obeyed 
Abraham. The form of the Greek term rendered obeyed has the sense of an 
action taken over a span of time. The word means “listened to” and then 
“obeyed.” One suggestion is that Sarah listened to Abraham’s concerns and 
then acted to meet his needs. An alternate suggestion is that rather than 
merely being considerate Sarah was obedient, following Abraham’s leading. 
The Greek term rendered lord also can be translated “master.” In Genesis 
18:12, Sarah referred to Abraham as her “lord.” In Peter’s time, subordinates 
addressed superiors with the term. In Sarah’s case, the term likely was an 
expression recognizing Abraham’s position as head of the household. 

The words you have become her children (“you are her daughters,” NIV) 
refer to Sarah’s spiritual descendants. Peter could have meant that Christian 
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wives followed Sarah’s example when they related to their husbands as Sarah 
did to Abraham. Another possibility is that Peter meant even as Abraham 
was the father of the faithful, so Sarah could be considered the mother of 
faithful Christian wives. 

Christian wives gave evidence they were Sarah’s spiritual descendants by 
demonstrating two aspects of her behavior. First, they did so by doing what 
is good (“what is right,” NIV). Peter likely had in mind the believing wives’ 
loving, dutiful relationships with their husbands, but he also may have 
referred to their behavior as a whole. Second, Christian wives demonstrated 
they were Sarah’s spiritual daughters by not being frightened by anything 
alarming (“give way to fear,” NIV). Peter might have drawn this counsel 
from Proverbs 3:25. The phrase could refer to fear concerning the possibility 
of an unbelieving husband’s ill-treatment or to a wider range of concerns.

FOR THE HUSBAND (1 Pet. 3:7)

VERSE 7

Husbands, in the same way, live with your wives with an 
understanding of their weaker nature yet showing them honor 
as coheirs of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not 
be hindered. 
The husbands Peter addressed in this verse presumably were Christians. 
The implication is that their wives also were believers. Because of women’s 
low standing in the prevailing culture, Peter’s mandate to husbands elevated 
women’s status in their society.

Many interpreters connect the Greek word translated in the same way 
to 2:17, particularly to the exhortation to “honor everyone.” Because of the 
family structure of the time, a reference to submission as in 2:13,18; 3:1 is 
viewed as unlikely. The common denominator for Christian husbands and 
wives was honor and respect. Another suggestion is that the connecting 
term simply denoted the next issue in Peter’s list of instructions. 

Why did Peter give so much more space in his letter to instructing 
Christian wives than to counseling husbands? Likely, Christian wives with 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Who has stood out to you as a model Christian wife? List the qualities and 
actions that impressed you. If you have known a Christian wife who led 
her husband to faith in Christ, how did she do so?
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non-Christian husbands were in a far more precarious situation. When 
a husband became a Christian, he expected his wife to follow. Christian 
husbands’ responsibilities in their marriages, however, were as crucial and 
demanding as their wives’ responsibilities.  

The phrase live with your wives (“dwell with them,” KJV) conveys the 
sense of daily interactions but also may refer to intimate marital relations. 
Peter issued a command, not a request. Husbands were to relate to their 
wives with an understanding of their weaker nature (“as unto the 
weaker vessel,” KJV; “as the weaker partner,” NIV). The Greek term rendered 
understanding means “knowledge” and has the idea of keen mental awareness 
concerning the marriage relationship. It also conveys the sense of wisdom—
the practical application of truths. One suggestion is that Peter referred 
to husbands’ knowledge of God. An alternate view is that he had in mind 
husbands’ being considerate of their wives’ feelings and needs.

The word nature translates a Greek term that means “vessel,” “furniture,” 
and “implement or instrument.” Peter may have meant wives and husbands 
were furnishings or implements in God’s new spiritual house (see 2:5). Wives 
were not objects to be used but persons to be recognized as instrumental in 
God’s service. The Greek term rendered weaker comes from a word that can 
mean either “deficient in strength” or “deficient in authority or power.” If Peter 
had the first meaning in mind, he suggested that, generally, husbands were 
bigger and stronger than their wives. The second meaning would accurately 
express wives’ status in their culture and would stress husbands’ need to be 
considerate of their wives. In both approaches, Peter certainly did not mean 
wives were weaker than their husbands intellectually, morally, or spiritually. 

Husbands consistently were to show their wives honor (“respect,” NIV). The 
Greek term rendered showing means “allotting,” “assigning,” or “bestowing.” 
The Greek word rendered honor means “precious,” “costly,” “valuable.” Thus, 
husbands were to ascribe great worth to their wives and were to extend the 
respect due to them because the wives were precious to them. 

Peter pointed out to Christian husbands that their believing wives were 
coheirs of the grace of life. The phrase the grace of life refers to eternal life, 
God’s gift of grace. The term coheirs expressed wives’ spiritual equality with 
their husbands. The phrase could refer to their inheritance being kept in 
heaven. I prefer the view that Peter alluded to the new life that began with 
their conversions and continued toward ultimate fulfillment. In this new life 
of grace in Christ, husbands and wives were equal.

Interpreters disagree on whether the phrase your prayers refers to the 
husband’s prayers only or to the prayers of both the husband and his wife. 
If the former idea is meant, Peter warned the Christian husband that if 
he was not considerate of his wife and failed to value and honor her, the 
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husband’s prayers would be hindered. The Greek term translated hindered 
means “interrupted” or “thwarted.” It can mean “blocked” and was used 
of roads that could not be traveled because of obstacles. Husbands who 
did not treat their wives with honor would not have the proper attitude to 
pray. If Peter included both spouses in the plural pronoun your, he indicated 
that husbands’ failure to treat their wives properly adversely affected their 
praying together or would have a negative impact on the wives’ prayers.

FOR ALL BELIEVERS (1 Pet. 3:8-12)

VERSES 8-9

Now finally, all of you should be like-minded and sympathetic, 
should love believers, and be compassionate and humble, not 
paying back evil for evil or insult for insult but, on the contrary, 
giving a blessing, since you were called for this, so that you can 
inherit a blessing.
Peter next addressed believers in general and gave guidelines for relationships 
with other Christians and for responses to unbelievers. He outlined the 
attitudes believers were to have toward one another and toward people who 
mistreated them. 

The word finally introduces Peter’s concluding statements in this section. 
The phrase all of you encompassed the entire Christian community. 
Believers were to be like-minded—that is, harmonious or one in spirit. The 
idea is not agreement on every matter but unity regarding basic Christian 
teachings and standards of practice. Believers were to be sympathetic 
(“having compassion,” KJV) with one another. The Greek term refers to 
sharing another’s feelings or identifying with another’s pain or joy. 

Peter again stressed the imperative of brotherly love in the Christian 
community (see 1:22; 2:17). In a hostile environment, they needed to extend 
warm, family-like love to one another and to be unified in supporting and 
encouraging one another. They needed to be compassionate and humble 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the section “Biblical Submission” in the article titled “Marriage” on 
page 1084 in the Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary. In what ways is a 
Christian marriage always a work in progress? What do you consider to be 
the keys to an enduring marriage?
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toward one another. The Greek word rendered compassionate means 
“tenderhearted” and comes from the term for the body’s inner organs as the 
seat of emotions. The term rendered humble (literally, “humble-minded”) 
has the sense of thinking modestly of oneself. Humility is not having a low 
opinion of oneself. Rather, it is having a healthy sense of one’s strengths and 
weaknesses and involves an awareness of dependency on Christ and others. 

Peter’s admonition that believers not return evil for evil or insult for 
insult likely referred to pagans’ mistreatment of Christians. The Greek term 
rendered paying back expresses continuing action. The word translated evil 
means “harm” and “injury.” In 3:9, it likely has the sense of mistreatment. 
The Greek term rendered insult conveys the sense of verbal abuse. Rather 
than strike back or use words as weapons, believers were to keep on invoking 
God’s favor on people who treated them badly. Peter declared believers were 
called for this. In responding to God’s call to salvation, they had received 
His grace. Experiencing saving and sustaining grace, believers were expected 
to be gracious, even to people who mistreated them.

The purpose of believers’ gracious response to mistreatment was so that 
[they could] inherit a blessing. What was the blessing to be inherited? One 
view is that the term refers to eternal life. Gracious behavior was evidence that 
believers were genuine heirs of eternal life, the fulfillment of their salvation. 
An alternate view is that Peter had in mind believers’ full enjoyment of God’s 
mercy, grace, and love. Their adherence to guidelines such as being gracious to 
opponents who mistreated them would ensure the fullness of their enjoyment 
of relationship with God (see Luke 7:47). I prefer the latter view. 

VERSE 10

For the one who wants to love life and to see good days must keep 
his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit, 
The word for connects what follows with 3:8-9. With slight variations, Peter 
quoted from the Greek translation of Psalm 34:12-16. There the psalmist 
addressed the person who wanted to love life and to see good days. 
Literally, the psalmist directed his words to the person who delighted in life 
and loved length of days that he might experience good. To delight in life is 
to seek life that is full; to love length of days refers to long life; and to see 
good is to experience God’s blessings. Peter may have intended life and good 
days in the sense of eternal life or to a full and satisfying life of purpose. 

Still quoting from Psalm 34, Peter introduced a series of commands 
expressed in the word must. The person seeking full life must keep his 
tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit. Believers are to 
refrain from hurling harmful, injurious, and misleading words at others. 
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VERSE 11

and he must turn away from evil and do what is good. He must 
seek peace and pursue it, 
The person delighting in life and blessings also must turn away from evil 
(“eschew evil,” KJV). The Greek term rendered turn away means “to avoid” or 
“to decline.” The word translated evil refers to what is morally bad, harmful, 
and injurious. Instead, the individual must do what is good. The word do 
carries the sense of practicing. The term good has the idea of what is virtuous 
or upright. Believers were to reject evil and practice righteousness.

Further, real life involves striving after peace. The Hebrew word behind 
the Greek term rendered peace means “completeness” or “soundness.” The 
Greek word rendered seek has the idea of striving for or searching for 
something—that is, of pursuing something. The word translated pursue 
(“ensue,” KJV) has the sense of earnestly endeavoring to acquire something. 
Harmonious relationships with others required that believers choose not to 
retaliate against those who mistreated them. Christians were to forgive. 

VERSE 12

because the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are 
open to their request. But the face of the Lord is against those 
who do what is evil. 
Peter gave the reason that believers were to follow the instructions in 3:10-
11: the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous—that is, on people in 
right relationship with Him, who are fulfilling the responsibilities of that 
relationship. The Lord extends special care to them and faithfully watches 
over them. He attentively listens to their prayers for His help with a readiness 
to answer. In sobering contrast, the Lord’s face … is against those who do 
what is evil. That is, people who persistently practice wickedness meet with 
God’s disapproval and displeasure. He is against them. 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Complete the italicized statement with one of the possible answers 
and explain your selection. The believer’s ability to return blessing for 
mistreatment or insult is … (1) a gift of the Spirit; (2) a natural, automatic 
response issuing from new life in Christ; (3) a spiritual discipline that 
requires consistent, deliberate effort.
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Always Ready
Believers honor God by sharing His hope with others.

I have to fight with all my might not to envy people who sing well. If God 
meant for me to have a fine singing voice, the angel in charge of dispensing 
it evidently gave it to someone else. I cannot carry a tune in the proverbial 
bucket. I do have, however, an appreciation for music and for highly talented 
people who use their musical gifts for others’ benefit, especially in worship. 
Whenever our church congregation sings the hymn titled “Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness,” I am reminded of the wonderful basic truths of the Christian 
experience. The hymn speaks of God’s gracious gifts to all believers: 
forgiveness of sin, enduring peace, encouragement, guidance, and hope for 
the future—plus ten thousand other unnamed blessings.

In providing salvation by grace through faith in Christ, God made available 
all we really need. However, not everyone has experienced God’s gracious 
gift of salvation. Today’s believers need to be prepared to present the basis 
of their hope succinctly, firmly, and lovingly. Before we can do so, we need 
to have a clear understanding of what Christian hope is—and what it is not. 
The hope God gives is not wishful thinking; it’s not a shallow “pie-in-the-sky-
by-and-by” pipe dream. God’s gift of hope is the assurance of our being held 
in the sure grip of His grace for the days of this life and for life beyond—
for all our tomorrows. Christian hope is grounded in God’s faithfulness and 
sovereign ability, not in our limited strength and others’ limited abilities.

This study focuses on believers’ living with purpose. A significant aspect 
of that purpose is to express the hope we have as believers to people who 
need the hope God gives. 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
1 PETER 3:13-22

In 3:9-12, Peter exhorted believers to counter the mistreatment and 
insults they experienced by invoking God’s favor on abusers. In 3:13-17, 

Session 6 > 1 Peter 3:13-22

© 2016 LifeWay



61Se ssion 6:   Always Ready

he addressed the subject of believers’ suffering for well-doing. If they were 
sincerely committed to doing good, no one could ultimately harm them 
(3:13). They received God’s blessing if they suffered unjustly. Instead of being 
fearful, they were to honor Christ in their hearts. In addition, they were to 
be prepared to answer questions about their faith with a defense of their 
hope (3:14-15). They were to answer questioners gently and respectfully, 
with a clear conscience. If believers did so, they would shame opponents who 
insulted and falsely accused them. Peter emphasized that suffering for doing 
good was better than suffering for doing evil (3:16-17).

Peter pointed to Christ’s suffering as the supreme example of unjust 
suffering. The apostle reminded believers that although Christ was righteous, 
He died on behalf of unrighteous people so He could bring them to God. 
Christ was put to death physically but was raised to life “in the spiritual 
realm” (3:18) In that realm, He went to imprisoned spirits and spoke to 
them. These were people who had rejected God’s warning during the time 
Noah was building the ark (3:19-20a).

Only eight people entered the ark Noah built and were saved from the flood. 
Peter used the ark’s floating on water as a metaphor for baptism. Following 
their faith-commitments to Christ and their experiencing salvation provided 
through Jesus’ resurrection, believers’ baptisms were visible expressions of 
their good consciences before God (3:20b-21). Peter stressed that Jesus is at 
God’s right hand in heaven and is sovereign (3:22).  

EXPLORE THE TEXT
READY TO DEFEND (1 Pet. 3:13-17)

VERSE 13

And who will harm you if you are deeply committed to what 
is good? 
The term and (“now,” ESV) connects this verse to 3:12—the assurance of 
God’s attentiveness to believers and His opposition to evildoers. In light 
of God’s watchful care over His people, believers could be sure no harm 
would befall them. The Greek word translated harm expresses injury or 
mistreatment and has the sense of future ill-treatment. Christians were 
being persecuted, but they could endure opposition with the confidence 
they were held securely in God’s grace. Peter did not mean believers would 
not suffer future abuse or injury; in fact, the likelihood was they would face 
ongoing and perhaps intensifying mistreatment. Yet because of their strong 
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commitment to God, they would remain in His care. They would not suffer 
ultimate harm. 

The Greek construction of the phrase if you are deeply committed 
to what is good conveys the idea of a condition unfulfilled but with the 
possibility of fulfillment. The opportunity was open for Christians to become 
zealots for good. The Greek term rendered deeply committed means “ardently 
devoted to,” “aspiring eagerly after.” The Greek word translated good means 
“upright,” “virtuous,” and “honorable.” Peter’s words conveyed the sense of 
passionate intensity or enthusiasm for living by the gospel’s standards.  

Peter’s statement likely conveyed the truth that believers’ physical 
mistreatment could not harm them permanently and could not take 
away from the eternal inheritance reserved for them in heaven. If their 
commitment to Christ and His way of living was genuine and intense, they 
could be confident they were in His eternal care.

VERSE 14

But even if you should suffer for righteousness, you are blessed. 
Do not fear what they fear or be disturbed, 
Peter acknowledged the possibility that believers would suffer for 
righteousness (“suffer for what is right,” NIV). The term if introduces 
a conditional phrase in which the condition is unfulfilled and has the 
remote possibility of coming to pass. Thus, one view is that Peter indicated 
suffering was unlikely for the recipients of his letter at this time. An 
alternate interpretation is that although suffering was a reality for believers, 
it was not perpetual. Even so, suffering for the faith was a constant threat 
and could erupt at any moment. The Greek word that is translated suffer 
means “affected by something in a good or bad way.” In the context of 3:14, 
it means “endure evil” or “be afflicted.” Peter may have had in mind intense 
suffering. Believers already were being harassed, insulted, and mistreated. 
The possibility of more severe persecution hovered over them.

If believers suffered for righteousness, they were blessed (“happy are ye,” 
KJV; “will be blessed,” ESV). Their right (morally and ethically excellent) 
conduct out of their right relationship with God was drawing hostile responses 
from non-Christians and could continue to escalate. The Greek term rendered 
blessed means “happy” or “prosperous.” In its early use, the word seems to have 
referred to material prosperity, to a person’s being rich. It often has this sense 
in the Old Testament, but it also stresses an awareness of God’s approval of 
right living issuing from one’s love of God. It is not the human emotion of 
happiness that usually depends on favorable circumstances. The pagan Greek 
word for happiness does not occur in the New Testament. Thus, to be blessed 
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is to receive God’s favor for being on the right course. God’s favor was not 
merely the promise of future reward in heaven but would belong to believers 
in the here and now as they faced persecution.

Peter quoted Isaiah 8:12 to encourage believers who might face future 
suffering because of their faith. Originally, God addressed the words to the 
prophet Isaiah in the context of the Assyrians’ approaching invasion of the 
promised land. The prophet was not to give in to pressure to join conspiracies 
against Assyria or to share people’s fear but was to fear (reverence) God, 
who would become a sanctuary for the faithful. Peter applied God’s message 
through Isaiah to the pressures believers faced because of their faith. They 
were not to allow persecutors’ threats to cause them to fear—to run away in 
terror (“be not afraid of their terror,” KJV). They were not to be intimidated 
into backing away from their devotion to Christ. Believers were not to be 
disturbed (“troubled,” KJV; “frightened,” NIV) or agitated.

VERSE 15

but honor the Messiah as Lord in your hearts. Always be ready to 
give a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope 
that is in you. 
Rather than be fearful or intimidated by opponents’ threats, believers were 
to honor the Messiah as Lord in [their] hearts (“sanctify the Lord God in 
your hearts,” KJV; “in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy,” ESV; “in 
your hearts revere Christ as Lord,” NIV). With some variation, here Peter 
drew from Isaiah 8:13. The word but introduces the sharp contrast between 
fear and determined commitment to Christ. The Greek term rendered honor 
can mean “to separate” or “to declare sacred or holy.” The idea is that of 
acknowledging Christ as holy. The term Messiah designated Jesus as God’s 
anointed Deliverer. The Greek term rendered Lord translated the Hebrew 
name Yahweh [YAH weh] in the Septuagint (a major Greek translation of 
the Hebrew Scriptures) and here stressed Christ’s deity. The phrase in your 
hearts referred to the center of the believer’s being, the center of emotions, 
intellect, and will. In a decisive act of total commitment, believers were to 
give ultimate allegiance and obedience to Christ.

Any and every time people inquired about their faith, Christians were to 
be ready (prepared) to answer, whether in court or in daily conversation. The 
phrase to give a defense (“give an answer,” KJV) literally is “for an apology.” 
Our word apologetics comes from the Greek term and is defined as a defense, 
written or oral, of a cause or belief. In Peter’s time, the Greek word was a legal 
term for a lawyer’s courtroom presentation of an oral defense for a client and 
his winning of an acquittal. 
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The phrase the hope that is in you referred to believers’ confident 
expectation based on God’s ability and faithfulness. This assurance, a gift 
of God’s grace, energized their lives and provided confidence for the future. 
Believers needed to be ready to articulate clearly their experiences of grace.

VERSE 16

However, do this with gentleness and respect, keeping your 
conscience clear, so that when you are accused, those who 
denounce your Christian life will be put to shame. 
Believers were to be ready to present a firm defense of their faith, but they 
were to answer with gentleness and respect (“meekness and fear,” KJV). 
The Greek word translated gentleness has the idea of strength under control. 
If questions came in the form of challenges, believers were to give disciplined 
responses instead of lashing out. Also, they were to avoid arrogance. The Greek 
term rendered respect can mean “fear,” but most likely the word has the sense 
of respect for the questioners or reverence for God. Not only would believers’ 
restrained, respectful responses prevent hostile reactions, but such responses 
also would offer a positive witness concerning Christ’s life-changing grace.
 

Peter urged believers to keep their conscience clear. The Greek term 
rendered conscience comes from a word that means “to know together with 
one’s self,” to be conscious of one’s conduct with a sense of moral obligation to 
do what is right. For believers to have a good conscience, they were to follow 
God’s guidance, thus living free from a sense of guilt, with no wrongs to hide. 

With a clear consciousness of right conduct, believers not only could offer 
a credible defense of the hope they held but also would be able to effectively 
counter non-Christians who criticized their Christian manner of life. The 
Greek term rendered accused means “spoken against,” “defamed,” or 
“slandered.” It has the sense of speaking evil of someone. The Greek word 
translated denounce (“falsely accuse,” KJV; “revile,” ESV; “slander,” NIV) has 
the sense of spitefully abusing or threatening. The phrase your Christian 
life (“your good conversation in Christ,” KJV; “your good behavior in Christ,” 
ESV, NIV) literally is “your good conduct (behavior, manner of life) in Christ.” 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Write a concise list of your basic Christian beliefs. Then write the reasons 
for holding those beliefs that are non-negotiable for you. How can you be 
ready to express those beliefs kindly to anyone who asks about your faith?
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The Greek term rendered will be put to shame means “may be made to 
blush” or “may be frustrated.” Rebutting opponents would be contingent on 
believers’ morally and ethically good conduct.

VERSE 17

For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s 
will, than for doing evil. 
Peter emphasized that any suffering believers experienced should come 
because of their doing good (“well doing,” KJV), not because of their 
doing evil. The phrase doing good refers to living rightly according to God’s 
standards. The phrase doing evil refers to committing wrong, to conduct that 
is injurious. Believers’ suffering was to be undeserved and unjust. 

The phrase if that should be God’s will literally is “if the will of God should 
so will.” One interpretation of this phrase is that God wills that some believers 
suffer unjustly—whatever the degree of their suffering—for purposes of 
refinement or discipline. My view is that, within the scope of God’s will for 
all Christians to faithfully follow Him in obedient service, suffering can and 
does come from hostile opponents. It is not God’s desire that His people 
suffer unjustly when they do good. However, in a fallen world still marked 
by active evil, doing God’s will necessarily includes the possibility of pain and 
persecution. Yet when His people suffer, God is present with them.

