
Kids

1 & 2 PETER, 
JUDE

Leader Guide > Fall 2016
Jeff Iorg, General Editor

OLDER KIDS

 



1 & 2 PETER, JUDE
The letters of Peter and Jude encourage believers to 
remain strong in the Word. God’s Word is valuable 

and kids will learn through this study 
how to live godly lives and show 

honor to God. 

THE GODLY LIFE
Girls and boys will learn in 1 Peter 

how they can live a godly life. A 
godly life is one that honors God, 
is holy, mature, and respectful of 

others. 

HONOR 
GOD

Kids will learn that God 
desires our honor. God is 

honored by people who rejoice in 
the hope of a future promise, talk 

about their faith, show love to others, 
remain faithful during persecution, are 

humble, and continue to grow in their 
relationships with God. 

THE BIBLE
The Bible is God’s revelation 
of Himself to people. The Bible 

is useful for many things and 
through this study, kids will learn to 

depend on the Bible, learn from the 
Bible, and use its teaching to stay firm 

when false teachers appear.  
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At A Glance
SESSION SUGGESTED FOR 

THE WEEK OF CORE PASSAGE TEXT TRUTH BIBLE STORY MEMORY VERSE

1 Sept. 4 1 Peter 1:3-9
Through faith in Jesus, we are saved and have  
a living hope.

Doubting Thomas (John 20:19-31) 1 Peter 1:8

2 Sept. 11 1 Peter 1:13-25
We are called to live a holy life because of Jesus’ life,  
death, and resurrection.

God Gave the Law (Deuteronomy 4–6) 1 Peter 1:22

3 Sept. 18 1 Peter 2:1-10
We have been chosen by God to proclaim His praises  
to all the nations.

God’s People (Exodus 19:3-8; 29:45-46; 40:1-16) 1 Peter 2:10

4 Sept. 25 1 Peter 2:11-20 People honor God when they obey their earthly leaders. Jesus Taught Us to Respect and Obey (Matthew 17:24-27; 22:15-22; Romans 13:1-7) 1 Peter 2:12

5 Oct. 2 1 Peter 3:1-12 God tells us to forgive others and seek peace. Joseph Forgave His Brothers (Genesis 42–45) 1 Peter 3:8

6 Oct. 9 1 Peter 3:13-22
We should always be ready to tell people about Jesus  
with kindness and respect.

Paul’s Sermon in Athens (Acts 17:16-34) 1 Peter 3:15

7 Oct. 16 1 Peter 4:1-11 Use your gifts to serve others with love. Jesus is a Servant (John 13:1-20) 1 Peter 4:9

8 Oct. 23 1 Peter 4:12-19 Be faithful to God even during difficult times. Paul and Silas in Prison (Acts 16:16-36) John 16:33

9 Oct. 30 1 Peter 5:1-11 Be humble, relying on God to resist sin. Adam and Eve (Genesis 3) 1 Peter 5:6-7

10 Nov. 6 2 Peter 1:3-11
As we grow in our relationship with God, He changes us  
to be more like Him.

The Testimony and Ministry of Paul (Acts 26:12-25) 2 Peter 1:3

11 Nov. 13 2 Peter 1:12-21 God’s Word is reliable and trustworthy. Jesus Fulfilled Scripture (Luke 24:13-49) Hebrews 4:12

12 Nov. 20 2 Peter 2:1-3; Jude 1:16-25 God’s Word reveals truth to transform our lives. The Book of Law Was Found (2 Chronicles 34:14-31) Jude 1:21

13 Nov. 27 2 Peter 3:3-13,17-18
God’s Word promises that one day, Jesus will return.  
A new heaven and new earth will be created.

Jesus Promised to Return (Luke 12:35-40; Mark 13:32-37; Matthew 24:30-31,44) 2 Peter 3:9
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CORE PASSAGE BIBLE 
STUDY FOR LEADERS

QUICK LOOK AT 
THE SESSION 

POINTS TO MAKE AND 
THE BIBLE STORY

GET THE 
SESSION STARTED.

LEAD KIDS THROUGH 
BIBLE STUDY.

USE THE ACTIVITIES TO  
APPLY THE TEXT TRUTH.

Check out page 109 for more information about your Leader Guide!

Get to Know Your Leader Guide
The weekly session plan is your tool for leading great Bible explorations. For free online training 
on how to lead a group, visit ministrygrid.com/web/explorethebible.
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Session 1: Rejoice in Hope
Rejoice in Hope
1 Peter 1:3-9

When the apostle Peter composed this letter, he had been one of the great leaders of the 
early church for 30 years or more. In its infancy, the early church thrived in Jerusalem; 
Peter’s role during this early stage is well documented in Acts 1–12. A bit later, the apostle 
Paul pushed Christianity into many provinces of the Roman Empire. Peter’s responsibilities 
and travels during this stage are largely unknown.

Peter had traveled extensively beyond his home base in Israel. He had visited the five 
provinces he mentioned in his greeting (1 Peter 1:1), and he knew the people he was writing 
well enough to call them “dear friends” (4:12). Peter was well versed in the customary letter-
writing format of the first century. The standard pattern is found in 1 Peter: salutation, 
body, and final greeting. Peter masterfully included a number of important themes in just 
a few short verses. Thus, his mind darted to many central Christian concepts: mercy, new 
birth, salvation, love, joy, faith, and hope. He commanded a broad understanding of God’s 
work through the centuries: the prophets of old, Jesus’ resurrection, the current situation 
of his readers, and the future of Jesus’ return. Peter also managed to hold in tension a 
balance between the painful experiences of his readers and glorious confidence in the Lord.

The surrounding passages for this week’s session include the formal salutation (1:1-2); 
teaching about the living hope believers have because of Jesus’ resurrection (1:3-9); and a 
reminder that the prophets of old had foreseen the salvation that Peter’s readers were now 
experiencing (1:10-12). But this week’s focus is on what Peter taught about our living hope 
as Christians. This living hope is a confident trust—something much bigger than how 
we typically understand hope in contemporary society. First Peter urges believers to hold 
steadfast to that faith as they face persecution and know that by faith, they are saved.

Session 1
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OVERVIEW

GET 
STARTED
10 MINUTES

BIBLE 
STUDY

35 MINUTES

SMALL 
GROUP

30 MINUTES

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE: 1 Peter 1:3-9
CONNECTION PASSAGE: John 20:19-31
FAMILY MEMORY VERSE: 1 Peter 1:8
TEXT TRUTH: Through faith in Jesus, we are saved and have a living hope.

NOTE: Downloadable versions of DVD items are available in the Digital Video Bundle. 
Downloadable versions of enhanced CD items are available in the Music and Print Extras Bundle.
For free online training on how to lead a group, visit ministrygrid.com/web/explorethebible.

GET STARTED TOOLS
 ¨ Is it Candy: individually 
wrapped candy; “1 Peter,” 
“2 Peter,” “Jude” (Books 
of the Bible Posters); 
“Allergy Alert” (enhanced 
CD); “1 Peter Map” 
(Poster Pack) 

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS
 ¨ Jumping In: Family 
Cards, “Peter’s House” 
(DVD-ROM)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “Christ in Context: 
1 Peter” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Tell the Bible Story: 
Bibles, “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack) 

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“1 Peter 1:8” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

SMALL GROUP TOOLS
 ¨ Explorer Guide: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

 ¨ Move: table tennis balls, 
permanent marker

 ¨ Examine: three 
containers, water, paper 
clips, buttons, clear 
water beads, large basin, 
colander, towel

 ¨ Make: heavyweight 
paper, yarn or string, hole 
punch, “Prayer Journal” 
(enhanced CD), scissors, 
markers, stickers

Tip: Paper towel tubes will 
be used in multiple games 
this quarter. You may want 
to begin saving them now.
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BIBLE STORY

CHRIST IN CONTEXT:
The Book of 1 Peter reminds 
believers that they will face 
difficult times because of 
their belief in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus Christ suffered as the 
spotless lamb to pay the price 
for our sin. He was rejected 
by men, but has become the 
cornerstone on which believers 
have a firm foundation. The 
Book of 1 Peter encourages 
believers to live godly lives and 
hope in the future coming of 
the eternal King.

CONNECTION 
STATEMENT:
Thomas needed to see Jesus. 
We believe without seeing and 
are blessed.

DOUBTING THOMAS
CONNECTION PASSAGE: John 20:19-31
On Sunday evening, the disciples were together. They were afraid of the 
Jewish leaders, so they had the doors locked. Jesus came and stood in front 
of them. He said, “Peace to you!” Then Jesus showed the disciples His hands 
and His side. 

The disciples realized that it really was Jesus and they celebrated. Jesus 
spoke again, “Peace to you! The Father has sent Me. Now, I am sending 
you.”

Thomas, one of the disciples, was not in the room when Jesus appeared. 
The others told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

Thomas replied, “Unless I see the marks in His hands, I will never believe!”

After 8 days passed, the disciples were once again inside. This time Thomas 
was with them. Again the doors were locked, but once again that didn’t stop 
Jesus. Jesus came and stood with the disciples. He said, “Peace to you.”

Next Jesus spoke to Thomas. “Look at my hands and touch them. Don’t be 
an unbeliever, but a believer.”

Thomas answered, “My Lord and my God.” He believed that Jesus was 
alive!

Jesus said, “You have seen Me, so you have believed. Those who believe 
without seeing are blessed.”

KEY CONNECTIONS TO 1 PETER 
CORE PASSAGE: 1 Peter 1:3-9

• Thomas needed to see Jesus to believe He was alive. 
• Jesus called everyone who believes without seeing Him, blessed.
• Peter echoed this truth when he said that believers love Jesus, believe in 

Him, and rejoice—all without seeing Jesus.
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GET STARTED

TOOLS:
individually wrapped candy; 
“1 Peter,” “2 Peter,” “Jude” 
(Books of the Bible Posters); 
“Allergy Alert” (enhanced CD); 
“1 Peter Map” (Poster Pack)

GET STARTED (10 MINUTES)

IS IT CANDY?
• Hide a piece of candy in your hand.
• Say: “I’m holding a piece of candy.”
• Tell the kids to stand if they believe you or sit if they do not.
• Open your hand to show the candy.
• Ask: “Do you believe this is candy?”
• Allow the kids to respond by standing or sitting as before.
• Invite a volunteer to visually inspect the candy and describe the 

wrapping, color, label, or any other distinguishing features. Have him tell 
the other kids whether or not he thinks it is candy.

• Again, tell the kids to stand (believe) or sit (do not believe).
• Enlist a different volunteer to hold the wrapped candy and explain the 

feel of it to the other kids. Have her tell whether or not she thinks it is 
actually candy, and ask the kids to sit or stand as before.

• Finally, offer a volunteer the opportunity to taste the candy and describe 
it to everyone. Have him tell if he thinks it is candy.

• Say: “Stand one last time if you believe this is candy, but sit if you don’t.” 
Acknowledge their responses, then instruct everyone to be seated.

• Explain: “There was plenty of evidence to prove that it was candy. Only 
one person tasted it, but he confirmed what others already knew. It was 
candy.”

• Display the “1 Peter,” “2 Peter,” and “Jude” posters.
• Say: “The Bible study we’re starting today will include these three books. 

Over the next several weeks, we’ll learn a lot about God and how He 
wants us to live.”

• Invite three kids to each select a poster, and read to the group why the 
books were written.

• Conclude: “The messages of these books are very important for us to 
know. They were written to help us know what is true. As we study 
today’s story, notice how Jesus has already given us everything we need 
to trust what He has done for us and will do for us in the future.”

• Display the “1 Peter Map.” Allow kids to examine the map with the 
regions that Peter was writing to.

• Transition to Bible Study.
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BIBLE STUDY

TOOLS:
Bibles; “Peter’s 
House” (DVD-ROM); 
“Christ in Context: 1 Peter,” 
“1 Peter 1:8,” “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack); Explore 
the Bible on Location video; 
Family Cards

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMPING IN
• Say: “When we read about someone who lived in the past, it can 

sometimes seem as though they were just characters in stories.”
• Distribute the Family Cards and display the “Peter’s House” visual. 

Describe the object for the session.
• Continue: “Peter was a real man living an ordinary life until he met 

Jesus. They spent a lot of time together and had a special relationship. 
Crowds of people followed Jesus, but Peter was beside Him even during 
times when Jesus removed Himself from the crowds. Jesus even visited 
Peter’s house, maybe this house.”

• Refer the kids to their Family Cards to imagine Jesus visiting Peter’s 
home.

• Conclude: “Peter helped share the message of Jesus and was used by 
God to establish the church. We couldn’t be there with Peter during his 
lifetime, but we can trust what he wrote in the Bible.”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Encourage the kids to open their Bibles to 1 Peter 1:3.
• Say: “Hope does not make everything easy. It doesn’t erase struggle. 

The hope that Peter describes in this chapter is a hope that promises 
something better in heaven. In fact, Peter suffered because of his hope. 
He knew it was worthwhile.”

• Read or have the kids help read 1 Peter 1:3-9.
• Say: “These verses tell us about an inheritance given to those who 

have faith in Jesus. Although the full benefit will be given later, that 
inheritance is available now. Believers can experience the joy of salvation 
every day, because that gift remains, even through life’s hardest 
struggles.”

• Display the “Christ in Context: 1 Peter” poster, and challenge the kids to 
think about their own attitudes toward Jesus.

• Conclude: “It can be confusing to trust in something we can’t see. 
Thankfully, we don’t have to see God’s promises to know they’re true.”

THE BIBLE STORY
• Show the kids a pair of shoes.
• Say: “These are my shoes. They aren’t on my feet, but they belong to me. 

I don’t have to buy them again or get permission to wear them. They’re 
mine.”

• Invite the kids to share examples of things they own but do not have 
with them or are not currently using.

• Say: “You don’t always have to be holding something or wearing it to 
know it’s yours. All you need is for someone with the right authority to 
give you ownership. A salesperson might hand you shoes after you’ve 
paid money. A cousin might offer you shoes after his feet have grown. A 
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BIBLE STUDY

grandparent might give them as a gift.”
• Clarify: “When you’ve been given something, it’s yours even if you 

can’t fully use it until some time in the future. Salvation is like that. 
It’s a future inheritance that has already been provided. Believers have 
confidence in their forgiveness while they look forward to being with 
God in heaven.”

• Ask: “Did you ever realize that faith in God requires trusting some things 
that have already happened and other things that will happen in the 
future?”

• Tell the Bible story using the included script as a guide.
• Say: “Although the disciples were confused, they were also wise. It 

wouldn’t have been easy to trick or manipulate them. They knew 
Jesus could be trusted, but His resurrection was not something they 
completely understood. Jesus knew they were weakened by their fear and 
needed extra proof that it was Him standing in the room.”

• Ask the kids to give their impressions of Thomas.
• Say: “Jesus was kind to return to Thomas. Thomas already had 

everything he needed to believe. The testimony of his fellow disciples 
should have been enough, but he needed to see Jesus to believe.”

• Continue: “Jesus called those who believe without seeing blessed. That’s 
us! We can love, believe, and rejoice in Jesus without seeing Him.”

• Display the “Text Truth Strip” and read it to the group. Through faith in 
Jesus, we are saved and have a living hope.

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Play the “Session 1” video.
• Discuss: “Name some things we believe in but that we cannot see. What 

did Joel learn about 1 Peter and believing in Jesus?”

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
• Display the “1 Peter 1:8” poster, and lead the group in reading it together.
• Remind the kids that Scripture is God’s way of showing us who He is.
• Explain that memorizing this verse with their families will help everyone 

remember that through faith in Jesus, we are saved and have a living 
hope.

PRAYER
• Say: “Through faith in Jesus, we are saved and have a living hope. 

My prayer is that you will trust what you learn from God’s Word and 
have faith in Jesus.”

• Close in prayer and dismiss to Small Group.
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SMALL GROUP

TOOLS:
Bibles, Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

TECH CONNECT 
(OPTIONAL)
• Prior to class, download 

the Explore the Bible: Kids 
Family App. 

• Use the activity labeled 
“Explorer Plus” on the app.

TABLE TENNIS TEXT TRUTH TOSS

Tools: table tennis balls, permanent marker

 ¨ Write each word of the Text Truth on separate table tennis balls. Repeat to create another set. If possible, add 

sets using words from the Memory Verse, Christ in Context, and Connection Statement for added difficulty.

• Form two teams and ask them to sit on opposite sides of the room on the floor.

• With the exception of only two players per team, they will not be allowed to move from where they are seated 

(This rule might not be necessary for smaller groups.)

• Toss several balls toward each team. They will work together to collect all the words of the Text Truth.

• One player from each team will collect the unusable balls and return them. Another player will begin putting 

the Text Truth in order on the floor behind their team.

• As they work to put the Text Truth in order, more balls will be thrown to distract the teams as well as ensure 

that they have access to all the words they will need to complete the task.

• Consider allowing them to sabotage their opposition by tossing the balls they do not need at the other team to 

overwhelm them or knock their balls out of order.

MOVE

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Instruct the kids to open their Explorer Guides to “Rejoice in Hope.”
• Review the Family Memory Verse. Invite kids to complete the “Memory 

Verse Art” in the space provided.
• Introduce the “Connection Statement” and attach it to the wall.
• Invite the kids to open their Bibles and briefly review 1 Peter 1:3-9. 

Discuss the study and encourage the kids to ask any questions or share 
any thoughts they might have. Guide kids to complete the activity 
“1 Peter Says” to help them review.

• Say: “Let’s talk about the ‘Word to Know’ for today.” Help kids locate the 
word in their own Bibles.

• Choose a volunteer to read aloud about “Bethsaida.” Select another kid to 
read the information about today’s object. Ask a third volunteer to read 
the information about the Colosseum aloud.

PRAYER TIME
• Encourage the kids to pray for one another throughout the study, 

beginning with prayer that everyone in the group will trust God. Discuss 
the challenges of having faith without seeing and how Scripture shows 
us Jesus.

• Close in prayer.
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SMALL GROUP

GUESS THE NUMBER
Tools: three containers, water, paper clips, 
buttons, clear water beads, large basin, 
colander, towel

 ¨ Prior to the activity, fill one container with 

paper clips, another with buttons, and the 

last with water beads. Add enough water to 

each container to cover the items completely. 

Clear water beads should be invisible once 

they are submerged in water.

• Say: “We learned in our study today that 
through faith in Jesus, we are saved and 
have a living hope. We also learned that 
Thomas needed to see Jesus, but we believe 

without seeing and are blessed.”
• Present the container filled with paper clips.

• Say: “Based on what you see, try to guess the 

number of items in this container.”
• Allow the kids to call out their answers. After 

everyone has had a chance to guess, position 

the colander over the basin and pour the 
contents out. Empty the paper clips onto the 

towel for everyone to count and compare their 

guesses.
• Present the container filled with buttons and 

repeat.
• Finally, present the container filled with water 

beads and repeat.
• Conclude: “Sometimes we can be fooled by 

what we see or don’t see. God will never fool 

us. He will show us, not with our eyes, but 
through the Bible, who He is and how we can 

have hope in Him.”
• Review the Text Truth: Through faith in Jesus, 

we are saved and have a living hope.

PRAYER JOURNALS
Tools: heavyweight paper, string or yarn, 
scissors, hole punch, “Prayer Journal” 
(enhanced CD), markers, stickers

 ¨ Print copies of the “Prayer Journal” printout 
on heavyweight paper so there are enough 
for each kid to have several. Either cut them 
to the uniform size before meeting together, 
or give the kids plenty of time to cut them on 
their own.

• Say: “We know from our Text Truth that 
through faith in Jesus, we are saved and 
have a living hope. One of the most precious 
benefits of that is being able to go directly to 
God in prayer.”

• Explain to the kids that they are going to 
make prayer journals.

• Guide them to punch holes in the paper and 
attach the string or yarn.

• Consider using blank pieces of heavyweight 
paper as extra filler for the journals. Make 
sure they are cut to the appropriate size and 
that holes are punched uniformly.

• Allow the kids to add the Text Truth to the 
front page in their own decorative ways.

• Discuss ideas of particular ways they can use 
the journals to help them pray.

• Suggest: “Use these journals to remember to 
pray, and notice what God is doing through 
your prayers.”

• Help the kids to recognize that each journal 
will be a unique reminder of God’s willingness 
to hear prayers.

MAKE
EXAMINE
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Session 2: Live a Holy Life
Live a Holy Life
1 Peter 1:13-25

The Book of 1 Peter likely was composed in the A.D. 60s. The reigning Roman emperor was 
Nero (ruled A.D. 54-68). In A.D. 64, the great and horrible fire that destroyed half the city 
of Rome occurred under his reign as Caesar. From then until his death, Nero persecuted 
Christians in Rome. This opposition continued until Constantine stopped it centuries 
later. The believers to whom Peter wrote were enduring (or were about to endure) political 
and social change. Peter’s case for holiness reminds us that just because things change or 
become difficult, believers should not abandon the quest for Christ-likeness. 

Peter uses two illustrations that reflect cultural practices that might be unfamiliar to 
modern readers. The first illustration is found in the KJV phrase “gird up the loins of your 
mind” (1 Peter 1:13; also translated by HCSB, ESV, and NIV as a call to prepare the mind for 
action). This referred to the ancient practice of a man gathering up the long skirt of his outer 
robe by pulling it up between his legs and tying it around his waist with his belt, preparing 
him for running or other strenuous activity. Peter’s illustration vividly portrays intentional 
preparation for exertion, both physical and mental, as Peter is referring to one’s mind.

The second illustration is the phrase “you were redeemed” (1:18). This reflects the 
first-century business practice of purchasing freedom for a human slave or a hostage by 
the payment of a monetary price. Modern readers have not likely experienced redemption 
in this sense. We are more likely to use “redeemed” as an equivalent to “saved.” The term 
“redeemed” suggests that a price has been paid to remove our debt and redeem our 
freedom. In reflection of this sacrifice by the Messiah, Peter encouraged his readers to 
endure the current trials with hope. Likewise, in the midst of trials today, believers can 
have hope in our redemption by a risen Savior. 

Session 2
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OVERVIEW

GET 
STARTED
10 MINUTES

BIBLE 
STUDY

35 MINUTES

SMALL 
GROUP

30 MINUTES

NOTE: Downloadable versions of DVD items are available in the Digital Video Bundle. 
Downloadable versions of enhanced CD items are available in the Music and Print Extras Bundle.
For free online training on how to lead a group, visit ministrygrid.com/web/explorethebible.

GET STARTED TOOLS
 ¨ 1 Peter W Questions: 
“1 Peter” (Books of the 
Bible Posters) 

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS
 ¨ Jumping In: Family 
Cards, “Pomegranate” 
(DVD-ROM)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles

 ¨ Tell the Bible Story: 
Bibles, “The Gospel” 
(enhanced CD), “Text 
Truth Strips” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“1 Peter 1:22” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

SMALL GROUP TOOLS
 ¨ Explorer Guide: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

 ¨ Move: “Action Boxes” 
(enhanced CD), 
heavyweight paper, tape, 
timer, scissors

 ¨ Examine: “1 Peter 1:22,” 
“Text Truth Strips,” 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack); Books of 
the Bible Posters

 ¨ Make: water bottles, 
tape, uncooked rice, 
various small items, pens, 
paper, timer

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE: 1 Peter 1:13-25
CONNECTION PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 4–6
FAMILY MEMORY VERSE: 1 Peter 1:22
TEXT TRUTH: We are called to live a holy life because of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.
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BIBLE STORY

CHRIST IN CONTEXT:
The Book of 1 Peter reminds 
believers that they will face 
difficult times because of 
their belief in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus Christ suffered as the 
spotless lamb to pay the price 
for our sin. He was rejected 
by men, but has become the 
cornerstone on which believers 
have a firm foundation. The 
Book of 1 Peter encourages 
believers to live godly lives and 
hope in the future coming of 
the eternal King.

CONNECTION 
STATEMENT:
Believers who obey God, 
reflect His holiness to others.

GOD GAVE THE LAW
CONNECTION PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 4–6
The Israelites were finally ready to enter the promised land. Moses knew 
that the people needed to be reminded of the law that God had given them 
when they were camped at Mount Sinai. Moses spoke to the people, “Listen 
to the laws that I am teaching you, so you can enter and live in the land 
God is giving to you.”

Moses warned the people to carefully follow the laws. If they obeyed the 
laws, other nations would notice.

Moses told the people, “Teach God’s rules to your children and your 
grandchildren.”

Then Moses reminded the people of when God made a covenant with the 
people. “God told you His covenant. He commanded you to obey the Ten 
Commandments.” Again Moses warned the people to obey God’s law so 
they would prosper and live a good life in the land God was giving them.

Then Moses called the Israelites together to hear the Ten Commandments: 

  Do not have other gods; Do not make any idols; Do not misuse the 
name of the Lord your God; Remember the Sabbath day and keep 
it holy; Honor your father and mother; Do not murder; Do not 
commit adultery; Do not steal; Do not lie; Do not covet.

Moses taught the people all about God’s commands. He told the people, 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and strength. Obey God 
and do what is right and good.”

KEY CONNECTIONS TO 1 PETER 
CORE PASSAGE: 1 Peter 1:13-25

• God is holy and He calls His people to be holy.
• The law helped the people understand how to be holy, so they could have 

a relationship with the perfectly holy God.
• Jesus obeyed God’s law perfectly.
• The Holy Spirit helps believers obey God.
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GET STARTED

TOOLS:
“1 Peter” (Books of the Bible 
Posters)

GET STARTED (10 MINUTES)

1 PETER W QUESTIONS
• Say: “As you know, we’ll be studying 1 Peter, 2 Peter, and Jude over the 

next several weeks. Today, we’re going to look at 1 Peter.”
• Display “1 Peter” and generally describe the information on it.
• Have volunteers read the answers to the following W questions:

1. Who wrote the text? (Simon Peter, the apostle of Jesus)
2. Who is the audience? (Christians in Roman provinces in Asia Minor)
3. What was happening in the world? (First signs of volcanic activity were 

recorded in Mt. Vesuvius, A.D. 62)
4. When was 1 Peter written? (About A.D. 62-64)
5. When did the events of 1 Peter take place? (A.D. 60s)
6. Where was 1 Peter written? (Rome)
7. Why was 1 Peter written? (To encourage Christians who were suffering 

and offer teachings about authority and instructions to look forward to a 
future God has planned for His people.)

• Cover the poster.
• Ask: “Who thinks they can remember the answers to the questions we 

just learned?”
• Enlist a volunteer to step forward to attempt to answer a question from 

the poster.
• If the correct answer is not given, lead the kids to clap two times and say 

“nice try” in unison.
• If the correct answer is given, lead the kids to stand and clap five times in 

unison as a standing ovation.
• Encourage all the volunteers to celebrate to elevate the level of 

excitement and to encourage each other. Allow the kids to volunteer 
as many times as possible and repeat their attempts after the correct 
answers have been revealed. The goal is to celebrate as everyone in the 
room gets familiar with the information on the poster.

• If noise is not an issue, include stomping, shouting, and various 
noisemakers as part of the ovation.

