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1 SAMUEL
The Book of 1 Samuel guides boys and girls on an 

adventure through three prominent lives in a pivotal 
transition point for the Israelite nation. Kids will 

learn stories of Samuel (the fi nal judge 
of Israel), Saul (the fi rst king of 

Israel), and David (Saul’s 
successor). 

SAMUEL
Through the life of Samuel, God ended the 

line of judges as the people begged for 
a king. Samuel served faithfully and was 
known for his honesty. Girls and boys will 

hear of Samuel’s birth, calling, and his 
ministry with Eli the priest. 

DAVID
David followed Saul as 

the second king of Israel. 
Kids will hear of David’s 

anointing, his battle with a 
giant, his success as a soldier, 

his gracious spirit in preserving 
life, and his military victories.

SAUL
The people asked for a 
king and God gave them 

Saul. Saul was anointed and 
crowned king of Israel. Samuel 
prayed for Saul and the people but 

Saul was ultimately rejected as king 
because of his sin. 

Qua r t er  OVer VieW
Bible explorations for preschoolers during Summer 2016 center on the Book of 1 Samuel. 
Bible-related activities, games, and conversations help teachers lead preschoolers to dig 
deep to discover and learn about this part of the Bible and what it has to say about God 
and the Israelites and key fi gures such as Samuel, Saul, and David.
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FOR THE 
LEADER

God Answer s
1 Samuel 1:10-18,26-28

In the Hebrew Bible, the Book of 1 Samuel immediately follows the Book of Judges (unlike 
the English order of books, where 1 Samuel follows Ruth). Judges ends with Israel in moral 
chaos, enduring severe oppression under the Philistines. The last judge, Samson, was a 
mighty warrior and saved Israel from the Philistines. Although Samson did kill many 
Philistines, he was morally undisciplined and did nothing to improve Israel’s spiritual life. 

First Samuel begins very simply with a story about a man named Elkanah and his 
wife, Hannah, who, like Samson’s parents, were barren. The birth of Samuel was, therefore, 
another work of God for Israel. And Samuel would succeed where Samson had failed. 
Samuel would effectively keep the Philistines in check; he would be the spiritual authority 
behind the two great enemies of the Philistines: Saul and David. But Samuel would also be 
an example of godliness. 

The story of Hannah also has a parallel in the New Testament, in the story of 
Mary. She had no children, albeit not because of infertility, but because she was a 
young virgin. Yet God also did a great work of salvation through her pregnancy and 
her son. Like Hannah, Mary celebrated the event with a memorable song of praise (see 
1 Samuel 2:1–10; Luke 1:46–55). In fact, if we compare Hannah’s song to Mary’s, it seems 
certain that Mary’s words are modeled on Hannah’s. Both women speak at length on how 
God elevates the poor and humble but casts down the proud and mighty. 

The first story of 1 Samuel is not political or even grandly theological. It is about an 
ordinary woman who was in great distress and prayed to God. This is what gives it such 
appeal. Life is made up of the struggles of ordinary people, and while God’s work may 
have meant deliverance for Israel, it also meant deliverance for the private burdens of 
individuals.   

Session 1

OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE
1 Samuel 1:10-18,26-28

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
1 Samuel 2:1

PRESCHOOL TEXT TRUTH
God hears and answers our prayers.

PRESCHOOL CONNECTION STORY PASSAGE
1 Samuel 1:1-20; 2:1-3,6

CHRIST IN CONTEXT 
The Book of 1 Samuel describes the beginning of rule by earthly 
kings. When Jesus came, He was the only perfect and holy King 
God sent to rule His people.

 SESSION BRIEF
The Book of 1 Samuel is rich with stories 
about good and bad leaders, God’s 
provision at every turn, the consequences 
of disobedience, and God’s special covenant 
relationship with Israel.
 You will introduce preschoolers to  
1 Samuel and this part of biblical history 
through the story of Hannah. Longing 
for a child, Hannah desperately begged 
God for a son. God honored Hannah’s 
faithfulness and answered her plea.
This week, guide preschoolers to learn that 
God hears and answers our prayers.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Family 
Memory Verse you want to use 
with your group.

From the text: 
Hannah prayed, “My heart 
rejoices in the Lord.”
1 Samuel 2:1

Preschool Paraphrase: 
Hannah prayed, “My heart 
praises God.” 1 Samuel 2:1

Session 1: God Answers
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SET THE STAGEBIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO 1 SAMUEL:

HANNAH PRAYED
1 Samuel 1:1-20; 2:1-3,6

A man named Elkanah and his family lived in the hill country. Elkanah had 
a wife named Hannah. Elkanah loved Hannah very much.

But Hannah was sad. She did not have any children. She wanted to have 
a family with her husband, Elkanah. Hannah was so sad, she cried and 
would not eat.

While Hannah was at the tabernacle (tent church), she found a place to 
pray. All alone, Hannah talked to God and cried. Hannah prayed, “God, if 
You will give me a son, I will be sure he knows about You. He will serve You 
all his life.”

Eli, the priest, was sitting near the doorpost of the tabernacle. He saw 
Hannah talking, but he could not hear what she said. Eli did not know 
Hannah was praying to God.

Hannah told Eli she was sad. “I’ve been praying,” Hannah told Eli.

“Go in peace,” Eli said. “May God answer your prayer.”

This made Hannah feel better. She went home with her family. Before long, 
God answered Hannah’s prayer. She and Elkanah had a baby boy, and 
Hannah named him Samuel.

Hannah thanked God for this wonderful gift. She said, “There is no one like 
You, God. You know all things. You give life.”

TEXT TRUTH
God hears and answers our 
prayers.

FAMILY VERSE 
Hannah prayed, “My heart 
praises God.”
1 Samuel 2:1

SET THE STAGE FOR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
• Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
• Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

• Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Offer two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

• Take turns rocking a baby doll.
• Draw on church shapes.
• Make happy and sad faces while looking in a mirror.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
• Allow preschoolers some time to finish the arrival activities. Invite kids 

to make sad faces. Hold the mirror in front of each child so he can see 
himself. 

• Say: “Today’s Bible story begins with a woman named Hannah. 
She was very, very sad. She was sad because she didn’t have any 
children. Hannah prayed and talked to God about this. Let’s go to our 
Exploration Stations and learn how God answered Hannah’s prayer.”

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• baby doll, child’s rocking 

chair
• paper cut into church 

shapes
• crayons
• nonbreakable mirror

NOTE: Digital versions of items 
identified as “Enhanced CD” 
are available in the Music and 
Print Extras Bundle.

Explore the Bible: Preschool Leader Guide Session 1: God Answers 98

BACKGROUND STUDY
 FOR CORE PASSAGE

QUICK LOOK AT WHAT 
THE SESSION IS ABOUT

BIBLE INFORMATION 
FOR THE SESSION

EASY-TO-DO IDEAS FOR GETTING 
PRESCHOOLERS READY TO LEARN

Get t o K noW Your L ea Der G uiDe
Th e weekly session plan is your tool for leading great Bible explorations.

CHECK OUT LEADER TIPS!

QUICK “DID YOU KNOWS?”

• HOW CHILDREN LEARN

• TIME-SAVER TIPS

• ORGANIZATIONAL IDEAS

• PREP STEPS

• GENTLE REMINDERS

TERMS TO KNOW

•  CORE PASSAGE
THE FOCAL PASSAGE FOR ALL 
AGE GROUPS. 

•  TEXT TRUTH
THE MAIN POINT TO 
COMMUNICATE TO CHILDREN.

•  CONNECTION PASSAGE
RELATES SCRIPTURE AND A 
STORY THAT CONNECT TO 
THE TEXT TRUTH AND CORE 
PASSAGE.

•  CHRIST IN CONTEXT
THE MESSAGE OF JESUS IN A 
PARTICULAR BIBLE BOOK.

Explore the Bible: Preschool Leader Guide2
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God hears and answers our 
prayers.

BIBLE STORY:
HANNAH PRAYED
1 Samuel 1:1-20; 2:1-3,6

LEADER TIP!
Always check with parents 
before serving food to 
preschoolers.

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

TOSS AND MATCH

Tools: Bible, Giant Game Cube 

(LifeWay, 005630803) or 

a medium-size box, 12 large 

index cards, masking tape

• Print each word of the Text 

Truth on individual cards. 

Make two sets of cards.

• Place one set of cards into 

pockets on the Giant Game 

Cube. (Or tape a word card 

to each side of the box). 

Lay the second set of cards 

in the correct order on the 

floor. 

• Read the Text Truth from 

the cards on the floor. Tell 

the children about a time 

when God answered a 

prayer for you.

• Invite a child to toss the 

cube. Say the word the 

cube lands on and help the 

child find the matching 

word card on the floor. 

• Say: “God wants us to 

talk to Him. He hears and 

answers prayer.”

MAKE AND TASTE 
BABY FOOD

Tools: Bible, bananas, apple-

sauce, bowls, potato masher, 

disposable spoons, napkins, 

hand sanitizer, Allergy Sign 

(Enhanced CD)

• Invite a child to make 

baby food. After washing 

his hands, the child may 

peel bananas and place 

the pieces into the bowl. 

Give other children turns 

mashing the bananas until 

the consistency is smooth.

• Offer a spoon of mashed 

bananas (or applesauce) 

to a preschooler to taste. 

Say: “You made some food 

a baby might eat. Families 

take care of their babies. 

Hannah took care of baby 

Samuel. She thanked God 

for Samuel.”

• Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 

2:1 and say the Family 

Verse. Lead the child to say 

the verse with you.

Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 

Verse. Lead the child to say 

VISIT A CHURCH 
HELPER

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
“Hannah Prayed” (Pack  
Item 1)

• Take 2-3 children on a 
walk to find a church 
helper who might talk 
with preschoolers for a few 
minutes. Ask the helper to 
tell what he does at church.

• Show children the Story 
Picture and point out Eli 
the priest. Remark: “Eli 
stayed at the temple. He 
talked to God and helped 
people know about God. 
Eli was a church helper.”

• Say a brief prayer, thanking 
God for church helpers. 
Remark: “Hannah prayed 
at church, and we do, too. 
God hears our prayers.”

DECORATE A PRAYER 
BOOK

Tools: Bible, Prayer Book 
Template (Enhanced CD), 
colored pencils, Activity Page

• Print a prayer book page 
for each child. Cut along 
the dotted line and fold as 
directed (see instructions 
on the Enhanced CD). Place 
the colored pencils nearby.

• Read the prayer prompts 
on each page to a child and 
encourage him to draw his 
response. While he is busy, 
comment on the Bible 
story. Remark that Hannah 
went to church to pray. 

• Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 
2:1 and point to the words. 
Remark: “God heard 
Hannah, and He hears our 
prayers.” Show the child 
the picture of Hannah 
(Activity Page).

• Make up a tune and sing: 
“We can pray, we can pray, 
we can talk to God.”

CREATE TIE-DYED ART

Tools: Bible, Bible Markers 1 
(Pack Item 15), baby wipes 
(squeeze out excess fluid), 
small rubber bands, washable 
markers, paper towels, paint 
smocks, permanent marker, 
Enhanced CD

• Mark 1 Samuel 2:1.

• Hold a wipe at its center 
and twist it tightly. Put  2-3 
rubber bands at intervals 
of the twisted wipe to 
secure it.

• Guide a child to use a 
marker to color a section 
of the wipe. He can use 
several colors.

• Carefully remove the 
rubber bands. Open the 
wipe and lay it on paper 
towels to dry. A pretty tie-
dye creation is the result.

• Open the Bible and read 
the Family Verse. Say: 
“Hannah praised God. He 
answered her prayer and 
gave her baby Samuel.”

• Listen to a song about 
praising God.

Explore the Bible: Preschool Leader Guide10 11Session 1: God Answers

CIRCLE TIMECIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS:
• several Bibles
• Story Picture: “Hannah 

Prayed” (Pack Item 1)
• Enhanced CD
• Sign Language Poster  

(Pack Item 19)
• Bible Markers 1 (Pack  

Item 15)

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

• Tell preschoolers: “Today’s story is 
from the Book of 1 Samuel. First 
Samuel tells about Samuel and the 
things God helped him learn and 
do. We will hear more stories from 
1 Samuel later.”

• Distribute Bibles to the children 
(or let them get the Bibles they 
brought to church). Ask teachers 
to assist children in finding the 
Book of 1 Samuel. 

• Lead children to locate 1 Samuel 
2:1. Say the Family Verse aloud, 
then lead preschoolers to repeat 
the verse two or three times.

• Review: “Hannah prayed and 
asked God for a son. God 
answered her prayer. We know 
that God hears and answers our 
prayers, too.”

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

• Ask preschoolers to reply to these 
statements:  
I can say thank you to God for . . .  
I love God because He is . . . 
I need God to help me . . . 
I know God loves me because . . .

• Remark: “Let’s pray about some 
of the things you said.” Voice a 
simple prayer to include what the 
children said.

• Invite kids to pray aloud if they 
would like to. 

• Finally, close the prayer time by 
thanking God for hearing us pray.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

• As Circle Time ends, direct each 
teacher to gather with two or 
three preschoolers to look at the 
Activity Page. Invite kids to do the 
activity on the page and recall the 
Bible story as they work.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!

LET’S GATHER.

• Begin playing the CD to signal 
preschoolers to get ready for Circle 
Time. When everyone is in the 
circle, lead the group to clap to a 
song.

• Remark: “I heard you sing with 
your voices. God hears you sing. 
He is glad we sing songs to Him.”

• Continue: “One way people 
communicate without using their 
voices is by using sign language.” 
Ask preschoolers if they have seen 
people use their hands to speak.

• Say: “Let’s say some words using 
our hands.”

• Show preschoolers the Sign 
Language Poster. Focus on the 
words hear, answer, and pray. 
Guide kids to use their hands and 
practice the signs.

• Say: “In today’s Bible story, we will 
hear about a woman who prayed 
to God. God heard Hannah and 
answered her prayer. Listen to the 
story.” 

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

• Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 1. 
Tell the Bible story with feeling, 
helping preschoolers understand 
the depth of Hannah’s emotions.

• Show the Story Picture and pass 
it around the circle so every child 
sees it. 

• Ask a child to point to Eli the 
priest. Say: “Look at Eli. Does he 
look worried? He was concerned 
about Hannah.”

• Discuss the emotions that 
Hannah felt. Encourage kids to 
show a face that is happy, angry, 
sad, worried. Say: “Hannah was 
sad because she and her husband 
Elkanah didn’t have a child. 
Hannah prayed and asked God 
to give her a son, and God did! 
Hannah was so happy to have her 
baby boy. What was the baby boy’s 
name?” (Samuel)

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)

Explore the Bible: Preschool Leader Guide12 13Session 1: God Answers

FUN BIBLE-RELATED 
ACTIVITIES FOCUS 

ON HANDS-ON BIBLE 
DISCOVERY AND 
EXPLORATION

EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
LEADER GUIDE

EMPHASIS ON …
• USING THE BIBLE
• DEVELOPING BIBLE SKILLS
•  CONNECTING BIBLE 

CONTENT TO JESUS
•  APPLYING BIBLE CONTENT 

TO CHILDREN’S LIVES
•  MODELING BIBLE 

CONVERSATION AND 
PRAYER

THROUGH …
• GROUP TIME EXPERIENCES
•  SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES
•  HANDS-ON EXPLORATIONSDON’T FORGET THE 

PRESCHOOL ACTIVITY PAGE!
STEP-BY-STEP PROCEDURES FOR 

GROUP TIME EXPERIENCES

SEE PAGE 111 FOR DESCRIPTIONS OF RELATED PRESCHOOL RESOURCES TO ENHANCE TEACHING.
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At-A-Gl ance
SESSION SUGGESTED FOR 

THE WEEK OF CORE PASSAGE TEXT TRUTH BIBLE STORY FAMILY MEMORY VERSE

1 June 5 1 Samuel 1:10-18,26-28 God hears and answers our prayers. Hannah Prayed (1 Samuel 1:1-20; 2:1-3,6) 1 Samuel 2:1

2 June 12 1 Samuel 3:1-10,17-21 Listen and learn what God wants you to do.  Samuel Listened to God (1 Samuel 1:24-28; 3:1-10,15-21) 1 Samuel 3:10

3 June 19 1 Samuel 5:1-6; 6:11-16 Love God and worship only Him. Samuel Led the People (1 Samuel 7:2-16) Psalm 21:13

4 June 26 1 Samuel 8:4-9,19-22 God wants us to trust Him. The eople Get a King (1 Samuel 8:4-9,19-22; 9:15-17; 10:20-25) 1 Samuel 8:7

5 July 3 1 Samuel 12:12-25 Love God and follow Him. Samuel Talked to the People (1 Samuel 12:1-25) 1 Samuel 12:20

6 July 10 1 Samuel 15:7-15,22-23 God expects people to obey Him. Saul’s Mistake (1 Samuel 14:48; 15:1-28) 1 Samuel 15:22

7 July 17 1 Samuel 16:4-13 God chooses people to do His work. An Important Trip for Samuel (1 Samuel 16:1-13) 1 Samuel 16:7

8 July 24 1 Samuel 17:32-37,42-50 People will know about God. David Was Brave (1 Samuel 17:12-49) 1 Samuel 17:46

9 July 31 1 Samuel 18:1-5; 20:35-42 God gives us friends. Jonathan Loved His Friend (1 Samuel 18:1-5; 19:1-7; 20:1-42) 1 Samuel 18:3

10 August 7 1 Samuel 22:6-17 People who love God love others. David Showed Kindness to Saul (1 Samuel 24:1-22) Psalm 31:7

11 August 14 1 Samuel 25:14-17,32-38 God wants people to help others. Help for Elijah (1 Kings 17:7-16) 1 Samuel 25:32-33

12 August 21 1 Samuel 26:7-12,21-25 God wants people to do what is right. Joseph Forgave His Brothers (Genesis 45:1-15; 50:15-21) Romans 12:17

13 August 28 1 Samuel 30:6-8,18-25 God will help us. David’s Prayer (Psalm 27) 1 Samuel 30:6

Explore the Bible: Preschool Leader Guide4
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SESSION SUGGESTED FOR 

THE WEEK OF CORE PASSAGE TEXT TRUTH BIBLE STORY FAMILY MEMORY VERSE

1 June 5 1 Samuel 1:10-18,26-28 God hears and answers our prayers. Hannah Prayed (1 Samuel 1:1-20; 2:1-3,6) 1 Samuel 2:1

2 June 12 1 Samuel 3:1-10,17-21 Listen and learn what God wants you to do.  Samuel Listened to God (1 Samuel 1:24-28; 3:1-10,15-21) 1 Samuel 3:10

3 June 19 1 Samuel 5:1-6; 6:11-16 Love God and worship only Him. Samuel Led the People (1 Samuel 7:2-16) Psalm 21:13

4 June 26 1 Samuel 8:4-9,19-22 God wants us to trust Him. The eople Get a King (1 Samuel 8:4-9,19-22; 9:15-17; 10:20-25) 1 Samuel 8:7

5 July 3 1 Samuel 12:12-25 Love God and follow Him. Samuel Talked to the People (1 Samuel 12:1-25) 1 Samuel 12:20

6 July 10 1 Samuel 15:7-15,22-23 God expects people to obey Him. Saul’s Mistake (1 Samuel 14:48; 15:1-28) 1 Samuel 15:22

7 July 17 1 Samuel 16:4-13 God chooses people to do His work. An Important Trip for Samuel (1 Samuel 16:1-13) 1 Samuel 16:7

8 July 24 1 Samuel 17:32-37,42-50 People will know about God. David Was Brave (1 Samuel 17:12-49) 1 Samuel 17:46

9 July 31 1 Samuel 18:1-5; 20:35-42 God gives us friends. Jonathan Loved His Friend (1 Samuel 18:1-5; 19:1-7; 20:1-42) 1 Samuel 18:3

10 August 7 1 Samuel 22:6-17 People who love God love others. David Showed Kindness to Saul (1 Samuel 24:1-22) Psalm 31:7

11 August 14 1 Samuel 25:14-17,32-38 God wants people to help others. Help for Elijah (1 Kings 17:7-16) 1 Samuel 25:32-33

12 August 21 1 Samuel 26:7-12,21-25 God wants people to do what is right. Joseph Forgave His Brothers (Genesis 45:1-15; 50:15-21) Romans 12:17

13 August 28 1 Samuel 30:6-8,18-25 God will help us. David’s Prayer (Psalm 27) 1 Samuel 30:6
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FOR THE 
LEADER

GoD AnsWer s
1 Samuel 1:10-18,26-28

In the Hebrew Bible, the Book of 1 Samuel immediately follows the Book of Judges (unlike 
the English order of books, where 1 Samuel follows Ruth). Judges ends with Israel in moral 
chaos, enduring severe oppression under the Philistines. Th e last judge, Samson, was a 
mighty warrior and saved Israel from the Philistines. Although Samson did kill many 
Philistines, he was morally undisciplined and did nothing to improve Israel’s spiritual life. 

First Samuel begins very simply with a story about a man named Elkanah and his 
wife, Hannah, who, like Samson’s parents, were barren. Th e birth of Samuel was, therefore, 
another work of God for Israel. And Samuel would succeed where Samson had failed. 
Samuel would eff ectively keep the Philistines in check; he would be the spiritual authority 
behind the two great enemies of the Philistines: Saul and David. But Samuel would also be 
an example of godliness. 

Th e story of Hannah also has a parallel in the New Testament, in the story of 
Mary. She had no children, albeit not because of infertility, but because she was a 
young virgin. Yet God also did a great work of salvation through her pregnancy and 
her son. Like Hannah, Mary celebrated the event with a memorable song of praise (see 
1 Samuel 2:1–10; Luke 1:46–55). In fact, if we compare Hannah’s song to Mary’s, it seems 
certain that Mary’s words are modeled on Hannah’s. Both women speak at length on how 
God elevates the poor and humble but casts down the proud and mighty. 

Th e fi rst story of 1 Samuel is not political or even grandly theological. It is about an 
ordinary woman who was in great distress and prayed to God. Th is is what gives it such 
appeal. Life is made up of the struggles of ordinary people, and while God’s work may 
have meant deliverance for Israel, it also meant deliverance for the private burdens of 
individuals.   