POINT TO CHRIST’S WORK (1 Pet. 3:18-20a)

VERSE 18

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that He might bring you to God, after being put to 
death in the fleshly realm but made alive in the spiritual realm. 
Peter’s purpose in 3:18-20a was to illustrate the truth stated in 3:17. Peter 
directed believers’ attention to Jesus as the supreme example of unjust 
suffering to encourage them to face persecution courageously. His suffering 
was immeasurably more intense than theirs; further, it was unique because 
He suffered to atone for people’s sins. Peter’s point was that the Lord whom 
believers served had suffered; thus, He understood their suffering and 
offered an example of enduring suffering.

Believers were to remain faithful while enduring unjust suffering, for 
(because) Christ also suffered for sins once for all. Peter’s statement 
echoes the emphasis of the writer of Hebrews that Jesus offered Himself 
once for all for people’s sins (see Heb. 7:27). The writer later stated: “Now 
He [Christ] has appeared one time, at the end of the ages, for the removal 
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of sin by the sacrifice of Himself” (9:26). He added that Christ was “offered 
once to bear the sins of many” (9:28). He suffered for sins; that is, He offered 
Himself as the perfect sacrifice that removes sins. Thus, Christ’s once-for-all-
time redemptive death was a basic Christian truth expressed in the gospel. 

The sinless (righteous) Christ gave Himself on behalf of unrighteous 
(sinful) people (“the just for the unjust,” KJV). He voluntarily died on the 
cross that He might bring [sinners, the unrighteous] to God. His redemptive 
death opened the way of grace to God. The Greek term rendered bring means 
“conduct to the presence of” someone, “open a way of access.” It was used of a 
person who gained for another an audience with a ruler. Jesus’ atoning death 
made possible people’s being forgiven, thus making them acceptable to God. 

Jesus’ atoning death and triumphant resurrection provided access to God 
for sinners. He was put to death in the fleshly realm but made alive in 
the spiritual realm (“put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit,” 
KJV). The Greek text literally reads “having been put to death in flesh but 
having been made alive in spirit.” Among interpretations offered concerning 
the statement are: (1) Jesus’ physical body was put to death but His human 
spirit lived. (2) Humans killed Jesus, but the Spirit raised Him to life. 
(3) Two realms were meant: the realm of flesh and the realm of spirit. My 
understanding of the phrase is that in His incarnation, Jesus died physically. 
He experienced real suffering and real death. Through the resurrection, 
however, He lives in the spiritual sphere, eternity as opposed to time. 

VERSES 19-20a

In that state He also went and made a proclamation to the spirits 
in prison who in the past were disobedient, when God patiently 
waited in the days of Noah while an ark was being prepared. 
Arguably, 1 Peter 3:19 is one of the most difficult verses in the New Testament. 
The phrase in that state literally is “in which.” Likely, the meaning is “in 
spirit.” A number of interpretations have been offered of the words He also 
went and made a proclamation (“preached,” KJV) to the spirits in prison. 
Views include: (1) Between the crucifixion and the resurrection, Christ went 
to spirits of the dead held in custody in the place of the lost so as to preach 
the gospel to them and give them opportunity to repent. (2) Christ went to 
imprisoned spirits to affirm His lordship. (3) The preexistent Christ preached 
to the unheeding, disobedient people in the days of Noah, whose spirits later 
were imprisoned. (4) In Noah’s day, Christ preached through Noah while 
an ark was being prepared. (5) Christ went to announce His work of 
redemption was completed. (6) Christ went to preach to the righteous. (7) He 
went to announce condemnation to those who refused to believe. 
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My view—related most closely to views 3 and 4—is that the Spirit of 
Christ, through Noah and/or other means, preached to the unbelieving 
people of Noah’s day, just as Christ’s Spirit was active in the Israelite prophets 
“when He testified in advance to the messianic sufferings and the glories that 
would follow” (1 Pet. 1:11). In this approach, Christ’s proclamation occurred 
in Noah’s time, not following the resurrection. During the time Noah was 
building the ark, God patiently waited for positive response to Christ’s 
preaching through Noah. By implication, Peter may have meant that God also 
was being patient with believers’ persecutors, giving them a chance to repent. 

Whatever interpretation you favor, keep in mind a scriptural truth: People 
who die having rejected God’s offer of salvation by grace will not receive 
another opportunity to place faith in Christ. As the writer of Hebrews 
stressed, “It is appointed for people to die once—and after this, judgment” 
(Heb. 9:27).

DISPLAY YOUR FAITH (1 Pet. 3:20b-22)

VERSE 20b

In it a few—that is, eight people—were saved through water. 
Peter continued his reference to the account in Genesis 6–8 of Noah’s building 
the ark and, with his family members, surviving the flood. In Noah’s time, 
people around him refused to believe his warnings. Believers to whom Peter 
wrote also were surrounded by unbelievers who scoffed at Christians. Even 
as God had made a way of rescue for faithful Noah, so He made a way of grace 
for believers. The phrase in it refers to the ark Noah built. Only an incredibly 
small minority (a few) entered the ark and were saved from the flood. Only 
eight people (literally, “souls” in the sense of persons, individuals)—Noah, 
his wife, his three sons, and the sons’ wives (see Gen. 7:13)—were saved 
through water. One interpretation of the phrase through water is that the 
term through means “by means of”; that is, the floodwaters that destroyed 
the unbelieving and disobedient kept the ark afloat and made possible the 
survivors’ new beginning. However, if the term saved means “brought safely 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Reflect on Jesus’ voluntary death on the cross to open a way of grace 
to God for sinners. How has your appreciation of your relationship with 
Christ deepened through the years? What is the difference between 
acknowledging Jesus died for sinners and the realization He died for you?
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through,” then the ark—not the water—enabled Noah and his family to 
survive the devastating, worldwide flood. 

VERSE 21

Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you (not the 
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the pledge of a good 
conscience toward God) through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Peter used the account of the ark and floodwaters as a figure for Christian 
baptism. The phrase which corresponds to this (“the like figure,” KJV; 
“symbolizes,” NIV) translates a Greek word that means “a thing resembling 
another,” “a counterpart.” We get the word antitype from the Greek term. The 
writer of Hebrews used the term in the sense of a copy or a representation 
(see Heb. 9:24). Peter thought of the Old Testament account of the ark as 
prefiguring Christian baptism. The word this could refer to water; if so, Peter 
drew a parallel between the floodwaters and the waters of baptism.  

What did Peter mean by the statement baptism … now saves you 
(“baptism doth also now save us,” KJV)? One view is that he referred to 
believers’ being baptized by the Holy Spirit into God’s kingdom. More likely, 
the word baptism encompassed believers’ total experience, part of which 
was immersion in water. To make clear that the act of immersion in water 
does not save, Peter quickly pointed out that baptism does not remove the 
body’s filth (or spiritual filth). Salvation comes rather through the pledge 
(“the answer,” KJV; “an appeal,” ESV) of a good conscience toward God. 
The Greek word translated pledge could mean “an inquiry or question,” 
“a demand,” or “intense desire.” Peter could have meant that after inquiry, at 
baptism the believer vowed to maintain a good conscience—to be dedicated 
to God. A second possibility is that Peter meant at baptism converts asked 
God to forgive them, thus cleansing their consciences. Taken in the sense 
of earnest seeking, the meaning is that because people being baptized had 
intensely desired to be reconciled to God, they were saved, and baptism was 
a visible expression of that experience. 

Peter emphasized that believers’ salvation came not through baptism 
in water but through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Resurrection 
presupposed death, so Peter was referring to Jesus’ atoning death on the 
cross as well as His being raised from death. Together, Christ’s death and 
resurrection comprise the salvation event; they go together as God’s great act 
of redemptive grace. The Savior, God’s promised Deliverer, lives to give life to 
people who place faith in Him.

A believer’s baptism was (and is) a public confession of faith, a witness 
concerning the believer’s determination to follow Christ. Baptism also was 
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a vivid portrayal of the believer’s life-changing experience. Being immersed 
in water depicted death to the old way of life and being buried with Christ. 
Being brought up out of the water symbolized the believer’s being raised to 
new life in Christ (see Rom. 6:5). Sharing His resurrection meant sharing His 
life that never ends.

Believers’ baptisms in Peter’s day (and today in some places) were 
courageous, costly acts. Most converts were adults who came from the 
darkness of paganism to the light of salvation in Christ. Public baptism was 
no easy choice for them. It represented a complete break with people around 
them still steeped in paganism. As a result, believers often were shunned, 
threatened, and persecuted. 

My baptism was not costly to me in terms of ostracism, opposition, or 
mistreatment. Your baptism likely was not costly in those ways either. Yet 
our shared experience should be a constant incentive to live daily the new 
quality of life vividly presented in our being raised from baptismal waters. 

VERSE 22

Now that He has gone into heaven, He is at God’s right hand with 
angels, authorities, and powers subject to Him. 
Forty days after the resurrection, Jesus ascended into heaven (see Acts 1:3,9-
11), God’s immediate presence. There, He is at God’s right hand. That is, His 
status is one of honor, majesty, dignity, power, and authority. He is sovereign 
over angels, authorities, and powers. Together, the three terms encompass 
the whole range of spiritual beings. One view is that the construction in the 
Greek text describes the angels as authoritative and powerful; thus, one order 
of spiritual beings is indicated, not three. An alternate view is that authorities 
and powers were supernatural enemies of God. In this view, Peter assured 
believers Christ had overcome them. They are subject to Him. 

Peter emphasized Christ’s triumphant resurrection and continuing 
sovereignty to encourage believers who were facing opposition. Their powerful 
Lord would help them in the difficulties they encountered. The living Lord is 
sovereign today, and He is able to help His followers in any circumstance.

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the section “Meaning” in the article titled “Baptism” on page 168 of 
the Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary. Reflect on your baptism. What did 
it mean to you at the time? How has that meaning deepened over time?
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Equipped to Live
Believers honor God by loving others in all circumstances.

How far we have fallen from what God designed the human family to be! 
One proof of this reality is the need for peaceful nations to maintain large, 
well-equipped standing armies. Moreover, our nation must maintain a high-
alert national security team to guard against terrorist attacks on our soil. 
Police officers need to have the latest and best weapons and protective gear 
to combat criminals who brandish sophisticated weaponry. Being adequately 
prepared to counter violence is a tragic truth with which we live daily.

The New Testament makes clear that Christians are engaged in a 
cosmic conflict far greater than wars between nations and ongoing combat 
against terrorism, crime, and violence. Believers are involved in a life-and-
death struggle against evil. Because of this titanic conflict, we must equip 
ourselves for battle; we must avail ourselves of the equipment God provides. 
The conflict is severe, and ill-equipped Christians swiftly become casualties. 

Life lived to the full demands that we equip ourselves. Even as we prepare 
ourselves for jobs, vocations, or professions, we need to equip ourselves to live 
with purpose and meaning—to live lives of high moral and ethical quality, to 
be people of exemplary character. This session stresses the need for believers 
to equip themselves with the determination to follow God’s will. Part of His 
will is to love others, which honors Him. Peter emphasized that we are to 
arm ourselves with Christ’s attitude.  

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
1 PETER 4:1-11

Believers’ unjust suffering was a major concern Peter addressed in his letter 
(see 2:18-25; 3:13-17). In 4:1, Peter again alluded to Christ’s suffering and 
urged believers to have the same resolve (or attitude) He demonstrated. 
Unjust suffering as a result of believers’ faith-commitments gave evidence 
of their break with sin’s dominance. With the resolve Christ had, believers 

Session 7 > 1 Peter 4:1-11
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could live in obedience to God’s will rather than be driven by selfish desires. 
The recipients of Peter’s letter already had spent enough time in pagan living 
(4:2-3). The unbelievers among whom Christians lived could not understand 
the reason Christians did not take part in their pagan living and were 
slandering them (4:4). These opponents would face judgment. Other humans 
may have judged deceased believers who had responded positively to the 
gospel, but these Christians lived with Him in the spiritual realm (4:5-6). 

In 4:7-11, Peter gave instructions concerning practical Christian living. 
Because believers were living in the end times—the period leading up to 
Christ’s return—they needed guidelines for their conduct. They were to 
practice the discipline of prayer, maintain deep love for one another, and 
practice hospitality. They were to exercise the spiritual gifts God had given 
them, for by doing so they would demonstrate good management of God’s 
many-faceted grace. Peter then closed this section of his letter with a doxology. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
LIVING FOR GOD (1 Pet. 4:1-4)

VERSE 1

Therefore, since Christ suffered in the flesh, equip yourselves also 
with the same resolve—because the one who suffered in the flesh 
has finished with sin— 
The term therefore (“forasmuch,” KJV) connects with the major point of 
3:18-22—Christ’s undeserved, vicarious suffering. In His incarnation, 
Christ suffered a humiliating and excruciating death by crucifixion. In 
2:21-23, Peter presented the example Christ had given for enduring unjust 
suffering. He did not sin or speak deceit; He did not return insult for insult or 
voice threats. Instead, He entrusted Himself to God, the just Judge. 

Peter urged believers to equip (“arm,” KJV, ESV, NIV) themselves with 
the same resolve. The Greek word translated equip means “to provide,” 
“to furnish oneself with something,” “to furnish with arms.” It was used 
of soldiers’ taking up military equipment in preparation for battle. This 
likely was Peter’s emphasis: Believers were in a war against evil and were 
to equip themselves. The Greek term rendered resolve (“mind,” KJV; “way of 
thinking,” ESV; “attitude,” NIV) means “idea,” “thought,” and then “purpose” 
or “intention.” It has the sense of will, of a mind-set. Believers were to face 
persecution with the same approach and conviction with which Jesus endured 
His suffering: acceptance of unjust suffering in the course of opposing evil. 
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Various approaches have been taken in interpreting the words because 
the one who suffered in the flesh has finished with sin (“hath ceased 
from sin,” KJV; “has ceased from sin,” ESV; “is done with sin,” NIV). One 
view is that Peter referred to Christ and His atoning death as having dealt 
with the sin problem once for all time. More likely, however, Peter had in 
mind the believer who endured persecution. If so, possible meanings of the 
statement include: (1) The person who had been disciplined by suffering no 
longer sinned. (2) The believer who had been persecuted for faith in Christ 
and had remained faithful had strengthened resistance to sin. (3) In baptism 
following conversion, a person identified with Christ—His suffering, death, 
and resurrection—and with His resurrection power, which enabled the 
believer to triumph over sin. The meaning is not that a believer who suffered 
persecution with Christ’s approach became sinless. Rather, sin no longer 
dominated that person’s life; it ceased to be a way of life for the believer.  

VERSE 2

in order to live the remaining time in the flesh, no longer for 
human desires, but for God’s will. 
Peter stated the purpose for believers’ arming themselves with Christ’s 
approach for suffering persecution. The word flesh sometimes refers to life 
apart from God. In this context, it has the sense of physical life. The Greek 
word translated desires and described as human is the same term Peter used 
in 1:14. The word comes from a term that means “to set the heart on” or “to 
long for” and can have a good or bad sense. In the bad sense, it refers to impure 
desire, lust, and even violent desire. That is the meaning in 4:2; that kind of 
wrong desire had driven believers’ lives before they became Christians. 

Armed with Christ’s attitude, believers were to live their remaining time 
for God’s will. The Greek term rendered for can be translated “to,” “by,” or “in.” 
The sense could be living under God’s rule, in the sphere of His will. Believers 
were to be intent on pleasing God, fashioning their lives by His purposes. 
Clearly, God’s will was that believers remain faithful under persecution and 
live by the higher standards of their new life in Christ. 
 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article titled “Will of God” on page 1673 in the Holman 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary. What importance do you place on knowing 
and doing God’s will for you? What do you consider to be God’s overall 
will for you? In what ways are you seeking to find and follow His will?
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VERSE 3

For there has already been enough time spent in doing what the 
pagans choose to do: carrying on in unrestrained behavior, evil 
desires, drunkenness, orgies, carousing, and lawless idolatry. 
Peter stressed that before conversion, believers had devoted enough of their 
lives to pagan living. The Greek text literally reads: “For [the] time having 
gone by [is] sufficient to have practiced [the] will of the Gentiles.” The phrase 
there has already been enough time spent (“the time past of our life,” 
KJV) looked back on believers’ past as a closed case. Presumably, they no 
longer engaged in the activities to which he referred. The phrase doing 
what the pagans choose to do (“doing what the Gentiles want to do,” ESV) 
refers to believers’ former lifestyles based on selfish desires uninformed by 
God’s standards. At that time, they did whatever pleased them. The Greek 
term rendered doing has the idea of working something out, of practicing 
something. The term rendered choose has the sense of will, desire, or 
intention. Believers formerly had engaged fully in godless lifestyles.

Peter listed six activities in which believers formerly had taken part but had 
abandoned at conversion. Before their life-changing experience with Christ, 
they had engaged in unrestrained behavior (“walked in lasciviousness,” 
KJV; “living in sensuality,” ESV; “living in debauchery,” NIV). The phrase 
carrying on translates a Greek word that means “to go after,” “to pursue,” 
or “to be devoted to.” Unrestrained behavior was bold, shameless conduct, 
disgusting and outrageous to a healthy sense of decency. The Greek term 
carries the idea of excess, especially sexual excess. 

Evil desires (“lusts,” KJV; “passions,” ESV) no longer drove Christians. As 
in 4:2, the term refers to sexual immorality and violent conduct. Believers had 
stopped giving in to the drive to satisfy themselves any way they chose.

Believers did not take part in drunkenness, orgies, and carousing. The 
Greek term rendered drunkenness comes from a word that means “to bubble 
over” or “to overflow” and referred to overindulgence in wine. The word that 
is translated orgies comes from a term that means “to lie down” and has 
the idea of merrymaking, of wanton feasting. It came to describe revelers’ 
parading a village’s streets and wild religious celebrations. The term carousing 
means “a drinking together” or “a drinking bout,” perhaps closely akin to 
today’s binge-drinking. Pagan religious rites included such drinking bouts. 

Christians had ceased to participate in lawless idolatry. Under the 
Mosaic law, idolatry was forbidden. In addition, idolatrous worship violated 
the laws of nature and conscience. Peter likely was referring to the types 
of idolatry that pagans (Gentiles) practiced. A different approach views the 
word lawless as referring to an unholy and profane way of living. 
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VERSE 4

So they are surprised that you don’t plunge with them into the 
same flood of wild living—and they slander you. 
Believers had quit paganism’s wild, unrestrained, and excessively immoral 
conduct. Their new lives in Christ were qualitatively different from their old 
lifestyles. As a result (so), the pagans among whom Christians lived were 
shocked. The Greek term rendered surprised means “staggered,” “amazed,” 
“struck with a sense of strangeness.” The form conveys ongoing action. The 
word has the sense of something contrasting to something else. The change 
in believers’ behavior astonished and bewildered the pagans around them. 

Unsaved pagans could not understand the reason believers did not plunge 
with them into the same flood of wild living (“the same excess of riot,” 
KJV; “the same flood of debauchery,” ESV). The Greek term rendered plunge 
means “run with,” “run together.” Believers consistently refused to run with 
the old crowd. The Greek word translated flood means “a pouring out,” “an 
excess,” “overflowing.” The phrase wild living renders a Greek term that means 
“failing to save,” “incorrigible,” “prodigal.” It has the sense of wastefulness 
and in 1 Peter 4:4 may have the idea of wasting one’s life on selfish pleasure. 

Because believers did not join the pagans around them in ungodly living, 
those pagans constantly slandered them. The Greek term rendered slander 
(“speaking evil,” KJV; “malign,” ESV; “heap abuse on,” NIV) has the sense of 
defamation of character, of speech that injures or harms another’s reputation. 
It was used in the sense of blasphemy when profane speech was directed 
against God. Some interpreters see both meanings in 4:4. Unbelievers 
expressed their amazement and bewilderment at Christians’ new lifestyle by 
hurling insults at them. In doing so, they expressed contempt for the God 
whom Christians served.

Today, when Christians face opposition, ridicule, and slander because of 
their faith, they are to depend on Christ and affirm His greater purpose. 
Following our wills has negative and destructive results. 

ANSWERING FOR THE GOSPEL (1 Pet. 4:5-6)

VERSE 5

They will give an account to the One who stands ready to judge 
the living and the dead. 
A day of reckoning lay ahead for pagans who were verbally abusing Christians 
for breaking with the old way of life. The Greek term rendered will give 
means “will answer to a claim or expectation.” The opponents would stand 
trial and give an account (state their case), but defense would not be easy. 

© 2016 LifeWay



75Se ssion 7:   Equipped to Live

Peter stressed that Christ (or God) stands ready to judge the living and 
the dead. Readiness suggests that the Judge has complete knowledge of 
the people being judged and is perfectly equipped to render judgment. His 
readiness also implies that judgment was near, reflecting early Christians’ 
expectation of Christ’s imminent return. The living were people still alive 
when Peter wrote; the dead were people who had died prior to that time. 

VERSE 6

For this reason the gospel was also preached to those who are now 
dead, so that, although they might be judged by men in the fleshly 
realm, they might live by God in the spiritual realm. 
The phrase for this reason (“for this cause,” KJV) most likely points ahead 
to the words beginning with so that. The good news of salvation by grace 
through faith in Christ had been preached to those who [were] … dead. 
Peter did not mean that unbelievers who had died would be given a second 
chance to receive Christ. The New Testament is clear that people do not have 
another opportunity to trust Christ for salvation after they have died. Peter 
referred instead to believers who had since died. 

Believers who had died had been judged by men in the fleshly realm. 
Interpretations of this phrase include: (1) Pagans who became Christians had 
been persecuted by unbelieving pagans who deemed them as deserving of 
opposition. (2) The phrase by men means “like men”—that is, believers who 
had died were answerable to God for their sins. (3) Believers’ judgment was 
completed in their lifetimes, at the point they became Christians, because 
Christ had borne their judgment. My view is that the phrase refers to the 
criticism and ridicule unbelieving pagans heaped on Christians because of 
their faithful lifestyles.