• Conclude: “Be encouraged by what you’re learning in 1 Peter!”
• Transition to Bible Study.
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BIBLE STUDY

TOOLS:
Bibles; “Pomegranate” (DVD-
ROM); “1 Peter 1:22,” “Text 
Truth Strips” (Poster Pack); 
“The Gospel” (enhanced CD); 
Explore the Bible on Location 
video; Family Cards

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMPING IN
• Distribute the Family Cards and display the “Pomegranate” visual. 

Describe the object for the session.
• Say: “The Old Testament has many examples of God giving specific 

instructions for people to follow. When He told Moses how to prepare 
the robe for the high priest, He included adding pomegranates to the 
hem.”

• Explain that all the precise guidelines that God gave with such 
instruction had meaning. Inform the kids that each detail of everything 
God expected fulfilled a purpose or was symbolic.

• Say: “Regardless of what God intended pomegranates to originally 
represent on the robe, they later became a symbol of His law.”

• Continue: “Just like the law, pomegranates on the hem of the robe were 
external. The law could only represent what was happening inside. It 
could not change a person’s nature, it could only reveal it.”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Encourage the kids to open their Bibles to 1 Peter 1:13.
• Say: “Obedience to God is a reflection of His holiness.”
• Read or have the kids help read 1 Peter 1:13-17.
• Say: “People are changed by Jesus. Those who follow Him become more 

like Him.”
• Read or have the kids help read 1 Peter 1:18-21.
• Say: “The price of sin is not paid by anything with earthly value. Only the 

sacrifice of a perfect Savior is valuable enough to satisfy the penalty of 
sin.”

• Read or have the kids help read 1 Peter 1:22-25.
• Say: “Believers can trust the enduring word of God. Obedience to it will 

develop a purer life and love for others.”
• Conclude: “Jesus changes people from the inside out.”

THE BIBLE STORY
• Say: “I’m going to give you a few commands. If you want to play along, do 

your best to follow the commands. If you don’t want to play along, just 
stay in your seat.”

• Announce a series of commands for the kids to perform, such as turn 
around, wave, or hop on one foot. If everyone participates, select only a 
few to perform the commands, and repeat them while the others watch.

• Ask: “Was it obvious which kids were playing along?” Give the kids time 
to share input on what they observed.

• Repeat the commands much faster. This time, vary the order and add 
several other commands. Do not give the kids time to complete them 
without making mistakes.

• After everyone is calm again, note that even those who completed all the 
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BIBLE STUDY

commands probably did not follow the proper order and definitely did 
not keep up.

• Explain that the game is an illustration of our obedience. It is not perfect, 
but it is obvious when we are making the effort.

• Say: “Only God is perfect. His commands help show people’s 
imperfections, and provide a standard of behavior and obedience. God’s 
rules protect people, and those who live obedient lives can be good 
examples for others.”

• Continue: “Notice in today’s story how God’s instruction to be holy could 
benefit those who obeyed as well as many others.”

• Tell the Bible story using the included script as a guide.
• Say: “God’s law helped the people understand how to be holy, so they 

could have a relationship with the perfectly holy God. Israel was the 
example. They were given the opportunity to show how to reflect God’s 
holiness by being holy.”

• Ask: “How can we be examples to others?” Allow the kids to respond. 
Discuss how being obedient is evidence of their relationship with God.

• Display the “Text Truth Strip” and read it to the group. We are called to 
live a holy life because of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.

• Say: “Being holy is not about following God’s rules to get His approval. 
Jesus is the only one who obeyed God’s law perfectly, which means He 
gained approval on our behalf.”

• Reference “The Gospel” and explain what Jesus’ perfection means for us.
• Encourage the kids in a discussion about what obedience to God looks 

like. Ensure that they understand that the motivation is not to appear to 
be Christians, but to honor God.

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Play the “Session 2” video.
• Ask: “Why are the rules important for a game like the one Joel was 

learning? Why do we need to know what the Bible says? How can you 
learn how to live a holy life?”

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
• Review the previous week’s verse, “1 Peter 1:8.”
• Display “1 Peter 1:22.” Offer someone an opportunity to lead the group 

in reading it together.
• Explain that memorizing this verse with their families will help everyone 

remember that we are called to live a holy life because of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection.

PRAYER
• Say: “Jesus was the only One able to fulfill God’s law perfectly. Because 

of Him, we are set apart. We are called to live a holy life because of 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.”

• Close in prayer, and dismiss to Small Group.
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SMALL GROUP

ROLL, ROLL, ACTION
Tools: “Action Boxes” (enhanced CD), heavyweight paper, tape, timer

 ¨ Print “Action Boxes” on heavyweight paper. Cut them out along the outside lines, fold, and secure them with 

tape.

• Say: “We’re going to play a game with these boxes. One box has a task. The other has a way to perform that 

task. You’ll roll the boxes, perform the task, and everyone will guess what you’re doing and how.”

• Invite the kids to sit in a large circle, and select a volunteer to go first. Consider rewarding the kid who has 

behaved best with the privilege of going first.

• The volunteer will step away from the circle to discretely roll the action boxes. He will re-enter the circle and 

perform whatever task is rolled for the other kids to guess.

• Give only thirty seconds for each performance to keep the kids from delaying the flow of the game. If no one 

is able to guess in that amount of time, select a new volunteer. If someone guesses correctly, she will be the 

next performer.
• An option for a larger group is to divide everyone into teams. Instead of an individual volunteer, the team can 

perform together. This ensures that every kid gets to participate.

• Conclude the activity by leading boys and girls to say the Text Truth together: We are called to live a holy life 

because of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.

TOOLS:
Bibles, Explorer Guides, pens

TECH CONNECT 
(OPTIONAL)
• Prior to class, download 

the Explore the Bible: Kids 
Family App. 

• Use the activity labeled 
“Explorer Plus” on the app.

MOVE

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Instruct the kids to open their Explorer Guides to “Live a Holy Life.”
• Invite the kids to open their Bibles and briefly review 1 Peter 1:13-25. 

Help kids list three instructions from this section of 1 Peter in the space 
provided.

• Say: “Let’s talk about the ‘Word to Know’ for today.” Review the word, 
and assist kids in locating it in today’s Bible passage.

• Review today’s Memory Verse.
• Lead girls and boys to complete the activity “God’s Rules.” Ask for 

volunteers to recall key points from today’s story. 
• Introduce the “Connection Statement” and review the Text Truth.
• Select a couple of volunteers to take turns reading the “Crazy Laws.”
• Review today’s object by reading aloud the information about it.
• Select a volunteer to read the information about the two law codes from 

history.

PRAYER TIME
• Ask the kids to compare what a holy life looks like compared to an 

unholy life. Emphasize the importance of prayer in a holy life and how it 
empowers people to rely on God for help.

• Close in prayer.
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SMALL GROUP

HIDDEN OBJECT BOTTLES
Tools: water bottles, tape, uncooked rice, 
various small items, pens, paper, timer

 ¨ Provide each kid with a clear plastic water 
bottle or similar container and enough 
uncooked rice to fill them 3/4 full. Have the 
kids add ten or fifteen various small items 
to the bottle. Suggested items: paper clips, 
buttons, safety pins, rocks, or any other 
items similar in size.

• Instruct the kids to list the items in their 
bottles, including how many of each item. 
They might also want to list any distinguishing 
features of the items, such as color.

• Allow them to add the rice. It will minimize 
mess to use paper as funnels. Remind them 
not to completely fill the bottles as they pour 
the rice.

• After the rice is added, have them seal the 
lids with tape, and suggest that they add their 
names somewhere.

• Line the bottles on a table and set a timer 
for thirty seconds. Have the kids pass their 
bottles to the left, and when time begins 
they will turn the bottles over searching for 
as many items on the list as possible. The kid 
with the most items found is the winner.

• Reset the timer, have them pass the bottles 
to the left again, and repeat as many times as 
possible.

• Ask kids: “If someone decided to inspect your 
life, the way you have been inspecting these 
bottles, would they think you are living a holy 
life? What would they think? How can you 
live today’s Text Truth: We are called to live a 
holy life, because of Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection?”

• Encourage kids that while we will never live 
perfect lives, we can live lives that honor God.

RANDOM WHISPERS
Tools: “1 Peter 1:22,” “Text Truth Strips,” 
“Connection Statements” (Poster Pack); Books 
of the Bible Posters

• Ask the kids to guess what you are whispering 

then walk around the room mouthing the 
words to the Text Truth: We are called to live 

a holy life, because of Jesus’ life, death, and 

resurrection. After repeating it a few times, 

begin to whisper words from the Text Truth as 

you come to them. Be careful to only whisper 

some of the words. If too many are whispered, 

it will be too easy to guess. Continue 
mouthing and whispering until one of the kids 

is able to guess.
• Instruct the kids to walk around and inspect 

the Books of the Bible Posters, “Text Truth 
Strips,” Memory Verse, and “Connection 
Statements.” Inform them that they will take 

turns trying to get others to figure out what 
they are whispering.

• Form four teams. Select a volunteer from each 

team. Allow the volunteers to each choose a 

random phrase from the materials and begin 

mouthing and whispering to their teams.
• Assign points as the teams guess the phrases. 

The first team to guess receives four points, 

the second three points, the third two points, 

and the last one point. Give extra points for 

difficulty and fewer words whispered.

MAKE
EXAMINE
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Session 3: Grow Up
Grow Up
1 Peter 2:1-10

Peter told his readers that they were redeemed from the empty way of life they inherited 
from their fathers (1 Peter 1:18). The implication is that these believers had come to Jesus 
as Gentiles. The gospel had rescued them from paganism. As they had read the Scriptures 
about God’s work among the Israelites during the time of the old covenant, surely they 
questioned how Gentiles fit into God’s family, or if they could call themselves God’s 
chosen people. The Gentile believers also may have been asking whether they were truly an 
integral part of what God had accomplished with the coming of the (Jewish) Messiah.

Peter used the illustration of a building to show that believers and Christ are all part of 
the same structure. Peter used Old Testament passages to support his claim. In 1 Peter 2:6, 
Peter took a prophecy from Isaiah 28:16 about a coming One who was a “stone” figure, one 
upon whom everyone could believe and never be disappointed. What mattered was trust in 
the stone (Christ) rather than the ethnicity of those coming to the stone (Christ). Utilizing 
the “stone” concept in 1 Peter 2:7, Peter reflected on Psalm 118:22 and showed that the 
stone rejected by human builders would become the honored cornerstone. The reference to 
Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection is clear. Using the stone concept, Peter acknowledged 
Isaiah 8:14 in 1 Peter 2:8. He noted that God’s stone results in many people stumbling and 
falling. Many—Jew or Gentile—will respond wrongly. Furthermore, phrases from Exodus 
and Isaiah are taken from their original reference to the Israelites and applied directly to 
Peter’s Christian readers as the references are quoted in 1 Peter 2:9. 

With the use of Old Testament references in his letter to Gentile readers, Peter 
acknowledged any apprehension by the Gentiles concerning their inclusion in the 
“building” of God’s people. Peter firmly established that his readers are a part of God’s 
plan of salvation, and today, all followers—Jew and Gentile believers—with a foundation 
rooted in the authority of Christ, can be assured in their inheritance as children of God.

Session 3
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OVERVIEW

GET 
STARTED
10 MINUTES

BIBLE 
STUDY

35 MINUTES

SMALL 
GROUP

30 MINUTES

NOTE: Downloadable versions of DVD items are available in the Digital Video Bundle. 
Downloadable versions of enhanced CD items are available in the Music and Print Extras Bundle.
For free online training on how to lead a group, visit ministrygrid.com/web/explorethebible.

GET STARTED TOOLS
 ¨ Telling Tower: “The 
Gospel” (enhanced CD), 
notecards, pens

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS
 ¨ Jumping In: Family 
Cards, “Mount Sinai” 
(DVD-ROM)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “Christ in Context: 
1 Peter” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Tell the Bible Story: 
Bibles, “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“1 Peter 2:10” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

SMALL GROUP TOOLS
 ¨ Explorer Guide: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

 ¨ Move: timer, paper, pen
 ¨ Make: magazines, 
scissors, paper, tape

 ¨ Build: empty paper towel 
rolls, bouncy balls, tape, 
paper

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE: 1 Peter 2:1-10
CONNECTION PASSAGES: Exodus 19:3-8; 29:45-46; 40:1-16
FAMILY MEMORY VERSE: 1 Peter 2:10
TEXT TRUTH: We have been chosen by God to proclaim His praises to all the nations.
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BIBLE STORY

CHRIST IN CONTEXT:
The Book of 1 Peter reminds 
believers that they will face 
difficult times because of 
their belief in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus Christ suffered as the 
spotless lamb to pay the price 
for our sin. He was rejected 
by men, but has become the 
cornerstone on which believers 
have a firm foundation. The 
Book of 1 Peter encourages 
believers to live godly lives and 
hope in the future coming of 
the eternal King.

CONNECTION 
STATEMENT:
God’s people are a special 
people—a royal priesthood 
who have experienced God’s 
mercy—and are called to be 
holy and praise God.

GOD’S PEOPLE
CONNECTION PASSAGES: Exodus 19:3-8; 29:45-46; 40:1-16
God had a plan for the Israelite people. He rescued them from the pharaoh 
in Egypt. He chose Moses to lead the people. After the Israelites left Egypt, 
they camped at the bottom of Mount Sinai. Moses went up the mountain 
to listen to God. 

God told Moses, “Tell the Israelites: You have seen what happened to the 
Egyptians and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Me. 
Now, if you will listen to Me and keep My covenant, you will be My holy 
nation.”

Moses went to the leaders of the people and told them what God said. The 
leaders all said, “We will do all that the Lord has spoken.” 

Later, when God was telling Moses about the covenant requirements, God 
also promised “Israel will know that I am Yahweh their God, who brought 
them out of the land of Egypt, so that I might dwell among them. I am 
Yahweh their God.”

In order to dwell among the people, God instructed Moses to lead the people 
to build a tabernacle. Aaron, Moses’ brother, and his sons were chosen to be 
priests in the tabernacle. The priests would serve God. Moses obeyed God. 
When a cloud covered the tabernacle, the people knew that God’s presence 
had filled the tabernacle. God had chosen Israel to be His special people. 

KEY CONNECTIONS TO 1 PETER 
CORE PASSAGE: 1 Peter 2:1-10

• God has chosen His people to be a special people.
• Believers have received God’s mercy.
• God is working through believers.
• God’s people are called to resist sin and grow in our relationship with 

God.
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GET STARTED

GET STARTED (10 MINUTES)

TELLING TOWER
• Display “The Gospel.”
• Ask for volunteers to work together to explain the key points of salvation 

using “The Gospel” as their guide.
• Encourage clarification or further explanation from anyone listening 

who has more input.
• Allow a few kids to share their own testimonies to illustrate what it looks 

like to trust Jesus and be forgiven.
• Say: “We could work together to explain the details of salvation, because 

God has given us the Bible to understand what it means. Some of us can 
share what it looks like in our own lives. This message has meaning to 
us.”

• Continue: “Many people have not heard this message. Others have heard 
parts of it, but they’re confused about what it means. Those of us who 
have learned the truth about God have a special privilege. We get to share 
that with others.”

• Give each kid several notecards and a pen. Wait for them to write names 
or initials of people they know who have never heard or are confused 
about the gospel. After they have added names to the notecards, allow 
them to also write towns, states, or countries where people who have 
never heard about Jesus live.

• Say: “You can pray for God to help the people represented on these cards 
to understand salvation. If God allows, you might even get to be part of 
telling them.”

• Gather the notecards, and briefly pray for those represented on the cards.
• As time allows, add extra blank cards to the pile, and have the kids stand 

in a circle around them.
• Invite them to work together, stacking the cards in a tower.
• Say: “God’s people are a unique team given a unique task—to tell others 

about God!”
• Transition to Bible Study.

TOOLS:
“The Gospel” (enhanced CD), 
notecards, pens
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BIBLE STUDY

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMPING IN
• Distribute the Family Cards and display the “Mount Sinai” visual. 

Describe the object for the session.
• Say: “When God gave the Law at Mount Sinai, He was giving the people a 

special privilege to share it with others.”
• Speculate what it must have felt like for Moses to have something so 

important to explain to everyone.
• Share: “At Mount Sinai God told the people that He had chosen them to 

be His special people. Today, anyone who repents and trusts in Jesus is a 
part of God’s special people.”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Encourage the kids to open their Bibles to 1 Peter 2:1.
• Say: “There is something special about being part of the family of God.”
• Read or have the kids help read 1 Peter 2:1-6.
• Say: “Dedication to God makes us stronger. As we live for Him, we can 

get rid of more sin and crave more of what God wants in our lives. That’s 
part of spiritual maturity. It means we’re applying what we’re learning 
about God.”

• Read or have the kids help read 1 Peter 2:7-10.
• Say: “Being saved and set apart by God means we’re connected to fellow 

believers in a unique and wonderful way. We are a community; a family. 
We’re not just a random group. We’re God’s people, brought together by 
His grace. He has given us the privilege to go directly to Him in prayer.”

• Display the “Christ in Context: 1 Peter” poster.
• Conclude: “God’s people fit together perfectly because Christ unites all 

who have faith in Him.”

THE BIBLE STORY
• Display the “Text Truth Strip” and read it to the group. We have been 

chosen by God to proclaim His praises to all the nations.
• Say: “Those who believe in Jesus have extraordinary rewards. One of the 

benefits of receiving God’s mercy is being allowed to participate in what 
He’s doing all around the world. God is working through believers, and 
it’s a blessing to be a part of His work.”

• Invite the kids to share examples of their experiences with team 
activities under the supervision of coaches. Encourage the retelling of 
specific incidences that emphasize strategy.

• Say: “Not everyone will be performing the same task when you work 
together as a team, but you’re able to accomplish the same goal. Coaches 
know how to position people in ways to maximize their impact. They see 
things the players don’t always see. They have a plan.”

• Continue: “God is much more capable than any coach. His plans never 
fail.”

TOOLS:
Bibles; “Mount 
Sinai” (DVD-ROM); 
“Christ in Context: 1 Peter,” 
“1 Peter 2:10,” “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack); Explore 
the Bible on Location video; 
Family Cards
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BIBLE STUDY

• Tell the Bible story using the included script as a guide.
• Say: “There’s something important to notice in the story that is not only 

true for Israel but also for all of God’s people. God has chosen His people 
to be a special people. Believers are set apart for a unique purpose.”

• Remind: “God’s plans never fail, and when His people trust Him they can 
be included in the incredible things He’s doing in the world. They can see 
His truth impact others and share in the joy of salvation.”

• Refer back to the beginning of the core passage (1 Peter 2:1-3) to 
emphasize the importance of resisting sin and growing in our 
relationship with God.

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Ask: “Who has met a missionary? Today, Joel is meeting a missionary to 

explore more about our special mission to proclaim God’s praises to all of 
the nations.”

• Play the “Session 3” video.
• Ask: “Whom did Peter say we are to declare God’s praises to? How many 

nations? What did Joel learn from the missionary?”

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
• Review the previous week’s verse, 1 Peter 1:22.
• Display the “1 Peter 2:10” poster.
• Offer someone an opportunity to lead the group in reading it together.
• Invite the kids to discuss how this verse can help believers appreciate 

God’s grace. Emphasize that the message of salvation is a gift we can 
share with others.

• Explain that memorizing this verse with their families will help everyone 
remember that we have been chosen by God to proclaim His praises 
to all the nations.

PRAYER
• Say: “Believers have a special privilege. We have been chosen by God to 

proclaim His praises to all the nations.”
• Close in prayer, and dismiss to Small Group.
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SMALL GROUP

TIMER TRUTH
Tools: timer, paper, pen

 ¨ Enlist the kids to crumple as many pieces of paper as possible. It might work best to have used paper that is 

intended for disposal.

 ¨ Write the Text Truth on one of the pieces of paper and crumple it as well. Ensure that no one sees it, and mix 

it in a pile of crumpled papers.

• Form pairs and place them in a scattered pattern around the room.

• Select one pair to begin the game.

• When given the signal, the partners will have 20 seconds to search the pile for the paper that has the Text 

Truth.
• If either player finds the Text Truth within the 20 seconds, they win.

• After leading everyone to say the Text Truth together (We have been chosen by God to proclaim His praises to 

all the nations) repeat the game with a new pair of kids.

• To increase the challenge, record the time of each group and see which pair is the fastest overall.

TOOLS:
Bibles, Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

TECH CONNECT 
(OPTIONAL)
• Prior to class, download 

the Explore the Bible: Kids 
Family App. 

• Use the activity labeled 
“Explorer Plus” on the app.

MOVE

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Instruct the kids to open their Explorer Guides to “Grow Up.”
• Invite the kids to open their Bibles and briefly review 1 Peter 2:1-10. As 

kids review, invite them to solve the “What Does It Mean?” matching 
activity. Choose someone to read aloud, “Spiritual Milk?” and answer any 
questions kids have about this concept.

• Say: “Let’s talk about the ‘Word to Know’ for today.” Review the word and 
challenge the kids to locate it in today’s Bible passage.

• Review the Text Truth: We have been chosen by God to proclaim His 
praises to all the nations. Invite the kids to give their impressions of 
what the Text Truth means for their own lives.

• Ask kids to write their responses to “Proclaim.”
• Introduce the Connection Statement and read it together. 
• Select a kid to read the information about today’s object. Invite other 

volunteers to read about the calendar and the straw.

PRAYER TIME
• Invite the kids to share praises of God. This might be as simple as giving 

words that describe Him, but it can vary depending on the enthusiasm of 
the group.

• Close in prayer.
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SMALL GROUP

PAPER ROLL  BALL DROP
Tools: empty paper towel rolls, bouncy balls, 
tape, paper

 ¨ Gather empty paper towel rolls, toilet paper 
rolls, or other hollow items with similar 
shapes that can be taped together.

• If possible, allow the kids to work together. 
If the group is too large, creating teams will 
work just as well.

• Attempt to connect the fact that they are 
working together as an illustration of believers 
working toward the same goal. Remind them 
of the Text Truth: We have been chosen 
by God to proclaim His praises to all the 
nations.

• Say: “Being part of God’s family bonds people 
together for God’s purpose and for His glory. 
You’re going to work together in this activity to 
accomplish something with no purpose other 
than fun!”

• Have the kids work together to tape the paper 
towel rolls to a wall or other vertical surface. 
They will create a maze for the ball to be 
dropped through.

• Insist that they create a pattern rather than 
simply stack the rolls straight up and down.

• They can use the paper to connect the ends 
of each roll to prevent the ball from falling 
between them.

• The goal is to create a unique path for the ball 
to roll down without getting caught or falling 
out.

• When finished, celebrate that kids worked 
together.

• Ask: “What are some ways God’s people work 
together? Why do God’s people need to work 
together?”

MAGAZINE RACE
Tools: magazines, scissors, paper, tape

 ¨ Provide newspapers, bulletins, stickers, or 

any variety of resources if magazines are not 

available.

• Form teams and provide magazines, scissors, 

paper, and tape for each team.
• Station the teams in different places around 

the room to give them plenty of space.
• Remind each team that they are working 

together, and respect is more important than 

winning.
• They will cut out letters, words, and pictures 

to recreate the Text Truth: We have been 
chosen by God to proclaim His praises to all 

the nations.
• They must tape all segments to a piece of 

paper and be able to hold it against a wall 
without anything falling off. The first team to 

complete a reasonable version wins.
• Consider playing music to keep the other 

teams from easily hearing them discuss the 

words they are using.
• Remind kids throughout the game that 

running with scissors is not allowed!
• If the game ends too quickly, repeat it as a 

relay. For example, team members can take 

turns rushing across the room to retrieve 
letters, words, or pictures while other team 
members work to assemble the pieces.

Option: Each time any team needs a reminder 
of the Text Truth they will get a thirty second 
delay before resuming the game.

MAKE

MOVE

Explore the Bible: Older Kids28



FOR THE 
LEADER

Session 4: Live a Godly Life
Live a Godly Life
1 Peter 2:11-20

Within the context of 1 Peter 2:11-25, the apostle’s flow of thinking is relatively 
straightforward: live with integrity and good works in your larger society, remembering 
that you are temporary residents (2:11-12); submit to governmental authorities, because 
this is one of the ways God stops those who oppose you (2:13-17); submit to those in 
authority over you in your work, even if they are unfair, because this pleases God (2:18-20); 
and remember that Christ suffered unjustly in His crucifixion, not only to heal you 
spiritually but also to be your example in suffering (2:21-25). 

For Peter’s first readers, both the political arrangement and the employee-employer 
structure were vastly different from that which modern readers have experienced. The 
government included the Roman imperial system, with an emperor (Nero) and no rights for 
citizens to vote. Furthermore, in the first century, slavery was legal. There was little or no 
opportunity to express grievances or gain a fair hearing. Yet the principles Peter outlined 
are applicable: respect for those over us in the workplace is always right, while at the same 
time we should not allow others to abuse us or lead us astray from God’s commands. When 
we seek to apply Peter’s teaching, we are to be aware that obeying God’s words always takes 
precedent over human laws when the two collide, even though our general stance is to 
submit (2:13). But we must also be aware that today many Christian brothers and sisters 
live under governments that repress Christianity. Believers face pressures of which we can 
be only dimly aware. For those believers, we can pray fervently for their protection and 
steadfast obedience to Scripture and the Holy Spirit. 

In this passage Peter’s main concern is clear: we can demonstrate godly character 
toward government authorities and toward those over us at work by assuming a role of 
submission to authority and steadfast adherence to God’s Word.

Session 4
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OVERVIEW

GET 
STARTED
10 MINUTES

BIBLE 
STUDY

35 MINUTES

SMALL 
GROUP

30 MINUTES

NOTE: Downloadable versions of DVD items are available in the Digital Video Bundle. 
Downloadable versions of enhanced CD items are available in the Music and Print Extras Bundle.
For free online training on how to lead a group, visit ministrygrid.com/web/explorethebible.

*For age appropriate reasons, kids will be focusing on 1 Peter 2:11-17.

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE: 1 Peter 2:11-20*
CONNECTION PASSAGES: Matthew 17:24-27; 22:15-22; Romans 13:1-7
FAMILY MEMORY VERSE: 1 Peter 2:12
TEXT TRUTH: People honor God when they obey their earthly leaders.

GET STARTED TOOLS
 ¨ As We Go: various 
resources from previous 
sessions, soft foam ball 

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS
 ¨ Jumping In: Family 
Cards, “Tyrian Shekel” 
(DVD-ROM)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “Christ in Context: 
1 Peter” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Tell the Bible Story: 
Bibles, “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“1 Peter 2:12” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

SMALL GROUP TOOLS
 ¨ Explorer Guide: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

 ¨ Examine: individually 
wrapped candy, “Allergy 
Alert” (enhanced CD)

 ¨ Move: “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Review: “Review Grid” 
(Poster Pack), sticky 
notes in 3 different colors, 
“Review Questions” 
(enhanced CD)
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BIBLE STORY

CHRIST IN CONTEXT:
The Book of 1 Peter reminds 
believers that they will face 
difficult times because of 
their belief in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus Christ suffered as the 
spotless lamb to pay the price 
for our sin. He was rejected 
by men, but has become the 
cornerstone on which believers 
have a firm foundation. The 
Book of 1 Peter encourages 
believers to live godly lives and 
hope in the future coming of 
the eternal King.