Session 1
Session 1: God Answers
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OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE
1 Samuel 1:10-18,26-28

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
1 Samuel 2:1

PRESCHOOL TEXT TRUTH
God hears and answers our prayers.

PRESCHOOL CONNECTION STORY PASSAGE
1 Samuel 1:1-20; 2:1-3,6

CHRIST IN CONTEXT 
Th e Book of 1 Samuel describes the beginning of rule by earthly 
kings. When Jesus came, He was the only perfect and holy King 
God sent to rule His people.

 SESSION BRIEF
˜ e Book of 1 Samuel is rich with stories 
about good and bad leaders, God’s 
provision at every turn, the consequences 
of disobedience, and God’s special covenant 
relationship with Israel.
 You will introduce preschoolers to 
1 Samuel and this part of biblical history 
through the story of Hannah. Longing 
for a child, Hannah desperately begged 
God for a son. God honored Hannah’s 
faithfulness and answered her plea.
˜ is week, guide preschoolers to learn that 
God hears and answers our prayers.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Family 
Memory Verse you want to use 
with your group.

From the text: 
Hannah prayed, “My heart 
rejoices in the Lord.”
1 Samuel 2:1

Preschool Paraphrase: 
Hannah prayed, “My heart 
praises God.” 1 Samuel 2:1

7Session 1: God Answers
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO 1 SAMUEL:

HANNAH PRAYED
1 Samuel 1:1-20; 2:1-3,6

A man named Elkanah and his family lived in the hill country. Elkanah had 
a wife named Hannah. Elkanah loved Hannah very much.

But Hannah was sad. She did not have any children. She wanted to have 
a family with her husband, Elkanah. Hannah was so sad, she cried and 
would not eat.

While Hannah was at the tabernacle (tent church), she found a place to 
pray. All alone, Hannah talked to God and cried. Hannah prayed, “God, if 
You will give me a son, I will be sure he knows about You. He will serve You 
all his life.”

Eli, the priest, was sitting near the doorpost of the tabernacle. He saw 
Hannah talking, but he could not hear what she said. Eli did not know 
Hannah was praying to God.

Hannah told Eli she was sad. “I’ve been praying,” Hannah told Eli.

“Go in peace,” Eli said. “May God answer your prayer.”

˜ is made Hannah feel better. She went home with her family. Before long, 
God answered Hannah’s prayer. She and Elkanah had a baby boy, and 
Hannah named him Samuel.

Hannah thanked God for this wonderful gift. She said, “˜ ere is no one like 
You, God. You know all things. You give life.”

TEXT TRUTH
God hears and answers our 
prayers.

FAMILY VERSE 
Hannah prayed, “My heart 
praises God.”
1 Samuel 2:1

Explore the Bible: Preschool Leader Guide8
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SET THE STAGE

SET THE STAGE FOR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
• Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
• Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

• Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Off er two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

• Take turns rocking a baby doll.
• Draw on church shapes.
• Make happy and sad faces while looking in a mirror.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
• Allow preschoolers some time to fi nish the arrival activities. Invite kids 

to make sad faces. Hold the mirror in front of each child so he can see 
himself. 

• Say: “Today’s Bible story begins with a woman named Hannah. 
She was very, very sad. She was sad because she didn’t have any 
children. Hannah prayed and talked to God about this. Let’s go to our 
Exploration Stations and learn how God answered Hannah’s prayer.”

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• baby doll, child’s rocking 

chair
• paper cut into church 

shapes
• crayons
• nonbreakable mirror

NOTE: Digital versions of items 
identifi ed as “Enhanced CD” 
are available in the Music and 
Print Extras Bundle.

Designer will have to move 
blue dots behind the numbers 

manually.

Session 1: God Answers 9
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God hears and answers our 
prayers.

BIBLE STORY:
HANNAH PRAYED
1 Samuel 1:1-20; 2:1-3,6

LEADER TIP!
Always check with parents 
before serving food to 
preschoolers.

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

MAKE AND TASTE 
BABY FOOD

Tools: Bible, bananas, apple-

sauce, bowls, potato masher, 

disposable spoons, napkins, 

hand sanitizer, Allergy Sign 

(Enhanced CD)

• Invite a child to make 

baby food. After washing 

his hands, the child may 

peel bananas and place 

the pieces into the bowl. 

Give other children turns 

mashing the bananas until 

the consistency is smooth.

• Off er a spoon of mashed 

bananas (or applesauce) 

to a preschooler to taste. 

Say: “You made some food 

a baby might eat. Families 

take care of their babies. 

Hannah took care of baby 

Samuel. She thanked God 

for Samuel.”

• Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 

2:1 and say the Family 

Verse. Lead the child to say 

the verse with you.

Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 

Verse. Lead the child to say 

VISIT A CHURCH 
HELPER

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
“Hannah Prayed” (Pack 
Item 1)

• Take 2-3 children on a 
walk to fi nd a church 
helper who might talk 
with preschoolers for a few 
minutes. Ask the helper to 
tell what he does at church.

• Show children the Story 
Picture and point out Eli 
the priest. Remark: “Eli 
stayed at the temple. He 
talked to God and helped 
people know about God. 
Eli was a church helper.”

• Say a brief prayer, thanking 
God for church helpers. 
Remark: “Hannah prayed 
at church, and we do, too. 
God hears our prayers.”

Explore the Bible: Preschool Leader Guide10
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TOSS AND MATCH

Tools: Bible, Giant Game Cube 

(LifeWay, 005630803) or 

a medium-size box, 12 large 

index cards, masking tape

• Print each word of the Text 

Truth on individual cards. 

Make two sets of cards.

• Place one set of cards into 

pockets on the Giant Game 

Cube. (Or tape a word card 

to each side of the box). 

Lay the second set of cards 

in the correct order on the 

fl oor. 

• Read the Text Truth from 

the cards on the fl oor. Tell 

the children about a time 

when God answered a 

prayer for you.

• Invite a child to toss the 

cube. Say the word the 

cube lands on and help the 

child fi nd the matching 

word card on the fl oor. 

• Say: “God wants us to 

talk to Him. He hears and 

answers prayer.”

DECORATE A PRAYER 
BOOK

Tools: Bible, Prayer Book 
Template (Enhanced CD), 
colored pencils, Activity Page

• Print a prayer book page 
for each child. Cut along 
the dotted line and fold as 
directed (see instructions 
on the Enhanced CD). Place 
the colored pencils nearby.

• Read the prayer prompts 
on each page to a child and 
encourage him to draw his 
response. While he is busy, 
comment on the Bible 
story. Remark that Hannah 
went to church to pray. 

• Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 
2:1 and point to the words. 
Remark: “God heard 
Hannah, and He hears our 
prayers.” Show the child 
the picture of Hannah 
(Activity Page).

• Make up a tune and sing: 
“We can pray, we can pray, 
we can talk to God.”

CREATE TIE-DYED ART

Tools: Bible, Bible Markers 1 
(Pack Item 15), baby wipes 
(squeeze out excess fl uid), 
small rubber bands, washable 
markers, paper towels, paint 
smocks, permanent marker, 
Enhanced CD

• Mark 1 Samuel 2:1.

• Hold a wipe at its center 
and twist it tightly. Put  2-3 
rubber bands at intervals 
of the twisted wipe to 
secure it.

• Guide a child to use a 
marker to color a section 
of the wipe. He can use 
several colors.

• Carefully remove the 
rubber bands. Open the 
wipe and lay it on paper 
towels to dry. A pretty tie-
dye creation is the result.

• Open the Bible and read 
the Family Verse. Say: 
“Hannah praised God. He 
answered her prayer and 
gave her baby Samuel.”

• Listen to a song about 
praising God.

11Session 1: God Answers
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS:
• several Bibles
• Story Picture: “Hannah 

Prayed” (Pack Item 1)
• Enhanced CD
• Sign Language Poster 

(Pack Item 19)
• Bible Markers 1 (Pack 

Item 15)

LET’S GATHER.

• Begin playing the CD to signal 
preschoolers to get ready for Circle 
Time. When everyone is in the 
circle, lead the group to clap to a 
song.

• Remark: “I heard you sing with 
your voices. God hears you sing. 
He is glad we sing songs to Him.”

• Continue: “One way people 
communicate without using their 
voices is by using sign language.” 
Ask preschoolers if they have seen 
people use their hands to speak.

• Say: “Let’s say some words using 
our hands.”

• Show preschoolers the Sign 
Language Poster. Focus on the 
words hear, answer, and pray. 
Guide kids to use their hands and 
practice the signs.

• Say: “In today’s Bible story, we will 
hear about a woman who prayed 
to God. God heard Hannah and 
answered her prayer. Listen to the 
story.” 

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

• Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 1. 
Tell the Bible story with feeling, 
helping preschoolers understand 
the depth of Hannah’s emotions.

• Show the Story Picture and pass 
it around the circle so every child 
sees it. 

• Ask a child to point to Eli the 
priest. Say: “Look at Eli. Does he 
look worried? He was concerned 
about Hannah.”

• Discuss the emotions that 
Hannah felt. Encourage kids to 
show a face that is happy, angry, 
sad, worried. Say: “Hannah was 
sad because she and her husband 
Elkanah didn’t have a child. 
Hannah prayed and asked God 
to give her a son, and God did! 
Hannah was so happy to have her 
baby boy. What was the baby boy’s 
name?” (Samuel)

If you need one of these, just 
select and copy/paste. They are 
already anchored.

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)

Explore the Bible: Preschool Leader Guide12
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

• Tell preschoolers: “Today’s story is 
from the Book of 1 Samuel. First 
Samuel tells about Samuel and the 
things God helped him learn and 
do. We will hear more stories from 
1 Samuel later.”

• Distribute Bibles to the children 
(or let them get the Bibles they 
brought to church). Ask teachers 
to assist children in fi nding the 
Book of 1 Samuel. 

• Lead children to locate 1 Samuel 
2:1. Say the Family Verse aloud, 
then lead preschoolers to repeat 
the verse two or three times.

• Review: “Hannah prayed and 
asked God for a son. God 
answered her prayer. We know 
that God hears and answers our 
prayers, too.”

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

• Ask preschoolers to reply to these 
statements: 
I can say thank you to God for . . . 
I love God because He is . . .
I need God to help me . . .
I know God loves me because . . .

• Remark: “Let’s pray about some 
of the things you said.” Voice a 
simple prayer to include what the 
children said.

• Invite kids to pray aloud if they 
would like to. 

• Finally, close the prayer time by 
thanking God for hearing us pray.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

• As Circle Time ends, direct each 
teacher to gather with two or 
three preschoolers to look at the 
Activity Page. Invite kids to do the 
activity on the page and recall the 
Bible story as they work.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!

13Session 1: God Answers

ETB_Preschool_LDR-Sum2016.indd   13 12/18/15   3:03 PM



FOR THE 
LEADER

List en a nD ObeY
1 Samuel 3:1-10,17-21

Samuel, the last judge of Israel, was born at the end of one of the most tumultuous periods 
of the history of Israel. It was the latter part of the time of the judges, after Israel had gone 
through a long, slow descent into idolatry and moral degradation. Th e last major judge 
before Samuel, Samson, was a man whose passions were entirely out of control. Th e Book 
of Judges also tells of the superstition, violence, and moral outrages that characterized the 
era.

But at the root of all of this ungodly behavior was Israel’s persistent idolatry. Th e people 
did not completely abandon the Lord. Rather, they thought they could serve both God and 
Baal. Th ey went back and forth between the two—like an addiction. Many times God sent 
an oppressor to punish the people, and each time, after they had suff ered enough, they 
called out to God for help. He would then send a judge to deliver them. But then the people 
went back to their old ways serving one, then the other. No matter how many times this 
happened, the people never learned their lesson. In fact, with every cycle they only got 
worse.

Samuel’s ministry was a call for Israel to put an end to this spiritual inconsistency and 
decline. God spoke to Samuel and Samuel answered the call, serving God faithfully as the 
last judge of Israel. However, the people’s thirst for autonomy was not quenched, and the 
stage was set for the next chapter in Israel’s history—the cry for a king.  

Session 2
Session 2: Listen and Obey

Explore the Bible: Preschool Leader Guide14
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OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE
1 Samuel 3:1-10,17-21

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
1 Samuel 3:10

PRESCHOOL TEXT TRUTH
Listen and learn what God wants you to do.

PRESCHOOL CONNECTION STORY PASSAGE
1 Samuel 1:24-28; 3:1-10,15-21

CHRIST IN CONTEXT 
Th e Book of 1 Samuel describes the beginning of rule by earthly 
kings. When Jesus came, He was the only perfect and holy King 
God sent to rule His people.

 SESSION BRIEF
Many parents dedicate their children to 
God and covenant with Him and family 
and friends to nurture their children and 
prepare them to love and serve the Lord. 
 Hannah dedicated Samuel to God. 
Eli, the priest, guided young Samuel to 
love God and listen to Him. Eli taught 
Samuel the ways of God. When God spoke 
to Samuel, Eli led Samuel to listen and 
respond to God’s call.
 Help children know they can learn what 
God wants them to do. God will teach and 
equip us for the work He has given to us.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Family 
Memory Verse you want to use 
with your group.

From the text: 
Speak, for Your servant is 
listening. 
1 Samuel 3:10

Preschool Paraphrase: 
Speak, God, for I am listening.
1 Samuel 3:10

15Session 2: Listen and Obey
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO 1 SAMUEL:

SAMUEL LISTENED TO GOD
1 Samuel 1:24-28; 3:1-10,15-21

Hannah took Samuel to the tabernacle (tent church) in Shiloh. At the 
tabernacle, Hannah found Eli, the priest, and talked to him. “I am the 
woman whom you heard pray to God. I asked God for a boy, and God 
answered my prayer. Now my son is here to serve God as long as he lives.”

˜ at is when Samuel went to live at the tabernacle. He helped Eli do God’s 
work. Samuel learned many things from Eli.

One day while Eli rested in his room, Samuel went to another room. In the 
quietness, Samuel heard a voice. He thought it was Eli speaking. 

But Eli said he did not call Samuel’s name. “Go lie down,” Eli told Samuel.

Samuel went back to his room. ˜ en he heard someone say his name again! 
But again Eli said he did not call Samuel.

One more time Samuel went to his room. He waited. ˜ en Samuel heard 
his name again! He got up and went to Eli.

One, two, three times Samuel heard someone call his name. But it wasn’t 
Eli who called to him. Who was it?

Suddenly Eli understood! It was God saying Samuel’s name! “Go, lie down, 
Samuel,” Eli said. “When you hear the voice again, say, ‘Speak, God. I am 
listening.’ ”

And that is what happened. God told Samuel some important news.

TEXT TRUTH
Listen and learn what God 
wants you to do.

FAMILY VERSE 
Speak, God, for I am listening.
1 Samuel 3:10

Explore the Bible: Preschool Leader Guide16
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SET THE STAGE

SET THE STAGE FOR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
• Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
• Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

• Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Off er two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

• Build a church with blocks.
• Draw a picture of your bedroom or your preschool room at church.
• Work church-related puzzles.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
• Give preschoolers time to complete their arrival activities. Ask one 

or two children to show the pictures they drew of their rooms and 
briefl y tell about them. Other preschoolers may want to tell about their 
church room pictures.

• Remark: “In today’s Bible story, we will hear about a boy who lived at 
the tabernacle. He helped his teacher and learned what God wanted 
him to do.”

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• blocks
• drawing paper
• colored pencils, crayons
• puzzles The Tent Church 

(LifeWay, 001276463), 
Going to Church (LifeWay 
005159906), other 
church-related puzzles

NOTE: Digital versions of items 
identifi ed as “Enhanced CD” 
are available in the Music and 
Print Extras Bundle.

Designer will have to move 
blue dots behind the numbers 

manually.

Session 2: Listen and Obey 17
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
Listen and learn what God 
wants you to do.

BIBLE STORY:
SAMUEL LISTENED 
TO GOD
1 Samuel 1:24-28; 3:1-10,
15-21

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

PRETEND TO SLEEP

Tools: Bible, Enhanced CD, 

child’s sleeping bag or large 

towel, pillow (opt.), Story 

Picture: “Samuel Listened to 

God” (Pack Item 2)

• Create a sleeping area and 

place the Bible opened to 

1 Samuel 3 nearby. Softly 

play the CD.

• Invite a child to lie down 

on the sleeping bag and 

pretend to sleep. Whisper 

the child’s name. When he 

opens his eyes, relate his 

experience to Samuel. Say: 

“Samuel was resting in his 

bed, and he heard a voice 

call his name. He did not 

know who spoke to him.”

• Show the child the Story 

Picture and recall the Bible 

story. Ask the preschooler 

to hold the Bible for you.

• Say: “We can listen and 

learn what God wants us 

to do.”

CLEAN THE CHURCH

Tools: Bible, plastic spray 
bottles, cleaning rags, small 
broom, feather duster

• When preschoolers show 
interest, invite them to 
work together to clean 
the room. Comment that 
Samuel had work to do at 
the tabernacle. 

• Say: “Samuel helped Eli, 
the priest. One thing 
Samuel might have 
done was help keep the 
tabernacle clean. We can 
work together to clean our 
church.”

• If you have a Read to Me 
Bible for Kids, look for the 
picture of Samuel. Th en 
turn to 1 Samuel 3:10 and 
say the Family Verse. Lead 
children to say the verse.

Explore the Bible: Preschool Leader Guide18
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

PLAY NIGHT/DAY 
GAME

Tools: Bible; Nighttime/

Daytime Gameboard and 

Game Pieces (Pack Items 20, 

21); gift bag, comb, star shape, 

toothbrush, small ball, spoon, 

sunglasses, small toy animal

• Put the items in the bag. 

Lay the gameboard on the 

fl oor.

• Invite a child to get an item 

from the bag. Ask her if the 

item is something to use 

during the day or night. (A 

few of the items could be 

used at either time.)

• Remark: “We can read the 

Bible any time and learn 

what God wants us to do. 

Samuel heard God speak to 

him one night when he was 

resting.”

• Add the game pieces to the 

bag. Ask a diff erent child 

to pull a card from the bag 

and place it on the board.

PAINT ON NEWSPAPER

Tools: Bible, newspaper, paper 
plates, washable tempera 
paint, paintbrushes, painting 
smocks, baby wipes, puzzle 
Th e Tent Church (LifeWay, 
001276463)

• Set up the painting area 
and put the puzzle and 
Bible nearby.

• While one child paints, 
another can work the 
puzzle. Both activities 
relate to the Bible story.

• Say: “One way people 
receive news is by reading 
the newspaper. Samuel 
heard important news 
from God another way. 
Samuel heard God speak to 
him. Samuel learned what 
God wanted him to do.”

• Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 
3 and point to the name 
Samuel. Comment that 
Samuel lived at the tent 
church (tabernacle) and 
learned about God.

him one night when he was 

RECORD VOICES

Tools: Bible, Activity Page, 
digital recording device (or 
smart phone)

• Show kids the recording 
device and demonstrate 
how it works.

• Say the Text Truth and 
encourage a child to repeat 
it. Th en record her voice 
speaking. Record other 
preschoolers’ voices as they 
say the Text Truth.

• Play back the voices. Pause 
between each child’s 
voice. Ask: “Whose voice 
did we just hear?” Invite 
responses. Continue 
playing voices and 
identifying the speakers.

• Show children the picture 
on the Activity Page. 
Comment: “Samuel heard a 
voice while he was sleeping. 
He thought it was Eli, but 
he was wrong. Whose voice 
was it?”

• Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 
3 and tell the Bible story.

19Session 2: Listen and Obey
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS:
• Bibles
• Story Picture: “Samuel 

Listened to God” (Pack 
Item 2)

• colander, fl ashlight
• strips of ribbon, index card, 

marker
• Enhanced CD

LET’S GATHER.

• Whisper individual children’s 
names as you walk around the 
room and invite everyone to join 
Circle Time.

• Say: “Let’s turn off  the light and 
pretend to see some stars right 
here in our classroom.”

• Turn off  the light and hold the 
colander upside down. Place the 
fl ashlight under it and turn it on. 
When the light shines through 
the colander, the light cast on the 
ceiling will look like “stars.” 

• Comment: “Stars shine in the 
nighttime, don’t they? And we 
rest in the nighttime. Let’s listen 
to our Bible story about a boy 
who rested at nighttime. But 
something special happened while 
he rested.”

• Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 3.

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

• With the open Bible in your lap, 
tell the Bible story. 

• Show the Story Picture to the 
group. Ask children to identify 
Samuel and Eli. Pass the picture 
around the circle. 

• As children view the picture, ask 
questions to help them think 
about the story: 
Who lived at the tabernacle? (Eli, 
the priest, and Samuel) 
How many times did Samuel hear a 
voice calling him? (4)
Who did Samuel think was calling 
him? (Eli) 
Who was speaking to Samuel? (God) 

• Open the Bible to the marker at 
1 Samuel 3:10 and say: “Since 
Samuel heard the voice four times, 
let’s say our Family Verse four 
times.”

If you need one of these, just 
select and copy/paste. They are 
already anchored.

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)

Explore the Bible: Preschool Leader Guide20
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

• Review the session from last week 
and remind preschoolers how 
much Hannah wanted a son. Say: 
“Th e name Samuel means ‘asked of 
God.’ Why do you think Hannah 
and Elkanah chose that name for 
Samuel?” (Invite suggestions, then 
clarify for the children.)

• Distribute Bibles to the children. 
Comment: “Today’s story tells 
what happened to Samuel. He 
listened to God and he learned 
from Eli. Samuel discovered what 
God wanted him to do.”

• Continue: “Th e Bible helps us 
know what God wants us to do. 
Th e Bible is true. Th e words in the 
Bible are words from God.”

• Ask teachers to help preschoolers 
locate 1 Samuel 3:10. Guide 
children to locate the word speak 
in the verse.

• Repeat the Family Verse as a 
group.

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

• Invite preschoolers to mention 
something they would like to talk 
to God about. Ask for volunteers 
to pray aloud if they would like.

• Close the prayer time by thanking 
God that we can talk to Him and 
learn what He wants us to do.

• Play the Enhanced CD, listening 
for songs about God and prayer.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

• Divide preschoolers into groups 
of two or three. Ask a teacher to 
sit with each group and show the 
children the Story Picture on the 
Activity Page. Recall the Bible 
story highlights.