Peter emphasized that the gospel had been proclaimed to Christians who 
had died so they might live by God in the spiritual realm (“live according 
to God in the spirit,” KJV). Believers could be confident that Christians 
who were deceased lived on in God’s presence in eternity, victorious and 
vindicated. An alternate view is that the phrase in the spiritual realm should 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article titled “Judgment Day” on pages 966-967 in the Holman 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary. Why do Christians have no need to fear final 
judgment? What impetus does this reality give you in your daily living? 
To what area of your service for Christ does it lend a sense of urgency?
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be translated “according to the Spirit,” with the meaning that believers lived 
beyond physical death by means of the Holy Spirit. In either approach, God, 
not death or mocking opponents, had the last word: life for believers. 

In summary, Peter reminded Christians that everyone would give an 
account to God. Those who slandered believers would be condemned. 
Believers would be vindicated.
 

REDEEM THE TIME (1 Pet. 4:7-11)

VERSE 7

Now the end of all things is near; therefore, be serious and 
disciplined for prayer. 
Although first-century Christians looked for Jesus’ imminent return, they 
needed guidelines for their living as the critical time approached. Christians 
were to exhibit lifestyles that reflected His character. Peter gave instructions 
for appropriate living in readiness for Christ’s second coming.

The certainty of judgment to which Peter referred in 4:5 led to a new subject: 
the nearness of the end of all things and believers’ in-the-meantime living. 
Peter expected that Christ would return soon. The curtain of history would 
come down and the final judgment would occur. Thus, Peter urged believers to 
be serious (“alert,” NIV). The Greek term rendered serious literally means “of 
a sound mind,” “exercising self-control,” or “curbing passions.” It has the idea 
of being sensible, of keeping one’s head. Peter may have counseled Christians 
not to panic at the thought of history’s culmination and final judgment. 

Christians also were to be disciplined for prayer (“watch unto prayer,” 
KJV; “of sober mind so that you may pray,” NIV). The Greek word translated 
disciplined literally means “not intoxicated” and then “vigilant.” It presents 
the idea of being calm and collected in spirit—of being mentally alert. In the 
Greek text the word rendered prayer is plural: “prayers.” Peter might have had 
in mind either prayers of all kinds or consistent praying. 

If both the words serious and disciplined related to Christians’ practice of 
prayer, Peter’s instruction expressed multiple emphases. First, that believers 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article titled “Eternal Life” on pages 511-512 in the Holman 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary. How does your having eternal life affect your 
living now? How does it impact your view of death? How great a part of 
your prayers is gratitude to God for the gift of eternal life?
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pray consistently was imperative. They needed to pray for God’s help and for 
one another as history moved to its conclusion. Second, believers were to give 
serious thought to their situations so they could pray intelligently. Third, they 
were not to take prayer lightly but were to be focused in approaching God.  

VERSE 8

Above all, maintain an intense love for each other, since love 
covers a multitude of sins. 
Peter stressed that first in priority and importance in believers’ manner of 
life while they awaited Christ’s return was that they maintain an intense 
love for each other (“keep loving one another earnestly,” ESV). The Greek 
phrase rendered above all has the idea of preference or superiority. The 
Greek term rendered maintain literally is “having” with the thrust of “keep on 
having.” The Greek word translated intense means “to stretch out” or “to exert 
energy” and has the sense of fervency. The Greek word Peter used for love 
was agape [ah GAH pay], the distinctly Christian term. In the context of 4:8 
it refers to self-giving, sacrificial goodwill that has its object’s best interest at 
heart and goes on offering itself, even in the face of rejection. That kind of 
love mirrored God’s sacrificial self-giving in Christ. 

Believers were to have God’s kind of love for one another, since (because) 
love covers a multitude of sins. Here Peter used a proverbial saying likely 
adapted from the second part of a contrast presented in Proverbs 10:12. The 
Greek term rendered covers means “to hide,” “to conceal,” or “to veil.” The 
word sins translates the Greek term for missing God’s mark for life. Various 
interpretations of the statement have been offered, including: (1) Christ’s 
love provides forgiveness of sins, so believers’ love for other Christians 
channels that forgiving love to them. (2) Christlike love is demonstrated 
when believers forgive the sins of others against them. Love overlooks sins 
against it in the sense of letting those sins go. I hold strongly to the second 
view. The love Peter stressed seeks to help and restore those who sin. 

VERSE 9

Be hospitable to one another without complaining. 
Peter urged believers to be hospitable to one another (“use hospitality one 
to another,” KJV). In the Greek text, the term rendered be hospitable is an 
adjective, not a verb. The root word is the basis of the English word xenophile 
[ZEE noh fighl], which means “one who loves, treats kindly strangers or 
foreigners.” First-century inns were scarce, and most of them were filthy and 
known as places of immoral conduct. Itinerant missionaries had difficulty 
finding lodging as they moved from place to place proclaiming the gospel. 

© 2016 LifeWay



78 E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e

Largely, they depended on Christian families’ opening their homes to them. 
In addition, hospitality was imperative because churches had no buildings in 
which to meet. Believers gathered in homes to study and worship.

Peter exhorted believers to give  hospitality without complaining. The word 
complaining renders a Greek term that means “murmuring” or “grumbling.” 
It has the idea of muttering under one’s breath. Some believers who had 
ample resources may have been called on often to accommodate visitors. 
Some guests—then as now—might overstay their welcome. Peter stressed, 
however, that grudging hospitality would be no hospitality. Hospitality gave 
expression to the love Peter urged believers to maintain (see 4:8).

VERSE 10

Based on the gift each one has received, use it to serve others, as 
good managers of the varied grace of God. 
God had given all believers spiritual gifts they were to use to serve others.  
Peter may have implied that hospitality was one such gift. Although the gifts 
varied, each believer had received at least one gift. The Greek word translated 
gift is a form of the term for grace and means “free gift,” “benefit,” and ”divinely 
bestowed endowment.” In Romans 12:6-8 and 1 Corinthians 12:4-10, Paul 
gave representative lists of spiritual gifts the Holy Spirit gave believers. In 
Ephesians 4:11-12, Paul listed gifted people Christ gave His church to equip 
believers for service. Both Paul and Peter stressed that spiritual gifts were not 
to be used selfishly but were to be used in the church’s ministry. The Greek 
term rendered serve is the word from which our term deacon comes. The verb 
means “to wait on” in the sense of one who serves food or drink. It also can 
mean “to relieve,” “to assist,” or “to supply with life’s necessities.” 

In using their gifts, believers would be good managers of the varied 
grace of God (“faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms,” NIV). 
The Greek word translated good can mean “useful” or “profitable” as well as 
“morally excellent.” The term managers renders a Greek word that referred 
to household administrators. In Peter’s time, two kinds of managers, or 
stewards, served their masters. One was an overseer of his master’s revenue, 
a treasurer. He was in charge of the master’s lands (see Matt. 20:8). Another 
kind of steward was responsible for obtaining household supplies and 
parceling them out. He was in charge of all household arrangements. Peter 
may have chosen the word for household managers to impress on believers 
their servant roles in God’s household or family of faith. 

The Greek term rendered varied means “many colored” or “diverse.” It was 
used of a leopard’s skin, the veins in marble, and the colored threads in a 
robe. God’s grace is His favor given because of His disposition to give, not on 
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the basis of recipients’ merit; it is His goodness in action. Out of His limitless 
grace God gives each believer at least one gift to be used in His service. 

VERSE 11

If anyone speaks, it should be as one who speaks God’s words; if 
anyone serves, it should be from the strength God provides, so 
that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ in everything. 
To Him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen. 
Peter singled out two spiritual gifts as representative of the diverse gifts 
God had given believers. The phrase if anyone speaks assumes that some 
believers had the gift of speaking well. The believer who preached or taught 
was to speak as one who [spoke] God’s words (literally, “oracles”—God-
given messages). The phrase God’s words could refer to the gospel; whatever 
was preached or taught would have to be in line with the gospel. 

The phrase if anyone serves assumes that some believers had the gift of 
service, perhaps performing menial tasks but probably encompassing all acts 
of helping others. Serving others could be hard work that sapped servers’ 
strength, so Peter counseled them to depend on strength God provided. 
He further assured believers who served that God would supply the staying 
power they needed to accomplish their tasks. Through their effective service, 
God would be glorified through Jesus Christ in everything. God’s glory is 
His character revealed as redemptive. God demonstrated that glory through 
Jesus’ life, ministry, atoning death, and victorious resurrection. Believers’ 
selfless service reflected God’s character as revealed in Christ.

Peter closed this section of his letter with an exclamation of praise. The 
phrase to Him could refer either to God or to Christ. Because the name 
Jesus Christ immediately precedes the doxology’s opening words, the phrase 
likely refers to Him. Christ deserves the recognition of His magnificence, 
excellence, and preeminence. The word power conveys the idea of might or 
force. It has the sense of God’s limitless creative ability. His might is available 
to His people as they serve Him and as they maintain their faithfulness in the 
face of persecution. The Greek term rendered amen means “in truth,” “most 
certainly,” or “so be it.” It does not express a request but rather confirmation 
and assent.

EXPLORE FURTHER
How has your church helped you identify your spiritual gift or gifts? If you 
know what your gifts are, how are you using them in Christ’s service?
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When Ridiculed
Believers honor God by faithfulness through persecution.

Words can wound deeply, and the pain can persist long after they are 
spoken. The force of what was called in my growing-up years “making fun 
of” someone reaches across the years to me—and still hurts. True, time has 
helped heal the wounds, but my memory sometimes rakes across the scars. 
Nobody likes being ridiculed. Thankfully, God can use our experiences of  
being ridiculed to create a resolve not to inflict verbal injuries on others and 
an endurance that persists in faithfulness to Him.

In writing to Christians who were being ridiculed by the pagans among 
whom they lived, Peter could have begun this session’s Scripture section by 
saying, “I know whereof I write.” I have wondered whether his memory took 
him back to what had to be the longest night of his life (see Luke 22:39-62). 
Judas guided the arrest mob to the garden of Gethsemane. Peter attempted to 
defend Jesus by brandishing a sword, but Jesus commanded him to sheathe 
his weapon. The disciples scattered as the mob took Jesus away. To his credit, 
Peter followed at a distance—all the way to the high priest’s courtyard.

Peter joined others in the courtyard who were warming themselves 
around a fire. Then what the threat of force could not do, demeaning words 
accomplished. Three times, people tauntingly accused Peter of being Jesus’ 
disciple. Each time Peter denied the charge, insisting he didn’t know Jesus. 
In the face of ridicule, Peter let his Lord down—and Peter never forgot it.

Thankfully for Peter—and for early believers and us—his caving in to 
ridicule was not the end of the story. Following Jesus’ resurrection, the Lord 
reinstated Peter to committed discipleship. After Jesus’ ascension, on the 
day of Pentecost, and in a courageous response to ridicule, Peter rose to the 
occasion and preached the good news so effectively that 3,000 people made 
faith-commitments to Christ.

Peter learned a valuable lesson the hard way. Ridicule can defeat its intended 
victims or can draw from them strengthened resolve and determined loyalty 
to Christ. Believers honor God by remaining faithful through persecution, 
whatever form it takes. This study focuses on our living through the pain of 
ridicule we endure because of our faith.

Session 8 > 1 Peter 4:12-19
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
1 PETER 4:12-19

In 1 Peter 4:12-19, Peter returned to the subject of Christians’ experiencing 
suffering. One of his major concerns, if not the overriding concern, was to 
offer counsel to them and to prepare them for the real possibility of more 
intense persecution. Instead of being surprised when greater suffering 
occurred, believers were to rejoice that they shared Christ’s sufferings and 
could look forward to greater joy at His return. When they were ridiculed for 
being Christians, they could be sure of God’s approval and presence (4:12-14).

Peter cautioned that believers were not to suffer because of criminal 
actions or because they were meddlers. If they suffered because they were 
Christians, they were not to be ashamed but were to glorify God (4:15-16).

In 4:17-19, Peter stressed that God’s judgment was beginning from His 
people and would spread to include all people. God would hold Christians 
accountable, and unbelievers would face the awful consequences of rejecting 
the gospel. As believers suffered hostile opposition to their faith, they were to 
continue to do good and were to entrust themselves to their faithful Creator. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
EXPECT RIDICULE (1 Pet. 4:12-14)

VERSE 12

Dear friends, don’t be surprised when the fiery ordeal comes 
among you to test you as if something unusual were happening 
to you. 
The warm address dear friends literally is “beloved” and reminded believers 
that God loved them, as did Peter. In our vernacular, Peter cautioned Christians: 
“Brace yourselves!” The Greek phrase rendered don’t be surprised (“think it 
not strange,” KJV) has the sense of not being staggered or shocked. The noun 
form means “strange,” “foreign,” or “unexpected.” Perhaps because converts 
from paganism were not accustomed to being opposed and mistreated because 
of their beliefs, they were caught off guard when they suffered because they 
were Christians. They may have mistakenly thought that as Christians they 
would be immune from mistreatment. 

The phrase the fiery ordeal (“fiery trial,” KJV, ESV) literally is “the 
burning.” The phrase comes among you (“comes upon you,” ESV) literally 
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is “happening to you” and indicates that hostility against Christians had 
begun, at least in some form. Opinions differ as to what type of persecution 
Peter had in mind. One view is that the fiery ordeal points to more intense 
suffering, perhaps even reflecting believers’ martyrdom by being burned at 
the stake. Another view is that Peter had in mind the mistreatment he had 
referenced earlier—namely, extreme verbal abuse (see 1:6-7; 3:9,16; 4:4). In 
this view, the suffering to which Peter referred in 4:12 need not have been 
more severe. My view is that Peter indicated Christians’ suffering would 
intensify but probably would not result (at this time) in martyrdom.

The Greek term rendered test was used of assaying metals to determine 
their purity. A further meaning is “to prove by trial.” The word’s form indicates 
the testing was already taking place. Following God’s will that believers 
be Jesus’ faithful disciples can and does involve their being opposed and 
mistreated by the gospel’s enemies. When such opposition occurs, God can 
use the suffering to refine the believer’s faith. 

Peter emphasized that believers’ suffering mistreatment was to be an 
expected result of their faithfulness to Christ. The phrase as if something 
unusual (“as though some strange thing,” KJV) translates two Greek 
words that mean “as unexpected (novel, foreign).” The Greek term rendered 
happening literally means “coming together” or “meeting.” Thus, believers 
were not to view the sufferings they were experiencing as alien to their lives 
as Christians but rather as faith encountering expected opposition.

VERSE 13

Instead, rejoice as you share in the sufferings of the Messiah, 
so that you may also rejoice with great joy at the revelation of 
His glory. 
The phrase instead … as literally is “but in as much as” and introduces a 
contrast to believers’ being shocked and dismayed by their sufferings. Rather 
than be astonished and perplexed because they were encountering hostility, 
believers were to rejoice. The Greek term means “be glad” or “be joyful.” 
How could believers be glad they were undergoing suffering? To rejoice is 
to express happiness, but to Christians joy has a much deeper meaning. 
Christian joy is the deep confidence that no matter what happens, believers 
are held securely in God’s grace. It is not an emotion but instead is a settled 
conviction of God’s enduring presence and love. Christians could not be 
happy when they hurt, but they could count on God’s constant care.

Christians were to be aware of and confidently rely on God’s strengthening 
presence as they shared in the sufferings of the Messiah (“Christ’s 
sufferings,” KJV). The Greek word translated share (“are partakers,” KJV; 
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“participate in,” NIV) has the idea of partnering in a common enterprise, 
of having something in common, or of being associated with someone or 
something. Of course, Peter did not mean Christians could suffer as Jesus 
did in offering Himself vicariously for forgiveness of sins. Peter had in mind 
undeserved suffering that believers endured because they were Christ’s 
followers engaged in advancing His redemptive purpose. 

Believers could keep on rejoicing as they faithfully served Christ and 
could look forward to the revelation of His glory when they would rejoice 
with great joy (“be glad … with exceeding joy,” KJV; “be overjoyed,” NIV). 
In His incarnation, Jesus was the Suffering Servant who endured opposition 
that led to His humiliating and excruciating crucifixion. His triumphant 
resurrection vindicated Him as God’s Son, the Savior. Christ’s second coming 
will be a full unveiling of His glory. His redemptive character will be disclosed 
in all its magnificence. The phrase rejoice with great joy expresses exultant 
celebration that includes praise. 

VERSE 14

If you are ridiculed for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 
because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 
In the Greek text, the phrase if you are ridiculed (“if ye be reproached,” 
KJV; “if you are insulted,” ESV, NIV) does not express doubt or uncertainty 
but actuality: believers were being taunted. The phrase can be rendered 
“because you are ridiculed.” The Greek word translated ridiculed means “to 
insult with abusive (scornful) language.” Although the term has been viewed 
to be broad enough to include physical attack, in 4:14 it seems to continue 
Peter’s acknowledgment that believers suffered ongoing verbal abuse. 

The word for can be rendered “in the matter of,” “on behalf of,” or “because 
of.” In the Scriptures, the word name represented the person. Thus, the 
phrase for the name of Christ is equivalent to “for Christ’s sake.” Christians 
were being verbally attacked because they were Christ’s followers.

Peter pronounced ridiculed believers blessed (“happy,” KJV). The Greek 
word rendered blessed does not refer to a mere pleasant emotion. Rather, it 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the introductory sentence and the section “New Testament” in the 
article titled “Second Coming” on page 1456 in the Holman Illustrated 
Bible Dictionary. What do you think is the best way you can prepare for 
Christ’s return? What will be your greatest reward?
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means “congratulated” and conveys God’s approval, not self-congratulations. 
That believers’ Christlike behavior drew insults and taunts from pagans was 
evidence that Christians were on the right track and had God’s approval. 

The greatest evidence of God’s approval, however, was His presence with 
believers. The Spirit of glory and of God rested on them. The word glory 
could reflect the Old Testament concept of the Shekinah [shuh KIGH nuh], 
the cloud that gave visible evidence of God’s presence (see Ex. 40:34-38). The 
Spirit of glory was God’s Spirit. Peter’s double reference emphasized the Holy 
Spirit’s living in believers. The term rests could refer to the Spirit’s indwelling 
believers and to His giving them peace, rest, refreshment, and strength as 
they encountered persecution. 

In summary, Peter counseled believers to expect opposition and ridicule 
as a result of their faithfulness to Christ. Persecution should come as no 
surprise, and they should endure it with a sense of God’s approval. His Spirit 
was present in them to provide strength and peace. Today, when we are 
ridiculed as Christians, we can be confident God’s Spirit will give us strength.

REPRESENT JESUS WELL (1 Pet. 4:15-16)

VERSE 15

None of you, however, should suffer as a murderer, a thief, an 
evildoer, or a meddler. 
Peter again stressed that believers were not to be guilty of wrongdoing that 
brought deserved punishment. He listed four practices in which Christians 
were not to engage because the practices did not reflect God’s character—thus, 
they were wrong and deserved punishment. The four areas of wrongdoing 
possibly indicated what had been true about believers’ former lifestyles and 
remained true about the pagan environment in which they still lived. 

The Greek term rendered however literally is “for” and connects with 
the blessing of suffering for Christ’s sake stressed in 4:14. In the Greek 
text, a smooth, literal translation is “for not any one of you.” The phrase 
should suffer (“if you suffer,” NIV) translates a Greek term whose form 
is a command, so the text reads “for let not any one of you suffer.” The 
verb conveys ongoing action and may prohibit a continuation of acts some 
believers committed prior to their conversions. The term suffer probably 
included legal punishment but was not confined to court proceedings. 

No believer was to incur punishment as a murderer. That is, they were 
not to be accused of deliberately and willfully killing someone and proven to 
be guilty. In believers’ pagan context, life probably was cheap. Believers were 
to value all human lives. Peter may have had in mind the Commandment 
that God’s people not commit murder (Ex. 20:13). 
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Further, no Christian was to be a thief. The Greek term rendered thief 
has the idea of a person’s stealing by stealth. It was used of an embezzler. 
Behind Peter’s instruction may have been the Commandment forbidding 
stealing (Ex. 20:15). The Greek term rendered evildoer designated a person 
who committed acts that were criminal, morally wrong, harmful, or corrupt. 
The reference probably is not confined to criminal acts but has the sense of 
wrongdoing in general. No Christian was to be classified as a wrongdoer.

In the Greek text, the first three practices seem to form a list, a common 
grouping, while the fourth practice is introduced separately: or [as] a meddler. 
Did Peter add this fourth practice as one with which Christians particularly 
might be charged and for which they would suffer as a consequence? Perhaps 
Peter implied that while Christians were not likely to murder, steal, or be 
habitual evildoers, they could be busybodies. 

The Greek word translated meddler (“busybody,” KJV) is a compound term 
composed of two words that mean “belonging to another” and “overseer.” 
Suggested meanings are: “one who spies out other people’s affairs,” “one who 
looks on or into that which belongs to another,” and “one who takes authority 
over what belongs to another.” The word could have the sense of coveting 
what another has, of being a busybody, or of looking on what is foreign to 
oneself—of taking part in what is alien to Christian living. 

What was the specific activity in which believers were not to engage? One 
view is that it was disturbing business transactions and family relationships 
for which legal action could be taken against believers. A second suggestion 
is that Peter had in mind Christians’ “poking their noses” in other people’s 
business, including that of their non-Christian neighbors.

VERSE 16

But if anyone suffers as a “Christian,” he should not be ashamed 
but should glorify God in having that name. 
The word but introduces a contrast: Christians were not to suffer because 
of criminal activity, wrongdoing, or mischief-making. However, they could 
expect to suffer because they were Christ’s faithful followers. In the Greek 
text, the phrase if anyone suffers as a “Christian” (“if any man suffer,” KJV) 
does not express doubt but certainty. The word rendered Christian appears 
only two other places in the New Testament (see Acts 11:26; 26:28); in each 
instance, other people likely used it of believers as a snide nickname or term 
of derision. In 1 Peter 4:16, it probably has the sense of believers’ scornfully 
being labeled. Opponents no doubt gave the word a sneering inflection.

Rather than feel shame or embarrassment at being taunted for being 
Christians, believers should take pride in being known as Christ’s followers. 
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In response to derision, they should glorify God in having that name 
(“praise God that you bear that name,” NIV). In this context the Greek term 
rendered glorify means “praise” in celebration. The Greek text reads “in this 
name,” referring to the name Christian. Peter stressed that believers were 
to wear as a badge of honor the name opponents hurled as a taunt. Their 
being recognized as Christ’s followers gave Christians an opportunity to 
honor God by living up to the name they bore. They took people’s derision 
and proved it meaningless by their Christlike lives. 