CONNECTION 
STATEMENT:
Jesus taught the people to 
respect their leaders.

KEY CONNECTIONS TO 
1 PETER 
CORE PASSAGE: 
1 Peter 2:11-20
• Peter told Jesus’ followers 

to treat others with respect. 
This would bring glory to 
God.

• Peter said to obey our 
earthly leaders.

• Believers are to honor and 
love others.

JESUS TAUGHT US TO RESPECT AND OBEY
CONNECTION PASSAGES: 
Matthew 17:24-27; 22:15-22; Romans 13:1-7

Jesus and His disciples traveled to Capernaum. The religious tax collectors 
who collected the double-drachma tax came to Peter. The double-drachma 
tax was money collected from the Jewish people to help take care of the 
temple. The leaders asked Peter, “Doesn’t your Teacher pay the double-
drachma tax?” 

Peter answered, “Yes.”

Jesus explained that the disciples weren’t required to pay this special tax, 
but to show respect to the religious leaders, they would.

Jesus told Peter, “Go to the sea and cast a fish hook. Take the first fish that 
you catch. When you open the fish’s mouth, you will find a coin. Take it and 
give it to the religious tax collectors.”

Later, the Pharisees tried to plan a way to trap Jesus with His words. They 
sent their followers to ask Jesus, “Do you think it is lawful for us to pay 
taxes to Caesar?”

Jesus understood what the people were really trying to do. He asked, “Why 
are you testing Me? Show Me the coin used to pay the tax.” They brought 
Jesus a coin called a denarius. 

“Whose picture and inscription is on the coin?” Jesus asked.

“Caesar’s,” they answered.

Jesus said, “Give to Caesar the things that are his, and give to God the 
things that are God’s.”

Later the apostle Paul explained to the believers, “Everyone should obey 
their governing leaders. God has allowed them to rule and you don’t want 
to disobey God. God uses the government for your good. You must obey the 
government. Pay taxes to those you owe taxes. Pay tolls to those you owe 
tolls. Respect those you owe respect. And honor those you owe honor.”
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GET STARTED

GET STARTED (10 MINUTES)

AS WE GO
• Say: “As we go through each session, you might not realize how much 

you’re learning. We’re going to begin today’s session with a little activity 
that might show you how much you already know about the Book of 
1 Peter.”

• Gather resources that have been used so far in the study. For example, 
line a table with Family Cards, Text Truth Strips, Connection Statements, 
Memory Verses, and any other resource that might help remind the kids 
of the previous sessions.

• Toss a soft foam ball to one of the kids. She will tell the group anything 
she remembers from a previous session. If she has trouble thinking of a 
specific point, reveal one of the resources to spark her memory.

• After she has given an example, she will toss the ball to another kid who 
will share something he remembers.

• If kids are present who did not attend previous sessions, allow them to 
read something from one of the resources or share some things they have 
learned during the activity.

• Continue until everyone has had a chance to contribute.
• Encourage the kids to include personal life examples of ways they have 

applied the truths they are learning. It should naturally become more of a 
discussion than a list of facts.

• Continue using the ball to represent whose turn it is to speak.
• If the group is not very talkative, begin asking questions to spark general 

responses. You might ask about the most interesting things they have 
learned or their favorite things to do with the group.

• Ensure that by the end of the activity, they are encouraged by being part 
of the group and aware of how much they are learning.

• Remind them that you are all together because of Jesus.
• Transition to Bible Study.

TOOLS:
various resources from 
previous sessions, soft foam 
ball
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BIBLE STUDY

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMPING IN
• Distribute the Family Cards and display the “Tyrian Shekel” visual as you 

welcome the kids to Bible study. Describe the object for the session.
• Say: “The Tyrian shekel was legal currency and used for the temple tax. 

It was certainly not something true followers of God would have created, 
because it showed an image of a false god. However, they would have 
been required to recognize it as legal.”

• Invite the kids to help list currency that is currently legal.
• Ask: “Do you think there’s anything in the Bible that explains what 

money should look like?” Allow the kids to reply, and confirm that 
nothing in Scripture gives specific instructions for regulating modern 
currency.

• Say: “People in our government work together to determine what 
qualifies as money. They add or remove images or aspects to make 
specific denominations. They determine what is legal. With the exception 
of taxes, citizens can decide how to spend their own money, but they 
aren’t allowed to create their own money.”

• Say: “That’s only one example of the ways God uses earthly authorities to 
give us structure in our lives.”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Encourage the kids to open their Bibles to 1 Peter 2:11.
• Say: “Being obedient to earthly authorities is an example of our 

obedience to God.”
• Read or have the kids help read 1 Peter 2:11-17.
• Say: “There will always be rules. There will always be a decision to follow 

the rules or not. Others see what we do and know when we disregard the 
authorities that God put in place. Those who honor God will be a good 
example to others. Nothing bad can be said about a person who does 
right. Instead, that person will be an example for others to follow.”

• Display the “Christ in Context: 1 Peter” poster.
• Conclude: “Jesus is our example. Through His actions and His teaching 

we can know how to honor Him, whether we are alone or in front of 
others.”

THE BIBLE STORY
• Ask: “Who is someone in your life that you have to obey?” Encourage 

multiple responses, then ask the kids to each imagine one specific person 
who requires obedience.

• Invite the kids to explain why they are responsible to obey that person. 
Allow the discussion to continue until someone makes the point that 
they deserve to be obeyed.

• Say: “Sometimes we do things because we want to avoid negative 
consequences. Other times we feel a burden of responsibility. Regardless 

TOOLS:
Bibles; “Tyrian 
Shekel” (DVD-ROM); 
“Christ in Context: 1 Peter,” 
“1 Peter 2:12,” “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack); Explore 
the Bible on Location video; 
Family Cards
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BIBLE STUDY

of our motivation, the best reason to obey someone is because we want 
to obey God.”

• Tell the Bible story using the included script as a guide.
• Say: “It’s difficult to understand why Jesus would teach His disciples to 

respect the religious leaders who were not always honorable men. In His 
willingness to pay the tax, Jesus was identifying that these men had 
authority.”

• Continue: “Perhaps more importantly, Jesus was also showing them that 
humble submission is more about the one submitting than the one being 
submitted to.”

• Post the “Text Truth Strip” on the wall, and have a volunteer read it aloud 
to the group. People honor God when they obey their earthly leaders.

• Clarify that believers are not to obey commands that require us to rebel 
against God. We are to obey God above all others.

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Say: “Today we are going to visit and learn about a very special animal. 

Listen to discover what animal and how that animal helps us understand 
Peter’s message in 1 Peter 2.”

• Play the “Session 4” video.
• Ask: “What animal did we learn about? How can a horse help us 

understand what Peter was talking about in 1 Peter 2?” Pause for kids to 
share their ideas.

• Continue: “Right, a horse is helpful when it obeys its leader. We also can 
obey our leaders. People honor God when they obey their earthly 
leaders.”

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
• Review the previous week’s verse, 1 Peter 2:10.
• Display the “1 Peter 2:12” poster.
• Offer someone an opportunity to lead the group in reading it together.
• Discuss ways people can honor God with their obedience. Ensure the 

kids include examples that are realistic in their lives as well as future 
possibilities.

• Explain that memorizing this verse with their families will help everyone 
remember that people honor God when they obey their earthly 
leaders.

PRAYER
• Say: “The boundaries that God puts in place for us are good. He 

sometimes uses them to protect us and grow us spiritually.”
• Read the Text Truth: People honor God when they obey their earthly 

leaders.
• Close in prayer, and dismiss to Small Group.
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SMALL GROUP

HIDDEN TAX
Tools: individually wrapped candy, “Allergy Alert” (enhanced CD)

• Say: “We learned from our Text Truth today that people honor God when they obey their earthly leaders. One 

way that’s illustrated in the Bible is by Jesus confirming that people should pay when they owe taxes.”

• Continue: “We can’t enforce taxes here, but we can play a game. We’ll use candy instead of money, and not 

everyone has to pay.”

• Form two teams.
• A player from one team will be the leader, and three players from the other team will be the citizens. 

• One of the citizens will hide a piece of candy in her hand. All three will turn to face the leader, and he will 

choose which citizen he believes is holding the candy.

• If he guesses correctly, his team keeps the candy. If he does not, the other team keeps it.

• The teams will reverse roles and repeat everything. Remind the kids to show respect for one another as a way 

to honor God.
• Play continues until everyone on both teams has had an opportunity to be the leader.

• In the end, the team with the most candy wins.

• If candy is not available, paper clips, buttons, or any other small items can be substituted.

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Instruct the kids to open their Explorer Guides to “Live a Godly Life.”
• Invite the kids to open their Bibles and briefly review 1 Peter 2:11-17. 

Guide kids to complete the “Tough Situations” response as they think 
about Peter’s words.

• Ask someone to read “Nero” and direct kids to write down Jesus’ words 
in Matthew 5:44 in the space provided. Assure kids that obeying our 
leaders brings honor to God.

• Say: “Let’s talk about the ‘Word to Know’ for today.” Review the word and 
challenge the kids to locate it in today’s Bible passage.

• Review the Text Truth and introduce the “Connection Statement.” 
• Recap today’s Bible story and invite volunteers to read aloud about the 

“Tyrian Shekel” and the “Fish of Galilee.”
• Help kids add together the coins to review some additional Scripture 

references about today’s Bible study. Examine the Scriptures as time 
allows.

PRAYER TIME
• Lead the kids in a discussion of what it means to be honorable. Include 

examples of ways believers can honor others as well as live honorably, 
even with those who make it difficult. Close in prayer.

TOOLS:
Bibles, Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

TECH CONNECT 
(OPTIONAL)
• Prior to class, download 

the Explore the Bible: Kids 
Family App. 

• Use the activity labeled 
“Explorer Plus” on the app.

DEFINITION:
• persecution: hurting 

someone because of their 
faith, culture, or race is 
different from the people in 
power

EXAMINE

35Session 4: Live a Godly Life



SMALL GROUP

REVIEW GRID
Tools: “Review Grid” (Poster Pack), sticky 
notes in 3 different colors, “Review Questions” 
(enhanced CD)

 ¨ Secure the “Review Grid” to the wall.

• Form three teams.
• Provide sticky notes for each team. Make sure 

the teams have different colored sticky notes, 
or mark them to designate the teams.

• A member of the first team will place a sticky 
note anywhere on the grid. The number to 
the left will determine the point value of the 
question. The point values do not necessarily 
need to reflect the difficulty of the questions.

• The team can work together to answer any 
review question you ask them.

• If the accurate answer is given, they leave 
their sticky note on the “Review Grid.”

• If an inaccurate answer is given, the sticky 
note is removed, and another team takes 
a turn with a different question. No bonus 
points may be earned.

• If a sticky note is placed on a bonus square, 
designated on the grid, the category at the 
top of the board will tell them what to recite 
to earn their points. A correct answer doubles 
the points earned for that square.

• Continue until the “Review Grid” is full, then 
calculate the points to declare the winning 
team.

LISTEN TO THE 
LEADER
Tools: “Text Truth Strips” (Poster Pack)

• Teach the kids the following actions:
1) Wave—They will flail their fully extended arms 

in all directions.
2) Drop—They will drop to the floor and tuck 

their legs and feet under their bodies. They 

will put their faces as close to their knees as 

possible.
3) Twist—They will extend their arms out to 

their sides and spread their feet shoulder 

width apart. They will reach one hand across 

to touch their toes on the opposite side. 

They must maintain a silly facial expression 

throughout the entire action.
4) Stretch—They will find a partner and hold 

one another’s wrists in the center while 

reaching to the opposite sides with their free 

hands.
5) Fly—They will reach straight up with both 

hands, extend one leg to the side, and jump 

as high as possible from one foot.

• Say: “I’m going to call out one of five words: 

wave, drop, twist, stretch, or fly. When 
I do, you’ll need to perform that action 
immediately. If you’re the last person to do it, 

you’ll be eliminated from the game.”
• Practice for a couple of commands then begin 

the game.
• As people are eliminated, give them the 

option to say the Text Truth (people honor 
God when they obey their earthly leaders) to 

earn their way back in to the game.

MOVE REVIEW
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Session 5: Respect Others
Respect Others
1 Peter 3:1-12

Peter’s teachings in 1 Peter 3 add important general insights about living in good 
relationships with others—believers or non-believers (1 Peter 3:8-12). Peter’s first 
admonition is concerning unity. Peter does not discriminate here between social class, 
political leaning, or family relationship. Peter calls for all to live together, united in love for 
believers, exhibiting compassion and sympathy for the hurting, and to display humility in 
their actions. 

Peter continues to encourage believers by reminding them that God’s Word does not 
delight in the repayment of evil with evil. Peter goes so far as to say not only should you 
not repay someone evil who has been evil towards you, but you should in return bless that 
person. Peter goes on to quote from Psalm 34:12-16 to remind his readers that God is all-
seeing, and all-knowing, and He is aware of all of our actions. 

The story of Joseph forgiving his brothers is a clear and concise way to put these words 
of encouragement into action. Joseph had plenty of family stress in his life, but in the end 
Joseph chose peace instead of revenge. Joseph stretched beyond himself to not repay evil 
for evil, but to clearly show love, compassion, and humility to his brothers, and ultimately 
to his family. God tells us to love others and to seek peace. In 1 Peter 3, believers can 
examine how to apply the teachings to their own relationships within and outside of the 
body of Christ and to seek peace in love.

Session 5
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OVERVIEW

GET 
STARTED
10 MINUTES

BIBLE 
STUDY

35 MINUTES

SMALL 
GROUP

30 MINUTES

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE: 1 Peter 3:1-12* 
CONNECTION PASSAGE: Genesis 42–45
FAMILY MEMORY VERSE: 1 Peter 3:8
TEXT TRUTH: God tells us to forgive others and seek peace.

NOTE: Downloadable versions of DVD items are available in the Digital Video Bundle. 
Downloadable versions of enhanced CD items are available in the Music and Print Extras Bundle.
For free online training on how to lead a group, visit ministrygrid.com/web/explorethebible.

*For age appropriate reasons, kids will be focusing on 1 Peter 3:8-12.

GET STARTED TOOLS
 ¨ Song Themes: worship 
music, whiteboard, dry 
erase marker 

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS
 ¨ Jumping In: Family 
Cards, “Olive Branch” 
(DVD-ROM)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “Christ in Context: 
1 Peter” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Tell the Bible Story: 
Bibles, “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“1 Peter 3:8” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

SMALL GROUP TOOLS
 ¨ Explorer Guide: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

 ¨ Examine: tape
 ¨ Build: interlocking 
blocks, “Bible Book Cards” 
(enhanced CD)

 ¨ Move: streamers
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BIBLE STORY

JOSEPH FORGAVE HIS BROTHERS
CONNECTION PASSAGE: Genesis 42–45
Joseph had 11 brothers. When he was younger, his brothers sold him to a 
group of traders. They took Joseph to Egypt. He worked for a man named 
Potiphar until Potiphar’s wife told an evil lie about Joseph. Joseph was 
thrown in jail. 

One day, the pharaoh of Egypt had a dream. He heard that Joseph could 
tell him what the dream meant. God helped Joseph explain the dream. The 
dream was a warning that a famine was coming. The pharaoh put Joseph in 
charge of preparing for the famine.

Joseph was now the second in command in Egypt. For seven years, Joseph 
helped the people save and store food for the famine.

Meanwhile, Joseph’s brothers and father, Jacob, were back in Canaan. In 
Canaan, the famine came, but the people weren’t prepared. They had a hard 
time finding food. Jacob heard that Egypt had food, so he sent 10 of his 
sons to Egypt.

Joseph’s brothers traveled to Egypt and bowed before Joseph to ask for 
food. Joseph recognized his brothers, but his brothers did not recognize him. 
They told Joseph that they had one brother at home with their dad and 
another brother who had died. Joseph decided to test his brothers to see if 
they had changed.

“You are spies,” Joseph said, and he had them put in jail. Joseph agreed 
to allow one brother to stay while the other brothers took grain home and 
came back with their youngest brother.

Eventually, Jacob agreed to allow the brothers to return to Egypt for more 
grain and to take their youngest brother, Benjamin.

Joseph tested his brothers again. He tried to take Benjamin, but the 
brothers begged him not to. “Please,” they said, “our father loves him and 
will die if Benjamin does not return home.”

Joseph knew that his brothers had changed. He began to cry and told his 
brothers, “I am Joseph! God sent me here to help you. There will be 5 more 
years of famine. God sent me here to establish a remnant and to keep you 
alive.”

Joseph told his brothers to return home and bring back their father Jacob 
and their families. Joseph promised to take care of everyone during the 
famine. 

CHRIST IN CONTEXT:
The Book of 1 Peter reminds 
believers that they will face 
difficult times because of 
their belief in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus Christ suffered as the 
spotless lamb to pay the price 
for our sin. He was rejected 
by men, but has become the 
cornerstone on which believers 
have a firm foundation. The 
Book of 1 Peter encourages 
believers to live godly lives and 
hope in the future coming of 
the eternal King.

CONNECTION 
STATEMENT:
Joseph forgave his brothers 
and was compassionate toward 
them.

KEY CONNECTIONS TO  
1 PETER 
CORE PASSAGE:  
1 Peter 3:1-12 
• God wants His people to 

forgive others instead of 
seeking revenge. 

• We should seek peace.
• Peter reminded the believers 

to love each other and be 
compassionate and humble.
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GET STARTED

GET STARTED (10 MINUTES)

SONG THEMES
• Ask: “When you hear music, do you ever pay attention to the words or 

only the rhythm?” Allow the kids to briefly reply.
• Play a worship song loud enough for everyone to clearly hear the lyrics. 

Suggest that the kids listen carefully. It will work best if it is a familiar 
song, and the entire song does not have to be played. After playing the 
song for a minute, turn it down, and ask the kids to explain what it was 
about.

• Encourage discussion about specific lyrics as well as the general theme. 
Help the kids recognize any aspect of the song they might not have 
noticed.

• If the kids have difficulty identifying key points in the song, repeat the 
activity with a different song.

• The goal is to help them notice the message of a song. 
• Write the following list on the whiteboard:

▸▸ Help, Gift, Strength, Grace, Light, Savior, Love, Trust, Hope, Ransom, Joy, 
Holy, Obey, Believe, Riches, Forgiveness

• Play another song, and instruct the kids to raise their hands if they hear 
any of the words on the list. They can raise their hands if they either hear 
the exact word or the meaning of the word in the song. 

• When a kid raises his hand, stop the music to give him a chance to 
explain what he noticed. Invite input from other kids who also noticed 
anything else.

• Repeat with more songs, and encourage discussion of the difference 
between an emotional song and a Biblical song.

• Help them recognize any song that clearly praises God.
• The goal is to help the kids understand what makes singing a song an act 

of worship. 
• Conclude the exercise by focusing on the theme of forgiveness in worship 

music. Allow the kids to explain their understanding of forgiveness.
• Transition to Bible Study.

TOOLS:
worship music, whiteboard, dry 
erase marker
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BIBLE STUDY

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMPING IN
• Ask: “What does it look like when someone is sawing logs?” Wait for the 

kids to mimic someone sleeping.
• Say: “When we describe someone as sawing logs, we usually don’t mean 

that they’re literally cutting wood. It’s a common English expression to 
describe snoring.”

• Identify it as an example of an idiom, and introduce other similar 
examples to explain the concept: raining cats and dogs, hang in there, 
the blind leading the blind, the writing on the wall.

• Distribute the Family Cards and display the “Olive Branch” visual. 
Describe the object for the session.

• Say: “If someone recommends that you extend an olive branch, they 
aren’t suggesting that you hold a stick out. They’re saying you should try 
to reconcile with someone. It’s an offer to try to restore peace.”

• Continue: “There are many opportunities in life to participate in conflict. 
Remember that the same circumstances provide opportunities for peace. 
Keep the olive branch in mind as we study today’s passage of Scripture to 
learn how God wants us to relate to others.”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Encourage the kids to open their Bibles to 1 Peter 3:8.
• Say: “These verses instruct us in particular ways to work together to 

support one another. They suggest that we look at our own behaviors and 
how they contribute to unity.”

• Read or have the kids help read 1 Peter 3:8-12.
• Say: “There’s something important to know about living in harmony 

with others. People aren’t going to be perfect. Sometimes they’ll require 
forgiveness. We might have to forgive them even though they don’t ask 
us to. That doesn’t mean they deserve forgiveness, but those who forgive 
are blessed.”

• Display the “Christ in Context: 1 Peter” poster.
• Conclude: “No one deserves to be forgiven, but Jesus lovingly offers 

forgiveness anyway. We can never go wrong following His example.”

THE BIBLE STORY
• Ask kids to share examples of stains they have gotten on their clothing 

that were difficult to remove. Focus the discussion more on the removal 
of the stain or the damage to the clothing than what caused the stain.

• Ask: “Have you ever worn something even though it had a stain?”
• Allow time for examples. Suggest different reasons why stained clothing 

might continue to be worn. Sometimes we like something so much that 
we just ignore the stain and wear it anyway. Sometimes we don’t have a 
choice. Other times clothing can be worn for a different purpose, such as 
painting.

TOOLS:
Bibles; “Olive Branch” (DVD-
ROM); “Christ in Context: 
1 Peter,” “1 Peter 3:8,” “Text 
Truth Strips” (Poster Pack); 
Explore the Bible on Location 
video; Family Cards
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BIBLE STUDY

• Say: “Pretend with me that the stains we’ve been talking about represent 
conflict.”

• Continue: “Today’s story is about brothers whose relationships were 
stained by conflict.”

• Tell the Bible story using the included script as a guide.
• Say: “Joseph’s brothers created a lot of conflict. They made things very 

difficult for him. They caused many problems for him, but he knew 
something they didn’t. He knew that trusting God and doing things 
God’s way could solve any problem.”

• Invite the kids to discuss what it might have felt like for Joseph to be 
mistreated by his brothers. Contrast that with how he might have felt 
when they reconciled.

• Post the “Text Truth Strip” on the wall and have a volunteer read it to the 
group.

• Conclude: “When we offer forgiveness, we might not always see the 
dramatic results like Joseph and his brothers, but we can know that 
God’s way will keep us blameless. God’s way will always lead to blessings.”

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Share: “Today we are going to join Joel on his trip to an olive farm. Listen 

closely to learn how olives became associated with the idea of peace.”
• Play the “Session 5” video.
• Ask: “Why did Joel travel to an olive farm? What do olives and peace 

have in common? How can you pursue peace?”

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
• Review the previous week’s verse, 1 Peter 2:12.
• Display the “1 Peter 3:8” poster. Offer an opportunity to lead the group 

in reading it together as a reward to the one who recited the previous 
verse.

• Encourage the kids to share their thoughts of what someone’s life will 
look like if they exhibit all the qualities of this verse.

• Explain that memorizing this verse with their families will help everyone 
remember that God tells us to forgive others and seek peace. 

PRAYER
• Say: “God tells us to forgive others and seek peace. Knowing we 

should do something doesn’t always make it easy. We can turn to God 
for help when we need the motivation to do what He wants us to do. God 
will always provide the strength to obey and forgive.”

• Close in prayer, and dismiss to Small Group.
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SMALL GROUP

STEP TOGETHER
Tools: tape

 ¨ Tape large squares in a path from one side of the room to the other. Each square should be wide enough that 

four feet can fit inside it side-by-side. The squares can be slightly staggered.

• Line the kids beside one another with their feet touching.

• Say: “This is going to require you to work together. Everyone will be affected by how well you cooperate with 

each other.”
• The kids will walk sideways stepping into each square. They may not step outside the squares.

• Each kid must keep his feet touching those on each side. When he picks up his foot to take a step, the person 

next to him must do the same. When he moves the other foot, the person on the other side must also take a 

step.
• Quickly, they will learn that everyone affects the entire group. Use it as an opportunity to refer to the Text 

Truth: God tells us to forgive others and seek peace.

• If they have trouble making progress, suggest helpful techniques or ask them to pause and develop a plan.

• The goal is to get everyone from one side of the room to the other, then back again.

• Share that Joseph’s family included over 70 people! Ask: “What might have happened to those people if 

Joseph had not forgiven his brothers?”

• Encourage kids to remember that just like in the game, their actions affect others. Forgiving others and 

seeking peace impacts us and others.

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Instruct the kids to open their Explorer Guides to “Respect Others.”
• Invite the kids to open their Bibles and briefly review 1 Peter 3:8-12. Help 

kids unscramble the words in “Peter’s Instructions.”
• Say: “Let’s talk about the ‘Word to Know’ for today.” Review the word and 

challenge the kids to locate it in today’s Bible passage.
• Ask for volunteers to read aloud about the grain storage and Bar Yosef 

waterway. Guide the kids to locate the names of “Joseph’s Brothers.”
• Reveal the “Connection Statement” by inviting one of the kids to attach 

it to the wall near the “Text Truth Strips.” Ask the kids to read them both 
aloud as a group.

• Review today’s object, the olive branch.

PRAYER TIME
• Discuss why we sometimes have difficulty forgiving people and how 

humility helps.
• Ask the kids to think of people they know who need forgiveness. Have 

them consider praying for God to help them when they need to forgive as 
well as anyone they know who needs to repent and ask for forgiveness.

• Close in prayer.

TOOLS:
Bibles, Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

TECH CONNECT 
(OPTIONAL)
• Prior to class, download 

the Explore the Bible: Kids 
Family App. 

• Use the activity labeled 
“Explorer Plus” on the app.

EXAMINE
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SMALL GROUP

PAPER STREAMER GLOVES
Tools: streamers (at least 1 roll per child)

• This can be a race or simply a fun activity for 
everyone to do at the same time.

• Have each kid stand in an open area holding 
the end of the paper streamer. The rolled end 
will sit on the floor.

• If possible, it is twice as much fun to have a 
roll for each hand.

• The objective is to wrap the streamers around 
the hand without touching the roll.

• Make exceptions for torn streamers or 
obstacles that interfere with fair play. After 
kids play for a minute or two, pause the game.

• Ask: “Who remembers the Text Truth?” Let 
the kids respond by reciting the Text Truth: 
God tells us to forgive others and seek peace.

• Say: “Since Joseph was willing to work 
together with his brothers, we can work 
together too!” Instruct the kids to find a 
partner to repeat the activity.

• As pairs, have the kids link arms at the wrists 
or elbows and pass the streamers back and 
forth to wrap their linked arms.

• Identify any instances when kids show 
patience and consideration toward their 
partners. Explain that those are ways to 
practice forgiveness. Help them see that 
forgiveness might not always be as dramatic 
as Joseph’s example.

• Help kids break free and clean up all of the 
streamers.