• Lead the children to work 
together to do the activity on the 
back of the page.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Wor ship GoD
1 Samuel 5:1-6; 6:11-16

Prior to the building of the Jerusalem temple, Israel’s primary sanctuary was the 
tabernacle, a structure built under Moses according to guidelines given by God. Th e 
tabernacle became something of a permanent fi xture at Shiloh soon after the conquest 
under Joshua. 

Th e tent housed several sacred items, including a lampstand, a table for the daily 
off ering of bread, and a small altar for burning incense. Most importantly, it housed 
the ark of the covenant. Th e ark was a small chest that contained tablets of the Ten 
Commandments, a jar of manna, and Aaron’s staff  that budded. It served as a symbolic 
throne of God, and thus implied that God was present in the sanctuary. Th is was important 
because the tent did not contain the one thing that ancient people would have considered 
essential for a sanctuary: an idol representing the resident god.

After losing an initial skirmish, the Israelites carried the ark with them to battle, 
thinking it would ensure victory. Th e Philistines were frightened, but they rallied, infl icting 
a major defeat on Israel. Th ey took the ark as a battle trophy and destroyed the sanctuary at 
Shiloh.

Th e name “Ebenezer” marks the beginning and ending of this part of the story in 
1 Samuel. In 4:1, we learn that the Israelites were encamped at Ebenezer prior to their 
disastrous battle with the Philistines. But in 7:12, after the Israelites routed the Philistines, 
Samuel set up a stone and called it “Ebenezer,” which means “Th e stone of (God’s) help.” 
At fi rst, the Israelites thought that God would help them because they had the ark of the 
covenant. But after they listened to Samuel, God intervened. He felled the statue of Dagon 
and secured the ark for His people, illustrating that God is the one true God worthy of 
worship, praise, and allegiance.  

Session 3
Session 3: Worship God
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OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE
1 Samuel 5:1-6; 6:11-16

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
Psalm 21:13

PRESCHOOL TEXT TRUTH
Love God and worship only Him.

PRESCHOOL CONNECTION STORY PASSAGE
1 Samuel 7:2-16

CHRIST IN CONTEXT 
Th e Book of 1 Samuel describes the beginning of rule by earthly 
kings. When Jesus came, He was the only perfect and holy King 
God sent to rule His people.

 SESSION BRIEF
God’s people allowed the capture of the 
ark because they put their faith in it rather 
than in God. ˜ e ark became an idol. 
 When the ark was returned, Samuel 
helped the people recognize their 
disobedience. He guided the people to 
return to God and worship Him. 
 Samuel reminded the people of the 
continued presence and love of God and 
His constant help.
 Help children know we are to love God 
and worship only Him. We are to praise 
and thank Him for His faithfulness.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Family 
Memory Verse you want to use 
with your group.

From the text: 
We will sing and praise Your 
might.
Psalm 21:13

Preschool Paraphrase: 
We will sing and thank God.
Psalm 21:13

23Session 3: Worship God

ETB_Preschool_LDR-Sum2016.indd   23 12/18/15   3:03 PM



BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO 1 SAMUEL:

SAMUEL LED THE PEOPLE
1 Samuel 7:2-16

People living in Israel wanted to know more about God and how to serve 
Him. Samuel told the people, “If you really want to love God with all your 
heart, worship only Him. He will keep you safe from people who want to 
hurt you.”

˜ e people listened to Samuel. ˜ ey destroyed the things that kept them 
from worshiping God.

Samuel said, “Tell everyone to gather. I will pray to God for you.” 

˜ at is when Samuel began to lead the people.

˜ e people went to meet Samuel. ˜ ey said they had not obeyed God. ˜ e 
people said to Samuel, “Don’t stop crying out to God for us. Ask Him to 
keep us safe from our enemies.”

So Samuel kept on praying.

˜ at day, God helped the people and protected them from their enemies. 
Samuel found a stone and stood it up. “God has helped us,” Samuel said.

From that time on, there was peace for the people. Samuel continued to 
lead the people and teach them about God and His strength. ˜ e people 
learned they should love God and worship only Him.

TEXT TRUTH
Love God and worship only 
Him.

FAMILY VERSE 
We will sing and thank God.
Psalm 21:13

LEADER TIP!
This week’s story fast 
forwards to adult Samuel. Tell 
preschoolers that Eli taught 
Samuel while he lived at 
the tabernacle. Then, when 
Samuel grew to be a man, 
he became a priest like Eli. 
Samuel then began to help the 
people just as Eli had helped 
them.
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SET THE STAGE

SET THE STAGE FOR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
• Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
• Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

• Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Off er two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

• Cut paper into rock shapes. (Or draw pictures of large rocks.)
• Stamp letters to spell God’s name.
• Listen to hymns (using headphones) or play musical instruments.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
• As kids fi nish arrival activities, ask a child who listened to the music to 

tell what he heard. Remark: “Singing songs to God is one way we can 
worship God and show Him our love.” Play the CD and lead kids to sing 
a song about God.

• Continue: “Samuel talked to the people and helped them understand 
how they should worship God. Let’s go to our Exploration Stations and 
learn more about worshiping God.”

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• brown and gray construction 

paper, blunt-tipped scissors
• crayons
• letter stamps, washable 

paint, paper
• CD of hymns
• CD player
• several sets of headphones
• children’s musical 

instruments

NOTE: Digital versions of items 
identifi ed as “Enhanced CD” 
are available in the Music and 
Print Extras Bundle.

Designer will have to move 
blue dots behind the numbers 

manually.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
Love God and worship only 
Him.

BIBLE STORY:
SAMUEL LED THE 
PEOPLE
1 Samuel 7:2-16

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

SPELL AND DISCOVER 
WORDS

Tools: Bible, Unit Puzzle A 

(Pack Item 36), letter tiles, 

index cards, towel, baking pan, 

sand (or fl our), dry paintbrush, 

Allergy Sign (Enhanced CD)

• Print the words pray, help, 

God, and Samuel on cards. 

Put the cards on a table 

and read them to a child. 

• Invite a child to look for 

letter tiles to spell a word.

• Lay the puzzle in the pan 

and cover it with a thin 

layer of sand. Set the pan 

on top of a towel.  Lay the 

pray and help cards nearby. 

• Show a child how to gently 

brush away the sand with 

the brush to reveal letters. 

Encourage the child to fi nd 

the letters that spell the 

words on the cards. 

• Tell the Bible story while 

children work.

WASH ROCKS

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
“Samuel Led the People” (Pack 
Item 3), several large smooth 
rocks, toothbrushes, small cups

• Fill cups with a small 
amount of water. Invite 
preschoolers to use the 
water and toothbrushes to 
wash the rocks.

• Show preschoolers the 
Story Picture. Remark: 
“Th e people promised to 
worship only God. Samuel 
put a large stone on the 
ground as a reminder. 
When the people saw 
the rock, they would 
remember how God helped 
them.”

• Lead preschoolers to say 
the Text Truth with you.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

WORSHIP AT THE 
TABLE

Tools: Bible, toy dishes, plastic 

place mats, colorful napkins, 

plastic vase and fl owers, 

Enhanced CD

• Invite children to prepare 

a pretend meal to serve. As 

friends sit at the table, lead 

the children to talk about 

worshiping God.

• For example, you could 

say: “A verse in the Bible 

tells us to sing and thank 

God. One of the times 

people often thank God is 

at mealtimes. Let’s say a 

thank-you to God for our 

‘food.’ And we can thank 

God for other things.”

• Lead children to consider 

other “thank yous” to off er 

to God. 

• Finally, lead children to 

sing a worship song or 

listen to a song. 

• Remark: “Samuel told the 

people to worship God.”

PLAY OUT THE STORY

Tools: Bible, Activity Page, 
Bible Story Stand-up Figures 
(Pack Item 23), wooden blocks, 
masking tape, Enhanced CD

• Put the prepared fi gures 
with the blocks. Play the 
CD quietly.

• When children begin to 
build or play with the 
stand-ups, mention that 
the people asked Samuel to 
pray for them, and he did. 
Say: “We read about this in 
the Bible in the Book of 
1 Samuel.”

• Show children the picture 
on the Activity Page. 
Suggest they use the blocks 
and fi gures to “tell” the 
Bible story. 

• Open the Bible to Psalm 
21, commenting that this 
verse tells us to worship 
God. Say the Family Verse.

• Listen to and sing a song 
about God.

PLAY INSTRUMENTS 
AND SING

Tools: Bible, Enhanced CD, 
musical instruments, Musical 
Instruments Matching Cards 
(Pack Item 22), illustrated Bible 
dictionary

• Open the dictionary and 
show children pictures of 
Bible-times instruments. 
Remark that music was 
important to the people in 
Bible times. Say: “Th e Book 
of Psalms has songs people 
wrote to God. Our verse for 
today is from Psalm 21.”

• Listen to a song about God 
(Enhanced CD). 

• Guide preschoolers to play 
instruments and tap a 
steady beat. Say the Family 
Verse to the beat.  

• Use the tune “Are You 
Sleeping” to sing:
We will sing. (repeat) And 
thank God. (repeat) We will 
sing and thank Him. (repeat) 
˜ ank You, God. (repeat)

• Invite children to match 
pictures of instruments.
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS:
• Bibles
• Story Picture: “Samuel Led 

the People” (Pack Item 3)
• Musical Instruments 

Matching Cards (Pack 
Item 22)

• masking tape
• long strips of wide ribbon 

(one per child)
• Enhanced CD 

LET’S GATHER.

• Walk around the Exploration 
Stations and tell boys and girls to 
complete activities. 

• Give children the strips of ribbon. 
Play a song about God and lead 
preschoolers to wave the ribbon 
to the beat of the music as they 
move to the Circle Time area.

• Remark: “Listening to songs about 
God helps us remember Him. 
Singing and making music are 
ways to worship God. In today’s 
story, we learn that Samuel told 
the people about worship.” 

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

• Hold the opened Bible in front 
of you and tell the Bible story. 
Emphasize Samuel’s prayer and 
God’s desire for the people to 
worship Him.

• Show children the Story Picture. 
Ask: “Who is speaking to the 
people? Yes, Samuel. Samuel 
reminded the people to worship 
only God.” 

• Continue: “We can worship God 
in diff erent ways. When we obey 
our parents, give an off ering, sing 
about God, or show kindness to 
others, we are worshiping God.”

• Give each child a picture of 
a musical instrument. Tell 
preschoolers to stand. Lead 
children to fi nd a friend with a 
matching picture.

If you need one of these, just 
select and copy/paste. They are 
already anchored.

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)

Explore the Bible: Preschool Leader Guide28
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

• Distribute Bibles to the children. 
(If children brought Bibles, direct 
them to get them at this time.)

• Help preschoolers locate the Book 
of Psalms. Comment: “Psalms are 
songs people wrote about God. 
Let’s fi nd Psalm 21 to read our 
verse for today.”

• Guide boys and girls to turn to the 
Family Verse reference. Say the 
verse, then lead children to repeat 
it with you.

• Comment: “Today’s story is from 
the Book of 1 Samuel. Th is book 
tells about Samuel and the things 
he did. We will hear more stories 
from the Book of Samuel later.”

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

• Comment: “Th e people asked 
Samuel to pray for them, and 
Samuel did. Is there something 
you would like for me to pray 
about?” Welcome children’s 
responses.

• Pray aloud for the requests. Th ank 
God for the preschoolers in your 
class and ask God to help them 
learn how to worship Him.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

• Lead teachers and preschoolers to 
form groups of three people. Show 
preschoolers the Activity Page and 
help them do the activity. 

• Invite a child to tell about the 
Story Picture. 

• Help preschoolers repeat the 
Family Verse and Text Truth.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

GoD, Our K ing
1 Samuel 8:4-9,19-22

When Israel was on the plains of Moab and about to invade Canaan, Joshua was named as 
Moses’ successor. Under Joshua’s leadership, the conquest was carried out and the territory 
allotted to the tribes. After Joshua, early Israel had no king or national ruler, no capital city, 
no bureaucracy, no tax collectors, and no standing army. Th ey did have judges, but judges 
served more as heroes and champions than as governors. Judges’ authority tended to be 
more local than national, and they had no administration serving under them. 

How was Israel supposed to survive in this disorderly situation? Th ere was a kind 
of local government. Groups of city elders would meet to make decisions and especially 
to adjudicate in cases of crime or civil lawsuits. Local militias served as defense against 
outside attack. And in case of a national emergency, there would be an ad hoc national 
assembly. Most importantly, Israel was supposed to be faithful to their covenant with God 
and to regard Him as their king. Th e people were expected to understand that God enforced 
the laws and punished all disobedience. 

If the Israelites had been faithful to God, their society would have been orderly and a 
model of righteousness. But they were not faithful. Because of disobedience to God, they 
descended into true anarchy. Being a lawless, disorganized people, they were prey to many 
outside invaders. Since the Israelites would not have God as their king, they wanted a 
human king to protect them. It is important to recognize that the original plan was for the 
Israelites to live with God as their only king. Th ey were to be faithful to Him by keeping all 
the commands Moses had given them. Th is was their covenant duty.

Israel cried for a man to lead them. Th e people rejected God as their king; and God—in 
His infi nite wisdom and mercy—granted their request.

Session 4
Session 4: God, Our King
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OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE
1 Samuel 8:4-9,19-22

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
1 Samuel 8:7

PRESCHOOL TEXT TRUTH
God wants us to trust Him.

PRESCHOOL CONNECTION STORY PASSAGE
1 Samuel 8:4-9,19-22; 9:15-17; 10:20-25

CHRIST IN CONTEXT 
Th e Book of 1 Samuel describes the beginning of rule by earthly 
kings. When Jesus came, He was the only perfect and holy King 
God sent to rule His people.

 SESSION BRIEF
Can’t you hear the dissatisfi ed Israelites 
grumbling, “We want a king! We want a 
king!”? No doubt Samuel shook his head in 
disbelief. How quickly these rowdy people 
had forgotten how God repeatedly rescued 
them from destruction!
 Now the people clamored for a king, 
wanting to be like everyone else rather 
than be the unique, God-led people God 
desired them to be.
 Help children become aware that God 
wants us to love and trust Him. He knows 
what is best for us.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Family 
Memory Verse you want to use 
with your group.

From the text: 
The Lord told him, “They have 
rejected Me as their king.”
1 Samuel 8:7

Preschool Paraphrase: 
The people turned away from 
God. 1 Samuel 8:7
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO 1 SAMUEL:

THE PEOPLE GET A KING
1 Samuel 8:4-9,19-22; 9:15-17; 10:20-25

Many people went to see Samuel. ˜ ey told Samuel he was too old to lead 
them anymore. ˜ ey wanted a king.

Samuel thought about this. He knew God would not be pleased. Samuel 
knew God wanted the people to trust God and love Him. God had always 
led the people. God helped the people.

Samuel prayed to God about this. 

God told Samuel: “˜ e people have forgotten how I helped them. ˜ ey are 
choosing to follow other people and worship things, not Me. ˜ ey do not 
want to trust Me. I will let them have a king, but they will not be happy.”

Samuel told the people what God said. But the people still wanted a king, a 
man, to lead them. Samuel said, “Go back to your city.”

˜ en God told Samuel what to do to fi nd the person who would become the 
people’s king. “I will send you a man who will save the people and rule over 
them,” God said.

Samuel followed God’s instructions. God showed him a man named Saul to 
become king. ˜ en Samuel called all the people together.

Samuel said, “Do you see this man? He is the one God has chosen to be your 
king. ˜ ere is no man like this man.”

Samuel explained again all that the king would do as he led the people. 
Samuel wanted the people to understand all that would happen now.

TEXT TRUTH
God wants us to trust Him.

FAMILY VERSE 
The people turned away from 
God.
1 Samuel 8:7

LEADER TIP! 
Guide preschoolers to learn 
that the Bible helps us know 
we can trust God—we can 
count on Him. 
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SET THE STAGE

SET THE STAGE FOR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
• Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
• Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

• Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Off er two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

• Look for Bible words (Samuel, king, God).
• Build a king’s throne with blocks.
• Sort craft jewels by color, size, or shape.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
• After the children have arrived and had an opportunity to do an 

arrival activity, ask children to tell about what they have been doing. 
Compliment their work. Say: “Th e things you have done help us think 
about today’s Bible story.”

• Remark: “Th e people in today’s Bible story decided they wanted to have 
a king to lead them. Th ey forgot that God was their leader. Th e story 
includes Samuel, the priest, and a man named Saul. Let’s learn more 
about the story in our Exploration Stations.”

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• 2 Bibles, word cards (Make 

a card for each word: 
Samuel, king, God.)

• wooden blocks, picture of a 
throne

• large craft jewels (or various 
buttons), ice tray or muffi n 
pan

NOTE: Digital versions of items 
identifi ed as “Enhanced CD” 
are available in the Music and 
Print Extras Bundle.

Designer will have to move 
blue dots behind the numbers 

manually.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God wants us to trust Him.

BIBLE STORY:
THE PEOPLE GET A KING
1 Samuel 8:4-9,19-22; 
9:15-17; 10:20-25

LEADER TIP!
This session is about learning 
to trust God. Various activities 
can help preschoolers begin 
to learn what it means to trust 
someone.

LEADER TIP! 
Some preschoolers are 
uncomfortable being 
blindfolded. Respect a child’s 
wishes. Allow him to watch 
others participate.  

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

WALK BLINDFOLDED

Tools: Bible, bandana, masking 

tape, paper strip

• Print the Text Truth on the 

paper strip. Place it in the 

Bible at 1 Samuel 10. 

• Tape a winding path on the 

fl oor. 

• Open the Bible and read 

the words on the strip to a 

child. Say: “Th e people did 

not trust God to lead them. 

Let’s learn what it means to 

trust someone.”

• Invite a child to walk along 

the path with his eyes 

open. Th en ask him if he 

would cover his eyes with 

the bandana so he cannot 

see. Say: “Listen to me as 

you walk the path. I will 

tell you where to walk. I 

will give you directions.”

• Say: “You trusted me to 

guide you. God wanted the 

people to trust Him.”
guide you. God wanted the 

PLAY WITH BLOCKS

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
“˜ e People Get a King” (Pack 
Item 4), wooden blocks, colored 
index cards, tape 

• Write each of these 
statements on a card: 
God will never leave us.
God takes care of us.
God will always love us.
God knows what is best. 

• Tape the cards to blocks. 
Lay the Bible and Story 
Picture next to the blocks.

• As children enjoy block 
play, talk to them about 
the Bible story. When a 
child discovers a card, read 
the statement and relate it 
to our trusting God. Say: 
“We can count on God to 
always love us. We can 
trust Him.”
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TOSS A BALL

Tools: Bible, Activity Page, 

Bible Story Stand-up Figures 

(Samuel, Saul, the people) (Pack 

Item 23), beach ball or large 

bouncy ball

• Place the Activity Page in 

the Bible at 1 Samuel 8.

• Invite a few preschoolers to 

play a game with you. Show 

them the Activity Page 

illustration or the stand-up 

fi gures. Say: “We’ve been 

hearing about the people 

wanting a king. Let’s see 

what else we remember 

about that story.”

• Bounce the ball to a 

preschooler and ask a 

question, such as: “Who 

wanted a king?” or “What 

did God tell Samuel?” or 

“Who would be the new 

king?” 

• Comment: “God wanted 

the people to trust him 

to be their leader, but the 

people did not listen.”

CREATE A YARN 
PICTURE

Tools: Bible, thick paper, yarn, 
white glue, pencil, shiny star 
stickers 

• Write the words Trust God 
in large letters on sheets of 
paper. 

• Give a child a sheet of 
paper, some yarn pieces, 
and glue. Read the words 
on the page. Say: “Th e Bible 
helps us know that we can 
trust God, and He wants us 
to trust Him.”

• Direct the child to use the 
glue to “write” (trace) the 
letters on her paper. Th en 
she can lay yarn on the glue 
outlines to reveal special 
Bible words.

• When the child is fi nished 
gluing yarn on the letters, 
give her a few star stickers 
to create a border or frame.

• Lead the child to say the 
Family Verse.

PLAY MUSICAL CHAIRS

Tools: Bible, Enhanced CD, 
children’s chairs (one for every 
child), Unit Puzzle B (Pack Item 
36), fresh play dough, book 
about God or the Bible

• Invite preschoolers to 
play a variation of musical 
chairs. Tell them to walk 
around the chairs while 
music plays. When the 
music stops, they are to 
fi nd a chair in which to sit. 

• After stopping a song 
and children scramble 
for chairs, talk about the 
song’s message. Relate it to 
Samuel, the Bible, or God. 
For example, you could say: 
“I just heard a song about 
talking to God. Samuel 
talked to God. He asked 
God to help him know 
what to tell the people.”

• Continue the game until 
children are ready to do 
another activity (work the 
puzzle, sculpt play dough, 
read a book).

• Turn to 1 Samuel 8 and tell 
the Bible story.
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS:
• Bible
• Story Picture: “The People 

Get a King” (Pack Item 4)
• toy horn or trumpet
• Movement Spinner (Pack 

Item 24)
• Bible Markers 1 (Pack Item 

15)
• Bible Story Stand-up Figures 

(Pack Item 23)
• Enhanced CD 

LET’S GATHER.

• Walk around the Exploration 
Stations and inform preschoolers 
that their signal to come to Circle 
Time will be a trumpet sound. 
After a few minutes, play the 
horn.

• As children gather, say: “A 
trumpet fanfare is sometimes 
played before a king arrives.
Today’s story is about a king. Let’s 
open the Bible to the Book of 
1 Samuel and fi nd out what God 
told Samuel about a king.”

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

• Show preschoolers the Story 
Picture. Point to Samuel.

• Say: “Samuel loved God and 
obeyed Him. Samuel knew God 
would not be happy about the 
people wanting a king. So Samuel 
talked to God.” 

• Tell the Bible story in your own 
words. Hold each stand-up fi gure 
as the person is mentioned in the 
story. 

• Help preschoolers remember the 
story. Ask: 
Who thought Samuel was too old to 
lead them? (the people)
Who knew God wanted the people to 
trust Him? (Samuel) 
Who forgot how God cared for 
them?” (the people) 
Who became the fi rst king? (Saul)
Who turned away from God? (the 
people)

If you need one of these, just 
select and copy/paste. They are 
already anchored.