How do Peter’s instructions to beleaguered Christians in the first century 
A.D. apply to us? We live in a culture that applies constant pressure for 
believers to be politically correct. To insist on being biblically correct is to 
invite criticism and scorn. Increasingly, we will have opportunities to endure 
being ridiculed because we are identified as Christ’s followers who live by 
His teachings and in response to His presence. We will have opportunities 
to faithfully represent God by wearing well the wonderful name “Christian.” 
 

FOCUS ON THE CREATOR (1 Pet. 4:17-19)

VERSE 17

For the time has come for judgment to begin with God’s 
household, and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for 
those who disobey the gospel of God? 
The word for literally is “because” and links with Peter’s reference to suffering 
as a Christian in 4:16 (or to 4:12-16). The term can mean “seeing that” and 
refers to the reason something has occurred or is to be done. Peter stressed 
that Christians’ suffering signified a critical time had arrived. The Greek 
term rendered time does not have the sense of chronological time but of a 
suitable, opportune season. It has the idea of a fixed, definite, and limited 
period of time. Judgment was beginning with (literally, “from”) God’s 
household (“at the house of God,” KJV; “at the household of God,” ESV; “with 
God’s household,” NIV). Behind Peter’s statement may have been Ezekiel’s 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article titled “Christian” on page 288 in the Holman Illustrated 
Bible Dictionary. In what ways are you demonstrating that you are Christ’s 
follower? In what healthy ways are you expressing pride in the name 
“Christian”? How are you bracing yourself for our culture’s increasingly 
disparaging response to the name?
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vision of the terrible judgment on Jerusalem, beginning with the temple (see 
Ezek. 9:1-7, especially 9:6). A second approach sees a closer connection with 
Malachi 3:1-4, which states the Lord would come to His temple to purify and 
refine the Levitical priests. The Greek word translated household has been 
viewed as referring to (1) the church, God’s family members—His managers 
and servants; (2) a local church; and (3) the spiritual house (temple) of 1 Peter 
2:5. Most likely, Peter had in mind the church, God’s people.

In what sense would judgment begin with Christ’s followers? Among 
proposed reasons are: (1) Christians who did not respond to persecution 
with Christ’s attitude but retaliated in kind would experience God’s punitive 
judgment. (2) God’s judgment was designed to discipline and purify His 
people. (3) God’s purpose in judging believers was to refine their faith. 
(4) Judgment would have the effect of separating genuinely committed 
believers from people who merely professed faith in Christ. (5) Christians 
had received the clearest insight into God’s character and standards of living; 
thus, they were accountable for their manner of life. 

My preferred view is that God’s judgment of His people involved 
punishment with redemptive intent. Stated another way, judgment was 
God’s calling His people to account for what they had done with the insights 
and demands of the gospel they had received. I think what Peter had in mind 
was comparable to what Paul wrote to believers in Corinth: “We must all 
appear before the tribunal of Christ, so that each may be repaid for what he 
has done in the body, whether good or worthless” (2 Cor. 5:10). 

God’s calling believers to account for their conduct and measure of 
faithfulness to Him, even under persecution, pointed to an even sterner 
judgment on unbelievers. Peter reasoned from the lesser to the greater. As in 
1 Peter 4:16, the word if does not convey uncertainty but certainty: judgment 
had begun with God’s people. Peter’s use of the plural us is evidence that he 
had in mind all believers’ being called to account, not merely a local context. 
The phrase if it begins with us (“if it first begin at us,” KJV) literally is “if 
first from us” and has the idea of God’s judgment moving from a starting 
point and spreading outward with terribly increased severity. 

Peter asked a question whose answer was obvious: What will the 
outcome be for those who disobey the gospel of God (“what shall the end 
be of them that obey not the gospel of God,” KJV)? If God’s people, saved 
by His grace, were being called to account, what could the unsaved expect? 
The Greek term rendered outcome means “end,” “result,” and “ultimate 
destiny.” One meaning of the Greek word translated disobey is “refuse belief.” 
It can have the idea of being stubborn, of refusing to be persuaded. Thus 
the disobedient were literally “the ones refusing to commit.” Some people 
had rejected the gospel—the good news of salvation by grace through faith 

© 2016 LifeWay



88 E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e

in Christ that originated with God. The good news was also the revelation 
of God’s character as redemptive, and early Christians’ proclamation of it 
included a call for repentance and for commitment to Christ. Peter did not 
spell out unbelievers’ ultimate destiny, but the implication was clear: their 
self-chosen fate was terrible beyond description. 

VERSE 18

And if a righteous person is saved with difficulty, what will 
become of the ungodly and the sinner? 
To strengthen his statement in 4:17, Peter quoted Proverbs 11:31 from the 
Septuagint (a major Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures). In the 
Hebrew text, the verse reads: “Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed 
in the earth: how much more the wicked and the sinner.” Two possible 
interpretations of Proverbs 11:31 are: (1) The righteous person would be 
rewarded in this life, and the wicked individual would receive retribution. 
No well-developed concept of life after death had been revealed in Old 
Testament times; divine reward and punishment occurred primarily in this 
life. (2) Both the righteous and the wicked would be punished for their sins; 
both would receive what was due them, for God would judge impartially. 

In the Greek translation, the term righteous designated the person 
who lived by God’s laws. The word saved refers to deliverance from sin. 
Interpretations of the phrase with difficulty include: (1) Salvation was 
not easy for God to provide and is not easily attained. (2) God allowed 
persecution to discipline and purify believers, a difficult experience for them. 
(3) The suffering that Christians endured was evidence they would be saved 
when Christ returns. My view is that the phrase did not refer to believers’ 
barely being saved but to the costly effort God made to provide salvation. 
I think it also expressed the certainty that, for believers, salvation with its 
commitment to follow Christ would engender difficult opposition.

By implication, the end result for people who rejected Christ would be 
punitive judgment. The Greek phrase rendered what will become of literally 
is “what will appear (become clear).” The Greek term rendered ungodly has 
the sense of a life that shows no reverence for God. The word sinner refers to 
a person who misses God’s goal for life. Peter applied the terms to people who 
refused to believe the gospel and place faith in Christ. These unbelievers were 
riduculing Christians. One day God would hold them accountable. 

VERSE 19

So those who suffer according to God’s will should, while doing 
what is good, entrust themselves to a faithful Creator. 

© 2016 LifeWay



89Se ssion 8:   When Ridiculed

Peter gave strong encouragement to believers who were undergoing hostile 
opposition. The term so (“wherefore,” KJV; “therefore,” ESV; “so then,” NIV) 
takes up the theme of consolation in 4:12-16. In the Greek text, the word also 
follows and picks up Peter’s counsel on how to endure suffering. Believers 
were encountering hostility as a result of doing God’s will. As previously 
noted, one view of the phrase according to God’s will suggests that God 
wants His people to suffer persecution for their faithfulness to Him. 
I believe Peter meant that God’s will was for believers to maintain faithful 
discipleship to Christ; in their environment such faithfulness inevitably 
would draw opposition from the gospel’s enemies. Peter urged suffering 
believers to continue doing what [was] good (“in well doing,” KJV)—that 
is, maintaining their distinctive Christian lifestyles.

In the course of believers’ faithfulness under pressure, they were to entrust 
themselves (“commit the keeping of their souls,” KJV; “commit themselves,” 
NIV) to a faithful Creator. The Greek word rendered entrust means “deposit.” 
This is the same word Jesus used when from the cross He said: “Father, into 
Your hands I entrust My spirit” (Luke 23:46). In the first century, banks as 
we know them did not exist, and secure places to keep money were hard to 
find. Someone preparing to go on a trip would entrust money or valuables 
to a friend for safekeeping. The friend was honor-bound to safeguard the 
money and to return it. Peter urged believers to trust God with their lives in 
the assurance He would care for them. The words faithful Creator expressed a 
double emphasis. First, as Creator of all that is, including life, God has infinite 
power to care for His own. Second, God’s people can trust Him to keep His 
promises to them. Peter assured embattled believers that God would not 
abandon them but would be with them, working on their behalf.

In summary, Peter encouraged believers to rely on God as they endured 
suffering. He wanted them to realize their trials would refine their faith. 
They would discover that God would be faithful to them. Today, we can face 
opposition with the confidence that God will use our tested faith to advance 
His kingdom.

EXPLORE FURTHER
In what ways has God demonstrated His faithfulness to you as you 
experienced resistance or ridicule because of your faith? How has He 
demonstrated His power to help you? Recall a specific experience of His 
help that has deepened your trust in Him. Thank God for His faithfulness 
and care.
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Alert Living
Believers must humbly depend upon God’s strength to 
overcome Satan.

I began work on this Bible study in the aftermath of a horrific domestic terror 
attack that killed five military personnel in Chattanooga, Tennessee. I live in 
Tennessee, and I reacted with the same shock, anger, and grief felt by the 
state’s entire population. Along with others, I asked how such carnage could 
happen so close to home from an unexpected source. The young terrorist 
was completely under the radar of national security agencies and local law 
enforcement. In the wake of these senseless murders, one congressional 
representative proposed a change in policy for military staffers working at 
recruiting centers. Staffers to this point have not been armed, since many 
recruiting stations are located in public venues with heavy civilian traffic. 
The representative introduced a bill that would allow military personnel in 
these centers to arm themselves.

Thankfully, many planned acts of terrorism on the homeland have been 
thwarted because of heightened vigilance. Not only have trained personnel 
uncovered plans for destruction, but also a more alert citizenry has been 
instrumental in preventing deadly attacks. Good citizenship now includes 
the demand of constant alertness.

As Christians, we must also maintain consistent, heightened spiritual 
alertness. Temptation never takes time off. Every day we are presented with 
options either to reflect Christ’s character in our thoughts, motives, words, 
and actions or to give in to subtle, selfish pulls to do harm to ourselves, 
others, and His cause. No matter what the degree of the temptation, whether 
it is failing to act in the face of need, committing one of the cardinal sins, 
or something in between, we must be alert to marshal spiritual reserves to 
resist and defeat the evil that wars against us.

This session focuses on believers’ living with victory. We will not win 
every skirmish with the evil that besets us, but we will win the war. Triumph, 
not defeat, will characterize us in the end because we serve the victorious 
Christ who gives us the spiritual strength to overcome and be “more than 
victorious” (Rom. 8:37).

Session 9 > 1 Peter 5:1-11
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
1 PETER 5:1-14

In 5:1-4, Peter gave instructions to church leaders. As a fellow elder, he 
addressed church elders who ministered in local congregations. He again 
referenced Christ’s sufferings and second coming (5:1). He urged elders to 
extend care to their congregations freely and eagerly, not out of a sense of 
duty or for monetary gain (5:2). They were not to be arrogant in exercising 
their authority but were to offer positive examples to believers entrusted to 
their care (5:3). If elders were faithful and compassionate servants to their 
congregations, Christ would reward them when He returned (5:4).

In 5:5-7, Peter counseled believers to respect their leaders and to be 
humble. They were to allow God to humble them under His sovereign rule. If 
they did so, God would honor them. They could put their cares on Him with 
the confidence that He cared for them.

Peter next emphasized the need for believers to be on guard against the 
Devil’s attacks. They were to resist him and remain firm in their faith. They 
were to keep in mind that other believers in other places also were suffering. 
Peter assured believers that although they would suffer for a short time, the 
gracious God who had called them to salvation and eternal life in Christ 
would empower them (5:8-11).

Peter closed his first letter with a reference to coworkers, greetings, and 
a benediction (5:12-14). In 5:12, he stated that he had written his letter 
“through Silvanus” [sil VAY nuhs]. This phrase could indicate Silvanus wrote 
the words as Peter dictated. Certainly it identifies Silvanus as the bearer of 
the letter to the churches. The name Silvanus was the Latin equivalent of the 
name Silas and doubtless identified the helper who accompanied Paul on the 
missionary journey that included their imprisonment in Philippi (see Acts 
16:19-24). Peter vouched for Silvanus’s faithfulness to Christ and stressed 
that Silvanus would bear witness to the letter’s authenticity and would 
encourage the churches to stand firm in its truths.

Peter sent greetings from “the church in Babylon” (1 Pet. 5:13). Most likely 
this phrase designated the church in Rome. Peter added greetings from 
“Mark,” his “son.” Most likely this was John Mark, who accompanied Paul 
for a time on his first missionary journey. He was Peter’s son in a spiritual 
sense of a close personal relationship. Early Christian history reveals Mark 
accompanied Peter as an interpreter during the apostle’s evangelistic work.

Peter then encouraged his letter’s recipients to “greet one another with 
a kiss of love” (5:14). For Christians, the kiss of greeting on the cheek 
or forehead was a sign of fellowship and blessing. It was an expression of 
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goodwill among believers celebrating the Lord’s Supper. Because this gesture 
was open to abuse, it eventually ceased to be part of ongoing Christian 
practice. Peter closed his letter with a prayer-wish for embattled believers 
he deeply wanted to help. He prayed they would have “peace” (spiritual 
wholeness or soundness) and included all who were “in Christ.” 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
RESPONSIBLE SHEPHERDS (1 Pet. 5:1-4)

VERSE 1

Therefore, as a fellow elder and witness to the sufferings of the 
Messiah and also a participant in the glory about to be revealed, 
I exhort the elders among you: 
The word therefore (“so,” ESV), meaning “consequently” or “accordingly,” 
transitions from a section of Peter’s letter dealing with Christians’ suffering 
(4:12-19) to believers’ relationships within their communities. Peter may 
have wanted to prevent the pressures of outside opposition from causing 
tensions and disruptions within the churches. In addition, he may have 
wanted to ensure that believers related to one another in ways that honored 
God and maintained a strong witness to their pagan oppressors.

Peter first addressed the churches’ leaders. He identified with them as a 
fellow elder (“who am also an elder,” KJV) and reminded them he was a 
witness to the sufferings of the Messiah. The Greek word translated elder 
could refer to an older person. In contexts such as 5:1, the term refers to a 
church leader. The position or role had an Old Testament background. Elders 
were leaders of Israelite clans and tribes. As the Israelites were forming into a 
nation, elders assumed strong roles in governing. Although their prominence 
waned after the Jews’ exile in Babylon, a council of elders was part of the 
Jewish Sanhedrin [san HEE drihn] in first-century Jerusalem. Nevertheless, 
elders as a group were not primary leaders in religious or political circles.

In early New Testament churches, appointing elders as leaders probably 
followed the model of Jewish synagogues. The elders were administrators 
who did not preach but maintained good order, disciplining members when 
necessary. As the apostle Paul established churches, he appointed elders, 
probably as spiritual leaders to minister to members, not to govern (see Acts 
14:23; Titus 1:5). In Paul’s farewell address to the Ephesian elders in Acts 
20:17-38, the terms “elders,” “overseers,” and “shepherd” (pastor) are used 
interchangeably, evidently describing a pastoral role or function. 
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Peter described himself as an elder with a pastoral function. He also 
emphasized he was a witness of Christ’s sufferings. We get our word martyr 
from the Greek word translated witness. Likely, Peter did not mean he 
observed everything Christ endured. He was not at the crucifixion site, but 
he accompanied Christ during His ministry and was present at His arrest in 
Gethsemane. Peter was a witness in the sense of giving testimony concerning 
Christ. His Lord called him to testify concerning what he had seen. 

What did Peter mean by his being a participant in the glory about to be 
revealed? Three views have been offered: (1) Peter had in mind his presence 
at Jesus’ transfiguration, a forecast of His glory. (2) He referred to Jesus’ fully 
revealed glory at His second coming. (3) Peter intended a double meaning 
that included both an allusion to the transfiguration and a reference to 
Christ’s return. I believe the most likely meaning is that the phrase about 
to be revealed points to the future and refers to Christ’s second coming. The 
Greek term rendered participant means “sharer” and probably implies Peter’s 
taking part with other believers in Christ’s glorious return. 

The Greek term rendered exhort (“appeal,” NIV) has several meanings: 
“admonish,” “entreat or implore,” and “encourage.” In 5:1, it seems to carry 
the idea of encouragement more than a plea. The opposition believers faced 
required strong, caring leaders. 

VERSE 2

Shepherd God’s flock among you, not overseeing out of 
compulsion but freely, according to God’s will; not for the 
money but eagerly; 
Peter urged elders to shepherd God’s flock (“feed the flock of God,” KJV) for 
which each had responsibility. The phrase among you probably refers to the 
congregations in the various locations. Peter emphasized that the churches 
belonged to God. The elders served at His calling. 

The Greek verb rendered shepherd means “to feed” or “to pasture.” Peter 
received this charge from the Resurrected Christ (see John 21:16). The noun 
form gives us our word pastor (see Eph. 4:11). In the background was the 
common occupation of shepherding in Israel. Also, the leaders of God’s people 
were called shepherds of God’s flock (see Ezek. 34). In both roles, shepherds 
were to guide, feed, protect, and care for their sheep. Good shepherds diligently 
did their jobs; hired hands often cared nothing for the sheep in their charge. 
Corrupt shepherd-leaders neglected, used, and abused the sheep. In John 10, 
Jesus presented Himself as the Good Shepherd who would give His life for 
His sheep, His committed followers. The elders Peter addressed were to be 
good shepherds; in doing so they would follow Christ’s model. 
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Peter used three contrasts to give elders guidelines in shepherding 
their flocks. First, rather than overseeing out of compulsion (“not by 
constraint,” KJV; “not because you must,” NIV), they were to minister freely, 
according to God’s will (“willingly,” KJV; “willingly, as God would have 
you,” ESV; “willing, as God wants you to be,” NIV). A form of the Greek term 
rendered overseeing gives us the English word bishop. For elders to have the 
responsibility of overseeing congregations is further evidence that the terms 
elders and bishops referred to pastoral functions rather than offices. The word 
overseeing carries the idea of looking after or caring for. Elders were not to 
extend care out of a sense of duty or obligation—reluctantly doing only the 
minimum—but voluntarily and spontaneously. The Greek text continues: 
“according to God.” The sense of this phrase can be either that elders were 
to extend care in the same manner as God, the chief Shepherd, cared for His 
people or that elders were to do so out of devotion to Him. 

Second, elders were not to lead local churches for pay but eagerly. The Greek 
term rendered for the money (“for filthy lucre,” KJV; “for shameful gain,” 
ESV; “pursuing dishonest gain,” NIV) means “from fondness for dishonest 
gain” or “for dishonorable gain.” The implication is that elders received pay 
and that some may have served only for material gain. Also implied may 
be the temptation to embezzle funds. Instead of being motivated by greed, 
elders were to serve eagerly—readily, willingly, and cheerfully. 

Peter’s caution to elders not to do their work for money does not relieve 
today’s congregations of the responsibility to care for their pastors’ and 
staff members’ needs. Authentic ministers do not serve for money, but they 
require and deserve adequate resources for themselves and their families. 

VERSE 3

not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples 
to the flock. 
In his third contrast, Peter forbade elders’ lording it over those entrusted 
to [them] (“not domineering over those in your charge,” ESV). They were not 
to use their power to force their will on their congregations; they were not 
to rule highhandedly or autocratically. Elders had legitimate authority, but 
they were to exercise it in love instead of misusing or flaunting it. The phrase 
those entrusted to you literally is “the lots or allotments.” It conveys the 
sense of the portions of God’s people He assigned to the elders. Rather than 
exercising tyrannical rule, elders were to be examples to the flock—that 
is, to the believers in their charge. They were to present a pattern or model 
of Christlike living. The idea may be that elders were to demonstrate selfless 
service and endurance under persecution.
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VERSE 4

And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 
unfading crown of glory. 
Peter assured faithful, conscientious elders that Christ’s commendation 
awaited them. Peter pointed to the Lord’s return and believers’ sharing in 
that glorious event. The time was coming when the chief Shepherd would 
appear. Jesus—the Good Shepherd who gave His life for His sheep, arose, 
and lived to give life to all who believe in Him—would be manifested and 
made visible for all to see. The returning Christ would give to loyal, obedient 
elders the unfading crown of glory. The Greek term rendered crown referred 
to the circle of greenery placed on the heads of winners in athletic games, 
of military heroes, and of participants at marriage feasts. Over time, those 
wreaths withered. The crown Christ would give endures forever. 

The Greek term translated unfading came from the name of a flower that 
never withered and took on new life when it was placed in water. Elders would 
enter the enduring inheritance kept in heaven for them (see 1:4) wearing 
victors’ wreaths that would endure. The phrase of glory likely depicts elders’ 
wreaths as enduring symbols of victory. Along with all believers, they would 
share in Christ’s victory and would enter everlasting life. 

TRUSTING SHEEP (1 Pet. 5:5-7)

VERSE 5

In the same way, you younger men, be subject to the elders. And 
all of you clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, 
because God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble. 
The Greek word translated in the same way (“likewise,” KJV) connects 
with Peter’s charge that elders render selfless service (see 5:2-3). Various 
interpretations have been offered concerning the phrase younger men (“ye 
younger,” KJV; “you who are younger,” ESV) and the term elders. Possible 
meanings are: (1) The phrase younger men and the term elders refer strictly 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the introductory paragraph and the section “New Testament” in 
the article titled “Elder” on pages 472-473 in the Holman Illustrated Bible 
Dictionary. In what ways do you support your church’s spiritual leaders? 
In what specific ways will you encourage and seek to help your pastor?
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to individuals of different ages. (2) The phrase younger men designates 
organizations of young men in the churches, and the term elders refers to 
the pastoral leaders as a group. (3) The phrase younger men refers to men and 
women who were newer and less-experienced Christians, and the term elders 
refers to pastors. (4) The younger men were newly selected leaders, and the 
elders were older, more experienced church leaders. (5) The younger men were 
younger in age, and the elders were church leaders. 

In light of the injunction that younger believers be subject to the elders, 
I am convinced that Peter was addressing church members younger in age 
regarding their relationship with the pastoral leaders of their churches. The 
Greek term rendered be subject has the idea of being subordinated or obeying. 
If by the word elders Peter had meant older church members, he likely would 
have used a different term, the root idea of which meant “honor” or “respect.”

Peter then turned his attention to all believers he sought to help. He 
urged them to clothe [themselves] with humility toward one another. The 
Greek word translated clothe means “put on a garment that is to be tied with 
a knot”; it was used, for example, to refer to a slave’s apron. Peter likely saw 
in his mind’s eye the scene in the upper room when Jesus took a towel and 
performed a slave’s service by washing His disciples’ feet (see John 13:4-9). 
By His example, Jesus set the bar for His followers: they were to be servants. 