BOOKS OF THE  
BIBLE BLOCKS
Tools: interlocking blocks, “Books of the Bible 
Cards” (enhanced CD)

 ¨ Randomly scatter the “Books of the Bible 

Cards” facedown on a table.
 ¨ If blocks are not available, substitute paper 

clips, sticky notes, or any other items that 

can link together to illustrate the win.

• Have the kids take turns selecting six cards. 

They will return the cards after each selection. 

Ensure the Old Testament and New Testament 

books are mixed up well throughout the 
scattered cards.

• The cards from the Old Testament represent 

the number of interlocking blocks they can 
take. In other words, if five selected cards 
are from the Old Testament, that kid gets five 

blocks.
• The New Testament cards represent the 

number of blocks to be given to another 
player. Decide in advance whether this should 

be a strategic choice determined by each 
player or a more structured approach, such as 

alphabetical order.
• If a player is given blocks during someone 

else’s turn, as they receive them they must 
recite the Text Truth. God tells us to forgive 

others and seek peace.
• The goal is to have the most blocks in the end 

to build the largest structure.
• This game can also be played as teams. The 

only differences are that they will share the 

blocks and say the Text Truth in unison.
• Review the Bible story as kids collect their 

blocks.

MOVE
BUILD
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Talk About Your Faith
1 Peter 3:13-22

In addition to the recurring themes of hope, suffering, and holiness, Peter also utilizes 
the Scriptures of his day—the Old Testament—to provide a biblical foundation for his 
teaching. Peter emphasizes the same concepts, although in an unexpected way—he 
turned to the life and times of Noah from the Book of Genesis (Genesis 6–9). There are two 
significant points about Peter’s inclusion of Noah in 1 Peter 2. 

First, Noah boldly proclaimed God’s truth (2 Peter 2:5). We actually know very little 
about Noah’s preaching, but we know that during his very long task of building the ark, 
he was a witness to God’s revelation (Hebrews 11:7). But, no one outside Noah’s family was 
persuaded by his message—no one else was found righteous in God’s eyes. What a striking 
illustration of faithful proclamation of God’s truth!

Second, the ark and the waters of the flood were critical for Noah and his family. The 
ark represents salvation from drowning, and the waters of the flood were an important 
part of that salvation because they buoyed Noah above the destruction. Peter came to 
think of Christ as the “ark of salvation,” with water baptism as a sign of that salvation, 
symbolizing cleansing from sin. First Peter encourages readers (then and today) to hold fast 
to this salvation in the midst of persecution or trouble—to pursue holiness in the midst of 
suffering and always be ready to tell about the “ark of salvation”—Jesus Christ. 

Session 6
Session 6: Talk About Your Faith
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OVERVIEW

GET 
STARTED
10 MINUTES

BIBLE 
STUDY

35 MINUTES

SMALL 
GROUP

30 MINUTES

NOTE: Downloadable versions of DVD items are available in the Digital Video Bundle. 
Downloadable versions of enhanced CD items are available in the Music and Print Extras Bundle.
For free online training on how to lead a group, visit ministrygrid.com/web/explorethebible.

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE: 1 Peter 3:13-22
CONNECTION PASSAGES: Acts 17:16-34
FAMILY MEMORY VERSE: 1 Peter 3:15
TEXT TRUTH: We should always be ready to tell people about Jesus with kindness and 
respect.

GET STARTED TOOLS
 ¨ Candy Trail: “Bible 
Book Cards,” “Allergy 
Alert” (enhanced CD); 
individually wrapped 
candy or other non-food 
prizes 

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS
 ¨ Jumping In: Family 
Cards, “Areopagus” 
(DVD-ROM)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “Christ in Context: 
1 Peter” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Tell the Bible Story: 
Bibles, “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack),  
“The Gospel” (enhanced 
CD)

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“1 Peter 3:15” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

SMALL GROUP TOOLS
 ¨ Explorer Guide: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

 ¨ Move: spoons, 
individually wrapped 
candy, “Allergy Alert” 
(enhanced CD), music

 ¨ Examine: paper towel 
rolls, balls

 ¨ Review: bubble wrap, 
numbered cubes, “Review 
Questions” (enhanced 
CD)
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BIBLE STORY

CHRIST IN CONTEXT:
The Book of 1 Peter reminds 
believers that they will face 
difficult times because of 
their belief in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus Christ suffered as the 
spotless lamb to pay the price 
for our sin. He was rejected 
by men, but has become the 
cornerstone on which believers 
have a firm foundation. The 
Book of 1 Peter encourages 
believers to live godly lives and 
hope in the future coming of 
the eternal King.

CONNECTION 
STATEMENT:
Paul seized the opportunity to 
tell the Athenians the gospel 
message.

PAUL’S SERMON IN ATHENS
CONNECTION PASSAGE: Acts 17:16-34
Paul was in the city of Athens waiting for Silas and Timothy to join him. As 
he looked around the city, he noticed that it was full of idols. Paul went to 
the synagogue and tried to reason with the Jews and those who worshiped 
God. He tried to tell the people in the marketplace the truth about God and 
Jesus. 

The philosophers tried to argue with Paul. Eventually they took Paul to 
a part of the city called the Areopagus [ehr ih AHP uh guhs] and asked 
Paul to explain more about what he was teaching. They said, “What you say 
sounds strange to us and we want to know what you mean.” The people in 
Athens liked to sit and listen to people talk about new ideas.

Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens! I see 
that you are extremely religious. I saw all the objects of your worship in the 
city. I even saw an altar labeled, ‘To An Unknown God.’”

Paul continued, “The God who made the world and everything in it does 
not live in shrines that people build. He doesn’t need people to serve Him 
because He gives people life and breath. God commands all people to repent. 
One day, He will judge the world through the man (Jesus) He has chosen. 
God gave proof of this when He raised Jesus from the dead.” 

Some of the people didn’t like Paul’s message, but some of the people 
wanted to hear Paul again. And some of the people believed what Paul 
preached about Jesus.

KEY CONNECTIONS TO 1 PETER 
CORE PASSAGE: 1 Peter 3:13-22

• When people ask us why we have hope, we should be ready to tell them 
about Jesus.

• We should be respectful and kind when we tell others about Jesus.
• Those who suffer because they obey God are blessed.
• Jesus suffered to pay the price for our sin.
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GET STARTED

TOOLS:
“Bible Book Cards,” “Allergy 
Alert” (enhanced CD); 
individually wrapped candy or 
other non-food prizes

TIP: 
Limit the amount of candy 
eaten during the activity to 3 
or 4 pieces. Allow kids to take 
home the remaining candy 
winnings to enjoy later.

GET STARTED (10 MINUTES)

CANDY TRAIL
• Ask: “Are there things you know how to do because you learned what 

you needed to know and practiced?” Encourage the kids to give different 
examples of their skills and abilities. Include ideas of things the kids 
might not consider, such as taking care of a pet or making a better grade 
in a particular subject in school.

• Say: “When we come together to study the Bible, we’re learning new 
information every time. Even when we discuss familiar things, God has 
more to teach us. We can never finish learning from God. That’s exciting, 
because that means we can continue to improve and become more and 
more of what He wants us to be.”

• Explain that some of the things we can do to learn the Bible better are 
practicing basic facts. Assure the kids that God does not compare our 
knowledge to others. He only asks that we continue making the effort to 
learn what He wants us to know.

• Say: “Today, we have a fun and rewarding way to practice the Books of 
the Bible.”

• Provide copies of the “Bible Book Cards” for each pair of kids.
• Assist the kids in placing the cards in order along tables.
• Put candy on cards incrementally. Perhaps on every sixth or eighth card.
• The kids will work together with their partners to practice learning the 

books of the Bible in order. As they master the order up to the first pieces 
of candy, they can recite it to each other. If they get through it without 
any mistakes, they can eat the candy.

• Practicing together does not mean they have to stay on the same pace. If 
they are at different learning levels, they can take turns working on their 
individual sections.

• Transition to Bible Study.
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BIBLE STUDY

TOOLS:
Bibles; “Areopagus” (DVD-
ROM); “Christ in Context: 
1 Peter,” “1 Peter 3:15,” “Text 
Truth Strips,” (Poster Pack); 
“The Gospel” (enhanced CD); 
Explore the Bible on Location 
video; Family Cards

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMPING IN
• Distribute the Family Cards and display the “Areopagus” visual. Describe 

the object for the session.
• Say: “This is probably the place where Paul was taken in Athens to defend 

what He was telling people about Jesus. Some of the people accepted new 
ideas and were eager listeners. Unfortunately, others were offended that 
he challenged their beliefs. He was bothered that so many people were 
believing the wrong things that he couldn’t keep from telling them the 
truth—the gospel of Jesus. Imagine the boldness it requires to tell large 
crowds of people that they’re wrong.”

• Continue: “People don’t like to be wrong. They want agreement and 
encouragement. They might become defensive if they’re challenged by 
the truth.”

• Discuss why people need to hear the truth of Jesus, even if it’s 
uncomfortable. Give the kids time to explain what they understand that 
truth to be.

• Say: “There are many people today who haven’t heard about Jesus or are 
very confused about Him. We might encounter situations when people 
need to hear the truth. Always be loving, but never be afraid to tell God’s 
message.”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Encourage the kids to open their Bibles to 1 Peter 3:13.
• Say: “One of the ways we can honor Christ is to be able to explain our 

trust in Him even when we struggle through tough times.”
• Read or have the kids help read 1 Peter 3:13-17.
• Say: “Living for Jesus at all times will prepare you for when you are 

challenged. Knowing Him should never depend on the circumstances. 
Either you have faith, or you don’t. Life’s changes will never destroy 
our relationship with Jesus. They only reveal the true nature of that 
relationship. Evaluate your faith. Determine if it is genuine and will 
persevere in times of trouble.”

• Read or have the kids help read 1 Peter 3:18-22.
• Say: “Christ has gone before us, and He is our example. His resurrection 

is a confirmation of His promise to raise us to life as well.”
• Display the “Christ in Context: 1 Peter” poster.
• Conclude: “The hope we have is through Jesus. His promise of salvation 

extends through eternity. Nothing on earth is more valuable or powerful 
than His love. He is the reason for our hope.”

THE BIBLE STORY
• Move all the kids to a corner of the room, and have them sit very closely 

together on the floor. Insist that they stay quiet and still while they 
listen.

49Session 6: Talk About Your Faith



BIBLE STUDY

• Say: “There are many people around the world who do not have 
comfortable rooms to meet in. They have to be careful about who they 
tell about Jesus and when they talk about God. They meet secretly to 
learn the Bible and praise God. Some of them even share Bibles because 
not many are available. Even in a difficult situation, they are ready and 
want to tell others about Jesus when they can.”

• Ask: “What do you think they tell people when they are asked what they 
believe?” Allow the kids to speculate.

• Introduce “The Gospel” to discuss the sacrifice of Jesus. Emphasize the 
need for forgiveness as sinners and that Jesus is the only one who can 
offer forgiveness.

• If necessary, allow the kids to move to where they would normally sit.
• Tell the Bible story using the included script as a guide. 
• Say: “Paul was often faced with opposition. Sometimes he suffered 

because of his willingness to tell people about Jesus. Those who suffer 
because they obey God, are blessed. The Bible promised this to us.”

• Say: “God’s love endures even when we face difficulties. We never have 
to rely on our own arguments or strengths to overcome opposition. God 
will help us know what to say when we have studied His Word. All we 
have to do is trust Him.”

• Post the “Text Truth Strip” on the wall and lead the kids in reading it 
together. We should always be ready to tell people about Jesus with 
kindness and respect.

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Say: “Name something that you prepare for.” After kids share, say: 

“Kaileigh has spent some time preparing for a special visit. Let’s see 
where she went and why.”

• Play the “Session 6” video.
• Ask: “What did Kaileigh do to try to be ready to visit the Parthenon? 

What should we do to be ready to tell other people about Jesus?”

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
• Review the previous week’s verse, 1 Peter 3:8.
• Display the “1 Peter 3:15” poster.
• Lead the group in reading it together.
• Explain that memorizing this verse with their families will help everyone 

remember that we should always be ready to tell people about Jesus 
with kindness and respect.

PRAYER
• Say: “The Bible warns that Christians might suffer. God knows that 

sometimes they suffer because people need to hear about Him.”
• Read the Text Truth: We should always be ready to tell people about 

Jesus with kindness and respect.
• Close in prayer, and dismiss to Small Group.

50 Explore the Bible: Older Kids



SMALL GROUP

SPOONFUL OF CANDY
Tools: spoons, individually wrapped candy, music, “Allergy Alert” (enhanced CD)

 ¨ Option: Substitute pom-poms or marbles for the candy.

• Form teams and provide a spoon to each team.

• Place several pieces of candy on a table on the opposite side of the room.

• Begin playing a song.

• Each team will send a member across the room to pick up a piece of candy with the spoon. Only the spoon 

can touch the candy. Even if any falls to the floor, it must be retrieved with a spoon.

• When a player returns to his respective group with the candy, he must read or recite the Text Truth: We should 

always be ready to tell people about Jesus with kindness and respect.

• Immediately after the Text Truth has been recited, the next player may take the spoon across the room to 

retrieve another piece of candy.

• Play continues until the song ends.

• Have the kids count their candy to determine the winning team. If there was any sampling, remind the kids 

that empty wrappers do not count.

• If the candy counts were close, it means the teams were evenly matched. If not, restructure the teams with 

different kids on each team.

• Initiate another round with a new song. Repeat the game as long as time allows.

TOOLS:
Bibles, Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

TECH CONNECT 
(OPTIONAL)
• Prior to class, download 

the Explore the Bible: Kids 
Family App. 

• Use the activity labeled 
“Explorer Plus” on the app.

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Instruct the kids to open their Explorer Guides to today’s pages.
• Invite the kids to open their Bibles and briefly review 1 Peter 3:13-22. 

Help kids complete “Tell About Jesus.” Challenge the kids to explain why 
it matters if believers are respectful to others.

• Say: “Let’s talk about the ‘Word to Know’ for today.” Give the kids 
plenty of time to locate it in today’s passage and discuss any thoughts or 
questions they have.

• Lead kids to review the Bible story by answering the questions in “Story 
Review.” Invite a volunteer to read aloud the information about “Athens.” 
Ask another volunteer to read aloud the information about the Greeks 
during Paul’s time.

• Introduce the “Connection Statement” by reading it aloud and posting it 
on the wall. Review today’s object, Mars Hill.

PRAYER TIME
• Invite the kids to contribute to a prayer by each giving one example of 

how they need God to help them care about the salvation of others. 
Suggest topics such as selflessness, respect for others, love for God, and 
awareness of sin. Close the prayer expressing gratitude for God’s concern 
for us and provision of grace. MOVE
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SMALL GROUP

BUBBLE WRAP REVIEW
Tools: bubble wrap, numbered cubes, “Review 
Questions” (enhanced CD)

 ¨ Print “Review Questions” for the previous 
lessons.

• Ask a volunteer to read the Text Truth aloud. 
We should always be ready to tell people 
about Jesus with kindness and respect.

• Invite the kids to discuss what they would 
tell people if they had an opportunity to talk 
about Jesus.

• Commend all responses, and give special 
affirmation to anything related to salvation.

• Say: “When we meet together to study the 
Bible, we are learning more about God and 
how to live for Him. Every time we meet, we 
learn more that we can share with others. 
Let’s play a game that will help us recall 
things we’ve learned in previous weeks.”

• Unroll a long strip of bubble wrap and place 
on a table or tape to a wall. Ensure that there 
are plenty of unpopped bubbles available for 
the game.

• Have the kids take turns rolling the numbered 
cubes and answering review questions.

• If they answer correctly they get to pop the 
number of bubbles they roll.

• Consider if this will work best in teams, if 
some kids are not familiar with the review 
material. They will either split the number 
of bubbles or there will need to be enough 
available for each team member.

BALL BALANCE
Tools: paper towel rolls, balls

 ¨ It will work best if the balls are wider than 

the rolls so that they do not fit inside the 

rolls. If necessary, heavyweight paper can be 

taped into rolls to accommodate the widths 

of the balls.

• Form pairs.
• Give each kid an empty paper towel roll or 

other similarly shaped item.
• Have them stand across from their partners 

holding a ball between their paper towel rolls. 

• The kids will attempt to maneuver around 
simple obstacles, such as chairs and tables, 

without dropping the balls. They will cross to 

a designated point on one side of the room, 

then return to their starting positions.
• Randomly go to all the kids, asking them 

to recite the Text Truth: We should always 
be ready to tell people about Jesus with 
kindness and respect.

• Ask questions from the Bible study to 
illustrate how difficult it can be to be ready 

with a kind and accurate response when there 

is another task taking priority.
• Ask: “Were you ready to answer my questions? 

Has anyone ever asked you about Jesus but 

you were distracted by other things?”
• Share: “Being ready to tell people about Jesus 

is easier if we have already thought about 
what we would say about Jesus.”

• If the challenge proves to be too easy, have 
them work in groups of three or four rather 
than pairs. As they improve, combine the 
groups until everyone is in a single group 
moving across the room.

REVIEWEXAMINE
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Love Others
1 Peter 4:1-11

Although Peter did not refer specifically to “the kingdom” or “kingdom of God,” he had 
heard Jesus teach at length on this topic. Therefore, it is no surprise that in this letter, Peter 
reflected “kingdom thinking.” Consider the following:

The kingdom of God—God’s rule or reign because of the Messiah’s arrival—began 
in earnest with His own miracle-working ministry (Matthew 12:28). At the same time, 
our Lord knew that a future kingdom had not yet come in its final glorious form. The 
magnificent consummation of the kingdom awaits the King’s return, when He will be the 
Judge, and the righteous will inherit the kingdom prepared for them (Matthew 25:34). 

In other words, Jesus taught that there’s an “already” and a “not yet” perspective that 
His followers are to adopt regarding the kingdom of God. That’s really the essence of what 
Peter was saying in this week’s passage. Believers have already begun to experience the 
reality of the kingdom; therefore, Christians need to live out the rest of our earthly days 
as kingdom citizens, following Christ in holiness and relating to the world around us 
wisely. On the other hand, Jesus’ followers wait patiently for the coming of the Lord when 
final judgment arrives and every creature in the universe acknowledges the One who is 
deserving of all power and glory forever and ever (1 Peter 4:11). 

When believers understand the overwhelming anticipation of the coming kingdom of 
God and the manifestation of His glory on earth (the “not yet”), it makes a difference in the 
way they live out the “here and now.” Believers are called to love and serve others in the 
“here and now,” exhibiting the love of their Savior and the hope of an even greater joy to 
come. 

Session 7
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OVERVIEW

GET 
STARTED
10 MINUTES

BIBLE 
STUDY

35 MINUTES

SMALL 
GROUP

30 MINUTES

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE: 1 Peter 4:1-11*
CONNECTION PASSAGES: John 13:1-20
FAMILY MEMORY VERSE: 1 Peter 4:9
TEXT TRUTH: Use your gifts to serve others with love.

NOTE: Downloadable versions of DVD items are available in the Digital Video Bundle. 
Downloadable versions of enhanced CD items are available in the Music and Print Extras Bundle.
For free online training on how to lead a group, visit ministrygrid.com/web/explorethebible.

*For age appropriate reasons, kids will be focusing on 1 Peter 4:7-11.

GET STARTED TOOLS
 ¨ Category Challenge: 
“Bible Books” (Books of 
the Bible Posters), “Bible 
Book Cards” (enhanced 
CD) 

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS
 ¨ Jumping In: Family 
Cards, “Wash Basin” 
(DVD-ROM)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “Christ in Context: 
1 Peter” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Tell the Bible Story: 
Bibles, “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“1 Peter 4:9” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

SMALL GROUP TOOLS
 ¨ Explorer Guide: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(enhanced CD)

 ¨ Messy: confetti, plate
 ¨ Make: “Boomerang” 
(enhanced CD), 
scissors, markers, paper, 
cardboard, heavyweight 
paper

 ¨ Examine: “Bible Book 
Cards” (enhanced CD)
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BIBLE STORY

CHRIST IN CONTEXT:
The Book of 1 Peter reminds 
believers that they will face 
difficult times because of 
their belief in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus Christ suffered as the 
spotless lamb to pay the price 
for our sin. He was rejected 
by men, but has become the 
cornerstone on which believers 
have a firm foundation. The 
Book of 1 Peter encourages 
believers to live godly lives and 
hope in the future coming of 
the eternal King.

CONNECTION 
STATEMENT:
Jesus demonstrated how to be 
a loving, humble servant.

JESUS IS A SERVANT
CONNECTION PASSAGE: John 13:1-20
Jesus and the disciples had gathered together in a room in the city of 
Jerusalem. Jesus knew that soon He would have to leave the disciples. 
Jesus loved the disciples. After supper, Jesus stood up and got a towel. He 
poured water into a bowl and began to wash and dry the disciples’ feet. 

When Jesus came to Peter, Peter asked, “Lord, are You going to wash my 
feet?”

Jesus told Peter, “What I am doing, you will not understand now. Later you 
will understand.”

When Jesus had washed all of their feet, He asked them, “Do you know 
what I have done for you?”

“You call Me your Teacher and Lord. If I, your Teacher and Lord, have 
washed your feet, you should wash each other’s feet. I have given you an 
example that you should do what I have done for you.”

Jesus also told the disciples, “Whoever receives anyone I send received Me, 
and the one who received Me receives Him who sent Me.” 

KEY CONNECTIONS TO 1 PETER 
CORE PASSAGE: 1 Peter 4:1-11

• Believers should be serious about praying.
• We should love each other.
• We should use our gifts and abilities to serve others. This brings glory to 

God.
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GET STARTED

GET STARTED (10 MINUTES)

CATEGORY CHALLENGE
• Say: “The books of the Bible were written by different people with 

different perspectives. One writer might have sent a letter to encourage 
fellow believers. Another might have documented important facts to 
keep a record of events. A different writer might have developed a song of 
praise.”

• Continue: “All the books of the Bible are inspired messages from God. A 
select group of men were tasked with sharing God’s message. God used 
these unique men to put together a varied collection of writings that 
combine to tell one story—God’s story.”

• Allow the kids to see the “Bible Books” poster briefly, then remove it from 
their sight.

• Designate nine places in the room as books of the Bible categories: Law, 
History, Poetry and Wisdom, Major Prophets, Minor Prophets, Gospels, 
Paul’s Letters, General Letters, and Prophecy.

• Pile the shuffled “Bible Book Cards” facedown in the center of the room.
• Form two teams, and have one team select a random card from the pile.
• Once selected, the team will place the card in whichever category they 

think it belongs.
• If it is placed correctly, that team earns two points.
• If it is placed incorrectly, the other team has a choice. They can attempt to 

earn one point by placing that same card in another category, or they can 
select a different random card for the chance to earn two points.

• Say: “God uses different people with different gifts to accomplish 
different tasks that work together to accomplish His goals. He made it 
happen when He used different writers to complete the Bible. He also 
makes it happen in our lives in many ways every day.”

• Conclude: “It’s important that we respect and love one another, because 
we all have a role in God’s plan.”

• Transition to Bible Study.

TOOLS:
“Bible Books” (Books of the 
Bible Posters), “Bible Book 
Cards” (enhanced CD)
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BIBLE STUDY

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMPING IN
• Ask: “If I showed you pictures of people holding hands, babies being 

cuddled, wedding rings, and heart shapes, what word would come to your 
mind?” Give the kids each a chance to respond with one word.

• Say: “Love. Those are common expressions of love. Sometimes images 
can immediately remind us of something. We’re going to look at an object 
today that will probably not be as obvious as heart shapes and wedding 
rings, but it definitely represents love.”

• Distribute the Family Cards and display the “Wash Basin” visual. 
Describe the object for the session.

• Say: “Jesus, the One who deserves to be served, gathered His disciples 
and served them by washing their feet. Imagine the humility of Jesus to 
offer such a gesture. It was an act of love.”

• Continue: “As we talk more about Jesus, think of how His example 
should influence the way we interact with others. Think about how 
ordinary things in our lives, such as wash basins, can be used as tools to 
show love to others.”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Encourage the kids to open their Bibles to 1 Peter 4:7.
• Say: “Our love for others is an expression of our love for God.”
• Read or have the kids help read 1 Peter 4:7-11.
• Say: “Growing closer in relationship with God will naturally lead to 

a greater love for others. It is something God requires, but it’s also 
something He helps us do. We can be confident that He will never give 
us a task without giving us the ability to accomplish it. Loving others 
is not always easy, but sometimes it’s much easier than we think. For 
example, showing love for one another is sometimes as simple as being 
considerate.”

• Display the “Christ in Context: 1 Peter” poster.
• Conclude: “We can be motivated to love others by the way Jesus loves us.”

THE BIBLE STORY
• Place a chair in the front of the room. Announce that the chair is a place 

of honor. Ask the kids to imagine someone sitting in the chair.
• Point to the floor in front of the chair. Ask the kids to imagine someone 

kneeling on the floor in front of the chair.
• Inquire: “If one person is sitting in the chair, and another is kneeling on 

the floor, which of those two people would most likely be the one being 
shown respect and honor?” Give the kids time to share their responses 
and explain their reasoning.

• Tell the Bible story using the included script as a guide.
• Refer back to the illustration of the chair. Ask the kids to imagine what it 

must have been like for the disciples to have Jesus lower Himself to wash 

TOOLS:
Bibles; “Wash 
Basin” (DVD-ROM); 
“Christ in Context: 1 Peter,” 
“1 Peter 4:9,” “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack); Explore 
the Bible on Location video; 
Family Cards

DEFINITION:
• humility: attitude of 

submission to God and 
gentleness toward other 
people
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BIBLE STUDY

their feet. He deserved their honor and service, yet He humbled Himself 
to serve them.

• Say: “He explained to them that they should not consider themselves too 
important to serve others. He was providing an example of humility and 
love in a simple gesture.”

• Post the “Text Truth Strip” on the wall, and have a volunteer read it aloud 
to the group. Use your gifts to serve others with love.

• Conclude: “There are many opportunities in life to show love to others. 
We can follow the example of Jesus and recognize that everyday tasks 
are meaningful ways to serve. We don’t have to insist on being treated 
better than others. We can honor God by humbling ourselves.”

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Say: “Today, we are going to learn about a group of people who serve 

others. Listen to discover who they serve and how they serve them.”
• Play the “Session 7” video.
• Ask: “How do the people at the Bridge serve others? How can our church 

serve others?” Allow kids to think and share their responses.

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
• Review the previous week’s verse, 1 Peter 3:15.
• Display the “1 Peter 4:9” poster.
• Offer someone an opportunity to lead the group in reading it together.
• Ask the kids to speculate on why God would want people to avoid 

complaining and grumbling. Suggest that they consider the positive 
impact of not complaining in addition to any negative impact it causes.

• Explain that memorizing this verse with their families will help everyone 
remember the Text Truth: Use your gifts to serve others with love.

PRAYER
• Say: “Prayer is one of the most important ways we can serve others. We 

don’t always see the results immediately, but prayer makes a difference. 
God has designed us all to have different strengths, so helping others 
can happen in many different ways. Remember the Text Truth: Use your 
gifts to serve others with love.”