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

• Open a Bible to the Table of 
Contents. Say the names of a few 
Bible books, then comment: “Th e 
Bible has stories about people 
who loved God, obeyed Him, and 
worshiped Him. Th e Bible is true, 
and the stories we read are about 
real people.”

• Show the page where the Book 
of 1 Samuel begins in your Bible. 
Remark: “Th e stories we have 
heard the past few weeks are from 
the Book of 1 Samuel.”

• Get today’s Bible marker and read 
the words of the Family Verse. 
Show preschoolers where this 
verse is located in the Bible.

• Lead preschoolers to say the 
Family Verse together.

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

• Tell preschoolers: “Samuel prayed 
to God and asked Him what to 
do. God heard Samuel and helped 
him. We can pray, too, and ask 
God to help us know what to do. 
God wants us to trust Him to take 
care of us.”

• Ask children for prayer requests.

• Close by thanking God for being 
our perfect King. Ask God to help 
us always trust Him.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

• Direct small groups of two or 
three children and a teacher to 
look at the Activity Page and talk 
about the things Samuel prayed  
about. Read the rebus story, and 
mention that God wants us to 
trust Him most of all.

• Repeat the Text Truth to the 
children. 

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!

37Session 4: God, Our King
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FOR THE 
LEADER

GoD: GooD anD Tr ue
1 Samuel 12:12-25

First Samuel 12 marks one of the most signifi cant episodes in the history of Israel. It 
signaled the end of the period of judges and the beginning of the Israelite monarchy. From 
the day that Samuel gave the address recorded in 1 Samuel 12 until the fall of Jerusalem, 
kings would rule the Israelites. Samuel’s speech marked the standard by which God would 
judge Israel, now that they were a monarchy. From then on, God’s judgment would always 
make reference to the ruling kings. Th e Israelite nation would be evaluated in terms of 
whether the king did good or evil in the eyes of the Lord.

Samuel established his credentials fi rst by asking if anyone had cause to accuse him 
of having abused his power. Th e people willingly affi  rmed that Samuel had done no such 
thing. Certainly, if Samuel had behaved in such a manner, he would have had no moral 
authority to rebuke the people or to lay down God’s requirements. Since no one could make 
such a charge, Samuel told the people to brace themselves for what he had to say.

As Samuel retold the story of Israel, he focused on how God had always saved the 
people from their troubles. God gave mercy and grace. Th rough Moses and Aaron, God had 
saved the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. When they sinned, God punished them with 
attacks from the Moabites, Philistines, and other enemies. When they repented, God gave 
them judges. Th ese heroic fi gures gave the people victories and security. But when Nahash 
of the Ammonites began to terrify Israel, the old strategy of calling out to God for help was 
no longer good enough for the people. Th ey wanted a king.

Samuel’s point was obvious. For hundreds of years God had proven that He could save 
Israel from any foe, so long as the people put aside their idols and turned to Him for help. 
But now they were placing their hope in a king. God gave Saul to the people to fulfi ll that 
role and usher in the new kingdom of Israel.  

Session 5
Session 5: God: Good and True
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OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE
1 Samuel 12:12-25

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
1 Samuel 12:20

PRESCHOOL TEXT TRUTH
Love God and follow Him.

PRESCHOOL CONNECTION STORY PASSAGE
1 Samuel 12:1-25

CHRIST IN CONTEXT 
Th e Book of 1 Samuel describes the beginning of rule by earthly 
kings. When Jesus came, He was the only perfect and holy King 
God sent to rule His people.

 SESSION BRIEF
˜ ough an earthly king had been delivered 
to the Israelites as they requested, the 
people were still expected to love God and 
follow Him. Samuel wanted the Israelites 
to understand that God was the only One 
they were to honor, love, and worship. 
True, God required the Israelites to respect 
and obey the king because he was God’s 
anointed. But God demanded the loyalty 
and worship of the people and the king.
 Lead children to learn that everyone is 
to love and follow God. Help preschoolers 
sense that our God is good and true.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Family 
Memory Verse you want to use 
with your group.

From the text: 
Worship the Lord with all your 
heart.
1 Samuel 12:20

Preschool Paraphrase: 
Worship God.
1 Samuel 12:20
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO 1 SAMUEL:

SAMUEL TALKED TO THE PEOPLE
1 Samuel 12:1-25

After Saul became king, Samuel talked to the people. He reminded them 
he had listened to them and found a man to be their king. “I am old now,” 
Samuel said. “I have led you since I was a young man. Can you remember 
anything I have done to harm you?”

“No,” the people said. “You have not mistreated us or taken anything from 
us.”

˜ en Samuel reminded the people how God had given them leaders to bring 
them to their lands. Long ago when the people cried to God, He sent Moses 
and others to help the people. “God saved you many times,” Samuel said. 
“But you said you wanted a king to lead you. You forgot that God is your 
king.”

Samuel told the people they must now worship God with all their heart. 
˜ e people must not turn away from God. God would always help them 
because He loved and cared about them.

“I will not stop praying for you,” Samuel said. “I will teach you the good and 
right way. You must obey God and worship Him.”

TEXT TRUTH
Love God and follow Him.

FAMILY VERSE 
Worship God.
1 Samuel 12:20
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SET THE STAGE

SET THE STAGE FOR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
• Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
• Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

• Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Off er two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

• Make a “God’s Gifts” mural with friends.
• Wave streamers while listening to music.
• Draw a picture of something that you enjoy or like to do.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
• Allow preschoolers to do one or more arrival activities as time permits. 

Ask a few children to show their pictures and tell about the things they 
enjoy. Say: “Th ank you for telling us about your picture.”

• Comment: “Samuel told the people they should love one person more 
than anyone or anything else. Who was that person?” (God)

• Provide a brief overview of the Exploration Station activities. Remark: 
“Let’s discover ways we can love God and follow Him.”

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• long strip of paper, glue 

sticks, picture cutouts 
showing things God provides 
for people

• paper streamers
• classical music CD
• paper
• crayons

NOTE: Digital versions of items 
identifi ed as “Enhanced CD” 
are available in the Music and 
Print Extras Bundle.

Designer will have to move 
blue dots behind the numbers 

manually.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
Love God and follow Him.

BIBLE STORY:
SAMUEL TALKED TO THE 
PEOPLE
1 Samuel 12:1-25

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

FOLLOW THE LEADER

Tools: Bible, Sign Language 

Poster (Pack Item 19), 

Enhanced CD

• Invite preschoolers to play 

a game. Lead them to jump, 

hop, sway, turn, bend, and 

so on. Give preschoolers 

turns to lead the actions.

• After a while, comment: 

“You listened and followed 

the leader’s instructions. 

Samuel gave the people 

instructions. He told them 

to love God and follow 

Him.”

• Show the poster to the 

children. Guide them to 

practice signing the words 

love, follow, and God. 

• Turn to 1 Samuel 12:20 

and touch the page as you 

say: “We read here that we 

are to worship God.”

• Lead preschoolers to repeat 

the Family Verse.
Lead preschoolers to repeat 

MAKE A SHAKER

Tools: Bible, small plastic 
bottles with caps, pebbles, 
spoon, decorative tape, marker

• Invite a child to make a 
musical shaker. Guide the 
preschooler to spoon a few 
pebbles inside a bottle. 
Fasten the cap securely 
and seal with tape. 

• Off er strips of colored 
tape for the preschooler to 
decorate his bottle. Print 
the Text Truth on a child’s 
bottle with the marker.

• Suggest the child shake 
a steady beat as you sing 
(tune “B-I-N-G-O”):
Love God, follow Him; 
Love God, follow Him; 
Love God, follow Him; 
Love God and follow Him.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

SPELL BIBLE NAMES

Tools: Bible, Book: Marcia’s 

Two Bibles (Pack Item 25), 

magnetic letters, metal pan, 

cards with names Samuel, 

Saul, Moses printed on them

• Prop the pan against a 

wall. Tape the cards on the 

edge of the pan. Lay the 

letter tiles nearby.

• Read the names on the 

cards. Help a child locate 

the letters to spell the 

names of Bible-times 

people. 

• Help children connect the 

names to the Bible story. 

You might say: “Samuel 

talked to the people. Saul 

was the king, but God 

wanted the people to 

remember He was their 

king. Samuel told the 

people to remember when 

God sent Moses to help 

them.”

• Read the book as a child 

waits for a turn.

HOP AND SAY

Tools: Bible, Activity Page, 
colored paper, markers, tape 

• Write today’s Text Truth 
on the papers (one word 
per page). Lay the papers 
on the fl oor in correct 
sequence.

• Guide preschoolers to hop 
on each paper and say the 
word printed on it. (Read 
the words for the children.) 
Comment: “We learn that 
Samuel told the people to 
love God and worship Him. 
We are to love God, too.”

• Show children the Activity 
Page. Say: “Samuel wanted 
the people to remember 
all the ways God cared for 
them.” 

• Talk with preschoolers 
about ways God cares for 
them.

• Help a child locate 
1 Samuel 12:20 in a Bible. 
Say the Family Verse aloud.

WORK PUZZLES

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
“Samuel Talked to the People” 
(Pack Item 5), Match-ups (Pack 
Item 26), puzzles Moses and 
the Ten Commandments 
(LifeWay, 005267307), 
Th e Tent Church (Lifeway, 
001276463)

• Place the Story Picture in 
the Bible at 1 Samuel 12.

• As preschoolers work 
the puzzles, say: “Samuel 
reminded the people about 
things that happened when 
Moses was their leader. 
Samuel told the people God 
always helped them.” 

• Guide a child to wrap 
yarn (see Leader Pack 
instructions) around the 
Match-up puzzles. Talk 
about the pictures as a 
child fi nds a match. 

• Open the Bible to the Story 
Picture. Point to Samuel. 
Say: “Th e Book of 
1 Samuel helps us know 
that God wanted the 
people to love and follow 
Him.”
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS:
• Bible
• Story Picture: “Samuel 

Talked to the People” 
(Pack Item 5)

• Bible Markers 2 
(Pack Item 16) (Mark 
today’s verse in the Bible.)

• Sign Language Poster (Pack 
Item 19)

• Bible Story Stand-up Figures 
(Pack Item 23)

• Book: Marcia’s Two Bibles 
(Pack Item 25)

• a few old family photos
• Enhanced CD 

LET’S GATHER.

• Give kids a few minutes to fi nish 
activities in the Exploration 
Stations. Walk around the room 
with the Sign Language Poster. 
Show the word follow on the 
poster, and sign the word at each 
station. Encourage kids to follow 
you to Circle Time.

• Th ank boys and girls for following 
instructions. Play and sing a song 
about loving God.

• Show children the family 
photos and briefl y tell who is 
in the pictures. Recall a special 
experience or memory.

• Comment: “It’s good to remember 
people and what they have done 
to help you. Today we will hear 
how Samuel told the people to 
remember how God took care of 
them.”

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

• Show children the Story Picture. 
Pass it around the circle so every 
child can see it. 

• Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 12. 
Encourage the boys and girls to 
listen carefully as you tell the 
story.

• After the story, show preschoolers 
the stand-up fi gures of Samuel 
and the people. Say: “I will hold 
up one of the fi gures. When I do, 
raise your hand when you can 
tell me something from our story 
about that person.” 

• Encourage children to participate. 
Help preschoolers remember that 
Samuel talked to the people and 
told them to remember what God 
had done for them.If you need one of these, just 

select and copy/paste. They are 
already anchored.

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

• Read the book to the group. 

• Invite a child to open a Bible to 
1 Samuel 12:20 and say the 
Family Verse. Comment: “God 
wanted the people to worship 
Him. He wants us to worship 
Him, too.” 

• Talk about what worship means. 
Say: “Worship is showing love to 
God. It is praising Him for His 
goodness and care.”

• Ask the preschoolers: “What are 
some ways to worship?” Lead the 
children to respond: pray, say a 
Bible verse, sing, obey, give an 
off ering. 

• Continue: “Reading the Bible is a 
way to worship and honor God. 
We are reading and learning from 
the Book of 1 Samuel.”

• Show the Sign Language Poster 
and lead preschoolers to sign the 
Text Truth. 

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

• Play a worship song from the 
Enhanced CD.

• Remark: “We can worship God by 
talking to Him. Would someone 
like to lead our prayer time 
today?” 

• Ask children for prayer requests 
and encourage volunteers to pray.

• Close the prayer time by asking 
God to help us learn how to love 
and follow Him.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

• Group a few kids together with a 
teacher. In each group, examine 
the Activity Page. Recall the Bible 
story and do the activity on the 
back of the page.

• Review ways boys and girls can 
worship God.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

It ’s Best t o ObeY
1 Samuel 15:7-15,22-23

Th e account of the reign of Saul jumps from one incident to another to illustrate the 
nature of Saul’s reign. First, Saul was a great leader and military commander. He laid the 
foundation for the great empire of David and Solomon. Because of Saul’s leadership, Israel 
was no longer the prey of the greedy peoples all around them. In that sense, the Israelites 
got exactly what they asked for, a king to go out and fi ght for them.

Second, we learn that the Philistines were Saul’s most formidable enemy. Because his 
whole life was spent fi ghting the Philistines, Saul was constantly on the lookout for good 
soldiers. He wanted a core of competent, professional soldiers. Th is was the beginning of a 
standing army in Israel. 

Th ird, we learn the names of Saul’s family.
Saul had many qualities that made for a great king. But he also had fatal fl aws that 

would make him a tragic fi gure. Saul was in some respects a devout man, but he could 
also be headstrong, rash, and superstitious. Th is is illustrated by his foolish command 
that put the whole army under a vow not to eat anything while they were in the midst of a 
day of battle (1 Samuel 14:24). Saul’s son, Jonathan, not knowing about the vow, ate some 
honey. Because of this, Saul nearly killed his son (1 Samuel 14:42–45). Also, Saul could 
be persuaded to disobey a direct command from God, as he did when he did not wait for 
Samuel but personally offi  ciated at a sacrifi ce. Saul’s disobedience would be his undoing.

Sin separates us from God and the good He has planned for us. Although Saul’s reign 
began hopeful, his sinful choices brought ruin and rejection by God. God is just, and Saul’s 
sin reaped consequences for Saul and his family.

Session 6
Session 6: It’s Best to Obey
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OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE
1 Samuel 15:7-15,22-23

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
1 Samuel 15:22

PRESCHOOL TEXT TRUTH
God expects people to obey Him.

PRESCHOOL CONNECTION STORY PASSAGE
1 Samuel 14:48; 15:1-28

CHRIST IN CONTEXT 
Th e Book of 1 Samuel describes the beginning of rule by earthly 
kings. When Jesus came, He was the only perfect and holy King 
God sent to rule His people.

 SESSION BRIEF
King Saul had been given explicit 
instructions for defeating the enemy and 
taking spoils. But Saul’s impatience with 
Samuel and distrust of his own troops led 
the king to make mistakes that sealed his 
doom.
 Observing Saul’s continued misdeeds, 
Samuel confronted Saul about his 
disobedience before God.
 Activities and conversation suggestions 
for this week will help teachers lead 
preschoolers to learn that God expects 
people to obey Him.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Family 
Memory Verse you want to use 
with your group.

From the text: 
The Lord take[s] pleasure in 
obeying.
1 Samuel 15:22

Preschool Paraphrase: 
God is pleased when people 
obey Him.
1 Samuel 15:22
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO 1 SAMUEL:

SAUL’S MISTAKE
1 Samuel 14:48; 15:1-28

Saul was a brave man. As the king, he protected the people and worked to 
keep them safe.

One day Samuel talked to King Saul. Samuel told Saul some important 
instructions from God.

Saul gathered his men and led them to a city. ˜ ere, Saul captured the king 
and took the best sheep and cattle.

God saw what Saul did. God was not happy He had made Saul the king. 
“Saul has not followed My instructions,” God told Samuel.

Samuel was upset. He cried to God all night long. When the morning came, 
Samuel went to see Saul. 

Samuel asked Saul about the animals he had taken.

When Saul explained why he took the animals, Samuel said, “Stop! Let me 
tell you what God said to me.”

Saul listened. Samuel told Saul that God had told Saul exactly what to do, 
and Saul had disobeyed. Saul did things his way rather than God’s way. 

“Why didn’t you obey God?” Samuel asked Saul.

˜ en Samuel told Saul that God expected him to obey. “God is pleased 
when people obey Him,” Samuel said.

Saul was sorry he disobeyed God. 

TEXT TRUTH
God expects people to obey 
Him.

FAMILY VERSE 
God is pleased when people 
obey Him.
1 Samuel 15:22
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SET THE STAGE

SET THE STAGE FOR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
• Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
• Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

• Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Off er two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

• Work puzzles showing farm animals.
• Use letter tiles to spell the words God and obey.
• Use a magnifying glass to fi nd words in the Bible.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
• Give preschoolers time to do at least one activity before moving to 

Exploration Stations.
• Show children the letter tiles some of them used to spell the word obey. 

Comment: “Th ese letters spell an important word. Do you remember 
the word? Yes, it is obey. What does it mean to obey?” Invite responses. 

• Continue: “God gave some important instructions to King Saul, but 
King Saul did not follow them. Saul did not obey God. Let’s learn more 
about obeying God.”

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• farm animal puzzles
• letter tiles
• index card with the words 

God and obey printed on 
them

• Bibles
• magnifying glasses
• word cards to guide Bible 

search (Samuel, Saul, God, 
obey)

NOTE: Digital versions of items 
identifi ed as “Enhanced CD” 
are available in the Music and 
Print Extras Bundle.

Designer will have to move 
blue dots behind the numbers 

manually.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God expects people to obey 
Him.

BIBLE STORY:
SAUL’S MISTAKE
1 Samuel 14:48; 15:1-28

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

WRITE WITH GLUE

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 

“Saul’s Mistake” (Pack Item 6), 

construction paper, washable 

marker, white glue, cotton 

swabs, small bowls, tissue 

paper, sequins

• Tear colored tissue paper 

into small pieces. Put tissue 

and sequins in bowls. Print 

the word Obey in large 

letters on sheets of paper. 

• Guide a child to use a 

cotton swab dipped in glue 

to “write” over the letters 

on his paper. Th en he can 

arrange sequins or tissue 

on the glue. 

• Say: “You spelled the word 

obey. God wants people 

to obey Him. Samuel told 

King Saul he disobeyed 

God.”

• Show the Story Picture to 

the child and summarize 

the Bible story.

BUILD AN ANIMAL PEN

Tools: Bible, Cattle and Sheep 
Stand-ups (Pack Item 27), 
wooden blocks, Activity Page, 
toy farm animals (cattle, sheep)

• Prepare the animal stand-
ups and put them with the 
other resources.

• Suggest that preschoolers 
build a pen for the 
animals. Listen to 
preschoolers’ conversations 
as they play.

• Show children the Activity 
Page. Say: “Saul took the 
best sheep and cattle for 
himself. God was not 
happy that Saul did that.”

• Help a child arrange the 
stand-ups in order and 
“read” the Family Verse 
Paraphrase. Say the Family 
Verse together. 
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

READ BOOKS 

Tools: Bible; Unit Puzzle C 

(Pack Item 27), gallon-size 

ziplock bag, dry erase marker, 

soft cloth; preschool books 

about God, obeying, the Bible 

(Check your kids ministry 

resource area or church media 

center for books.)

• Place the puzzle page in a 

large ziplock bag and set it 

on a fl at surface. Invite a 

child to look at the pictures 

of the mother and baby 

animals and draw lines 

connecting the pairs. Later, 

erase the child’s markings 

using a soft cloth.

• Comment: “Saul disobeyed 

God. He kept the cattle 

and sheep for himself. God 

wants people to obey Him. 

He is pleased when we do 

what He says.”

• Help a child locate 

1 Samuel 15:22 in the 

Bible. Lead the child to 

repeat today’s Family 

Verse.

SEARCH AND SAY

Tools: Bible, colored index cards

• Print each word of the 
Family Verse or Text Truth 
on a card. Hide the cards 
around the room. 

• Turn to 1 Samuel 14 or 15 
and comment: “Samuel 
had something important 
to tell Saul. Let’s search for 
cards that help us know 
what Samuel told Saul.”

• Direct children to choose 
partners. Tell each pair of 
children to fi nd one card.

• When all the word 
cards are located, guide 
preschoolers to arrange 
themselves to put the 
words in order.

• Lead children to say the 
Text Truth or Family Verse 
together.

• Remark: “Saul made a 
mistake when he did not 
obey God.” Tell more of the 
Bible story.

MAKE CHORE STICKS

Tools: Bible, Obedience Cards 
(Pack Item 34), large craft 
sticks, washable markers, paper 
cups, dot stickers, gift bag

• Talk to preschoolers about 
obedience. Ask: “What are 
some rules your parents 
have for you? What chores 
do they expect you to do?” 

• As children reply, connect 
their answers to today’s 
emphasis on obeying God. 

• Help preschoolers make 
chore sticks. When a child 
mentions a specifi c chore, 
write it on a craft stick and 
place it in his cup. 

• Encourage preschoolers to 
decorate their chore sticks 
and cups with markers and 
stickers. Comment that 
seeing the chore sticks can 
help them remember to 
obey their parents.

• Invite a child to look at the 
obedience cards. Talk about 
each scenario. 

• Help a preschooler fi nd 
1 Samuel 15 in the Bible.
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS:
• Bible
• Story Picture: “Saul’s 

Mistake” (Pack Item 6)
• Bible Markers 2 (Pack 

Item 16)
• Movement Spinner (Pack 

Item 24)
• electronic tablet or smart 

phone loaded with an animal 
sounds app

LEADER TIP! 
Download an animal sounds 
app on your phone or tablet. 
Whenever you hear the sound 
of a sheep or a cow, comment 
that King Saul disobeyed God 
when he kept the animals for 
himself.

LET’S GATHER.

• Tell kids to walk to Circle Time 
pretending to be their favorite 
animal. Encourage movement and 
creativity as kids move.

• Remark: “I like how you came to 
Circle Time! Th ank you for being 
obedient and coming when I 
asked.”

• Continue: “Listen to this animal 
sound and see if you can guess 
what it is.” Play 4 or 5 various 
animal sounds (not a cow or a 
sheep) and listen to children’s 
guesses. Play the cow and sheep 
sounds last. 

• Say: “We will hear about some 
cattle and some sheep in today’s 
story. We will also hear about a 
king who did not obey God.”