The Greek term rendered humility literally is “lowliness of mind” and 
indicates a mind-set out of which service is rendered. Today, humility may be 
one of the most misunderstood Christian virtues. It is not the same as timidity 
or meekness. Furthermore, it is not a low sense of self-worth. Humility is a 
healthy sense of self, an awareness of both strengths and weaknesses. It is a 
willingness to put others’ interests ahead of one’s own in a spirit of service. 

To bolster his admonition that believers relate to one another in humility, 
Peter drew upon Proverbs 3:34. The Greek term rendered resists means 
“opposes” and was used of an army arrayed in battle against an enemy. The 
word translated proud conveys the sense of having an overblown sense of 
self and treating others with contempt. 

In contrast to the arrogant person, humble people receive grace from God. 
Believers with mind-sets of selfless service would experience God’s favor, 
His goodness acting on their behalf. In its Old Testament context, Proverbs 
3:34 stresses that the just person—the right-minded individual who lives by 
God’s directives—is taken into God’s confidence. That person enjoys intimate 
fellowship with God, and in that bond God reveals the secrets of His purpose. 

VERSE 6

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, 
so that He may exalt you at the proper time, 
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Because God has intimate fellowship with the humble, Peter urged believers 
to humble themselves under God. The idea behind the mighty hand of God 
appears in the Old Testament for God’s exercising His power on His people’s 
behalf (see Ex. 3:19). Peter assured believers that in God’s sovereign ability 
to make them victors over persecution, He would exalt [them] at the proper 
time (“in due time,” KJV, NIV). The Greek term rendered exalt means “raise 
up” and carries the idea of conferring dignity and honor. The phrase at the 
proper time translates a Greek word that means “in the appointed (opportune, 
right, fitting) time (or season).” Peter may have used the word in reference to 
Christ’s return. 

VERSE 7

casting all your care on Him, because He cares about you. 
Peter urged Christians serving God and awaiting the time of their exaltation 
to cast all [their] care on Him. Peter no doubt had in mind Psalm 55:22, 
a verse that declares: “Cast your burden on the Lord, and He will sustain you.” 
The Greek term translated casting means “committing to (in confidence).” 
The word’s form expresses a once-for-all act: confidently placing life with all its 
cares on God. The Greek term rendered care means “division of mind” and has 
the idea of overwhelming anxiety that tears life apart. Using a different word 
for care, Peter assured believers God cares for them—literally, “because to 
Him it is a care (concern) concerning you.” Christians live with an encouraging 
and strengthening truth: God is concerned for each of His children.

Peter did not mean that believers quickly and easily could shrug off their 
difficulties. He meant, rather, they were to rid themselves of the anxiety that 
trouble caused, facing it with the assurance of God’s care and help.

THE NEED FOR ALERTNESS (1 Pet. 5:8-11)

VERSE 8

Be serious! Be alert! Your adversary the Devil is prowling around 
like a roaring lion, looking for anyone he can devour. 

EXPLORE FURTHER
What expressions of God’s care have you experienced? How has He 
most often extended His care? In what ways will you be instrumental in 
expressing His care to people experiencing difficulty?
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The Greek word translated be serious (“sober-minded,” ESV) has the sense 
of being self-controlled or well balanced. The word rendered be alert means 
“be awake, watchful, attentive, or vigilant.” Under mounting persecution, 
Christians needed to be mentally sharp and spiritually vigilant.

Peter warned that the Devil, Christians’ spiritual adversary, was stalking 
them as prey. The Greek word translated adversary was used of an opponent 
in a lawsuit and carries the meaning “enemy.” The Greek term rendered Devil 
means “slanderer” or “informer” and is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew 
term Satan, the opponent of God and His people. In the New Testament, the 
Devil is revealed as believers’ archenemy who tempts them to sin. 

In vivid imagery, Peter presented the Devil’s ever-present threat. He was 
prowling around (“walketh about,” KJV) like a roaring lion, looking 
for anyone he [could] devour. The picture is of a ravenous beast seeking 
prey, roaring in its hunger. The lion symbolized strength that could destroy. 
The Greek word translated devour means “swallow greedily.” Peter’s chilling 
word-picture warned against the persistent, insidious threat to believers’ 
faithfulness to Christ that temptations to sin posed.
 

VERSE 9

Resist him and be firm in the faith, knowing that the same 
sufferings are being experienced by your fellow believers 
throughout the world. 
Peter encouraged believers to take a stand against the Devil’s attacks. They 
were to resist him—to withstand him by bracing against his forays. An 
alternate suggestion is that the Greek term has the sense of actively taking 
the fight to the Devil. Either way, believers were to give not an inch in their 
ongoing spiritual warfare. They were to be firm (“stedfast,” KJV) in the faith. 
The phrase be firm renders a Greek term that has the idea of withstanding the 
Devil’s assaults as a solid, compact body. The phrase the faith likely refers here 
to believers’ personal faith, their commitment to and dependence on God for 
strengthening help. They were to continue to trust Him to sustain them. 

Peter reminded believers they were not alone in experiencing persecution 
because of their faith. They needed to be aware that fellow believers 

EXPLORE FURTHER
How do temptations usually come to you? At what times are you most 
vulnerable? What helps do you employ to resist temptations? What results 
from your overcoming them?
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throughout the Roman world were undergoing the same sufferings. Peter 
probably had in mind the intensifying verbal abuse and discrimination that 
believers to whom he wrote endured as social outcasts. 

VERSE 10

Now the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in 
Christ Jesus, will personally restore, establish, strengthen, and 
support you after you have suffered a little. 
The word now also can be translated “but,” thus presenting a contrast to the 
spiritual warfare described in 5:8-9. Christians faced a strong adversary, but 
they served the all-powerful God of all grace. Peter emphasized God’s ability 
to sustain each Christian in every circumstance. God had called [believers] 
to His eternal glory in Christ Jesus. His call was a summons to salvation. 
The phrase to His eternal glory has been taken to mean: (1) God’s calling people 
to salvation gains glory for Him. (2) God calls people to share in His glory. 
(3) Eternal glory refers to eternal life—the completion or fulfillment of 
believers’ salvation. The phrase in Christ Jesus likely refers to God’s redemptive 
act through Christ’s atoning death, which made salvation possible.

After believers had suffered a little—a short while or to a small degree—
God personally would restore, establish, strengthen, and support them. 
The Greek word rendered restore means “to knit together” and was used of 
mending nets and setting fractures. The term also could mean “to complete in 
character” or “to make fit.” Peter may have meant God would use Christians’ 
suffering to refine their character or to equip them for further service. 

The Greek term translated establish conveys the idea of making something 
firm or stable. Perhaps Peter meant God would enable believers to emerge 
from suffering persecution more solidly grounded in their faith. The Greek 
word rendered strengthen has the sense of filling with strength. God would 
use persecution to build moral and spiritual muscle for believers’ continued 
endurance. Finally, the Greek term translated support means “to lay a 
foundation.” Peter may have meant God would use persecution to cause 
believers to reaffirm the foundation of their faith, the truths of the gospel. 

VERSE 11

The dominion belongs to Him forever. Amen. 
Peter closed the body of his letter with a doxology, a brief but powerful 
statement of praise. Literally, he wrote: “To Him [God] the dominion (might, 
power) unto the ages, amen.” The word amen is not merely a prayer-wish—
“let it be so”—but rather a ringing affirmation of certainty: “So it is!”
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Being Useful
God’s power shapes character as believers grow in their faith.

Fresh out of high school, I began my first real job as a carpenter’s helper with 
a construction company. My father, who knew something about hard work, 
gave me some advice about performing my first job well. He told me to stay 
busy. When the carpenters I was helping had what they needed, I was to look 
around for what I could do to get ahead or to help in other areas. I would have 
done well to take his advice. 

One day, my attention was diverted and one of the carpenters had to fetch 
the lumber he needed. He did not say anything critical to me. However, the 
foreman, a former Marine with a booming voice, saw my lapse and dressed 
me down. He capped his tirade with the notice that if I could not or would 
not do my job, he would find someone who wanted to work. I never gave him 
an occasion to follow through on that threat. I learned the hard way a lesson 
my father had tried to teach me the easy way.

This session emphasizes Christians’ being useful to Christ. Dictionary 
definitions of the word useful are “serviceable,” “helpful,” and “having 
practical utility.” The term useless, on the other hand, is defined as “worthless” 
or “ineffectual.” In 2 Peter 1:5-7, Peter listed essential character qualities for 
believers. In 1:8, he stressed that these qualities would keep Christians “from 
being useless or unfruitful in the knowledge of … Christ.” One meaning 
of the term Peter used for “useless” is “averse from labor.” The word averse 
means “unwilling, reluctant, or opposed.” An unwilling-to-work Christian is 
a glaring contradiction of terms. 

Sadly, my guess is that in the majority of American churches, a high 
percentage of necessary work is usually done by a small percentage of 
members. A friend was on his church’s nominating committee and was 
contacting members to help in the church’s work. He was appalled at the 
number of people who excused themselves from performing tasks for which 
they were qualified. Evidently too many professed followers of Christ were 
averse to work. This session focuses on believers’ being in the process of 
allowing God’s power to shape their character as they grow in their faith—
and in their usefulness to Christ in devoted, productive service for Him.  

Session 10 > 2 Peter 1:3-11
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
2 PETER 1:1-11

Peter began his second letter by identifying himself (1:1). “Simeon” (or 
“Simon” in some ancient manuscripts) was his Jewish name. “Peter,” meaning 
“rock,” was the name Jesus gave him. Perhaps the double name highlighted 
his eventual transformation into a “rock-like” leader or reminded believers 
of his ministry to Gentiles (see Acts 15:14). He further identified himself 
as Christ’s bond-slave and appointed messenger. The title “Jesus Christ” 
stressed that Peter and his letter’s recipients served the Savior-Messiah. 

Peter greeted a broad spectrum of believers who had made faith-
commitments to Christ. The phrase “a faith of equal privilege with ours” may 
mean that the Gentiles’ trust in Christ for salvation was as equally honored as 
the apostles’ faith or as Jewish Christians’ faith, likely the former. All people 
had opportunity to trust Christ for salvation because of His “righteousness” 
(1:1), which may mean He shows no favoritism in extending His grace. The 
term also could refer to God’s redemptive act in Christ to make possible 
people’s being made right with Him. The title “our God and Savior Jesus 
Christ” emphasized Jesus’ deity, humanity, and provision of salvation.  

Peter closed his greeting with a prayer-wish that believers would receive 
grace and peace in abundance (1:2). Grace is God’s favor, His goodness in 
action. Peace is spiritual wholeness or soundness. These blessings come 
through an intimate relationship with God and Jesus, the Lord.

In 1:3-4, Peter stressed that God’s power had supplied all that believers 
needed for life and godliness. God had done so by calling them to salvation 
provided by Christ and to continuing relationship with Him (1:3). God also 
had given believers “great and precious promises” so that they might become 
sharers in His nature—that is, receive His kind of life. When converts turned 
to Christ and away from the world’s decay and self-worship, they began to 
share in “the divine nature” (1:4). 

Peter urged believers to build godly character (1:5-9). Their faith-
commitments to Christ were beginning points for them, not stopping 
places. To their ongoing trust they were to add seven character qualities. 
These essential qualities would prevent believers from being useless and 
unproductive for Christ. Christians without these qualities lacked spiritual 
sight and failed to appreciate their salvation.

In 1:10-11, Peter urged believers to live out their salvation, giving evidence 
of being God’s people. With such right living and the character qualities listed 
in 1:5-7, believers would not experience spiritual ruin but would reach their 
destination: the fulfillment of their salvation in Christ’s eternal kingdom. 
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
STAND ON GOD’S COMPLETE PROVISION (2 Pet. 1:3-4)

VERSE 3

His divine power has given us everything required for life and 
godliness through the knowledge of Him who called us by His 
own glory and goodness. 
In the Greek text, 1:3 begins with a word that means “seeing that.” In other 
words, the grace and peace to which Peter referred in 1:2 could abound to 
believers because of God’s gracious provision to them. Peter stressed that 
believers had received more than adequate power for Christian living. The 
pronoun His could point either to God or Christ; both were mentioned in 
1:2. Both could be said to possess all divine power, yet the phrase “Jesus our 
Lord” is the nearest antecedent to the pronoun. Either way, Christians were 
supplied (through the indwelling Holy Spirit) with overcoming power. We 
get our words dynamite, dynamo, and dynamic from the Greek word translated 
power. The Greek term means “strength” and “might.” It carries the sense 
of having the ability to get something done. The Greek term rendered has 
given (“has granted,” ESV) carries the idea of a gift freely given in the past 
that continues in its effect in the present. 

God-given power supplied everything [the believer] required for life 
and godliness. The Greek word translated life refers to God’s kind of life, life 
in relationship with Christ. Christians did not live their new lives in Christ 
in their own strength but in the divine strength they received. The Greek 
term rendered godliness has the idea of reverence for and devotion to God. 
It conveys the sense of worship rightly directed to God and behavior that 
reflects that attitude. 

Believers received divine power through the knowledge of Him who 
called them. Christ had called believers to salvation and had given them 
power to live for Him. The Greek term rendered knowledge has the sense of 
full (precise and correct) knowledge through experience. 

Why did Peter repeatedly stress knowledge in 1:2-8? Most likely it was 
because a system of thought was developing that would come to full fruition 
in the next century. Known as Gnosticism [NAHS tuh sih zuhm], this 
false doctrine claimed that secret knowledge was the path to salvation. The 
Gnostics [NAHS tiks] claimed to have been initiated into this knowledge and 
to be able to impart it. They considered knowledge to be superior to faith. 
In contrast to this false teaching, Peter emphasized that only knowledge of 
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Christ—by this he meant a faith-relationship with Him—could save, not 
a so-called “secret” knowledge. The truth of the gospel, when embraced, 
resulted in obedience to Christ’s principles and standards. 

Peter stressed that the call to salvation came by [Christ’s] own glory and 
goodness (“to glory and virtue,” KJV; “to his own glory and excellence,” 
ESV). The term glory can mean “majesty,” “radiance,” or “magnificence.” In 1:3, 
the meaning goes beyond Christ’s splendor or majesty as Deity. It refers to 
His character as redemptive; Christ’s glory was His fulfilling God’s purpose 
of providing salvation for helpless sinners. The word goodness referred to 
Christ’s moral excellence, the quality of His character. Out of His redemptive 
character and moral excellence, Christ gave the gift of power to believers. 
Today, believers can be grateful that through Christ God provides salvation 
and power to live for Him. 

VERSE 4

By these He has given us very great and precious promises, so 
that through them you may share in the divine nature, escaping 
the corruption that is in the world because of evil desires. 
The phrase by these (“whereby,” KJV; “by which,” ESV; “through these,” NIV) 
most likely refers to “His own glory and goodness” in 1:3. The Greek term 
rendered has given (“has granted,” ESV) has the same sense of permanent 
bestowing of a gift of grace as in 1:3. The Greek term rendered very great  
carries the idea of being extraordinary, wonderful, or magnificent. The word 
translated precious means “valuable.” The term promises could anticipate 
the believer’s entrance into Christ’s kingdom (1:11), the certainty of Christ’s 
return (1:16), and/or the promise of a new heaven and a new earth (3:13). 

The purpose of the promises was that believers might share (“might be 
partakers,” KJV; “may participate,” NIV) in the divine nature. Pagan 
thought included the idea that humans were, or could become, gods because 
they had within them the “divine spark.” Peter, however, emphasized that 
believers entered relationship with God by grace and progressively reflected 
His character. Believers did not become gods; rather, they received His kind 
of life by grace through faith. 

Believers entered relationship with God through faith-commitments 
after they had escaped the corruption that is in the world because of 
evil desires (“through lust,” KJV; “because of sinful desire,” ESV). The Greek 
word translated escaping means “freed from.” The term rendered corruption 
means “ruin” or “decay.” The word that is translated evil desires has the sense 
of craving or longing for what is forbidden. Peter had in mind moral decay 
and spiritual ruin brought about by or grounded in the drive to satisfy self 
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with no moral or ethical restraints. This characterized the world in which 
Christians lived. Peter’s point was that when believers turned from their 
pagan way of life and turned to God, they entered a saving relationship with 
Him in which they took on qualities of His character.
 

CULTIVATE YOUR CHARACTER (2 Pet. 1:5-9)

VERSES 5-7

For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your 
faith with goodness, goodness with knowledge, knowledge 
with self-control, self-control with endurance, endurance with 
godliness, godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly 
affection with love.
The phrase for this very reason (“and besides this,” KJV) refers to Christ’s 
call to salvation, His gift of power for Christian living, and His marvelous 
promises to believers (1:3-4). In light of their ongoing relationship with 
Christ, believers were to make every effort to supplement [their] faith—
to grow spiritually. 

The Greek words translated make every effort literally read “adding (bringing 
in alongside of) all diligence (earnest application).” The term supplement 
(“add,” KJV, NIV) translates a Greek word that means “to supply” or “to 
furnish.” It was used of equipping a chorus that accompanied plays. Finding, 
equipping, and training a chorus was costly. A person who did so voluntarily 
and generously supplied all that was necessary for peak performance. In 
time, the term was used for equipping an army and for supplying life with 
the finest virtues. Always present was the element of generosity. Thus, Peter 
urged believers to cooperate with God in supplying themselves generously 
with qualities of character vital in their spiritual development and crucial for 
offering the finest witness concerning the power of grace to transform lives.  

Peter’s admonition that believers be diligent to equip their lives with 
Christian virtues emphasized that relationship with Christ demanded 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article titled “Knowledge” on pages 999-1000 in the Holman 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary. What does the phrase “knowing Christ as 
Savior” mean to you? In what ways are you growing in your knowledge 
of Him?
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constant effort. Spiritual growth was not automatic. It required a commitment 
to develop spiritually and continuing cooperation with God, who had given 
believers His divine power for their new life marked by godliness (1:3).

Peter instructed believers to lavishly supply their faith with goodness 
(“virtue,” KJV, ESV). He was not urging them to add one quality to another 
but to develop one quality in the practice of another. By faith, he meant 
their relationship with Christ. By beginning with their salvation experience, 
Peter stressed that conversion was not a culmination but a new beginning. 
The Greek word translated goodness can mean “moral excellence,” but here 
it probably has more of a sense of moral power or energy that is operative 
and efficient. The word also could have the sense of courage. Believers’ faith 
was to issue in actions of high moral quality. Their courageous reflection of 
Christ’s character would fulfill God’s purpose for them. 

Believers were to supply their moral actions with knowledge. The 
Greek term rendered knowledge means “insight” or “understanding.” Peter 
likely had in mind believers’ growing in their understanding of Christian 
principles and the practical application of those guidelines in daily living. 
They needed insight into God’s will and purpose. Such understanding would 
enable believers to make good decisions and to act rightly. 

The practical application of increased insight into living as Christians 
would furnish believers with self-control (“temperance,” KJV). The Greek 
term rendered self-control means “mastery of self.” It has the idea of having 
a firm grip on one’s emotions, of curbing or restraining natural urges and 
inclinations. Peter knew that Christians would continue to feel deeply 
about adverse incidents and experiences and would have natural urges to 
react instinctively and perhaps wrongly. Self-mastery would enable them to 
respond in ways that expressed their new lives in Christ.

The practice of self-mastery would supply believers with endurance 
(“patience,” KJV; “steadfastness,” ESV; “perseverance,” NIV). The Greek word 
has the sense of bearing up under a load, thus of persevering, of continuing 
firm in purpose. In the New Testament it is used of a person who did not 
allow even the most severe difficulties and sufferings to affect faithfulness 
to Christ. The Greek term does not refer to passive timidity but to an active 
pressing forward. Growing self-control issues in staying power.

Believers’ perseverance in their faith would furnish them with godliness. 
The Greek term for this Christian virtue conveys the sense of devotion to 
and reverence for God that affects believers’ manner of life. The person with 
genuine devotion to God worships Him correctly and out of that worship 
serves others. 

Christians who lived daily out of their devotion to God would receive the 
supply of brotherly affection (“brotherly kindness,” KJV). The Greek term 
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Peter used is a family term that means “love of the brothers (and sisters).” 
It carries the idea of an emotional bond that responds positively to the 
claims and responsibilities of personal relationships in the Christian family.

From the supply of the seven previous virtues or qualities would come the 
crowning furnishing of Christian character: love (“charity,” KJV). Peter used 
the distinctive word agape [ah GAH pay], which has the sense of God’s kind 
of love. God demonstrated His love in Jesus’ coming, ministry, and atoning 
death, showing that His love is sacrificial, self-giving, and undeterred by 
rejection. God goes on offering His love for the best interests of those He 
loves, whether they respond positively or not. He persistently seeks to bless 
people even when they refuse His grace. Believers were to have this kind 
of love for one another, but they also were to widen the scope to include all 
people they encountered. 

To Peter, the Christian life began with a personal faith-commitment to 
Christ. Living out of that relationship would progressively furnish believers 
with character qualities that would reach completion in God’s kind of love. 
This process underlines the necessity that Christians work diligently to grow 
spiritually by cooperating with God’s power working in them (see Phil. 2:13).

VERSE 8

For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they will keep 
you from being useless or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
In the Greek text, the opening words of this verse literally read: “For these 
things in (or for) you existing and abounding.” The word for connects what 
follows with 2 Peter 1:5-7 and the virtues, or qualities, listed in those verses. 
The Greek term rendered are yours has the sense of property belonging to 
someone and at that person’s disposal. The word increasing (“abound,” KJV; 
“in increasing measure,” NIV) emphasizes that the qualities listed in 1:5-7 
required constant cooperation with God to develop. The term also expresses 
the idea that growth toward spiritual maturity is a continuing process. 

Cultivating the Christian virtues would prevent believers from being 
useless or unfruitful (“ineffective and unproductive,” NIV). The Greek term 
rendered useless means “unprofitable” or “lazy” and has the sense of avoiding 
labor one should do, of deliberately standing idle instead of working. Spiritual 
laziness would render believers ineffective. The word unfruitful refers to lack 
of spiritual productivity. 