• Close in prayer, and dismiss to Small Group.
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SMALL GROUP

TOOLS:
Bibles, Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

TECH CONNECT 
(OPTIONAL)
• Prior to class, download 

the Explore the Bible: Kids 
Family App. 

• Use the activity labeled 
“Explorer Plus” on the app.

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Instruct the kids to open their Explorer Guides to “Love Others.”
• Invite the kids to open their Bibles and briefly review 1 Peter 4:7-11. 

Guide kids to think about today’s Text Truth as they answer the 
questions in “My Gifts and Abilities.”

• Review the ‘Word to Know’ for today, and help the kids locate it in today’s 
Bible passage.

• Introduce the “Connection Statement” by selecting a kid to attach it to 
the wall. Have everyone read it aloud together.

• Allow one of the kids to read the Text Truth: Use your gifts to serve 
others with love. Ask the kids if they think Christ served others with 
love. Invite kids to complete the “Serving Crossword” to find the answer.

• Select volunteers to read aloud about the “Wash Basin,” the meaning of 
hospitality, and the ancient traveler’s inn.

PRAYER TIME
• Discuss ways the kids can be praying for one another throughout the 

week. Remind them that prayer is a way to serve others and spend time 
with God.

• Close in prayer.

PASS THE PLATE
Tools: confetti, plate

 ¨ Pile confetti on a plate. If necessary, cut scrap paper into small pieces to use as homemade confetti.

• Stand the kids in a row and hand the plate to the kid in front.

• They will pass the plate from the front of the row to the back without anyone touching the plate with their 

fingers or mouths. If the plate falls, loses confetti, or is mishandled, they must start over.

• The goal is to get it all the way to the end with some confetti still on the plate.

• Once they do, have them immediately return it to the front following the same rules.

• They should be able to successfully pass the plate after practicing. Have them repeat the activity, but include 

an extra step. This time each person must hold the plate long enough to say the Text Truth: Use your gifts to 

serve others with love.

• Confetti will no doubt fall off of the plate. Say: “You can see the impact of the confetti. Can you always see 

the impact you have on others? No. Does that change our Text Truth? No. When you use your gifts to serve 

others with love, it brings honor to God.”

• Invite kids to help clean up any pieces of fallen confetti.

MESSY
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SMALL GROUP

CARDBOARD 
BOOMERANGS
Tools: “Boomerang” (enhanced CD), scissors, 
markers, paper, cardboard, heavyweight paper

 ¨ Print a copy of “Boomerang” on heavyweight 

paper for each of the kids.

• Provide time for the kids to decorate their 
boomerangs and cut them out.

• Assist the kids in folding the edges of the 
boomerangs to ensure that they are even on 

all sides.
• Allow the kids to practice throwing the 

boomerangs around the room.
• Suggest that they cut the same shapes in 

regular paper and cardboard to compare the 

differences in how they fly.
• Ask for feedback on what the kids learned 

about their different boomerangs.
• Say: “The different types of materials 

probably made the boomerangs work 
differently. It was also important to throw 
them at certain angles and speeds. Small 
details could make a big difference. It’s the 

same with Christianity. Sometimes we can 
have a big impact by being willing to do small 

things.”
• Read the Text Truth: Use your gifts to serve 

others with love.
• Say: “We each have individual strengths and 

skills. Because God designed us to all be 
different, there are many different ways that 

we can serve others.”
• Conclude: “If you trust in Jesus and rely on 

Him, He will give you opportunities to show 

love to others for His glory.”

OLD TESTAMENT  NEW TESTAMENT CARDS
Tools: “Bible Book Cards” (enhanced CD)

• Say: “What’s our Text Truth this week?” Allow 
the kids to recite the Text Truth: Use your 
gifts to serve others with love.

• Ask the kids to recall ways today’s lesson 
teaches them to apply that truth.

• Say: “There are many ways we can serve 
others each day. Being kind is a way to serve 
others. Sometimes it can be as simple as 
listening when someone else is talking or 
waiting when it’s someone else’s turn. Let’s 
practice serving each other during our game. 
Playing fair and having a good attitude during 
a game is a way to show love to others and to 
God.”

• Have the kids choose five cards from the 
“Bible Book Cards” or distribute them to the 
kids.

• Lay the Genesis card face up in the center. 
The player with the Exodus card will put it 
face up on top of the Genesis card.

• Continue with Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, and so on.

• If no one holds the next card to be played, all 
players will choose a card until the right card 
is found. This might result in some players 
having several more cards than others.

• The first kid to discard all his cards wins the 
game.

• Encourage kids to help each other throughout 
the game. As you finish the game, ask kids to 
name other ways they can serve others.

MAKE EXAMINE
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Session 8: Remain Faithful During Persecution
Remain Faithful During 
Persecution
1 Peter 4:12-19

Peter suffered many things as a Christian. The Book of Acts tells how he was arrested 
multiple times, flogged, and even sentenced to death by King Herod (Acts 4:3; 5:18, 40; 
12:3-5). Two companions, Stephen and James, were martyred for their faith (7:58-60; 12:2). 
All this happened in Jerusalem, and the forces leading the opposition against these early 
believers were Jewish religious leaders. 

Neither Acts nor the rest of the New Testament describes other hostilities against Peter. 
What is certain is that, as the gospel radiated out from its original home in Jerusalem, 
Gentile religious and political leaders joined the fray to put a stop to followers of Jesus. The 
latter part of Acts illustrates how this worked out in the life and ministry of Paul. Acts ends 
with Paul waiting for the emperor Nero to hear his appeal regarding charges against him, 
sometime in the early AD 60s. 

During the first years of Nero’s rule, he was a competent (if immoral) administrator. 
Paul was confident he would get a fair hearing before Nero. The defining event of Nero’s 
reign was the fire of Rome, which destroyed half the city in AD 64. The cause of the 
fire—accident or arson—is uncertain. It is reasonably clear, however, that the people 
of the city blamed the emperor, and in order to shift the blame, Nero targeted Rome’s 
Christians. Whether his vicious treatment extended to the provinces where Peter’s first 
epistle was sent is unknown, yet surely these believers knew about it. Whatever suffering 
they experienced, their faith was bolstered by Peter’s counsel to them about finding joy 
whenever they suffered unjustly for Christ’s name. Peter encouraged his readers to trust 
God in difficult times—a truth as relevant today as it was then. As believers, we can hope 
in the sufficiency and providence of Christ.

Session 8
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OVERVIEW

GET 
STARTED
10 MINUTES

BIBLE 
STUDY

35 MINUTES

SMALL 
GROUP

30 MINUTES

NOTE: Downloadable versions of DVD items are available in the Digital Video Bundle. 
Downloadable versions of enhanced CD items are available in the Music and Print Extras Bundle.
For free online training on how to lead a group, visit ministrygrid.com/web/explorethebible.

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE: 1 Peter 4:12-19
CONNECTION PASSAGE: Acts 16:16-36
FAMILY MEMORY VERSE: John 16:33
TEXT TRUTH: Be faithful to God even during difficult times.

GET STARTED TOOLS
 ¨ New Toys: socks, string, 
bottle caps, plastic bags 

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS
 ¨ Jumping In: Family 
Cards, “Ostracon” (DVD-
ROM)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “Christ in Context: 
1 Peter” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Tell the Bible Story: 
Bibles, “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“John 16:33” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

SMALL GROUP TOOLS
 ¨ Explorer Guide: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

 ¨ Move: streamers

 ¨ Explore: “Calendar” 
(enhanced CD), pens, age 
appropriate persecuted 
reference materials

 ¨ Make: stationary, craft 
paper, glue, markers, 
scissors

62 Explore the Bible: Older Kids



BIBLE STORY

CHRIST IN CONTEXT:
The Book of 1 Peter reminds 
believers that they will face 
difficult times because of 
their belief in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus Christ suffered as the 
spotless lamb to pay the price 
for our sin. He was rejected 
by men, but has become the 
cornerstone on which believers 
have a firm foundation. The 
Book of 1 Peter encourages 
believers to live godly lives and 
hope in the future coming of 
the eternal King.

CONNECTION 
STATEMENT:
Paul and Silas were faithful to 
God and praised Him during 
difficult times.

KEY CONNECTIONS TO 
1 PETER 
CORE PASSAGE: 
1 Peter 4:12-19
• Don’t be surprised when you 

are tested.
• Rejoice when you suffer 

because you love and follow 
Jesus.

• You glorify God when you 
suffer because you are a 
“Christian.”

• Do what is good while 
trusting God your Creator.

PAUL AND SILAS IN PRISON
CONNECTION PASSAGE: Acts 16:16-36
Paul and Silas had traveled to the city of Philippi. One day they were on 
their way to pray when they encountered a girl who was controlled by an 
evil spirit. The girl’s owners used her as a fortune-teller to make money 
for them. The girl followed Paul and Silas and called out, “These men who 
talk about salvation are slaves of the Most High God.” For several days, she 
followed Paul and Silas, calling this out. Paul became greatly annoyed and 
turned to the evil spirit and commanded in the name of Jesus that it leave 
the girl. The spirit left, and the girl’s owners were angry that they wouldn’t 
be able to use the girl to make money as a fortune-teller. 

The men seized Paul and Silas. They dragged them to the chief magistrates 
and claimed that Paul and Silas were disturbing the city. A mob of people 
attacked Paul and Silas. They were beaten and thrown in jail. Their jailer 
was ordered to keep them guarded securely. 

That night, Paul and Silas sang hymns and prayed to God. At midnight, as 
they sang and prayed, a violent earthquake shook the jail. Paul and Silas 
were freed. All of the prisoners’ doors and chains were opened. When the 
jailer saw that the doors were opened, he wanted to kill himself. He thought 
the prisoners had escaped. 

Suddenly Paul called out, “Stop! We are still here.” 

The jailer ran to Paul and Silas and asked, “What must I do to be saved?”

“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved!” Paul and Silas shared 
the message of salvation with the jailer and his family. The entire family 
believed and was baptized. The jailer washed Paul and Silas’ wounds and 
took them home and fed them. He was so happy because he and his entire 
family believed in Jesus Christ as their Savior.

The next day, Paul and Silas were released from jail.

63Session 8: Remain Faithful During Persecution



GET STARTED

TOOLS:
socks, string, bottle caps, 
plastic bags

GET STARTED (10 MINUTES)

NEW TOYS
• Ask: “What are some of your favorite things to do every day?” Wait for 

the kids to tell of several games and activities that they participate in 
regularly.

• Encourage a brief discussion of all the latest games and electronics they 
are hoping to get soon.

• Ask: “Do you think kids in other parts of the world have similar toys and 
pets and games that they play with every day?” Encourage the kids to 
speculate about the common activities of kids their age around the world.

• Invite three volunteers to the front of the room.
• Say: “I want to show you some new toys.”
• Give them a sock, a string, a handful of bottle caps, and a plastic bag.
• Say: “I thought you might like to play with these.” Give the kids a 

moment to react, then offer time for them to think of ways they can use 
the items for play. If they cannot think of creative ways to play with the 
items, offer other volunteers a chance to play with them. If time allows, 
give all the kids a chance to experiment with the items.

• Initiate a discussion about why kids would play with such items rather 
than dolls, video games, or bicycles.

• Explain that many kids around the world would consider it a luxury to 
own a toy. Discuss a variety of circumstances that affect people’s quality 
of life.

• Say: “Some kids are in unfortunate, poor situations, because of their faith 
in Jesus. Some families are so mistreated because of their beliefs that 
they aren’t allowed to safely work, go to school, or even live comfortably.”

• Challenge the kids to evaluate their expectations of what God will 
provide, and whether they would rejoice in Him if their only toy was 
string.

• Transition to Bible Study.
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BIBLE STUDY

TOOLS:
Bibles; “Ostracon” (DVD-
ROM); “Christ in Context: 
1 Peter,” “John 16:33,” “Text 
Truth Strips” (Poster Pack); 
Explore the Bible on Location 
video; Family Cards

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMPING IN
• Distribute the Family Cards and display the “Ostracon” visual. Describe 

the object for the session.
• Discuss the object, and ask the kids if they have ever thought much 

about the believers throughout history.
• Say: “When we look at the hymn on this broken piece of pottery, we 

know it was inscribed by someone long ago. It can seem like we have no 
connection to people who lived in the past, especially if there is no family 
link or cultural similarities.”

• Ask: “What do we have in common with the person who wrote this 
hymn?” Guide the kids to recognize Jesus as the link around the world 
and throughout all time.

• Assure the kids that believers are part of a significant group. God’s plan 
encompasses those from every generation and every geographic location. 
We are privileged to be united in faith as part of His story.

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Encourage the kids to open their Bibles to 1 Peter 4:12.
• Say: “Accepting the truth of Jesus means understanding that there 

are no other gods and all people need Him. That is offensive to some 
people. Sometimes those people will hurt others who don’t believe the 
same things they believe. Mistreatment based on religious beliefs is 
persecution.”

• Read or have the kids help read 1 Peter 4:12-19.
• Say: “We might not understand all of life’s struggles, but we can trust 

God and faithfully praise Him in every circumstance. Regardless of any 
wrong committed toward us or God, we can remain blameless in our 
responses. We can rely on God to correct injustice and give purpose to 
every experience.”

• Display the “Christ in Context: 1 Peter” poster.
• Conclude: “There was purpose for Jesus to endure suffering on our 

behalf. We can trust that there is also purpose if we endure suffering on 
His behalf.”

THE BIBLE STORY
• Say: “Every verse in the Bible is amazing and helps us know God better. 

It would be an exaggeration to say that they are all equally interesting. 
A list of names, for example, might not always seem as thrilling as an 
account of Jesus’ resurrection.”

• Invite the kids to share their favorite verses, people, or events from 
Scripture.

• Say: “The story we’re discussing today is dramatic. It’s an amazing 
example of Jesus’ authority to rescue people from both struggle and sin.”

• Tell the Bible story using the included script as a guide.
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BIBLE STUDY

• Give the kids a chance to discuss key points from the story. Allow them 
to focus on any aspects they prefer as long as time allows.

• Say: “There are many things in this story that we could spend a lot of 
time studying. With the time we have today, I want to talk specifically 
about two things. First, Paul and Silas were mistreated, yet they 
trusted God. Second, their faith throughout their suffering made them 
instrumental in the salvation of an entire family.”

• Ask a volunteer to post the “Text Truth Strip” on the wall and read it 
aloud to the group. Be faithful to God even during difficult times.

• Say: “Paul and Silas were not surprised by how they were treated. They 
rejoiced, not because they enjoyed suffering, but because they knew they 
could rely on God even as they endured suffering. We shouldn’t be caught 
off guard by times of testing. We can trust God’s plan with the same 
faith as Paul and Silas.”

• Continue: “We might not always be able to see the evidence of exactly 
what purpose God has for our suffering. In this example, it’s clear that 
God was allowing Paul and Silas to be involved in the spiritual turning 
point for that family. Temporary discomfort became eternal blessings.”

• Conclude by asking the kids for any final thoughts about the story. 
Emphasize the importance of trusting God regardless of circumstances 
and how that can be a way that God blesses us and others.

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Say: “Raise your hand if you have experienced an earthquake before. 

Today, Joel is going to help us understand more about earthquakes and 
what it means to be faithful to God even during difficult times.”

• Play the “Session 8” video.
• Ask: “How did Reelfoot Lake form? What happened during an 

earthquake in today’s Bible story? What did Peter tell believers about 
hard times?”

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
• Review the previous week’s verse, 1 Peter 4:9.
• Display the “John 16:33” poster. Explain that memorizing this verse with 

their families will help everyone remember to be faithful to God even 
during difficult times.

• Allow 4-5 volunteers to take turns leading everyone to read the verse 
together.

PRAYER
• Say: “Life can be complicated. God doesn’t promise that things will 

always be easy. In fact, we know from Paul’s example that following God 
can sometimes make things even more complicated. It’s worthwhile to 
stay focused on the Lord. He remains with us no matter what.”

• Read the Text Truth: Be faithful to God even during difficult times.
• Close in prayer, and dismiss to Small Group.

66 Explore the Bible: Older Kids



SMALL GROUP

STREAMER TOSS
Tools: streamers

• Say: “I hope you can remember our Text Truth. You’re going to need it for this activity!” If the kids need to, 

help them practice the Text Truth: Be faithful to God even during difficult times.

• Have the kids stand in a circle and give one of them a roll of streamers.

• The kid holding the streamers will say the first word of the Text Truth. He should wrap the streamers around 

himself. He will then toss the streamers to the person opposite from him in the circle. That kid will say the 

second word of the Text Truth, wrap the streamers around herself, and toss it across the circle. Each kid 

who catches the streamers will add another word of the Text Truth. They should wrap the streamers around 

themselves each time they catch it. Play continues until they have completed the Text Truth.

• The goal is to get through the Text Truth without making a mistake or breaking the streamers. If either 

happens, they have to start over.

• If they do well, have them repeat the activity, trying to get through it faster each time.

• To add difficulty, include multiple rolls of streamers to be tossed simultaneously, and have everyone say the 

words of the Text Truth in unison.

• Ask: “How can remembering this Text Truth (be faithful to God even during difficult times) help you?”

TOOLS:
Bibles, Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statement” 
(Poster Pack)

TECH CONNECT 
(OPTIONAL)
• Prior to class, download 

the Explore the Bible: Kids 
Family App. 

• Use the activity labeled 
“Explorer Plus” on the app.

MOVE

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Instruct the kids to open their Explorer Guides to “Remain Faithful 

During Persecution.”
• Invite the kids to open their Bibles and briefly review 1 Peter 4:12-19. 

Encourage kids to remember reasons they have to praise God by solving 
the puzzles in “Reasons to Praise.” 

• Ask a volunteer to read about what causes an earthquake. Direct kids’ 
attention to the traditional location of the prison. Invite kids to think 
about how they would have responded in Paul and Silas’ circumstances. 

• Read aloud the information about the “Ostracon.”
• Review the “Word to Know” for today. Assist kids in locating the word in 

today’s Bible passage.
• Compare the “Connection Statement” and Text Truth. Allow the kids to 

share any thoughts about what we can learn from each. 

PRAYER TIME
• Ask the kids to compare whether it would be more difficult to be faithful 

to God during good times or bad times. Help them imagine scenarios 
that test faithfulness. Help them recognize that faith is not based on 
external circumstances.

• Close in prayer.
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SMALL GROUP

PERSECUTED 
PRAYER CALENDAR
Tools: “Calendar” (enhanced CD), pens, age-
appropriate persecuted reference materials

 ¨ Prior to meeting, print a “Calendar” for every 

kid in the group. Also, gather names, groups, 

or countries representing those who are 

currently being persecuted. The International 

Mission Board can provide helpful resources, 

if necessary.

• Begin the activity by reminding the kids of the 

somber realities of persecution. Allow them 

to ask any questions, and openly discuss any 

appropriate examples of persecution that will 

help them recognize the common thread of 
faith that unites all believers.

• Say: “Even if we are not experiencing 
persecution ourselves, we stand with those 
who are. We share the same God, and we rely 

on the same power to answer prayers.”
• Give each kid a pen and a calendar. Note 

the empty boxes. Ask them to write specific 

reminders for each day. For example, one kid 

might choose to pray for a particular people 

group on Monday. He will write the name 
of that group in the square designated for 
Monday.

• Say: “This is an opportunity to support fellow 

believers. You can pray for the persecuted to 

have the strength to be faithful to God even 

during difficult times. It’s a loving way to 
be blessed by what God is doing around the 

world.”

MISSION CARDS
Tools: stationary, craft paper, glue, markers, 
scissors

• Invite the kids to talk about tasks that 
require special protection to avoid danger. 
For example, they might discuss the gear 
a firefighter wears or the equipment a rock 
climber uses.

• Say: “Usually it’s obvious if there’s risk 
involved in an activity. Sometimes problems 
can be avoided with the proper precautions. 
Did you know there’s something God wants us 
to do regardless of the risk?” Invite the kids 
to give input about what risky thing they think 
God would recommend.

• Explain: “He wants us to live for Him even 
when it exposes us to risk. Many Christians 
can pray and share the gospel and sing songs 
to God without any fear. Others will be in 
danger when people see them.”

• Clarify that God never asks people to be 
reckless, only that He wants us to be fearless 
in our devotion to Him.

• Allow boys and girls to use the stationary and 
craft paper to make cards with the Text Truth: 
Be faithful to God even during difficult times.

• Say: “These cards will encourage people who 
sometimes face opposition for their faith.”

• Arrange for the cards to be given to a 
missionary or pastor who might be exposed to 
those hostile toward the gospel.

MAKE
EXAMINE
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LEADER

Session 9: Be Humble
Be Humble
1 Peter 5:1-11

The Book of 1 Peter contains several emphasized themes: hope (confidence in God for the 
future), suffering (a privilege and a part of God’s plan), holiness (growth in Christ-like character), 
and humility (following Jesus’ example). This week’s lesson emphasizes humility. Peter 
offered advice about how various members of the congregation relate to one another. 
Spiritual truths and guidelines for living were significant in the apostle’s heart as he 
brought the letter to a close. The final verses provide important clues about the origin and 
background that led to Peter composing and sending out his inspired epistle.

Interestingly in this passage, Peter uses the description of a lion to describe the 
predatory nature of the Enemy. This thought might have been taken from Psalm 22:13 in 
which lions came to be known as ferocious beasts and the enemies of God’s people. Under 
the control of Emperor Nero, Christians were likewise brought before lions in the arena. 
This brought a particularly alarming, yet realistic, picture of the “Accuser” in the world. 

However, Peter encouraged his readers to remain true to the power of Almighty God. 
The roaming lion is eclipsed by the power of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah. First Peter 5 
echoes James 4:7 in the exhortation to resist Satan and submit to the authority of God. 
Leaders—coined “shepherds” by the apostle—are called to be humble guides and models 
for their flock. Philosophers and Jewish leaders practiced being a role model for their 
followers, but Peter provides shepherd imagery to lead his readers to humility. Shepherd 
imagery was widely known in the ancient world and even Jesus used it to describe His 
work. As he closes the letter, Peter calls for the church to submit to the Chief Shepherd—
Jesus—and remain faithful during their persecution. Likewise, we can submit to the 
shepherds in our lives, with all humility and loyalty to the Chief Shepherd, and through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, resist sin in obedience and recognition of the power of God.

Session 9
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OVERVIEW

GET 
STARTED
10 MINUTES

BIBLE 
STUDY

35 MINUTES

SMALL 
GROUP

30 MINUTES

NOTE: Downloadable versions of DVD items are available in the Digital Video Bundle. 
Downloadable versions of enhanced CD items are available in the Music and Print Extras Bundle.
For free online training on how to lead a group, visit ministrygrid.com/web/explorethebible.

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:1-11
CONNECTION PASSAGE: Genesis 3
FAMILY MEMORY VERSE: 1 Peter 5:6-7
TEXT TRUTH: Be humble, relying on God to resist sin.

GET STARTED TOOLS
 ¨ Bible Books Grid: “Bible 
Book Cards” (enhanced 
CD) 

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS
 ¨ Jumping In: Family 
Cards, “Lion” (DVD-
ROM)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “Christ in Context: 
1 Peter” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Tell the Bible Story: 
Bibles, “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“1 Peter 5:6-7” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

SMALL GROUP TOOLS
 ¨ Explorer Guide: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

 ¨ Examine: glass 
receptacle, small 
container, small items, 
water

 ¨ Move: different colored 
sticky notes, pens

 ¨ Review: “Review Grid” 
(Poster Pack), sticky 
notes in 3 different colors, 
“Review Questions” 
(enhanced CD)
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BIBLE STORY

ADAM AND EVE
CONNECTION PASSAGE: Genesis 3
God created a helper for Adam. Later, Adam named her “Eve.” Adam and 
Eve lived in the garden of Eden and had one rule to obey. They were not to 
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. They were allowed to 
eat from all the other trees in the garden. The world and everything in it 
was good and perfect, just as God created it to be.

One day, Satan came to Eve as a serpent. He asked Eve, “Did God actually 
tell you, ‘You should not eat of any tree in the garden’?” She answered, “We 
are allowed to eat the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘Do not 
eat the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden. You also should not 
touch it or you will die.’ ”

The serpent said, “You will not die. God knows when you eat of the tree 
your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
Eve ate the fruit of the tree. She also gave some to Adam, who was with 
her, and he ate of the fruit. Then both of their eyes were opened, and they 
realized they had sinned by disobeying God.

Later, they heard God walking in the garden and they hid. God called to 
them, “Where are you?” Adam answered, “I heard you and I was afraid so I 
hid.” God asked Adam if he had eaten of the tree. 

Adam answered, “The woman you gave me, she gave me the fruit to eat 
and I ate it.” Then God asked the woman what she had done. She answered, 
“The serpent tricked me and I ate the fruit.”

God told the serpent, Adam, and Eve that they would all have consequences 
for their sin. Sin has a price. 

Adam and Eve would experience pain and hard work. And they would 
physically die one day. Adam and Eve were sent out of the garden of Eden. 

KEY CONNECTIONS TO 1 PETER 
CORE PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:1-11

• God gives grace to the humble.
• We should trust God because He cares for us!
• Resist the Devil and stay firm in your faith.
• God will strengthen you when you suffer because you love and obey God.

CHRIST IN CONTEXT:
The Book of 1 Peter reminds 
believers that they will face 
difficult times because of 
their belief in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus Christ suffered as the 
spotless lamb to pay the price 
for our sin. He was rejected 
by men, but has become the 
cornerstone on which believers 
have a firm foundation. The 
Book of 1 Peter encourages 
believers to live godly lives and 
hope in the future coming of 
the eternal King.

CONNECTION 
STATEMENT:
Adam and Eve failed to 
resist the devil. In pride, they 
decided not to obey God.
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GET STARTED

GET STARTED (10 MINUTES)

BIBLE BOOKS GRID
• Randomly lay the “Bible Book Cards” in a grid pattern on the floor.
• One at a time the kids will turn the cards facedown in order.
• Make sure they take their time, because this step is practice for those 

who are not completely familiar with the order of the books of the Bible.
• It is also a chance for them to remember where the books are located.
• Periodically, stop the activity and ask them to guess the locations of 

various books that have already been turned over.
• Once all the cards are facing down, begin the process of finding them in 

order.
• Each kid will get to turn only one card over. If it is the correct card, it 

remains face up. If not, it gets turned back over.
• This should be the longest stage of the activity, because there is likely to 

be confusion about the locations of the cards.
• Once they have all been revealed, the activity should be repeated. This 

time give them the hint that if they each remember the cards they turn 
over in the first round, they are more likely to find them in the second 
round.

• After they have successfully located all the cards, ask for feedback on the 
difficulty of the activity.

• Say: “When we can’t see what’s on the other side, we risk making the 
wrong decisions. The only way to avoid mistakes is to trust the one who 
knows. In our game, that was usually the person who turned the card 
over the first time. In life, it’s always going to be God.”

• Continue: “God sees what we can’t. Living His way is the only way to 
avoid mistakes. We don’t have to see what’s ahead to know that God will 
not lead us to the wrong things.”