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

• Say: “Saul was the king. He had 
many, many animals, but when he 
had the opportunity to take more 
animals, he disobeyed God and 
took the animals anyway. Listen 
to hear what God told Samuel to 
tell Saul.”

• Invite a preschooler to hold the 
Bible open to 1 Samuel 14. Pass 
the Story Picture around the circle 
as you tell the story from the 
Bible.

• Comment: “Our Bible story says 
that when Samuel talked to King 
Saul about disobeying God, King 
Saul tried to explain why he did 
what he did. Do you sometimes do 
that? It’s easy to think of reasons 
why we don’t obey. But God 
expects people to obey Him no 
matter what.”

If you need one of these, just 
select and copy/paste. They are 
already anchored.

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)

Explore the Bible: Preschool Leader Guide52

ETB_Preschool_LDR-Sum2016.indd   52 12/18/15   3:04 PM



CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

• Invite a child to turn the 
Movement Spinner. Lead kids to 
perform the movement. Praise 
their eff orts at obedience. 

• Remind preschoolers that God 
expects people to obey. Saul 
disobeyed God, and he was sorry.

• Ask children to get a Bible and 
hold it in their laps. Hold a fi nger 
in the air and “draw” the letter S. 
Ask kids to copy your movements.

• Challenge preschoolers to open 
their Bibles and try to locate 
the Book of 1 Samuel. Remind 
them that Samuel begins with 
the letter S. Ask teachers to help 
preschoolers as needed.

• Turn to 1 Samuel 15:22 and say 
the Family Verse. Encourage the 
children to say the verse with you.

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

• Ask kids to think about 
something they should do that 
would show obedience to God. 
Affi  rm appropriate responses.

• Pray for the children. Ask God 
to help boys and girls learn to be 
obedient to God. 

• Th ank God for forgiving us when 
we tell Him we are sorry for 
disobeying.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

• Separate preschoolers into groups 
of two or three children with a 
teacher. Look at the picture on the 
Activity Page. Point to King Saul. 
Ask kids to recall what King Saul 
did. Do children remember what 
Samuel told King Saul?

• Turn the page over and look at the 
activity with the children. Help 
children do the activity.  

• As preschoolers work, repeat the 
Family Verse and Text Truth.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

GoD’s Choice
1 Samuel 16:4-13

We fi rst met Saul as a young man who was sent out by his father to look for lost donkeys. 
Th e ceremony in which Saul was publicly hailed as king seems to have taken place not too 
long after that. At that time, Saul was still fairly young. One of his fi rst acts as king was to 
lead Israel in a war against Nahash the Ammonite, and that was not the work of a boy. We 
can guess that Saul was about 25, or maybe 30, at his coronation.

Th e events of 1 Samuel 14 take place at a time much later than Saul’s coronation. In 
chapter 14, Saul’s son, Jonathan, is old enough to serve in the army and attack a Philistine 
garrison single-handedly. Assuming that Jonathan was at most a small boy when Saul was 
inaugurated, it is possible that at least 15 years elapsed between chapter 10 and chapter 14. 
By the time David is anointed in chapter 16, more time had passed.

Th is is important because Scripture shows that a major change had come about in 
Saul’s life in the intervening years. When fi rst told that he would become king, Saul 
protested that he was unworthy (1 Samuel 9:21). When his supporters wanted to kill some 
men who had opposed the choice of Saul as king, he spared his opponents. But years of 
ruling had turned Saul into a diff erent man. He became so entrenched in his position that 
Samuel feared that Saul would kill him in order to hold on to the throne. 

Th is story begins in a politically tense situation. Th e once humble Saul was now 
determined to hold on to power, and he knew that Samuel no longer supported him. God 
had commissioned Samuel to anoint a new king. Samuel, being as fallible as any other man, 
needed God’s guidance in making his choice of whom to anoint. God knows our hearts and 
He wants us to seek Him. When Saul was rejected, Samuel went in search of a new king—a 
king after God’s heart. 

Session 7
Session 7: God’s Choice
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OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE
1 Samuel 16:4-13

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
1 Samuel 16:7

PRESCHOOL TEXT TRUTH
God chooses people to do His work.

PRESCHOOL CONNECTION STORY PASSAGE
1 Samuel 16:1-13

CHRIST IN CONTEXT 
Th e Book of 1 Samuel describes the beginning of rule by earthly 
kings. When Jesus came, He was the only perfect and holy King 
God sent to rule His people.

 SESSION BRIEF
You’ve probably heard the phrase “Beauty 
is only skin deep.” Perhaps that line was 
birthed from the message God spoke to 
Samuel when He stated that while people 
view others superfi cially on appearance, 
God sees people from the inside out. He 
sees into the heart, mind, and soul of man.
 Charged with the task of seeking and 
identifying the next king, Samuel traveled 
to Bethlehem, to the home of Jesse. ˜ ere 
Samuel found David, God’s anointed one.
 Help children learn that God sees us 
and knows us. He chooses people who love 
and serve Him to do His work.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Family 
Memory Verse you want to use 
with your group.

From the text: 
The Lord sees the heart.
1 Samuel 16:7

Preschool Paraphrase: 
God knows what we think.
1 Samuel 16:7
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO 1 SAMUEL:

AN IMPORTANT TRIP FOR SAMUEL
1 Samuel 16:1-13

God had decided Saul would no longer be king. God told Samuel to go to the 
town of Bethlehem to fi nd someone else who would become the next king.

“Go to the house of a man named Jesse,” God said. “One of Jesse’s sons will 
become king.”

God told Samuel to prepare for a special worship. “Invite Jesse to join you. 
˜ en I will let you know what to do,” God told Samuel.

Jesse and seven sons joined Samuel. Samuel saw the oldest son, and he 
thought this was the man God chose to be the new king. But God said no.

“I know what a person thinks and feels in his heart,” God said.

Jesse brought another son to meet Samuel. But God said no again. Jesse 
brought all seven sons to meet Samuel, but God said none of them would 
become king.

“Are these all your sons?” Samuel asked Jesse.

When Jesse said he had one more son, and he was tending sheep, Samuel 
said, “Send for him. We won’t sit down to eat until that son gets here.”

So Jesse sent for his youngest son. When the boy arrived, God helped 
Samuel know this was the person He had chosen to become king. ˜ e son’s 
name was David.

˜ en Samuel put oil on David’s head and prayed. From that day on, God 
helped David get ready to become the king.

TEXT TRUTH
God chooses people to do His 
work.

FAMILY VERSE 
God knows what we think.
1 Samuel 16:7
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SET THE STAGE

SET THE STAGE FOR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
• Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
• Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

• Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Off er two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

• Count groups of 8 items.
• Look at books about sheep and shepherding. 
• Prepare for a trip by fi lling a backpack.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
• When children have arrived and had an opportunity to do one or more 

of the arrival activities, show them the backpack. Ask kids to raise 
their hands if they have ever packed for a trip. Invite brief stories about 
family travels.

• Comment: “Today we will hear more about Samuel. God wanted 
Samuel to go on an important trip. Let’s go to our Exploration Stations 
and hear more about Samuel’s trip.”

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• various items in multiples of 

8 (blocks, crayons, cotton 
balls, toy cars)

• assorted picture books 
showing sheep and 
shepherds

• child’s backpack, a few 
items to pack

NOTE: Digital versions of items 
identifi ed as “Enhanced CD” 
are available in the Music and 
Print Extras Bundle.

Designer will have to move 
blue dots behind the numbers 

manually.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God chooses people to do 
His work.

BIBLE STORY:
AN IMPORTANT TRIP 
FOR SAMUEL
1 Samuel 16:1-13

LEADER TIP!
God told Samuel He looks 
into men’s hearts. Help 
preschoolers begin to learn 
that God knows what we 
think and feel. That is more 
important to Him than how we 
look on the outside.

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

PLAY “NO, NO, NOT 
YOU”

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: “An 

Important Trip for Samuel” 

(Pack Item 7)

• Gather a few children and 

say: “Let’s  play a game 

to help us think about 

Samuel’s important trip.” 

• Guide children to sit in a 

circle. Ask for a volunteer 

to be It.

• Tell It to walk around the 

outside of the circle, tap a 

friend on the shoulder, and 

say, “No, no, not you!” Th e 

child who is tapped then 

tries to catch It before It 

sits in the empty spot.

• Continue playing until 

everyone has had a turn to 

be It. 

• Relate the game to 

Samuel’s looking for the 

next king.

PLAY WITH FARM 
ANIMALS

Tools: Bible, Activity Page, 
plastic farm animals, wooden 
blocks, large trucks

• Put the Activity Page 
inside the Bible to mark  
1 Samuel 16. 

• Watch preschoolers be 
creative with the animals 
and vehicles. Perhaps 
children will load up the 
animals into the trucks, or 
they might build gates and 
fences for the animals.

• Mention that Jesse had 
sheep. Say: “It was David’s 
job to take care of the 
animals for his family. 
Later God chose David for 
more important work. God 
chose David to be the next 
king.”
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

READ BOOKS

Tools: Bible; preschool books 

telling about church helpers, 

missionaries, community 

workers; Book: Marcia’s Two 

Bibles (Pack Item 25)

• Invite preschoolers to read 

books about helpers. Relate 

the books to today’s Text 

Truth. For example, say: 

“God chooses people to 

do His work. He chooses 

people who love Him and 

obey Him.”

• When a child looks at the 

leader pack book, comment 

that often people from a 

church go to a country or 

city to tell people about 

Jesus and help them 

learn from the Bible. God 

chooses people to do this 

important work.

• Th ank God for people in 

your church who do God’s 

work.

• Turn to 1 Samuel 16 and 

recall the Bible story.

PAINT WITH OIL

Tools: Bible, construction 
paper, food coloring, vegetable 
oil, cotton swabs, bowls, 
newspaper, paint smocks, baby 
wipes

• Pour a small amount of oil 
in a bowl. Squeeze 10-15 
drops of food coloring into 
the oil.

• Give a child a cotton swab 
and piece of paper. Show 
him how to dip the swab 
through the oil into the 
coloring, then move the 
swab across the paper to 
paint designs.

• Comment that Samuel put 
some oil on David’s head to 
show that he would be the 
next king. 

• Open the Bible to the 
marker at 1 Samuel 16:7 
and read the Family Verse. 
Lead preschoolers to say 
the verse with you.

GO ON A WALK

Tools: Bible, Activity Page, 
Unit Puzzle D (Pack Item 
37), large ziplock bag, hand 
lotion, masking tape, puzzle 
Going to Church (LifeWay, 
005159906) 

• Ask two or three children 
to go on a walk to search 
for people who are doing 
God’s work. Remind the 
preschoolers to use quiet 
inside voices.

• As you walk to small group 
classes or the worship 
center, call attention to 
teachers or church leaders. 
Say: “Mr. Jeff erson is a 
teacher. He loves God and 
helps people learn about 
Him. Mr. Jeff erson is doing 
God’s work.”

• Stop to look at the Activity 
Page and recall that God 
told Samuel that He had 
chosen David to be king. 

• Preschoolers waiting for 
turns to go on a walk can 
work the unit puzzle or 
wooden puzzle.
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS:
• Bibles (at least one with 

maps)
• Story Picture: “An Important 

Trip for Samuel” (Pack 
Item 7)

• Bible Markers 2 (Pack 
Item 16)

• Enhanced CD
• backpack
• toy vehicles (car, train car, 

airplane, truck, boat)

LET’S GATHER.

• Mark 1 Samuel 16 in the Bible and 
place it in the backpack along with 
the vehicles.

• Play the CD and walk around the 
room to invite each child to join 
you for Circle Time.  

• Show preschoolers the backpack. 
Remove vehicles one at a time 
from the backpack and discuss 
each. Ask preschoolers if they 
have ridden similar vehicles when 
going on a trip.

• Comment that Samuel went on 
a trip, but he probably walked or 
rode on an animal.

• Get the Bible from the backpack 
and ask the children to listen 
to hear why Samuel’s trip was 
important.

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

• Open the Bible to the marked 
location and tell the Bible story in 
your own words.

• After telling the story, pass the 
Story Picture around the circle. 
Recall that Samuel saw seven 
sons before he met David. Point to 
David in the picture.

• Comment: “God knew what David 
thought in his heart. He knew 
David loved Him and obeyed 
Him. Th at was more important to 
God than how tall and handsome 
David was.”

If you need one of these, just 
select and copy/paste. They are 
already anchored.

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

• Distribute Bibles to preschoolers. 
Sing to the tune “B-I-N-G-O”: 
˜ e Bible is a special book, 
I learn the things it tells me. 
B-I-B-L-E, B-I-B-L-E, B-I-B-L-E, 
I learn the things it tells me.

• Get a Bible with maps and show 
boys and girls the location of 
Bethlehem. Mention that Jesse 
and his family lived in Bethlehem. 
God told Samuel to go to 
Bethlehem to fi nd a man to be the 
new king.

• Ask teachers to help preschoolers 
look for the Book of 1 Samuel in 
the Bibles. Help them fi nd David’s 
and Jesse’s names in the Bible 
story passage.

• Lead preschoolers to repeat the 
Family Verse. 

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

• Explain: “Samuel put oil on 
David’s head and prayed. Let’s 
pray and thank God for knowing 
about us and loving us.”

• Invite preschoolers to voice a 
prayer if they are willing. 

• Close the prayer time, thanking 
God for choosing people to do 
His work.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

• Form groups of two or three 
preschoolers and a teacher. Look 
at the picture on the Activity Page 
and review the Bible story.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

He Is Our Go D
1 Samuel 17:32-37,42-50

In 1 Samuel 17, Saul had waged wars against Israel’s enemies for many years, and his 
army had become quite formidable. Prior to this time, the Philistines had enjoyed military 
dominance in the region, but now the Israelites were an equal adversary. Th e two armies 
stood opposite each other in a stalemate, each looking for a weakness and neither willing to 
engage prematurely. 

Because the two armies were in a standoff , the Philistines hoped to gain the advantage 
through single combat by a champion. In ancient literature, heroes such as Achilles, Hector, 
Aeneas, Ajax, and Odysseus did not march in ranks of battle lines, but engaged in one-
on-one combat. Th e loss of a champion was devastating to his side. Th ese literary tales 
likely refl ect the reality of warfare waged by people around the Aegean Sea area in about 
1000 B.C. Th e Philistines seem to have come from this area, and their military ethos was 
similar to what we see in these kings and warriors.

Th e Philistines had one particular warrior, Goliath, whom they considered unbeatable. 
To the average Israelite, Goliath would have seemed truly enormous, since ancient people 
were generally shorter than people today. No single man in the Israelite army could match 
Goliath in height or strength, and thus the challenge the giant issued in Socoh went 
unanswered for days. Socoh was only about 12 miles west of Bethlehem, and it would have 
taken David at least a full day to get from his home to the Israelite camp. 

We do not know how old David was at this time. Since he had already fought against 
lions and bears, he was almost certainly not a small boy. Th e standard age at which an 
Israelite man was eligible for military service was 20. David was near the upper limit of 
being considered a “youth” and not yet of military age. Nonetheless, God gave His people 
victory, and He used the young man to slay the giant and procure victory for Israel. 
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OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE
1 Samuel 17:32-37,42-50

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
1 Samuel 17:46

PRESCHOOL TEXT TRUTH
People will know about God.

PRESCHOOL CONNECTION STORY PASSAGE
1 Samuel 17:12-49

CHRIST IN CONTEXT 
Th e Book of 1 Samuel describes the beginning of rule by earthly 
kings. When Jesus came, He was the only perfect and holy King 
God sent to rule His people.

 SESSION BRIEF
“I come in the name of the Lord,” young 
David shouted to the arrogant Goliath. 
David had faith in his God to deliver him 
and his people. David’s willingness to face 
the enemy and his confi dence in God’s 
might underscored the shepherd boy’s 
declaration that everyone–all the world–
would know God and recognize His might, 
power, and strength.
 Help preschoolers learn that God 
wants everyone to know about Him, and 
everyone will. David was brave because he 
knew God would help him.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Family 
Memory Verse you want to use 
with your group.

From the text: 
All the world will know that 
Israel has a God.
1 Samuel 17:46

Preschool Paraphrase: 
The world will know Israel has 
a God.
1 Samuel 17:46
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO 1 SAMUEL:

DAVID WAS BRAVE
1 Samuel 17:12-49

˜ ree of David’s brothers were soldiers. ˜ ey went away from home. David, 
the youngest boy in his family, stayed home to help his family.

David’s father Jesse wanted to know how the brothers were doing, so he 
told David to go check on them. “Take bread and grain for your brothers 
and some cheese for the leader of the soldiers.”

So David got up early in the morning, found someone to watch the sheep 
for him, loaded up the food, and went on the journey to fi nd his brothers.

When David reached the camp, he saw many soldiers lined up. ˜ en he 
saw a very, very tall man, a giant, named Goliath. ˜ e giant shouted angry 
words at the soldiers. ˜ e soldiers were frightened by the giant.

But David was brave. He told King Saul that he would go meet the giant.

˜ e king could not believe David was old enough or strong enough. But the 
king told David he could go.

When the giant Goliath saw the young boy David, he made fun of him. 
˜ en the giant said bad things about God.

David knew God would help him. He told the giant that on this day 
everyone would know about God and His power and strength.

˜ en David ran quickly toward the giant. David placed a stone in his 
slingshot and threw the stone at the giant. ˜ e giant fell to the ground.

˜ at day David was brave. He showed the giant and all the people that 
God is the only one true God.

TEXT TRUTH
People will know about God.

FAMILY VERSE 
The world will know Israel has 
a God.
1 Samuel 17:46
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SET THE STAGE

SET THE STAGE FOR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
• Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
• Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

• Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Off er two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

• Measure objects in the classroom. Record fi ndings on a clipboard.
• Work puzzles with a friend.
• Sort colored stones by color or size.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
• After the preschoolers have arrived and had an opportunity to do 

one or more of the arrival activities, ask a few preschoolers to tell 
about their experiences. Relate the activities to today’s Bible story and 
emphasis.

• Show the Bible and a stone. Comment: “Today we will hear about a 
boy named David who was very brave. A young boy with a few stones 
obeyed God and did a very big thing. Let’s explore the Bible and learn 
what David did.”

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• measuring devices (tape 

measure, scale, ruler)
• clipboard with paper and 

pencil
• David Wooden Box Puzzle 

(LifeWay, 005267309)
• bag of colored stones in 

various sizes, ice cube tray

NOTE: Digital versions of items 
identifi ed as “Enhanced CD” 
are available in the Music and 
Print Extras Bundle.

Designer will have to move 
blue dots behind the numbers 

manually.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
People will know about God.

BIBLE STORY:
DAVID WAS BRAVE
1 Samuel 17:12-49

LEADER TIP!
Exploration Station activities 
are designed for Bible 
discussion and discovery. As a 
child plays, refer to the Bible 
often. Show a Bible to a child. 
Let a child touch and hold the 
Bible as you talk about the 
story. 

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

TASTE BREAD AND 
CHEESE

Tools: Bible, Activity Page, 

Dress Up David (Pack Item 

28), pita bread, mild cheese 

(cubed or sliced), paper plates, 

hand sanitizer, Allergy Sign 

(Enhanced CD)

• Say a thank-you to God as 

you off er bread and cheese 

to preschoolers. Mention 

that David took bread 

and cheese to his soldier 

brothers.

• Select the Dress Up David 

pieces that correlate to 

today’s story. 

• Mention: “David was not 

worried about the giant. 

David knew God was more 

powerful than Goliath. 

David wanted everyone to 

see God’s power.”

• Show children the picture 

on the Activity Page as you 

tell the Bible story.
on the Activity Page as you 

OUTLINE BODIES

Tools: Bible, butcher paper, 
pencil, washable markers, tape 
measure, masking tape 

• Cut a piece of paper longer 
than a child is tall. Lead 
the child to lie down on 
the paper. Use a pencil to 
trace the outline of the 
child’s body. Encourage 
a child to decorate his 
outline, adding clothing, 
hair, and facial features.

• Measure a strip of masking 
tape (9 ft. 9 ins. long) and 
attach it to the wall. Invite 
kids to stand in front of 
the tape line. Mark the 
diff erence in children’s 
sizes versus Goliath’s.

• Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 
17 and tell the Bible story.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

PLAY A TOSSING GAME

Tools: Bible, tall socks, tennis 

balls, laundry basket, masking 

tape, Enhanced CD

• Set the basket on the fl oor. 

Measure 8-10 feet back and 

attach a strip of tape to 

the fl oor. Put a tennis ball 

inside a sock. 

• Guide a child to stand 

behind the tape line. Show 

him how to hold the sock 

and swing it a little as he  

tosses it toward the basket. 

Give each child several 

tries.

• Remark that the children 

are aiming toward a target. 

Say: “David aimed his 

slingshot toward the giant.”

• Turn to the Book of 

1 Samuel in the Bible. Ask a 

child to help locate chapter 

17. Say: “Th is is the place 

where we learn that David 

wanted the people to know 

that God was the one who 

would help them.”

PLAY A TOSSING GAME

EXPLORE RIVER 
ROCKS

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
“David Was Brave” (Pack Item 
8), River Rock Text Truth 
Puzzle (Pack Item 29), a few 
river rocks

• Draw straight lines across 
the smooth surface of river 
rocks. Draw angles and 
wavy lines on a few rocks.

• Guide children to place the 
rocks end to end to connect 
the lines from rock to rock. 

• Kids can sort rocks by size, 
shape, coloring, or line 
(straight or curvy). 

• Guide a child to work the 
Text Truth Puzzle. Read 
the words.

• Show children the Story 
Picture and point out the 
stones David collected. 

• Repeat the Text Truth, 
leading preschoolers to say 
it with you. 

1 Samuel in the Bible. Ask a 

wanted the people to know 

LINE UP BLOCKS

Tools: Bible, children’s 
illustrated Bible dictionary, 
wooden blocks

• Remark: “Soldiers often 
march in a line. Sometimes 
they line up in front of 
each other, and sometimes 
they line up next to each 
other. When David arrived 
at the camp, he saw 
soldiers lined up.”

• Challenge kids to line up 
similar to soldiers. Or 
suggest they stand up 
blocks in a line. 