Peter then returned to the subject of believers’ knowledge of God and 
Christ (see 1:2-3). In 1:8, he focused on the knowledge of [the] Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Greek word translated in literally is “unto” and expresses progress. 
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The sense is that spiritual laziness and lack of spiritual productiveness 
would keep believers from reaching fuller knowledge of Christ. The Greek 
term rendered knowledge has the idea of complete, thorough knowledge 
that consistently increases, moving toward the goal of fullness. It refers to 
knowledge gained through personal experience with Christ. Peter stressed 
that in believers’ relationship with Him, as they actively exercised Christian 
virtues and worked at being productive in His service, they were moving 
toward a thorough knowledge of Christ. By contrast, lack of attention to 
spiritual development would result in stagnation. 

Peter stressed that the truths the gospel had presented to believers 
formed a solid basis from which they could advance in their relationship 
with Christ. The word Lord emphasized His deity. The name Jesus means 
“Yahweh (the Lord) saves” and expresses His work of providing redemption. 
The title Christ means “anointed one” and designates Jesus as the Promised 
Messiah, the Deliverer. From these foundational truths, believers could grow 
in their understanding of and obedience to Him.

VERSE 9

The person who lacks these things is blind and shortsighted and 
has forgotten the cleansing from his past sins. 
Christians could choose either spiritual growth or stagnation and decline. 
The phrase the person who lacks these things literally is “to whom these 
things are not present.” The phrase these things refers to the previously listed 
virtues. The idea is that of not possessing them in contrast to the emphasis 
in 1:8 on having them and cultivating them.

A believer who did not have the virtues crucial to a maturing faith was 
blind and shortsighted (“so nearsighted that he is blind,” ESV). The Greek 
term rendered shortsighted means “to see dimly” or “to see only what is near.” 
It also can mean “to close the eyes” or “to contract the eyelids.” The picture is 
that of a person who squinted against light. Peter may have meant that such 
a person had willfully shut out spiritual revelation or that the individual 
was caught up in personal concerns of daily living and gave no attention to 
spiritual matters. 

The believer who did not have the necessary virtues had forgotten the 
cleansing from … past sins. One view is that Peter referred to the believer’s 
baptism. If so, baptism symbolized spiritual cleansing. More likely, Peter 
had in mind the moment of the person’s commitment to Christ when the 
individual’s sins were forgiven. At that moment, the believer broke with a 
pagan lifestyle and began a new life in Christ. The phrase past sins literally is 
“old sins,” a way of life characterized by missing God’s mark. 

© 2016 LifeWay



108 E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e

The term forgotten translates two Greek words that mean “having received 
forgetfulness.” One view is that Peter’s statement reflected the believer’s 
unchristian behavior; that is, the person did not demonstrate a redeemed 
lifestyle—not the loss of salvation, however, but a failure to grow spiritually. 
Another approach, one that I prefer, suggests that Peter was warning against 
believers’ viewing their conversions as past experiences with no relevance 
to their current daily living. The incredible experience of being forgiven and 
entering a new life of relationship with Christ should inspire a believer to 
strive to grow more and more in that relationship. 
 

LIVE WITH ASSURANCE (2 Pet. 1:10-11)

VERSE 10

Therefore, brothers, make every effort to confirm your calling and 
election, because if you do these things you will never stumble. 
The term therefore (“wherefore the rather,” KJV) connects with the 
instructions concerning spiritual growth in 1:5-7 and the reasons to make 
intense effort to grow in 1:8-9. With the word brothers, Peter identified with 
his letter’s recipients as members of God’s family of faith. The phrase make 
every effort, as with the similar exhortation in 1:5, was an encouragement for 
believers to give all the more diligence to their spiritual growth. They were to 
make a concentrated, intense effort to confirm [their] calling and election. 
The Greek text literally reads “to make firm (constant and unwavering) your 
calling and election.” The word calling referred to Christ’s call or invitation to 
salvation. The term election referred to believers’ positive response to that call. 
When they placed their faith in Christ, they joined God’s elect. The term does 
not mean God wants some people to be saved and others to be lost. God does 
not desire for anyone to perish (see 3:9); people who accept His gracious offer 
of salvation in Christ take their place among His people. 

The Greek term rendered confirm means “reliable” or “valid”; thus the text 
literally is “to make valid.” Believers’ cooperation with God in their efforts to 
grow spiritually would produce the qualities of character listed in 1:5-7 and 
lifestyles that validated their professed inclusion in God’s family. 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Engage in a self-evaluation. When did you place your faith in Christ? What 
did it mean to you? What evidences point to your spiritual growth since 
that time? In what ways are you making an intense effort to grow?
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Peter encouraged believers with a firm assurance: If you do these things 
you will never stumble (“if you practice these qualities you will never fall,” 
ESV). The phrase these things probably refers to the qualities listed in 1:5-7. 
The term rendered stumble means “to stagger” or “to fall.” A further meaning 
is “to fail.” The idea is not that Christians who were growing spiritually would 
never again commit a sin or experience trouble. Rather, the idea is that 
believers would not fail to realize the completion of their spiritual journey: 
entrance into God’s immediate presence in eternity. As they strove to mature 
spiritually, they would not fall by the wayside and be left behind. 

VERSE 11

For in this way, entry into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ will be richly supplied to you. 
Peter emphasized the marvelous result for believers who made strong, 
consistent effort to grow toward spiritual maturity. The phrase in this way 
refers to the eight virtues he stressed in 1:5-7 and characterized as an upward 
march in 1:10. Developing these virtues gave evidence of the genuineness of 
believers’ commitment to Christ. In the Greek text, the words translated will 
be richly supplied to you (“shall be ministered unto you abundantly,” KJV) 
come at the beginning of 1:11 for emphasis. The word rendered supplied is 
the term Peter used in 1:5 for supplementing faith with Christian character 
qualities. The word has the sense of lavishly and generously furnishing a 
chorus with everything needed to accompany a play. Peter assured believers 
that awaiting them was Christ’s gracious response to their faithfulness. 

The Greek word translated entry (“an entrance,” KJV, ESV; “welcome,” 
NIV) has the idea of reception. The picture is that of a host warmly welcoming 
people at an open door. The phrase eternal (“everlasting,” KJV) kingdom 
refers to the enduring inheritance reserved in heaven for believers (1:4). It 
is the destination toward which believers move as sojourners in this world: 
Christ’s immediate presence in eternity. Peter used the full designation for 
Christ to stress His sovereign ability to provide an eternal home for them. 
Today, believers can be confident their salvation will be completed when they 
enter their Lord’s immediate presence.

EXPLORE FURTHER
How does the prospect of Christ’s gracious welcome into heaven impact 
your daily living? What assures you of your being given entrance? What is 
your conception of life in His immediate presence for eternity?
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With Trust
God’s Word is trustworthy in all ways.

“That’s the gospel truth.” “I swear it’s the truth.” “I promise I’m not lying.”  
How many times have you used these or similar phrases to bolster the 
credibility of your statements? How often have you been on the receiving 
end of such affirmations? When my children were young, they introduced 
me to a phrase that still makes me smile. I often played a little game with 
them in which I told them a made-up and far-fetched tale. They would hear 
me out, and then one or both would say rather sternly: “Daddy, now tell us 
the real truth.” Then I would come clean with them.

Sorting out the real truth in our culture is an ongoing, arduous task at 
which we are not always successful. We live in a society in which duplicity 
is rampant in the areas of finance, politics, business, and religion. When 
someone has been exposed as untruthful, the culprit often is quick to use 
the excuse “I misspoke.” Circumventing the truth frequently is downplayed 
with blithe phrases such as “white lies,” “little lies,” or “harmless lies.” Let’s 
face it: lies are lies. Truth and trustworthy people are hard to find these days; 
their rarity is an indictment of our culture.

This session emphasizes that we can depend on God’s truth as revealed 
in the gospel and in the Scriptures. His good news of salvation in Christ and 
His written revelation of Himself are life-giving and life-sustaining truths. 
They are the real truth on which we can stake our lives.

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
2 PETER 1:12-21

Peter began his second letter by identifying himself and the letter’s recipients. 
He expressed a brief prayer-wish that grace and spiritual soundness would 
be theirs in abundance (1:1-2). 

In 1:3-4, Peter stressed that God had given Christians everything they 
needed for their new life in Christ and for godly living. His provision came 

Session 11 > 2 Peter 1:12-21
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through their personal relationship with Christ, who had called them to 
salvation. Out of Christ’s redemptive character and moral excellence, He had 
given Christians valuable, extraordinary promises. The promises’ purpose 
was that believers could be rightly related to God and progressively reflect 
His character. When they turned from their pagan lifestyles and turned to 
God, He freed them from their world’s decay and gave them His kind of life.

In their relationship with Christ, believers were to make intense effort 
to develop qualities that were characteristic of transformed lives. Beginning 
with their faith-commitments to Christ, they were to grow steadily toward 
spiritual maturity. They were to supplement faith with seven key virtues, the 
crowning one being God’s kind of love (1:5-7). 

In 1:8-9, Peter stressed that believers’ cultivating the character qualities 
listed in 1:5-7 would prevent them from being useless or unproductive in 
their relationship with Christ. Christians who lacked those virtues lacked 
clear spiritual sight. They also had ceased to let their salvation experience 
impact their living. They were not growing spiritually.

Peter exhorted believers to be diligent in developing the character 
qualities and lifestyles that evidenced their membership among God’s people.  
If they did so, they would not fall by the wayside and thus fail to reach their 
destination, the fulfillment of their salvation in God’s immediate presence. 
Christ would welcome them warmly into His eternal kingdom (1:10-11).

In 1:12-15, Peter described his sense of urgency in reminding believers 
about the need to keep growing in faith. As long as he was alive, he would 
make every effort to teach and encourage Christians to be spiritually alert.

Peter then reminded the recipients of his letter of the veracity and authority 
of the Scriptures (1:16-21). He and other apostles had been eyewitnesses at 
the transfiguration when Jesus was confirmed as the Son of God by the 
Heavenly Father’s proclamation. That experience lent authority as well to 
the apostles’ gospel preaching, as they were “moved by the Holy Spirit” (1:21).

EXPLORE THE TEXT
NEEDED REMINDERS (2 Pet. 1:12-15)

VERSE 12

Therefore I will always remind you about these things, even 
though you know them and are established in the truth you have. 
The word therefore (“wherefore,” KJV; “so,” NIV) connects 1:3-11 with what 
follows. Thus, the phrase these things (“these qualities,” ESV) likely refers to 
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the qualities Peter listed, the necessity of intense effort to cultivate the virtues, 
believers’ participation in God’s kind of life, and their assurance of reaching 
the fulfillment of their salvation. Although believers knew the truths Peter 
emphasized, he promised to keep reminding them of those essentials of the 
faith. The Greek term rendered I will … remind has the sense of intention 
that was certain. Peter would be sure to continue to remind them; it would be 
a priority with him. The term always has the sense of “at every opportunity.” 
It could mean that Peter’s letters would remain as reminders to believers or 
that he would continue to issue reminders as long as he lived. 

The form of the Greek word translated are established (“be established,” 
KJV; “are firmly established,” NIV) expresses a past experience whose effects 
continued. The phase the truth (“the present truth,” KJV) refers not only 
to moral truth but also to doctrinal truth, the truth of the gospel. Believers 
knew the truth and were living it out. The phrase you have (“you now have,” 
NIV) literally is “present with you.” Believers had received and retained the 
truth Christian instructors had taught them. 

VERSE 13

I consider it right, as long as I am in this bodily tent, to wake you 
up with a reminder, 
Peter considered reminding believers of the truth to be his duty or 
responsibility as an apostle. To do so was right (“meet,” KJV)—that is, 
correct or fitting. The phrase as long as I am in this bodily tent (“this 
tabernacle,” KJV; “this body,” ESV; “the tent of this body,” NIV) has the idea 
of “as long as I live.” The word tent reflected Peter’s understanding that life is a 
journey, a pilgrimage. The symbolism expresses impermanence and relative 
frailty. In whatever time he had remaining, Peter was determined to wake 
[believers] up with a reminder (“to stir you up by way of reminder,” ESV; “to 
refresh your memory,” NIV). The Greek term rendered wake … up means “to 
stir up,” “to animate.” It conveys the sense of stimulating to action. Peter’s 
purpose in continuing to give believers reminders was to strengthen their 
hold on truth and to incite or provoke them to live according to that truth. 

Recently, our city hosted a group of World War II Congressional Medal of 
Honor winners. One of them gave his testimony during a morning worship 
service in my church. He had fought in the invasion and capture of Iwo Jima. 
At the time, he was not a Christian. He returned from the war, married, and 
had children. His wife and children often pleaded with him to attend church 
with them, but he consistently refused. One Easter Sunday he gave in and 
attended a worship service. He came under conviction, went forward during 
the invitation time, and prayed with the pastor. I fully expected him to say, 
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“That day, I accepted Jesus.” Instead he said, “I prayed, and Jesus accepted me.” 
What a marvelous insight! That realization, kept fresh in our minds, should 
offer strong incentive to live in a manner that reflects our new life in Him.  

VERSE 14

knowing that I will soon lay aside my tent, as our Lord Jesus 
Christ has also shown me. 
Peter was aware that he was nearing the end of his life’s journey. He would 
soon lay aside [his] tent (“my tabernacle,” KJV; “my body,” ESV). Peter’s words 
have been interpreted as a reference to his advanced age and as an allusion to 
the kind of death he would die. The Greek term rendered lay aside was used of 
shedding garments. Peter would fold the temporary tent of physical existence 
and enter the eternal inheritance reserved for him (see 1 Pet. 1:4). 

Peter referred to an incident that occurred years earlier when Christ 
prophesied the apostle’s death (see John 21:1-19). The Risen Christ appeared 
to seven of His disciples on the shore of the Sea of Galilee as they were 
fishing. He prepared breakfast for them, and after the meal He restored 
Peter to useful discipleship. Christ gave Peter a commission to minister to 
His people, an assignment that expressed forgiveness and confidence that 
Peter would become the rock-like leader Jesus had predicted. Then Christ 
told Peter a time was coming when he would be bound and taken against 
his will. During this incident, Christ called Peter to follow Him in faithful 
discipleship. Peter’s letters remain as evidence that Peter was fulfilling 
his commission.

VERSE 15

And I will also make every effort that you may be able to recall 
these things at any time after my departure. 
Peter reaffirmed his determination to provide needed reminders for believers, 
even after his death. The phrase make every effort (“will endeavour,” KJV) 
translates a form of the Greek word Peter used in 1:10 for diligence or 
intensity. Peter would work with focused energy to leave behind reminders 
of truths by which believers were to live. The phrase that you may be able 
to recall literally is “that you may have it.” The Greek term rendered at any 
time (“always,” KJV, NIV) means “at every time” with the sense of “when 
needed.” The phrase after my departure (“after my decease,” KJV) literally 
is “after my exodus” and refers to Peter’s death. It is the same word Luke used 
of Jesus’ upcoming death in that Gospel’s account of the transfiguration 
event (see Luke 9:31). The term exodus was a dignified word for death and 
had the sense of transition.
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EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS (2 Pet. 1:16-18)

VERSE 16

For we did not follow cleverly contrived myths when we made 
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
instead, we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 
Peter stressed that his message expressing truths about Christ was 
an eyewitness account. The term for connects with 1:12-15—Peter’s 
determination to furnish reminders of the truths he stressed in 1:5-11. The 
word we likely refers to the apostles, Jesus’ chosen band of close followers. 
In 1:12-15, he used the pronoun “I.” In 1:16 he switched to the plural we 
to associate himself with the other apostles. Peter likely did not establish 
the churches to which he wrote but stressed they had received teachings the 
apostles passed on to them. 

Peter emphasized that the apostles did not follow cleverly contrived 
myths (“cunningly devised fables,” KJV; “cleverly devised stories,” NIV). His 
statement alluded to a major purpose of his letter: to refute false teachers. 
The phrase cleverly contrived translates a Greek word that can convey either 
a good or bad sense. It can have the idea of making one wise or enlightened. 
In the bad sense, it means “skillfully or artfully invented.” The Greek term 
rendered myths means “stories,” “fictions,” “fables,” or “falsehoods.” 

Evidently, false teachers ridiculed apostolic preaching and teaching as 
contrived, misleading tales. Who were these teachers and what did they 
teach? Among suggestions are: (1) The false teachers may have been Gnostics 
[NAHS tiks] who taught that salvation came through secret knowledge they 
had and could impart. In addition, the Gnostics taught that a long line of 
emanations issued from the true or highest God. They identified Christ as one 
of the lowest of these emanations. To them, He was far less than the majestic 
Son of God the apostles preached. (2) The myths to which Peter referred may 
have been Jewish fictions based on Old Testament events and/or pagans’ 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the introductory paragraph and the section “Physical Death” on 
pages 405-406 in the article titled “Death” in the Holman Illustrated Bible 
Dictionary. What assures you that physical death is not the end of life for 
you? What incentives does the realization of life’s brevity give you?
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stories about their gods coming to earth. In truth, the apostolic doctrine 
was nothing like such fictions. (3) The false teachers charged that the gospel 
elements such as Christ’s incarnation, miracles, resurrection, and return in 
triumph to establish His kingdom were mere fables. 

Peter countered the false teachers’ claims. He stressed that those who 
communicated the power and coming of [the] Lord Jesus Christ to 
believers had no need to resort to fiction. The Greek term rendered we 
made known (“we told you,” NIV) refers to the teaching imparted to the 
letter’s recipients at some point in the past. The word was used of revealing 
a mystery—something once hidden but now disclosed as an open secret. 
Likely the pronoun we referred to the apostles. The term power may refer 
to Christ’s divine strength or ability as the Risen Lord. An alternate view 
is that the word expressed Christ’s ability to save repentant sinners. The 
term coming refers to Christ’s return. Peter stressed the Resurrected Christ’s 
ongoing presence and power with His people as well as His future return. 

Far from resorting to made-up stories to present Jesus as Deity, Savior, 
and Messiah (Lord Jesus Christ), some of the apostles were eyewitnesses of 
His majesty. In this context, the word we designates Peter, James, and John 
as the “inner circle” of the twelve apostles. In essence, Peter wrote, “I was 
there when His great magnificence was demonstrated.” 

VERSE 17

For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, a 
voice came to Him from the Majestic Glory: This is My beloved 
Son. I take delight in Him! 
Early Christian tradition states that Mark’s Gospel reflects Peter’s account 
of Jesus’ ministry. If that was the case, Peter recounted what he saw and 
experienced at the transfiguration (see Mark 9:2-8). Mark recorded Peter’s 
testimony that Jesus took Peter, James, and John to a “high mountain” so 
they could be alone (9:2). After they arrived, Jesus was transfigured in their 
presence. He underwent a total transformation, a radical change that revealed 
His deity. His clothes radiated a brilliant white, symbolic of His redemptive 
character (Mark 9:3). Elijah and Moses appeared and talked with Jesus. Peter 
suggested that the three disciples build three booths, one for each of the three 
who conversed (9:4-6). Suddenly, a cloud appeared, signifying God’s presence 
and enveloping those on the mountain (9:7a). 

Peter rightly viewed Jesus’ transfiguration as His receiving honor and 
glory from God the Father (2 Pet. 1:17). The term honor has the idea of 
conferred preeminence. The term glory has the sense of praise. Together, the 
terms expressed the Father’s approval of His Son. 
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Peter recounted that a voice came to [Jesus] from the Majestic Glory 
(“there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory,” KJV). One 
interpretation of the phrase Majestic Glory is that it designated the enveloping 
cloud. A more likely view is that the phrase refers to God. The Greek word 
translated Majestic is different from the word used of Christ’s majesty in 
2 Pet. 1:16, but both words seem to refer to Deity. The term in 2 Peter 1:17 
carries the ideas of magnificence, splendor, and excellence. The Greek word 
rendered Glory can have the sense of dazzling radiance and came to have the 
further idea of God’s character as redemptive. Peter used the two terms to 
describe the indescribable: God’s magnificence.

Peter recalled that the voice from the cloud declared, “This is My beloved 
Son. I take delight in Him” (“this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased,” KJV). The heavenly voice also had made this declaration to Jesus 
at His baptism. At the transfiguration, the voice affirmed Jesus’ deity and 
God’s favor on His ministry. 

The heavenly voice’s affirmation of Jesus has been linked to Psalm 2:7 and 
Isaiah 42:1, reflecting His kingship and His role as Suffering Servant. In Psalm 
2:7, the words originally applied to a king’s coronation but came to be applied 
to messianic kingship. In Isaiah 42:1, God through the prophet declared: “This 
is My Servant; I strengthen Him, this is My Chosen One; I delight in Him.” 
Thus, the heavenly voice’s words stressed that Jesus fulfilled God’s promises 
and prophecies in the Old Testament concerning the messianic King and 
Servant of the Lord. Peter soundly refuted the false teachers’ identification of 
Jesus as only a minor, lesser being.  

VERSE 18

And we heard this voice when it came from heaven while we were 
with Him on the holy mountain. 
The three disciples heard God’s audible affirmation of Jesus on the mount of 
transfiguration. Thus, Peter bore firsthand witness to what he heard. He could 
write with authority. The phrase the holy mountain (“the sacred mountain,” 
NIV) likely means that the transfiguration site was considered to be sacred by 
what transpired there. The mountain was not specified, but Mount Tabor and 
Mount Hermon are two that have been suggested. 

Two major interpretations have been given concerning Peter’s intended 
application of the transfiguration. One view is that he had in mind Jesus’ 
resurrection and glorified state. A second (and more likely) suggestion is that 
Peter viewed the transfiguration as anticipating Christ’s triumphant return 
and the coming of His kingdom. Peter strongly countered the false teachers’ 
denial of Christ’s return.
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WRITTEN BY GOD (2 Pet. 1:19-21)

VERSE 19

So we have the prophetic word strongly confirmed. You will do 
well to pay attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dismal place, 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 
The term so (“also,” KJV, NIV; “and,” ESV) probably connects what follows to 
1:17-18, Peter’s reference to his presence at Jesus’ transfiguration. The word 
we likely designates the apostles. The phrase the prophetic word (“word 
of prophecy,” KJV; “the prophetic message,” NIV) could refer either to the 
Old Testament prophecies concerning Christ’s second coming or to Peter’s 
eyewitness account of Jesus’ transfiguration, a forecast of His return. If Peter 
intended the former, he meant that Old Testament prophecies reinforced 
his eyewitness testimony. If he referred to his personal experience, he 
nonetheless viewed it as an authentic, authoritative word from God. 