• Transition to Bible Study.

TOOLS:
“Bible Book Cards” (enhanced 
CD)
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BIBLE STUDY

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMPING IN
• Ask: “Have you ever been startled by an insect or animal?” Encourage the 

kids to give detailed descriptions of any examples they have experienced.
• Ask: “Have you ever been scared of an insect or animal?” Again, allow the 

kids to give examples, but insist that they explain the difference between 
being startled and being scared.

• Clarify that usually a person is startled by something unexpected, but 
they are scared by something they know is able to cause harm.

• Distribute the Family Cards and display the “Lion” visual. Describe the 
object for the session.

• Say: “When we look at today’s Bible passage, there is going to be a verse 
that mentions a lion. Pay attention to the warning of that verse. It 
describes a real threat. Thankfully, we can rely on God for protection.”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Encourage the kids to open their Bibles to 1 Peter 5:1.
• Say: “We do not have what it takes to resist sin. We have to rely on God 

for His strength.”
• Read or have the kids help read 1 Peter 5:1-11.
• Say: “Humility includes admitting that we depend on God. It includes 

recognizing our limits and His limitless power. We are wise to do things 
His way. He will reward those who are truly humble in their interactions 
with others as well as in their reverence for Him.”

• Display the “Christ in Context: 1 Peter” poster.
• Conclude: “There is no one more deserving of honor than Jesus, yet He 

humbled Himself for our sake. We can honor Him with our humility.”

THE BIBLE STORY
• Say: “Today we’re going to talk a little about Adam and Eve. Their story is 

very important because it explains why we have the problem of sin in the 
world.”

• Tell the Bible story using the included script as a guide.
• Say: “The story of Adam and Eve is the story of all of us. Sometimes we 

might think they caused some big problems for the rest of us, but the 
truth is, they represent all of us. If you or I or anyone else were the first 
on earth, we would’ve done exactly what they did. Do you know how I 
know? I know because we’ve all sinned already.”

• Continue: “We don’t have to imagine whether we would be obedient 
in Adam’s situation. We have examples in our own lives where we’ve 
opposed God. So, imagine that Adam, Eve, and everyone else didn’t live 
before you. You are the first one here. Maybe God didn’t tell you to avoid 
any fruit, but He did tell you to be kind to your sister, and honor your 
parents, and be humble.”

• Explain to the kids that we are accountable for our own sins. Help them 

TOOLS:
Bibles; “Lion” (DVD-ROM); 
“Christ in Context: 1 Peter,” 
“1 Peter 5:6-7,” “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack); Explore 
the Bible on Location video; 
Family Cards
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BIBLE STUDY

see that we are like Adam and Eve when we sin against God, but we can 
learn from their example to avoid sin.

• Invite a volunteer to post the “Text Truth Strip” on the wall and read it 
aloud to the group. Be humble, relying on God to resist sin.

• Say: “Pride encouraged Adam and Eve to sin. Humility will encourage 
repentance. We are not able to do things our way without consequences. 
We will bring hardship and suffering on ourselves because sin always has 
a cost.”

• Conclude: “Sin is terrible. Thankfully, Jesus has authority to take away 
sins. His sacrifice is the power that saves. Trusting in Jesus brings 
forgiveness. It also brings strength to avoid sin in the future. What a 
gracious Savior to give us such hope!”

• Option: Review “The Gospel.”

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Say: “Today in our On Location video, Joel meets some special friends 

while helping us understand how we can rely on God to resist sin.”
• Play the “Session 9” video.
• Ask: “What are the two different types of lions described in the Bible? 

Which one did Peter talk about in 1 Peter 5? Who can we rely on to help 
us resist sin?”

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
• Review the previous week’s verse, John 16:33.
• Display the “1 Peter 5:6-7” poster.
• Offer someone an opportunity to lead the group in reading the passage 

together.
• Discuss how relying on God will help with every aspect of life, including 

our attitudes and emotions.
• Explain that memorizing this verse with their families will help everyone 

remember the Text Truth: Be humble, relying on God to resist sin.

PRAYER
• Say: “We aren’t victims of sin. We choose sin. It’s easy and fun and 

interesting. Unfortunately, it also destroys us. The temptation to sin can 
be overcome with God’s help. Be humble, relying on God to resist sin.”

• Close in prayer, and dismiss to Small Group.
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SMALL GROUP

TANK TOSS
Tools: glass receptacle, small container, small items, water

 ¨ This game works best with a small fish tank, but any large vase or receptacle will work.

• Say: “There are things in life that seem obvious to us until we begin to experience them. For example, if you 

begin a new year in school and you look in the middle of the math book, everything might seem impossible to 

understand. However, later in the year you might have a different perspective.”

• Allow the kids to give examples of similar scenarios that expose faulty expectations of wrong impressions.

• Warn: “Sin can be that way. It’s misleading. In the beginning, we think we can manage our sin, because it 

seems to be no problem. Unfortunately, it’s always a trap.”

• Place a small container inside the glass receptacle. Make sure it is secured or heavy enough to stay upright. 

Fill the receptacle with water and allow the kids to take turns dropping small items into the water. The goal is 

to have the item land in the small container. It usually will not be a straight drop. Items will flip and turn as 

they move through the water.

• Read the Text Truth: Be humble, relying on God to resist sin.

• Explain that the game illustrates our inability to predict the path of sin. We think we know what will happen, 

but there are always consequences, some that we may not realize.

• Say: “Sin is serious. It has a price. Remember our Text Truth, be humble, relying on God to resist sin.”

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Instruct the kids to open their Explorer Guides to “Be Humble.”
• Invite the kids to open their Bibles and briefly review 1 Peter 5:1-11. 
• Say: “Let’s talk about the ‘Word to Know’ for today.” Review the word and 

assist kids in locating the word in today’s Bible passage.
• Ask for volunteers to recall key points from today’s story by solving 

“Make It Right.” Encourage kids to use their Bibles as needed. 
• Introduce the “Connection Statement” and allow a kid to post it on the 

wall.
• Review today’s object and the Text Truth together. Discuss the two 

concepts and invite kids to write a prayer to God in “Resisting Sin” to ask 
for His help.

• Invite a couple of kids to take turns reading “No Lion Around …” Ask 
another kid to read the information about Jesus the Good Shepherd.

PRAYER TIME
• Ask the kids to evaluate how they really think of God. Allow them to be 

silent and consider whether they depend on Him or not. Remind them 
that they can rely on God to help them even if what they need is help 
relying on Him.

• Close in prayer.

TOOLS:
Bibles, Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

TECH CONNECT 
(OPTIONAL)
• Prior to class, download 

the Explore the Bible: Kids 
Family App. 

• Use the activity labeled 
“Explorer Plus” on the app.

EXAMINE
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SMALL GROUP

THE STICKY TRUTH
Tools: different colored sticky notes, pens

• Form teams.
• Each player gets at least 8 sticky notes to 

stick on the outsides of their arms. It will work 

best if the teams have different colored sticky 

notes. If that is not possible, they need to be 

marked to clearly distinguish every team.
• Kids must write one word of the Text Truth on 

each sticky note. Be humble, relying on God 

to resist sin. Every word must be on a note on 

every kid’s arm.
• Designate places in the room for each team to 

unscramble the Text Truth.
• They will intermingle around the room, 

attempting to take sticky notes from each 
other’s arms. Each person is only allowed to 

take one sticky note at a time.
• As they collect the sticky notes, they will 

rush to their designated spots to organize the 

words of the Text Truth. Any and all players 

can return to gather more sticky notes as 
often as possible as long as they each only 
take one at a time.

• Consider requiring delays for teams that need 

to keep reading the Text Truth rather than 
working from memory.

• The first team to have the full Text Truth in 
order wins. Have the winning team recite it in 

unison.
• Ask: “How can you be humble? How can you 

rely on God to resist sin? Is that hard? Why or 

why not?”

REVIEW GRID
Tools: “Review Grid” (Poster Pack), sticky 
notes in 3 different colors, “Review Questions” 
(enhanced CD)

 ¨ Secure the “Review Grid” to the wall.

• Note: This is a repeat activity.
• Form three teams.
• Provide sticky notes for each team. Make sure 

the teams have different colored sticky notes, 
or mark them to designate the teams.

• A member of the first team will place a sticky 
note anywhere on the grid. The number to 
the left will determine the point value of the 
question. The point values do not necessarily 
need to reflect the difficulty of the questions.

• The team can work together to answer any 
review question you ask them.

• If the accurate answer is given, they leave 
their sticky note on the “Review Grid.”

• If an inaccurate answer is given, the sticky 
note is removed, and another team takes 
a turn with a different question. No bonus 
points may be earned.

• If a sticky note is placed on a bonus square, 
designated on the grid, the category at the 
top of the board will tell them what to recite 
to earn their points. A correct answer doubles 
the points earned for that square.

• Continue until the “Review Grid” is full, then 
calculate the points to declare the winning 
team.

MOVE REVIEW
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Session 10: Grow in Faith
Grow in Faith
2 Peter 1:3-11

Because Peter’s second epistle is even shorter than his first, there is limited data to make 
an accurate assessment of some of the particulars many readers would like to know. For 
example, how much time passed between the writing of the two letters? (Perhaps a few 
months; maybe a few years.) Was Peter writing to the same congregations he addressed in 
his first letter? (Maybe; see 2 Peter 3:1.) On the other hand, we can be confident that this 
was the apostle’s final correspondence, written shortly before his death. (See 2 Peter 1:14.) 
Further, he wrote with a great sense of his authority as Jesus’ ambassador. (He designated 
himself as a slave and apostle of Jesus Christ.) 

Peter followed the same letter-writing format in this letter as he had before. Peter 
begins with a formal salutation and greeting (1 Peter 1:1-3 and 2 Peter 1:1-2). Then 
he launched into his subject matter, covering a variety of topics (1 Peter 1:4–5:9 and 
2 Peter 1:3–3:13). Finally, Peter wraps up the letter with a formal conclusion (1 Peter 5:10-14 
and 2 Peter 3:14-18). 

One subject appears to be forefront in Peter’s mind as he composed the letter. This topic 
was perhaps the most important in his last days. He wanted his readers to be supremely 
confident that God’s power had already provided everything necessary for them to shape 
their character and to grow in godliness. Peter began by affirming God’s complete provision 
to enable believers to live godly lives (1 Peter 1:3-4). Peter moved on by developing a 
pathway to godly character, listing one virtue after another (1 Peter 1:5-9). Peter concluded 
these opening thoughts with a command that his readers confirm their salvation through 
godly living (1 Peter 1:10-11). What would you communicate to good friends to encourage 
them if you knew it was your last opportunity to write anything to them?

Session 10
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OVERVIEW

GET 
STARTED
10 MINUTES

BIBLE 
STUDY

35 MINUTES

SMALL 
GROUP

30 MINUTES

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3-11
CONNECTION PASSAGE: Acts 26:12-25
FAMILY MEMORY VERSE: 2 Peter 1:3
TEXT TRUTH: As we grow in our relationship with God, He changes us to be more like 
Him.

NOTE: Downloadable versions of DVD items are available in the Digital Video Bundle. 
Downloadable versions of enhanced CD items are available in the Music and Print Extras Bundle.
For free online training on how to lead a group, visit ministrygrid.com/web/explorethebible.

GET STARTED TOOLS
 ¨ 2 Peter W Questions: 
“1 Peter” and “2 Peter” 
(Books of the Bible 
Posters)

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS
 ¨ Jumping In: Family 
Cards, “Frogs” (DVD-
ROM)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “Christ in Context: 
2 Peter” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Tell the Bible Story: 
Bibles, “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“2 Peter 1:3” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

SMALL GROUP TOOLS
 ¨ Explorer Guide: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack), “The 
Gospel” (enhanced CD)

 ¨ Messy: paper towel rolls, 
confetti, spoons, tape, 
paper, bowl, music

 ¨ Move: popcorn, cups, 
plates, tape, toothpicks, 
“Allergy Alert” (enhanced 
CD)

 ¨ Make: “Arrows” 
(enhanced CD), 
heavyweight paper, 
scissors, markers, tape, 
dowels
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BIBLE STORY

CHRIST IN CONTEXT:
The Book of 2 Peter affirms 
that Jesus will come again. 
Jesus is God’s Son whom Peter 
witnessed in His time on earth. 
Believers should pursue a God-
honoring life, trusting God to 
provide everything they need, 
until Jesus returns.

CONNECTION 
STATEMENT:
Paul’s testimony demonstrated 
the power of God to change us 
completely.

THE TESTIMONY AND MINISTRY OF PAUL
CONNECTION PASSAGE: Acts 26:12-25
Paul had been arrested. He was taken to a leader named Festus. King 
Agrippa and his relative Bernice came to visit Festus. Festus told Agrippa 
all about Paul, and Agrippa decided he wanted to hear Paul’s story. The 
next day, Paul was brought before King Agrippa. So Paul told King Agrippa 
his story.

“I was traveling to Damascus with the permission of the religious leaders. 
I wanted to lock up the Christians. But in the middle of the day, I saw a 
bright light from heaven. Everyone fell to the ground and I heard a voice say 
to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’ ”

Paul asked the voice, “Who are You, Lord?”

The Lord replied, “I am Jesus, the One you are persecuting. I have appeared 
to you for a purpose—you will be a servant and a witness. You will tell 
about what you have learned and about what I will tell you. I will send you 
to open the eyes of the people and the Gentiles so they may have faith in 
Me and receive forgiveness of sins.”

Paul continued his story, “King Agrippa, I was obedient. I preached to those 
in Damascus, Jerusalem, in Judea, to the Gentiles, so that they should 
repent and turn to God. Because I did this, the Jews grabbed me and tried 
to kill me. God has helped me. I tell everyone—great and small—that 
Jesus, the Messiah suffered and rose from the dead to proclaim light to our 
people and to the Gentiles.”

The leader Festus thought Paul was crazy because of what he said, but Paul 
told him that he was speaking words of truth and good judgment.

KEY CONNECTIONS TO 2 PETER 
CORE PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3-11

• God has given us everything we need.
• God has given us special promises.
• Because of all God has done for us, we should seek goodness, self-control, 

endurance, godliness, and love.
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GET STARTED

TOOLS:
“1 Peter” and “2 Peter” 
(Books of the Bible Posters) 

GET STARTED (10 MINUTES)

2 PETER W QUESTIONS
• Say: “It’s time to revisit our Books of the Bible Posters. We’ve been 

studying 1 Peter, and now we’re adding some things from 2 Peter.”
• Display “2 Peter” and have volunteers read the answers to the following 

W questions:
1. Who wrote the text? (Peter, apostle of Jesus)
2. Who is the audience? (Christians)
3. What was happening in the world? (Jewish revolt began, A.D. 66; 

Apostle Paul was martyred, A.D.66; Halley’s comet appears in January, 
A.D. 66)

4. When was 2 Peter written? (Shorty before Peter died around A.D. 67)
5. When did the events of 2 Peter take place? (Likely late 60s)
6. Where was 2 Peter written? (Rome)
7. Why was 2 Peter written? (To warn believers against false teachings and 

reaffirm the second coming of Jesus.)
• Ask volunteers to look at the “1 Peter” and “2 Peter” posters to compare 

information. Allow them to explain any interesting differences to the 
group.

• Enlist other volunteers to read aloud the miscellaneous facts at the 
bottom of each poster.

• Invite kids to take turns recalling things they have been learning 
throughout the recent weeks studying 1 Peter. If they are focusing on 
facts of the Bible stories or memorized information, ask them to recount 
ways they have been influenced by what they are learning. Encourage 
them to talk about their level of interest, their emotional responses, 
changed behaviors, or any other effects of the study.

• Let them know that sometimes faith causes more subtle changes over 
time. Help them recognize the difference between spiritual behavior and 
spiritual maturity.

• If time allows, review the information on the posters, and allowing 
volunteers to attempt to answer random questions. 

• Enlist a volunteer to step forward to attempt to answer a question from 
the poster.

• If the correct answer is not given, lead the kids to clap two times and say 
“nice try” in unison.

• If the correct answer is given, lead the kids to stand and clap five times in 
unison as a standing ovation.

• Transition to Bible Study.
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BIBLE STUDY

TOOLS:
Bibles; “Frogs” (DVD-ROM); 
“Christ in Context: 2 Peter,” 
“2 Peter 1:3,” “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack); Explore 
the Bible on Location video; 
Family Cards

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMPING IN
• Say: “Did you know that the Bible says when people trust in Christ they 

become new creations (2 Corinthians 5:17)?” Ask the kids to explain 
what they think that means.

• Clarify: “Once God takes away the sin in someone’s life, that person can’t 
be the same. Spiritually, it’s like getting to start over, except you get to 
start as someone new.”

• Distribute the Family Cards and display the “Frogs” visual. Describe the 
object for the session.

• Say: “A frog is a great illustration of the change that happens in a 
Christian’s life.”

• Invite the kids to help describe the differences between a tadpole and a 
frog. Include their appearances, abilities, habitats, and physical attributes.

• Discuss ways the transformation of a frog illustrates the transformation 
of a believer. Note that it is not the frog’s effort to grow legs, but God’s 
design.

• Say: “People can make changes in their lives without God’s help. They can 
establish new habits or wear different styles of clothing. However, no one 
can transform from a sinner to forgiven on their own. Only God has the 
power to make us entirely different through complete forgiveness.”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Encourage the kids to open their Bibles to 2 Peter 1:3.
• Say: “We can rely on God to give us everything we need to serve Him and 

become what He wants us to be.”
• Read or have the kids help read 2 Peter 1:3-11.
• Say: “These verses show what it looks like for believers to respond to the 

provisions of God with maximum obedience. We have the capacity for 
virtue, knowledge, and self-control because of God. Those who seek such 
things as an expression of faith will be successful.”

• Display the “Christ in Context: 2 Peter” poster.
• Conclude: “Becoming more like Christ is evidence of God’s authority 

in our lives. It is not possible without Him, but with Him we can be 
transformed.”

THE BIBLE STORY
• Say: “Apart from Jesus coming to earth as a man and rising from the 

grave after His death on the cross, there is probably no more dramatic 
story of transformation than Paul’s.”

• Continue: “Before Paul met Jesus, he was so committed to his beliefs that 
he hunted Christians to imprison them. Once he began living for God, 
he was boldly proclaiming from prison the very words he had tried to 
prohibit. As we go through today’s story, listen to the way Paul shared the 
message of Jesus. It was amazing.”
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BIBLE STUDY

• Tell the Bible story using the included script as a guide.
• Say: “There is no doubt that Paul became a new man. God promises to do 

the same for all who trust in Him. He will give us all we need to become 
what He calls us to be.”

• Post the “Text Truth Strip” on the wall, and ask a volunteer to lead the 
group in reading it together. As we grow in our relationship with God, 
He changes us to be more like Him.

• Conclude: “We are dependent on God to become like Christ. Thankfully, 
He empowers believers to pursue a holy life. We are not alone as we live 
for Him.”

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Say: “Today, in our On Location video, Kaileigh is going to visit a unique 

studio to learn how transformation takes place.”
• Play the “Session 10” video.
• Discuss: “What did Kaileigh learn about glassblowing? Name something 

or someone that experiences change or transformation. Who transforms 
us and why?”

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
• Review the previous week’s verse, 1 Peter 5:6-7.
• Display the “2 Peter 1:3” poster. Offer an opportunity to lead the group 

in reading it together as a reward to the one who recited the previous 
verse.

• Give the kids an opportunity to discuss God’s perfection. Allow them 
to express their understanding of His power and influence in their lives. 
Focus on His willingness to help imperfect people through His Word and 
His Spirit.

• Explain that memorizing this verse with their families will help everyone 
remember that, as we grow in our relationship with God, He changes 
us to be more like Him.

PRAYER
• Say: “Believers are made new by God. Our lives are completely different 

once we’re saved. Evidence of God’s faithfulness in our lives is that 
He will continue to guide us as long as we live. As we grow in our 
relationship with God, He changes us to be more like Him.”

• Close in prayer, and dismiss to Small Group.
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SMALL GROUP

CONFETTI ROLLS
Tools: paper towel rolls, confetti, spoons, tape, paper, bowl, music

 ¨ Provide each kid with a paper towel roll, a spoon, paper, and tape. 

 ¨ Option: Substitute pom-poms or cotton balls for a smaller mess.

• Instruct how to tape a piece of paper at one end of the paper towel roll to enclose it to hold confetti.

• Once they are all taped, allow the kids to prop them against a wall on one side of the room. In order to earn a 

scoop of confetti, kids must share 1 thing they have learned from 1 Peter or 2 Peter.

• Play a song. The kids will move to the other side of the room, use their spoons to gather confetti from a bowl, 

and carry it back to their paper towel rolls.

• Each kid can decide their own way of dropping the confetti into the roll. If they struggle too much, suggest 

using paper as funnels.

• Determine how many songs should play before time is up. Warn them during the final song that when it ends 

the game is over.
• Increase the urgency during that song to create an energetic finish.

• When it is time to stop, have everyone collect their confetti rolls and stand in a circle.

• In unison, say the Text Truth: As we grow in our relationship with God, He changes us to be more like Him. 

Afterwards, everyone can wave their rolls vigorously toward the ceiling to release confetti on the group.

TOOLS:
Bibles, Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack), “The Gospel” 
(enhanced CD)

TECH CONNECT 
(OPTIONAL)
• Prior to class, download 

the Explore the Bible: Kids 
Family App. 

• Use the activity labeled 
“Explorer Plus” on the app.

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Instruct the kids to open their Explorer Guides to “Grow in Faith.”
• Invite the kids to open their Bibles and briefly review 2 Peter 1:3-11. 

Assist kids in completing the “2 Peter Recap.”
• Say: “Let’s talk about the ‘Word to Know’ for today. Help kids locate the 

word in today’s Bible passage.
• Select someone to read about the Roman officials from today’s Bible 

story.
• Display the “Connection Statement.” Invite a kid to read about the 

metamorphosis of butterflies.
• Direct kids to match the Scriptures and statements in “The Gospel.” Use 

a copy of “The Gospel” page to reveal the answers.
• Review today’s object, and remind the kids of the Text Truth. Encourage 

them to remember the Text Truth every time they see a frog or tadpole.

PRAYER TIME
• Ask the kids to provide examples of ways they have been praying for one 

another throughout the study. If they have not been praying, ask them to 
share ideas of ways they can begin to pray.

• Discuss how a relationship with God affects prayer for others.
• Close in prayer. MESSY
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SMALL GROUP

POPCORN RELAY
Tools: “Allergy Alert” (enhanced CD), popcorn, 
cups, plates, tape, toothpicks

 ¨ Set up four stations for each leg of the relay.
1) popcorn and toothpicks
2) popcorn and cups
3) popcorn, plates, and a boundary line

4) popcorn, cups, and two boundary lines

• Form pairs.
• In the first leg of the relay, runner A will pick 

up a piece of popcorn with two toothpicks and 

pass it to runner B.
• In the second leg, runner B will stand over a 

small cup placed on the floor. He will drop 
popcorn into the cup without bending over. 
He may move on once five pieces of popcorn 

land in the cup.
• In the third leg, runner A will stand at a 

designated line and toss popcorn toward a 
plate on the floor. When at least one piece 
of popcorn lands on the plate, both team 
members will move to the fourth station.

• In the final leg, runner A will hold a cup and 

stand at one boundary line. Runner B will 
stand at the other boundary line and toss 
popcorn for her to catch in the cup. Each 
time they catch one they must say the Text 
Truth: As we grow in our relationship with 
God, He changes us to be more like Him.

• The first team to catch five pieces of popcorn 

wins.
• Discuss: “Why do you think we used popcorn 

in our game? Does popcorn ever transform? 

Yes! We need it to transform so we can eat 
it. What transforms popcorn? (Heat) Who 
transforms us? What are some ways that God 

changes us to be more like Him?”

Tip: Save any leftover popcorn kernels for 
Session 13.

DIRECTION SIGNS
Tools: “Arrows” (enhanced CD), heavyweight 
paper, scissors, markers, tape, dowels

 ¨ Print “Arrows” on heavyweight paper. Print 
enough for each kid to have eleven. If it is 
possible to cut out the arrows in advance, 
that would save time during the activity.

 ¨ Provide scissors, markers, tape, and one 
dowel for each kid.

• Review the Memory Verses from each session 
that has been completed so far, and have the 
kids write the text of the verses on individual 
arrows. The Memory Verses are as follows: 
1 Peter 1:8; 1 Peter 1:22; 1 Peter 2:10; 
1 Peter 2:12; 1 Peter 3:8; 1 Peter 3:15; 
1 Peter 4:9; John 16:33; 1 Peter 5:6-7; 
2 Peter 1:3.

• Ensure that not all the arrows are facing the 
same direction when the kids are writing on 
them.

• On the final arrow, instruct the kids to 
write today’s Text Truth: As we grow in our 
relationship with God, He changes us to be 
more like Him.

• Have the kids cut out the arrows, and guide 
them in taping them in different angles on the 
dowel.

• Encourage the kids to aim arrows in every 
possible direction to have unique signs.

• Say: “These verses help us know God better 
and empower us to live for Him. You might say 
they give us direction. Remember, as we grow 
in our relationship with God, He changes us 
to be more like Him.

MAKE

MOVE
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Depend on the Bible
2 Peter 1:12-21

In the first century, many religions were in competition. The cities of the Roman Empire 
were filled with rival temples and shrines. In addition to the old gods of Greek mythology 
adopted by the Romans, there were Egyptian and Babylonian sects. Philosophies—some 
people might call them “worldviews” today—had become a source of religious truth for 
many intellectuals. Judaism was a proportionately small percentage of the population in 
urban areas, especially outside of the Holy Land. Yet the Jews were known for believing 
that God had spoken truth to their ancestors, who had written the books that they 
considered sacred Scripture, trustworthy and true, and the very Word of God. When we 
read about the life and teachings of Jesus in the Gospels, we see that He clashed with 
Jewish religious leaders on many issues. Yet one area in which they all agreed was that the 
Jewish Scriptures were God’s precious, reliable Word. 

Having heard Jesus’ commitment to the Scriptures, Peter was writing to Christians 
in a part of the Roman Empire who likely had not been taught the nature of Scripture. 
The Christians were living in a society with competing claims concerning the source of 
religious truth. As the apostle proceeded with his letter, he thought it essential to provide 
an understanding of what the Scriptures of Israel really were. Peter prefaced his comments 
by reminding Christians how important it is to review God’s truth from time to time. This 
was pressing for Peter, because he wanted believers to be able to recall God’s truth after his 
death. Peter went on to note his own experiences of Jesus’ life. Eyewitness testimony in 
the Gospels is one factor involved in our accepting the reliability of what the Gospel writers 
wrote (1:16-18). Peter’s primary focus was to explain that God’s written Word is the result 
of God speaking through humans. Therefore, it is reliable and true, and we can depend on 
its truthfulness (1:19-21). Significantly, this epistle soon came to be revered by the early 
Christians as an essential component of Scripture. 