• Look in the Bible 
dictionary for a picture of a 
soldier, David, or the giant. 
Comment: “Th e soldiers 
were all afraid of Goliath. 
Even King Saul was afraid 
of the giant. But David 
knew that God was more 
powerful than Goliath. 
David wanted all the world 
to know about his God.”

• Help a child fi nd the 
Family Verse at 1 Samuel 
17:46 and say it. 
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS:
• Bible
• Story Picture: “David Was 

Brave” (Pack Item 8)
• Enhanced CD
• Bible Markers 2 

(Pack Item 16)
• smooth stone (from 

Exploration Station)
• Movement Spinner (Pack 

Item 24)
• 2–5 lb. hand weights
• 8–10 lb. exercise balls

LEADER TIP!
Supervise use of the weights 
closely. Put them aside after 
the gathering activity.

LET’S GATHER.

• Welcome the preschoolers to 
Circle Time by playing a song 
about the amazing things God can 
do. Ask kids to clap their hands, 
sway back and forth, or pat their 
knees to the steady beat of the 
music.

• Invite volunteers to spin the 
spinner and perform the 
movement while carrying the 
hand weights and exercise balls. 
Commend preschoolers’ eff orts.

• Remark: “Th e giant Goliath was 
very strong. He was over 9 feet 
tall! David’s brothers and the 
other soldiers were afraid of him.”

• Continue: “David knew that God 
was more powerful than the 
giant, and David wanted everyone 
else to know it, too. Let’s listen to 
a true story from the Bible about 
David facing Goliath.”

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

• Ask a child to open the Bible to 
the marker at 1 Samuel 17 and 
hold it while you tell the Bible 
story. 

• Show preschoolers the Story 
Picture. Ask a child to identify 
David, then Goliath, in the 
picture. Pass the picture around 
the circle so every child can see it.

• Hold up the stone and say: “Tell 
me something you remember 
about today’s story. You may hold 
the rock when it is your turn to 
talk.” 

If you need one of these, just 
select and copy/paste. They are 
already anchored.

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

• Ask review questions such as:
Who was more brave, David or his 
brothers? (David) 
Who was taller, the soldiers or 
Goliath? (Goliath)
Who shouted angry words about 
God? (Goliath) 
Who told King Saul that he would 
go meet Goliath? (David)

• Say: “Th e story about David 
and the giant is in the Book of 
1 Samuel. Let’s look for the story 
in our Bibles.”

• Distribute Bibles. Guide 
preschoolers to locate the Book 
of 1 Samuel. Assist children as 
needed to locate chapter 17.

• Point children to verse 46. Say 
the Family Verse, then lead 
preschoolers to say the verse.

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

• Remind preschoolers that when 
we pray, we are talking to the 
same powerful God that helped 
David be brave against the giant.

• Ask preschoolers for their prayer 
requests.

• Pray for each request. Th ank God 
that we can trust Him to answer 
our prayers and help us.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

• Form groups of two or three 
preschoolers and a teacher. Look 
at the picture on the Activity Page 
and talk about the Bible story. 
Complete the activity on the back 
of the page.

• Help children fi nd 1 Samuel 17:46 
and repeat the Family Verse. 

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Fr ienDs LoVe
1 Samuel 18:1-5; 20:35-42

First Samuel 18–20 covers the period during which David served in the military of Saul. It 
begins in the aftermath of the slaying of Goliath and ends with David’s fl ight from Saul. 
Th e narrator does not give a full account of this period. Virtually nothing about David’s 
military campaigns is known beyond the fact that he was very successful, especially in the 
matter of killing enough Philistines to win the hand of Saul’s daughter. Th is is a signifi cant 
omission because, if we had been there with David’s troops, we would have said that in his 
day-to-day life, David’s military duties were his major concern, and they certainly occupied 
the majority of his time. 

However, the most important thing is not to chronicle David’s routine activities, but to 
track the relationship between him and the household of Saul. Four people are important 
in the account. David is the central fi gure. Saul knew he was destined to lose the kingdom 
and could easily see that David would take his place. Saul gave way to his hatred and 
plans of murder. Michal, daughter of Saul, married David, but she never fully sided with 
David against her father—a decision which would seriously complicate their relationship. 
Jonathan, the son of Saul and the crown prince, saw greatness in David, loved him, and 
fully accepted that David would one day be king. 

Th e story is beautiful, as Jonathan is a profound example of unselfi sh regard for a 
friend. It is also tragic. Jonathan would have been a great lieutenant to David, and that 
was his ambition. But his loyal character also required that he serve his father faithfully. 
Jonathan fell alongside Saul in a desperate battle against the Philistines before David could 
claim the throne. However, the relationship between Jonathan and David exemplifi ed 
brotherly love and sacrifi cial service—the ultimate traits of Christian friendship. 

Session 9
Session 9: Friends Love
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OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE
1 Samuel 18:1-5; 20:35-42

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
1 Samuel 18:3

PRESCHOOL TEXT TRUTH
God gives us friends.

PRESCHOOL CONNECTION STORY PASSAGE
1 Samuel 18:1-5; 19:1-7; 20:1-42

CHRIST IN CONTEXT 
Th e Book of 1 Samuel describes the beginning of rule by earthly 
kings. When Jesus came, He was the only perfect and holy King 
God sent to rule His people.

 SESSION BRIEF
BFF is a common abbreviation for “Best 
friends forever.” Perhaps you even have a 
BFF, a friend who is “true blue,” faithful, 
generous, loyal, compassionate, supportive.
 Jonathan and David were BFFs. 
˜ eir devotion and loyalty to each other 
surpassed even the closest of family ties.
 ˜ is week, guide children to learn that 
true friendship is not about ourselves but 
the other person. Trust, faithfulness, love, 
care, and joy characterize true friendship. 
Jonathan loved David purely and put 
David’s life ahead of his own. God has 
given us the gift of friendship.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Family 
Memory Verse you want to use 
with your group.

From the text: 
Jonathan loved [David] as 
much as himself.
1 Samuel 18:3

Preschool Paraphrase: 
Jonathan loved David as much 
as himself.
1 Samuel 18:3
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO 1 SAMUEL:

JONATHAN LOVED HIS FRIEND
1 Samuel 18:1-5; 19:1-7; 20:1-42

David lived in King Saul’s palace. ˜ e king’s son, Jonathan, and David 
became friends.

Jonathan loved David as much as he loved himself. Jonathan gave gifts to 
David to show his love.

King Saul became upset with David and gave orders that put David in 
danger. Jonathan heard about this. He warned David to be careful and 
hide.

David needed help. “I have not done anything to your father. Why is he so 
angry?” David asked Jonathan.

Jonathan said: “I will fi nd out if my father is still angry. I will do anything 
you want me to do for you. You are my friend and I care about you.” 

˜ en Jonathan and David made a plan. David would hide by a big stone 
out in a fi eld where Jonathan usually practiced shooting arrows. Jonathan 
would go to the fi eld to shoot his arrows. He would give a sign if it was safe 
for David to return to the king’s palace. 

Jonathan went to the fi eld. ˜ en David heard his friend shout, “˜ e arrow 
went far beyond you, didn’t it? Hurry up! Run fast! Don’t stop!”  

David came out of his hiding place to see Jonathan. David bowed and 
thanked Jonathan for helping him. Both David and Jonathan cried. 

Jonathan said, “Go in peace, David. We’ve promised to be friends. We will 
be friends to each other’s families forever.”

TEXT TRUTH
God gives us friends.

FAMILY VERSE 
Jonathan loved David as much 
as himself.
1 Samuel 18:3
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SET THE STAGE

SET THE STAGE FOR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
• Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
• Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

• Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Off er two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

• Draw a picture of something that makes you happy.
• Read books about friends and friendship.
• Build with a friend.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
• Encourage preschoolers to do one or more of the arrival activities. After 

a few minutes, say: “I have watched friends play and work together 
today. What are some things that make a friend a really good friend?” 
Invite children’s responses, guiding the discussion to mention that 
friends love and care for one another.

• Say: “I am so happy that God gives us friends. Today we will learn 
about some friends who loved each other very much. Let’s go to the 
Exploration Stations and discover more about these friends.”

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• paper
• crayons
• variety of preschool books 

related to friends and 
friendship

• wooden blocks, other 
building materials

NOTE: Digital versions of items 
identifi ed as “Enhanced CD” 
are available in the Music and 
Print Extras Bundle.

Designer will have to move 
blue dots behind the numbers 

manually.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God gave us friends.

BIBLE STORY:
JONATHAN LOVED HIS 
FRIEND
1 Samuel 18:1-5; 19:1-7; 
20:1-42

LEADER TIP!
Do not print or post children’s 
photos without parents’ 
permission.

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

MAKE SILLY PHOTOS

Tools: Bible; Photo Booth 

Pieces (Pack Item 30); props 

(silly hats, oversized glasses, 

mustaches, scarves, smiling/

frowning mouths); straws; 

tape; mirror; digital camera   

• Say: “Friends often do fun 

things together. Let’s make 

photos of friends looking 

silly.” 

• Show the children the  

props. Show how to hold 

up a prop to show various 

emotions: happiness, 

anger, sadness, fear, fun.

• Encourage children to look 

in a mirror. 

• Invite kids to pose as a 

teacher takes photos. 

Review the photos and talk 

about happy times friends 

enjoy together.

• Say: “Jonathan loved his 

friend David even more 

than himself.”

GUESS THE FRIEND

Tools: Bible, Activity Page, 
Enhanced CD

• Gather a few children 
near you and listen for 
songs about friends. Sing 
together or clap hands.

• Th en say: “Listen while I 
describe a friend. Shout 
the friend’s name when 
you know who it is.”

• Give a simple description 
of a preschooler such as: 
“My friend is wearing a 
red shirt today. My friend 
has long hair. Who is my 
friend?”

• After describing several 
children, stop to look at 
the Activity Page and tell 
the Bible story about David 
and Jonathan.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

PAINT WITH A FRIEND

Tools: Bible, 2 colors of tempera 

paint, spoon, paper, 2 golf 

balls, paper cut to fi t in sturdy 

shallow box, painting smocks

• Show two children the box 

and paint supplies. Suggest 

that the friends work 

together to make a picture.

• Guide children to hold the 

box between them. Lay a 

paper in the box, then put 

in the golf balls. Drop a 

spoon of each color of paint 

on the paper.

• Say: “Now slowly shift the 

box to make the balls roll 

through the paint. Watch 

what happens!”

• As the friends paint, 

talk about David and 

Jonathan’s friendship. Say: 

“God gives you friends, 

too. Th ank You, God, for 

friends.”

• Let the children make two 

paint creations so each may 

have one to take home.

MAKE A BRACELET

Tools: Bible, chenille stems, 
large plastic jewelry beads or 
letters, Book: Best Friends 
(Pack Item 31)

• Invite a preschooler to 
make a bracelet to give to 
a friend. Say: “Jonathan 
gave David a special gift. 
Jonathan loved his friend 
David.” 

• Guide the child to thread 
a few beads or letters on 
a chenille stem, then fi t it 
to his own wrist. Ask the 
preschooler to whom he 
wants to give his bracelet. 
Th ank God for this friend.

• While another child 
waits for a turn to make 
a bracelet, read the book. 
Talk about the child’s 
friends and how friends 
care about one another.

• Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 
18:3 and say the Family 
Verse. Lead the preschooler 
to say the verse, too.

TOSS STRAWS

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
“Jonathan Loved His Friend” 
(Pack Item 9), bowls, plastic 
drinking straws, masking tape

• Tape a line on the fl oor and 
place the bowls at varying 
distances from the line.

• Encourage a child to stand 
behind the line and toss a 
straw javelin-style toward a 
bowl. Give the preschooler 
several tries.

• Comment: “Th e straws 
remind me of the arrows 
Jonathan used to give 
David a message.”

• Show preschoolers the 
Story Picture and tell the 
Bible story. Comment that 
Jonathan loved his friend 
and wanted to help him 
be safe. Say: “Friends care 
about one another. God 
gives us friends.”
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS:
• Bible
• Story Picture: “Jonathan 

Loved His Friend” (Pack 
Item 9)

• Bible Markers 2 (Pack Item 
16)

• Sign Language Poster (Pack 
Item 19)

• Dress Up David (Pack Item 
28) (Place harp, robe, and 
sheep pieces in 3 envelopes. 
Put envelopes under chairs.)

• puzzle David and Jonathan 
(LifeWay, 001051000)

• Enhanced CD

LET’S GATHER.

• Walk to each Exploration Station 
and ask friends to go to Circle 
Time. 

• Remove pieces of the wooden 
puzzle and hand one to each child 
as he arrives in the group. 

• Say: “Th ank you for coming to 
Circle Time. Th ank you, friends, 
for working together today to have 
fun learning from the Bible.”

• Show the poster to the children 
and teach them the hand sign for 
love. 

• Remark: “Listen as the music 
plays. When you hear the word 
love, sign the word.” Play the CD 
through one or two songs.

• Invite two or three preschoolers 
to take their puzzle pieces to the 
puzzle frame and put them in 
place. Th ank friends for taking 
turns and working together.

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

• Invite a child to open the Bible to 
a bookmark placed at 1 Samuel 
18.

• Show the Story Picture to the 
children, then lay it in the center 
of the circle as you tell the Bible 
story. 

• Hold the David fi gure and invite 
three preschoolers to get the 
envelopes placed under their 
chairs. 

• Say: “Please open your envelope. 
Does your picture show 
something Jonathan gave to his 
friend David?” 

• Recall which of the three items 
was the gift. (robe)

If you need one of these, just 
select and copy/paste. They are 
already anchored.

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

 

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

• Distribute Bibles to the children.

• Say: “Th ink of a book of the 
Bible that begins with the sound 
that the letter S makes.” When 
children mention 1 Samuel, ask 
teachers to help preschoolers 
locate the book in their Bibles.

• Comment: “Th e Books of 1 and 2 
Samuel are in the Old Testament. 
We have been hearing stories 
from the Book of 1 Samuel.”

• Show preschoolers where chapter 
18 is located. Th en remark that 
this is where we read the story 
about Jonathan and David.

• Lead boys and girls to repeat the 
Family Verse.

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

• Sing (tune “God Is So Good”): 
God gives us friends. 
God gives us friends. 
God gives us friends. 
He gives friends to us.

• Lead the group in prayer. Th ank 
God for friends. Ask God to help 
us show love to our friends.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

• Assign two or three preschoolers 
to each teacher. Look at the 
picture on the Activity Page and 
talk about the Bible story. Guide 
the children to do the activity on 
the back of the page.

• Lead preschoolers to repeat the 
Family Verse two or three times.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Choose t o LoVe
1 Samuel 22:6-17

First Samuel 21–23 continues the story of Saul’s relentless pursuit of David. Th is pursuit 
had tragic consequences for Israel and ultimately for Saul himself. Samuel had told Saul 
that God had rejected him and he would have no dynasty to follow him. Saul should have 
known there was no danger that David would seek to eliminate Saul or his family. David 
was never hostile. But Saul could not stand the thought of losing his crown. Saul’s sin kept 
him from greatness.

David traveled extensively during his fl ight from Saul, and he led his soldiers west 
to the Philistine city of Gath and its king, Achish. Perhaps David thought that since Saul 
was now his enemy, the Philistines would aid David. David was nearly captured and 
killed, however, and only escaped by feigning madness. Leaving Gath, David went east to 
Adullam, southwest of Bethlehem, and to the other side of the Dead Sea. He and his troops 
took refuge, probably located at Masada, on the west side of the Dead Sea. From here, David 
made his way to Keilah, and delivered Keilah from the Philistines. But Saul planned to trap 
David inside Keilah’s walls. David escaped before Saul arrived and eventually took refuge at 
En-gedi, a beautiful oasis on the western shore of the Dead Sea.

Th is must have been an extremely demanding time for David. He was constantly on 
the run, and the hill country he had to traverse was harsh, rugged, and barren. What 
appears on the map to have been a distance of only a few miles actually included a very 
circuitous route involving constant movement around countless hills of bare stone. In 
addition, David had to train and maintain the morale of his small army—who were far 
from being the ideal recruits. Th is experience honed David’s leadership skills and forged the 
bond between himself and his army. God protected David. God had a plan and purpose for 
the soon-to-be king. We, too, can know that God protects and prepares us for His plan and 
His purpose.   

Session 10
Session 10: Choose to Love
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OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE
1 Samuel 22:6-17

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
Psalm 31:7

PRESCHOOL TEXT TRUTH
People who love God love others.

PRESCHOOL CONNECTION STORY PASSAGE
1 Samuel 24:1-22

CHRIST IN CONTEXT 
Th e Book of 1 Samuel describes the beginning of rule by earthly 
kings. When Jesus came, He was the only perfect and holy King 
God sent to rule His people.

 SESSION BRIEF
˜ ough David had plenty of reasons to 
distrust Saul and want to get even, David 
chose to love, not fi ght. Time and time 
again David witnessed Saul’s increasing 
agitation and hatred of David, yet David 
always remembered that the king was 
God’s anointed. David vowed he would 
never harm King Saul.
 ˜ is week, help preschoolers begin to 
learn that when we love God, we can love 
others. God will help us in all situations as 
we are challenged to love even those who 
are unkind or hurtful to us. We can choose 
to love.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Family 
Memory Verse you want to use 
with your group.

From the text: 
I will rejoice and be glad in 
Your faithful love.
Psalm 31:7

Preschool Paraphrase: 
I will be glad. God loves me.
Psalm 31:7
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO 1 SAMUEL:

DAVID SHOWED KINDNESS TO SAUL
1 Samuel 24:1-22

King Saul was angry with David. He continued to try to hurt David. One 
time Saul and his men went to look for David. Saul found a cave near some 
sheep pens, and he went inside. Saul did not know David and his men were 
staying in the back of the cave.

David’s men told David about Saul. Quietly David walked to where Saul 
was and cut o  ̋  a little piece of Saul’s robe without Saul even noticing. 

Later David thought about what he did, and he was sorry. David told his 
men, “I will never hurt Saul because God chose him to be king.” 

When Saul left the cave, David walked out. He called to Saul, then bowed 
down. David asked the king why he thought unkindly of him. “I will never 
hurt you,” David said. ˜ en David explained to Saul that he could have 
hurt him when he sneaked to cut a piece of his robe; but David chose to love 
Saul because David knew God chose Saul to be the king.

When King Saul heard David say these things, he cried. Saul said, “You 
have done what is good to me, David, though I have not done good to you. 
May God repay you with good.”

˜ en King Saul knew God had chosen David to be the next king. Saul went 
back home, and David continued on his journey with his men.

TEXT TRUTH
People who love God love 
others.

FAMILY VERSE 
I will be glad. God loves me.
Psalm 31:7
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SET THE STAGE

SET THE STAGE FOR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
• Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
• Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

• Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Off er two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

• Find letters to spell the words glad and love.
• Gather Bibles from around the classroom and mark 1 Samuel with 

ribbon strips.
• Read books while sitting in a large box or tent.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
• When the preschoolers have all arrived and had time to do one or 

more arrival activities, get their attention and ask: “When someone 
is unkind to you, how do you feel? What do you think God wants you 
to do?” After children respond, say: “Today we are going to learn what 
David did when King Saul was unkind to him.”

• Give overviews of each small group activity, then direct preschoolers to 
move to Exploration Stations. 

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• letter tiles, index cards with 

words printed on them
• Bibles
• ribbon strips
• large box or sheet to make a 

tent (similar to a cave)

NOTE: Digital versions of items 
identifi ed as “Enhanced CD” 
are available in the Music and 
Print Extras Bundle.

Designer will have to move 
blue dots behind the numbers 

manually.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
People who love God love 
others.

BIBLE STORY:
DAVID SHOWED 
KINDNESS TO SAUL
1 Samuel 24:1-22

LEADER TIP! 
Three rules for using scissors:
• Never cut clothes.
• Never cut hair.
• Only cut paper.

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

CUT AND GLUE PAPER

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 

“David Showed Kindness 

to Saul” (Pack Item 10), 

scrapbooking paper, children’s 

safety scissors, crinkle-edge 

craft scissors, markers, 

construction paper, glue sticks

• Help children practice 

cutting paper. Draw 

straight or curvy lines on 

sheets of paper for children 

to follow. 

• Provide construction 

paper and glue sticks so 

preschoolers can glue paper 

pieces to make a collage. 

• Show preschoolers the 

Story Picture. Point to the 

piece of fabric David is 

holding. Say: “After David 

cut off  part of Saul’s robe, 

he knew that God wanted 

him to be kind to King 

Saul, even though Saul had 

been unkind to him.”

PLAY WITH SHEEP

Tools: Bible, Bible Story 
Stand-up Figures (Saul and 
David) (Pack Item 22), wooden 
blocks, toy sheep or other farm 
animals

• Preschoolers may be 
interested in building a 
pen for the sheep. While 
they work, recall that King 
Saul stopped at a cave near 
some sheep pens.

• Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 
24 and tell the Bible story.

• Comment: “David loved 
God, and he knew God 
wanted him to show love 
to Saul. God wants us to 
show love to others, too.”

• Help children repeat the 
Family Verse. Th ank God 
for loving us.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

LEARN A VERSE

Tools: Bible, Family Verse 

Hang-ups (Pack Item 32), 

strips of 1-inch ribbon, marker, 

basket, large clear plastic juice 

bottle

• Cut long strips of ribbon. 

Print the Family Verse on a 

few strips. Place the ribbon 

strips in the basket.

• Invite a child to take the 

end of a ribbon strip and 

push it into the bottle. 

Comment on the words 

written on the ribbon. 

• Assemble the Family Verse 

Hang-ups. (See Leader 

Pack instructions.) Attach 

chenille stem hooks to each 

piece. String yarn between 

two chairs. Direct a child 

to hang word cards in the 

correct order. 

• Say the Family Verse when 

all the cards are hung. Help 

the child fi nd the verse in 

the Bible.

WEAR BIBLE-TIMES 
CLOTHES

Tools: Bible, Activity Page, 
scarves, stretchable headbands, 
tunics or children’s robes, 
mirror

• Show preschoolers the 
picture of David and King 
Saul. Comment on the 
type of clothing they are 
wearing.

• Invite a few children to 
dress up like David and 
Saul. Suggest that the 
children pose like the men 
in the picture.

• Recall the events of the 
Bible story.

• After a while, encourage 
preschoolers to exchange 
props or give friends turns 
to dress up.