The phrase strongly confirmed translates a Greek word that means 
“surer,” “more certain,” “trustworthy.” Peter could have meant his witnessing 
the transfiguration confirmed the Old Testament messianic prophecies. 
On the other hand, he may have meant those prophecies were even more 
conclusive than his eyewitness account. In my judgment, Peter viewed the 
transfiguration as reinforcing Old Testament prophecies of the Day of the 
Lord, which the apostles interpreted as Christ’s return and final judgment. 

Peter strongly advised believers to carefully consider the Old Testament 
prophecies concerning Christ’s return (the Day of the Lord). The phrase you 
will do well may have the sense of a plea. The Greek term rendered pay 
attention (“take heed,” KJV) presents the idea of focusing the mind on 
something, of heeding or attending to something. It has the sense of devoting 
thought and effort to something. Christians were not to let the false teachers’ 
denial of Christ’s return cause them to neglect the truth expressed in the Old 
Testament and in Peter’s testimony concerning Jesus’ transfiguration. 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article titled “Transfiguration” on pages 1612-1613 in the 
Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary. What assurance does the biblical 
account of Jesus’ transfiguration give you? What implications does it have 
for your worship?
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Peter compared the sure prophecies of Christ’s return to a lamp shining 
in a dismal place (“a light that shineth in a dark place,” KJV). The picture 
is that of a lamp on a lampstand that lights a dark (squalid, filthy) place. 
In a sense, the whole world was a dark place into which the light of God’s 
revelation in Christ shone. More specifically, the believers Peter addressed 
had come out of—yet still lived in—the darkness of a pagan environment.

The phrase until the day dawns refers to Christ’s second coming. The 
term dawns presents the image of light piercing the darkness. The priest 
Zechariah prophesied at his son John’s birth: “Because of our God’s merciful 
compassion, the Dawn from on high will visit us to shine on those who live 
in darkness and the shadow of death” (Luke 1:78-79a). His words reflected 
an ancient Hebrew prayer, which Zechariah applied to the Messiah’s coming. 

Peter’s application of the day’s dawning seems to be that at Christ’s return 
God’s full light (revelation) will shine into the world’s darkness. Until that 
glorious day, believers were to live in the light of the Scriptures. The words 
the morning star (“day star,” KJV) refer to Christ. In the background may 
be Numbers 24:17: “A star will come from Jacob.” Christ is the supreme light-
bearer and will bring the ultimate light. 

The phrase in your hearts has the sense of believers’ receiving the full 
revelation of God at Christ’s return. One view is that such illumination 
would erase any uncertainties believers had. An alternate view is that the 
phrase refers to the great joy believers would experience at Christ’s return. 

VERSE 20

First of all, you should know this: No prophecy of Scripture comes 
from one’s own interpretation, 
The words first of all, you should know this (“knowing this first of all,” 
ESV) may connect with Peter’s admonition in 1:19 that believers devote 
concentrated thought to Old Testament prophecies concerning Christ’s 
return. The Greek term rendered first of all has the sense of first in rank or 
priority, of highest importance. Believers were to adopt what followed as 
a basic principle in their study of the Scriptures. The phrase no prophecy 
of Scripture likely designates Old Testament prophecies. Peter may have 
referred specifically to prophecies concerning Christ’s return. 

The Old Testament prophecies did not come from [the prophets’] own 
interpretation of things. The word translated interpretation has the sense 
of loosening or untying a tangled knot of strings. It was used in the sense 
of explaining puzzles and riddles. Peter’s statement can be taken in three 
ways: (1) He could have meant the origin of the prophecies—they were not 
self-generated. The prophets did not express personal opinions or fabricated 
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messages; they communicated revelations from God. (2) Peter could have 
meant the apostles’ interpretations of the prophets’ messages. No one was 
to twist prophecies to suit one’s own views. Believers’ interpretations were 
to be in line with the apostles’ teachings. (3) Peter may have stressed that a 
person did not have the ability to interpret prophecies on his or her own. The 
individual needed the Holy Spirit’s guidance. I believe the second possibility 
is the most likely. False teachers rejected the apostles’ interpretations of 
prophecy and twisted the Scriptures to support their denial of Christ’s return.

VERSE 21

because no prophecy ever came by the will of man; instead, men 
spoke from God as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 
Peter addressed the origin of prophecies. He strongly stated the reason 
no prophecy was self-generated. In the Greek text, the assertion that no 
prophecy ever came by the will of man is emphatic. No true prophecy 
came when someone decided to prophesy and fashioned a message. The Greek 
term rendered came literally means “was brought forth” or “was produced.” 

The term instead (literally, “but”) introduces a sharp contrast. Authentic 
prophecy was not self-produced but was communicated when prophets 
spoke from God. God revealed the message He intended to be spoken; the 
message originated with Him, not with the messengers. True prophets were 
moved by the Holy Spirit (“Holy Ghost,” KJV). The Greek word translated 
were moved (“carried along,” ESV, NIV) means “having been borne along” as 
the wind moved a ship; it has the sense of God’s revealing His messages to 
His spokesmen periodically. Thus, Peter assumed the divine inspiration of 
the Scriptures. The same Spirit guided the apostles as they interpreted the 
Scriptures for the early Christians to whom Peter wrote.

Peter emphasized that the Holy Spirit inspired the human writers of 
the Scriptures. Thus, the Scriptures are reliable. The Spirit must guide the 
interpretation of the Scriptures. Any believer can interpret them, but only 
with the Spirit’s guidance, and the Spirit is available to help any believer who 
genuinely seeks to understand God’s Word.

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article titled “Scripture” on pages 1452-1453 in the Holman 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary. What evidences do you see that the Scriptures 
are divinely inspired? How do the Scriptures impact your daily living? What 
benefits do you receive from gathering with other believers for Bible study?
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On Guard
God’s Word is the only standard of truth in our world.

In recent years, my wife and I have participated in several group trips to 
major cities in our nation. One memorable trip was to Washington, D.C., and  
one event on that trip that my wife and I will never forget was watching the 
changing of the guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. We had a vantage 
point from which we could watch the members of the new detachment march 
to the point where they replaced the previous guards. Their uniforms were 
impeccable; their movements were precise and measured; their focus was 
unwavering. When they took their posts, they stood arrow-straight and 
unmoving. Every day, twenty-four hours a day, military personnel standing 
ramrod straight guard this treasured memorial to unidentified warriors who 
gave their lives in service to their country.

This session focuses on the necessity for Christians to be on guard against 
false teachers, whose teachings, self-promoting agendas, and unscriptural 
lifestyles can pose serious threats to churches. Through their knowledge and 
practice of scriptural truths, believers must be prepared to refute purveyors 
of false teachings. Consistent Bible study, personal and corporate, is crucial 
in our ongoing effort to distinguish between truth and blatant error. 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
2 PETER 2:1-22; JUDE 1-25

In 2 Peter 1:16-21, the apostle asserted he was an eyewitness to Jesus’ 
transfiguration and gave a brief account of the event. Peter stated that his 
experience confirmed Old Testament prophecies concerning Christ’s return 
and refuted false teachers’ denial of that return. Peter stressed that the 
prophecies originated with God and came as God’s Spirit carried the prophets 
along. By implication, that same Spirit guided the apostles’ interpretations.

In 2 Peter 2:1-22, Peter warned that false teachers would continue to arise 
among believers. These peddlers of heresy would deny Christ, who died to 

Session 12 > 2 Peter 2:1-3; Jude 16-25
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ransom them from sin and death. They would bring swift destruction on 
themselves (2:1). Nevertheless, the false teachers would persuade some to 
adopt their immoral, shameless lifestyles. As a result of their influence, people 
would slander “the way of truth” (2:2). Peter stated that the false teachers’ 
condemnation had been prophesied long ago; their destruction was sure (2:3). 

In 2 Peter 2:4-22, the apostle drew from material in the Old Testament 
and perhaps from the non-biblical book of 1 Enoch to stress God’s sure 
judgment on false teachers and His ability to rescue the faithful. Peter 
vividly described the teachers’ ungodly character and emphasized the doom 
that awaited them.

Jude also wrote a brief letter—a single chapter—that reflects many of 
the same issues found in 2 Peter. In verses 1-2, Jude identified himself as 
the brother of James, probably Jesus’ half-brother (see Mark 6:3). Thus, Jude 
also was Jesus’ half-brother. He addressed his letter to believers generally 
and stated a prayer-wish that mercy, peace, and love would abound to them. 

Jude quickly moved to the purpose of his letter. He exhorted Christians to 
fiercely defend the body of Christian doctrine they had received. That truth, 
which the apostles passed along, was under attack by false teachers. These 
men, whose judgment had been predicted long ago, had stealthily infiltrated 
the church. James described them as ungodly, promiscuous, and heretical, 
denying Christ (3-4).

In 5-7, Jude gave illustrations of God’s judgment on evil. He drew from 
the Old Testament to remind believers that in His mercy God rescued the 
Israelites from Egypt. His judgment, however, fell on the unfaithful and 
disobedient. Then Jude called attention to a story in 1 Enoch, a book not 
in the Old Testament, in which 200 angels left heaven, went to earth, and 
engaged in immorality. These angels remained chained in darkness awaiting 
final judgment. Then Jude referenced God’s judgment on Sodom, Gomorrah, 
and neighboring cities because of the people’s immorality and perversions. 
These examples emphasized evil’s being punished by “eternal fire” (7). 

In 8-11, Jude issued a strong warning against heresy. He called the 
false teachers “dreamers” who engaged in immorality and rebelled against 
authority (8). Jude used a story about the archangel Michael to highlight 
that the false teachers, acting on base instincts, were self-destructing (9-10). 
Then Jude compared the false teachers with three infamous individuals who 
brought God’s judgment on themselves and others: (1) Cain, who murdered 
Abel, his brother; (2) Balaam [BAY luhm], who advised Moabite women to 
seduce Israelite men, resulting in a devastating plague as judgment on the 
Israelites (Num. 31:16); and (3) Korah, an Israelite who led a rebellion against 
Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. Jude’s point in each example was that 
unrepentant false teachers also faced certain judgment. 
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In 12-16, Jude used vivid metaphors and additional material from 1 Enoch 
to expose and warn false teachers. They were comparable to reefs that caused 
shipwrecks, wind-driven clouds that held no water, dead trees that bore no 
fruit, crashing sea waves foaming with shameful deeds, and stars destined 
for eternal darkness. These dangerous infiltrators threatened the life of the 
church, but God would bring judgment on them. 

In 17-23, Jude gave a series of exhortations to believers. In 17-19, he 
urged them to remember the apostles’ predictions that scoffers would arise 
who lived to satisfy their own lusts. He exhorted believers to mature in 
their faith and to pray in the Spirit. They were to anticipate Christ’s return 
and the fulfillment of their salvation (20-21). In 22-23, Jude urged faithful 
Christians to show mercy to believers who doubted and to rescue those who 
were in great danger of judgment.

Jude closed his letter with a beautiful doxology. He praised God for His 
ability to protect believers from unfaithfulness and to enable them to stand 
in His presence on the last day, blameless and filled with joy (24). The apostle 
closed with a ringing affirmation of God’s absolute sovereignty (25). 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
EXPOSED (2 Pet. 2:1-3; Jude 16)

2 PETER 2:1

But there were also false prophets among the people, just as 
there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly bring in 
destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, 
and will bring swift destruction on themselves. 
In 2 Peter 1:21, Peter stressed that authentic prophets “spoke from God 
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” In the course of Hebrew history, 
however, false prophets arose in Israel. In like manner, false teachers 
would come among believers. Although Peter used the future tense, false 
teachers already were peddling their wares (see 2:17). The tense in 2:1 may 
imply the situation would worsen. These religious hucksters would secretly 
bring in destructive heresies. The Greek term rendered secretly is from a 
word that means “to introduce or bring in stealthily.” The picture is that of 
spies infiltrating an enemy’s camp. The word heresies translates a Greek term 
that basically means “choices” or “options,” then “sects” or “factions,” and by 
implication “discords” or “contentions.” The options or choices false teachers 
offered would lead to divisions among believers and to destruction.
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The false teachers would go to the extent of denying the Master (“the Lord,” 
KJV) who bought them. They would disown or denounce Christ as Lord. The 
Greek word translated bought has the idea of redeeming or ransoming at a 
price. Christ willingly had given His life to free the false teachers from sin’s 
bondage, but they had turned their backs on Him. Their rejecting Him would 
bring swift destruction; they faced impending, eternal ruin. 

VERSE 2

Many will follow their unrestrained ways, and the way of truth 
will be blasphemed because of them. 
Sadly, many people would be taken in by the teachers’ unrestrained ways 
(“depraved conduct,” NIV). The Greek term rendered follow has the sense of 
imitating or yielding to someone as an authority. The phrase unrestrained ways 
translates a Greek word that has the idea of unbridled lust, of outrageous, 
shameless, and insolent behavior. The false teachers likely were perverting 
the concept of God’s grace, teaching that because grace always was available 
to forgive, people could sin without restraint. 

Because of false teachers’ persuasiveness, the way of truth [would] be 
blasphemed. The phrase the way of truth reflects the Old Testament idea of 
the right (godly) path or road. Early Christians were known as “people of 
the Way”—Christ’s way. The phrase “the truth” came to refer to authentic 
Christian teaching. In 2 Peter 2:2, the reference likely is to the gospel and 
the apostles’ interpretation of it. False teachers’ inducing followers to adopt 
their godless lifestyles would cause the Christian way to be spoken of as evil.

VERSE 3

They will exploit you in their greed with deceptive words. Their 
condemnation, pronounced long ago, is not idle, and their 
destruction does not sleep. 
Peter charged that the false teachers were driven by greed (“covetousness,” 
KJV). The Greek term comes from a word that means “to have more,” with 
the sense of grasping for riches. It presents the idea of taking advantage 
of others. These teachers would exploit (“make merchandise of,” KJV) 
believers with deceptive words (“fabricated stories,” NIV). The Greek term 
rendered deceptive has the sense of something fabricated or counterfeit. The 
false teachers would carefully and skillfully mold or fashion their speech to 
achieve selfish ends. 

Peter declared that the false teachers’ condemnation, pronounced long 
ago, was on its way. The Greek word rendered condemnation means “adverse 
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judicial sentence,” “judgment,” or “the execution of justice.” God’s impending 
judgment was not idle (“lingereth not,” KJV); it was not inoperative. Three 
times in 2:1-3, Peter used the Greek word for “ruin” to describe the false 
teachers’ heresies and their ultimate judgment. He painted a chilling word-
picture of the fate awaiting the peddlers of blatant and deadly error.

JUDE 16

These people are discontented grumblers, walking according 
to their desires; their mouths utter arrogant words, flattering 
people for their own advantage. 
Like Peter, Jude was combating false teachers. In verse 3 of his letter, he had 
exhorted believers “to contend for the faith.” The false teachers likely were 
Gnostics [NAHS tiks] who taught that salvation came from secret knowledge 
they could impart. In addition, they taught that because spirit was good and 
material things (including the physical body) were evil, if a person’s spirit 
was saved that individual could sin at will. Jude characterized these false 
teachers as discontented grumblers. The Greek term rendered grumblers 
referred to people who murmured in sullen, indignant complaint. The term 
translated discontented means “fault-finding” and “quarrelsome.” Perhaps 
the false teachers complained to God about their lot in life, chafing because 
they believed their spirits were trapped in material bodies. An alternate view 
is that they vocally faulted Christian leaders. In any case, these combative 
malcontents walked (lived) according to their desires (“following their own 
sinful desires,” ESV). They sought to satisfy their base drives and appetites in 
every way available to them.

The false teachers spoke arrogantly—perhaps boasting that their way was 
the only way to salvation and ridiculing the gospel the apostles preached. 
They used flattery for their own advantage. The Greek phrase translated 
flattering people (“having men’s persons in admiration,” KJV; “showing 
favoritism to gain advantage,” ESV) literally is “admiring faces.” The false 
teachers used flattery to receive something from victims. The Greek term 
rendered advantage means “profit” or “benefit.” The false teachers preyed on 
unsuspecting people for financial gain. 
 

EXPLORE FURTHER
What tests do you apply to new, novel teachings presented as valid 
approaches to Christian belief and living? What do you think is a sure 
safeguard against falling victim to theological error?
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PREDICTED (Jude 17-19)

VERSE 17

But you, dear friends, remember what was predicted by the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
Heretical teachers were attacking the apostles’ interpretation of the gospel, 
the body of Christian truth. The phrase but you is emphatic and introduces 
a sharp contrast between the false teachers described in verse 16 and the 
believers Jude addressed. The phrase dear friends literally is “beloved” 
and stressed the love God and Jude had for Christians. Jude urged them 
to remember the apostles’ predictions concerning the emergence of false 
teachers. Remembering involved more than recollecting. Believers were to 
respond to false teachers with the authentic teaching they had received. The 
phrase Lord Jesus Christ emphasized that the apostles were close followers 
of the Savior-Messiah, who was Deity incarnate. 

VERSE 18

they told you, “In the end time there will be scoffers walking 
according to their own ungodly desires.” 
The apostles had predicted that scoffers (“mockers,” KJV) would arise in the 
end time (“last time,” KJV, ESV; “last times,” NIV). The Greek term rendered 
scoffers means “deriders” or “mockers” and by implication has the sense of 
deceivers. The word could include the idea of persecutors. The mockers may 
have derided the gospel’s emphasis that salvation comes by grace through 
faith in Christ. Closely tied to that deadly error was their arrogant denial of 
Christian moral standards and their insistence that they could satisfy their 
drives and appetites in any way they wished. The phrase in the end time was 
used of the period between Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension and 
His return.

Jude seemed to focus on the scoffers’ godless lifestyles as a primary reason 
they posed a serious threat to believers. He stressed they were walking 
according to their own ungodly desires (“following their own ungodly 
passions,” ESV). The term walking translates a Greek word that literally 
means “going” and indicates a course of life. The mockers consistently 
practiced ungodliness. The Greek term rendered desires has the sense of 
cravings for what is forbidden and often referred to sensual longings. The 
Greek word rendered ungodly conveyed the sense of wickedness, of lack of 
reverence for God. The scoffers’ lifestyles demonstrated a total disregard for 
God’s standards for living. Today, we must be no less alert to identify false 
teachers who practice and promote unscriptural lifestyles. 
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VERSE 19

These people create divisions and are unbelievers, not having 
the Spirit. 
Because of their false teachings, scoffers were fracturing the unity of the 
Christian community. The Greek term rendered create divisions means “to 
separate” in the sense of setting off one part from another. The sense could be 
that the mockers caused divisiveness among believers. A second possibility 
is that by insisting on their godless lifestyles marked by wickedness, the 
mockers separated themselves from the authentic Christian community and 
formed their own cliques. In either case, they were divisive.

Jude did not mince words in characterizing the scoffers: They were 
unbelievers, not having the Spirit. The word translated unbelievers has the 
sense of living by animal sensuality rather than being spiritually sound. The 
false teachers were driven by base appetites. Furthermore, they did not have 
the Spirit. One view of Jude’s withering charge is that he stressed the false 
teachers did not have the Holy Spirit and thus were not Christians. An alternate 
suggestion is that, contrary to the false teachers’ estimate of themselves, they 
were not spiritual but worldly, living on the animal level. Perhaps Jude had 
both emphases in mind: the false teachers were not Christians; they were not 
guided by the Holy Spirit but lived by their base instincts. 
 

COUNTERED (Jude 20-25)

VERSE 20

But you, dear friends, as you build yourselves up in your most holy 
faith and pray in the Holy Spirit, 
The phrase but you introduces a stark contrast between the false teachers 
who lived by base animal instinct and the believers Jude addressed in his 
letter. Jude exhorted Christians to build [themselves] up in [their] most 
holy faith. The Greek term rendered build … up conveys the idea of finishing 
a structure whose foundation has been laid; it expresses ongoing action. 
Believers were to be in the process of growing spiritually. The phrase most holy 
faith emphasizes the uniqueness of Christianity. The Greek word translated 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Can an individual be spiritual and not be a Christian? Explain your 
response. What are evidences of the Holy Spirit’s presence in one’s life?
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most holy means “separate” or “different.” The Christian faith’s superlative 
difference is that it comes through revelation from God and has the power to 
change lives. The term faith most likely refers to “the faith that was delivered 
to the saints once for all” (Jude 3). The faith was the gospel and the apostles’ 
interpretation of it as passed on to believers. 

Today, our being in the process of spiritual growth can help us identify 
and counter false teachers. Only as we equip ourselves with scriptural insight 
can we refute false teachings and lifestyles. 

Jude further urged believers to pray in the Holy Spirit (“Holy Ghost,” KJV). 
Jude likely did not have in mind praying in tongues but instead consistent 
prayer as an essential element of the Christian experience. Believers enjoyed 
the Spirit’s presence and guidance as they prayed, whereas the false teachers 
did not have the Spirit and thus lacked the privilege of effective prayer. 

VERSE 21

keep yourselves in the love of God, expecting the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ for eternal life. 
The Greek term rendered keep is a command; it means “guard” or “maintain 
a condition.” The phrase the love of God may have God’s covenant with the 
Israelites as a background. God graciously offered relationship with Him that 
included the condition of the people’s obedience. Jude stated that believers’ 
building themselves up in their faith and praying in the Spirit would be 
evidence of their obedience to God and would demonstrate their faithfulness 
to His covenant of grace in Christ. Believers were to persevere in faith. 

Jude counseled believers to wait expectantly for Christ’s return, which 
would bring ultimate salvation and final judgment. For Christians, His return 
would include their experience of His mercy. That event also would usher 
them into God’s immediate presence to live forever with Him (eternal life).

VERSES 22-23

Have mercy on those who doubt; save others by snatching them 
from the fire; have mercy on others but with fear, hating even the 
garment defiled by the flesh. 
Interpreters differ on whether Jude focused on two or three groups in verses 
22-23. My view is that he directed faithful Christians to minister to three 
groups. Suggestions regarding the three groups’ spiritual condition include: 
(1) All groups were believers who were in varying degrees of danger. (2) The 
first group were Christians, and the remaining two groups were unbelievers.  
(3) The first two groups were Christians, but the last group may have included 
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unbelievers, even heretical teachers. I conclude all three groups were believers 
who were placing themselves in peril by yielding to false teachers’ influence.