Session 11
Session 11: Depend on the Bible
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OVERVIEW

GET 
STARTED
10 MINUTES

BIBLE 
STUDY

35 MINUTES

SMALL 
GROUP

30 MINUTES

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:12-21
CONNECTION PASSAGE: Luke 24:13-49
FAMILY MEMORY VERSE: 2 Peter 1:21
ADDITIONAL MEMORY VERSE: Hebrews 4:12
TEXT TRUTH: God’s Word is reliable and trustworthy.

NOTE: Downloadable versions of DVD items are available in the Digital Video Bundle. 
Downloadable versions of enhanced CD items are available in the Music and Print Extras Bundle.
For free online training on how to lead a group, visit ministrygrid.com/web/explorethebible.

GET STARTED TOOLS
 ¨ Memory Match: 
“Memory Match” 
(enhanced CD) 

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS
 ¨ Jumping In: Family 
Cards, “Sunrise” (DVD-
ROM)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “Christ in Context: 
2 Peter” (Poster Pack), 
“The Gospel” (enhanced 
CD)

 ¨ Tell the Bible Story: 
Bibles, “Text Truth 
Strips,” “Connection 
Statements,” “Jesus 
Fulfilled Scripture” 
(Poster Pack)

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“Hebrews 4:12” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

SMALL GROUP TOOLS
 ¨ Explorer Guide: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

 ¨ Move: paper, pen
 ¨ Explore: paper towels
 ¨ Examine: Books of the 
Bible Posters
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BIBLE STORY

CHRIST IN CONTEXT:
The Book of 2 Peter affirms 
that Jesus will come again. 
Jesus is God’s Son whom Peter 
witnessed in His time on earth. 
Believers should pursue a God-
honoring life, trusting God to 
provide everything they need, 
until Jesus returns.

CONNECTION 
STATEMENT:
Jesus revealed to the disciples 
that God’s Word is always true 
and tells us everything we need 
to know.

KEY CONNECTIONS TO 
2 PETER 
CORE PASSAGE: 
2 Peter 1:12-21
• Peter and the disciples were 

eyewitnesses to Jesus and 
His majesty.

• What Peter preached about 
Jesus was revelation from 
God, not something Peter 
made up. 

• God’s Word is a lamp 
shining in a dark place.

• The truth about Jesus is 
confirmed through the 
prophecies of Scripture. 
Every prophecy of Scripture 
came from God. Men spoke 
the word of God when the 
Holy Spirit led them to.

JESUS FULFILLED SCRIPTURE
CONNECTION PASSAGE: Luke 24:13-49
On the day of Jesus’ resurrection, two of His followers were on their way to 
the village of Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. As they traveled, 
they discussed all the events that had happened. Jesus came and began 
to walk with them. However, they were prevented from recognizing Him. 
Jesus asked the two, “What are you disagreeing about?” The two stopped 
walking and looked very discouraged.

One of them, Cleopas, replied, “Are you the only person in Jerusalem that 
doesn’t know all the things that have happened? The things about Jesus. 
He was a prophet and powerful in his actions and his words. Our chief 
priests crucified Him. We were hoping He was the Messiah, sent to redeem 
Israel. It is the third day. Some of the women in our group surprised us. 
They went to the tomb and didn’t find His body. They came and told us that 
some angels said Jesus was alive. Some of the others went to the tomb and 
found it empty.”

Jesus then began to explain to the followers all of the things Scripture said 
about Him. They came near the village and the followers invited Jesus to 
stay with them. As Jesus reclined at the table, He took the bread, broke 
it, and gave it to the followers. The followers’ eyes were opened and they 
recognized Jesus. Jesus disappeared from their presence. The followers 
asked each other, “Weren’t our hearts excited (ablaze) as He was talking 
with us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?” They returned to 
Jerusalem and told the disciples what had happened and that they had 
seen Jesus.

Later, Jesus appeared to the disciples. He showed them His hands and feet. 
He ate with them. And He helped them understand the Scriptures. He 
reminded them that the Scriptures said that the Messiah would suffer and 
rise again on the third day. Repentance for sin would be proclaimed. Jesus 
told the disciples that He was sending them to tell everyone about Him.
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GET STARTED

TOOLS:
“Memory Match” (enhanced 
CD)
• Prior to meeting, print 

“Memory Match” and cut 
out all the sections. 

• Drop various sections in 
random places around the 
room.

GET STARTED (10 MINUTES)

MEMORY MATCH
• Give the kids three minutes to work as a group to attempt to match 

all the sections, which include the session numbers, Memory Verse 
references, objects, and Text Truths.

• If they fail to complete the correct matches in time, allow them to repeat 
the exercise with whatever time is available.

• However, if they succeed, have the kids repeat it within only two 
minutes.

• If they succeed again, challenge them to complete it in only one minute.
• The following is a master list to verify all the matches:

▸▸ Session 1—1 Peter 1:8—Peter’s House—Through faith in Jesus, we 
are saved and have a living hope.

▸▸ Session 2—1 Peter 1:22—Pomegranate—We are called to live a holy 
life because of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.

▸▸ Session 3—1 Peter 2:10—Mount Sinai—We have been chosen by 
God to proclaim His praises to all the nations.

▸▸ Session 4—1 Peter 2:12—Tyrian shekel—People honor God when 
they obey their earthly leaders.

▸▸ Session 5—1 Peter 3:8—Olive branch—God tells us to forgive 
others and seek peace.

▸▸ Session 6—1 Peter 3:15—Areopagus—We should always be ready 
to tell people about Jesus with kindness and respect.

▸▸ Session 7—1 Peter 4:9—Wash basin—Use your gifts to serve others 
with love.

▸▸ Session 8—John 16:33—Ostracon—Be faithful to God even during 
difficult times.

▸▸ Session 9—1 Peter 5:6-7—Lion—Be humble, relying on God to 
resist sin.

▸▸ Session 10—2 Peter 1:3—Frogs—As we grow in our relationship 
with God, He changes us to be more like Him.

• Transition to Bible Study.
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BIBLE STUDY

TOOLS:
Bibles; “Sunrise” (DVD-ROM); 
“Christ in Context: 2 Peter,” 
“Hebrews 4:12,” “Text 
Truth Strips,” “Connection 
Statements,” “Jesus Fulfilled 
Scripture” (Poster Pack); 
“The Gospel” (enhanced CD); 
Explore the Bible on Location 
video; Family Cards

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMPING IN
• Say: “All of us probably have routines that we follow. We eat, brush our 

teeth, sleep, and do all sorts of other things each day. Occasionally, our 
routines might change, but some things are always expected to stay the 
same. You might lose a sock without much disruption in the week, but if 
there was nothing to drink for a day, it would be noticeable.”

• Continue: “Imagine what it would be like if you walked outside every 
day for a week, and the sun was not shining. You would probably be 
surprised.” Let the kids comment on that idea.

• Distribute the Family Cards and display the “Sunrise” visual. Describe 
the object for the session.

• Say: “We depend on the sun each day. We expect that even when it is 
hidden behind storm clouds, it is there. We rely on the heat and light it 
provides. Whether we pay attention to the sun or not, it will continue to 
burn brightly.”

• Conclude: “We can be confident in the sun, but we can be much more 
confident in the God who created the sun. Even the light in the sky 
depends on His power. We can rely on Him.”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Encourage the kids to open their Bibles to 2 Peter 1:12.
• Say: “It’s always a good idea to return to things we already know from 

Scripture. Reminders and confirmations solidify our understanding of 
God. They keep us from distorting truth.”

• Read or have the kids help read 2 Peter 1:12-21.
• Say: “In these verses, Peter was encouraging fellow believers to remember 

what they knew of Jesus. He reminded them of Jesus’ majesty and His 
fulfillment of prophecy. They experienced the truths that have been 
protected throughout generations for us to read and trust today. We 
can trust what Peter wrote. God gave him the message. His message is 
intended for us today as much as it was for those who read it in Peter’s 
day.”

• Display the “Christ in Context: 2 Peter” poster. Review the Christ in 
Context and “The Gospel.” Allow the kids to speak with a counselor if 
they have more questions about becoming a Christian.

• Conclude: “We can rely on Jesus. God’s Word is reliable and 
trustworthy.”

THE BIBLE STORY
• Invite a volunteer to post the “Text Truth Strip” on the wall and read it 

aloud to the group. God’s Word is reliable and trustworthy.
• Say: “In our story today, we’re going to look at something very important 

that helps us know that we can trust God’s Word.”
• Tell the Bible story using the included script as a guide.
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BIBLE STUDY

• Display the “Connection Statement.” Invite kids to read the statement 
together.

• Say: “If you noticed in that story, Jesus was alive! He died on the cross 
and rose again. That means everything He prophesied about coming back 
to life was true. He fulfilled His promise for all to see. Standing alive 
among the disciples was proof that He is the Messiah.”

• Continue: “Peter and the other disciples, were able to see firsthand 
Jesus’ fulfillment of Scripture. They were chosen to tell others, and their 
message is Jesus’ message. We have that message with us.” Display the 
“Jesus Fulfilled Scripture” Chart.

• Hold a Bible up for the kids to see. Ask them to look at their own Bibles. 
Encourage the kids to slowly turn pages in their Bibles to look at all the 
words.

• Say: “These words were put together for you. God wanted you to hold 
these words in your hands, to read them, to trust them, and to live them. 
There is nothing that has ever existed or will ever exist that is more 
reliable than God and His Word.”

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Ask: “How do you know something is true? Joel is going to explore a 

trustworthy, true source in today’s On Location adventure.”
• Play the “Session 11” video.
• Ask: “What trustworthy source did Joel learn about today? How do we 

know the Bible is trustworthy?”

MEMORY VERSE
• Review the previous week’s verse, 2 Peter 1:3.
• Display the “Hebrews 4:12” poster.
• Offer someone an opportunity to lead the group in reading it together.
• Invite volunteers to describe their Bible reading habits. Encourage 

the kids to prepare a realistic plan to read the Bible. Discuss why it is 
important to know the Bible and how to keep from being overwhelmed 
by the amount of information.

• Assure the kids that God will help them understand everything they 
need to know throughout life as long as they depend on Him. He will 
provide wisdom and help them obey if they ask.

• Explain that memorizing this verse with their families will help everyone 
remember that God’s Word is reliable and trustworthy.

PRAYER
• Say: “There’s comfort in knowing that God’s Word is reliable and 

trustworthy. You can depend on it throughout your entire life as the 
best source of truth.”

• Close in prayer, and dismiss to Small Group.
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SMALL GROUP

WHO HAS THE TEXT TRUTH
Tools: paper, pen

 ¨ Write the Text Truth on a piece of paper: God’s Word is reliable and trustworthy. Crumple that piece of paper 

and enough other pieces of paper to equal the number of kids in the game. There should be no way to 

distinguish which paper has the Text Truth written on it.

• Before beginning the activity, ask the kids to recount things they rely on from God’s Word.

• Gather the kids in a circle and give each of them one of the crumpled pieces of paper. Even though one of the 

kids will be holding the paper with the Text Truth written on it, no one should know who that is. 

• Lead the kids in saying the Text Truth in unison. As they say the last word, everyone should toss their papers 

into the air and attempt to catch a different one. Anyone who does not catch a paper will need to pick one up 

off the floor.
• When everyone has a paper, and has returned to the circle, have them check to see who has the Text Truth.

• Crumple the pieces of paper again, redistribute them, and repeat the activity as many times as the kids want.

• Lead the kids in a discussion of truth. Discuss resources that might be confusing or misleading, such as 

advertisements or news reports. Allow the kids to give their own examples of sources of truth. Identify the 

Bible as the standard of truth. Ask the kids to assess their willingness to trust the Bible above all things.

MOVE

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Instruct the kids to open their Explorer Guides to “Depend on the Bible.”
• Invite the kids to open their Bibles and briefly review 2 Peter 1:12-21. 

As you review and discuss 2 Peter 1:19, help kids complete the activity 
“God’s Word” to locate other descriptions of God’s Word in the Bible.

• Say: “Let’s talk about the ‘Word to Know’ for today.” Review the word and 
assist kids in locating the word in today’s Bible passage.

• Choose volunteers to read aloud the information about how long 7 miles 
is. Direct kids to examine the picture of the Emmaus Road today.

• Review the Memory Verse, Hebrews 4:12. Ask for a volunteer to read 
“Trustworthy” to everyone. Allow kids to share their thoughts.

• Encourage kids to think about all they have learned from the Bible. 
Guide kids to write down as many things as they can in “What Have 
You Learned?” After three minutes have passed, invite kids to count the 
number of things they listed.

• Review the object and remind kids that the object can help them 
remember the Text Truth.

PRAYER TIME
• Ask volunteers to share how they will rely on God’s Word.
• Close in prayer.

TOOLS:
Bibles, Explorer Guides, pens

TECH CONNECT 
(OPTIONAL)
• Prior to class, download 

the Explore the Bible: Kids 
Family App. 

• Use the activity labeled 
“Explorer Plus” on the app.
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SMALL GROUP

TAIL TRAIL
Tools: paper towels

• Form two teams. More teams might work 
better if it is an especially large group.

• Have the kids hold two paper towels between 

them as though they are standing in line 
holding hands.

• The person at the front of the line has one 
empty hand.

• The person at the back of the line has an 
extra paper towel that no one else holds. That 

is the tail.
• The person in front will try to take the tail 

away from the other team. It will require 
strategy and cooperation, because the path 

taken in pursuit of the opposition could leave 

their own tail vulnerable.
• If a paper towel breaks before one team wins, 

any player may announce a freeze. Everyone 

must immediately freeze in place. While 
they are frozen, slowly lead them in the Text 

Truth: God’s Word is reliable and trustworthy. 

During that time, the person in the front can 

retrieve another paper towel. However, the 
other team only has to stay frozen while the 

Text Truth is being recited. The team with 
the broken paper towel cannot move until the 

person in the front is back in place.
• When either team captures the other team’s 

tail, they win.
• Ask: “Why is the Text Truth important? 

Does it matter if God’s Word is reliable and 

trustworthy? Why or why not?” Help kids think 

through their responses.

POSTER PRESENTATIONS
Tools: Books of the Bible Posters

• Review the Text Truth: God’s Word is reliable 
and trustworthy.

• Say: “In order to rely on the Bible we need to 
understand it. This game will be a fun way to 
practice learning information about the Bible.”

• Form two teams. Assign the teams different 
“Books of the Bible Posters.”

• Give them one minute to study the posters.
• After they have had time to study, each team 

gets one minute to share what they learned 
with the group. They may not refer back to the 
poster.

• Assign scores as the kids present the 
information. They need to know they are 
being scored but not exactly how, only that 
the amount of information they share earns 
points.

• Give each team two points for any information 
in the “Who,” “What,” “When,” “Where,” 
“Why” section.

• Give each team one point for miscellaneous 
information from the bottom of the posters.

• After the first round, tell the kids the scores.
• Quickly assign the teams different posters and 

repeat as many times as possible. Announce 
only the scores for individual rounds each 
time.

• At the end, declare the team with the highest 
cumulative score as the winning team.

EXPLORE

EXAMINE
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Learn from the Bible
2 Peter 2:1-3; Jude 1:16-25

There is significant overlap in the content of 2 Peter 2 and Jude. Often, the writers made 
the same points in the same order. Bible students have wondered what these similarities 
imply. Did Peter and Jude confer with each other? Did Jude have access to Peter’s second 
epistle as he wrote (or, perhaps, Peter had access to Jude’s letter)? There is insufficient evidence 
for us to be certain, and in the end, it doesn’t really matter. Peter and Jude were two 
early church leaders who were passionate about helping those they were writing to and 
encouraging them to be on guard against false teachings and teachers. 

We know very little about Jude, his ministry, or the circumstances that caused him 
to write. We do not know the exact nature of the false teachings that he was battling. Yet 
his essential message is clear. The context passages for this lesson are 1 Peter 2 and Jude. 
Both Peter and Jude exposed the motives and results of the false teachers (2 Peter 2:1-3; 
Jude 1:16). Jude was reminded that the apostles had already warned them about the 
dangers of false teachers (Jude 1:17-19). And Jude countered the false teachers by asking 
the readers to grow in their own faith (Jude 1:20-25). In order to combat false teachers, the 
writer focused on the authority of the Scriptures as the living and active Word of God and 
their ability to transform the lives of believers—now and forevermore.

Session 12
Session 12: Learn from the Bible
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OVERVIEW

GET 
STARTED
10 MINUTES

BIBLE 
STUDY

35 MINUTES

SMALL 
GROUP

30 MINUTES

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE: 2 Peter 2:1-3; Jude 1:16-25
CONNECTION PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 34:14-31
FAMILY MEMORY VERSE: Jude 1:21
TEXT TRUTH: God’s Word reveals truth to transform our lives.

NOTE: Downloadable versions of DVD items are available in the Digital Video Bundle. 
Downloadable versions of enhanced CD items are available in the Music and Print Extras Bundle.
For free online training on how to lead a group, visit ministrygrid.com/web/explorethebible.

GET STARTED TOOLS
 ¨ Jude W Questions: 
“Jude” (Books of the Bible 
Posters) 

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS
 ¨ Jumping In: Family 
Cards, “Torah Scroll” 
(DVD-ROM)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “Christ in Context: 
2 Peter” and “Christ in 
Context: Jude” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Tell the Bible Story: 
Bibles, “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“Jude 1:21” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

SMALL GROUP TOOLS
 ¨ Explorer Guide: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

 ¨ Move: balloons; 
permanent marker; 
tape; “Allergy Alert” 
and “Review Questions” 
(enhanced CD)

 ¨ Make: “Bookmarks” 
(enhanced CD), glue, 
heavyweight paper, 
scissors, markers

 ¨ Review: disposable 
cups; permanent marker; 
“1 Peter,” 2 Peter,” “Jude” 
(Books of the Bible 
Posters)
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BIBLE STORY

CHRIST IN CONTEXT: 
Jude was the half-brother of 
Jesus and wrote his letter to 
warn Christians against the 
false teachers who were trying 
to lead believers astray. The 
Book of Jude encourages 
believers to rely on Jesus Christ 
to provide for them and to 
serve as their example so they 
can be pleasing to God in all 
ways.

CONNECTION 
STATEMENT:
King Josiah was greatly 
distressed when he heard 
God’s Word and realized that 
the people had sinned against 
God. Josiah confessed his sin 
and was changed by the truth 
of God’s Word.

KEY CONNECTIONS TO 
2 PETER & JUDE 
CORE PASSAGE: 
2 Peter 2:1-3; Jude 1:16-25
• Peter warned that there will 

be people who will lie about 
what God’s Word says. They 
are called false prophets.

• Sadly, many people will 
listen to the false prophets.

• Jude reminded the 
people that the disciples 
had warned them about 
unbelievers who would seek 
their own selfish desires.

• Believers should build up 
their faith and pray.

• We should help those who 
doubt and show them 
mercy. We should help them 
understand the truth of 
Jesus Christ.

THE BOOK OF LAW WAS FOUND
CONNECTION PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 34:14-31
The Israelites spent many years worshiping false idols. During this time, 
no one took care of the temple. It became dirty and needed repairs. No one 
wanted to worship God in the temple anymore. Then, the Israelites got a 
new king, Josiah. King Josiah loved God. He wanted to take care of the 
temple again. He wanted the people to love and obey God again. 

So, King Josiah ordered that the temple be cleaned and restored. As the 
men were working, Hilkiah the priest found the book of the law of the 
Lord written by Moses. Hilkiah told the court secretary, Shaphan, what he 
found and he gave it to him.

Shaphan took the book to the king and told him that it had been found by 
Hilkiah. Then Shaphan read the book of the law of the Lord to the king. 
When the king heard the words of the law, he tore his clothes. He was very 
upset. Josiah realized that the people had sinned—a lot! 

Josiah asked the priest Hilkiah to go ask God what they should do. Josiah 
knew that the people would face many consequences for their sin against 
God.

Hilkiah and some other leaders went to visit the prophetess, Huldah.

Huldah gave them a message from God. “God said He will bring disaster 
to Jerusalem and its people because they have disobeyed. The people have 
worshiped false gods and abandoned Me. They will have consequences for 
their sin.” Then Huldah gave them a message from God for King Josiah. 
“Because your heart was tender and you were humble when you heard the 
words of God. Because you were humble and tore your clothes and cried, 
you will not see the disaster that is coming.”

Later, the king gathered all of the leaders of Judah together at the temple. 
Josiah read to the people the book of the law that had been found. Then 
Josiah made a covenant to obey God and all of His commands with all of 
his heart and soul.
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GET STARTED

GET STARTED (10 MINUTES)

JUDE W QUESTIONS
• Say: “The Book of Jude will be part of our study today. So, you know 

what that means! It’s time for a look at our Books of the Bible Posters! 
You’ll want to remember what we learn today, because next time we’ll be 
playing a game with all three of the posters we’ve used throughout this 
study.”

• Display “Jude” to examine the following W questions:
1. Who wrote the text? (Jude, half brother of Jesus and brother of James)
2. Who is the audience? (Christians)
3. What was happening in the world? (Herod’s temple expansion at 

Jerusalem was completed, A.D. 64)
4. When was Jude written? (Possibly A.D. 60s)
5. When did the events of Jude take place? (Likely late A.D. 60s)
6. Where was Jude written? (Unknown)
7. Why was Jude written? (To warn against false teachers and affirm the 

truth about God’s grace.)
• Form two teams. Have a volunteer from each team stand next to the 

poster.
• The first volunteer will read the first question aloud. Her team will repeat 

the question in unison.
• The second volunteer will read the answer aloud. His team will repeat the 

answer in unison.
• Repeat the process for each question and answer.
• The idea is to create a rhythm as they repeat the questions and answers.
• It might take a few times through the list before a rhythm develops. 

Allow the volunteers reading aloud to establish the cadence.
• Ensure that each answer is clearly stated. The kids will be learning the 

information as they are focusing on the rhythm of their responses.
• With the remaining time, have volunteers read through the 

miscellaneous information at the bottom of the poster.
• Say: “It’s interesting to learn the different facts about the books of the 

Bible. I hope you have interest in learning all you can about what’s in the 
Bible.”

• Transition to Bible Study.

TOOLS:
“Jude” (Books of the Bible 
Posters)
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BIBLE STUDY

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMPING IN
• Distribute the Family Cards and display the “Torah Scroll” visual. 

Describe the object for the session.
• Say: “Today’s object represents God’s law. As we go through the Bible 

story, we’re going to talk about the book of the law being found. There’s 
so much to discuss in that story, but before we get to it, I want you to 
think about one particular aspect. The book of the law had been lost.”

• Explain that there is some debate on what it might have meant for the 
book of the law to be lost. Usually, when something is lost it means 
people had searched but could not find it. In this situation, there was a 
significant amount of time when the book of the law probably could have 
been found, but it is likely no one was searching.

• Say: “You’re going to hear about people in today’s story who didn’t even 
know what was in the law. They had spent their entire lives not knowing 
what was expected by God. Without His Word, they accepted many false 
ideas of right and wrong. They strayed far from God.”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Encourage the kids to open their Bibles to 2 Peter 2:1.
• Say: “People do not always know when they are being deceived. The only 

way to avoid deception is to remain saturated and dependent on truth—
God’s Word.”

• Read or have the kids help read 1 Peter 2:1-3.
• Say: “We should expect false prophets and false teachings, that way we 

are unlikely to be fooled by their destructive influence.”
• Read or have the kids help read Jude 1:16-25.
• Say: “There will always be a contradiction between truth and lies. They 

might look alike thanks to clever liars, but they will never be the same.”
• Continue: “Enjoying a lie doesn’t make it true, and disliking the truth 

doesn’t make it less true. We’re able to trust the truth of God’s Word, not 
because it’s the easiest thing to believe, but because it’s true. God’s Word 
reveals truth to transform our lives.”

• Display and review the “Christ in Context: 2 Peter” poster and the “Christ 
in Context: Jude” poster.

• Conclude: “Jesus died for sinners that we may be forgiven. That is always 
going to be true.”

THE BIBLE STORY
• Say: “Sometimes people can be misled because they don’t know what’s 

true. Other times, people willingly avoid finding out what’s true, because 
they don’t want truth to interfere with their lives.”

• Tell the Bible story using the included script as a guide.
• Say: “The Israelites in the story embraced false teachings. They were 

ignorant of God’s law and couldn’t know they were believing lies. 

TOOLS:
Bibles; “Torah Scroll” (DVD-
ROM); “Christ in Context: 
2 Peter,” “Christ in Context: 
Jude,” “Jude 1:21,” “Text 
Truth Strips” (Poster Pack); 
Explore the Bible on Location 
video; Family Cards
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BIBLE STUDY

Unfortunately, people throughout history have done the same things.”
• Continue: “There are many false teachings today. We have the Bible, yet 

we still get trapped in lies about what is right and wrong. The book of the 
law was lost because it wasn’t being used. If we’re not using our Bibles, 
they might as well be lost too.”

• Invite a volunteer to post the “Text Truth Strip” on the wall and read it 
aloud to the group. God’s Word reveals truth to transform our lives.

• Say: “Think of what happened when the book of the law was found. 
Josiah was grieved that he and his people had gone so far in their 
sin against God. He sought God’s instructions for how to repair their 
relationship. Then he obeyed.”

• Continue: “Do we grieve when we discover sin in our lives? Do we seek 
God’s instruction to overcome the sin? Do we obey the instruction once 
we get it?”

• Conclude: “If we rely on the Bible, it will keep us from being misled and 
entangled by false beliefs. Thankfully, we don’t have to search long to 
find truth, the Bible is available for us to know God.”

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Ask: “What is the best selling book in history?” After kids share their 

thoughts, say: “Today Joel is going to learn the answer to that question 
and learn about a special invention that helped make that book so 
popular.”

• Play the “Session 12” video.
• Ask: “What invention did Joel learn about? How did it help the Bible 

spread around the world?”

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
• Review the previous week’s verse, Hebrews 4:12.
• Display the “Jude 1:21” poster.
• Offer someone an opportunity to lead the group in reading it together.
• Encourage the kids to summarize their understanding of mercy and 

how it relates to forgiveness. Relate it to the verse and discuss how God’s 
mercy is an expression of His love.

• Explain that memorizing this verse with their families will help everyone 
remember that God’s Word reveals truth to transform our lives.

PRAYER
• Say: “Our Text Truth reminds us that God’s Word reveals truth to 

transform our lives. My prayer is that it will transform your lives.”
• Close in prayer, and dismiss to Small Group.
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SMALL GROUP

BALLOON TIC-TAC-TOE
Tools: balloons, tape, permanent markers, “Review Questions” and “Allergy Alert” (enhanced CD)

 ¨ Tape a tic-tac-toe grid on the floor. Depending on the size of the balloons, the squares will probably work best 

if they measure approximately two feet. Designate boundaries at least a few feet away from the grid on each 

side.

• Review the Text Truth: God’s Word reveals truth to transform our lives.