• Comment: “We love God, 
and God helps us love 
others. David loved King 
Saul.”

all the cards are hung. Help 

MAKE A SNACK TO 
SHARE

Tools: Bible, Trail Mix Recipe 
(Pack Item 35), large bowl, 
ingredients, mixing spoons, 
scoop, small ziplock bags, 
adhesive mailing labels, 
washable markers, hand 
sanitizer

• As preschoolers show 
interest, talk about things 
people do for others to 
show love. Remark: “People 
who love God also love 
others. Let’s make a snack 
to share with someone to 
show our love.” 

• Give preschoolers turns 
to measure, pour, and mix 
the ingredients. Guide 
them to scoop the mix into 
bags. Ask children who will 
receive their snack gifts.

• Print the Text Truth on 
the mailing labels and tell 
children to attach them to 
the snack bags.

• Mention: “David chose 
to show love to King Saul 
even after Saul was hurtful 
to David.” 
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS:
• Bible
• Story Picture: “David 

Showed Kindness to Saul” 
(Pack Item 10)

• Bible Markers 3 (Pack Item 
17)

• Family Verse Hang-ups 
(Pack Item 32)

• paper cut into a heart shape
• Enhanced CD

LET’S GATHER.

• Welcome the preschoolers to 
Circle Time. Play a song from the 
CD and encourage children to clap 
to the music.

• Show preschoolers the heart 
shape. Comment that a heart 
shape is used to remind us about 
love and friendship. Talk about 
showing kindness to people. 

• Pass the heart shape around the 
circle. Say: “Tell us about someone 
who is kind to you.” Give every 
child a turn to hold the shape and 
speak. 

• Say: “Sometimes people are 
unkind and hurtful, but God 
expects us to be kind to those 
people anyway. Th at’s not always 
easy, is it? Let’s hear about a time 
when David chose to be kind.”

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

• Open the Bible to the Book of 
1 Samuel 24 and begin the Bible 
story. Make eye contact with 
preschoolers as you tell about 
David and Saul at the cave.

• Show children the Story Picture, 
then pass it around the circle. 

• Hold up the heart shape again. 
Remark: “David loved God, and 
because he knew God loved him, 
David wanted to do what was 
right. So David showed kindness 
to Saul.”

If you need one of these, just 
select and copy/paste. They are 
already anchored.

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

• Invite seven volunteers to stand 
side by side and face the group. 
Ask children to hold one fi nger 
pointing to the person beside 
them. Randomly hang the Family 
Verse cards on the children’s 
fi ngers. 

• Read the mixed-up words. 
Comment: “Th ose words don’t 
make sense, do they? Let’s 
rearrange them to be correct.”

• Assist the volunteers to move 
their positions in the line to 
sequence the words correctly. 

• Now repeat the words, leading 
the entire group to say the Family 
Verse together. 

• Remind preschoolers that 
today’s story is from the Book 
of 1 Samuel, a book in the Old 
Testament.

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

• Ask preschoolers to share prayer 
requests.

• Pray for the children’s requests. 
Ask God to help us remember to 
be kind to others, even if others 
are unkind to us.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

• Separate kids into groups of two 
or three children with a teacher. 
Look at the Activity Page. Talk 
about ways people can show 
kindness. 

• Recall the Bible story. Do the 
activity together to remember the 
story and Text Truth.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Choose t o Hel p
1 Samuel 25:14-17,32-38

Th e Book of 1 Samuel off ers a glimpse at the fi rst kings of Israel and the battles and 
confl icts that surrounded the establishment of the monarchy. First Samuel also off ers 
a glimpse at various episodes when eff orts for peace and charity surpassed the need for 
confl ict, such as the story of Abigail, Nabal, and David (see 1 Samuel 25). Likewise, the 
story of Elijah and the widow (see 1 Kings 17) presents an expression of God’s desire for 
His people to help one another. 

In Scripture, we see four periods in which God used signs to relay His divine messages: 
(1) Exodus and Conquest (2) time of Elijah and Elisha (3) time of Christ and His Church 
and (4) end times. Th e prophets Elijah and Elisha were present as divine messengers in 
Israel’s spiritual (and physical) drought. However, God used these prophets to minister to 
His people and provide hope to a believing remnant, while judging the kings of Israel. 

During the reign of King Ahab, Elijah hid from Ethbaal, Ahab’s father-in-law. God led 
Elijah to the land of Zarephath in Sidon. At that time, Sidon was the heartland of Baal 
worship and the homeland of queen Jezebel. God sent Elijah to the center of Baal worship 
in Israel to a Gentile widow’s home to ask for food. Not only did Elijah ask for food, but he 
also asked a likely destitute widow to feed God’s messenger before she fed her own family. 

Regardless of the monumental sacrifi ce, the woman followed through with Elijah’s 
request. In turn, God blessed the woman’s obedience and faith. 

In Luke 4:26, Jesus used the story of Elijah and the widow to explain God’s blessing for 
faithful obedience—even that of a Gentile. Like the widow, we, too, can understand that 
God is the ultimate provider of our needs. And in obedience, we can serve in expectancy, 
knowing no matter our role in the church, God will provide the tools for the tasks to which 
He calls us. 

Session 11
Session 11: Choose to Help
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OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE
1 Samuel 25:14-17,32-38

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
1 Samuel 25:32-33

PRESCHOOL TEXT TRUTH
God wants people to help others.

PRESCHOOL CONNECTION STORY PASSAGE
1 Kings 17:7-16

CHRIST IN CONTEXT 
Th e Book of 1 Samuel describes the beginning of rule by earthly 
kings. When Jesus came, He was the only perfect and holy King 
God sent to rule His people.

 SESSION BRIEF
Forced to move through the wilderness to 
fl ee the jealous Saul, David and his troops 
were tired. David asked a neighboring rich 
farmer for help, but the farmer refused.
 In contrast, a poor widow supporting 
herself and her son followed the bidding 
of Elijah when the prophet arrived on 
her doorstep asking for help. Having 
barely enough food for her own family, 
the woman briefl y hesitated. But Elijah 
assured her that her faithfulness to provide 
for the man of God would bring blessings 
to her and her family. Help preschoolers 
learn that God wants people to help others.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Family 
Memory Verse you want to use 
with your group.

From the text:
David said, “Praise to the God 
of Israel.”
1 Samuel 25:32-33 

Preschool Paraphrase: 
Praise to the God of Israel.
1 Samuel 25:32-33 
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO 1 SAMUEL:

HELP FOR ELIJAH
1 Kings 17:7-16

Elijah loved God. He talked to God, and he listened to God. Elijah knew 
God would take care of him.

Elijah traveled to towns to tell people about a famine that would happen 
soon. Elijah walked and walked, and he became thirsty. God showed Elijah 
a stream where he could get water. God sent birds to fi nd food for Elijah.

Rain did not fall for a very long time. Day after day the hot sun shone on 
the ground. ˜ e stream went dry. Elijah had no more water to drink. 

˜ en God told Elijah to go to a place called Zarephath. God said a woman 
in that town would give Elijah food and water.

When Elijah got to Zarephath, he saw the woman gathering sticks. Elijah 
asked the woman to give him some water. “Please bring me a piece of bread, 
too,” Elijah said to the woman.

“I don’t have any bread,” the woman said. “All I have is some fl our and oil. I 
was gathering sticks to make a fi re to cook one last meal.”

Elijah said: “Go home. Make some bread for me. ˜ en make some for you 
and your son. Your fl our and oil will not run out until God sends rain 
again.”

˜ e woman did what Elijah told her to do. She gave Elijah bread to eat and 
water to drink. 

And just as Elijah said, the woman’s fl our and oil did not run out.

TEXT TRUTH
God wants people to help 
others.

FAMILY VERSE 
Praise to the God of Israel.
1 Samuel 25:32-33
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SET THE STAGE

SET THE STAGE FOR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
• Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
• Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

• Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Off er two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

• Set the table and prepare a pretend meal for a guest.
• Make a helpers collage.
• Work a fl oor puzzle with friends.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
• After preschoolers have arrived and had an opportunity to do some of 

the activities, talk to them about what they have done so far. Remark 
that today’s session is about choosing to help others.

• Comment: “Today we will hear another story from the Old Testament. 
Th is story is about a man named Elijah. Elijah needed help, and 
God sent Elijah to a woman to get help. We’ll learn more in our 
explorations.”

• Dismiss boys and girls to the Exploration Stations after giving a brief 
overview of each activity.

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• toy dishes and food, 

nonbreakable vase, silk 
fl owers, place mats

• construction paper, glue 
sticks, picture cutouts 
showing people helping 
others 

• Holy Land Map Floor Puzzle 
(LifeWay, 005159905)

NOTE: Digital versions of items 
identifi ed as “Enhanced CD” 
are available in the Music and 
Print Extras Bundle.

Designer will have to move 
blue dots behind the numbers 

manually.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God wants people to help 
others.

BIBLE STORY:
HELP FOR ELIJAH
1 Kings 17:7-16

LEADER TIP!
Here’s an easy-to-make recipe 
for play dough.

Mix:
1 c. water
1 tbsp. vegetable oil
½   c. salt
2 tsp. cream of tartar
1 c. fl our

Heat in a saucepan until warm, 
stirring constantly. When the 
mixture thickens and pulls 
away from the sides of the 
pan, pour it out onto a smooth 
surface and knead until 
smooth.

Add food coloring if desired.

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

TASTE BREAD

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 

“Help for Elijah” (Pack Item 

11), wheat bread, margarine, 

napkins, craft sticks, hand 

sanitizer, water, cups, Allergy 

Sign (Enhanced CD)

• Remark that a woman 

prepared bread for Elijah to 

eat when he was hungry. 

Ask preschoolers to join 

you in tasting bread.

• Invite a child to use a craft 

stick to spread margarine 

on a half slice of bread. 

Th ank God for food as 

the child eats. When he is 

fi nished, off er some water.

• Point to Elijah in the Story 

Picture. Say: “Even though 

the woman did not have 

enough food for her own 

family, she helped Elijah.” 

• Summarize the story and 

remind preschoolers that 

God wants people to help 

others.

BUILD WITH STICKS

Tools: Bible, craft sticks, twigs 
and small branches, wooden 
blocks, toy trucks or wagon

• Observe preschoolers’ 
creativity using the sticks 
and blocks. Some may 
build structures, and 
others may haul loads of 
“wood” to construction 
sites.

• Hold a stick as you recall 
that Elijah saw a woman 
picking up sticks. She 
planned to build a fi re to 
cook a meal.

• Say: “Th e woman helped 
Elijah, and Elijah told her 
God would take care of her 
and her son. God wants 
people to help others.”
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

SING PRAISES TO GOD

Tools: Bible, Enhanced CD, 

1 or 2 praise CDs, thin scarves 

or ribbons

• Show the scarves to 

children and comment that 

some people wave scarves 

as they sing praises to God.

• Play songs from the CDs, 

guiding preschoolers to 

listen for praises to God. 

Encourage children to wave 

the scarves.

• Sing along with familiar 

songs and clap your hands. 

Lead preschoolers to join in 

the praise time.

• Say: “God is pleased when 

we praise Him. David 

said, ‘Praise to the God of 

Israel.’ We sing songs and 

say words of praise to God, 

too.”

• Show preschoolers the 

Family Verse at 1 Samuel 

25:32-33. Help children say 

the verse together.

MAKE PLAY DOUGH

Tools: Bible, Book: Marcia’s 
Two Bibles (Pack Item 25), 
Activity Page, ingredients 
and tools to make play dough 
(see Leader Tip), Allergy Sign 
(Enhanced CD)

• Encourage preschoolers to 
help measure and mix the 
play dough ingredients. (A 
teacher will need to “cook” 
the dough in the room or 
other location.)

• When the dough is cool 
enough to knead, give 
children small amounts 
to pound, push, and roll. 
While they sculpt the 
dough, remark that it is 
similar to bread dough. 

• Read the book while 
children work the dough. 
Point to the page showing 
a family making tortillas. 
Mention that tortillas are a 
type of bread.

• Look at the Activity Page 
and recall the Bible story.

25:32-33. Help children say 

FEEL AND GUESS 
HELPER ITEMS

Tools: Bible, large gift bag, 
items associated with 
helping (toy tool, duster, toy 
stethescope, kitchen spatula, 
fl ashlight, whistle, other 
available items)

• Put the items in the bag 
and set it near the Bible.

• When a child shows 
interest, open the Bible 
to 1 Samuel 25. Remark: 
“We learn in this part of 
the Bible that God wants 
people to help others. A 
story in another part of the 
Bible tells about a woman 
who helped Elijah.”

• Continue: “I have some 
items in this bag that are 
used to help. Let’s see if 
you can feel in the bag 
and guess an item without 
looking at it.”

• Give children turns to 
touch and guess items. 
When an item is removed 
from the bag, identify it 
and the way it can be used 
to help someone.
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS:
• Bible
• Story Picture: “Help for 

Elijah” (Pack Item 11)
• Bible Markers 3 (Pack 

Item 17)
• craft sticks
• Enhanced CD

LET’S GATHER.

• As children gather for Circle Time, 
lead them in a movement activity. 

• Give these instructions: 
“Do what I do. Can you walk by a 
stream?” (walk in place)
“Take a drink from the stream.” 
(scoop water with hand and pretend 
to drink)
“Let’s fl y like a bird.” (fl ap arms)
“Who can pick up sticks?” (bend 
over and gather imaginary sticks)
“Mix up some dough to make 
bread.” (stir with a pretend spoon)
“Let’s eat some bread.” (pretend to 
eat) 
“Let’s praise God!” (raise arms and 
wave them)

• Continue: “All these things remind 
me of today’s Bible story.”  

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

• Open the Bible to 1 Kings 17, then 
sing (tune “Twinkle, Twinkle, 
Little Star”):
˜ e Bible is a special book. 
Listen, and we’ll take a look.

• Say: “Let’s learn about Elijah, 
a stream, a bird, and a woman 
gathering sticks.” Tell the Bible 
story in your own words.

• After the story, show the Story 
Picture to the preschoolers. Pass 
the picture around the circle so 
every child can see it.

• Review the story by asking these 
questions:  
When Elijah was by the stream, what 
did God send to bring him food? 
(birds) 
What was the woman doing when 
Elijah met her? (picking up sticks) 
What did Elijah ask the woman to 
do? (make some bread)

If you need one of these, just 
select and copy/paste. They are 
already anchored.

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

• Distribute Bibles to the 
preschoolers. Help them locate 
1 Samuel 25. Give each child a 
craft stick to use as a marker.

• Comment: “First Samuel is a book 
in the Old Testament. It tells 
about things that happened before 
Jesus was born.”

• Continue: “Today’s verse is from 
the Book of 1 Samuel, verses 
32-33. Let’s say it together.” 

• After children repeat the verse, 
tell them that we can give praise 
to God, too.

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

• Ask preschoolers to share prayer 
requests.

• Say: “God can do anything. I’m so 
glad that when we talk to God, He 
hears us. We can tell Him what 
we need, and we can also tell Him 
how much we love Him. Let’s tell 
God how wonderful He is.”

• Invite children to pray if they 
wish. Th en close the prayer time 
by praising God and asking Him 
to show us opportunities to help 
other people.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

• Form a few small groups of two or 
three preschoolers together with 
a teacher. Look at the picture on 
the Activity Page. Recall the Bible 
story and work the activity on the 
back of the page.

• Open a Bible and locate the 
Family Verse. Say it a few more 
times.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
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FOR THE 
LEADER

Do t he Right Thing
1 Samuel 26:7-12,21-25

David and his men were on the hill of Hachilah opposite Jeshimon. While we don’t 
precisely know where these places were, they were probably on the east side of the 
Judean wilderness, just west of the Dead Sea. David spent a good deal of time here at the 
stronghold, which was apparently at Masada. 

Th e local inhabitants, the Ziphites, informed Saul that David was nearby. We don’t 
know why the Ziphites were partisans of Saul, or if all of them were. We can be sure that 
the political turmoil, with its factions and frequent shifts of allegiance, was far more 
complex than the Bible tells us.

David heard that Saul was coming with an army to look for him. David sent out scouts 
on a reconnaissance mission, and they located Saul’s troops as they moved south. Rather 
than take Saul’s forces and fl ee the area, David moved to intercept Saul. David’s purpose 
at this point is unclear; he may have been planning on setting up an ambush. It is unlikely 
that he was going there to negotiate. Rivals would typically negotiate by sending a few 
representatives to a neutral place, not by bringing their two armies into a face-to-face 
confrontation. 

Saul’s forces, at 3,000 men, were several times larger than David’s; but David’s men 
knew the terrain well and had the advantage of surprise. David’s army actually came upon 
Saul’s temporary camp and bedded down for the night. If David had been considering a 
surprise attack, this was as good a setup as he could have hoped for. But if that was David’s 
intent, he hesitated, probably because he did not want to shed Israelite blood, and because 
he did not want to attack the Lord’s anointed. David realized that honoring God was more 
important than seeking revenge. By David’s example, we can know that we are called to 
love everyone—even those who mistreat us—showing that all people are important to 
God.  

Session 12
Session 12: Do the Right Th ing
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12

OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE
1 Samuel 26:7-12,21-25

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
Romans 12:17

PRESCHOOL TEXT TRUTH
God wants people to do what is right.

PRESCHOOL CONNECTION STORY PASSAGE
Genesis 45:1-15; 50:15-21

CHRIST IN CONTEXT 
Th e Book of 1 Samuel describes the beginning of rule by earthly 
kings. When Jesus came, He was the only perfect and holy King 
God sent to rule His people.

 SESSION BRIEF
King Saul couldn’t get past his jealousy and 
insecurity of young David and continued 
to pursue David.
 David sought the guidance of God and 
depended on His strength. ˜ ough David 
may have had cause and opportunity to 
retaliate, he chose to do the right thing. He 
respected God’s choice of Saul as king.
 Similarly, Joseph knew the role he 
had been given in God’s plan. Despite 
the mistreatment he su  ̋ered from his 
brothers, Joseph chose to forgive them. 
Help children learn that God wants people 
to do what is right and forgive others.

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Family 
Memory Verse you want to use 
with your group.

From the text: 
Do not repay evil for evil.
Romans 12:17

Preschool Paraphrase: 
Do not hurt others even when 
they hurt you.
Romans 12:17
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO 1 SAMUEL:

JOSEPH FORGAVE HIS BROTHERS
Genesis 45:1-15; 50:15-21

Joseph had been away from his family for a long time. Now he lived in 
Egypt and worked for Pharoah, the king of Egypt. 

Joseph had a very important job. He made sure plenty of grain was stored 
and ready for the people in Egypt when crops dried up and no one could get 
food.

Joseph’s brothers traveled from their home to Egypt to get some of the 
stored grain. Joseph learned about this and called the brothers to his house.

“I am your brother,” Joseph said to his brothers. “Don’t be worried. God 
sent me here for this important work. When I left our homeland many 
years ago, you did not know this would happen, but God did.”

˜ e brothers were surprised. ˜ ey thought Joseph was angry with them.

“Now hurry home to our father and tell him this news. I want all of you to 
return and live nearby. I will take care of you and your children,” Joseph 
said.

˜ en Joseph kissed his brothers and cried. Joseph loved his family and was 
kind to his brothers.

TEXT TRUTH
God wants people to do what 
is right.

FAMILY VERSE 
Do not hurt others even when 
they hurt you.
Romans 12:17
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SET THE STAGE

SET THE STAGE FOR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
• Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
• Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

• Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Off er two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

• Look at books about families.
• Look at a family photo album and identify siblings.
• Work with friends to make a family picture collage.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
• After all of the preschoolers have arrived and had an opportunity to 

do one or more of the arrival activities, ask one or two children to tell 
something they enjoy doing with their families. Say: “Brothers and 
sisters can have fun together! And they can learn from one another 
and help one another.”

• Continue: “Th at reminds me about a man named Joseph. He had 
eleven brothers! Can you image that? Let’s go to our Exploration 
Stations and learn about Joseph and his brothers.”

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• several preschool books 

about families
• family photo album
• clear contact plastic (tape a 

large piece to a wall, sticky 
side out), magazine cutouts 
featuring families

NOTE: Digital versions of items 
identifi ed as “Enhanced CD” 
are available in the Music and 
Print Extras Bundle.

Designer will have to move 
blue dots behind the numbers 

manually.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God wants people to do what 
is right.

BIBLE STORY:
JOSEPH FORGAVE HIS 
BROTHERS
Genesis 45:1-15; 50:15-21

LEADER TIP! 
Always consult with parents 
before offering food items to a 
child. 

The USDA lists high-allergic 
foods as: eggs, shellfi sh, 
dairy, peanuts and tree nuts. 
If possible, avoid offering any 
snacks containing these foods.

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

TASTE A WAFFLE

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 

“Joseph Forgave His Brothers” 

(Pack Item 12), toaster, frozen 

whole-grain wa  ̇ es, paper 

towels, Allergy Sign (Enhanced 

CD)

• Toast a waffl  e, and when 

it has cooled, off er it to a 

preschooler. Th ank God for 

providing food for us.

• Mention the grain used 

to make the waffl  es. 

Comment that Joseph’s 

brothers went to Egypt to 

get grain.

• Show the preschooler 

the Story Picture and 

summarize the Bible story.

• Remark: “God wants 

people to do what is right. 

Joseph chose to forgive 

his brothers rather than 

be unkind. We learn in 

the Book of 1 Samuel that 

David was kind to King 

Saul, too.”

MAKE A PENNANT

Tools: Bible, yarn, scrapbook 
paper cut into pennant shapes, 
washable markers, colorful 
stickers

• Stretch a long piece of yarn 
between two chairs. 

• Talk to a child about his 
family. Ask him to describe 
each person. Suggest he 
design a pennant for one 
family member. Print 
the person’s name on a 
triangle. Encourage the 
child to decorate the 
pennant.

• Fold the pennant at the 
top and hang it on the 
yarn.

• While the child is busy, 
say the Family Verse to the 
child. Relate the verse to 
Joseph and his brothers.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

FOLLOW A PATH

Tools: Bible, Movement 

Spinner (Pack Item 24), Road 

Sign Puzzles (Pack Item 33), 

masking tape, index card, 

marker

• Tell a child: “Joseph’s 

brothers traveled a long 

way to get grain for their 

families. Th ey lived in 

another country. Let’s 

pretend we are walking to 

Egypt.” 