Faithful believers could look forward to receiving mercy at the last 
judgment. As they awaited Christ’s return and the experience of ultimate 
mercy, they were to have mercy on (“have compassion,” KJV) Christians 
who doubted. The Greek word translated doubt conveys the sense of 
hesitation. Some believers may have begun to doubt that salvation came by 
grace through faith instead of secret knowledge or that Christian moral and 
ethical standards were necessary for them. Instead of shunning doubters, 
stalwart believers were to graciously help them remain steadfast in the faith. 

The second group of wavering believers was in greater peril than the first. 
While some doubted, others were “playing with fire.” Jude urged strong 
Christians to save believers who were leaning heavily toward buying into 
the false teachings. The Greek term rendered save means “rescue” or “deliver” 
in the sense of preserving from harm. These Christians may actually have 
taken steps in the wrong direction and needed to be stopped. The Greek word 
translated snatching (“pulling,” KJV) can have the sense of seizing by force. 
Interpreters have viewed the phrase the fire to refer to (1) God’s judgment 
on the last day, (2) giving in to temptations to immorality, and (3) hell’s fire. 
My view is that Jude had in mind God’s strong disciplinary judgment. 

Faithful Christians were to have mercy on others … with fear (“mixed 
with fear,” NIV). Helpers were to take extreme care that in the attempt to 
aid believers in greatest peril they did not succumb to the temptation to 
immorality. Stalwart believers were to hate even the garment defiled by 
the flesh (“stained by corrupted flesh,” NIV). The Greek term behind garment 
referred to the shirt-like tunic worn next to the skin and thus most susceptible 
to contamination. The idea seems to be that some in the Christian community 
had fallen victim to the false teachers but that committed believers were to 
deal compassionately yet cautiously with them to reclaim them. The strong 
Christians were to maintain their moral purity. Today, Christians steadfast 
in their faith can counter false teachings by reaching out to believers who are 
being swayed by those teachings.

VERSE 24

Now to Him who is able to protect you from stumbling and to 
make you stand in the presence of His glory, blameless and with 
great joy, 
Jude closed his letter with a majestic doxology. He offered praise to God, who 
was able to protect [believers] from stumbling (“to keep you from falling,” 
KJV). The Greek term rendered protect means “keep safe” or “preserve.” 
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As believers kept themselves in God’s love through obedience (Jude 21), He 
would keep them from stumbling. Jude did not mean believers would not 
sin in their Christian journey; he meant God would enable them to remain 
faithful instead of embracing false teachings and facing devastating ruin. 

 God’s keeping ability would enable Christians to stand in the presence of 
His glory. The phrase His glory is a reverent reference to God and conveys the 
sense of His majesty. The word blameless (“faultless,” KJV) does not mean 
Christians had attained sinless perfection in this life. The Greek word reflected 
the Old Testament requirement that sacrificial animals be without blemish. 
It came to express the qualities of character God required of His people. Jude 
stressed that God’s keeping power would ensure Christians’ acceptance when 
they stood before Him on the last day. In that day, believers would experience 
great joy. The Greek term conveys the idea of jubilant celebration.

VERSE 25

to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be 
glory, majesty, power, and authority before all time, now and 
forever. Amen. 
Jude directed praise to the only God (“only wise God,” KJV), reflecting 
Hebrew monotheism in contrast to pagan polytheism or to the Gnostics’ false 
teaching of lesser gods emanating from the true God. This one God is Savior. 
Deliverance from sin originated with Him, and He provided the way of grace 
to relationship with Him. The phrase through Jesus Christ our Lord may 
indicate that the praise was offered through Christ or that God provided 
salvation through Christ’s sacrificial death and triumphant resurrection.

Jude praised four attributes of God’s revealed character. The word be is 
not in the Greek text, so Jude was not expressing a prayer-wish but stating 
truth. Glory is God’s radiant splendor, but it also is His character revealed as 
redemptive. Majesty is God’s infinite greatness. Power (“dominion,” KJV) 
has the ideas of strength, force, and might in exercising dominion. Authority 
(“power,” KJV) expresses God’s absolute rule. From eternity past, through 
time, and for the infinite future, God exercises the magnificent attributes of 
His character. Jude’s resounding Amen has the force of “So it is!”

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article titled “Praise” on pages 1319-1320 in the Holman 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary. In what ways do you express your praise to 
God? What steps will you take to enhance the quality of your praise?
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With 
Anticipation
A believer’s hope is in the return of Jesus.

A basic tenet of the Christian faith is that Jesus—who died, arose, and 
ascended to God’s right hand—will someday return majestically. Although 
Jesus said no one could pinpoint the time of His second coming, many self-
professed experts have predicted—wrongly—the precise date of His return. 
Yet the truth remains that Jesus will return. As Jesus ascended after His 
resurrection, two messengers from God announced to the disciples: “This 
Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come in the same way 
that you have seen Him going into heaven” (Acts 1:11). 

In light of the biblical truth of Christ’s return, how can we prepare for it? 
Jesus told a parable about a slave-owner who put one of his slaves in charge 
of the household in his absence. The slave was to make sure the household 
members were fed. If upon returning the master found the slave fulfilling 
his responsibility, the master would reward him. If, however, the slave used 
the master’s time away to indulge himself and to mistreat people under his 
charge, the master would return unexpectedly and deal severely with the 
slave (Matt. 24:45-51). The story’s point is that genuine believers prepare for 
Christ’s return by faithfully serving Him daily. 

This session focuses on believers’ confident expectation of Jesus’ return. 
Ours is an active hope; we continue our efforts to further His redemptive 
purpose with a sense of urgency mixed with confidence.

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
2 PETER 3:1-18

Peter emphasized God’s sure judgment on the false teachers who posed a 
serious threat to Christian communities (2 Pet. 2:1-22). These charlatans 

Session 13 > 2 Peter 3:3-13,17-18
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denied Christ’s second coming. In 3:1-18, Peter strongly affirmed the coming 
of the Day of the Lord—Christ’s return. In 3:1-2, he stated that in his first 
letter and in the one he currently was writing he wanted to develop believers’ 
understanding by reminding them of Old Testament prophets’ words and 
Jesus’ command that the apostles communicated. 

Peter indicated the emergence of scoffers should not have surprised 
believers. These mockers lived by self-centered desires and sarcastically 
denied Jesus’ return. Peter stressed that God’s powerful word both created 
and destroyed by means of water. That same word kept the heavens and the 
earth stored up for fire on the Day of Judgment (3:3-7).

In 3:8-9, Peter emphasized that God’s time is not the same as humans’ 
time. Thus, what seemed to humans to be a delay of His promise actually 
was an expression of His patience. He was giving opportunity for people to 
repent. Peter stressed that God did not want anyone to perish.

Peter declared the certainty of the Day of the Lord—Jesus’ return. 
That day would come suddenly and unexpectedly, comparable to a thief’s 
intrusion. On that day, the heavens and the earth would pass away (3:10). 

In 3:11-13, Peter stressed that believers were to maintain distinctive 
Christian lifestyles as they waited for Christ’s return. Their conduct was to 
demonstrate their new life in Christ and was to be characterized by godliness. 
Fire would dissolve the heavens and the elements, but believers awaited new 
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness would have its home.

Peter urged believers to maintain a sound relationship with Christ marked 
by moral purity as they anticipated His return (3:14). They were to view their 
time of waiting as “an opportunity for salvation” (3:15). Peter acknowledged 
that some of Paul’s writings were “hard to understand” and that some 
ignorant and unstable people twisted his writings “to their own destruction” 
as they did “the rest of the Scriptures” (3:16).

In 3:17-18, Peter admonished believers to guard against false teachings 
that threatened their faith’s stability. He urged them to grow in the grace 
and knowledge of Christ. In a brief statement of praise, he ascribed glory to 
Christ forever. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
A SURE RETURN (2 Pet. 3:3-7)

VERSE 3

First, be aware of this: Scoffers will come in the last days to scoff, 
living according to their own desires, 
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In 3:1, Peter stressed his main purpose in both letters: “to develop a genuine 
understanding with a reminder.” He wanted believers to activate the truth they 
had learned (3:2). In 3:3, he sought to heighten their awareness of that truth. 
First in terms of priority was their prior knowledge that fierce opponents of 
the gospel would arise in the last days—the time between Jesus’ earthly 
ministry and His return. Believers should not have been surprised; they had 
been forewarned. The phrase scoffers … to scoff may include the sense of 
forceful opposition. Not only would the scoffers ridicule Christian doctrine, 
but they also would live according to their own desires (“walking after their 
own lusts,” KJV). The term desires has the idea of sensual appetites.   

VERSE 4

saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? Ever since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they have been since the 
beginning of creation.” 
Peter stated the focus of his concern: mockers were denying the truth of 
Christ’s return. The words where is conveyed more than mere doubt. The 
scoffers labeled the promise of Jesus’ return as a deception. They pointed to 
what they deemed to be a closed, stable world order. From ancient times (since 
the fathers fell asleep), everything had moved along with regularity and 
predictability. Moreover, that had been the pattern since (“from,” KJV, ESV) 
the beginning of creation. During all that time, God had not intervened in 
history; thus, a divine act such as Christ’s return was nonsense to the scoffers. 

VERSES 5-6

They willfully ignore this: Long ago the heavens and the earth 
were brought about from water and through water by the word of 
God. Through these waters the world of that time perished when 
it was flooded. 
Peter charged that the scoffers deliberately ignored Scripture that disproved 
their erroneous teachings. He pointed first to the creation account in Genesis 1 
as showing that the world was not closed and unchanging. In the beginning 
it was a watery chaos (Gen. 1:2). From water (“out of water,” ESV) and out of 
chaos God created the heavens and the earth. He spoke them into being. 
The phrase through water (“by water,” NIV) likely points to the world’s being 
sustained by water. An alternate suggestion is that Peter referred to the waters 
being gathered together so that dry land appeared (Gen. 1:9). 

Peter pointed to a second scriptural account the scoffers conveniently left 
out of their argument that God did not intervene in His world (2 Pet. 3:6). 
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Genesis 6–9 chronicles the cataclysmic flood that destroyed the earth’s 
inhabitants. Because of Noah’s right relationship with God, and because of 
his obedience to God, Noah and his family survived. Peter stressed that God 
intervened in judgment and used water as the means. In pointing to the two 
Genesis accounts, Peter emphasized that God still intervened in history. 

VERSE 7

But by the same word, the present heavens and earth are stored 
up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction 
of ungodly men. 
Peter declared God had intervened in the past and would do so in the future. 
The phrase by the same word refers to God’s creative word and His word of 
judgment. His word has stored up (“kept in store,” KJV; “are reserved,” NIV) 
the existing world for fire (“unto fire,” KJV). The phrase stored up translates 
a Greek word that has the idea of reserving, of gathering and laying up. 
The words being kept (“reserved,” KJV) render a Greek term that means 
“being guarded or watched over.” The phrase for fire indicates the means of 
destruction. In the Scriptures, fire is consistently associated with judgment. 

Peter pointed to the day of judgment, Christ’s return and history’s 
close, when ungodly men (“the ungodly,” ESV) would be destroyed. The 
phrase ungodly men described wicked people who had no reverence for God. 
The Greek word translated destruction (“perdition,” KJV) means “ruin” 
and has the sense of eternal ruin or misery. The term also has the sense of 
waste or loss—waste of life and loss of eternal life. The word does not refer to 
annihilation—ceasing to exist—but to eternal separation from God.  

THE PATIENT FATHER (2 Pet. 3:8-9) 

VERSE 8

Dear friends, don’t let this one thing escape you: With the Lord 
one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article titled “Godlessness” on page 662 in the Holman 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary. In what ways do you think our culture 
is increasingly tending toward godlessness? What temptations to 
compromise your Christian convictions does the culture present to you?
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Peter stressed that the day of final judgment was coming. He also emphasized, 
however, that God took no delight in unrepentant people’s ruin. God would 
much rather grant life in the exercise of His grace. In the Greek text, the word 
“but” introduces 3:8 as a contrast to the false teachers’ sarcastic reference to 
the delay in Christ’s coming (see 3:4). Peter urged believers to remember a 
basic truth about time and eternity. The Greek term rendered escape (“be 
not ignorant,” KJV; “do not overlook,” ESV; “do not forget,” NIV) has the 
sense of something’s being hidden from notice. Christians were not to forget 
that with God one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years 
like one day. Peter’s point was that God does not measure time as humans 
do. We measure time in increments of days, months, and years. From God’s 
perspective in eternity, everything is present, now. Thus, what to humans 
seemed to be a long delay was a short span from God’s standpoint. 

VERSE 9

The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, 
but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come 
to repentance. 
Peter stressed that from God’s standpoint, He did not delay His promise (“is 
not slack concerning his promise,” KJV; “is not slow to fulfill his promise,” 
ESV). The promise was Christ’s return and final judgment. As God’s purpose 
moved toward completion, the promise’s fulfillment was certain, even if the 
false teachers denied that truth and believers puzzled over what seemed to 
be delay. The Greek term rendered delay has the idea of being slow or lax. God 
was neither unable nor unwilling to fulfill His promise. 

Then Peter stated the period of waiting actually was God’s gift of grace. 
It demonstrated His great patience. The Greek word translated patient 
(“longsuffering,” KJV) means “forbearing” and has the sense of slowness to 
become angry, retaliate, or punish. It presents the idea of God’s bearing with 
people’s sins. The phrase with you (“to us-ward,” KJV) may refer particularly 
to believers who were being swayed by the false teachers but more likely 
includes all people. 

Peter emphasized that God takes no delight in judgment but delights 
to bring people into His family. The phrase not wanting literally is “not 
willing.” The Greek term rendered wanting means “intending” or “being 
disposed.” God’s intended will, His disposition, is that no one perish. The 
Greek word translated perish does not refer to annihilation but to eternal 
ruin, to eternal separation from God. God’s will is that people relate to Him 
in faith and obedience rather than choose ruin. His intention is for all to 
come to repentance (“should reach repentance,” ESV). The Greek word 
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translated repentance basically means “a change of mind” and then has the 
force of a reversal of life’s direction. Repentance includes remorse for sin, but 
it is more; it is also turning away from sin and self and turning to God.

Peter’s statement of God’s redemptive intent does not mean everyone will 
be saved. God will not override people’s freedom to accept His gift of eternal 
life in Christ or to reject it and choose spiritual death. He works to persuade 
all people to accept His gracious gift of life. In the parable of the lost coin, 
Jesus presented God as celebrating over one sinner’s repentance (Luke 15:10).

THE WARNING ISSUED (2 Pet. 3:10)

VERSE 10

But the Day of the Lord will come like a thief; on that day the 
heavens will pass away with a loud noise, the elements will 
burn and be dissolved, and the earth and the works on it will 
be disclosed. 
Peter emphasized the certainty of Christ’s return. In the Greek text, the term 
translated will come is first for emphasis. The event would arrive according 
to God’s timing. The phrase the Day of the Lord designated Christ’s return. 
In its Old Testament context, the phrase referred to a critical time of God’s 
intervention in judgment and salvation. New Testament writers applied 
it to Christ’s return and final judgment. Peter stressed that the climactic 
day would come like a thief—in other words, suddenly and unexpectedly. 
By implication, the time for repentance would end with Christ’s arrival. 

Peter described Christ’s return in dramatic, cataclysmic terms, much in 
the same manner Old Testament prophets depicted the Day of the Lord. 
Isaiah warned it would be a day of utter darkness (Isa. 13:9-10). Joel used 
similar language to describe that day: the earth would quake; the sky would 
shake; and the sun, moon, and stars would not give light (Joel 2:1-2,10). Peter 
used different but equally graphic images to portray Christ’s return. First, 
the heavens will pass away with a loud noise. The Greek word translated 
pass away means “vanish” or “be removed.” The Greek term rendered loud 

EXPLORE FURTHER
Read the article titled “Repentance” on pages 1375-1376 in the Holman 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary. What did repentance mean to you when you 
first made a faith-commitment to Christ? What part does repentance play 
in your ongoing spiritual growth? 
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noise means “a whizzing or rushing noise.” It presents the idea of rapid motion 
through the air, such as an arrow in flight, thunder, the rush of wings, or the 
crackling of flames. 

Peter declared that the elements (“the heavenly bodies,” ESV) will burn 
and be dissolved (“melt with fervent heat,” KJV). The word elements could 
refer to celestial bodies. A second suggestion is that the term refers to spirits 
that were thought to inhabit the stars. A third approach is that the word 
designates the earth’s basic materials. I subscribe to the view that Peter had 
in mind the heavenly bodies.

On the Day of the Lord, the earth and the works on it will be disclosed 
(“burned up,” KJV; “exposed,” ESV; “laid bare,” NIV). The phrase the works 
on it likely refers to all that human cultures have constructed on the earth. 
Ancient Greek manuscripts have different words at the close of 3:10. The best 
options seem to be that the earth as humans’ habitation will be destroyed by 
fire or that the cataclysm will be a time of God’s judgment.
 

WHILE WAITING (2 Pet. 3:11-13,17-18) 

VERSE 11

Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, it is clear 
what sort of people you should be in holy conduct and godliness 
Peter laid out for believers the quality of people they should be in light of 
Christ’s certain return. The phrase what sort of may imply high expectations. 
The Greek term rendered should (“ought,” KJV, ESV, NIV) has the sense of 
moral necessity arising from God’s purpose. The phrase holy conduct (“holy 
conversation,” KJV) has the sense of manner of life (lifestyle) characterized by 
moral purity and dedicated service to Christ. The word translated godliness 
has the idea of reverence for and devotion to God that issues in obedience to 
Him. Peter’s point was that Christians were not to wait passively for Christ’s 
return or to grow lax in living out their new life in Christ.  

VERSE 12

as you wait for and earnestly desire the coming of the day of God. 

EXPLORE FURTHER
With what feelings do you anticipate Christ’s return? What assurances do 
you have as His follower? What hope do you have to offer non-believers? 
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The heavens will be on fire and be dissolved because of it, and the 
elements will melt with the heat. 
Believers were to live in ongoing anticipation of Christ’s return, the day 
of God. The Greek word translated wait conveys continuing expectation. 
The term rendered earnestly desire (“hasting unto,” KJV; “speed,” NIV) 
can convey the sense of being eager for the arrival of something, but it also 
can mean “hasten or quicken.” Thus, Peter could have meant either that 
Christians are to anticipate Christ’s return or that they, by their “holy conduct 
and godliness” (3:11), could hasten Christ’s return. The question remains 
whether human conduct, godly or ungodly, can have a part in determining 
Christ’s return or whether God has set the time. In any case, Peter repeated 
the event’s dramatic description, adding that the heavens will be on fire.   

VERSE 13

But based on His promise, we wait for the new heavens and a new 
earth, where righteousness will dwell. 
Peter stressed that destruction was not God’s final word. Based on His 
promise, probably a reference to the prophecies in Isaiah 65:17 and 66:22, 
believers waited for (anticipated) the new heavens and a new earth. The 
Greek word translated new means “fresh,” “unused.” It has the sense of a new 
and unprecedented kind. In God’s new creation, righteousness will dwell. 
The idea may be that in the new order believers will experience relationships 
with God and with one another that are devoid of temptations and sins. 

VERSE 17

Therefore, dear friends, since you know this in advance, be on 
your guard, so that you are not led away by the error of lawless 
people and fall from your own stability. 
Peter issued a final warning against false teachers who threatened Christians’ 
faithfulness to Christ and who denied the truth of the gospel. The word 
therefore likely connects what follows with Peter’s charge that the false 
teachers twisted Paul’s writings and “the rest of the Scriptures” and did so 
“to their own destruction” (3:16). Because believers knew the truth about 
false teachers in advance (“beforehand,” ESV), Peter wanted them to be on 
[their] guard (“beware,” KJV). The Greek word translated on … guard has the 
sense of keeping oneself from something, of avoiding something. 

Peter urged Christians not to be led away by the error of lawless people 
(“with the error of the wicked,” KJV). The Greek term rendered led away 
conveys the sense of being carried astray. The word error translates a Greek 
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term that has the idea of wandering from the truth. The phrase lawless people 
identified people who were without restraint in satisfying their sensual 
desires and thus were wicked. 

If Christians allowed themselves to be carried away by false teachers, 
they would fall from [their] own stability (“fall from your secure position,” 
NIV). Beguiled believers would lose the strong foundation of their faith. That 
foundation was a firm understanding of true Christian teaching and the 
reality of Christ’s return. Peter was not referring to loss of salvation but to 
believers’ becoming unsteady in their convictions concerning their manner 
of life in Christ and the truth of His return. 

VERSE 18

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. To Him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. 
Amen. 
Rather than being swayed by false teachers, believers were to advance toward 
spiritual maturity. They were to grow (keep on growing) in the grace and 
knowledge of … Christ. The Greek text allows for the translation “grow 
in grace and knowledge.” God’s grace through Christ brings the gift of new 
life; it sustains and nurtures that life. The Greek word rendered knowledge 
refers to knowledge gained by experience and conveys the sense of 
personal relationship. Believers were to be in the process of deepening their 
relationship with Christ. 

Peter closed his letter with a brief declaration of praise. The phrase to Him 
refers to Christ. The Greek word translated glory means “honor” or “praise.” 
Peter declared that Christ is to receive praise in history’s remaining time and 
into eternity (“forever,” NIV). The concluding Amen has the emphasis of 
“So it is!” Today, Christians can demonstrate assurance of Christ’s return by 
building godly character in anticipation of His coming.

EXPLORE FURTHER
In what ways is your lifestyle as a Christian different from non-Christians’ 
lifestyles? How do you demonstrate your reverence for and devotion  
to God? In what ways are you striving to deepen your relationship  
with Christ? 
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1,2 Peter; Jude
For many followers of Christ, living in America today is like living in a strange land. We 

feel like aliens who have awakened in a hostile environment toxic to our faith. We 

need a sure word to help us understand how to survive—or, more than that—

how to thrive in the new circumstances confronting us. The problems seem 

overwhelming—racism, terrorism, family breakdowns, abortion, same-

sex marriage, pornography, prostitution, sex trafficking, and on and 

on. It’s easy to think we are facing a situation Christians have 

never before encountered. But that’s not the case. The first 

Christians faced many of the same issues we are dealing 

with today. And yet, they found strength to endure 

and the insight they needed to thrive from various 

resources—including letters from their 

leaders. We too can learn much from the 

Letters of Peter and Jude about living 

for Christ in a threatening world.
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