• Form two teams. Provide balloons to each team. Allow them to mark the balloons to determine which belong to 

each team.
• Begin the game by asking one team a review question. If they reply with the correct answer, allow one team 

member to stand behind the boundary line and toss a balloon to the grid. If it lands outside the grid, it can be 

tossed again.
• Continue by asking a review question to the other team. All the same guidelines apply. However, once a 

balloon is on the grid, it can be knocked out of place by the opposing team. If a balloon is knocked off the 

grid, it cannot be retrieved, but it can be counted if it gets knocked back on to the grid.

• Multiple balloons from the same team in the same square only count for that square.

• If balloons from both teams fall into the same square, they both count.

• When a tic-tac-toe is made, clear the grid and play again using previous review questions.

MOVE

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Instruct the kids to open their Explorer Guides to “Learn from the Bible.”
• Invite the kids to open their Bibles and briefly review 2 Peter 2:1-3 and 

Jude 1:16-25. Help kids review Peter and Jude’s message about false 
prophets as they complete the activity, “That’s False.”

• Examine the ‘Word to Know’ for today. Aid the kids in locating the word 
in today’s Bible passage. 

• Review the Bible story by guiding boys and girls to complete the “Bible 
Story Review.” Then select a volunteer to read about today’s object.

• Introduce the “Connection Statement.” Discuss what it would be like 
to lose the Bible and not have anything to tell us about God and His 
expectations. Ask a volunteer to read about the burned book.

PRAYER TIME
• Invite the kids to talk about ways they have seen people changed by what 

they learn in the Bible. Ask for feedback about the reasons people do not 
change.

• Instruct the kids to silently consider one way God has used the Bible to 
transform them and one way they have resisted being transformed.

• Close in prayer, rejoicing for the transformations and requesting help for 
any unwillingness.

TOOLS:
Bibles, Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

TECH CONNECT 
(OPTIONAL)
• Prior to class, download 

the Explore the Bible: Kids 
Family App. 

• Use the activity labeled 
“Explorer Plus” on the app.
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SMALL GROUP

BIBLE BOOKMARKS
Tools: “Bookmarks” (enhanced CD), 
heavyweight paper, scissors, glue, markers

 ¨ Prior to meeting, print “Bookmarks” on 

heavyweight paper to have enough for the 

entire group.
 ¨ Provide markers, scissors, glue, and 

“Bookmarks” for each kid.

• Refer to the Text Truth and ask for a volunteer 

to read it to the group. God’s Word reveals 
truth to transform our lives.

• Say: “We talked a lot today about trusting 
the Bible and avoiding false teaching. A very 

important aspect of knowing God’s Word is 
actually reading and studying God’s Word. 
We’re going to do a craft that will be useful 
while you’re studying your Bible.”

• Have the kids cut out the bookmark 
templates. Show them how to fold and secure 

the flaps with glue.
• Ensure the first flap folded over is not glued to 

the base. That is where the pages of the Bible 

will fit to secure the bookmark in the corner.

• Suggest that the kids use markers to decorate 

their bookmarks.
• Allow the kids to make as many bookmarks as 

they want. Suggest that they make some for 

friends and family.
• As the kids are cutting, folding, and gluing, 

ask them their thoughts on today’s Bible 
story. Encourage them to share opinions and 

insights in a more casual discussion of the 
Bible study.

BOOKS OF THE  BIBLE CHALLENGE
Tools: disposable cups; permanent marker; 
“1 Peter,” “2 Peter,” “Jude” (Books of the Bible 
Posters)

 ¨ Prior to the activity, write the books of the 
Bible on the inside rims of disposable cups. 
One book will be written inside each cup. 
Also write inside the cup a point value.

• Say: “Today’s Text Truth, God’s Word reveals 
truth to transform our lives, reminds us why 
it’s important to study our Bibles. We’ve been 
going through this study together for several 
weeks, and some of the fun things we’ve 
gotten to study are the Books of the Bible 
Posters. They always have such interesting 
facts listed.”

• Explain that today’s game will require them 
to answer questions about the information on 
the posters.

• Turn the cups upside down, and allow the kids 
to take turns choosing a cup.

• When a kid selects a cup, he will read the 
book of the Bible written inside his cup. Ask 
a random question from the corresponding 
poster. It he answers correctly, he gets to keep 
points written inside the cup. If he answers 
incorrectly, he must return the cup. Another 
player will have the opportunity to select that 
cup.

• Play until the cups are gone.

MAKE

REVIEW
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Use the Bible
2 Peter 3:3-13,17-18

In this final session, the larger context verses include Peter’s teaching on “the Day of the 
Lord” as well as His concluding words. As has been the case for the earlier studies of this 
epistle, there is much that we do not know. Who, exactly, were the false teachers who were 
denying the second coming? Were they the same as the teachers Peter had condemned 
earlier in the letter? Although we can make educated guesses, we really don’t need to know 
the specifics. It is abundantly clear that Peter believed the best way to undercut those who 
scoffed at the second coming was to offer a positive presentation about the certainty of 
Christ’s return. Peter used the topic of the future to encourage his readers to live holy lives 
in the present. 

The “waiting period” in the Day of the Lord and God’s judgment should not be 
understood as a delay, but an opportunity for all to come to repentance. God’s patience in 
bringing this sudden, awesome work is exemplary of His unending grace and mercy for 
those who have not yet placed their trust in His name. 

Peter’s readers faced trials not unlike those faced by Christians today. Persecution, 
in its various forms, and false teaching with unsound doctrine, are considerable forces in 
motion. Therefore, it is essential that we hold true to the unwavering Word of God and 
find stability through growing in the grace and knowledge of Christ. We must fill ourselves 
with the knowledge and truth of God and wait expectantly for the day of His glorious and 
victorious return. 

Session 13
Session 13: Use the Bible

101Session 13: Use the Bible



OVERVIEW

GET 
STARTED
10 MINUTES

BIBLE 
STUDY

35 MINUTES

SMALL 
GROUP

30 MINUTES

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE: 2 Peter 3:3-13,17-18
CONNECTION PASSAGES: Luke 12:35-40; Mark 13:32-37; Matthew 24:30-31,44
FAMILY MEMORY VERSE: 2 Peter 3:9
TEXT TRUTH: God’s Word promises that one day, Jesus will return. A new heaven and new 
earth will be created.

NOTE: Downloadable versions of DVD items are available in the Digital Video Bundle. 
Downloadable versions of enhanced CD items are available in the Music and Print Extras Bundle.
For free online training on how to lead a group, visit ministrygrid.com/web/explorethebible.

GET STARTED TOOLS
 ¨ Match the Poster: sticky 
notes; “1 Peter,” “2 Peter,” 
“Jude” (Books of the Bible 
Posters) 

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS
 ¨ Jumping In: Family 
Cards, “Clock” (DVD-
ROM)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “Christ in Context: 
2 Peter” (Poster Pack), 
“The Gospel” (enhanced 
CD)

 ¨ Tell the Bible Story: 
Bibles, “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“2 Peter 3:9” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack)

SMALL GROUP TOOLS
 ¨ Explorer Guide: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

 ¨ Move: paper towel rolls, 
music

 ¨ Messy: plates, tape, 
popcorn, “Allergy Alert” 
(enhanced CD)

 ¨ Review: “Review Grid” 
(Poster Pack), sticky 
notes in 3 different colors, 
“Review Questions” 
(enhanced CD)
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BIBLE STORY

CHRIST IN CONTEXT:
The Book of 2 Peter affirms 
that Jesus will come again. 
Jesus is God’s Son whom Peter 
witnessed in His time on earth. 
Believers should pursue a God-
honoring life, trusting God to 
provide everything they need, 
until Jesus returns.

CONNECTION 
STATEMENT:
Jesus warned people to be 
ready because one day He will 
return.

JESUS PROMISED TO RETURN
CONNECTION PASSAGES: 
Luke 12:35-40; Mark 13:32-37; Matthew 24:30-31,44

Jesus told His followers about a time that would one day come. “Be ready 
for service,” He told the people. “You should be like people who are waiting 
for the leader to return home. They are waiting so they can open the door 
when he knocks. The servants will be blessed for being alert and ready for 
their leader to arrive. You should also be ready. The Son of Man is coming 
at an hour that you do not expect.”

Another time, Jesus told His followers that no one except God knows the 
day and the hour that Jesus will come back. Jesus said, “Watch! Be alert! 
You do not know when the time is coming.” 

Jesus told the people that His return would be like a man that went on a 
journey and left his servant at home. The man told the doorkeeper to be 
alert since he will not know what time or day the man will return home.

Jesus told the people about His death, resurrection, and return on several 
occasions.

He told the people that one day the Son of Man, Jesus, will come on the 
clouds of heaven. He will have power and great glory. He will send out the 
angels with a loud trumpet and all of God’s people will be gathered together 
with Jesus. 

This is why God’s people must be ready. Jesus is coming at a time that no 
one expects.

KEY CONNECTIONS TO 2 PETER 
CORE PASSAGE: 2 Peter 3:3-13,17-18

• God wants all to repent.
• The Day of the Lord will come as a surprise. 
• God created time and He is not limited by it.
• God’s people wait for the day when a new earth and new heaven will be 

created and righteousness will live.
• Be alert so you are not misled.
• Grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus, the Lord and Savior.
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GET STARTED

TOOLS:
sticky notes; “1 Peter,” 
“2 Peter,” “Jude” (Books of 
the Bible Posters)

TIP:
Write down your facts or 
answers before class.

GET STARTED (10 MINUTES)

MATCH THE POSTER
• Say: “Today’s our last session for this study. It’s been informative and 

helpful. There’s plenty we can use in our lives from what we’ve learned 
about trusting God.”

• Invite the kids to engage in a casual discussion of the things they have 
learned throughout the study. Begin by recounting several key points or 
interesting stories, and encouraging the kids to do the same.

• Ask: “Did you remember that we’ve been studying things from three 
different books of the Bible?” Allow the kids to identify the books.

• Provide sticky notes to each of the kids.
• Post the “1 Peter,” “2 Peter,” and “Jude” posters in different locations on 

a wall. Walk back and forth in front of them a few times. Select a fact or 
answer to a question from one of the three posters.

• Walk away and announce your selection.
• The kids will have three seconds to rush to the posters and place their 

sticky notes on the front of whichever one they think is your source.
• The kids should be familiar with the three posters, so after several 

rounds have been played, consider including several other Books of the 
Bible Posters.

• Transition to Bible Study.
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BIBLE STUDY

TOOLS:
Bibles; “Clock” (DVD-ROM); 
“Christ in Context: 2 Peter,” 
“2 Peter 3:9,” “Text Truth 
Strips” (Poster Pack); Explore 
the Bible on Location video; 
Family Cards; “The Gospel” 
(enhanced CD)

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMPING IN
• Distribute the Family Cards and display the “Clock” visual. Describe the 

object for the session.
• Say: “This clock is appreciated for its consistency. It keeps nearly perfect 

time, so it’s reliable. That kind of accuracy is important to people. Not 
many things can measure up to a nearly perfect standard.”

• Hold up a Bible for the kids to see.
• Say: “Of course, there’s only one thing that holds up as the measure for 

what is perfect. The Bible gives us the perfect truth of God.”
• Ask: “Did you know that Jesus said He will return?” Allow brief 

responses.
• Say: “God knows what time it will be on that nearly perfect clock when 

Jesus returns. No one else knows, but He knows, because He’s in control. 
A clock can measure time, but it can’t make things happen at a certain 
time. Only God has the authority to ensure the future occurs on His 
schedule. His timing is perfect.”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Encourage the kids to open their Bibles to 2 Peter 3:3.
• Say: “Jesus will return. He has a plan and has never failed to fulfill any 

part of His plan.”
• Read or have the kids help read 2 Peter 3:3-8.
• Say: “There’s evidence in all of creation that God exists, yet some still do 

not believe. They downplayed God’s promise and ignore their coming 
judgment. We can be assured of God’s power to fulfill all that He has 
promised.”

• Read or have the kids help read 2 Peter 3:9-13.
• Say: “Do not mistake God’s patience for indifference. It’s easy to think 

that because God is so forgiving He might not be bothered by minor 
sins. No sin is minor to God. He doesn’t ignore sin. He allows time for 
repentance.”

• Read or have the kids help read 2 Peter 3:17-18.
• Say: “Even those who know Scripture should be careful not to be 

confused by lies. No one is immune from being deceived. Stay focused on 
truth to protect yourself from deception.”

• Display the “Christ in Context: 2 Peter” poster.
• Conclude: “Jesus has more to reveal to us in the future, but all we need 

for today has already been accomplished on the cross.”
• Review “The Gospel.” Allow the kids to ask any questions they have or 

to speak with a counselor if they have more questions about becoming a 
Christian.

THE BIBLE STORY
• Ask a volunteer to post the “Text Truth Strip” on the wall and lead the 
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BIBLE STUDY

group in reading it aloud. God’s Word promises that one day, Jesus 
will return. A new heaven and new earth will be created.

• Say: “God has a plan. When He reveals something that will happen in the 
future, it will happen. There are examples throughout the Bible of God 
warning people or giving them time to prepare for something. He would 
explain His plan, and it would always happen as He explained. There 
might be unexpected details, but His plan was always accomplished.”

• Tell the Bible story using the included script as a guide.
• Continue: “There were prophecies the first time Jesus came to earth. 

His fulfillment of those prophesies were not always what people were 
expecting. It’s because they were looking for the fulfillment of their 
own plans. Perhaps that’s why the warning to be alert accompanies the 
message of Jesus’ return. God wants us to trust His plan and be ready at 
all times by remaining obedient and guided by His truth.”

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Say: “Name something that you wait for.” After kids answer, share: 

“Kaileigh is going to be learning about waiting in our video today. Let’s 
watch and see who she visited this week.” 

• Play the “Session 13” video.
• Ask: “What did Kaileigh learn about waiting? What can we do while we 

wait for Jesus to come back?”

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
• Review the previous week’s verse, Jude 1:21.
• Display the “2 Peter 3:9” poster.
• Offer someone an opportunity to lead the group in reading it together.
• Encourage the kids to discuss the meaning of the verse and the warning 

not to mistake God’s patience for slowness. Clarify that God’s love does 
not make Him comfortable with sin. Instead, it makes Him willing to 
wait for people to repent.

• Explain that memorizing this verse with their families will help everyone 
remember that God’s Word promises that one day, Jesus will return. 
A new heaven and new earth will be created.

PRAYER
• Say: “God’s Word promises that one day, Jesus will return. A new 

heaven and new earth will be created. Until then, God wants us to 
repent and stay on guard against sin. My prayer is that you will trust 
in Jesus and share His message so others might turn to Him as He 
patiently waits.”

• Close in prayer, and dismiss to Small Group.
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SMALL GROUP

TEXT TRUTH BRIDGE
Tools: paper towel rolls, music

• Have two kids face one another and hold the opposite ends of two empty paper towel rolls with their hands up 

in the air.
• Turn on a song while the other kids take turns passing between the two under the paper towel rolls, or 

“bridge.”
• Every time a kid passes under the bridge, he will stop to recite the Text Truth: God’s Word promises that, one 

day, Jesus will return. A new heaven and new earth will be created.

• If the kid passing under the bridge doesn’t know the Text Truth, he only gets help with one word every five 

seconds. Instill a sense of urgency even if the song is not near the end.

• When the music stops, the two holding the paper towel rolls lower their arms. The kid still under the bridge 

gets caught and is out. Repeat until everyone has a turn.

• This can be played with multiple pairs of kids holding paper towel rolls. It would be a series of bridges instead 

of only one. Make sure there are fewer bridges than kids walking under them or it will be impossible for any of 

them to be out from under a bridge when the music stops.

MOVE

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Instruct the kids to open their Explorer Guides to “Use the Bible.”
• Say: “Let’s talk about the ‘Word to Know’ for today.” Review the word and 

help each kid locate the word in his Bible. Invite a volunteer to read about 
today’s object. Ask another volunteer to read about Atomic Clocks.

• Invite the kids to open their Bibles and briefly review 
2 Peter 3:3-13, 17-18. Discuss the study, and encourage the kids to ask 
any questions or share any thoughts they might have. Encourage kids to 
think about God’s perfect timing as they complete “Final Instructions” 
and “Waiting … Easy or Hard?”

• Introduce the “Connection Statement” and select a kid to attach it to the 
wall. Select a volunteer to read about the time zones on earth.

• Don’t forget to let kids take home their Explorer Guides today.

PRAYER TIME
• Allow the kids to share examples of ways they have observed God answer 

prayer throughout the study.
• Discuss how using the lessons learned in the sessions can help everyone 

continue praying for each other.
• Invite everyone who is comfortable to contribute to a brief prayer for the 

group. Close the time by praying last.

TOOLS:
Bibles, Explorer Guides, pens, 
“Connection Statements” 
(Poster Pack)

TECH CONNECT 
(OPTIONAL)
• Prior to class, download 

the Explore the Bible: Kids 
Family App. 

• Use the activity labeled 
“Explorer Plus” on the app.
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SMALL GROUP

POPCORN DARTS
Tools: plates, tape, popcorn, “Allergy Alert” 
(enhanced CD)

 ¨ Provide a disposable plate and tape to each 

kid.
 ¨ Double-sided tape will also work, if it is 

available. 

• Assist kids in layering tape, sticky side out, 

across the plate. The kids may design their 
own tape patterns, but the more coverage, the 

better.
• Have the kids select locations on the floor 

next to a wall on one side of the room. 
Designate a boundary line with tape at least 

five feet away. The distance might need to be 

adjusted depending on the skill level of the 
kids.

• The kids will line up at the boundary line 
across from their own plates and toss popcorn 

to try to get it to land on their taped plate. For 

each piece of popcorn tossed, kids must say 

one word of the Text Truth, working their way 

through the phrase.
• An alternative would be to attach the plates to 

a wall, but not all types of tape and popcorn 

will work for that option. Test it beforehand, if 

that is preferred.
• At the end of the game, lead all of the girls 

and boys to call out the Text Truth: God’s 
Word promises that, one day, Jesus will 
return. A new heaven and new earth will be 

created. 

REVIEW GRID
Tools: “Review Grid” (Poster Pack), sticky 
notes in 3 different colors, “Review Questions” 
(enhanced CD)

 ¨ Secure the “Review Grid” to the wall.

• Note: This is a repeat activity.
• Form three teams.
• Provide sticky notes for each team. Make sure 

the teams have different colored sticky notes, 
or mark them to designate the teams.

• A member of the first team will place a sticky 
note anywhere on the grid. The number to 
the left will determine the point value of the 
question. The point values do not necessarily 
need to reflect the difficulty of the questions.

• The team can work together to answer any 
review question you ask them.

• If the accurate answer is given, they leave 
their sticky note on the “Review Grid.”

• If an inaccurate answer is given, the sticky 
note is removed, and another team takes 
a turn with a different question. No bonus 
points may be earned.

• If a sticky note is placed on a bonus square, 
designated on the grid, the category at the 
top of the board will tell them what to recite 
to earn their points. A correct answer doubles 
the points earned for that square.

• Continue until the “Review Grid” is full, then 
calculate the points to declare the winning 
team.

REVIEW
MESSY
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Glossary of terms
Each of these terms will help you as you delve into teaching Explore the Bible: Kids.

•  CORE PASSAGE
The focal passage for all age groups. 

•  TEXT TRUTH
The main point of the Core Passage to communicate to children.

•  CONNECTION PASSAGE
Related Scripture and story that connects to the Text Truth and Core Passage.

•  CONNECTION STATEMENT
A statement connecting the Core and Connection Passages.

•  CHRIST IN CONTEXT
The message of Jesus in a particular Bible book.

•  GENRE
A specific form or type of writing or literature. Each form has rules or basic features. In the Bible, there 
are six genres: Law, History, Poetry and Wisdom, Prophecy, Gospel, and Letters.

•  CONTEXT
The words or environment around what you are studying that help you understand what it means. 
Examples of types of context: historical context, cultural context.

•  ORIGINAL AUDIENCE
The author of each Bible book wrote to a specific audience. The original audience is the first audience 
to receive the Bible book. All other readers, including today’s readers, are not the original audience. The 
original audience is key to understanding the author’s purpose for the Bible book or text.

•  CROSS-REFERENCING
Examining a second (third, fourth, and etc.) biblical text to gain greater understanding of the first biblical 
text.
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Coming Next Quarter
Winter 2016-17

DATE CORE PASSAGE CONNECTION PASSAGE MEMORY VERSE

Dec. 4 Joshua 1:1-9 Joshua 3–4 Joshua 1:5

Dec. 11 Joshua 6:12-25 Joshua 2; 6:1-25 Joshua 4:24

Dec. 18 Joshua 10:6-14 Joshua 10:1-14 Joshua 1:7

Dec. 25 Luke 1:26-38 Luke 2:1-20 Luke 1:32-33

Jan. 1 Joshua 22:1-8 Joshua 14:6-15 (Numbers 13–14) Joshua 22:5

Jan. 8 Joshua 24:14-28 Joshua 24:1-28 Joshua 24:15

Jan. 15
Proverbs 24:11-12;  
Mark 10:46-49*

Mark 5:24-34; 8:22-26; 10:13-16, 
46-52

Philippians 2:3

Jan. 22 Judges 2:11-19 Judges 3:7-31 Judges 2:18

Jan. 29 Judges 4:4-10,12-16 Judges 4–5 Judges 5:3

Feb. 5 Judges 6:11-16,25-31 Judges 6–8 Judges 6:16

Feb. 12 Judges 16:4-6,13-20 Judges 13–16 Romans 6:23

Feb. 19 Ruth 1:6-18 Ruth 1–2 Ruth 1:16

Feb. 26 Ruth 3:8-13; 4:13-17 Ruth 2–4 Psalm 92:4

BOOK - The Books of Joshua, Judges, and Ruth record the early history of Israel as they move into the Promised Land. These 
stories detail Israel’s conquest of the land and their subsequent fall into a viscous pattern of abandonment of God and return. 
Ruth’s story is included as well as a study for Christmas. 
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Tools For Digging Deep!
OLDER KIDS TOOL KIT
The resources you need to lead one class:
• One Older Kids Leader Guide
• One Older Kids Explorer Guide
• One pack Older Kids Family Cards
• One Older Kids Poster Pack
• One Kids Enhanced CD
• One Kids DVD

OLDER KIDS LEADER GUIDE
Helps older kids connect the Bible to present day
• Leader-friendly session plans for small- and large-group learning
• Activities to encourage kids to dig, explore, and discover the Bible

OLDER KIDS EXPLORER GUIDE
Engage older kids with a colorful, fact-filled magazine.
• Identifies each object that reminds kids of the Bible story and Text Truth 
• Weekly pages with colorful illustrations, info-graphics, and photos
• Fun-to-do Bible-focused activities relate to the Bible content and application
• Send home at the end of the quarter for kids to keep

OLDER KIDS POSTER PACK
Filled with leader-friendly resources that make teaching easy
• Christ in Context poster(s)
• Text Truth statements
• Family Memory Verse posters (ESV, HCSB, KJV, NIV)
• Additional visual aids and resources

OLDER KIDS FAMILY CARDS
• Equip parents with discussion questions that relate to each session

KIDS ENHANCED CD
• Bible-related music
• Printable teacher tools and session helps

KIDS DVD
•  Includes a video for each session to help kids connect the biblical text in 

the cultural and historical context of the session

KIDS TOOL KIT WITH WORSHIP
• Second-hour option 
• Kid-friendly worship experience that reinforces every weekly session



ADMIT BELIEVE CONFESS

THE GOSPEL 
GOD’S PLAN FOR ME

The word gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the 
kingdom of God, and salvation. 

GOD RULES. The Bible tells us God created everything, including you and 
me, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to recite Genesis 1:1 from 
memory or read it from his Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 and Colossians 1:16-17.

WE SINNED. Since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey 
God (Romans 3:23). The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be 
around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s punishment of death 
(Romans 6:23).

GOD PROVIDED. Read John 3:16 aloud. God sent His Son, Jesus, the 
perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. 
It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on our own. Jesus alone saves us. 
Read Ephesians 2:8-9.

JESUS GIVES. Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, 
and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed 
into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read Romans 5:8; 
2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

WE RESPOND. We can respond to Jesus. “The ABCs of Becoming 
a Christian” is a simple tool that helps us remember how to respond when 
prompted by the Holy Spirit to the gift Jesus offers.

Admit to God that you are a sinner. 
The first people God created chose 
to sin and disobey God. Ever since 

then, all people have chosen to sin and 
disobey (Romans 3:23). Tell God you 
messed up and you are sorry for doing 
your own thing and turning away from 
Him through your thoughts, words, and 
actions. Repent, turn away from your sin. 
(Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:9) Repent doesn’t 
just mean turning from doing bad things 
to doing good things. It means turning 
from sin and even from your own good 
works and turning to Jesus, trusting only 
in Him to save you.

Believe that Jesus is God’s 
Son and receive God’s gift 
of forgiveness from sin. You 
must believe that only Jesus can save you 
and you cannot save yourself from your 
sin problem—not even by praying to God, 
going to church, or reading your Bible. 
Your faith or your trust is only in Jesus 
and what He did for you through His life, 
death, and resurrection. (Acts 16:31; 
Acts 4:12; John 14:6; Ephesians 2:8-9)

Confess your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior 
and Lord. Tell God and tell others what 
you believe. If Jesus is your Savior, you are 
trusting only in Him to save you. Jesus is 
also Lord, which means He is in charge 
and calling the shots in your life. You can 
start following Him and doing what He 
says in the Bible. You are born again into 
a new life and look forward to being with 
God forever. (Romans 10:9-10,13)
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Explore the Bible: Books of the Bible Posters  are a bright and colorful 
addition to any kids area! Kids will soak in interesting facts for each book, including 
author, audience, and purpose. Each book poster is color-coded according to the 
division of the Bible in which it belongs.

Order today!
005681346  • $29.99

1.800.458.2772 • lifeway.com/explorethebible
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EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Book-by-book studies for groups of all ages.
Want to use Explore the Bible with other age groups?
Preview Explore the Bible for students and adults at LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible

Now you can choose the Bible translation that appears in your study!

CHECK OUT THESE ADDITIONAL STUDY OPTIONS TO MEET ALL OF YOUR 
PROGRAMMING NEEDS THROUGHOUT THE WEEK:

BIBLE STUDIES 
FOR LIFE: KIDS

Combine creative teaching 
elements and hands-on learning 
to teach kids Bible truth and give 
them specific ways to apply it to 
their lives. Age-specific content 
is based on the Levels of Biblical 
Learning and packaged in a way 
that helps you disciple kids and 

strengthen families. 
biblestudiesforlife.com

WORSHIP 
FOR LIFE: KIDS 

Solid biblical teaching, engaging 
worship, group games, and 

take-home family resources—
all wrapped in a fun, energetic 

experience that your kids will love! 
Use it  as a stand-alone large group 

program or hand-in-hand with  
Bible Studies For Life: Kids.

lifeway.com/worshipforlife

THE GOSPEL 
PROJECT FOR KIDS

The entire gospel story like kids 
have never seen it before! Each 
week, through videos, music, 

activities and more, kids connect 
biblical events to God’s ultimate 

plan of redemption through Christ.
gospelproject.com/kids
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