• Tape a path across the 

fl oor. At the end of the 

path, lay a card with the 

word Egypt printed on it. 

• Lead preschoolers to walk 

down the path to Egypt.

• Challenge children by 

turning the spinner and 

using that movement. 

• Provide the Road Sign 

Puzzles for a preschooler 

to work as he waits for his 

turn to walk the path.

WEIGH GRAIN

Tools: Bible, Activity Page, 
various grains (oats, barley, 
rice), scale, plastic bowls, 
spoons, parchment or waxed 
paper, paper and pencil

• Lay a sheet of paper on the 
scale and guide a child to 
pour a spoon of grain on 
the paper. Mention how 
much the grain weighs. 
Write the number on a 
piece of paper. 

• Give another child a turn 
to weigh a diff erent grain 
and record the results.

• Relate the grains to the 
Bible story. Show children 
the Story Picture on the 
Activity Page as you tell 
children about Joseph’s 
brothers going to get grain 
in Egypt.

• Remark: “Th e Bible tells us 
to do what is right. Joseph 
did what was right when 
he was kind to his brothers 
and helped them.”

SPELL BIBLE WORDS

Tools: Bible, butcher paper, 
letter stamps, washable ink 
pad, washable markers, colored 
dot stickers, Enhanced CD

• On a large paper, write 
several words such as Bible, 
God, right, love, be kind. 

• Invite preschoolers to use 
letter stamps to spell one 
or two of the words. (A 
teacher may need to help 
younger pre-readers.)

• While children stamp 
letters and decorate their 
papers, open the Bible to 
the Family Verse and read 
it aloud. Lead the children 
to repeat the verse. 

• Play the CD and listen 
for songs about God. 
Encourage preschoolers to 
sing with you.

• Help children fi nd the 
Books of 1 Samuel, 
Genesis, and Romans. 
Remark that at each place 
in the Bible, we learn that 
God wants people to do 
what is right. 
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CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS:
• Bible
• Story Picture: “Joseph 

Forgave His Brothers”
(Pack Item 12)

• Bible Markers 3 
(Pack Item 17)

• index card with the word 
famine printed on it

• Enhanced CD

LET’S GATHER.

• Invite all of the girls to come to 
Circle Time fi rst. Th en invite the 
boys to join the group. Direct 
children to stand and wiggle as 
they listen to the music.

• Tell children to be seated. Begin 
chanting: 
Do what is right,
Do what is right.
We learn from the Bible,
Do what is right.

• Say: “Joseph did what was right. 
Let’s listen again to a Bible story 
about Joseph being kind to his 
brothers.”

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

• Show children the index card 
and read the word famine. Ask 
preschoolers if they know what 
a famine is. Answer simply that 
a famine is a time when no rain 
falls and crops die because there 
is no water. When that happens, 
people do not have food.

• Say: “Joseph knew a famine would 
come. So he stored grain for 
people.” Turn to Genesis 45 and 
tell the Bible story.

• Pass the Story Picture around the 
circle. 

• Remark: “Joseph was kind to his 
brothers. He gave them food to 
take back to their homeland, and 
he invited the families to live with 
him in Egypt!”If you need one of these, just 

select and copy/paste. They are 
already anchored.

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

• Say: “Th e true story of Joseph is in 
the Old Testament, but it makes 
me think of a verse that is in the 
New Testament.”

• Ask a preschooler to hold your 
Bible as you locate Romans 12:17. 
Read the Family Verse. Remark: 
“Joseph was kind, even though 
his brothers thought he was angry 
with them. Joseph did what 
was right when he forgave his 
brothers.”

• Lead the children to repeat the 
chant (see opposite page). Th en 
say: “We can learn to do what is 
right. Th e Bible tells us, ‘Do not 
hurt others even when they hurt 
you.’ We can be kind.”

• Ask teachers to help children 
fi nd Romans 12:17 in classroom 
Bibles.

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

• Invite children to share prayer 
requests. Give preschoolers turns 
to pray out loud.

• Close the prayer time by thanking 
God for true stories from the Bible 
that help us know the right thing 
to do. 

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

• Ask teachers to work with small 
groups of children to look at the 
Activity Page. Ask children to tell 
what is happening in the picture. 
Turn the page over and do the 
activity.

• Find the Family Verse in the Bible. 
Say the verse a few times and ask 
children to repeat it.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
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FOR THE 
LEADER

GoD Wil l H el p
1 Samuel 30:6-8,18-25

David and his men eventually wearied of running, hiding, and struggling to survive in the 
harsh environment of the Judean wilderness. Th ey fi nally decided to seek refuge among 
the Philistines. In 1 Samuel 27, we learn that David arrived with an army. He had been 
estranged from Saul for so long that King Achish of Gath apparently decided that he could 
now regard David as an ally. Achish gave David the town of Ziklag for David and his people. 

While living there, David played a dangerous game. He raided local peoples, plundered 
them, and killed everyone he raided. David kept the plunder for himself. David slaughtered 
everyone in order to cover up the truth. He told the Philistines that he was raiding Judah 
and not these other peoples. David wanted to be sure that no one survived from the 
plundered villages to tell King Achish the truth. Much of what David did at this time was 
morally dubious. 

After some time, the Philistines and the Israelites prepared for a major battle at Mount 
Gilboa, far from Ziklag. David marched out with the Philistine army, but before arriving at 
Gilboa, he and his men were dismissed because the Philistine lords did not trust David. 

David and company made the long trek back south to Ziklag, which was in Philistine 
territory. Th ere, they found that they had been away too long. In David’s absence, the 
Amalekites had turned the tables on David and had raided his village. As David’s men 
considered turning on him, David humbled himself and asked God for help and guidance. 
From this request, God answered and awarded victory to David and his men, illustrating 
one of the great themes of the Bible: God is our strength. 

Session 13
Session 13: God Will Help

Explore the Bible: Preschool Leader Guide102

ETB_Preschool_LDR-Sum2016.indd   102 12/18/15   3:05 PM



OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
CORE PASSAGE
1 Samuel 30:6-8,18-25

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
1 Samuel 30:6

PRESCHOOL TEXT TRUTH
God will help us.

PRESCHOOL CONNECTION STORY PASSAGE
Psalm 27

CHRIST IN CONTEXT 
Th e Book of 1 Samuel describes the beginning of rule by earthly 
kings. When Jesus came, He was the only perfect and holy King 
God sent to rule His people.

 SESSION BRIEF
David had known heartaches and 
hardships throughout his life, and in all 
circumstances David recognized that 
God was faithful to protect and save him. 
David consistently cried out to God for 
direction and found strength in Him.
 Psalm 27 is a prayer of praise and 
petition written by David. David called on 
God to guide him and show him the path 
he should walk. 
 Help children know that God is faithful 
to help us when we call on Him. We can 
thank God for His love and care. 

YOU CHOOSE!
Are your preschoolers ready to 
learn memory verses? Decide 
which wording of the Family 
Memory Verse you want to use 
with your group.

From the text: 
David found strength in the 
Lord his God.
1 Samuel 30:6

Preschool Paraphrase: 
David found strength in God.
1 Samuel 30:6
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BIBLE STORY

CONNECT TO 1 SAMUEL:

DAVID’S PRAYER
Psalm 27

All his life David learned about God and His goodness. David loved God 
and obeyed Him.

David wrote songs and prayers to God. When David thought about the 
times he had been sad, lonely, hurt, or scared, he remembered how God had 
helped him. David knew God had kept him safe many times. 

David’s prayers often told about God’s love and care and David’s trust in 
God.

˜ is is one of David’s prayers:

God is my light. He is my strength. When people want to hurt me, 
I know God will protect me. 

God will help me. I will shout with joy. I will sing and make music to 
God.

Dear God, hear me when I call. Be kind to me and answer me. God, 
I will always come to You for help.

Show me where to go and what to do, God. I am certain I will see 
Your goodness.

David knew God would help him. 

TEXT TRUTH
God will help us.

FAMILY VERSE 
David found strength in God.
1 Samuel 30:6
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SET THE STAGE

SET THE STAGE FOR EXPLORATION

1. PREPARE FOR TEACHING
• Review the teaching plan and practice using Bible-focused 

conversation. Pray for the preschoolers and their families.
• Before children arrive, set out the materials needed for early arrivers. 

Put materials for Exploration Stations and Circle Time in baskets or 
paper bags and set them in the areas in which children will work. 
Teachers may want to set up the stations before class time.

• Display posters and teaching reminders in suggested locations to 
remind you of the biblical focus for today.

2. OFFER ARRIVAL ACTIVITIES (5 MINUTES)
Off er two or three choices for preschoolers to explore:

• Take turns wearing headphones to listen to recordings of praise music.
• Work puzzles about David.
• Make a sticker picture.

3. GET STARTED (5 MINUTES)
• When all of the preschoolers have arrived and had an opportunity 

to do arrival activities, ask children to tell you some things that help 
them think about God. 

• Comment: “David’s life was very exciting! He was a shepherd boy, 
then a soldier, and then a king. David knew that God would always 
help him. David prayed and talked to God. He even sang some of his 
prayers.”

• Continue: “Today we will learn more about David’s prayers.”
• Briefl y describe the choices a child can make as she begins exploring 

the Bible.

4. GO TO EXPLORATION STATIONS AND CIRCLE TIME.

TOOLS
• mp3 player and headphones
• playlist of hymns
• David Wooden Box Puzzle 

(LifeWay, 005267309)
• colorful paper, nature 

stickers, other stickers

NOTE: Digital versions of items 
identifi ed as “Enhanced CD” 
are available in the Music and 
Print Extras Bundle.

Designer will have to move 
blue dots behind the numbers 

manually.
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

TEXT TRUTH 
God will help us.

BIBLE STORY:
DAVID’S PRAYER
Psalm 27

EXPLORATION STATIONS (45-60 MINUTES)

Set up at least three stations to provide choices of multisensory activities 
and movement for busy preschoolers.

GO ON A NATURE 
WALK

Tools: Bible, masking tape

• Wrap a strip of masking 

tape loosely around each 

child’s wrist, sticky side out 

to make a bracelet.

• Take two or three children 

for a walk outdoors. Tell 

them to gather nature 

items to stick on their tape 

bracelets. 

• Encourage preschoolers to 

listen to outdoor sounds. 

Ask: “What sounds do 

you think David may have 

heard when he spent time 

outdoors?”

• Gather children and open 

the Bible to 1 Samuel 30:6. 

Read the Family Verse. 

• Suggest to children that 

being outdoors in God’s 

world helps us think 

about Him. Th ank God for 

helping us be strong.

STRUM A GUITAR

Tools: Bible, Musical 
Instruments Matching Cards 
(Pack Item 22), child’s or 
adult’s guitar, Activity Page

• Strum the guitar strings, 
then sing (tune “God Is So 
Good): 
David found strength. 
David found strength. 
David found strength. 
He found strength in God.

• Show preschoolers the 
Activity Page and ask a 
child if she sees a picture 
of a harp. Describe other 
string instruments that 
musicians play.

• Invite a child to match 
pictures of musical 
instruments. Tell children 
that David played a harp. 
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EXPLORATION 
STATIONS

USE WRITING TOOLS

Tools: Bible, paper, variety of 

writing tools (pens, pencils, 

colored pencils, markers), 

computer keyboard, index 

cards, praise music CD

• Set up a writing area. 

Encourage preschoolers to 

use the materials to write 

or draw.

• Play the CD. Mention that 

the songs praise God. 

• Remark: “David wrote 

songs and prayers to God. 

He told God when he was 

sad or hurt. God helped 

David. God will help us.”

• Open the Bible to Psalm 27 

as you tell the Bible story. 

Comment: “Th e Book of 

1 Samuel tells about the 

happy times and sad times 

in David’s life. We know 

that God helped David be 

strong.”

MATCH PRAYER CARDS

Tools: 6 Bibles, 12 index cards, 
marker, large nature stickers

• Print David’s prayer 
phrases onto index cards 
(one praise per card): 
God is my light. God is my 
strength. God will protect me.
God will help me. I will shout 
with joy. I will sing to God.

• Place a unique nature 
sticker on each card. Make 
a second set of identical 
cards.

• Tape one set of cards 
around the room. Use the 
other set to mark the Bibles 
at 1 Samuel 30:6.

• Invite a child to get a Bible 
and fi nd a card. Read the 
praise and talk about it. 
Th en tell the child to fi nd a 
matching card somewhere 
in the room. 

• Say: “David praised God. 
David knew he received 
strength from God.”

PAINT WITH 
WATERCOLORS

Tools: Bible, Story Picture: 
“David’s Prayer” (Pack Item 
13), watercolor trays with 
brushes, art paper, water, paint 
smocks

• Arrange the materials on 
the table so two children 
can paint. Moisten the 
paint with a little water.

• Invite a child to watercolor 
paint. Th is may be a new 
experience. Ask: “Would  
you like to paint a picture 
showing a place that helps 
you think about God?”

• Show the child the Story 
Picture. Say: “I think David 
enjoyed being outdoors. 
David prayed and found 
strength in God. David 
wrote songs of praise to 
God. David’s songs are in 
the Bible.”

• Open the Bible to Psalm 
27 and show the passage to 
the child.  

107Session 13: God Will Help

ETB_Preschool_LDR-Sum2016.indd   107 12/18/15   3:05 PM



CIRCLE TIME

LEADER TIP!
USE THE BIBLE 

Open a Bible to the Scripture 
passage while you tell the 
story. Doing this will help 
preschoolers know the story 
comes from the Bible.

CIRCLE TIME TOOLS:
• Bible
• Story Picture: “David’s 

Prayer” (Pack Item 13)
• Bible Markers 3 (Pack 

Item 17)
• Musical Instruments 

Matching Cards (trumpet, 
drum, guitar) (Pack Item 22)

• classical music CD
• small keyboard or other 

musical instrument
• Enhanced CD

LET’S GATHER.

• Walk around the room and ask 
preschoolers to go to Circle Time 
when they hear music. 

• Play classical music to signal 
preschoolers to Circle Time. 

• Direct preschoolers to form three 
groups. Give an instrument card 
to each group. Say: “I will play 
some music. When you hear 
the sound of a horn, stand up if 
you are in the horn group. Th e 
drum group will stand when you 
hear drums play, and when you 
hear a guitar or another stringed 
instrument, the guitar group will 
stand. Let’s listen!” 

• Play a music selection featuring 
a variety of instruments, making 
sure each instrument can be 
heard during the song. Encourage 
groups to stand and sit as they 
listen.

LET’S HEAR THE BIBLE STORY.

• Say: “Let’s listen to a song. Th ink 
about God as you listen to the 
words.” Play the Enhanced CD.

• Show children the Story Picture. 
Pass it around the circle so 
everyone can see it. Mention that 
David spent time outdoors alone 
with God. David prayed, and he 
knew that God would help him.

• Ask a child to open the Bible to 
the marker at Psalm 27. Th en tell 
the Bible story in your own words.

• Ask the children to recall a few of 
the things David talked to God 
about: God is my light, He is my 
strength, God will protect me, 
God will help me, I will sing and 
make music to God, and so on.

• Remind boys and girls that God 
hears us when we talk to Him.

If you need one of these, just 
select and copy/paste. They are 
already anchored.

CIRCLE TIME (10-15 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE GROUP)
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CIRCLE TIME

LET’S PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS.

• Play the instrument and lead kids 
to sing the Family Verse to the 
tune “God Is So Good.”

• Distribute Bibles to everyone. 
Help children fi nd 1 Samuel 30:6.  
Read the Family Verse. Help 
preschoolers repeat the verse.

• Continue: “We know that David 
wrote some of his prayers. When 
we read the Book of Psalms, we 
can see the prayers that David 
wrote! Our Bible story is from one 
of David’s songs.”

• Show preschoolers that the Book 
of Psalms is located in the center 
of the Bible. Mention that it and 
the Book of 1 Samuel are in the 
Old Testament. 

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.

• Comment: “God helped David. 
God will help us, too. Let’s talk to 
God and thank Him for His love 
and care for us.”

• Ask preschoolers to share their 
prayer requests.

• Pray briefl y, using some of the 
praise statements from David’s 
psalm.

 

LET’S EXPLORE MORE.

• Form groups of two or three 
preschoolers and a teacher. Give 
each child the Activity Page and 
talk about the picture. Turn over 
the page and talk about times God 
helps us.

• Open a Bible to 1 Samuel 30:6 and 
repeat the Family Verse. Find the 
name David in the Bible passage.

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
PRESCHOOLERS!

DON’T FORGET TO
GIVE THIS WEEK’S
ACTIVITY PAGE TO
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Coming Next Q ua r t er
Fa l l  2016

DATE CORE PASSAGE CONNECTION STORY PASSAGE PRESCHOOL VERSE

Sept. 4 1 Peter 1:3-9 1 & 2 Peter 1 Peter 1:8

Sept. 11 1 Peter 1:13-25 Acts 21:26-40; 22:1-21; 23:1 1 Peter 1:22

Sept. 18 1 Peter 2:1-10 Exodus 19:1-25 1 Peter 2:10

Sept. 25 1 Peter 2:11-20 Genesis 39:1-23 1 Peter 2:12

Oct. 2 1 Peter 3:1-12 Ruth 2; 4:1-17 1 Peter 3:8

Oct. 9 1 Peter 3:13-22
Acts 14:8-18; 17:2-3; 18:4,19; 
Philippians 1:7,16

1 Peter 3:!5

Oct. 16 1 Peter 4:1-11 Genesis 26:12-33 1 Peter 4:9

Oct. 23 1 Peter 4:12-19 Acts 16:16-34 John 16:33

Oct. 30 1 Peter 5:1-11 John 13:1-20 Galatians 5:15

Nov. 6 2 Peter 1:3-11 1 & 2 Timothy 2 Peter 1:3

Nov. 13 2 Peter 1:12-21 Acts 18:24-28 2 Peter 1:21

Nov. 20 2 Peter 2:1-3; Jude 16-25 Mark 12:13-14,24,28-34 Psalm 119:160

Nov. 27 2 Peter 3:3-13,17-18 John 4:1-26 2 Peter 3:9

1 PETER - The letters of Peter and Jude encourage believers to remain strong in the Word. God’s Word is valuable. Through 
this study, preschoolers will begin to learn how to live godly lives and show honor to God.  
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Tool s For D igging Deep!
PRESCHOOL TOOL KIT
˜  e resources you need to lead one class:
• One Preschool Leader Guide
• One set of Preschool Activity Pages
• One Preschool Leader Pack
• One Enhanced CD

LEADER GUIDE
Help preschoolers dig into the Bible.
• Leader-friendly session plans for small- and large-group learning
• Sensory approach to exploring the Bible for pre-readers
•   Exploration activities to encourage preschoolers to dig, explore, and 

discover Bible truths

ACTIVITY PAGES
Engage preschoolers in class and continue learning at home.
• Weekly Bible story pages with colorful illustrations
•  Fun-to-do Bible-focused activities related to Bible content and 

application

LEADER PACK
Filled with leader-friendly resources that make teaching easy.
• Teacher helps
• Visual aids
• Story pictures
• Posters
• Games
• Bible memory tools

ENHANCED CD
• Bible-related songs
• Music for movement and rest time
• Printable teacher tools and session helps

PRESCHOOL TOOL KIT WITH WORSHIP
• Second-hour option 
• Kid-friendly worship experience that reinforces every weekly session

For free online training on how to lead a group, visit 
ministrygrid.com/web/explorethebible.
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Who can resist the 
opportunity to sit down with 
your kids and dig into God’s 
Word together? It’s especially 
fun with a cool app that 
delivers 360-degree views of 
objects and exciting games. 
And when the app provides 
fresh content each quarter 
to reinforce what kids are 
learning and is absolutely 
FREE—well, it’s pretty much 
a no-brainer. 

range to
bottom edge

range to
bottom edge

Kids

Kids

EXPLORE THE
BIBLE TOGETHER!

The Explore the Bible Family App is available for mobile devices and 
tablets. Download it today from the iTunes® App store or Google Play!

FREE
APP!
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ADMIT BELIEVE CONFESS

THE GOSPEL 
GOD’S PLAN FOR ME

The word gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the 
kingdom of God, and salvation. 

GOD RULES. The Bible tells us God created everything, including you and 
me, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to recite Genesis 1:1 from 
memory or read it from his Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 and Colossians 1:16-17.

WE SINNED. Since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey 
God (Romans 3:23). The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be 
around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s punishment of death 
(Romans 6:23).

GOD PROVIDED. Read John 3:16 aloud. God sent His Son, Jesus, the 
perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. 
It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on our own. Jesus alone saves us. 
Read Ephesians 2:8-9.

JESUS GIVES. Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, 
and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed 
into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read Romans 5:8; 
2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1˜Peter˜3:18.

WE RESPOND. We can respond to Jesus. “The ABCs of Becoming 
a Christian” is a simple tool that helps us remember how to respond when 
prompted by the Holy Spirit to the gift Jesus offers.

Admit to God that you are a sinner. 
The fi rst people God created chose 
to sin and disobey God. Ever since 

then, all people have chosen to sin and 
disobey (Romans 3:23). Tell God you 
messed up and you are sorry for doing 
your own thing and turning away from 
Him through your thoughts, words, and 
actions. Repent, turn away from your sin. 
(Acts 3:19; 1 John˜1:9) Repent doesn’t 
just mean turning from doing bad things 
to doing good things. It means turning 
from sin and even from your own good 
works and turning to Jesus, trusting only 
in Him to save you.

Believe that Jesus is God’s 
Son and accept God’s gift 
of forgiveness from sin. You 
must believe that only Jesus can save you 
and you cannot save yourself from your 
sin problem—not even by praying to God, 
going to church, or reading your Bible. 
Your faith or your trust is only in Jesus 
and what He did for you through His life, 
death, and resurrection. (Acts 16:31; 
Acts 4:12; John 14:6; Ephesians 2:8-9)

Confess your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior 
and Lord. Tell God and tell others what 
you believe. If Jesus is your Savior, you are 
trusting only in Him to save you. Jesus is 
also Lord, which means He is in charge 
and calling the shots in your life. You can 
start following Him and doing what He 
says in the Bible. You are born again into 
a new life and look forward to being with 
God forever. (Romans 10:9-10,13)
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